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No. 6 Columbia Nips Soccer Blue Devil Boys, 1-0
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

CORNNACHIA, CORNWELL, MEEHAN HIT CROSSBAR

Mendham Soccer Girls Blank
Raiders for Section Title, 2-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fourth-seeded Mendham waited
a year to get another shot at the
North Jersey, Group 3, Section 2
title and, this time, the Lady Min-
utemen succeeded with a 2-0 vic-
tory over the second-seeded Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School girls
soccer team in Scotch Plains on
November 8.

Last year, the Raiders won their
first ever, sectional title with a 1-0
victory over the same foe, Mendham,
when Allie Hambleton crossed to
Colleen LaForge who slid the ball
past Minuteman keeper Melanie
Pierson with four minutes remaining.

In last year’s game, the Raiders
were concerned with the power and
accuracy of throw-in specialist Sarah
Button and nothing changed because
it was she who made a great throw-in
to the box where teammate Dovlyn
Curtis skid the ball to Erin Graziano
who saw Raider keeper Jackie Law (9
saves) off-balance and tapped it into
the goal only eight minutes into the
game. Minuteman goalie Pierson fin-
ished with six saves.

“We worked on it in practice and
we didn’t clear it like we should have.
They got the opportunity when we

didn’t clear it,” said Raider Head
Coach Kevin Ewing.

The 18-3-3 Raiders, who totaled
nine shots on goal, missed taking an
early lead five minutes into the game
when Katie Cornacchia sent a shot
that keeper Pierson tipped into the
crossbar, while colliding into the far
post. The ball fell straight to the
ground where Pierson covered it. A
few minutes after the 16-4 Minute-
men scored, Raider Bridget
Cornwell’s shot from eight yards away
also hit the crossbar.

From that moment, the Minutemen
took charge and the Raiders appeared
to be a bit flat. Minuteman Amelia
Appel ripped a shot that Law tipped
to the ground in front of the goal but
back Delia McGee successfully
knocked it away.

“I don’t know if our kids were flat.
It was more that Mendham took us
out of our game. They are a good
team. We had our opportunities. When
you have opportunities against good
teams, you got to make sure you cash
in,” said coach Ewing. “We didn’t do
that. We had one mess up in the begin-
ning. We were pushing kids up and
they got an opportunity in the second
half.”

Before the Minutemen got their

final opportunity, the Raiders, down
1-0, stepped up big time in the second
half and got a golden opportunity to
cash in after a handball call inside the
box with 3:24 remaining resulted in a
penalty kick. Molly Meehan’s shot
hit the crossbar and Pierson slapped it
away.

“That happens! Molly was auto-
matic in practice. We went with the
senior and, unfortunately, it didn’t
work out,” commented coach Ewing.

Two minutes later, Minuteman
Curtis drilled a crossing shot that hit
the left post and bounced over the
goal.

“We will look to next year. It’s
unfortunate that it was the seniors’
last game. Bridget Cornwell and
Alana Bencivengo have been around
for four years. They have been our
leaders this year. We started off slow
and they kept the kids on track. Molly,
Emily (Meehan), Alyssa (Straniero),
Tyler (Del Mauro) and Sam Bremer.
I can’t say enough about Sam Bremer.
She didn’t get a lot of playing time
but she was very important to the
team,” said coach Ewing. “I’m proud
of what these kids accomplished this
year.”
Mendham 1 1 2
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 0 0 0

Dave Santoriello and Dan Caprario,
respectively, – successfully buried
their shots into the net, while senior
goalie Kevin Cutro made the right
decision at the right time to smother
the third Cougar shot, opening the
door for victory.

O’Brien passed every test in the
first half but received stepped-up ac-
tion in the second half, making six of
his saves. Minutes after Exantus
scored, O’Brien kept his team in the
game with a tipped shot over the
crossbar. He added a pair of skidding

saves to his right and a leaping tip to
his right then he made a quick move
to smother a shot by Exantus, who
was wide open on the right side.

“There are a lot of great goalkeep-
ers in the state this year and I think
Greg is certainly one of them. Greg
made a couple of great saves and he
(Exantus) put the one in,” said coach
Kapner. “We played tough defense.
Nobody ever scored two goals against
us in a game all year. That’s a tremen-
dous testament to him and our de-
fense. We have only given up 12 goals

but they scored one, we scored none.
That’s the name of the game.”

Defender Pat Tresnan quickly got
in the way of another Exantus shot to
save a goal and Chris Franks success-
fully kicked the ball away from the
goal area to prevent another score.
Nick Breza and Todd Saunders were
in the face of the Cougar attackers all
afternoon.

“Nick Breza played as much as he
could today with a separated shoul-
der and did a great job marking. Chris
Franks played with a bad leg. Todd
Saunders played as much as he could
with a bad leg and they were able to
mark this exceptionally good offen-
sive team for almost all the game,”
said coach Kapner. “You can’t say
enough about Pat Tresnan, who
bounced around, ended up being our
sweeper at the end of the year and just
played a superb tactical game. We
had all these injuries so we played
Andy Flood back there and he came
through.”

With all the persistent pressure,
something had to give and it did 20:15
into the second half when Exantus
found the rare opening.

“Basically, he was wide open. Can’t
save them all but I gave it a good
effort,” said O’Brien who added, “Our
defense has been our strongest part
all year. We’ve never let more than
one goal in a game. That’s what made
us win games.”
Westfield 0 0 0
Columbia 0 1 1

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ANTICIPATING THE IMPACT OF THE BALL…Raider Stephanie Glover, left, and a Mendham striker anticipate the
impact of the ball near the Raiders’ goal in the sectional final game. See picture on page 16.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FURIOUS ACTION IN THE TITLE GAME…Blue Devil Chris Franks, No. 21, and Cougar Adrian Alexis get intense in
the North Jersey, Group 4, Section 2 game. The No. 6 Cougars won, 1-0.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING A HEAD UP…Blue Devil Brandon Heroux, No. 16, gets a head up on
Cougar Jervis Witherspoon, No. 17.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

SCOTCH PLAINS SPLIT LEVEL $410,000
Welcome to this 4 bedroom, 2 full bath Split Level home.  There is a new family room
addition (2006) with full bath and hardwood floors under most carpeting.  A spacious new
deck and private backyard complete this lovely home.  (052111497)

FANWOOD OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 11/18  12 - 4PM $499,900

WESTFIELD PRE-CONSTRUCTION OPPORTUNITY $1,789,000WESTFIELD SPLIT $549,900WESTFIELD CHARMING COLONIAL $749,999

Col. Cape – 4 BR / 2 FBTHS, 1st fl fam rm/fp, gas/CAC, LL rec room.  DIR: Martine to
King St.  #131 (052111658)

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

WESTFIELD OFFICE 185 ELM STREET /  WESTF IELD,  NJ  07090 /  908-654-7777

weichert.com

Charming Splite built in 1955.  Three bedrooms, 1 ½ baths with a built-in garage that lets
out onto Belmar Terrace.  The house has a family room on the ground level and a finished
basement with a recreation room, utility area, laundry area and an office.  There is a large
fenced yard with a deck off the dining room.  (052111562)

Charm is in abundance in this 5 bedroom, 2 full & 2 half bath Colonial in the Professional-1
district.  Parquet floors, beam ceilings, updated eat-in kitchen with butler pantry, living room,
family room, powder room & 2 fireplaces occupy the 1st floor.  2nd floor boasts 3 bedrooms
and a full bath.  3rd floor features 2 additional bedrooms and another full bath.  Basement
features recreation room, workshop, powder room & exercise area.  Experience serenity at
night in the enclosed front porch or the two-tier deck in back overlooking a park-like landscaped
yard.  Close to library, train & Mindowaskin Park.  Dual uses include residential one-family
occupancy or professional use.  (052111408)

SCOTCH PLAINS COLONIAL $525,000
Welcome to 2137 Mapleview Court, a large Colonial home.  The spacious living room features
hardwood floors and a wood-burning fireplace.  The entertainment sized dining room will
accommodate large dinners.  The eat-in kitchen has newer appliances.  The family room has
a convenient half bath as well as access to the garage & backyard.  A large master bedroom
features hardwood floors, a huge walk-in closet with dressing area and full bath.  Two additional
bedrooms, each with hardwood floors, and a full bath complete the 2nd floor.  (052111634)

Nestled on a tranquil cul-de-sac, this distinctive custom CH Colonial residence boasts 4,000 SF of
luxury plus an additional 1,700 SF of finished basement w/full bath.  A regal stone façade with
Hardi-Plank ™ siding, 3-car garage and substantial property are just the beginning.  Amenities
include a 2-story foyer with solid oak staircase, 5 bedrooms, 4 ½ baths, 2 fireplaces, hardwood
floors level 1 & 2, formal living and dining rooms featuring mahogany inlays and tray & boxed
beam ceilings, designer kitchen plus breakfast room, master retreat with fireplace, sitting room,
dual walk-in closets and ensuite spa-like bath, full walk-up attic and more!  (0520001589)

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO


