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Pumped Up SPF Raider Gridders Overrun
Blue Devil Footballers in Second Half, 28-14

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

IRVING SCORES ON STRAUSS ASSIST, SCORES ON PK

Blue Devils Sting Minutemen
In Boys Soccer Sections, 2-1

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

No. 3 was a charm and it came at
the right time when the Westfield
High School boys soccer team rallied
from a 1-0, halftime deficit to sting
Elizabeth, 2-1, in the quarterfinals of
the North Jersey, Group 4, Section 2
tournament at Gary Kehler Stadium
in Westfield on November 1. Blue
Devil junior midfielder Mike Irving
scored both goals, the second coming
on a penalty kick late in the game.

The two regular-season showdowns
ended in ties and both meetings
showed furious action that did not
cease until time ran out. Even though
the 12-4-3 Minutemen had only eight
meaningful shots on goal and the 12-
4-3 Blue Devils took six, the fury of
the game was no different than the
previous two games. Minuteman
goalie Matias Cei finished with five
saves, while Blue Devil goalies Jeff
O’Brien and Adam Fine shared four.

“It’s always an intense game. Com-
ing out here for our first state game, it
was a big game for us to win. They are
big rivals. We tied them twice before.
We wanted to put a win together any
way we could,” said Irving.

The Minutemen took the first seri-
ous shot, 13 minutes into the game,
that quivered the net but an offside
call nullified the goal. But one minute

later, Minuteman Dennis Correia
crossed right-to-left to Roberto
Moreno-Duque, who lodged the ball
into the upper right netting. Fifteen
minutes into the second half, the Blue
Devils evened the score when Dan
Strauss’ shot deflected off Matias’
fingertips and Irving closed in to tap
the ball into the goal.

“They came out strong in the first
half. (In the) second half, we were
pressuring the whole time. We had a
free kick that played to the far post.
One of our guys (Strauss) brought it
down and took a shot. It hit the goalie’s
hand and bounced right in front of
me. I was just there to put it in. I was
in there at the right time,” Irving
explained.

With five minutes remaining, the
Blue Devils were awarded a penalty
kick for the Minutemen defenders
crowding Brandon Heroux. Irving
took the kick and slid it into the left
corner.

“We kept playing hard and they
were all over Brandon Heroux the
whole game. Finally they came over
the top and horse-collared him. Mike
got the penalty kick. Mike had the
best game he had all year. He was at
the right spot at the right time but you
have to be hustling to be there. He did
that all day,” said Blue Devil Head
Coach George Kapner.

“I have one thing that I do every
time. I’ve been doing it forever and it
always works for me. I just go and put
it in the corner. If the goalie can make
a save on it, he can make a save. But
if you put it in the corner like that one,
there’s nothing he can do,” said Irv-
ing.

“We tried something a little differ-
ent the last few days. We have been
shutout three of the last four games.
We altered our system and they scored
a goal against us. At halftime, we
altered even more. We went with four
forwards, which I don’t even remem-
ber the last time I did it. We played
great and got that goal. We then de-
cided to go back to our normal sys-
tem, a 4-4-2, and play some posses-
sion. We didn’t play particularly well.
Maybe me second guessing as the
coach! Our season was on the brink
of disappearing and we really came
out and played super hard,” said coach
Kapner.

The Minutemen, who minutes be-
fore the penalty kick nearly scored
with a shot off the right post, nailed
the post two more times in the final
two minutes.

“We were very lucky! They had
three shots hit the post in the last 10
minutes,” commented coach Kapner.
Elizabeth 1 0 1
Westfield 0 2 2

Blue Devils took advantage of a poor
punt with great field position on the
Raider 24. After two running plays,
netting no yardage, DiIorio slid a
short pass to Sheehan, who glided
into the end zone for the 24-yard play
with 5:56 left in the quarter.

Toward the end of the quarter, the
Blue Devils seemed to be on the verge
of another score when linebacker Vall-
Llobera intercepted Chervenyak’s pass
on the Raider three but the Raider
defense hung tough and, with the help
of Marcus Green’s crushing sack,
stopped the Devils on the 10-yard line.

The Raiders marched 84 yards on
13 plays to the Blue Devil six but
Chervenyak’s pass into the end zone
was intercepted by defensive back
Selert – his fourth of the season. On
the Raiders’ final drive of the half,
Domanski’s 28-yard field goal at-
tempt missed and the Blue Devils
held a slim, 7-6 lead at halftime.

Early in the third quarter,
Chervenyak engineered a 10-play, 73-
yard drive that ended with his one-
yard TD plunge. Baker added the
two-point conversion with his recep-
tion in the left corner of the end zone.
After Okarter’s fumble recovery gave
the Raiders possession on the
Westfield 46, Taylor carried for five
yards then followed up, after a great
block from Marcus Green, with his
41-yard TD sprint with 2:13 remain-
ing in the third quarter.

“Marcus was the guy. If the fullback
doesn’t block, we are not running the
ball. He made a great block,” said
Raider Head Coach Steve Ciccotelli.

The final nail in the coffin was ham-

mered early in the fourth quarter when
Boff intercepted DiIorio’s pass in the
flats and galloped 28 yards for the TD.

“As soon as the quarterback threw
it, I figured I had a chance for it. I
wasn’t sure who was behind me, so I
ran as hard as I could,” said Boff. “My
first touchdown ever!”

With time running out, DiIorio con-
nected with Sheehan for a 15-yard
TD reception. The Raiders recovered
the anticipated onside kick and
Chervenyak sealed the deal with a
33-yard keeper.

“We were the most pumped I’ve
ever seen. Our offensive line has been
good all season. They give me plenty

of time in the pocket. They opened
holes for the running backs,” said
Chervenyak who added, “In the be-
ginning, I threw a pick in the end
zone. I threw a pick when I was trying
to throw to Marcus. I made some bad
reads but in the second half I started
making good reads.”

“In the first half, we shot ourselves
in the foot a couple of times. I thought
we were playing well but we just had
to come out and play well in the
second half. We just kept playing
well and that’s what happened,” said
coach Ciccotelli.
Westfield   7   0   0   7 14
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   6   0 15   7 28

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WITHSTANDING A FURIOUS ATTACK…Blue Devil goalie Greg O’Brien was put to the test in the final minutes of the
game against the Minutemen, who bounced three shots off the post.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING GOOD BLOCKING FROM HIS FULLBACK…Raider Anthony Taylor, No. 2, got good blocking from his
fullback Marcus Green and gained 133 yards, including a 41-yard touchdown run.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING THE INTERCEPTION…Blue Devil Joe Vall-Llobera, No. 9, inter-
cepts a pass intended for Raider Marcus Green, No. 21, at the Raider three-yard
line. The Raiders’ defense held.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

SCOTCH PLAINS CENTER ENTRY COLONIAL $848,000
Chic 10 room, 5 bedroom center entry Colonial boasts the very best of quality upgrades & amenities
combined with impeccable attention to detail, a sensible floor plan & distinctive architectural detail
throughout.  The sleek custom kitchen (13 x 12) recently updated in ’05 features abundant maple cabinetry,
granite countertops, tumbled porcelain tile with copper inlay, top-of-the-line stainless appliances, center
island, butlers pantry and spacious dining area overlooking specimen plantings on .36 acre of fully fenced
professionally landscaped property.  A 5th bedroom on the 1st level is perfect for office, au pair or guests.
The most inviting living room with Palladian windows is enhanced with custom built-ins, wood-burning
fireplace with elegant imported tile surround & volume ceiling.  A grande formal dining room, sunny
family room, gracious entry foyer, laundry center & powder room complete this level.  A private master
suite combines an 18 x 15 bedroom, 12 x 12 walk-in closet w/built-ins.  (052111618)

SCOTCH PLAINS BERWYCK CHASE COLONIAL $759,800

WESTFIELD OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 11/11  12-4PM $699,800WESTFIELD NEW CONSTRUCTION $1,575,000WESTFIELD EXPANDED CUSTOM CAPE $549,900

Welcome to 4 Sassafras Court.  This fabulous Colonial is located on a premium lot on a cul-
de-sac in the Berwyck Chase section of Scotch Plains.  This home offers a total of 4 bedrooms
with a spacious master suite including a Jacuzzi and a sitting room.  There is a beautiful &
spacious living room, dining room, and family room with wood-burning fireplace.  The eat-
in kitchen has French doors that back to the very private fenced backyard with circular paver
block patio.  The community offers a great swimming pool & tennis courts.  Make this your
home now.  (052111612)

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

WESTFIELD OFFICE 185 ELM STREET /  WESTF IELD,  NJ  07090 /  908-654-7777

weichert.com

This Center Hall Colonial will combine an old world classic exterior with an amazing custom interior.
Boasting 4 bedrooms, 4.1 baths, 2-story foyer, formal living & dining rooms, large center island kitchen
with top-of-the-line appliances & granite tops looks over a breakfast nook, wet bar, and a spectacular
family room w/custom mahogany inlays & wood-burning fireplace w/marble & imported mantle.  A
1,600 SF finished basement will host a full bath, closets, dry bar & bedroom/exercise room.  The 2nd fl.
accompanies 4 bedrooms, 3 full baths, laundry room & walk-up attic.  The master suite will include his/
her walk-in closets, fireplace & a spa-like retreat w/Jacuzzi tub & more!  Call 908-591-6283 for more
details.  (052111031)

This beautiful Expanded Custom Home is located in a quiet neighborhood close to Tamaques
Park.  Its many features include 4 bedrooms, 2 full baths, dining room, living room with
wood-burning fireplace, large updated kitchen, finished family room in basement & beautiful
deck overlooking private backyard.  (052111557)

WESTFIELD NEW CONSTRUCTION $739,000
Custom Center Hall Colonial.  Four bedrooms, formal living and dining rooms, family
room with fireplace, designer kitchen with granite countertops, hardwood floors throughout,
master bath with whirlpool tub, full basement, walk-up attic, 2 ½ - 3 baths and Hardi-Plank
™ exterior with masonry accents.  Still time to customize.  Call Ralph for more information:
908-591-6283.  (052000587)

Welcome to 810 Wallberg Avenue, located on a quiet tree-lined street.  This beautifully
renovated English Colonial features 4 bedrooms & 3 ½ baths.  Some of the wonderful amenities
include a gourmet kitchen & butler’s pantry, all hardwood flooring, spa shower with Jacuzzi
in master bath, family room off kitchen, formal dining room, living room with gas fireplace,
den/office, and recreation room in finished basement.  DIR: Woodland r Garfield r Wallberg
#810  (052111283)

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO


