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Young Republicans Hail
Sytko, Celebrate Election

MORRISTOWN – The New Jer-
sey Young Republican Federation
(NJYRF) saw three members win
office for the first time and a former
state chairman garner a seat in the
State Assembly.

Former State Chairman Declan
O’Scanlon was elected to the As-
sembly representing Monmouth and
Mercer Counties. Jay Webber was
elected to the Assembly represent-
ing Morris and Passaic Counties.
Matthew Moench and Anthony
Sytko won council seats in
Bridgewater and Garwood, respec-
tively.

“This is an exciting time for Young
Republicans in New Jersey,” NJYRF
Vice-Chairman Kevin Leary, Jr. said.
“The vast majority of our members
are involved in politics in some way,
and we are very proud of all of our
members who choose to run for elec-
tive office. They can bring the per-
spective of a younger generation to
elective office and work hard to
change the way business is done in
New Jersey.”

Assemblyman-Elect O’Scanlon,
the current Council President in
Little Silver, served as the NJYRF
chairman following active involve-
ment at other levels in the Young
Republicans.

Assemblyman-Elect Webber, an
attorney from Morris Plains, is a
member of the Morris County Young
Republicans. Amanda Woloshen,

National Committeewoman, and
Kevin Leary, Jr., vice-chairman for
the NJYRF managed Assemblyman-
Elect Webber’s primary campaign.

Councilman-Elect Moench was
elected to his first term as a council-
man in Bridgewater. A veteran of
service on several township and
county boards, Councilman-Elect
Moench is currently the chairman of
the Somerset County Young Republi-
cans and the Northwest Regional vice
chairman for the NJYRF.

Councilman-Elect Sytko, a law
student, will be starting his first
term as a councilman in Garwood,
following prior service on the
Garwood Board of Education. He is
the chairman of the Union County
Young Republicans and Northeast
regional vice chairman for the
NJYRF.

“We are excited by what these four
dedicated members of our organiza-
tion will do in office,” Chairman
Steven Moersdorf said.

“We look forward to their tenures
and know that they will improve the
quality of life for people in our state
and serve as role models to other
members of our organization who
seek elective office in the future,”
he said.

“The New Jersey Young Republi-
cans are growing stronger all across
our state, and this year’s elections
are strong examples of that growth,”
he added.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics
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Governor Corzine to Release
Monetization Plan Early in ‘08
Governor Jon Corzine said last

Thursday at the League of Munici-
palities Convention in Atlantic City
that his “asset-monetization” plan
would restructure the state’s $32-bil-
lion debt by cutting it in half. He said
the state would not sell its toll roads,
and “there will be no lease to any
private bidder or foreign owner.” He
said the state plans to hold “town-hall-
style” meetings in all 21 counties in
the state to promote his plan, the de-
tails of which “will not be put forward
until the beginning of next year.”

GOP Chairman Calls
Monetization a ‘Fraud’

State GOP Chairman Tom Wilson
responded to the Governor’s asset-
monetization plan: “As predicted, the
Governor is preparing the single-larg-
est debt issuance in state history and
the mother of all toll hikes to pay for
it. Calling this scheme ‘debt reduc-
tion is a fraud’…The total amount
owed to pay off our debt will be
larger, not smaller” and will be footed
by taxpayers in “higher tolls for gen-
erations,” he said.

“Voters want Trenton to get their
foot off their throat and their hands
out of their pocket(s). They want the
Governor to cut taxes, cut spending,
stop borrowing and help them get
their fiscal house in order.” He also
said Mr. Corzine should veto the Port
Authority of New York and New
Jersey’s proposed $2 toll hike to $8
on Hudson River bridges and tunnels.

State DOE to Release New
Aid Formula in a ‘Few Weeks’
The New Jersey Department of

Education plans to release its school-
funding-formula plan “within the next
few weeks,” Governor Jon Corzine
said last Thursday at the League of
Municipalities Convention in Atlan-
tic City. He said, “The essence of the
plan is to allocate dollars by children
and their needs, not by geography or
zip codes.”
Bon Jovi’s Agent Denies Rumor
Of Rocker’s Run for Governor
A publicist for rock star Jon Bon

Jovi has denied that the performer is
eying political office. New York Post
columnist Richard Johnson said in
his opinion column last week that
Bon Jovi has kept his Red Bank home,
even though he resides in Manhattan,
and has performed at fundraisers for
national Democratic candidates with
the possibility of running for Gover-
nor. His publicist, Ken Sunshine, pre-
viously served as chief of staff for

former New York Mayor David
Dinkins.

NY Governor Pulls Plan
For Illegal Immigrant Licenses
New York Governor Eliot Spitzer

has pulled his plan to allow illegal
immigrants to obtain drivers’ licenses,
The New York Post reported last
Wednesday. But he said, “States,
towns and villages still have to deal
with the practical reality of that fail-
ure. In New York, that means one-
million documented workers.”

AARP Lobbies for Paid Family
Leave at N. Jersey Statehouse
The AARP held a press conference

Monday at the New Jersey State-
house to endorse legislation for paid
family leave. AARP, the New Jersey
AFL-CIO, New Jersey Citizen Ac-
tion and National Family Caregivers
representatives attended the event.

“Paid family leave is a self-funded
plan that would allow workers to take
leave to care for family members, with
modest compensation. The legislation
is currently stalled in the Statehouse,”
according to an AARP press release.
Jury Indicts Ex-Camden Teachers

Union Head for Stealing Funds
A state grand jury in Mercer County

has indicted former Camden Educa-
tion Association (CEA) President
Claraliene Gordon for allegedly steal-
ing $15,000 in funds from the teach-
ers union by using a union-funded
credit/debit card to finance her gam-
bling habit. She faces a maximum
five-year prison term and a $15,000
fine if convicted by a state superior
court in Camden County.

Early Childhood and Camp

Open House 
Sunday, December 2 
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Where children are inspired all year round 

Questions?  Contact Robin Brous, Early Childhood Services Director, at rbrous@jccnj.org or ext. 204 or Randi Zucker, Assistant Camp Director, at campyachad@jccnj.org or ext. 253. 
The JCC of Central NJ is a constituent agency of the United Way and the Jewish Federation of Central NJ.    Financial assistance is available for membership and various programs. 

Preschool & 
camp tours 

Meet the staff 

Fun, snacks, & 
giveaways!

Early Childhood Services:
infant & toddler programs, NAEYC-accredited 

 preschool, NAEYC-accredited full-day Kindergarten, 
 swim lessons, music, art, sports, cooking, & science
Inspiring children to explore & grow. 

Camp Yachad:
on-site day camp for ages 3–10 & travel camp 

 options for ages 10–15 
Amazing summers start here!

Wilf Jewish Community Campus 
1391 Martine Avenue, Scotch Plains, NJ  07076 
908-889-8800 • www.jccnj.org   

... and then join us  
6:30 p.m. December 6  

for an outrageously hip Jewish 
concert for kids featuring                 

ShirLaLa
Contact the JCC for more information!

THANKSGIVING. MADE EASY.
                                (AT LEAST THE WINE PART)

Open daily until 10pm, Thanksgiving Day until 3pm
Join us for a Complimentary sampling of Thanksgiving wines

Fri., Nov 16, 5-8pm, Tues., Nov 20  5-8pm

23 Elm Street • Westfield, NJ • 908-232-5050
www.coolvines.com

TOWN CRIER…Assistant Scoutmaster of Westfield Troop 77 Tom Sherry, left,
receives the Boy Scout Award of Merit from Dean Roth at the annual dinner on
November 15. Mr. Sherry has been a scout leader for 10 years and a volunteer at
the Miller Cory House. He is now the Westfield town crier.

John Birch Society Makes
Appearance at Street Fair

By DEBBIE HOFFMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Earlier this fall,
the Reverend Ed Carll, senior minis-
ter at First United Methodist Church,
left a meeting of the Martin Luther
King Association and headed straight
to Westfield’s Festifall street fair.

“Imagine my surprise when I saw a
booth manned by the John Birch So-
ciety (JBS),” he said. “I didn’t know
they were around anymore.”

The JBS is a conservative organi-
zation founded in 1958 to fight what
it considered to be the growing threat
against the U.S. Constitution and the
infiltration of Communists in the U.S.
government.

According to its website, the society
“endorses the timeless principles of the
Declaration of Independence” and “la-
bors to warn against and expose the
forces that seek to abolish U.S. inde-
pendence, build a world government or
otherwise undermine our personal lib-
erties and national independence.”

“A lot of people are smearing us and
hurting a lot of people who love their
country,” said Kip Webster, field coor-
dinator for the society in New Jersey.
“We are not anti-Semitic or racist in
any way, and there is no place for those
type of people in our organization.”

According to Donnell Carr, vice
president of the Martin Luther King
Association in Westfield, the JBS
strongly opposed the Civil-Rights
Movement in the 1960s. “During that
time, you often identified them with
the Confederacy,” he said, saying that
signs advertising the JBS often in-
cluded the Confederate flag.

“We were glad to see the end of

state-sponsored discrimination and
Jim Crowe laws,” Mr. Webster re-
sponded. “Affirmative action, on the
other hand, has created reverse-dis-
crimination.”

Mr. Carr said he is “a little surprised”
to still see the John Birch Society but
said, “I knew they were still around.”

As opposed to the Ku Klux Klan,
Mr. Carr said the JBS was a “non-
threatening” entity.

At street fairs, the JBS has handed
out literature and asked people to
sign petitions to end illegal immigra-
tion.

“We get good support at street fairs,”
Mr. Webster said.

“The JBS is opposed to illegal immi-
gration, not all immigrants,” he added.
“The JBS has nothing against the one
million immigrants who come here le-
gally every year. We oppose illegal
immigration because it’s illegal.”

Mr. Webster said the organization
gets a very good response at street
fairs. “People are fed up that we are
losing jobs. Our salaries are being
suppressed,” he said about immigrants
coming to the United States and work-
ing in the computer and high-tech
sectors. “They are coming here le-
gally, but they are depressing the
wages of middle-class America.”

He said that between illegal immi-
grants taking entry-level jobs and le-
gal immigrants taking high-tech jobs,
middle America is getting squeezed.

The Westfield Neighborhood Coun-
cil sponsors the annual street fair.
“They applied for space. They paid
for space, and legally, there’s nothing
we can do,” said Harold Cohen, presi-
dent of the council.

Port Authority Proposes
Toll And Fare Increase

AREA — The Port Authority of
New York and New Jersey has pro-
posed a toll and fare increase for tun-
nels, bridges and the PATH system to
fund $650 million in annual security
costs and a nearly $30 billion long-
term capital-investment program. It
has authorized public hearings on the
proposed increases as a part of its
community-outreach process.

The agency released a 2007-2016
capital plan totaling $29.5 billion, which
includes investments of $1 billion more
for the new Hudson River passenger
rail tunnel, bringing the new total to $3
billion, an additional $680 million for
the PATH to create longer trains on the
World Trade Center line and an addi-
tional $350 million for Stewart Interna-
tional Airport redevelopment.

The plan would keep bridges and
tunnels in a state of good repair ($4
billion), overhaul and modernize the
PATH system to increase its capacity
by more than 25 percent ($3.3 billion),
rebuild the World Trade Center site
($8.4 billion), construct a new Goethals
Bridge ($1 billion), remove toll booths
and install electronic toll collection
($100 million), expand and modernize
security at JFK and LaGuardia airports
($3.1 billion) and redevelop Stewart
International Airport ($500 million).

Agency officials detailed increas-
ing costs. Security expenditures in
2008 will bring the Port Authority’s
security spending since 9/11 to more
than $3.7 billion. In addition to emer-
gency-management capabilities, ma-
jor security projects include installa-
tion of a state-of-the-art airport perim-
eter protection system ($139 million),
hardening the PATH system ($840 mil-
lion), retrofitting and strengthening
the Port Authority Bus Terminal ($100
million) and additional hardening of
tunnels and bridges ($275 million).

Port Authority Chairman Anthony
Coscia said, “We must invest now to

provide security, maintain our bridges
and tunnels, improve mass transit and
reduce congestion. An open, trans-
parent process will take place over
the coming weeks so the public will
have full opportunity to evaluate this
proposal before any board action.”

Port Authority Executive Director
Anthony Shorris said, “Besides secur-
ing our assets and protecting existing
infrastructure, we are demonstrating
our commitment to a more sustainable
region with investments and discounts
that will reduce the numbers of cars as
well as by offering our first incentives
for low-emission vehicles.”

GreenPass: Under the current pro-
posal, tunnel and bridge customers us-
ing low-emission vehicles with E-ZPass
during off-peak hours will pay a $4 toll
— no increase above the current off-
peak fare. The Port Authority will be
among the first transportation agencies
in the nation to implement such a plan.

Toll and Fare Increases: To fund
increasing security costs and the con-
struction projects in its capital plan,
the Port Authority outlined a proposal
to increase tolls and fares to generate
additional revenue. The agency last
increased tolls in March 2001. The
prior increase occurred in 1991.

The proposal would expand con-
gestion pricing to encourage off-peak
driving. It contemplates that tolls for
drivers using E-ZPass on the Port
Authority’s two tunnels and four
bistate bridges would increase from
$4 to $6 for off-peak travel and from
$5 to $8 in peak hours, providing a
greater incentive for off-peak use.
Cash tolls would increase from $6 to
$8. The toll increase for trucks and
buses would vary, depending on size.

Daily PATH commuters would see
an increase from $1.20 to $1.50. Cash
fares would increase from $1.50 to $2.

More information is available at
the agency’s website, panynj.gov.
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