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Raiders Give Coach ‘Brez’
His 12th UCT Soccer Crown

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

fender then maneuvered past another
falling defender and rifled in a 12-
yard shot past Minuteman keeper
Matias Cei with 7:04 left.

“It was on a counter. Molinaro
played a great ball and assistant coach
Mortarulo has been telling me all
year to use my speed, so I finally beat
a man, touched the pass on another.
The goalie gave me the far post, so I
slipped it in,” said D’Annunzio.

In the half, cheap shots earned
Elizabeth three yellow cards and one
red card that left the Minutemen short-
handed for the rest of the game.
Elizabeth’s rough play did not deter
the more physical and bigger Raiders
from pounding away at the Minute-
men defensive forces. Molinaro con-
verted his first goal on a header into
the top right hand corner on a throw-
in from Tommy Sutter at 6:21. The
icing on the cake came when
Molinaro, off an assist by sophomore
Chris Freeman, burned the net with
25:04 remaining.

“Adam Brous got the ball, played it
to me from 30 yards out. I took the
touch, played it in to Molinaro, who
had a good first touch, and he dropped
it into the back of the net,” said Free-
man, a recent transfer from Union
Catholic.

“It was our last game with 14 se-
niors on the team and the last for

some of us in our career. We came so
mentally prepared and the defense
played great. They did not allow any-
thing to go in goal and the offense
came to play, putting four goals in the
back of the net. All of us seniors love
each other and we know how each of
us plays. I don’t even know what to
say,” said an emotional senior Tri-
Captain DeVizio.

“Our game plan is always the same,
try to knock the ball through the
middle and have our middle players
play it out wide and it worked suc-
cessfully for us tonight. Johann set it
off with a great free kick and I got
lucky, put one in and Taylor played
great all day and put two in back of
the net,” said D’Annunzio. “Refer-
ence our great defensive shutout per-
formance, like Mike said, with Brian
Hessemer back there and our other
sophomore Matt Greaney, who
stepped in there, they really kept it
held down. Tim Sutter played a great
game too. To add what Michael said,
‘Our team has gone through so much.’
Going away overseas twice really got
us together over those two seasons.
We proved ourselves with the win
here tonight and I’m really going to
miss playing with both my cousin
and the rest of my team.”
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 2 2 4
Elizabeth 0 0 0

It was back in 1988, and lane 1 of the
Westfield YMCA’s Wallace Pool was
closed down … except for a lone swim-
mer who would be attempting to swim
a world record amount of miles within
a 24-hour period.

This was something few people
would attempt, so it was no surprise to
learn the swimmer was Max Wunderle,
the original Mad Max of WHS swim-
ming (before current junior Max Blum
earned the nickname).

Wunderle had a well-earned reputa-
tion for, shall we say, interesting behav-
ior. Most of that was good, as his versa-
tility (distance free, breaststroke) helped
keep WHS a state swimming power in
the mid- to late-1980s, along with class-
mates Mike Linenberg, Chris
McFadden and Aaron Weber. But he
was also one of the four WHS swim-
mers suspended from the team a week
before the 1986 Union County champi-
onships for tearing up the locker room.
Despite the suspensions, WHS earned
a tie for the title with Summit, thus
extending its win streak to 30 years.

Stuff like that might sound a bit
strange, but not if you knew Wunderle,
whose brother Sam was a football co-
captain and standout center/line-
backer on a fine 7-2 WHS football
team in 1990.

Wunderle Continues
To Pile Up the Miles

So the news that the 37-year-old
Max Wunderle (WHS, ’88) — now
living in West Simsbury, Conn., with
his wife, former WHS swimming star
Christina Caroe (’88), and their three
kids, Sutton, Hagen and Torben —
had taken up Ironman competitions
was not a shocker.

Wunderle will be in Clearwater
Beach, Fla., this Saturday with some
1,500 athletes from around the world
competing in the second Ironman 70.3
World Championships. The event in-
cludes a 1.2-mile swim, a 56-mile
bike ride and a 13.1-mile run.

“This one in Florida is the world
championship for the half Ironman dis-
tance,” Wunderle said recently. “I just
got back from the world championships
for the full Ironman distance (140.6
miles) two weeks ago in Hawaii. That’s
the BIG one. I did pretty good, 52nd in
my age group (35-39) and 249th overall.
I was happy with that.”

The difference is that everything is
doubled in the full Ironman: a 2.4-
mile swim, a 112-mile bike ride and a
26.2-mile run. That’s like swimming a
Berkeley Aquatic Club mid-season
workout, followed by a leg of the Tour
de France, before finishing up with the
Boston Marathon … all non-stop.

Only the best of the best qualify for
the world championships. Wunderle
noted that of the 1,800 who qualified
for Hawaii, about 150 are profession-
als. The Oct. 13 event in Hawaii will
be televised Dec. 1 on NBC. “That’s
the big one, but I love competing in
them all,” Wunderle said.

Wunderle is not the first former WHS
swimmer of his era to take up this type
of recreation. Former All-American
Darren Hertell (’93), who recently got
married down in the Bahamas, has been

a nationally ranked triathlete.
Wunderle has been doing stuff like

that since his high school days, when
he earned the “Mad Max” nickname,
after the character Mel Gibson played
in three movies. “Wow, I can’t believe
you remembered that,” he said. “I
haven’t been called that in a while.”

When he was 17, Wunderle became
the second youngest person to ever
swim the 28.5 miles around Manhat-
tan Island. And then there was his
attempt at a world record for most
miles swum in a 24-hour period. “I
made it to 33 miles in 15 hours, before
my body went into shock,” he said.
“We didn’t know a lot about nutrition
back then. I might’ve been able to do
a lot better.”

Wunderle has been competing in
about two triathlons a month since
May, mostly local events in Connecti-
cut. He was pretty consistent, twice
winning his age group and never plac-
ing lower than fourth. And it doesn’t
hurt during the grueling workouts to
have a familiar face alongside as his
training partner: His wife, Christina, a
former WHS distance swimming
record-holder and YMCA National
champion in the 500 free.

“Yeah, Christina has been bitten by
the triathlon bug, too” Wunderle said.
“It’s a lot of work, but it sure keeps us
in good shape.”

FOOTBALL UPDATE
OK, so we didn’t get a playoff game

against Phillipsburg AND lost to SP-F
in football, AND both the girls soccer
and j.v. boys soccer lost to SP-F in the
county final AND then Alabama lost to
LSU. That’s a nightmare combination
that was almost too much to handle. I
will honestly admit that, on the drive
home from work last Saturday night, I
stopped my car in the middle of an
empty Burlington-Bristol Bridge and,
looking down on the Delaware River
below, pondered the importance of life.
It’s been 62 mostly good years, I ratio-
nalized, and there’s not much that hasn’t
been seen or done.

But then the thought of Nick and
Ivan, my cats, waiting for me at the
front door became overwhelming, so I
put things on hold, got back in the car
and headed home. And, lo and behold,
the sun really did come up on Sunday
morning. Saturday’s football loss will
just have to linger until the next time;
hopefully that will be on Thanksgiv-
ing Day 2008, but that’s another story
for a couple of weeks from now.

(Eventually it hit me that, although SP-
F won the final three matchups of the fall
season, WHS still had an overall 9-4-1
advantage in head-to-heads, and won five
Watchung Conference and three Union
County titles, to SP-F’s one and two.)

As to Saturday’s 28-14 loss, it was
pretty simple. SP-F’s lines dominated
the WHS lines for the final three quar-
ters. After coming up empty (minus
seven yards in four plays) following
Joe Vall-Llobera’s second-period in-
terception that gave WHS the ball at
the SP-F 3 with a 7-6 lead, it was all
SP-F from there. Over two hours, my
mood went from looking forward to
playing Phillipsburg, and then
Hunterdon Central, and then
Piscataway, to wondering what had
just happened and (almost) thinking
maybe a consolation game wouldn’t
be so bad. But that was then and now
it’s time to get ready for the Bayonne
Bees in our North 2 Group 4 opener
this Saturday, 1 p.m., at Kehler Sta-
dium. Our last playoff game was a 20-
13 loss at unbeaten Sayreville in 2003;
our last playoff win was 7-0 at
Morristown in 2001; and our last home
playoff game was in 1998, a 30-6 win

over West Morris (the last one before
that was in 1979!). It was great to see
so many former WHS players at the
game — guys like Bob Davis (’74),
Dave Yatcilla (’75), Bruce Jester (’75),
Glen Kehler (’75), Joe Della Badia
(’77), Tom Della Badia (’80), Bill
Bowers (’80), Kevin McCormack (’99)
and probably many others who I didn’t
see. It sure seemed that the visitors’
stands had more people than the home
stands. But, given the rivalry and the
importance of the game, the size of the
crowd was pretty disappointing.

SOCCER UPDATE
An amazing come-from-behind win

over Elizabeth earned WHS a home
game this past Tuesday in the sec-
tional semifinals against Bridgewater-
Raritan. Lost in the aftermath of the
frenetic final five minutes — which
saw Mike Irving convert a penalty
kick to put WHS up 2-1 and then saw
three good Elizabeth shots at the tying
goal carom off the goal post or sail just
wide — was the 211th career win for
coach George Kapner, tying him with
Walt Leonow at WHS.

It’s also sets up an interesting ques-
tion for the papers who do rankings.
Who exactly is going to be ranked the
No. 1 boys soccer team in Union
County? SP-F was just over .500 but
did win the county title. Of the top four
teams — WHS, SP-F, Elizabeth and
Union — one thing is certain: When
the sun came up Sunday morning,
only one of the four was still playing in
the state tournament. And that team
was also the only one with a winning
record this fall against all three of the
other teams.

A better subject might be: which
school in Union County has the best
overall program, both boys and girls?
Not just the best program in 2007, but
the best program over a period of time.
How would you judge that? By games
won and lost? By championships won?
I think most people would easily agree
that the two best overall programs,
both boys and girls, are WHS and SP-
F. So, to help settle the argument, The
Den will provide the numbers for those
two schools, let’s call them School A
and School B, and then let you decide,
impartially.

School A has won 24 titles (17
county, 7 state), School B has won 32
titles (27 county, 5 state).

Head to head, School A has 40 wins,
School B has 63 wins and there have
been 18 ties.

So, who would you pick, A or B?
Feel free to send in your vote — just an
A or a B, no comments needed — to
bj1019@aol.com and we’ll print them
next week, along with some other fol-
low-up comments about the wild and
wooly soccer season.

The WHS girls saw their season end
on Monday with a 1-0 loss to
Bridgewater-Raritan in the North 2
Group 4 semifinals. That came on the
heels of a 1-0 loss to SP-F in the
county finals.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s free sub from Al the

Owner at Westfield Subs (261 South
Ave. East) goes to gymnast Lacy
Cummings. The sophomore won the
vault (9.8), was second on the beam
(9.575) and third in all-around (37.35)
as the Blue Devils finished second to
Bishop Ahr at the North 2 sectionals.
WHS had the fourth highest score among
all the Group 4 schools in the state.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with comments,
complaints or suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. GO BLUE DEVILS!

Devil of the Week
Lacy Cummings

Gymnastics

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

CITIZENS INPUT FOR
REVENUE BLOCK GRANT

Mayor Martin Marks has announced a
public hearing will be held on the HUD
Revenue Sharing Block Grant, XXXIV Year
funding on Tuesday, November 20, 2007
in Room 202, Municipal Building, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey at
7:30 p.m.

We are attempting to set our own priori-
ties and want to know how our own citi-
zens feel the county allocation should be
spent”, said Mayor Marks. Scotch Plains
has benefited from Community Develop-
ment funds since 1975 amounting to over
$3,750,000. It is expected that approxi-
mately $6,000,000. will be available to
Union County for XXXIV Year funding.

The hearing will be chaired by Joseph
Duff, Robert Johnston, and Philip Schick
official delegates to the Rev. Sharing Com-
mittee. Nineteen towns in Union County
are involved, and all projects must have a
2/3 majority of the total committee mem-
bership approval in order to become real-
ity.

Application for projects will be available
at Township Hall and include complete
instructions concerning project eligibility.

Projects funded throughout the 19 mem-
ber municipalities include:  housing reha-
bilitation, neighborhood preservation, code
enforcement, senior citizens facilities, child
care facilities, and various social service
programs.

Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk

1 T - 11/8/07, The Times Fee: $33.15

Lady Raiders Advance
To Sectional Finals:

Midfielder Jenna McGarry drilled
a direct kick into the net early in
overtime to give the second-seeded
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
girls soccer team a 1-0 victory over
Morristown in the North Jersey, Group
3, Section 2, semifinals in Scotch
Plains on November 5. Goalie Jackie
Law made 12 saves in the shutout.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
2007 UNION COUNTY TOURNAMENT CHAMPIONS…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School boys soccer team
celebrate their 4-0 triumph over Elizabeth on November 3. It was Coach Tom Breznitsky’s 12th and the team’s 14th overall
UCT championship.

Westfield New Construction

Open House Event
Hosted by: Virginia Cosenza

SPECIAL ONE DAY BUILDER INCENTIVES!

Sunday November 11th

$1,299,000
Open 1:00 PM to 2:00 PM

36 Woodbrook Circle

WSF9896

Dir: E. Broad, rt Springfield Ave,

rt Woodbrook

$1,249,000
Open 2:15 PM to 3:15 PM

731 Harding Street

WSF0129
Dir: E. Broad, Wells, Harding

$1,499,000
Open 3:30 PM to 4:30 PM

616 Maye Street

WSF0386

Dir: N. Chestnut to Maye
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Coldwell Banker
Home Loans
888-317-5416

Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue

908-233-5555

Call 908-518-7870 or visit our Sales Center. www.millenniumhomes.com

Rise above the ordinary 
with 3-level living and a 
private elevator.

Move up to a spacious, 
comfortable 2-bedroom, 
2.5-bath condominium.

Enjoy the big picture of a richly
 fulfi lling 55+ lifestyle in the heart 
of walkable Garwood.

• Expansive fl oor plans with 1,883 – 2,858 sq. ft . 

• Private elevators in each home

• Community room and bocce court

•   Minutes from Garwood’s dining, shopping  and the train

•  Just one mile from downtown Westfi eld and Cranford

• Attractively priced from just $499,990!

Sales Center open daily 11am – 5pm.
Closed Wednesday and Thursday.

Directions: 
N from the Garden State Parkway: Take the GSP-N to exit 136. Make a 
L onto Centennial Ave. Go 1.3 mi and turn L onto North Ave. Go 1.5 mi 
to 506 North Ave., to Sales Center on the L.

S from the Garden State Parkway: Take the GSP-S to exit 137. Merge 
onto NJ 28/North Ave. East toward Cranford. Go 2.5 mi. to 506 North Ave., 
to Sales Center on the R.
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NOW
OPEN!

Elevated


