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Courtesy of the Westfield Historical Society
GIVING THANKS...More than a century ago, this Westfield family gathered to
share its joy in being together and to give thanks for its many blessings. The
Westfield Leader staff wishes everyone a Happy Thanksgiving. For the enjoyment
of those alive 100 years from now, please e-mail your family Thanksgiving photo
to editor@goleader.com for our archives.

Happy Thanksgiving!

Bd. of Adjustment Considers
Single-Family Home Apps.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The board of ad-
justment heard multiple cases for
additions to single-family homes last
Thursday night.

James and Judith Brucia of 15
Stoneleigh Park have made improve-
ments to their colonial home over the
eight years they have lived there. They
proposed finishing the attic to make it
a room for one of their four children.
The plans do not call for the third
floor to be raised beyond its current
seven-foot level. The board decided
to carry over the case to its next
meeting so the Westfield Historical
Society, which applauded the couple’s
previous improvements, could look
over the architectural plans.

Another case pushed off to the next
meeting was a variance for a side-
yard setback at 131 Landsdowne Av-
enue, owned by Susan and Gregory
Pastuzyn. The attached garage is pres-
ently non-conforming at 6.8 feet,
where 15 feet is required.

The board had issues with the
couple’s wish to add on a bedroom
above the garage, essentially adding
to the current non-conforming area.
The board also saw density and mass-
ing as issues, as the owners also pro-
posed adding five feet beyond the
rear of the house, expanding the
kitchen behind the garage.

The board suggested that the own-
ers could rearrange the kitchen with-
out adding much to the rear footprint.
Mrs. Pastuzyn said they do not want
to completely gut the current six-foot
by eight-foot kitchen just to try and
get more space, implying it would be
cost prohibitive.

The board suggested that the
Pastuzyns meet with their architect
again to see if there are other possi-
bilities before returning to the board.

Jaren Wright of 712 Oak Avenue
proposed an expanded kitchen, in
combination with a half bath and fam-
ily room to her craftsman-style home,
which is substandard in size to the lot.
The board approved the 255-square-
foot addition because the streetscape
at all angles would not be impacted.

“I think it’s a very nice design,”
said William Heinbokel, board chair-
man.

The board approved an addition of
dormers to expand the attic space into
a child’s room at Martin Rothfelder’s
home at 585 Westfield Avenue. The
attic roof will be raised about four
feet to conform to code for a livable
space. The applicant had sought board
approval for the present non-conform-
ing variances for side-yard and rear-
yard setbacks.

“They are not going for the box
look on top and are using dormers to
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Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
GETTING TO THE TOP...Ken LeCroy of the Westfield Department of Public Works starts at the top, getting the lights
positioned for the town Christmas tree at the northside train station last Thursday. The tree-lighting ceremony is scheduled
for Sunday, December 2, at 5 p.m.

Pelissier Files Ethics Complaint
Against Commissioner Landale

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written For The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – Two weeks af-
ter Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority
(RVSA) Mountainside commissioner
Clark Landale attacked Rahway com-
missioner Peter Pelissier for his efforts
to push through privatization of the
RVSA, Mr. Pelissier has charged that
Mr. Landale violated the state’s local-
government-ethics law by failing to
disclose all sources of income in excess
of $2,000 from 2004-2006.

Dated November 8, the complaint
charges that Mr. Landale, an RVSA
commissioner since 2004, failed to
disclose that he works for Automatic
Data Processing (ADP) as a sales
executive on financial disclosure
forms filed with the State Local Fi-
nance Board.

“What makes this violation even
more serious is the fact that ADP has
a non-fair practice of providing pay-
roll services to RVSA. Mr. Landale
has voted to approve the bill on a
monthly basis inclusive of the fees to
ADP,” Mr. Pelissier said in his com-
plaint, a copy of which was mailed to
The Westfield Leader.

He charged that a Google search led
him to find that Mr. Landale also is the
northeast regional sales manager with
San Francisco-based Taleo Corp. Mr.
Pelissier said the borough’s RVSA
disclosure form appears to show Mr.
Landale to be self-employed.

“It appears to be clear that in fact
the Mountainside commissioner...has
willfully misstated the material fact
of his employment,” Mr. Pelissier
charged, adding the borough com-
missioner did not list family mem-
bers “as required and indicated on the
[disclosure] form.”

Mr. Pelissier has asked the local
finance board to review Mr. Landale’s
New Jersey state and federal tax re-

turns to verify income.
“Without knowledge of his sources

of income, formal action [votes] by
the commissioner…could be con-
strued to be tainted,” the Rahway
commissioner charged.

At the October 18 RVSA meeting,
Mr. Landale accused Mr. Pelissier of
spearheading a “renewed effort to
steamroll privatization [of RVSA]
through” after mayors said at last
December’s mayors’ forum for the 11
member towns of the RVSA that they
opposed looking into privatization at
the time.

Mr. Landale said at the meeting
that Mr. Pelissier is “under investiga-
tion for collecting a state pension
while serving as a consultant for
Rahway doing the same work that he
was before his retirement.”

“I am very concerned that his
position,…serving once again as
[Rahway’s] business administrator
and as the director of its redevelop-
ment agency, creates a conflict or the

Verizon FIOS Adds TV-36; WF
Residents Can Access Local Channel
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By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Verizon FIOS (fi-
ber-optic service) has added
Westfield’s TV-36 to its host of chan-
nels, making Westfield the third mu-
nicipality to offer its local-access chan-
nel on both FIOS and Comcast cable.

Westfield, which joins Somerville
and Cranford in offering the service,
is considering making use of a sec-
ond channel, according to the chair-
man of the local communication ad-
visory board.

However, one local legislator has
called the three towns’ “small move-
ment” insufficient because citizens in
other Union County municipalities –
such as Scotch Plains, Fanwood and
Mountainside – cannot see their local
channels on the FIOS network yet.

At last Wednesday’s meeting of
Westfield’s communication advisory
board, chairman Neil Sullivan an-
nounced that TV-36 does appear on
FIOS; however, at the moment, only
the bulletin-board service is operational.

Saying the video capabilities “need

to be brought up to speed,” he esti-
mated that it would take a few days to
“vet” the issues.

Under state law and Westfield’s
agreement with Comcast, there is a
provision that allows Westfield to re-
ceive two channels for local program-
ming. Until recently, the town has
preferred to remain on one.

However, currently, “as part of our
discussion with Verizon, we are dis-
cussing two channels,” Mr. Sullivan
said. “We’ve always had the option
on Comcast. Now, we’re deciding
how best to serve the community
with an incremental channel.”

Saying the service would be com-
parable to how ESPN and ESPN 2
function, he said the town is deciding,
“how do we program each and pro-
vide the greatest value?”

He said it “makes sense” to concur-
rently pursue a second channel on
Comcast’s network, “so it’s system-
neutral.”

Mr. Sullivan said the town has be-
gun the process of changing the video
servers to accommodate multiple
channels.

“We would use the alternative chan-
nel to show ‘long-form’ broadcasting,
[including] shows of indiscriminate
lengths, such as a council or BOE [meet-
ings], which would be difficult to pro-
gram in a regular slot. We can show
repeats or older programming that has
an interest on the alternative channel.”

Mr. Sullivan also mentioned plac-
ing classic sports events on the ancil-
lary channel. Regardless of what re-
sults, “We don’t see the ‘B channel’
as becoming CSPAN.”

With recent upgrades to the station’s
“plumbing,” such as changing from
video devices to a server, improving
the editing equipment and adding to
the channel’s supply of equipment,
TV-36 is “ready to take a step forward
in the next 12 to 18 months. The next
stage is programming. We have the
technological issues down.”

Second Ward Councilwoman Vicki
Kimmins, the council liaison to the
board, discussed the option of a sec-
ond channel.

She said Comcast users in Westfield
would see the second channel on chan-
nel 35, which, up until now, shows local
Fanwood news. However, channel 35
is not available on Verizon’s lineup,
which would force the second station to
occupy 37, 38 or 39 on FIOS.

Viewers in Fanwood would still
see Fanwood news on TV-35 when
tuning to the station.

George Weiss, director of TV-35 in
Fanwood, said the borough would “not
be impacted” if and when changes
occur. “We don’t have Nielsen ratings.
There will be less viewership, but we’re
not dependant on selling commercial
time. We’ll still go on and exist.”

When asked if the borough has
made progress in terms of its discus-
sions with Verizon, he said, “We’re
supposed to be on Verizon, but we
have not heard back from them.”

Speaking on the possibility of

Happy Thanksgiving
To You and YoursTo You and YoursTo You and YoursTo You and YoursTo You and Yours
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File Photo: David Samsky for The Westfield Leader
SWAN SONG...Rep. Mike Ferguson (R-7) thanks supporters after winning his
fourth term in Congress in the 2006 race against State Assemblywoman Linda
Stender of Fanwood. At left, his wife, Maureen, looks on. Mr. Ferguson an-
nounced on Monday that he will not seek another term in office.

Kelsi Browning for The Westfield Leader
COLLEGE STUDYING...Holy Cross representative Tom Madaras, right, talks
to Westfield High School students about the Worcester, Mass., college at last
Thursday evening’s college-night event, held in the WHS cafeteria.

Rep. Ferguson Won’t Seek
4th Term in U.S. Congress

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Rep. Mike
Ferguson (R-7, New Providence) an-
nounced Monday that he will not
seek a fifth term in the House of
Representatives. Mr. Ferguson cited
family obligations for his decision.

“My wife, Maureen, and I have
four children, the oldest of [whom] is
9 years old. Since first being elected
in 2000, I have strived to balance my
responsibilities to my family and to
my constituents,” Mr. Ferguson said.

When reached for comment Mon-
day, Mr. Ferguson told The Westfield
Leader that, had he decided to run
again, he was “very confident we
would have been successful.”

Mr. Ferguson won the open sev-
enth-district seat that Bob Franks va-
cated in 2000. He defeated Tom Kean,
Jr. of Westfield, now a state senator
representing the 21st legislative dis-
trict, in a four-candidate primary battle.

He then beat former Fanwood
Mayor Maryanne Connelly by some
6,000 tallies out of 230,000 total votes
cast in the 2000 General Election.

Mr. Ferguson defeated Democrats
Tom Carden in 2002 and Steve Brozak
in 2004 before beating Mrs. Stender
by 3,239 votes with more than 190,000
tallies cast in 2006.

He told The Leader that he and his
wife had discussed the time constraints
of his job but only made the final
decision “in the last couple of days.”

“I don’t know what I am going to
do [after Congress],” he said, although
he said he hopes teaching, “will be at
least part of what I do.”

A Delbarton School, Notre Dame
(bachelor’s) and Georgetown (master’s)
graduate, Mr. Ferguson previously
taught at Mount St. Michael Academy
in the Bronx and at Brookdale Commu-
nity College in Lincroft.

The congressman said his an-
nouncement would provide sufficient
time for candidates to mount cam-
paigns for the open seat.

“I’m confident Republicans will
nominate a strong candidate who will

reflect the values of constituents in our
district,” Mr. Ferguson told The Leader.

Mr. Kean, recently named senate mi-
nority leader, said he would not seek the
open seat. “I would like to thank the
various party leaders, activists and sup-
porters who have reached out to me and
urged me to run for Congress. How-
ever, I will not be a candidate for Con-
gressman Ferguson’s seat.”

State Assemblyman Jon Bramnick
(LD-21, Westfield), minority whip –
the third-ranking Republican in GOP
Assembly leadership – said he too
had decided not to run for the Con-
gressional seat.

“Finally, I am in a position to have
a voice [in Trenton],” Mr. Bramnick
said. Saying he enjoys being in
Westfield, he added, “I am not ready
to trade Westfield for Washington.”

At press time, former Rep. Bob
Franks said he wouldn’t seek a return
to the 7th-district House seat.

Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks,
who ran for the state senate two years
ago, said, “Like many of us, this infor-
mation has caught me a bit off guard.”

“I have already been in contact
with Republican Party officials [on
Monday] and will keep my options
open as it pertains to running for
office in 2008,” he said.

State GOP Chairman Tom Wilson
said in a statement posted on the GOP
website, “While Mike would have no
doubt been re-elected next year, his
retirement doesn’t change the outcome
of the election, only the Republican
who will sit in that seat going forward.”

Union County Republican Phil Morin
said state legislators should receive the
first opportunity for the open seat. “I
think the reality is that the party is best
served having the party leaders take the
top positions,” Mr. Morin said.

State Democratic Chairman and
Assemblyman Joe Cryan (LD-20)
said he wanted to “strongly reaffirm
the confidence Democrats have in
Linda Stender and her ability to de-
feat any Republican who replaces
Mr. Ferguson on the ballot.”
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RVSA Board Reverses
Privatization Resolution

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

RAHWAY — The Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority (RVSA) board
voted Monday evening to rescind a
resolution approving a request for pro-
posal (RFP) for professional services
related to examining privatization.

Near the end of the meeting, Clark’s
representative accused his
Mountainside counterpart of “charac-
ter assassination” after insinuations
were made about a conflict of interest.

In terms of the RFP issue, the board
voted 6-4 on Monday to rescind last
month’s 6-5 vote in favor of privatization
after Scotch Plains Commissioner Joan
Papen introduced the motion.

Rahway Commissioner Peter
Pelissier argued against the motion,
saying that communities with high
residential components of their tax
bases would have difficulty comply-
ing with the state’s mandated 4-per-
cent tax-increase cap. He noted that
Rahway is considering forming a sewer
utility with other municipalities.

In a letter to the editor in The Westfield

Leader, Allen Chin, Westfield’s RVSA
representative, described the earlier
resolution pushing for privatization as
“premature” and said any action now
would only hazard a guess as to the
personnel required at the yet-to-be-up-
graded facility.

Mr. Chin said acting now equated
to “wasting money on engineers, law-
yers and professionals” and estimated
the cost to privatize in the hundreds of
thousands of dollars.

When Garwood commissioner
Charles Lombardo, who had voted in
favor of examining privatization,
questioned Mr. Chin as to when the
board should examine privatization,
Mr. Chin replied that discussion could
begin when the plant has operated in
a “steady state for one year.”

Mr. Pelissier pressed the other com-
missioners to acknowledge a willing-
ness to review privatization once their
requirements were met.

Commissioners from Westfield,
Scotch Plains, Roselle Park,
Mountainside, Garwood and Cranford
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Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
EARLY SNOW FALL…The area was
hit by the first snowfall of the season on
Monday as the area received a dusting
of “the white stuff.”
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