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POLICE BLOTTER

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader
A FAMILY EXTENSION…Judith and James Brucia with their architect, Laura
Berwind, center, want to add a children’s room in the attic of their home.

Kelsi Browning for The Westfield Leader
WATER WORKS…Members of the Rotary Interact Club of WHS, left to right,
Bessie Roca, Marissa Perch, Kristen Koepfler, Barbara D’Agosto, Kyle Cortley and
Nicole Venezia work a bake sale at College Night last Thursday to raise money for
Pure Water for the World, a charity that provides water for third-world nations.

Kelsi Browning for The Westfield Leader
FUNDRAISING FRENCH…WHS French Club Members Sam Ritter and
Katherine Roberts stop their fundraising efforts to take a picture with the French
“drapeau.” The French Club sold refreshments at College Night last Thursday to
raise money to support the education of a child in Rwanda.

keep the look of the house,” said
board member Chris Masciale in his
approval of the design.

The board approved a master-suite
second-floor addition at 946 Tice
Place because, members said, the plan
was neither creating a massing nor
detrimental to the nearest neighbor.

Achim Bueklers plans to have a
master suite above the living room,
kitchen and dining room.

Amy and Dan Sharkey will turn
their screened-in porch into an office
at their home on 9 Fairhill Road, now
that the board accepted their proposal
since there was no change in footprint.

Outside of additions, the board
heard two cases regarding fencing of
property.

Hector Quijano built a six-foot pri-
vacy fence to the backyard of his
corner lot rental at 772 Boulevard.
His landlord allowed him to build it
with the condition that the building
department approved the fence.

Westfield’s current law requires a
fence be no higher than four feet
when located in the street side yard of
a corner lot.

Mr. Quijano, a commercial con-
tractor by trade, said he called the
planning board office and requested a
meeting with the inspector; however,
the zoning officer who he spoke to
insisted she was capable of hearing
his proposal and making a decision.
He said she allowed him to build the
six-foot fence. However, he received
a violation notice after installing it. “I
don’t believe I meant any harm. I did
what I was told,” Mr. Quijano said.

The fence ordinance was changed
about two years ago, according to Mr.
Heinbokel, who opposed allowing Mr.
Quijano’s variance.

“I think we have to be consistent
with these types of cases that we see,”
Mr. Masciale said.

However, the board did approve an
open aluminum fence along the perim-
eter of a home at 129 Barchester Way to
enclose a pool. The ordinance requires
a six-foot solid fence if a pool is in-
stalled to give the neighbors privacy.

Peter and Jacqueline Pitre said their
property has many knolls and putting
a closed fence would actually make it
higher than six feet and appear like it
was a jail. They said their neighbors
would rather they not build that type
of fence.

Since tall evergreen trees enclose
the property, the board decided they
created privacy and the open fence
would suffice.

A Cacciola Place hearing was moved
to a special meeting on Tuesday, De-
cember 11.

Westfielders losing the option to
watch Fanwood news, Ms. Kimmins
said, “I hated to see it go...but I don’t
think most people will miss it.”

She said she wasn’t “thrilled” with
the second Westfield station being
shown on different channels.

“Right now, [utilizing 35] is not an
option with Verizon…We will work
to have them be the same number if
we have the opportunity,” she said.

Comcast users in Westfield would
still see Scotch Plains’ TV-34.

She told the newspaper that about
85 percent of homes in Westfield use
Comcast or Verizon, which will show
the local-access channel. Satellite
providers will not carry the channel.

Ms. Kimmins noted that the town
would “have to [make changes]
slowly.” She said, “The consensus is
that we didn’t know if we have enough
programming [to support two chan-
nels]. To go to 35 might be confusing.”

The board discussed the possibility
of the high school having its own chan-
nel and the town operating its own.
However, “we felt that idea was going
away from what we’re trying to do,
[which is] trying to have the two work
together to complement each other.”

Saying the jump to a second chan-
nel was “premature” at present, she
said, “At the moment, there are no
plans to use the second channel. Even-
tually, I’d like to see it.”

When asked to specify about a time-
table, she added, “Until we have all
the pieces, I don’t see us using it
before the first of the year.”

Speaking on FIOS offering TV-36
on its service, despite only the bulle-
tin board’s functionality at present,
Ms. Kimmins said, “You’re seeing
something, which is progress.”

“It’s exciting,” she said. “We’re
still working on the glitches…I ap-
preciate everyone’s patience.”

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (LD-
21, Westfield), who has asked the
state Board of Public Utilities (BPU)
and Governor Jon Corzine’s office to
intervene in the dispute between
Comcast and Verizon, told The
Westfield Leader, “I am not happy
until all towns have full access. I’m
not happy yet. The law was clear.
Statewide cable providers were to
provide access – period.”

Deeming the lack of local-access
channels “an emergency-manage-
ment issue,” he added, “Each town
shouldn’t have to beg [to have its
access channels shown]. This small,
little movement is not sufficient.”

He told the newspaper, “It’s going
to be a long time until the Governor or
the BPU intercede.”

He said the Governor has not corre-
sponded regarding this matter.

* * *
Local lawmakers converged on

Atlantic City this week for the New
Jersey League of Municipalities Con-
vention. Scotch Plains representatives
again conferred with representatives
from Verizon during the visit.

Reached after returning to the town-
ship from south Jersey, Councilman
Kevin Glover said the issue of having
TV-34 on both major providers was
“clearly on our radar.”

Mr. Glover said he met a Verizon
representative from Union County at
the convention and told him “it’s one
of our priorities. We want to make
sure the bridge is in place. From my
understanding, the Verizon folks have
an obligation to provide that service.
So, they’re being pressed about when
this is going to happen.”

When asked for further comment,
he deferred to Township Manager
Thomas Atkins.

Mr. Atkins acknowledged that
Scotch Plains has received multiple
complaints from FIOS customers.

“They aren’t unhappy with Verizon,
but they want TV-34,” he said.

Mr. Atkins told the newspaper that
the township sent a letter to Verizon
and the Office of Cable Television at
the BPU.

“We made a request for a return
feed, so [Verizon] can hook up to it.
We made that request over three
months ago.”

Mr. Atkins said that Mayor Martin
Marks, himself, Mr. Glover and Coun-
cilman Jeff Strauss stopped at the
Verizon booth and asked when cus-
tomers could expect TV-34 to be avail-
able on FIOS.

“We bombarded them in force,”
Mr. Atkins said.

Mr. Atkins said Verizon indicated

that it would reach out to the town-
ship this week or after Thanksgiving.

“They said they intend to start
Scotch Plains very soon,” Mr. Atkins
said. “It’s the next thing on the list.
That’s where we are.”

In an e-mail, Scotch Plains Mayor
Martin Marks echoed the comments
of Mr. Atkins. In addition, he said,
“[Installing the return feed] should
be accomplished in the next few
weeks, and the [Verizon] representa-
tives assured me that Scotch Plains
Verizon customers will be on air in
the early part of 2008 at the latest.”

Verizon spokesman Rich Young
told The Leader, “We just turned on
Westfield and expect to have between
10 and 12 towns fully operational by
the end of the year.”

He said he could offer “no specifics”
on the progress of local-access chan-
nels’ availability on FIOS in Fanwood,
Mountainside and Scotch Plains.

Mr. Young explained that FIOS is
still building its network in Fanwood.

He estimated that there would be
no further developments in terms of
other Union County towns until early
2008 at the earliest.

He told the newspaper that FIOS
has “only been in business under 11
months” and said the company is still
pursuing interconnectivity agree-
ments, which he said are in the BPU’s
hands at this point.

In terms of working to have consis-
tency with channels’ numbers, he said,
“We always want to work with the
communities. We have to look at the
channel lineup. Our engineers will cer-
tainly work with the town; if it’s pos-
sible, we’ll work to make it happen.”

William McMeekan of Scotch
Plains Television said in an e-mail to
the newspaper that he was “eager” to
have Scotch Plains Television carried
by both providers.

In addition, he hoped the switch
would lead to better quality audio.

“From everything I’ve heard,
Verizon offers an outstanding signal
to their viewers,” Mr. McMeekan said.
“This is especially important since
Scotch Plains Television continues to
suffer from poor audio on Comcast
digital cable, a problem that has ex-
isted for well over a year and has
remained uncorrected by Comcast.”
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appearance of a conflict in his duties
as a member of this authority,” Mr.
Landale said in his statement at the
RVSA meeting.

Mr. Pelissier said Mr. Landale’s
statement was “slanderous.”

The Rahway commissioner has been
ordered to repay $330,000 in pension
payments he received after state offi-
cials discovered he retired as adminis-
trator to a Montana ranch but was re-
ceiving almost the same income as a
consultant to the redevelopment agency,
a violation of state pension rules.

Mountainside Borough Attorney
John Post said he sees the complaint
as Mr. Pelissier seeking to get even
with Mr. Landale for his statement.

“[The complaint] is perceived as
retribution” on the part of Mr. Pelissier
for Mr. Landale’s “vigorous opposi-
tion to [privatization efforts] initiated
by Pelissier that are not consistent

Holiday Schedule Announcement - Our newspapers for the New Year’s weeks
will be mailed on Thursday, December 27, 2007 and Thursday, January 3, 2008.
Our closing press days for these editions are Monday noon, December 24 and Mon-
day noon December 31, 2007 respectively. Please submit articles and advertise-
ments a minimum of two days prior to press days to assure making the deadlines.

Our
Christmas

Edition
will be Thursday,

December 20

Our
New Year’s

Edition
will be Thursday,

December 27

BOOKED…Wilson Elementary School third graders celebrated National Young
Readers Day last Tuesday. The school invited local ‘celebrities’ to read aloud a
favorite children’s story or book to the students. This year’s celebrities included
State Senator Tom Kean, Jr., Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky (above), Council-
man David Haas, School Superintendent Margaret Dolan, D.A.R.E. Officer Gary
Moore, Wilson School Principal Joe Malanga and Vice Principal Robert Gardella.

with previous positions taken by the
authority,” Mr. Post said, referring to
last year’s mayors’ forum.

He added that Mr. Pelissier’s dis-
tribution of copies of the complaint to
the media “is further evidence of his
perceived retribution.”

The local finance board’s ethics panel
hears cases involving towns without
local ethics committees or multi-juris-
diction agencies such as the RVSA.
Mountainside has its own ethics panel.

When contacted by The Leader, the
board would not discuss the matter.

“We can neither confirm nor deny
the existence of an ethics complaint,”
said Chris Donnelly, a spokesman
with the state Department of Com-
munity Affairs under which the local
finance board falls.

RVSA commissioners make $600
annually; they attend 20 meetings a
year. The board chairman earns $2,000.
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DWC Says Store Closings
Do Not Reflect WF Market

By JESSICA E. JASKULA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Sherry Cronin, ex-
ecutive director of the Downtown
Westfield Corporation, presented the
results of a quarterly DWC board re-
port at Monday’s meeting of the DWC.

In the third quarter of 2007, Ms.
Cronin said the Special Improvement
District (SID) of Westfield currently
has 99 percent of its retail space filled.
There is 6,400 square feet of vacant
retail space. The occupancy rate for
office space is 93 percent. There is
24,668 square feet of vacant office
space downtown.

Ms. Cronin said that so far in 2007,
there are a total of 480 businesses. She
said 31 new businesses have been cre-
ated, one has expanded and 18 have
closed. She estimated businesses in the
SID currently employ 2,100 workers.

She said 60 jobs have been created
and 25 have been lost. As for residential
space, there are currently 175 living
units in the SID and 10 vacant spaces.

The board discussed the impact
that the soon-to-come closures of KB
Toys and the Bombay Company could
have on people’s perception of how
well Westfield’s market is doing.

Councilman Sal Caruana, liaison
to the DWC, said stores often close
because of “larger, corporate issues,”
such as bankruptcy, and not because
of reasons such as the company
“doesn’t like Westfield anymore.”

“They cut and run a lot faster than
mom-and-pops,” he said. “They don’t
think twice about closing up space.”

While he said this happens fre-
quently, he acknowledged that people
could interpret the closings as related
to the viability of Westfield’s market.

“There’s no larger doubt than two
large spaces going dark at the same
time,” said Mr. Caruana.

“[The closings are] not because of
our market,” said David Martone,
DWC board chairman.

The board agreed “just getting the
word out could help to make people
better aware of this type of situation
and how they are brought on.”

The board also discussed the renova-
tion project at 226 North Avenue. While
the DWC had previously approved a
grant of $6,000 to the property owner,
the New Jersey Table Tennis Club asked
for a $750 grant for new signage, new
doors and work on the awning.

Board member Dominick Verdic
said in the future, he would like to see
more specifics on how projects are
intended to come out, avoiding grant-
ing money before a project begins and
realizing midway that the idea would
not work or would require more money.

“I think the homework should be
done before they come and ask us for
money,” he said.

Ms. Cronin said, “When they get
into larger grants, there is a certain
expectation level” that the completed
project would be what the board
agreed to when awarding the grant.

For 226 North Avenue, Mr. Martone
said, “The board, providing the de-
signs are acceptable, can certainly
consider that range.”

As an update, councilman-elect
Frank Arena said that parking lots 1
and 8 are “open for business.”

“They are complete for the holi-
days and good to go,” he said.

In her report for the promotions com-
mittee, Ms. Cronin displayed the 2007-
2008 shopping and dining directory
(“Destination Westfield, New Jersey”).

“We believe this is the best edition
that we’ve ever done,” she said, noting
that 80,000 copies will be distributed.

The DWC has printed 8,000 copies
of “Welcome Home to Westfield Holi-
day Events.” Promotions for pictures
with Santa at Lord & Taylor, begin-
ning tomorrow, have gone home in
“every backpack from grades K to 3,”
Ms. Cronin said.
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Meanwhile, Mrs. Stender, a candi-
date for the Congressional seat in the
2008 race, said, “I respect Congress-
man Ferguson’s decision not to seek
re-election and, as the mother of three
children, I understand the difficulty
of juggling the demands of public
service and family. But one of my
strongest motivations for running for
Congress is the well being of all fami-
lies and the future of all children.”

Republican U.S. Senate candidate
Anne Estabrook said, “I admire [Mr.
Ferguson] for putting his family first
at this time in his life. Mike served
with great honor and distinction. He
is a fine public servant.”

Anthony Attanasio of Westfield, who
has worked on a number of campaigns
and for the Union County Republican
Committee, said Mr. Ferguson’s deci-
sion “now improves the GOP’s chances
of retaining the seat.”

“[Ms. Stender’s] greatest strength
going into this year was that it was a
rematch against Mike, who barely
hung on last year after being defined
as a 100-percent [President] Bush
man. A fresh face who can define
themself in this GOP-leaning district
will now move this race out of her
reach,” Mr. Attanasio said.

Possible candidates for the open seat
include State Senator Leonard Lance
(LD-23, Hunterdon County) and State
Senator-Elect Kip Bateman (LD-23,
Somerset), as well as freeholders from
two of the four counties that make up
the 7th district.
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voted for the motion to rescind the
process that would lead to privatization.
Commissioners in Woodbridge,
Rahway and Clark voted against the
motion; Springfield abstained.

The meeting closed with Clark
commissioner Frank Mazzarella re-
sponding to a statement Mountainside
commissioner Clark Landale made at
last month’s meeting.

Mr. Landale said a possible “con-
flict of interest” might exist with Mr.
Mazarella’s employment by the
Rahway Department of Public Works
and his representation of Clark on the
RVSA board.

Mr. Landale had noted that Mr.
Pelissier is under investigation for
possible abuses of the state’s retire-
ment system and that Rahway’s water
system’s operation is contracted to
United Water, a likely bidder in the
event that RVSA pursues privatization.

In his response, Mr. Mazzarella
called the statement “character assas-
sination.” He noted that his votes fol-
lowed the long-standing position of
Clark Township. He closed by saying
Mr. Landale’s statement “shows him
to be ill-mannered, disrespectful and
surely unbecoming of a gentleman.”

The board introduced a motion to
approve purchasing RVSA employ-
ees 60 $30 gift certificates from Su-
permarkets General instead of the tra-
ditional gift of a turkey.

Mr. Pelissier questioned the pro-
priety of giving gift certificates. Terry
Cubba, standing in as counsel for
Brian Hak, opined that giving gift
certificates was not legal.

When questioned further, she said
she believed that giving either a cash
gift or a turkey would be legal. The
board passed the measure with a few
abstentions pending a legal review.
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Westfield
Saturday, November 10, Henry Ausby,

42, of Orange was arrested at Central and
Terminal Avenues for allegedly driving
while intoxicated (DWI). He was released
to a responsible individual.

Sunday, November 11, Edwin Contreras,
22, of Parlin was arrested at South Avenue
and Downer Street for alleged DWI. He
was released to a responsible individual.

Tuesday, November 13, Millburn po-
lice transported Sonya Vinson, 36, of
Newark to Westfield police headquarters
on the strength of outstanding criminal
warrants from Westfield and Wayne, with
bail amounts of $226 and $150, respec-
tively. She was unable to post bail and
was held pending a November 14 court
date.

Wednesday, November 14, Dominique
Cruz, 22, of Westfield was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on an out-
standing Old Bridge traffic warrant. Cruz
was released after posting $260 bail.

Thursday, November 15, Justin Wolf,
19, of Westfield was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on an outstanding
Westfield traffic warrant. Wolf was re-
leased after posting $500 bail.

Thursday, November 15, Christian
Patterson, 19, of Westfield was arrested
on the 400 block of Central Avenue on an
outstanding Beach Haven traffic warrant.
He was released after posting $164 bail.

Mountainside
Friday, November 16, Lisa Capriglione,

41, of Mountainside was arrested for credit
card fraud, theft of identity and theft by
deception after an investigation. According
to police, the arrest was made after several
complaints were filed and purchases were
traced to Capriglione. She was transported

to the Union County jail where she is being
held on $100,000 bail, police said.

Saturday, November 17, Julius Powell,
42, of Plainfield was arrested for driving
with a suspended license and on an out-
standing warrant out of Essex County.
According to police, Powell was pro-
cessed and held pending a deposition.

Springfield
Friday, November 16, S.W.A.T. per-

sonnel subdued a West Orange man who
had entered the Hunan Spring Chinese
restaurant with a knife following a stand-
off that lasted more than two hours, tying
up traffic on Morris Avenue and prevent-
ing employees of nearby businesses from
leaving their workplaces.

Joseph Quartaro, 41, was being trans-
ported by ambulance to the Summit Psy-
chiatric Facility for commitment when he
threatened members of the crew with a pair
of scissors, forcing them to let him out on
Morris Avenue. He then made his way to
the Hunan Spring, which he entered at
about 3:30 p.m. bearing a knife and a stick,
according to one published report.

No customers were inside the restaurant
at the time. Restaurant personnel called 9-
1-1 before fleeing the premises. Authori-
ties ultimately used a flashed grenade to
stun the Quartaro, who was then taken into
custody. No injuries were reported.

AM 1690 Provides
Addl. Communication

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – While Westfield
citizens can tune to TV-36 for emer-
gency information, they can also
tune to radio station AM 1690.

Westfield uses an ALERT AM
Emergency Advisory Radio System,
purchased through Information Sta-
tion Specialists (ISS) out of Michi-
gan.

ISS sales manager Bill Baker told
The Westfield Leader that Westfield
has used the product, housed in po-
lice headquarters, since 2005.

He said in the case of an emer-
gency, such as a hurricane or terror-
ist attack, the system can provide
evacuation and shelter information.

He said ALERT AM’s more “com-
mon” uses occur at “high-profile
locations,” such as airports (includ-
ing Kennedy and Westchester), na-
tional parks, highway departments
and communities.

Scotch Plains has no such service.
Clark residents can tune to 1700

kHz. Cranford citizens have 680 kHz.
In addition, Jim Gildea, Westfield

town administrator, said the town is
“making a big push” to employ an
emergency-text-message system. He
estimated that the town would final-
ize an agreement “sometime in the
new year.”

Police Arrest E. Orange
Men in Gun Case

WESTFIELD – Police arrested two
East Orange men on weapon posses-
sion charges the evening of Novem-
ber 13 after one of them allegedly
pointed a gun at a woman at her
Stirling Place residence.

Sergeant Scott Rodger of the
Westfield Police Department said
Ramone Jenkins, 25, and Altariq
Mattox, 24, are believed to have driven
to the victim’s home in a Mercury
Sable driven by Jenkins.

Jenkins allegedly then went to the
victim’s house and pointed a firearm
at her, demanding she come outside,
before returning to the vehicle and
leaving the scene with Mattox.

Sergeant Rodger said police do not
know what prompted the suspect to
retreat from the victim’s home but said
the gun was not fired and the victim was
not injured. He said police believe the
victim and suspect know each another.

Police received a report at 7:24 p.m.
that there was a man with a handgun
on the street. Officers Joseph Martino,
Robert Bartkus, Marcin Kapka and
John Tango arrested the suspects after
stopping the pair in their vehicle on
the 600 block of Ripley Place.

Sergeant Rodger said police recov-
ered a .32 caliber Smith and Wesson
revolver from the suspects’ car.

Jenkins was charged with posses-
sion of a weapon for unlawful pur-
pose, unlawful possession of a hand-
gun and aggravated assault while
pointing a firearm. He was held on
$75,000 bail. Mattox was charged
with unlawful possession of a hand-
gun and was held on $20,000 bail.


