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 Those Pushing 130-ft. Cell Tower Have
‘Utter Disregard’ for Residents in Area

More Letters to the Editor

Verizon Wireless, Omnipoint, AT&T
and Sprint have applied to the Cranford
Zoning Board of Adjustment for seven
separate variances to permit the erection
of a 130-foot cell-phone tower on the
Cranford Swim Club property at 201
County Park Drive in Cranford. The tower
would be located in the middle of a resi-
dential neighborhood and be adjacent to
the walking trail that extends through
Lenape Park.

As a resident of the neighborhood sur-
rounding the swim club and as a frequent
user of Lenape Park, I am strongly op-
posed to a cell-phone tower on this loca-
tion because of the unknown potential
health consequences from prolonged ex-
posure to tower emissions, the resultant
reduction in property values in the sur-
rounding area and the ever-present eye-
sore that a cell-phone tower extending 50
feet above the tallest surrounding trees
would constitute to all those living in the
neighborhood and enjoying Lenape Park.

Locating a commercial structure and
conducting a commercial activity in a
residential neighborhood is grossly un-
fair to everyone else who lives in that
neighborhood. In purposely choosing to
live in a residential area near a county
park, my neighbors and I have demon-
strated our desire and commitment to
share the rights and responsibilities of
maintaining that residential community.
Our willingness to comply with residen-
tial restrictions and refrain from conduct-
ing commercial activities in our back
yards evidences our respect for the rights

of others around us to also enjoy the
quality of life a residential neighborhood
provides.

For one party to be exempt from these
rules and in so doing, negatively impact
all others in the neighborhood, shows an
utter disregard for the rights of everyone
living around them. It’s rude, disrespect-
ful, and just plain wrong.

I am perplexed that the members of the
Cranford Swim Club, many of whom
presumably live in the affected neighbor-
hood, would find it acceptable that its
management would offer up its property
as a site for a cell-phone tower. It is sadly
ironic that a swim club which owes its
many years of existence to having been
able to locate in a scenic, residential loca-
tion with ample access to member-fami-
lies, would now turn on the same commu-
nity that treated it so well and compro-
mise that residential atmosphere.

I hope that all residents of Cranford
and Westfield share my concern and will
support my neighbors and me in our
opposition to the erection of this tower. I
urge all residents to contact their elected
officials and to attend the December 10
meeting of the Cranford Zoning Board of
Adjustment at 8:15 p.m. to be held at the
Cranford Municipal Building.

Finally, I respectfully ask that the mem-
bers of the Cranford Swim Club please
contact their board management and make
it clear that they do not support the erec-
tion of a cell tower on their club property.

Mark O’Neil
Westfield

Scotch Plains May be Better Named
‘Tax Plains’ Due to Recent Bond Debt
During this past spring, I was shocked

and dismayed by the $2-million bond
placed on the ballot for the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood School Board Field. I could not
understand, with all the increase in taxes
that we are looking at, how such a small
but vocal number of residents could force
their neighbors into paying more taxes for
their personnel enjoyment.

Now history has repeated itself. The
Scotch Plains Township Council approved
another bond for an additional approxi-
mate $2 million for the South Side field,
with the promise of even another bond for
Brookside Field in the near future.

In the spring, a number of writers
mentioned such things as home values
and the safety of the existing fields as
justification for the field improvements.
How many of you now can say that our
homes are worth what they once were?
Where is the benefit of the fields? In
addition, what happened to the safety
issue? The fields are open, the work not
completed and they are not roped off.
Should there have been a safety concern,
the Board of Education would be negli-
gent to keep the unimproved fields open
for use.

Passing of this bond turns a blind eye to
the coming tax increases, including the
state public retiree health plan of $69
billion, $33.7 billion in long-term state
debt, $25 billion for state pensions, $14
billion for bridge repair, the Open Space
Bond, drastic increases due from the
Rahway Valley Sewage Authority, school
board salary increases, sub-prime mort-
gage disaster, foreclosures, rising energy
costs, Port Authority toll increases and
the $3-billion state budget shortfall.

Is there any doubt that us taxpayers will
wind up footing these bills?

The public was manipulated in the bond

voting. The school fields bond was taken
in April, when there is a very low turnout
and most of that are people with children.
This bond could have been put up for vote
in the general election.

When one looks at the bond voting this
past November 6, it is obvious that the
state taxpayers have had it with debt and
spending. Keep in mind that The Star-
Ledger on November 4 reported that our
property values actually declined by 3.4
percent.

Finally, it is ironic that our town ap-
pears to have some kinship to the Scot-
tish, who are known as being very frugal
with money – something our town is not.
With all do respect, it would be more
appropriate to rename our town Tax
Plains. It certainly would be more accu-
rate.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 11/8/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-1088
amending (Resolution No. 2007-638)
AWARDED TO: Edward Kologi, Esq.,

Linden, New Jersey
SERVICES: special counsel in the mat-

ter entitled Robert Travisano v. UC, et
als.

COSTS: for an additional sum of $10,000
for a new total contract amount not to
exceed$20,000.

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 11/15/07, The Leader Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE IS hereby given that at a   meet-
ing of the Township Council of the Town-
ship of  Scotch Plains, held on Wednes-
day,  November 7, 2007 the following
ordinance entitled:

AN ORDINANCE SUPPLE-
MENTING AND AMENDING
CHAPTER VII TRAFFIC OF
THE REVISED GENERAL
ORDINANCES OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS 1978 WITH REGARD
TO TRAFFIC CONTROL SIG-
NAL INSTALLATION

 was adopted on second and final read-
ing.

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe

Township Clerk
1 T - 11/15/07, The Times Fee: $19.89

There is no Holiday named ‘Holiday,’
Happy Thanksgiving One and All

I celebrate Christmas. Perhaps you
do, too, or you celebrate a holiday in
December other than Christmas. None
of us celebrate “holiday.” There is no
such thing as a holiday named “holi-
day,” despite how Gap, Starbucks and
many other retailers may advertise. Yet
we find ourselves greeting each other in
December with “happy holidays” with-
out acknowledging the holiday that is
being celebrated. In speaking generi-
cally, we sound as though we do not care
about what holiday the greeted person is
celebrating. We now refer to the month
of December, plus as much of October
and November as retailers can manipu-
late us into accepting, as “holiday” time,
as “the holiday season.” I yearn to hear
the names of the actual holidays that
people celebrate at this time of year. If

you are Christian, I will say “Merry
Christmas,” but I won’t greet you with
“happy holidays” or “have a good holi-
day.” Please greet me by naming Christ-
mas, too. If you are Jewish, I will wish
you Happy Hanukkah. If you celebrate
another holiday, let me know, so I can
give you a meaningful greeting. Until
December, Happy Thanksgiving to
Westfielders one and all.

Teresa Moore
Westfield

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

VEHICLE AUCTION

The Borough of Fanwood will conduct
an auction on Saturday, November 17,
2007, Public Works Garage, Manfra Way,
Fanwood, New Jersey.  Auction hours to
begin at 10 A.M. to Noon (Preview at 9
A.M.). Items for sale include but are not
limited to the following:

2003 Ford Crown Victoria
Police Vehicle, 4 Door, Car #140
Serial #2FAFP71W33X113132
Odometer reads 106,311

The police vehicles can be inspected
at the Police Department Parking lot, 75
North Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New
Jersey on Friday, November 16, 2007,
9AM – 3 PM.

Bicycles, office furniture and equipment
(Copier, adding machines, printer, phone
equipment) assorted found property.

Payment is to be made in cash or certi-
fied check.

The right is reserved by the Mayor and
Council to reject any or all bids and waive
any informalities if deemed to be in the
interest of the Borough to do so.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 11/1/07, 11/8/07
& 11/15/07, The Times Fee: $29.07


