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Raiders Stop Colonia, 19-13, in Grid Sectionals
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Blue Devils Swat Bees, 21-8, in NJSIAA Football
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

and added an 18-yard run to set up the
third score.

“Our offense stepped up. We stuck
to our plan. They were supposed to be
a tough defense. They were but we
came out on top. The passing game
opened things up for us. It allowed
Ricardo to run more freely and a little
bit for me too,” said Brand.

“We knew they were strong against
the run. We knew it was going to be a
grind it out type offense today. But it
didn’t matter. We had to establish some-
thing. We put a good drive together
then we took advantage of field posi-
tion,” said Blue Devil Head Coach Jim
DeSarno. “It was windy here too, so it
was hard to throw both ways but we
had to stick to the run. We weren’t very
pleased with what we did last week
(Scotch Plains-Fanwood game). I
thought I got a little ahead of myself in
terms of play calling.”

The 7-3 Bees totaled 151 yards on
the ground and 37 yards in the air but
the Blue Devil defense exercised in-

tense pressure on quarterback Matt
Rosati. Early in the game, outside
linebacker Mike Wikander dumped
Rosati for losses and added another
throw for a loss. After the Bees recov-
ered a fumble on a punt return on the
Westfield 12, the Blue Devil defense
held up with a great goal line stand. In
the fourth quarter, linebacker Joe Vall-
Llobera smoked the Bees with an
interception.

“That was unbelievable! Everyone
played their best,” said Wikander. “Ev-
eryone played well. Our whole de-
fense set the tone. It wasn’t just me.
We had a lot of people stepping up,
especially Joe V with that intercep-
tion.”

The Blue Devils’ first score came
with 7:16 left in the second quarter
when Johnson punched in from the
two-yard line after the 80-yard march.
After Bayonne was forced to punt on
the next series, the punt was fumbled
and recovered by the Bees on the
Westfield 12 but the Blue Devils held

and took over on the two. In the third
quarter, the Blue Devils forced the
Bees to punt from their end zone,
resulting on the ball going out of
bounds on the 20. Six plays later,
DiIorio hit Sheehan, who dragged a
defender over the goal line with 6:41
on the clock.

“Great defensive stand! Then they
get a short punt and we punch it in.
When the defense plays good, we
were confident. They had very good
running backs,” commented coach
DeSarno.

Vall-Llobera’s remarkable punting
throughout the day put the Bees in a
hole but the best came in the third
quarter when he booted the ball out at
the Bayonne six. The defense did the
rest and the Bees punted to the
Westfield 47 where DiIorio engi-
neered a six-play drive, including
Brand’s 18-yard run and ending 10
seconds into the fourth quarter with
his screen pass to Sheenan, who
lunged over the goal.

“It was really just a simple screen
pass and the line was doing a great job
of getting out there to make sure that
I don’t get hit. I just did what I could
to get into the end zone,” said Sheehan.
“It feels great! A home game! No one
has seen a home playoff game in
about 10 years and not a playoff game
in five years. After last season, it was
a great step forward.”

“Chris is a really good receiver.
He’s a kid that we can count on to
catch the football and he has been
doing some nice things, running after
the catch. It’s nice that he is a junior,”
said coach DeSarno who added, “In
the last three games, Joe’s gotten seven
punts inside the 20. We didn’t want to
punt to that no. 1 kid (return man
Mark Johnson). Field position was a
big part of this game,” said DeSarno.

Johnson added the Bees’ only TD
on a 29-yard run with 4:04 remaining
in the game. The Blue Devils will
face top-seeded Piscataway on Satur-
day, November 17 at 1 p.m. in
Piscataway.
Bayonne 0 0 0 8 8
Westfield 0 7 7 7 21

down (TD) blast.
“It’s a team effort and it was team

defense. I thought we made some
great plays on defense, which opened
up some things. I was a little disap-
pointed with our offense because
they did not play well for whatever
reason. There were opportunities to
make a couple of plays and we did
not make them but a win is a win,”
said Raider Head Coach Steve
Ciccotelli who added, “Maybe I get
conservative because we start say-
ing, ‘let’s run the clock,’ and some-
times as a coach you do get a little
too conservative because we had a
couple of good drives and we just
didn’t convert. We have to evaluate
that and I have to evaluate myself
and make sure we stay on track.”

The 7-2 Raiders totaled 118 yards
on the ground. Quarterback Mike

Chervenyak completed six of 12
passes for 76 yards. Taylor chewed
up 54 yards on 13 carries before
being sidelined with an ankle injury.
Andrew Brockel charged 40 yards
on 12 carries. Marcus Green bolted
20 yards on five carries and made
two catches for 19 yards. D’Agostaro
hauled in two passes for 34 yards.
Kyle Mihansky grabbed a 12-yard
pass and Baker hauled in an 11-
yarder.

Colonia (6-3) amassed 272 yards.
Quarterback John Morgan completed
nine of 13 passes for 113 yards,
including a five-yard TD toss to
Nathaniel Brown. Later, Morgan
hooked up with a short pass to Cory
Jacik, which resulted in a breakaway
52-yard TD bolt in the fourth quar-
ter.

Baker finished with 15 tackles,

two sacks and a blocked field goal.
Tim Green made 11 tackles, forced a
fumble and recovered a fumble and
Mihansky made eight tackles and
had an interception. Azard, Aaron
Miller and Shariff Scott delivered
seven tackles each and Mike Alleman
felled six Patriots and forced a
fumble. Jason Boff (fumble recov-
ery) and Joe Blaes knocked down
five runners each.

Colonia scored both TDs in the
fourth quarter to tighten up the score,
19-13, With 8:24 left, the Raider de-
fense tightened and Baker’s intercep-
tion and two sacks sealed the victory.

“We did great the first half. (In
the) second half we thought we had
the game in the bag, so I think people
stopped going as hard. Once they
scored those two touchdowns that
woke us up. That’s when the whole
team came together and made it hap-
pen,” said Baker. “The last posses-
sion that they had, we blitzed a lot,
mostly a four-three and that stopped
them most of the game. They just got
lucky that last quarter. I feel much
better now. I wasn’t feeling too good
that fourth quarter but now I can go
home, rest and come back on Mon-
day and work for our next game.”

“Offensively, we weren’t doing
too well. (In the) second half, we
came out and did a little bit better.
Our starting tailback Taylor got hurt,
Andrew (Brockel) did pretty good
filling in and our defense did a heck
of a job and worked the win,” added
Tim Green.

The Raiders will host South
Plainfield in the semifinals at Scotch
Plains on Saturday, November 17.
Colonia   0   0   0 13 13
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   0 19   0   0 19

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING KEY OFFENSIVE GAINS…Fullback Ryan Brand, No. 22, had a key 21-yard reception on the Blue Devils’ long
scoring drive and added an 18-yard run to set up the third score. See Westfield/Plainfield rivalry on page 17.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HEADING THE BALL AWAY…Raider Emily Meehan heads the ball away
from Raider turf and towards Mendham turf.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

Coldwell Banker®, Since 1906, America's Premier Real Estate Company

Coldwell Banker has been helping families buy and sell homes for nearly a century.

Since 1986, the Westfield Office has been recognized as one of the best in the

nation.  These are three of our agents who exemplify our commitment to the highest

standards of professionalism, integrity and service.

Faith Maricic Irene KatzBettyann Lynch

Westfield Office

209 Central Avenue

(908) 233-5555

Coldwell Banker Home Loans

1-888-317-5416

Call now for a pre-approval decision

Congratulations

©2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Incorporated.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker / Sales Associate

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1993-2006
Platinum Level: 2003-2006        Direct Dial: 908-301-2038

© 2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

#1 Agent Westfield Office - 2004, 2006
#1 Listing Agent Westfield Office - 2004-2006

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  908-233-5555

13 Breeze Knoll Drive, Westfield $ 2,795,000
Stunning custom built residence on over ½ acre of lush grounds w/inground pool on premier cul-de-sac.  Exquisitely appointed thru-
out this gracious home includes a grand Foyer with sweeping staircase flanked by a Formal Living Room w/fireplace; Formal Dining
Room w/custom moldings and tray ceiling; gourmet Eat-In Kitchen w/custom center island and top of the line appliances, wonderful
walk in pantry w/custom built-in’s; large Family Room w/fireplace; Study/Office w/magnificent built-ins; large Mudroom w/custom
lockers and first floor Bedroom suite with full bath.  The second floor boasts 5 additional Bedrooms and 4 full baths, including a
luxurious Master Suite w/Sitting Room, fabulous bathroom and walk-in closet with beautiful custom cabinetry.  The 3rd floor has an
additional Playroom and storage area.  All this plus; a large basement with Recreation Room; “Nanny Suite” with full bath; and great
storage room.  Truly a one of a kind opportunity!  www.frankdisoldi.com

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WHO WANTS IT?… No. 44, Raider Keith Baker, that’s who! The senior linebacker pounced on 15 Patriots during the game,
had a key interception and two sacks in the fourth quarter to secure a, 19-13 victory over Colonia in the NJSIAA Sectionals.

Maureen Illanovsky
• Top Sales Month of October
• Westfield Area Specialist
• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses
• Buying, Selling or Rental

If you are interested in a complementary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

Put her neighborhood knowledge and professional
expertise to work for you.

Westfield Office / 908-654-7777
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

Weichert
Weichert

®MEET YOUR WEICHERT, REALTORS  NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

Maureen Illanovsky
of the Weichert Westfield Office

Invite Maureen in, and she’ll bring results!


