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through” after mayors said at last
December’s mayors’ forum for the 11
member towns of the RVSA that they
opposed looking into privatization at
the time.

Mr. Landale said at the meeting
that Mr. Pelissier is “under investiga-
tion for collecting a state pension
while serving as a consultant for
Rahway doing the same work that he
was before his retirement.”

“I am very concerned that his
position,…serving once again as
[Rahway’s] business administrator
and as the director of its redevelop-
ment agency, creates a conflict or the
appearance of a conflict in his duties
as a member of this authority,” Mr.
Landale said in his statement at the
RVSA meeting.

Mr. Pelissier said Mr. Landale’s
statement was “slanderous.”

The Rahway commissioner has been
ordered to repay $330,000 in pension
payments he received after state offi-
cials discovered he retired as adminis-
trator to a Montana ranch but was re-
ceiving almost the same income as a
consultant to the redevelopment agency,
a violation of state pension rules.

Mountainside Borough Attorney

When asked if the borough has
made progress in terms of its discus-
sions with Verizon, he said, “We’re
supposed to be on Verizon, but we
have not heard back from them.”

Speaking on the possibility of
Westfielders losing the option to
watch Fanwood news, Ms. Kimmins
said, “I hated to see it go...but I don’t
think most people will miss it.”

She said she wasn’t “thrilled” with
the second Westfield station being
shown on different channels.

“Right now, [utilizing 35] is not an
option with Verizon…We will work
to have them be the same number if
we have the opportunity,” she said.

Comcast users in Westfield would
still see Scotch Plains’ TV-34.

She told the newspaper that about
85 percent of homes in Westfield use
Comcast or Verizon, which will show
the local-access channel. Satellite
providers will not carry the channel.

Ms. Kimmins noted that the town
would “have to [make changes]
slowly.” She said, “The consensus is
that we didn’t know if we have enough
programming [to support two chan-
nels]. To go to 35 might be confus-
ing.”

The board discussed the possibil-
ity of the high school having its own
channel and the town operating its
own. However, “we felt that idea was
going away from what we’re trying to
do, [which is] trying to have the two
work together to complement each
other.”

Saying the jump to a second chan-
nel was “premature” at present, she
said, “At the moment, there are no
plans to use the second channel. Even-
tually, I’d like to see it.”

When asked to specify about a time-
table, she added, “Until we have all
the pieces, I don’t see us using it
before the first of the year.”

Speaking on FIOS offering TV-36
on its service, despite only the bulle-
tin board’s functionality at present,
Ms. Kimmins said, “You’re seeing
something, which is progress.”

“It’s exciting,” she said. “We’re
still working on the glitches…I ap-
preciate everyone’s patience.”

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (LD-
21, Westfield), who has asked the
state Board of Public Utilities (BPU)
and Governor Jon Corzine’s office to
intervene in the dispute between
Comcast and Verizon, told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, “I am not
happy until all towns have full access.
I’m not happy yet. The law was clear.
Statewide cable providers were to
provide access – period.”

Deeming the lack of local-access
channels “an emergency-manage-
ment issue,” he added, “Each town
shouldn’t have to beg [to have its
access channels shown]. This small,
little movement is not sufficient.”

He told the newspaper, “It’s going
to be a long time until the Governor or
the BPU intercede.”

He said the Governor has not corre-
sponded regarding this matter.

* * *
Local lawmakers converged on

Atlantic City this week for the New
Jersey League of Municipalities Con-
vention. Scotch Plains representatives
again conferred with representatives
from Verizon during the visit.

Reached after returning to the town-
ship from south Jersey, Councilman
Kevin Glover said the issue of having
TV-34 on both major providers was
“clearly on our radar.”

Mr. Glover said he met a Verizon
representative from Union County at
the convention and told him “it’s one
of our priorities. We want to make
sure the bridge is in place. From my
understanding, the Verizon folks have
an obligation to provide that service.
So, they’re being pressed about when
this is going to happen.”

When asked for further comment,
he deferred to Township Manager
Thomas Atkins.

Mr. Atkins acknowledged that
Scotch Plains has received multiple
complaints from FIOS customers.

“They aren’t unhappy with Verizon,
but they want TV-34,” he said.

Mr. Atkins told the newspaper that
the township sent a letter to Verizon
and the Office of Cable Television at
the BPU.

“We made a request for a return
feed, so [Verizon] can hook up to it.

We made that request over three
months ago.”

Mr. Atkins said that Mayor Martin
Marks, himself, Mr. Glover and Coun-
cilman Jeff Strauss stopped at the
Verizon booth and asked when cus-
tomers could expect TV-34 to be avail-
able on FIOS.

“We bombarded them in force,”
Mr. Atkins said.

Mr. Atkins said Verizon indicated
that it would reach out to the town-
ship this week or after Thanksgiving.

“They said they intend to start
Scotch Plains very soon,” Mr. Atkins
said. “It’s the next thing on the list.
That’s where we are.”

In an e-mail, Scotch Plains Mayor
Martin Marks echoed the comments
of Mr. Atkins. In addition, he said,
“[Installing the return feed] should
be accomplished in the next few
weeks, and the [Verizon] representa-
tives assured me that Scotch Plains
Verizon customers will be on air in
the early part of 2008 at the latest.”

Verizon spokesman Rich Young
told The Times, “We just turned on
Westfield and expect to have between
10 and 12 towns fully operational by
the end of the year.”

He said he could offer “no specif-
ics” on the progress of local-access
channels’ availability on FIOS in
Fanwood, Mountainside and Scotch
Plains.

Mr. Young explained that FIOS is
still building its network in Fanwood.

He estimated that there would be
no further developments in terms of
other Union County towns until early
2008 at the earliest.

He told the newspaper that FIOS
has “only been in business under 11
months” and said the company is still
pursuing interconnectivity agree-
ments, which he said are in the BPU’s
hands at this point.

In terms of working to have consis-
tency with channels’ numbers, he said,
“We always want to work with the
communities. We have to look at the
channel lineup. Our engineers will
certainly work with the town; if it’s
possible, we’ll work to make it hap-
pen.”

William McMeekan of Scotch
Plains Television said in an e-mail to
the newspaper that he was “eager” to
have Scotch Plains Television carried
by both providers.

In addition, he hoped the switch
would lead to better quality audio.

“From everything I’ve heard,
Verizon offers an outstanding signal
to their viewers,” Mr. McMeekan said.
“This is especially important since
Scotch Plains Television continues to
suffer from poor audio on Comcast
digital cable, a problem that has ex-
isted for well over a year and has
remained uncorrected by Comcast.”
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New Year’s
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December 27

John Post said he sees the complaint
as Mr. Pelissier seeking to get even
with Mr. Landale for his statement.

“[The complaint] is perceived as
retribution” on the part of Mr. Pelissier
for Mr. Landale’s “vigorous opposi-
tion to [privatization efforts] initiated
by Pelissier that are not consistent
with previous positions taken by the
authority,” Mr. Post said, referring to
last year’s mayors’ forum.

He added that Mr. Pelissier’s dis-
tribution of copies of the complaint to
the media “is further evidence of his
perceived retribution.”

The local finance board’s ethics panel
hears cases involving towns without
local ethics committees or multi-juris-
diction agencies such as the RVSA.
Mountainside has its own ethics panel.

When contacted by The Times, the
board would not discuss the matter.

“We can neither confirm nor deny
the existence of an ethics complaint,”
said Chris Donnelly, a spokesman
with the state Department of Com-
munity Affairs under which the local
finance board falls.

RVSA commissioners make $600
annually; they attend 20 meetings a
year. The board chairman earns $2,000.
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FW Planning Bd. Reviews
Redevelopment Parking Plans

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The borough’s
planning board this week saw the first
detailed parking plan for the Fanwood
downtown redevelopment project, a
venture that began more than seven
years ago.

During the board’s agenda meeting
Monday night, engineer Joseph
Staigar, a professional planner the
borough hired, and attorney Dan
McCarthy presented a parking plan
accounting for a total of 287 parking
spaces, including 59 commuter spaces,
20 residential spaces and 16 on-street
parking spots along Martine and La
Grande Avenues. The borough’s ordi-
nance requires 216 spaces.

Mayor Colleen Mahr said the show-
ing of surplus parking answered the
questions the board had.

Mr. Staigar said since there is a sur-
plus, there is “more opportunity to beau-
tify this area with landscaping.” He said
utilizing five to eight parking spots
could be modified to add plantings.

Also, about eight spaces would be
taken for use of waste and recycling
kiosks around the redevelopment zone.

The parking design also includes
71 rental or owned living units and
55,000-square feet of retail space.
The drawing showed areas designated
for the Marcovecchio site on South
Avenue, which will have retail at
ground level with 10 rental or owned
living spaces above. The Station
Mews site at 234 South Avenue will
have retail on the ground level and
eight rental or owned units above.

Plans for Fanwood Village Inves-
tors, 254 and 256 South Avenue, still
awaiting board approval, propose re-
tail on street level, with two floors
above consisting of 16 condos or
apartments, and Station Square at
Fanwood with 24 town homes.

Mr. Staigar and Mr. McCarthy said
there were some other potential in-
vestors for rental or owned units. They
also said Joe Penzio may want to
develop his site at 35 Second Street,
which backs onto rear of the
Livingston-Wilbor property, accord-
ing to the borough’s website.

According to a summary of property-
owner and merchant surveys on down-
town redevelopment on Fanwood’s
website, Mr. Ponzio has had some con-
cerns with residential density being too
high and thought a three-story building
would be too tall. The website stated “he
tried to develop his property with Pin-
nacle Communities and wanted to buy
the Dean Oil site.”

“It won’t negatively affect the park-
ing if Ponzio’s property stays the
same,” Mr. Staigar said.

Fanwood Village Investors will go
before the planning board during its
regular meeting next Wednesday. If
the board approves the plan, the ex-
isting building will be demolished
and replaced with a three-story mixed-
use building. Mayor Mahr said she
hopes to have things in place for the
downtown redevelopment zone in
about a year.

The board also approved a resolution
for the major subdivision Woodcliff,
Inc., sought for 7 Beverly Avenue.

SPF BOE Awards $1.98-Mil.
Contract for HS Turf Field

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education unani-
mously approved one of eight bids
for the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School turf-field project at its monthly
agenda meeting last Thursday.

The board awarded the bid to Da-
kota Excavating Contractor of
Bergenfield for $1.98 million, $20,000
shy of the $2-million referendum ceil-
ing. Board Business Administrator
Anthony Del Sordi informed the board
that once it approved a bid, the con-
tracts could be finalized and work
could begin in the spring.

Mr. Del Sordi said the project would
not interfere with field activity and
the job will be completed by the fall
of 2008. He reported that all of the
bids, including ones for different types
of turf, came within $20,000 of each
other. The turf the board chose,
Duraspine monofilament, was one of
six alternative turfs put out to bid.
Because of the bids that came in on
November 13, the vote was added to
last Thursday’s meeting agenda.

Superintendent of Schools Marga-
ret Hayes gave a presentation high-
lighting key elements of the 2006-
2007 district goals. During a
powerpoint presentation, Ms. Hayes
reviewed three broad categories of
focus of the district’s goals: an in-
crease in the capacity for continual
improvement in student achievement,
evaluation and improvement of fa-
cilities to provide for a maximum
learning environment and student
safety and expansion of technology
to enhance student learning and par-
ent-teacher communication.

Board member Donald Parisi said
this year’s goals were more outcome
oriented and easier to measure, while
last year’s goals were more process
oriented and harder to measure.

District goals Ms. Hayes high-
lighted were implementing strategies
to move more students into advanced-
proficiency categories and improved
efficiency of the electronic input sys-
tem tracking student data. Upgrades
made to the buildings, including up-
dating the technology infrastructure
were also among the district’s achieve-
ments, the superintendent said.

Ms. Hayes also presented the pre-
liminary goals for the 2007-2008
school year, which she said the BOE
would vote on at its next meeting.

She told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times she was pleased with the
progress made on the district’s goals.
She said the federal government’s No
Child Left Behind benchmarks would
be raised this year, making these goals
more significant. A complete outline
of the district goals can be found on the
district’s website at spfk12.org.

In other business, the board voted
to approve a variety of programs,
including the 2008-2009 mentoring
plan, the SPFHS Studies Revisions
program and the Reading Recovery
Training program, which certifies
teachers through a contract with the
Bridgewater-Raritan Board of Edu-
cation, for a cost of $5,250.

The board adopted a resolution pro-

claiming the week of November 11-
17 as the 2007 American Education
Week, recognizing the value of ex-
cellent public schools. This year’s
theme is “Great Public Schools: A
basic right and our responsibility.”

Board member Linda Nelson was
one of the speakers at an event the
Garden State Coalition of Schools
sponsored. She told the board the fo-
cus of the event was the new school-
funding formula, which she said would
soon be released from either the
Governor’s office or the New Jersey
State Legislature, outlining the amount
of state aid each district will receive.

The expectation, she said, was that
the new formula would be wealth-based,
eliminating a large amount of the fund-
ing that wealthy districts, such as Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, receive. The district
can expect to lose approximately $3
million in state aid should the new
wealth-based funding formula replace
the current needs-based or categorical
aid system, Ms. Nelson said.

Ms. Nelson told the board she
wanted to wait for the numbers to be
released before drafting a letter to
Governor Jon Corzine regarding the
district’s needs. Board President Trip
Whitehouse said he sent a letter to the
Governor regarding the new formula
and received word back that the Gov-
ernor was not fielding questions on
this issue at the present time.

Mr. Whitehouse said he attended a
workshop on school funding at the
New Jersey School Boards Convention
in Atlantic City held earlier this month.

“It is perceived that we have the
ability to absorb a $3-million loss,”
he said. A full report on the funding of
special education in public schools is
available on the School Board
Association’s website, njsba.org.

The BOE will hold its next meeting on
November 29 at 7:30 p.m. in the Ever-
green School administration offices.

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
EARLY SNOW FALL…The area was hit by the first snowfall of the season on
Monday as the area received a dusting of the white stuff.

Pelissier is under investigation for
possible abuses of the state’s retire-
ment system and that Rahway’s water
system’s operation is contracted to
United Water, a likely bidder in the
event that RVSA pursues privatization.

In his response, Mr. Mazzarella
called the statement “character assas-
sination.” He noted that his votes fol-
lowed the long-standing position of
Clark Township. He closed by saying
Mr. Landale’s statement “shows him
to be ill-mannered, disrespectful and
surely unbecoming of a gentleman.”

The board introduced a motion to
approve purchasing RVSA employ-
ees 60 $30 gift certificates from Su-
permarkets General instead of the tra-
ditional gift of a turkey.

Mr. Pelissier questioned the pro-
priety of giving gift certificates. Terry
Cubba, standing in as counsel for
Brian Hak, opined that giving gift
certificates was not legal.

When questioned further, she said
she believed that giving either a cash
gift or a turkey would be legal. The
board passed the measure with a few
abstentions pending a legal review.

Police Arrest E. Orange
Men in Gun Case

WESTFIELD – Police arrested two
East Orange men on weapon posses-
sion charges the evening of Novem-
ber 13 after one of them allegedly
pointed a gun at a woman at her
Stirling Place residence.

Sergeant Scott Rodger of the
Westfield Police Department said
Ramone Jenkins, 25, and Altariq
Mattox, 24, are believed to have driven
to the victim’s home in a Mercury
Sable driven by Jenkins.

Jenkins allegedly then went to the
victim’s house and pointed a firearm
at her, demanding she come outside,
before returning to the vehicle and
leaving the scene with Mattox.

Sergeant Rodger said police do not
know what prompted the suspect to
retreat from the victim’s home but said
the gun was not fired and the victim was
not injured. He said police believe the
victim and suspect know each another.

Police received a report at 7:24 p.m.
that there was a man with a handgun
on the street. Officers Joseph Martino,
Robert Bartkus, Marcin Kapka and
John Tango arrested the suspects after
stopping the pair in their vehicle on
the 600 block of Ripley Place.

Sergeant Rodger said police recov-
ered a .32 caliber Smith and Wesson
revolver from the suspects’ car.

Jenkins was charged with posses-
sion of a weapon for unlawful pur-
pose, unlawful possession of a hand-
gun and aggravated assault while
pointing a firearm. He was held on
$75,000 bail. Mattox was charged
with unlawful possession of a hand-
gun and was held on $20,000 bail.

said he wanted to “strongly reaffirm
the confidence Democrats have in
Linda Stender and her ability to de-
feat any Republican who replaces
Mr. Ferguson on the ballot.”

Meanwhile, Mrs. Stender, a candi-
date for the Congressional seat in the
2008 race, said, “I respect Congress-
man Ferguson’s decision not to seek
re-election and, as the mother of three
children, I understand the difficulty
of juggling the demands of public
service and family. But one of my
strongest motivations for running for
Congress is the well being of all fami-
lies and the future of all children.”

Republican U.S. Senate candidate
Anne Estabrook said, “I admire [Mr.
Ferguson] for putting his family first
at this time in his life. Mike served
with great honor and distinction. He
is a fine public servant.”

Anthony Attanasio of Westfield,
who has worked on a number of cam-
paigns and for the Union County
Republican Committee, said Mr.
Ferguson’s decision “now improves
the GOP’s chances of retaining the
seat.”

“[Ms. Stender’s] greatest strength
going into this year was that it was a
rematch against Mike, who barely
hung on last year after being defined
as a 100-percent [President] Bush
man. A fresh face who can define
themself in this GOP-leaning district
will now move this race out of her
reach,” Mr. Attanasio said.

Possible candidates for the open
seat include State Senator Leonard
Lance (LD-23, Hunterdon County)
and State Senator-Elect Kip Bateman
(LD-23, Somerset), as well as free-
holders from two of the four counties
that make up the 7th district.
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Scotch Plains
Thursday, November 15, an employee

at a Park Avenue restaurant reported that
a coworker yelled at him while they were
both at work.

Thursday, November 15, Daniel
Schmatz, 20, of Cranford and Steven
Jaques, 19, of Union were arrested and
charged with possession of marijuana after
being stopped for a motor-vehicle viola-
tion. Both men were transported to police
headquarters where they were processed
and released, police said.

Friday, November 16, a resident of
Terrill Road reported that someone broke
a window on her motor-vehicle and stole
several items from inside the vehicle.

Friday, November 16, Anthony Henry,
41, of Edison was arrested on an outstand-
ing warrant after a motor-vehicle stop. Ac-
cording to police, he was transported to the
Union County jail after failing to post bail.

Friday, November 16, Beatrice Beauvoir,
28, of Plainfield was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after a motor-vehicle stop.
Police said she was transported to police
headquarters, posted bail and was released.

Sunday, November 18, Marcus
VanHalen, 35, and Michele Coppola, 25,
both of Berkeley Heights, were arrested
for possession of cocaine after a motor
vehicle stop. According to police, both
were transported to the Union County jail
after failure to post bail.

Sunday, November 18, Joel Baron, 18,
and Jeremy Antoine, 18, both of Scotch
Plains, were arrested for illegal posses-
sion of weapons. Police said they stopped
the men for a motor-vehicle violation, at
which time they found the weapons. Both
men were transported to police headquar-
ters, where they were processed and re-
leased after posting bail.

Westfield
Saturday, November 10, Henry Ausby,

42, of Orange was arrested at Central and
Terminal Avenues for allegedly driving
while intoxicated. He was released to a

responsible individual.
Sunday, November 11, Edwin

Contreras, 22, of Parlin was arrested at
South Avenue and Downer Street for
alleged DWI. He was released to a re-
sponsible individual.

Tuesday, November 13, Millburn po-
lice transported Sonya Vinson, 36, of New-
ark to Westfield police headquarters on the
strength of outstanding criminal warrants
from Westfield and Wayne, with bail
amounts of $226 and $150, respectively.
She was unable to post bail and was held
pending a November 14 court date.

Mountainside
Friday, November 16, Lisa Capriglione,

41, of Mountainside was arrested for credit-
card fraud, theft of identity and theft by
deception after an investigation. Police
made the arrest after several complaints
were filed and purchases were traced to
Capriglione. She was transported to the
Union County jail, where she is being held
on $100,000 bail, police said.

Saturday, November 17, Julius Powell,
42, of Plainfield was arrested for driving
with a suspended license and on an out-
standing warrant out of Essex County.
Police said Powell was processed and
held pending a deposition.

Springfield
Friday, November 16, S.W.A.T. per-

sonnel subdued a West Orange man who
had entered the Hunan Spring Chinese
restaurant with a knife following a stand-
off that lasted more than two hours, tying
up traffic on Morris Avenue and prevent-
ing employees of nearby businesses from
leaving their workplace.

Joseph Quartaro, 41, was being trans-
ported by ambulance to the Summit Psy-
chiatric Facility for commitment when he
threatened members of the crew with a pair
of scissors, forcing them to let him out on
Morris Avenue. He then made his way to
the Hunan Spring, which he entered at
about 3:30 p.m. bearing a knife and a stick,
according to one published report.

No customers were inside the restaurant
at the time. Restaurant personnel called 9-
1-1 before fleeing the premises. Authori-
ties ultimately used a flashed grenade to
stun the Quartaro, who was then taken into
custody. No injuries were reported.

Christina Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MORE PARKING…Engineer Joseph Staigar tells the Fanwood planning board
Monday night that there is a surplus of parking spaces available for the borough’s
downtown-redevelopment projects.

Radio Provides Addl.
Communication
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – While Westfield
citizens can tune to TV-36 for emer-
gency information, they can also
tune to radio station AM 1690.

Westfield uses an ALERT AM
Emergency Advisory Radio Sys-
tem, purchased through Informa-
tion Station Specialists (ISS) out of
Michigan.

ISS sales manager Bill Baker told
The Times that Westfield has used
the product, housed in police head-
quarters, since 2005.

He said in the case of an emer-
gency, such as a hurricane or terror-
ist attack, the system can provide
evacuation and shelter information.

He said ALERT AM’s more
“common” uses occur at “high-pro-
file locations,” such as airports (in-
cluding Kennedy and Westchester),
national parks, highway depart-
ments and communities.

Scotch Plains has no such service.
Clark residents can tune to 1700

kHz. Cranford citizens have 680 kHz.
In addition, Jim Gildea, Westfield

town administrator, said the town is
“making a big push” to employ an
emergency-text-message system.
He estimated that the town would
finalize an agreement “sometime
in the new year.”

He said, “We’re looking at all forms
of media” to keep the public informed.


