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POLICE BLOTTER

Holiday Schedule Announcement - Our holiday newspapers will be mailed on Thursday, December 27,
2007 and Thursday, January 3, 2008. Our closing press days for these editions are Monday noon, December
24 and Monday noon December 31, 2007 respectively. Please submit articles and advertisements a minimum
of two days prior to press days to assure making the deadlines.

Christmas
Press Day
Monday,

December 24

New Year’s
Press Day
Monday,

December 31
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Trinity Condos
The plaintiff has filed the case in

State Superior Court.
Mr. Pluta, stated to The Leader Mon-

day that the church’s position is “clear.”
He said the  church has existed for 134
years and offers both community-based
and  other outreach projects. He said the
church does not have the available  area
of other local churches and said there is
a “great demand for  space.”

Responding to Mr. Hoever, Mr.
Pluta said the church “considered  the
requirements of the law and responded
to [them],” leading to the unanimous
decision by the BOA.

He said the center would allow

children to stay inside to hear the
liturgy. Currently, they have to leave
and enter the rectory basement. He
also said the new center would offer
the “opportunity for social time” simi-
lar to other churches in the area.

He added that the center would
help address the demands for the
school building and increase space
for religious-school meetings.

He said the church has vetted con-
cerns about fire safety and drainage
after speaking to fire officials and the
town engineer.

However, at present, he termed the
approved building’s proximity to the
condominiums a “sticking point.” Dea-
con Pluta said the church has spoken to
residents, including the individual who
would live closest to the structure.

Mr. Pluta said the  individual had
“no concerns” about the location of
the building. “We are not infringing
on anyone’s space,” Mr. Pluta said.

Arthur Attanasio will represent
Holy Trinity in the matter.

The Westfield council last Tuesday
discussed this and another “person-
nel matter” in executive session after
the public portion of the meeting.

During the public portion, Sharon
Stockwell of Nelson Place, speaking
on behalf of WeCare, asked when the
public could expect a final report
from the town’s land-use taskforce.

Fourth-Ward Councilman Jim
Foerst responded that last Tuesday,
taskforce chairman William Heinbokel
finished “about 80 percent” of his pre-
sentation. The group will meet again
on December 4 to conclude the discus-
sion, which will mark the end of the
taskforce’s obligation.

Mayor Andy Skibitsky asked the
councilman when the group would be
able to “digest” all the information
and give a final recommendation.

Mr. Foerst said, considering the
departure of committee member and
town councilman Peter Echausse at
year’s end, the group wouldn’t be
able to offer its recommendation un-
til January, at which time a public
presentation will be given.

“There’s 18 months of work and 38
pages of a report to synthesize,” Mr.
Foerst said.

Public Safety, Transportation and
Parking Committee Chairman Mark
Ciarrocca announced during his re-
port that work on lots on 1 and 8 has
been completed.

The town oversaw the reconfigu-
ration and combination of the lots.

“It is now lot 1, and it is open and
ready for business,” the third-ward
councilman said.

He thanked the engineering and
public-works staff for completing the
work “on time” before Thanksgiving
and the holiday-shopping season.

With the new configuration, which
adds about 100 additional short-term
parking spaces, employees can park
on Orchard Street and Ferris Place.

Second Ward-Councilwoman Vicki
Kimmins reminded the viewing au-
dience on TV-36 that the channel is
now available on both major provid-
ers, Verizon and Comcast.

“We are thrilled you will all be watch-
ing on the same channel,” she said.

At present, only the bulletin board
is functioning. Ms. Kimmins said
Verizon is investigating the “glitch.”

She implored viewers to “hang in
there. We are one of the first in area”
to offer a local-access channel on the
FIOS lineup.
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Free Parking

Michael J. Pollack for The Westfield Leader
WHAT WERE YOU THINKA?… Last Friday, around 8 p.m., a vehicle heading
south on Mountain Avenue crashed into the front of Thinka Dinka toy store on
East Broad Street. The 17-year old driver did not receive a summons.

Westfield
Friday, November 16, Anthony

Catanzaro, 40, of Westfield was arrested at
Dudley Avenue and Prospect Street on
outstanding traffic warrants from Secaucus,
Elizabeth and Irvington, with bail amounts
of $750, $580 and $500, respectively. He
was released after posting bail.

Saturday, November 17, Marc Kurtzo,
24, of Colonia was arrested and charged
with possession of less than 50 grams of
marijuana following a motor-vehicle stop
on the 500 block of North Avenue, East.
He was released on his own recognizance
with a summons.

Saturday, November 17, the owner of
a hairstyling business on Westfield Av-
enue reported that someone caused sig-
nificant damage to the front door by re-
peatedly kicking it. No one gained entry
to the premises.

Sunday, November 18, Keith Jessie, 35,
of East Orange was arrested during a motor-
vehicle stop at Central Avenue and Frazee
Court on an East Orange traffic warrant. He
was released after posting $67 bail.

Sunday, November 18, Matthew
Tibbals, 38, of Scotch Plains was arrested
at North Avenue West and Clark Street
for allegedly driving while intoxicated.
He was released to a responsible person.

Monday, November 19, Matthew
White, 30, of Westfield was arrested on
the 300 block of South Avenue, East on a
Newark criminal warrant. He was held in
lieu of $500 bail at the Union County jail.

Monday, November 19, two unlocked
motor vehicles were burglarized some-
time between noon and 2 p.m. while parked
at Houlihan Field at the intersection of
Rahway Avenue and Lamberts Mill Road.
Items stolen from one vehicle included a
woman’s Coach wallet, $20 in cash, mul-
tiple credit cards and forms of identifica-
tion. A Kate Spade wallet with identifica-
tion and credit cards were removed from
the second vehicle.

Monday, November 19, Arthur Lee Smith

Jr., 23, of Plainfield was arrested during a
motor-vehicle stop at Central Avenue and
Grove Street on a Berkeley Heights crimi-
nal warrant and on a charge of hindering
apprehension for allegedly providing po-
lice with a false name and date of birth.

Smith was held at the Union County
jail in lieu of bail on the Westfield charge,
which was yet to be set, and $638 bail on
the Berkeley Heights warrant.

Monday, November 19, a Scotch Plains
resident reported that his motor vehicle
was burglarized while parked on the 200
block of Midwood Place. A cellular tele-
phone and GPS system were stolen from
the vehicle. The missing items are valued
at approximately $500.

Monday, November 19, police discov-
ered three motor vehicles with windows
broken out. A Magellan Navigation Sys-
tem was taken from each. Two of the
vehicles were outside the homes of their
respective owners on Boynton Avenue
and Boynton Court at the time. The third
vehicle, belonging to a Middlesex resi-
dent, was on Delaware Street. The missing
items ranged in value from $300 to $700.

Tuesday, November 20, a resident of
the 300 block of South Avenue West
reported that someone smashed the wind-
shield on his car while it was parked on
the 400 block of Boulevard and removed
a Nav Man 510 Navigation System from
within the vehicle.

Tuesday, November 20, Matthew A.
Gonzalez, 20, of Westfield was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on a Lacey
Township traffic warrant. He was processed
and released after posting $300 bail.

Tuesday, November 20, a resident of
the 200 block of Walnut Street reported
the theft of approximately $3,500 worth
of jewelry from his residence sometime
during the previous several weeks.

Tuesday, November 20, Emily Taylor,
43, of Westfield was arrested on the 500
block of Trinity Place on a Carteret criminal
warrant with bail of $1,000. She was turned
over to Carteret police.

Sunday, November 25, Beverly Cook,
52, of Plainfield was arrested on the 200
block of North Avenue West and charged
with shoplifting $50 worth of perfume
from a Central Avenue business, one count
of possession of a hypodermic needle
syringe, two counts of possession of drug
paraphernalia and criminal warrants from
Plainfield, with $500 bail, East Brunswick,
with $1,271 bail, and a Bridgewater traf-
fic warrant for $2. She was held at
Westfield police headquarters pending
the setting of bail on the Westfield charges.

Scotch Plains
Thursday, November 22, a resident of

Church Street reported that someone broke
a mirror off his vehicle overnight.

Sunday, November 25, a Spruce Mill
Lane resident reported that someone
smashed a window on his vehicle some-
time overnight.

Sunday, November 25, the front wind-
shield of a vehicle parked on Winding
Brook Way was smashed overnight.

Scotch Plains police said Westfield
and Garwood police reported several ve-
hicles in their towns were also damaged
in a similar fashion.

Sunday, November 25, a vehicle was
entered on Evergreen Avenue at approxi-
mately 2:45 a.m. An iPod was reported
stolen. A witness reported seeing the sus-
pect flee from the area but could only give
a description of the dark clothing worn by
the individual. The suspect ran to a ve-
hicle waiting down the block and fled the
area, police said.

Fanwood
Wednesday, November 21, Meyer

Phillips Jr., 39, of Orange was arrested on
an outstanding Essex County body war-
rant after a motor-vehicle stop on Terrill
Road. Police processed Phillips and turned
her over to the Essex County Sheriff’s
Department.

Sometime between Wednesday, No-
vember 21 at 1 p.m. and Sunday, Novem-
ber 25, at 3 p.m. someone broke into a
home on 3rd Street by smashing the rear
sliding glass door. According to police,
numerous items were removed. The inci-
dent is under investigation, police said.

Mountainside
Wednesday, November 21, Juan

Hernandez, 24, of Freehold was arrested
for driving without a license after a mo-
tor-vehicle stop on Route 22.

Thursday, November 22, Jihad J.
Oglesby, 21, of Newark was arrested for
driving with a suspended license after a
motor-vehicle stop. According to police, he
was also charged with an outstanding war-
rant out of Newark in the amount of $120.

Friday, November 23, a resident of Deer
Path reported that someone smashed the
rear window of her vehicle. According to
police, both driver side tires were punc-
tured and eggs and paintballs were thrown
at the house. Approximately $1,560 worth
of damage was reported, police said.

Saturday, November 24, a resident of
Wood Valley Road reported that someone
stole his pick-up truck from his driveway.
According to police, several assorted tools
were in the truck at the time of the theft.
The vehicle is described as a red, 2004
Chevy Silverado with a black cap.

Saturday, November 24, a resident of
Darby Lane reported that someone en-
tered his work van and removed approxi-
mately $1,680 worth of tools while it was
parked in his driveway. The victim was a
carpenter, police said.

Saturday, November 24, a resident of
Wood Valley Road who specializes in fire-
protection services reported that someone
broke into his motor vehicle and removed
power tools estimated to be worth $5,000.

Another Wood Valley resident, a car-
penter, reported $8,500 worth of tools
stolen from his pick-up truck.

Sunday, November 27, a landscaping
business on South Springfield Avenue
reported that equipment estimated at
$5,000 was stolen when someone cut the
lock on a gate to enter the business.

Monday, November 26, Tommy M.
Fields, 36, of Newark was arrested for
impersonating a phone-company em-
ployee while trying to access a residence.
According to police, several pieces of
jewelry were found in his pocket for which
the suspect could not give an explanation.

Fields was charged with burglarizing a
Hillside Avenue home in Westfield and
was turned over to the Westfield Police
Department, police said.

Mountainside BOE Audit
Shows ‘Dramatic Turnaround’

By MARIA WOEHR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – After two
years of restructuring its internal con-
trols for financial management, the
Mountainside board of education
Tuesday night passed its annual fi-
nancial report.

“I am pleased to report to the board
and the public that the financial struc-
ture and controls of the Mountainside
BOE have seen a dramatic turnaround
in the past two years,” said John Perrin,
BOE president.

In 2005, the business administrator
reviewed the district’s internal controls
and recommended hiring a new ac-
counting firm. The BOE hired Hodulik
& Morrison, which found “significant
financial-management problems” as-
sociated with the previous board.

Mr. Perrin said the problems con-
sisted of not properly recording ex-
penditures and budgeting operational
needs, as well as failing to gain board
approval of all transferred budgetary
appropriations.

“To tell you the truth, some of the
hairs were standing up on the back of
my neck when we were in the first
meeting because of what was going
on,” Robert Morrison, a certified pub-
lic accountant with Hodulik &
Morrison, said. “We found that finan-
cial management was neglected, and
there were no internal controls or
financial reporting.”

The audit found that the new ad-
ministration had 30 types of finan-
cial-control problems that needed to
be addressed and $1.8-million of non-
recurrent dissolution funds from the
breakup of the former regional high-
school district. The prior administra-
tion had budgeted these funds to sup-
port the recurrent budget of the BOE,
which meant a long-term budgetary
shortfall once the receipt of dissolu-
tion funds by the state ceased.

The new administration had to also
deal with under-budgeted special-
education costs, led to $1.1-million
worth of tuition adjustments that had
never been collected by the prior ad-
ministration, Mr. Perrin said.

“How come the state and other
auditors did not pick that up? This is
like Enron,” BOE member Carmine
Venes said.

“You are right,” Mr. Morrison said.
“The state signs off to make sure
everything is done correctly, as I un-
derstand. I believe that this is the
responsibility of the management. The
management failed. The auditor was
probably trying to cobble financial
statements together.”

Since then, the board has turned
around the financial situation and,
within two years, has all financial-
management controls in compliance
with state regulations. No recommen-
dations are being made concerning the
board’s financial obligations. “I give
the district an ‘A,’” Mr. Morrison said.

“Over the last two years, we have
openly discussed the hurdles that we
have identified and the financial dif-
ficulties we have had; the litmus test,
in a way, was the public and the voters
who have approved our budgets,” Mr.
Perrin said.

The Mountainside Education Foun-
dation (MEF) asked for more propos-
als to fund projects at borough schools.
This year, the MEF will fund projects
that include teaching students how to
create and publish books and will
sponsor trips to the State Theater in
New Brunswick and the Liberty Sci-
ence Center.

“We want to grant many more pro-
posals and would like to do it to-
gether. We would like to expose the
children to as many things as possible
for their education,” said Richard
Schkulnick, MEF co-president.

The board announced that new play-
ground equipment for Deerfield El-
ementary School has been ordered
and will be delivered in January. The
old playground should be demolished
by December. School officials said
three quotes on the installation of the
new equipment are being obtained.

The district will hold a fundraiser to
enable residents to buy a brick to help
raise money for the new playground.
The school’s PTA has already pur-
chased a bench for the new facility.

District: We’re Prepared
If MRSA Infection Appears
By CARALINE KOELLHOFFER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Margaret
Teitelbaum, a nurse and health educa-
tor at Westfield High School, reported
to the board of education on November
20 about steps being taken to prevent
and control cases of CA-MRSA (Com-
munity Aquired-methicillin/oxacillin
resistant staphylococcus aureus).

Mrs. Teitelbaum said that MRSA is
sometimes referred to as the “cock-
roach of all bacteria.” She said it is a
highly resistant form of staphylococ-
cus infection. She said that although the
infection has been around for “many
years,” it has in recent history become
increasingly resistant to antibiotics.

She said there are no reported cases
of MRSA infections in Westfield
schools but there is a protocol in

place should any student show signs
of the infection.

Board member Gary McCready
asked about student awareness of the
problem and whether it was of con-
cern to the student body.

Mrs. Teitelbaum confirmed, “Stu-
dents are very aware of the problem,
and they are concerned.” She said
that, overall, students are taking
proper preventative steps.

Board President Ginny Leiz said,
“It is important to note that our dis-
cussing this could be seen as a height-
ened level of concern, which it is not.
It is simply an educational process.”

Superintendent of Schools Marga-
ret Dolan reported on communica-
tion steps that are being taken to in-
form parents about the infection. She
said the topic has been discussed at
PTO meetings and said there is also
information on the district website
for those who want to find out more.

Board member and chair of the Long
Range Planning committee Beth
Cassie gave the board an update on the
high-school principal search. She said
that an online survey would be avail-
able shortly to garner opinions from
parents, students and community mem-
bers. The survey will be modeled after
the one used in the superintendent
search last spring, she said.

Board member Jane Clancy reported
on the bike-route-study committee,
which is “taking a serious look at imple-
menting a bicycle route” in Westfield.
The committee will pilot the new route
on the south side of town.

She said the idea originated as an
eighth-grade assignment called
Project Citizen. The two students who
worked on the project last year now
sit in as part of the committee.

New Year’s.
Public Works Committee Chair-

woman Jo Ann Neylan announced new
proposed conservation-center hours,
which the council later approved.

Mr. Gildea said in order to save
overtime expenses, the town would
reduce the center’s weekly hours to
between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. (instead of
9 a.m. to 5 p.m.).

However, towards the end of sum-
mer, during heavier usage periods,
the facility will stay open on Thurs-
days until 6 p.m. The town will also
mandate that the center stay open on
every Saturday in January to accom-
modate Christmas-tree removal.

Mr. Gildea said the new hours
would reduce overtime for the con-
servation center by 15 percent, a sav-
ings of $10,000 to $12,000.

[two-family] homes on the block.
Here we are, almost nine months later,
and all I am asking is for you to lift the
restriction. You have never given me
any reason to why you won’t lift it.”

Borough Attorney Robert Renaud
said he sent a letter to Mr. Madden’s
attorney, stipulating that Mr. Madden
would have to abide with nine restric-
tions the council had requested in
order to lift the restriction, to which
Mr. Madden declined.

“These codes and suggestions don’t
make any sense as to what the zoning
code requires. No one else has to
abide by these conditions, so why do
I?” Mr. Madden asked.

Some of the restrictions included:
setting back the building and garage 25
feet, providing parking for two cars per
unit, agreeing that the garage would not
be converted into a living space and
making the house colonial in appear-
ance. Council members voted unani-
mously not to approve a lifting of the
restrictions. At press time, Mr. Madden
could not be reached for comment.

At its next meeting on December 4,
the council will hear an ordinance
regarding whether or not to allow
Bensi’s of Garwood Restaurant at 300
South Avenue to serve alcoholic bev-
erages outside at their sidewalk tables.

Officials encouraged residents to
attend and voice their opinions or
concerns on the application.

Officials announced that the
borough’s Christmas tree-lighting cer-
emony would be held this Saturday
from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. at borough hall.
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Lombardo

intent, but the fact remains that it is not
the province of one municipal govern-
ing body to impose its will and deci-
sion upon another,” Mr. Fischer said.

Thirty-two states now require beer
keg registration, and there are two
bills pending in the New Jersey State
Legislature, S-1341 and A-3291, that
would require keg registration
throughout the state. Retailers would
not be held responsible for the keg’s
destination, but they would have to
affix a label or tag on the keg with the
retailer’s name, address, telephone
number, a unique beer-keg number
and a visible warning that says the
removal or defacement of the label or
tag would be a criminal offense.

The retailer would also have to ob-
tain information from the purchaser
such as a driver’s license number or
other identification number, the date
and time of the purchase, the keg-
identification number and the
purchaser’s signature. The records
would have to be kept on file for at
least three months, and anyone violat-
ing the ordinance would be subject to

a $2,000 fine, up to 90 days in jail or
whatever punishment a court decides.

National Council on Alcoholic and
Drug Dependence Public Affairs and
Policy Director, John Hulick, said in a
statement that the organization encour-
ages municipalities to adopt some form
of the keg-registration law as a way of
cutting down on underage drinking.

“Beer kegs remain one of the most
common sources of alcohol at teen-
age parties,” Mr. Hulick said, “There
is a way to curtail the free-flowing
keg beer, that causes so much harm to
youth, with keg registration.”

The Mountainside borough coun-
cil, which has introduced a similar
ordinance, has put on hold any fur-
ther action on the  ordinance. Westfield
Town Clerk Claire Gray said the town
does not have any such laws on the
books. “I’ve never heard of [a beer
keg ordinance],” Ms. Gray said.

Scotch Plains clerk Barbara Riepe
said, “I never had anyone ask that ques-
tion before [whether the township regu-
lates beer keg purchases].” She said the
town does not have laws governing them.
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GW Tables Keg Ordinance

4Connectons to Sue Borough
For Right-of-Way Approval

By EBONY MCQUEEN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – An attorney
representing a telecommunications
utility company told the borough
council last week of the company’s
intention of suing the borough to gain
access to the Mountainside’s right-
of-way for the installation of fiber-
optic cables.

Parsippany-based 4Connections
LLC appeared before the borough
council in October about its plans of
setting up fiber-optic cables on utility
poles and conduits.

In March 2006, the Westfield coun-
cil passed, by a simple majority, a
resolution permitting 4Connections
to use existing utility easements in
the public rights-of-way to install dark

fiber cable and connect to buildings
on North and South Avenues.

The utility entered into a $500,000
contract with Union County in 2006
to install nine miles of fiber-optic
cable from Elizabeth to Berkeley
Heights, including the three Union
County College (UCC) campuses, the
county’s public safety building in
Westfield, the public works and engi-
neering department building in Scotch
Plains, Runnells Specialized Hospi-
tal in Berkeley Heights, the Park
Madison Building in Plainfield and
the county administration building in
Elizabeth.

“We have tried to contact the
[Mountainside] council, but we
haven’t heard anything,” 4Connec-
tions attorney William Mosca said at
the borough council’s November 20
work session.

Mr. Mosca said he would represent
4connections in a “pending lawsuit”
filed against the borough.

“We have been asking permission
for two years,” Mr. Mosca said. “We
have attempted to settle the matter,
but after hearing nothing, we felt
compelled to protect our client’s
rights.”

In other council business, Borough
Administrator James Debbie pre-
sented the borough with a layout of a
proposed drainage project by the state
Department of Transportation. If ap-
proved, the project would take place
at the Mountain Avenue exit on Route
22 eastbound, heading towards
Springfield. A water-retention basin
would be installed to control flood-
ing near the Echo Plaza shopping
center.

Council members also discussed
the bid for snow removal for 2007-
2008, which has been awarded to
Walter Heckel, Inc. Officials said there
was an error in the previous contract,
which has been corrected and ap-
proved. The amount of umbrella in-
surance, $2 million, was higher than
Walter Heckel, Inc. could carry. The
insurance was changed to $1 million,
but under law, the borough had to re-
bid the contract.

In other business, Councilman
Keith Turner reported back to the
council concerning pool-membership
fees for next year.

According to Mayor Robert
Viglianti, the state kept approximately
$22,000 of revenue generated from a
previous 7-percent sales tax on pool-
membership fees. The state rescinded
the tax this year after it was approved
as part of the state’s 2006 budget.

“I think it’s bizarre for them to
collect a 7-percent tax, change their
mind and then decide to keep it,” Mr.
Turner said. He said there would be a
slight increase in the pool fees in
2008.

A resident asked council members
about the governing body’s plans on
the proposed community, which bor-
ough voters rejected on the Novem-
ber 7 election ballot.

“I think it was pretty obvious what
the town is saying,” Mayor Robert
Viglianti said, adding, “It’s (commu-
nity center) done, dead.”

TV-34 Puts SP Council
Meetings Online

SCOTCH PLAINS — TV-34 has
made Scotch Plains  Township Coun-
cil meetings available for viewing
“on demand” at scotchplainsnj.com.

TV-34 Director William McMeekan
said, “The council meeting is clearly
the most watched program on SPTV,
and we’re glad to provide the opportu-
nity for our residents to view it when
and where they choose. Between our
live cablecasts, the meetings, daily
replays on SPTV and now 24-hour,
seven-days-a-week access, we have
made our township council meetings
the single-most available local-televi-
sion program in our viewing area.”

He said that providing meetings on
the website is good news for Verizon
customers until the FIOS channel
lineup adds SPTV.

Despite Mr. Kean, Mr. Bramnick
and former Rep. Bob Franks of Ber-
keley Heights declining to seek Mr.
Ferguson’s seat, a number of other
Republicans may enter the fray, in-
cluding members of New Jersey po-
litical families. Besides Mayor Marks,
State Senator Leonard Lance of
Hunterdon County (LD-23,
Flemington) has expressed interest,
as have Kate Whitman, the daughter
of former Governor Christine
Whitman, Matt Holt, a Hunterdon
County freeholder and the grandson
of former U.S. Senator Clifford Case,
and Will Mennen, who was elected
last month as a Hunterdon County
freeholder.

Other names that have surfaced in-
clude Summit Councilwoman Kelly
Hatfield, Michael Illions, a former pro
wrestler, Matt Smith, a physician from
Scotch Plains, and Chris Venis of
Hillsborough, a government-relations
professional and former political-cam-
paign operative.

Mr. Marks called his prospective
race “pretty exciting.” He said he had
“always dreamed of having this type
of opportunity,” and cited the old
political adage that much of politics
depends on “being in the right place
at the right time.”
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