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whether it be for burial or cremation.
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Hillside Cemetery 
Regarded as one of the most beautiful cemeteries in the East  

  Scotch Plains 
908.756.1729 
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Karin Thompson, 64, Registered Nurse;
Employed By Patient Care For 25 Years
Karin Synnove Thompson, 64, of

Westfield died on Thursday, Octo-
ber 25, at her home.

Born in Norway, she
resided in Westfield for
the past 28 years.

Mrs. Thompson re-
ceived her Bachelor of
Science in Nursing degree
from the Cornell School
of Nursing at New York
Hospital. She was em-
ployed with Patient Care,
Inc. in Westfield for 25
years, training home
health aides.

Surviving are her husband, Arthur
Thompson; two daughters, Kristine
Camillone of Harrison, N.Y. and
Martita McGowan of Vineland; her
son, Karl Thompson of Gresham,
Wis.; her mother, Aslaug Ostby of
Norway; her sister, Lise Bentsen of

Wilmington, N.C.; three other sis-
ters and two brothers in Norway, and
eight grandchildren.

Funeral services were
held on Friday, October 26,
at the Grace Orthodox Pres-
byterian Church in
Westfield. A brief service
also took place at the church
on Saturday, October 27,
and was followed by inter-
ment at Ocean View Cem-
etery in Staten Island, N.Y.

Memorial donations may
be made to the Grace Ortho-
dox Presbyterian Church,

Attention: “Karin’s Memorial,” 1100
Boulevard, Westfield, N.J. 07090.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Memorial Funeral
Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood.
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Education News

Wardlaw-Hartridge
To Host Fall Storytime
AREA – The Wardlaw-Hartridge

School, located at 1295 Inman Av-
enue in Edison, will host its 2007 Fall
Storytime for 2- and 3-year-old chil-
dren each Thursday at 9:30 a.m. be-
tween November 1 and December
20. This event is open to the public.

The program will be held in the
school’s Lower Snowdon Library from
9:30 to 10 a.m. Visitors should meet in
the main lobby at 9:20 a.m. Parents/
caregivers can attend storytime with
the children. Each storytime is planned
to enhance a child’s love of books and
reading, help with language develop-
ment and provide a warm social envi-
ronment for group interaction.

Registration is required. To regis-
ter, call (908) 754-1882, extension no.
155. For more details, call Charlotte
Davis, director of admission, at (908)
754-1882, extension no. 110.

Miriam Becker-Cohen
Enrolls at Amherst

WESTFIELD – Miriam Becker-
Cohen, daughter of Lewis Cohen and
Sheila Becker of Westfield, has en-
rolled as a first-year student at
Amherst College.

Miriam is a graduate of Westfield
High School.

¿CÓMO ESTÁS?…While touring Lib-
erty Island and the Statue of Liberty,
Alejandro Saiz from Spain (far right,
back row) poses with Westfield High
School hosting students. They are, from
left to right: Back row,  Sophie
Dekoning-Teasdale, Tara Wyant and
Amanda Marin, and front row,
Breanna Marin and Arielle Magnanini.

WHS Welcomes
Spanish Students

WESTFIELD – Spanish-language
students at Westfield High School
(WHS) greeted 10 students from
Spain in a program begun last year by
WHS teacher Rose Calimano.

Some of her students began a pen-
pal exchange with students of the
same age who attend La Academia
Carmen Rey in Cantabria, located in
the northern part of Spain.

The teacher from the academy and
Ms. Calimano planned the details of
the visit, which took place this Sep-
tember. The visiting students and two
teachers observed their host students’
classes, stayed with host families from
WHS, went on a walking tour of
Westfield, did sightseeing in New
York City and attended a WHS foot-
ball game and multiple receptions
WHS families hosted.

THE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEW
The weekly column written by local high school students

Student Sees a Failure
To Bridge the Gender Gap

By SARA BIRKENTHAL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It has been too long since a girl was
elected as a student-council officer at
Westfield High School. As the student
council elections approach each spring,
I find myself wondering whether or not
a girl will be able to impress the student
body enough to win herself a coveted
position as a student-council officer.

Year after year, I am sadly disap-
pointed. These female candidates lack
neither the motivation nor creativity
necessary for the positions for which
they are vying. These girls are gener-
ally well-qualified, extroverted and
friendly, yet they do not stand a chance
when up against their male counter-
parts.

As a broad generalization, the males
who are running for these same posi-
tions possess one thing the girls do
not – fearless humor.

In our society, girls are subcon-
sciously taught to be polite, quiet and
respectful from the time we are in el-
ementary school. Somehow, the idea of
telling engaging jokes during a school
election speech rarely occurs to a girl.

On the other hand, jokes and win-
ning antics are commonplace in the
speeches of males. Girls running for
these positions generally stick to se-
rious, accurate descriptions of quali-
fications and future ideas for the stu-
dent council.

Oppositely, males are not afraid to
tell controversial jokes, poke well-
natured fun at student groups and
promote obviously exaggerated fu-
ture student-council ideas. As a result
of this situation, the girls running for
leadership positions are often seen as
“dull” or “humorless.”

In looking further at this gender issue
on a national level, I find valid evidence
to support the fact that even national
female political candidates easily gain
the reputation of being “dry” or “cold.”

The only female leading presiden-
tial candidate thus far in the 2008
election is Hillary Clinton. Unfortu-
nately, Hillary has gained negative
stereotypes as a candidate; certain citi-
zens view her as “polarizing,” while

others view her as “hypocritical.”
Although Hillary Clinton is cur-

rently polled as having the support of
approximately 37 percent of Demo-
cratic voters, she has also been quick
to gain harsh critics. Some of Hillary’s
primary male competitors are seen as
warm, friendly and easier to relate to
than Hillary.

I do not believe that we, as women,
should change our personalities in
order to win over humor-seeking vot-
ers. Instead, I am suggesting that we
open our minds to broader campaign
possibilities and ways in which fe-
male candidates can become more
appealing to all voters.

Both in our local high school as well
as in national politics, and throughout
many other situations, female leader-
ship is greatly needed. It is the respon-
sibility of today’s females to become
leaders, enact change and inspire
younger generations of girls.

Incoming freshmen should be greeted
by at least one smiling female student-
council officer next September. Women
should be empowered to succeed in a
plethora of professional realms.

Our nation needs a female president
to defy gender stereotypes and lead
the country into positive change. We,
as females in today’s world, must reach
outside of our comfort zones, question
generally accepted social norms and
bridge the gender gap, which is cur-
rently gaping, in today’s society.

Sara is a junior at Westfield High
School.

A.Y. Bob Austin, Jr., 95, Businessman;
Founder of Fanwood Democratic Club

A.Y. Bob Austin, Jr., 95, of
Fanwood died on Friday, October 26,
at Greenbrook Manor in Green Brook.

Born in Highland Park, he lived in
Fanwood for 65 years.

Mr. Austin had worked for 41 years
as a driver and salesman with
Rheingold Breweries. After retiring
from Rheingold, he started his own
paint and repair business, retiring at
age 89.

He served on the Fanwood election
board and was district committee
member, past president and founder
of the Fanwood Democratic Club.
Additionally, he was an active mem-
ber of the Fanwood Presbyterian
Church and volunteered in the church
thrift shop until 2006.

He was predeceased by his wife of
65 years, Katherine “Kay” Kinney
Austin, who died in 2003, as well as
one sister and three brothers.

Surviving are his daughter, Sondra
Ferenchak and her husband, Andrew
J. Ferenchak, III, of Piscataway; his
granddaughter, Suzanne Hazan and
her husband, Martin, of Coatsville,
Pa.; his grandson, John A. Ferenchak
and his wife, Melissa Marinari, of
New York City; two great-grandsons,
Hudson Cole Marinari Ferenchak and
Nathaniel Austin Marinari Ferenchak;
one niece and four nephews.

Funeral services were held on Tues-
day, October 30, at the Memorial
Funeral Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood. Interment took place at
Rosedale Memorial Park in Linden.

Those who wish may make dona-
tions to the Fanwood Presbyterian

Church, 74 Martine Avenue South,
Fanwood, N.J. 07023 or to St.
Barnabas Hospice and Palliative Care
Center, 95 Old Short Hills Road, West
Orange, N.J. 07052.
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John Schenk, 55, Volkswagen Associate;
Fan of Mets and Son’s Baseball Games
John Harrison Schenk, 55, died

on Wednesday, October 24, at his
home in Scotch Plains.

Born in Indianapolis, Ind., he had
lived in Berkeley Heights before
moving to Scotch Plains 27 years
ago.

A graduate of Governor
Livingston Regional High School,
John attended Indiana State Uni-
versity where he was a member of
Phi Delta Theta.

He was employed as a
Volkswagen sales associate for most
of his life, most recently with
Volkswagen of Linden.

John could always be seen on the
sidelines of his son’s baseball games
and was an avid Mets fan.

Surviving are his wife of 33 years,
Lynn Curtis Schenk; his daughter,
Kristin Schenk; his son, Kevin
Schenk; three sisters, Peg Donnelly,
Jane Picone and Barbara Pfaff, and
his mother-in-law, Lucille Curtis.

Funeral services were held on
Monday, October 29, at the Memo-
rial Funeral Home, 155 South Av-
enue in Fanwood. Interment fol-
lowed at Graceland Memorial Park
in Kenilworth.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the American Cancer
Society, P.O. Box 815, Elizabeth,
N.J. 07207 or to Atlantic Home Care
and Hospice, 33 Bleeker Street,
Millburn, N.J. 07041.
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Karin Thompson

Matthew E. Clancy, 36, Family Man;
Musician, Composer and Teacher

Matthew Edward Clancy, 36, of
Danville, Vt. passed away on Thurs-
day, October 25, 2007.

Born on November 19, 1970, Mat-
thew was raised in Fanwood, N.J. and
graduated from Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School in 1988. Matt
leaves behind his wife of 15 years,
Emily Marie Clancy of Danville, Vt.;
a 12-year-old son, Ryan Edward, and
a 10-year-old daughter, Shaylyn
Marie.

A musician, composer and teacher,
Matthew was the Instrumental Mu-
sic Director for the Danville School
since 2005. In 1992, he received his
Bachelor of Music degree in Music
Education from the University of
Dayton in Dayton, Ohio.

Matthew was the Instrumental
Music Director for the Blue Moun-
tain Union School in Wells River, Vt.
(1992 to 1996), the Waterbury El-
ementary School in Waterbury, Vt.
(1996 to 1997) and the Crossett Brook
Middle School in Duxbury, Vt. (1997
to 2005).

Matthew was an active member of
numerous musical associations, in-
cluding the International Association
for Jazz Education (as board member
and president) and the American So-
ciety of Composers, Authors and Pub-
lishers. He was commissioned by the
Music Teachers National Association
to represent Vermont in the 2005

Quad-State Composing Competition,
and also composed jazz music for
Smart Chart Music.

In 2004, Matthew toured Europe
with the blues great Mighty Sam
McClain, both playing and arranging
music. Matthew also played saxo-
phone in countless Vermont groups
and ensembles.

Matt was a dedicated father and
husband, and an avid gardener and
cook. Most recently, Matt was sworn
in to the armed forces as a recruit for
the National Guard, and was sched-
uled to commence boot camp in Okla-
homa this summer, to be followed by
the Armed Forces School of Music.

In addition to his wife and chil-
dren, Matthew leaves behind his par-
ents, Edward and Catherine Clancy
of Fanwood, N.J.; his brother, Tho-
mas Clancy of Manhattan; his mother-
in-law, Andrea Marie Haynes of
Framingham, Mass.; his brother and
sister-in-law, Nathan Andrew and
Suzanne Marie Haynes of Manhat-
tan, and his niece, Madeleine Zoe
Haynes of Manhattan.

Matthew was waked and laid to
rest in his hometown of Danville. A
memorial service will be held at the
Immaculate Heart of Mary Roman
Catholic Church on Martine Avenue
in Scotch Plains, N.J. at 1 p.m. on
Saturday, November 17, 2007.

November 1, 2007

Holiday Boutique on Tap
At UCC on December 1

Former WF Resident
Graduates with MBA
WESTFIELD – Corinne Liebrich

of Folsom, Calif., formerly of
Westfield, graduated on September
15 with a Master of Business Ad-
ministration degree from the Uni-
versity of Phoenix in Sacramento,
Calif.

The daughter of Bernadine
Liebrich and the late Robert Liebrich,
Corinne received her Bachelor of
Arts degree in Public Communica-
tion in 2002 from American
University’s School of Communica-
tions in Washington, D.C.

She currently is an enrollment
counselor for the University of Phoe-

nix at its Sacramento campus.
Corinne currently participates in the

University of Phoenix Northern Cali-
fornia Territories Leadership Devel-
opment Program. Over the course of
one year, she will research, prepare
and implement a business project for
the benefit of the university and the
northern California territory.

Corinne Liebrich

BUILDING A MYSTERY…David
Adler, author of the “Cam Jansen” mys-
teries, recently visited Westfield’s
Jefferson Elementary School. He de-
scribed the writing process to students,
explained where he gets his ideas and
offered tips on becoming better writers.

CRANFORD – Union County
College’s Alumni Association will
have a holiday boutique on Satur-

day, December 1, from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. on the college’s Cranford cam-
pus at 1033 Springfield Avenue in
the Victor M. Richel Student Com-
mons.

More than 40 craft and retail ven-
dors will be on hand with gifts for
the upcoming holiday season. The
event is a benefit for the Union
County College Alumni Scholarship
Fund, which financially supports
part-time students.

The holiday boutique is open to all
members of the community, and ad-
mission is free. The crafters and ven-
dors on hand that day will be selling
knitted items, Christmas ornaments,
opals, Pampered Chef products,
scarves, toys, photographs, candy
gifts, handbags and neckties.

For those who may be interested
in attending the event as a craft or
retail vendor, a table can be pur-
chased for $50, which includes a
six-foot table and two chairs. Space
will be allotted on a first-come, first-
served basis.

For more information, e-mail
UCCHolidayBoutique@yahoo.com
or call (908) 497-4377.

SP’s Larkin Becomes
University Gownsman
SCOTCH PLAINS – Morgan

Larkin of Scotch Plains was inducted
into the Order of Gownsmen at the
University of the South’s Founders’
Day Convocation on October 9. Mor-
gan is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
John Larkin.

Gownsmen have the privilege of
ensuring that the ethos of the univer-
sity and the dedication to honor, as
well as academic diligence, are main-
tained not only in themselves but also
in their fellow students.

The wearing of the gown is a sign
of achievement, a responsibility to
the traditions of the past and a prom-
ise to continuance of these ideals. It is
both a privilege and a responsibility,
and acceptance of the gown is a pledge
to aid in the governing of the student
body through continued academic
leadership, community awareness and
moral accountability.

Though election into the Order of
Gownsmen has changed through the
years, the Order of Gownsmen has
remained the body responsible for
maintaining the spirit, tradition and
ideals of the University of the South.


