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Order early.  Due to the overwhelming response last year, we accept orders on a first come first serve basis.

visit our website at www.clyneandmurphy.com

Cranberry Sauce
Turkey Gravy
Dinner Rolls

Our Ever-So-Popular Key Lime Pie

Turkey Stuffing
Sweet Potato Casserole

Green Beans with Cashew Butter
Our Glazed Carrots

$269
Prime Rib Dinner

For Party of Ten to Twelve

$329
8 to 10 lb.  Boneless USDA Prime Rib (Medium Rare)

(Extra Drumsticks & Breast Meat Available)

Cheddar Mashed Potatoes • Green Bean Casserole • Glazed Carrots
Mushroom Gravy • Dinner Rolls • Key Lime Pie

439 south avenue west, westfield, nj
(right by the Circle) 908-233-9733 fax: 908-518-7770

16 to 18 lb. Oven-Baked-To-Perfection Turkey
For Party of Ten to Twelve

Traditional Thanksgiving Dinner

Let us do the work while you enjoy the Holidays!  We will cater your
Holidays from soup to nuts.  Here are some suggestions . . .

Happy Thanksgiving

November 4

Jane Bunnell  Marc Embree 

Schumann Piano Quintet

March 30

An American Songbook 

Carnival of the Animals 
Saint Saens

Schubert "Trout" Quintet

..

Presbyterian Church of Chatham Twp.  
240 Southern Boulevard 3 p.m.

Tickets:  $25/$20 seniors
Students free

973.701.1734 - lyricacm.org

lYRICA 
Chamber music

Mariel Bossert
Music Director

A ‘Royal’ Celebration in Newark
Newark Native Queen Latifah Comes Home to Celebrate NJPAC’s 10th Birthday

By VICTORIA McCABE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NEWARK – “I’m Californ– no
wait, scratch that...Newark, New Jer-
sey! – dreamin’…”

The words lingered in the air for
the briefest moment before the audi-
ence went wild. Sung from off-stage,
the orchestra, backing band and sing-
ers paused too as the a cappella voice
delivered a classic rock-concert shout-
out to the fans’ home turf.

But rock fans don’t usually show
up in tuxes, and rock stars don’t usu-
ally share the stage with a symphony
orchestra.

On this night, though, an inspiring
jazz-style performance from Queen
Latifah at the New Jersey Performing
Arts Center in Newark mirrored the
hall’s history of blending cultures,
celebrating the arts, and even going a
little crazy for hometown heroes.

NJPAC celebrated its 10th anniver-
sary with a gala event headlined by the
Queen this month, and the single-larg-
est fundraiser in New Jersey history
was so much more than a black-tie,
ball-gowns, who’s-who kind of
evening – even if Governor Jon Corzine
and Newark Mayor Cory Booker were
sitting in the best boxes and someone
walked out of there with a pair of
passes to Elton John’s Oscar party.

NJPAC wished itself a happy 10th
birthday by making its party a home-
coming – sharing it with the visionar-
ies who made the performance hall a
reality, the wealthy supporters whose
generosity funds programming and
the Latifah fans able to attend courtesy

of affordable seating in the upper tiers.
And Latifah, as classy and fiery as

ever, delivered what will undoubtedly
be the most impassioned, meaningful
performance of her current concert
tour in support of her new album,
“Trav’lin’ Light.” Playing to an audi-
ence that had been seated listening to
awards presentations for an hour, she
immediately turned polite-clapping
rich patrons into cheering and whis-
tling fans. She was classic jazz singer
and comedienne, waxing nostalgia and
pride in her Newark roots.

The rapper-turned-actress-turned-
producer-turned-jazz crooner sang
backed by her own band and the New
Jersey Symphony Orchestra, the
mainstay orchestra of NJPAC. She
took the stage after the NJSO kicked
off the musical portion of the evening
with a waltz and a great jazz medley
– Maestro Neeme Järvi went big-

band in style, dancing on the podium
and clearly having a blast.

With a setlist culled from her latest
two albums, Latifah put emotional
force behind jazz songs both famous
and obscure. The special meaning
she said “Georgia Rose” held for her
came through in her subtle delivery.
“I Love Being Here with You” really
swung, and “I Put a Spell on You” was
spine-tingling.

The highlight – both in its power
and in its appropriateness – was her
rendition of “I Know Where I’ve Been”
from Hairspray. With that song, Latifah
had provided the emotional climax in
this summer’s musical remake of the
movie; with h er sway among her
peers, she had orchestrated a star-stud-
ded red-carpet premiere of the movie
at NJPAC. Living the mission, Latifah,
NJPAC and supporters provided free
passes to that premiere to 700 local
children involved in Newark commu-
nity-based groups.

And at this gala celebration, after
speeches focusing on the Newark-
enriching goals upon which NJPAC
was conceived, no lyrics could have
been more poignant: “There’s a dream
in the future, there’s a struggle that
we have yet to win. And there’s pride
in my heart ‘cause I know where I’m
going, and I know where I’ve been,”
the Newark native sang.

In an absolutely fantastic coda af-
ter the singer’s encore, Järvi tried to
postpone the upper crust’s VIP din-
ner a little longer by starting an arena
clap to get Latifah back on stage.

Well, no amount of arena clapping
could bring the Mets back for a 163rd
game this season; so too were Järvi’s
efforts futile. But watching this 70-
year-old world-famous conductor
start another round of rooting for
Queen Latifah summed up everything

NJSO: Mendelssohn,
Mozart Take Morristown

By VICTORIA McCABE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MORRISTOWN – Eighteen hours
after inciting a packed house at the
New Jersey Performing Arts Center
(NJPAC) to rally clap for another
curtain call from Queen Latifah, New
Jersey Symphony Orchestra (NJSO)
conductor Neeme Järvi stood on a
podium at the Morristown Commu-
nity Theatre and led his musicians in
a more traditional orchestral concert.

The concert was billed as a
Mendelssohn-Mozart sandwich (the
former’s second and fifth sympho-
nies surrounding the latter’s Piano
Concerto No. 20), but the orchestra
switched the program around for stag-
ing reasons. The NJSO gave the audi-
ence a pleasant afternoon with read-
ings of the pieces that emphasized
common ground between the roman-
tic and classical composers.

Finnish pianist Antti Siirala was fluid
and expressive in his performance of
the Mozart concerto. Of the composer’s
27 piano concertos, only two are in
minor keys – No. 20, written in d minor,
is one of those two, and Siirala and the
NJSO explored all the emotional depth
that d minor, often regarded as the
saddest of all keys, allows.

After cello drama – slides and tip-

toeing lines turned heavy – drove the
orchestral exposition, the symphony
gave way for the soloist’s entrance.
The pianist came in with a touch as
delicate as a music box, gracefully
swirling his early material.

Siirala’s cadenzas provided some
of the afternoon’s best moments; run-
ning an emotional gamut, his first-
movement cadenza built slowly and
expansively, propelled by punctuated
trills and a forceful left-hand weight.

The lyricism of Romance, the sec-
ond movement, set the stage for the
symphonies that would follow the
concerto on the program. Mozart, a
classical composer born 50 years be-
fore Mendelssohn, wrote this move-
ment with a sensibility that hinted at
the era of Romantic music that would
come in the early 19th century.

The most engaging orchestra mem-
bers were the oboist and flautist – the
program afforded them several op-
portunities to solo and interact, and
they infused their moments with a
wonderful warmth.

Extending the NJSO’s “meet the
musicians” intermission ritual to a
pre-concert platform, violinist Kelly

CONTINUED: NJ SYMPHONY35

CONTINUED: QUEEN LATIFAH35

Victoria McCabe for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PERFECT 10...The New Jersey Performing Arts Center in Newark hosted a
special gala event celebrating its 10-year anniversary. Queen Latifah performed
to a packed house with an audience that included Governor Jon Corzine and
Newark Mayor Corey Booker.

Victoria McCabe for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GALA SPOTLIGHT...NJPAC patrons who purchased $1,500 gala tickets enjoy
drinks and peruse the silent auction before the evening’s awards presentations,
retrospective video and Queen Latifah/New Jersey Symphony Orchestra perfor-
mance on October 20.


