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Added Tax Dollars on McMansions
Should Be Returned to Westfielders

It is a shame that our town has all of
these McMansions taking over our neigh-
borhoods. In the past five years, Westfield
has had over 200 knockdowns, and in
place of those homes are McMansions.
We all know them when we see them.

To me, it seems like very little is being
done in town to slow down these style
homes because they bring in more tax
dollars, which makes all politicians, “D”
or “R,” happy.

I have personally visited many of these
new constructions, and I am amazed how
beautiful some of these houses are. As
you walk through the house, the last room
you visit is the attic, and I can tell you it
is not your normal attic. It is not a space to
store things; it is a space that could be-
come an additional bedroom or office.
Some even look like an apartment for a
nanny.

Here are a couple of questions I have:
I will assume many new McMansionites
get a permit, so how much more money
does the town make in tax dollars after the
home owner converts that “attic” into a
new room?

Question two: is it possible some of
those new neighbors are converting these
attics into rooms/apartments and the town
does not know this? If that is the case,
would it behoove the tax adjuster to visit
every McMansion built in the past five
years to make sure the homes that did not
get a permit would now be taxed prop-

erly? The found tax dollars should be
rebated back to every homeowner in
Westfield.

Let’s say they pick up an additional
$100,000. They should divide every home
into that money for a one-time tax rebate
for all Westfield residents. Let’s call it a
small way of putting up with all of the
noises long-time Westfielders have had
to put up with over the years.

John Mancini
Westfield

Governor, Legislature Must Make
School-Funding Formula Priority

Like other education groups within New
Jersey, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood PTA
Council is concerned that a new state-
funding formula for public schools will
not be ready by the time local boards of
education must adopt their budgets for
next year.

The Governor and the Legislature have
indicated that adopting a new formula
will be done during November and De-
cember of this year in what is known as a
“lame-duck session.” Yet, statewide dur-
ing this election campaign in which every
seat in the Legislature is up for a vote, the
public is hearing little about the need for
a formula or what a new formula might
contain.

We are concerned that with the many
pressing issues before the Legislature and
with the complexity of building the for-
mula, there will not be enough time to
complete the job before the Governor
gives his annual budget address at the end
of February. New Jersey statute requires
that school districts be notified of their
state funding within 48 hours after the
Governor’s budget message. If there is no
new formula by the time local boards of
education must act on next year’s budget
in March, the 2008-2009 school year will

be the seventh year in a row that the state
has not provided a funding formula for
public education.

We hear much about the need to pro-
vide property-tax relief, but the public
knows that such relief cannot be realized
until a sustainable, fair funding formula
for all districts and communities is
adopted. For years, overburdened local
taxpayers have been forced to make up
the difference when education aid has
fallen short. Valuable programs are un-
necessarily put on the chopping block due
to the fact there is no funding formula.
This is unfair to the board of education,
taxpayers, administration and, most im-
portantly, the students. New Jersey com-
munities will receive long-term relief only
when a new, more equitable funding for-
mula becomes a reality.

We are calling on Governor Corzine
and all members of the Legislative to
make as their priority the quick adoption
of a sustainable, equitable funding for-
mula that does not diminish educational
quality in New Jersey schools.

Trudi Karpel
Corresponding Secretary

Scotch Plains-Fanwood PTA Council

Mayor Marks Enjoys Raiders’ ‘Super
Sunday,’ Suggests SP-F Sports Column

By the end of the day Saturday, my
fingers and toes were numb from the cold,
but my heart was warm as our SP-F Raider
teams had one of their most exciting days
in recent memory. In the afternoon before
a packed house at the high school, our
football Raiders took on archrival
Westfield and dominated from the very
first play to achieve a hard-fought 28-14
victory. It was then on to Clark to witness
the finals of the Union County Soccer
Championships, where, for the third-
straight year, both our boys’ and girls’
teams made it to the finals. (It’s nice to
pay one admission price and see two
quality games!) The Raider boys sprinted
out to an early lead and never looked back
as they vanquished a very aggressive
Elizabeth squad and took home yet an-
other county trophy with a 4-0 victory.

Congratulations, especially to our
graduating seniors who finished their high-
school soccer careers on an incredibly

high note. The Saturday trifecta was com-
pleted as the thermometer dipped and our
Lady Raiders continued a stifling display
of defensive prowess in their final against
Westfield. Following last year’s split ver-
dict with the Blue Devils, the girls’ county
championship came home to SP-F with a
nail-biting 1-0 victory. While all this was
happening, our state-champion SP-F
Raider marching band was out in Allen-
town, Pa., where they came within per-
centage points of becoming this year’s
regional champion. Perhaps now the edi-
tor of The Westfield Leader/Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, in the interest of balance
and the exploration of an outstanding
program, will consider a regularly ap-
pearing sports column akin to Bruce
Johnson’s Devil’s Den. How does Raid-
ers’ Report sound? Go Raiders!

Martin Marks, Mayor
Scotch Plains

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Levigate – To rub or grind; to make

smooth
2. Drogue – A buoy attached to the end

of a harpoon line
3. Sibilant – Hissing sound
4. Splecheuchan – A tobacco or money

pouch

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

SPETCHES
1. The trimmings of skins and hides,

used for making glue
2. Splints used for broken bones
3. Spittle
4. Wetland; bogs

DREPANIUM
1. A small cleaning cloth
2. The art of interior decorating
3. An eyepatch
4. In botany, a sickle-shaped cyme

SHOTE
1. Archaic past tense of shoot
2. Undesirable; worthless
3. A young pig
4. To strike or hit

LIMICOLOUS
1. Of or like a sea slug or shell-less snail
2. Living in mud
3. Very bright green shade
4. Having edges partly overlapping, as

a suture

HUNG UP!!

By Milt Faith, Executive Director
Youth and Family Counseling Service

Reader Suggests Books as Way
To Keep One’s Spirits Uplifted

A Reader Writes: At age 66, I find
that simple things make me feel good.
Years ago, my wife and I were in
marriage counseling – that was 25
years ago. I had been on some antide-
pressant pills later on, and now I am
functioning quite well. Some profes-
sionals advise me to read “how-to”
books to keep me going and feeling in
control of my life.

Let me tell your readers what I have
found, which works best for me. Read-
ing books that give me immediate
pleasure. Go to any Barnes and Noble
or any local book store, and you’ll find
books that are fun to read; i.e., how
certain sayings became famous, hu-
mor books on all subjects, the 1,000
most famous quotes of all time, etc.
It’s very uplifting to read and one
doesn’t have to analyze anything.

For example, here’s a fun fact from
one of these books: “What is the
longest word in the entire English
language that is typed using the left
hand? The answer: stewardesses.”

Answer: It all sounds good to me.
Whatever works. Actually, laughter,
optimism, relaxation techniques, exer-
cise schedules are all valid options. As
you all may know, my sense of humor
keeps me going. A wonderful book that
is fun to read is Robert Byrne’s “The
2,548 Best Things Anybody Ever Said.”
Thanks for your letter.

A Divorced Woman Writes: I’m a
single parent, having divorced my
husband several years ago. I knew it
would be difficult to meet men and
date again, but what I encountered
was unbelievable. Whether I am at a
social gathering or a bar, a blind date
or contacting someone through the
singles’ matching groups on the com-
puter, I find that all that men want is

to end up in bed with you. This makes
me very uncomfortable. I start be-
coming defensive and want to change
the subject. Does this get any easier?

Answer: I’m sure the dating scene
has changed from the time you married
until today. Many, many women feel
they are viewed as a sex object when
they start becoming more available in
the social scene. They want a relation-
ship, a friendship, a companion with
whom they can communicate.

If and when you find yourself in
this situation, let this individual know
your interest and needs. If he doesn’t
respond, look him in the eye and tell
him you are not interested in a sexual
relationship at this point. Say goodbye
and walk away. Or tell him to call you
in the future if his needs change. Or
tell him to get lost or find someone
else at the bar.

A woman I knew came up with a
creative response. Whenever a guy
made a sexual move, she would tell
him that she was gay and was not
interested in men. Boy, did he move
away. Good luck and stick to your
moral and emotional convictions. It
will get easier if you feel you are in
control of the situation.

A Senior Citizen Writes: I am 70
years old and have been retired for
three years. I have good friends and
relations, and they are concerned that
I am not active enough. I enjoy read-
ing, walking and belonging to an ex-
ercise group. They feel that I should
work, earn some money and travel. I
do not want to work. Any polite way
to tell them all that I am okay and to
let me do my thing?

Answer: A good friend, Alex Wil-
liams, has a great saying. Use it. It is
“retired – not looking to be hired!”

It’s Dark Now, And Pedestrians
Encounter Increased Danger

Winter and daylight savings time result in gray
afternoons and dark evenings in our area. Night
approaches quickly this time of the year. The day-
light hours during the months of November through
January are very short. Combined with the time
change last week, many don’t adjust well to this
sudden change in loss of daylight.

When everyone leaves work during this time of
year, it’s dark. It’s hard to see while driving, and it’s
particularly hard to see pedestrians. Pedestrians also
don’t see very well, aren’t as alert as they need be and
assume drivers see them. This condition has resulted
in unfortunate pedestrian deaths over the last few
years. The busy local thoroughfares, such as North
Avenue and East Broad Street in Westfield, have
proven to be particularly dangerous. These streets
are uniquely laden with both cars and pedestrians.
It’s the most dangerous combination – many cars,
many pedestrians and dark evenings.

We appeal to everyone to be extremely alert –
drivers and pedestrians both. There’s more everyone
can do to help avoid tragedy. Please wear bright
colored and reflective clothing while walking. Cross
on streets only where it is legal and safe. Please do
not “J-Walk!” Every time you cross the street, as-
sume that drivers don’t see you because they prob-

ably don’t. Take the time to remind your children to
always cross at the cross walks, and if you’re think-
ing about buying yourself or the kids new winter
coats, try to buy bright colors.

Drivers, in their normal rush to get home, should
remember how unsafe it is this time of year. Expect
pedestrians to do unusual things because they will.
Remember not to pass on the right through the leaf
piles, as children may be at play. Of course, turn off
your cell phone.

As the winter weather rolls in, ice and snow are
bound to make road conditions worse; take it slow
and stay alert. Joggers and bicyclists need to be more
on guard, too, because of the diminished visibility.
Make sure the reflectors on your bicycles are cleaned
off and in good condition. Both joggers and cyclists
should consider purchasing and wearing a blinking
light to make them more visible.

Please remember that many out-of-town cars pass
through the area all the time. These drivers do not
know the conditions of our local roads or the busy-
ness of pedestrian travel. They won’t be as alert as
you. We’d like to hear your suggestions on this issue.
Please e-mail editor@goleader.com. Let’s make our
wintertime as safe as possible this year by staying
alert.

Three or Four Hours After Midnight,
With My Head Full of the Subject

This year, the federal government extended Day-
light Saving Time by a month. It just ended last
Sunday in the United States. Countries around the
world have different policies and time changes. It
can be confusing. Maybe, all the while, we’ve just
had the wrong time, according to one of our favorite
lines  – “Three or Four Hours After Midnight, With
Our Heads Full of the Subject” by Benjamin Franklin.

A uniform implementation of Daylight Saving
Time has eluded civilization, and controversy exists
whether it actually saves energy, as Benjamin Franklin
humorously suggested in a letter to The Journal of
Paris in 1784 – (Excerpts) “Messieurs, You often
entertain us with accounts of new discoveries. Per-
mit me to communicate to the public, through your
paper, one that has lately been made by myself, and
which I conceive may be of great utility…

I was the other evening in a grand company, where
the new lamp of Messrs. Quinquet and Lange was
introduced, and much admired for its splendour; but
a general inquiry was made, whether the oil it
consumed was not in proportion to the light it af-
forded, in which case there would be no saving in the
use of it…

I went home, and to bed, three or four hours after
midnight, with my head full of the subject. An acci-
dental sudden noise waked me about six in the
morning, when I was surprised to find my room filled
with light; and I imagined at first, that a number of
those lamps had been brought into it; but, rubbing
my eyes, I perceived the light came in at the windows.
I got up and looked out to see what might be the
occasion of it, when I saw the sun just rising above
the horizon, from whence he poured his rays plenti-
fully into my chamber, my domestic having negli-
gently omitted, the preceding evening, to close the
shutters…

Your readers, who with me have never seen any
signs of sunshine before noon, and seldom regard the
astronomical part of the almanac, will be as much
astonished as I was, when they hear of his rising so
early; and especially when I assure them, that he
gives light as soon as he rises. I am convinced of this.
I am certain of my fact. One cannot be more certain

of any fact. I saw it with my own eyes. And, having
repeated this observation the three following morn-
ings, I found always precisely the same result….

Yet it so happens, that when I speak of this discov-
ery to others, I can easily perceive by their counte-
nances, though they forbear expressing it in words,
that they do not quite believe me. One, indeed, who
is a learned natural philosopher, has assured me that
I must certainly be mistaken as to the circumstance
of the light coming into my room; for it being well
known, as he says, that there could be no light abroad
at that hour, it follows that none could enter from
without; and that of consequence, my windows being
accidentally left open, instead of letting in the light,
had only served to let out the darkness; and he used
many ingenious arguments to show me how I might,
by that means, have been deceived. I owned that he
puzzled me a little, but he did not satisfy me; and the
subsequent observations I made, as above men-
tioned, confirmed me in my first opinion…

This event has given rise in my mind to several
serious and important reflections. I considered that,
if I had not been awakened so early in the morning,
I should have slept six hours longer by the light of the
sun, and in exchange have lived six hours the follow-
ing night by candle-light; and, the latter being a
much more expensive light than the former, my love
of economy induced me to muster up what little
arithmetic I was master of, and to make some calcu-
lations, which I shall give you, after observing that
utility is, in my opinion the test of value in matters of
invention, and that a discovery which can be applied
to no use, or is not good for something, is good for
nothing…

I say it is impossible that so sensible a people,
under such circumstances, should have lived so long
by the smoky, unwholesome, and enormously expen-
sive light of candles, if they had really known, that
they might have had as much pure light of the sun for
nothing. A Subscriber.”

For your enjoyment, we suggest that you read this
complete work of Benjamin Franklin on line at
webexhibits.org/daylightsaving/franklin3.html.

Sometimes We Can Still
Learn From Kids

I just wanted to thank the editors for
posting all the youth sports articles. I
know the children all love to see their
names in the paper.

In your October 25 edition, you posted
an article and picture of the Scotch Plains
PAL “C” team. The picture was of Jacob
Wusterfield, a very special child who was
in the process of scoring his first touch-
down ever. This was something that the
entire team set as a goal for Jacob.

In a selfish society, sometimes we can
still learn from kids. I’m pleased that your
paper allowed us to share his achieve-
ment with everyone in our community.
Thanks again for your coverage.

SPFPAL C Team Parents
Scotch Plains

Why Oppose Change
In Wording Regarding

Mentally Ill?
The New Jersey State Constitution was

written sometime in the late 18th or early
19th century. As you can imagine, some
of the language reflected those times and,
as a result, certain provisions, by today’s
standards, are considered archaic and out
of date. In rare cases, the language used is
worse; it insults, hurts and may make us
cringe. So it is with the way the New
Jersey founding document defines people
who are or are not eligible as citizens to
vote. “Imbeciles, maniacs and idiots,” the
constitution tells us, are not included as
those people who can exercise a citizen’s
most precious franchise.

A year or so ago, a legislative commit-
tee that was charged with the review of
New Jersey laws recommended that this
constitutional provision be changed and
the hurtful words removed to better re-
flect the present time and state of the law
concerning voter eligibility. This past
Tuesday, the public was asked whether or
not the state constitution should be
changed in line with the committee’s rec-
ommendations.

It seems like a slam-dunk. Who could
possibly object to the public question? So
I thought. Last Thursday, my local news-
paper [The Westfield Leader] carried its
usual pre-election editorial and published
the newspaper’s official view on the pub-
lic questions. To my surprise, the news-
paper rejected the proposal and advo-
cated leaving the constitution unchanged.

There were four public questions. Three
were related to state finances – bond
issues for one purpose or another – and
the third asks whether or not certain rev-
enue be specifically reserved for property
tax relief. The editorial advocates a “no”
on each of these. The last question is the
one concerning removing the hurtful
words and thereby reforming the defini-
tion of those eligible to vote.

On this question, the editorial opines,
“We don’t understand this one, and we’ve
not heard any of the candidates for state
office discuss this matter. On concern
alone for authorizing them to tinker with
the Constitution, we say vote “no.”

Living in a small town, it is still pos-
sible to call local government, shops or
the local newspaper to voice your opin-
ion. I did just that. I called the paper and
asked to speak with the person respon-
sible for the editorial. Once I was con-
nected to that person, I identified myself
and explained why I was calling. I then
attempted to impart the background for
public question four.

“I know all about it. I did my research,”
the editor said.

“Oh,” I said, “forgive me then, but your
editorial states that you did not under-
stand the reason for the proposal. Okay,
why then would you oppose the measure?
Do you call people who are developmen-
tally disabled or mentally ill imbeciles,
maniacs or idiots? Tell me, do you have
someone who is mentally disabled in your
family?”

The editorial writer replied, “No, I do
not, but there are people who work in the
office who do.”

I added, “That being so, why would
you take a position on this question that
insults them?” With that, we concluded
our conversation.

Reflecting on this episode, I began to
think about people who are disabled and
who, every day, face substantial prob-
lems. If they are physically disabled, they
have large problems just getting from
point A to point B. In spite of changes of
law concerning accessibility, there are
still public buildings, roadways and pub-
lic transportation that contain barriers and,
as a result, are inaccessible to persons in
wheelchairs.

If they are mentally disabled, they still
face suspicion, discrimination and a lack
of understanding concerning the nature
of their mental illness. Sometimes that
lack of understanding is found in other-
wise intelligent people, like editorial writ-
ers for newspapers.

I also thought back to the McCarthy
hearings of the early 1950s — In particu-
lar the senator who finally had heard
enough from Senator McCarthy. He
leaned forward and asked the senator a
question that I should have asked the
newspaper this past Thursday afternoon,
“Sir, have you no shame?”

Richard Bennett
Westfield


