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Happy Hanukkah 2007

Trinity Gardens Contests Board Of
Adjustment’s Holy Trinity Decision

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Trinity Gar-
dens Condominium Association
(TGCA) has served the Town of
Westfield, the Westfield Board of
Adjustment and Holy Trinity Roman
Catholic Church a lawsuit.

The grievance contests the town’s
board of adjustment’s August deci-
sion to approve the church’s plan to
demolish an existing building at 512
Westfield Avenue and construct a
three-story addition, which would be
used as a parish center. The board
voted in unanimous fashion, 7-0, to
allow the project.

The Westfield Leader reported that
more than a dozen residents attended
the August meeting to address con-
cerns about the structure’s size and its
effect on traffic and parking in the area.

At the August meeting, Deacon
Thomas Pluta spoke on behalf of Holy
Trinity.

He said the church faces a space
challenge. He told the board that, as a
major benefit to constructing the ad-
dition, Holy Trinity would reclaim
space for its school.

He said the new parish center would
provide a space for children to con-
gregate during mass; currently, they
exit the church and go into the base-
ment. Parishioners could also gather
in the new center after mass, he said.

Attorney David Pierce, representing
the condo association, at the time ad-
dressed the concern that additional space
would attract additional use and people.

“What the board should consider is
the fact that, as one resident indicated,
‘if you build it, they will come,’” he

said. “The building as proposed does
not provide an adequate setback for all
those activities and all that noise.”

Joe Guascotti of Colonial Avenue
in Westfield, whose mother lives in
the condominiums, said at the August
meeting that he thinks it’s “foolhardy”
to assume that a bigger building would
not attract more users.

Attorney Tony Pinto, representing
TGCA, referred The Westfield Leader
to Chip Hoever of the Somerset Man-
agement Group, LLC.

Mr. However serves as TGCA’s
managing agent. TGCA, a corpora-
tion, maintains a board of  directors,
which hires a managing agent to rep-
resent the corporation in all matters,
excluding legal ones. CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Lombardo Discusses Vote to
Rescind RVSA Privatization

By KATHY MARQUES
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Borough council
president Charles Lombardo announced
at the council’s November 20 meeting
that the Rahway Valley Sewerage Au-
thority (RVSA) voted to rescind its
resolution to examine privatizing the
agency.

The vote passed, 7-2. Mr. Lombardo
was one of the RVSA members who
reversed his original vote and voted to
rescind the previous resolution approv-
ing the seeking of requests for propos-
als on privatization. One member ab-

stained from the vote to rescind the
original resolution; one was absent.

“I had my reasons, and I will leave
it at that. As I said at the last council
meeting, the process can be stopped
at any time,” said Mr. Lombardo,
who lost his council re-election bid.

At a meeting in October, RVSA
board members passed, by a 6-5 tally,
a resolution that would look into priva-
tizing the autonomous agency.

Mr. Lombardo, an RVSA commis-
sioner, had voted in favor of the resolu-
tion. The RVSA serves Clark, Cranford,
Garwood, Kenilworth, Mountainside,
Rahway, Roselle Park, Scotch Plains,
Springfield, Westfield, Winfield Park
and Woodbridge. It owns and operates
a trunk-sewer system and a wastewater
treatment facility in Rahway.

In 2006, Garwood’s RVSA assess-
ment rose from $671,000 to $1.3-mil-
lion and one tax point equals approxi-
mately $18,200, equating to $411 for
a household assessed at $100,000. The
RVSA facility is currently undergoing
a $174-million upgrade.

In other business, resident Joseph
Madden addressed the council again
regarding lifting a 60-year deed re-
striction on his single-family home
so he can make it a two-family resi-
dence. Mr. Madden purchased the
home in 2006 and said he “didn’t
think there would be a problem with
expanding since there’s a four-family
[home] across from me and other

Wayne Baker for The Westfield Leader
UP, UP, AND TO WORK...A worker hangs in a basket from a crane to install new lights onto the bottom of the Presbyterian
Church steeple. The Westfield church’s new lights are LED-based, which officials said give them low operating costs and long life.

Mr. Hoever described himself as
“the  voice” of TGCA and told The
Leader on Monday that the “biggest
concerns” of residents  surround the
“proximity” of the approved building
to the condominiums,  issues of storm-
water runoff and the impact the
center’s “additional use” would have
on residents in the area.

He said TGCA has “no objection in
concept” to the proposed structure.
However, he said the newest variance
will drop the existing buffer between
the condos and the church to between
eight and nine feet. He termed the
approved structure as an “egregious
encroachment.” He then called the
BOA’s decision “over-reaching.”

SP Mayor Confirms Bid For
7th-District Congressional Seat

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayor Mar-
tin Marks says he is “moving full
steam ahead” on a run for Congress in
2008 and is presently interviewing
various campaign professionals to
assist him in what could be a crowded
Republican primary field next June.

“I’m in,” the mayor told The
Westfield Leader on Monday, a week
after Republican incumbent Mike
Ferguson of New Providence an-
nounced he would forego running a
fifth term representing the Seventh
Congressional District seat he has
held since 2001. The district includes
54 towns across four New Jersey coun-
ties.

Mr. Marks, who has another year
remaining in his four-year mayoral
term, said Mr. Ferguson’s announce-
ment last week “caused me to step on
the gas” and begin contacting various
state, county and local party officials
to let them know of his interest.

The mayor said he has spoken in
recent days with state party officials,
including chairman Tom Wilson,
Union County Republican Chairman
Phil Morin and his counterparts in
Somerset and Hunterdon Counties,
State Senator Tom Kean, Jr. and As-
semblyman Jon Bramnick (both LD-
21 Westfield), both of whom have
declined to enter the race and munici-
pal party chairmen in Union County.

Mr. Marks said he believes he would
have “a unique advantage” as a gen-
eral-election candidate next year
against Linda Stender of Fanwood,
who Democrats expect to be their
candidate. Ms. Stender came with
one percentage point of defeating  Mr.
Ferguson in 2006.

“I’ll be able to compete against her
in our own backyard,” Mr. Marks said.

While the Seventh District used to
encompass most of Union County,
redistricting following the 2000 U.S.
Census shifted the district further west
into more solidly Republican sec-
tions of Hunterdon and Somerset
counties, as well as a section of
Middlesex County.

“If we can hold our own in Union
County,” Mr. Marks told The Leader,
“then the rest [of the district] should
fall into place.”

He noted that Mr. Ferguson “had a
difficult time in this area” of the dis-
trict, especially a year ago when he
narrowly defeated Mrs. Stender.
“Hunterdon and Somerset saved the
day for him,” Mr. Marks said.

The mayor, who was first elected to
the township council in 1996, said he
is in the midst of interviewing politi-
cal consultants and fundraising orga-
nizations to assist him in his race and
expects to name a campaign chair-
man and set up a formal campaign
structure in the next few weeks.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
DEVILS ADVOCATES...Members of Westfield High School’s marching band and cheerleading squad march along with
the school mascot, the Blue Devil, in the Homecoming Day parade last Wednesday afternoon prior to the annual Powder Puff
football game, in which the junior and senior girls square off against each other. See page 11 for full story.

Appeals Court Rules Against 911
Operator In 2000 Westfield Murder

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — A state appeals
court panel, in ruling earlier this month
that municipal governments can be held
liable when police dispatchers and op-
erators don’t follow proscribed poli-
cies, opened the way for the family of a
Seton Hall University student whose
ex-boyfriend abducted and killed her in
Westfield in May 2000 to sue the City
of Newark because of errors a 911
operator and police dispatcher made.

The unanimous three-judge panel’s
decision, issued in a 30-page ruling

on November 15, overturned an ear-
lier superior- court ruling that Newark
was immune from liability in the death
of Sohayla Massachi, a 23-year-old
university student and 1994 graduate
of Westfield High School who was
abducted by former boyfriend Chris-
topher Honrath from a street near the
Seton Hall campus on May 10, 2000.
Honrath drove Ms. Massachi to his
apartment on Central Avenue where
he shot Ms. Massachi and himself.

On the afternoon of the kidnapping,
two middle-school students saw
Honrath pull a crying and screaming

Ms. Massachi into his car on South
Orange Avenue in front of the univer-
sity in South Orange. At about 2:30
p.m., one of the students ran to the
security booth at the university’s main
gate and reported what she had seen to
a campus security guard, who told her
that the incident “was not on campus,
and there was nothing they could do
for her,” according to family’s lawsuit.

The two students then called the
South Orange Police Department from
one of their homes and reported the
abduction, along with a description of
the two people involved and a descrip-
tion of the car and its license-plate
number. Minutes later, two off-duty
Essex County sheriff’s officers wit-
nessed the abduction and called 911,
which routed the call to Newark, where
a 911 operator told the county officer,
“What are [police] going to do, by the
time they come out this car will be
gone,” according to the lawsuit.

The operator incorrectly entered
information about Honrath’s vehicle
into the 911 system and failed to report
its last known location or that it was in
motion, according to the lawsuit.

Because of the errors, police were
dispatched to the Seton Hall location,
arriving long after Honrath and Ms.
Massachi had left. Less than 30 minutes
after the kidnapping, Honrath and Ms.
Massachi arrived in Westfield, where
police soon responded to a 911 call
reporting domestic violence and a fight
in the apartment at 756 Central Avenue,
according to the lawsuit and a May 2000
edition of The Westfield Leader.

After gunshots were heard inside
the building, police contacted the
Union County Emergency Response
team. Authorities eventually stormed
the building, where they found Honrath
dead of a self-inflicted gunshot wound
and Massachi critically wounded from
a gunshot. She died two days later.

At the time, Westfield Police Lt. Frank
Brunelle described the security guard
and the 911 operator’s actions to The
Leader as “a comedy of errors. Only it
was a tragedy instead of a comedy.”

Ms. Massachi’s family’s lawsuit al-
leges that a series of missteps by the
Newark 911 operator and police dis-
patcher caused police to search for the
wrong car and respond to the wrong
location, thereby missing any opportu-
nity they would have had to save Ms.
Massachi’s life. In reversing the lower
court, the appellate panel said 911 op-
erators and police dispatchers are not
immunized “from the results of their
negligently executed ministerial duties.”

While state law says that a “public
employee is not liable for an injury
resulting from the exercise of judgment
or discretion vested in him” and a “pub-
lic entity is not liable for an injury
resulting from the exercise of judgment
or discretion vested in the entity,” state
statute also does not “exonerate a pub-
lic employee for negligence arising out
of his acts or omissions in carrying out
his ministerial functions,” according to
the appellate-court decision.

GW Council Tables
Beer-Keg Ordinance

By KATHY MARQUES
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Borough council
members have tabled a beer-keg reg-
istration ordinance indefinitely so
Borough Attorney Robert Renaud
could look into “the wording of the
ordinance and research it better.”

They tabled the ordinance at both
the October 9 and October 23 council
meetings.

“I have not been told that it will be on
the agenda again this year,” Christina
Ariemma, borough administrator, said.

The state Division of Alcoholic
Beverages Control (ABC) issued the
ordinance that would require alcohol
sellers to register beer kegs. In a letter
dated October 2, ABC Director Jerry
Fischer said that “a statewide regula-
tion would be required to effectively
administer a keg-registration pro-
cess.”

He also said a shortfall of the reg-
istration ordinances that have been
passed in Riverside, Belmar and Free-
hold is that they do not prevent an
underage drinker from purchasing a
keg from a city that does not have the
ordinance in place.

“This again may have been a noble

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
WE’VE GOT SPIRIT...Westfield High School cheerleaders and friends show
their school pride as they drive down East Broad Street as part of last Wednesday’s
annual homecoming parade and Powder Puff football game. See story on page 11.

Westfield Shrinks Free Holiday
Parking From 4 Weeks to 2

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The council turned
down a joint proposal from the
Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce (WACC) and the Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) Tues-
day night that would have adjusted
the holiday-parking program beyond
the typical practice of bagging on-
street meters.

Finance Policy Committee Chair-
man Peter Echausse reminded col-
leagues that historically, around the
latter part of the year, the town has
agreed to make on-street meter park-
ing gratis for a period of three to four
weeks.

However, as Mr. Echausse informed
the council, this year, the WACC and
DWC jointly proposed to reduce the
plan to two weeks but, with the
council’s consent, “open up” the pro-
gram to include both on-street meters
and pay-station lots.

Mr. Echausse said his concerns with
the plan were twofold. One, he
doubted the police department had
the manpower needed to continually
mark tires at two- and four-hour in-
tervals for on-street and pay-station

parking, respectively.
Also, Mr. Echausse and the com-

mittee performed an analysis of pay-
station revenue from December 2005
and 2006 and estimated that the town
would lose roughly $30,000 alone
from the pay-station portion of the
venture, not counting an estimated
shortfall of $10,000 from bagging
on-street meters.

Because of the $40,000 gross rev-
enue loss, “excessive constraints on
the police department” to enforce the
policy and “in lieu of revenue con-
straints,” the town recommended hon-
oring only free on-street parking dur-
ing the two weeks the organizations
proposed.

While town administrator Jim
Gildea said the “business community
is divided” when it comes to how to
handle holiday-parking arrange-
ments, the organizations preferred a
shorter time period with more free
parking than a longer period with less
free parking.

The council eventually voted
against the groups’ joint proposal and
decided to honor only free on-street
parking between December 15 and

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
FIRED UP...Westfield High School students and alumni gather around the
bonfire during the high school’s annual homecoming festivities, held last Wednes-
day.
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