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POLICE BLOTTER

Stop the Cell Tower Madness
And Arrogance in WF and CF

Letters to the Editor

An application for site-plan approval is
being sought for a 130-feet-high cellular-
tower construction on the Cranford Swim
Club property adjacent to Lenape Park.
We, more than 100 residents of
Nomahegan Hills Westfield and the sec-
tion of Cranford north of Springfield
Avenue, write to state our opposition to
the Cranford Zoning Board granting ap-
proval. Verizon, AT&T, Sprint and
Omnipoint are proposing the construc-
tion of this cellular tower. Construction
of the tower in this residential neighbor-
hood would require the zoning board to
grant seven major variances, including:

A height variance is required for the
130-feet-high tower. The maximum
height allowable is 70 feet.

Setback variances are required for the
tower to be located 14 feet from residen-
tial property lines versus 390 feet as re-
quired. The property lines referred to are
located in Westfield. A variance is also
required due to its proximity to Lenape
Park and Cranford residential properties.

A variance is required to construct
equipment compounds (compressors,
electrical, diesel generators, etc.) 14 feet
from a front and side residential property
line where the setback requirements are
35 feet and 62 feet, respectively.

A variance is required for the 345 square
feet Verizon shelter versus 200 square
feet allowable.

The applicants will seek additional
variances from the board as required dur-
ing construction.

We strenuously object to the proposal
for several reasons:

The property, though technically in
Cranford, is 14 feet from our Westfield
residential neighborhood, in the back-
yard of residents living at 40 and 44
Manitou Circle.

At 130 feet, the tower is an eye sore and

will detract from Lenape Park’s visual
beauty.

The tower will be an attraction for
collision with migratory birds. Accord-
ing to the FCC, this is a significant prob-
lem. Lenape Park is a bird sanctuary and
a bird-watchers haven, This ugly edifice
could be a major setback to our Green
Acres effort.

The noise from the electrical generators
and compressors will be problematic.

A study of electromagnetic wave ef-
fects on humans, birds and animals does
not conclude that these transmissions are
safe or unsafe. The same study found a
correlation between cellular service use
and neuroepithelial tumor development
outside the brain. It concludes with a
warning: “Unfortunately, our five senses
cannot perceive the bulk of the iceberg.

The location of the tower and support
buildings could encourage vandalism and
represents a health and safety hazard to
swim club members.

There is a tower located in a
Mountainside industrial park about one
mile away and our Verizon signal in this
area is very good.

Finally, there would be a significant
loss in property values in our area. Our
homes represent our largest asset.

Of course, the telephone companies
will minimize these possible effects, but
the truth is that they don’t know or have
data to back up what they claim.

The Cranford Zoning Board has sched-
uled a hearing for December 10 at the
Cranford Municipal Building, 8 Spring-
field Avenue, Cranford at 8:15 p.m. We
seek support from Cranford and Westfield
residents to stop the construction of this
tower in our backyard.

Austin Habib
Westfield

Stop Cell Tower 2

GOP Candidates Complain That
DEM Mailings are ‘Out of Line’

There is a certain something about
Westfield that we can’t put our finger on,
but we all know what it is. We do things
just a little differently here. We thought
that was true of Westfield politics as well
— until this week.

Every fall, the national and state cam-
paigns fling mud back and forth, talking
in half-truths and innuendo and making
promises they just can’t keep. Somehow,
Westfield has always been a little differ-
ent – until this year, when a new era of
politics has infected our town.

We were dismayed when we saw mail-
ers that were sent by our opponents. These
brochures could be generously character-
ized as negative, containing numerous
intellectually dishonest statements pur-
ported to be the true facts.

Westfield has always stayed above the

fray of the national and state political
scenes. Our mayor and council are volun-
teers. We do this because we love our
families and our town, not for political
gain. We receive no salary, no benefits,
no pension and, unless you’re the mayor,
we don’t even get a parking space at town
hall. We take time away from our families
to work hard for the citizens of Westfield.
We do this because we want to leave a
legacy for our children of a Westfield that
is just a little better than when we started.

For the future of Westfield, draw the
line in the sand and do not reward nega-
tive political attacks and mud slinging.
Take a stand by showing your children
that not all politics needs to be dirty and
nasty. Tell all future Westfield candi-
dates to leave the mud slinging at home.

On Election Day, send the clear mes-
sage and vote for council people and
candidates with a positive message. Send
the message that negative campaigning is
not welcome in our town. Send the mes-
sage that this is Westfield and this is just
not the way we do things here.

Councilwoman JoAnn Neylan
Councilman Mark Ciarrocca

Councilman Jim Foerst
Candidate Frank Arena

Editor’s Note: Dear readers, If you
receive last minute campaign literature
that you believe is out of line, please scan
it and provide up to 200 words of com-
ment. Email to editor@goleader.com and
we will post it at goleader.com/thebuzz
for the public to decide.

Grand Jury Indicts 20
For Plainfield Gang Crimes
COUNTY – The county prosecutor’s

office announced that a Union County Grand
Jury last Friday handed down a 45-count
indictment against 20 different defendants.
The indictment charges Hakeem Roberson,
Rashid Franco, Amir Madison, Pernell
White and Hisham Muhammad, all from
Plainfield, and others with racketeering,
drugs, weapons and assault charges.

Most of the defendants named in the
indictment were arrested in pre-dawn raids
that occurred on April 16, 2007, when mem-
bers of the Union County Prosecutor’s Of-
fice, the New Jersey State Police, Plainfield
Police Division and 18 other agencies raided
17 different locations in Plainfield, one in
Scotch Plains and one in Piscataway. The
raids were the result of a lengthy investiga-
tion, called Operation Red Cap, into the
activities of the notorious Plainfield street
gang called the Clinton Avenue Posse.

Nine guns, most of them loaded, were
confiscated as a result of the operation. A
quantity of drugs — four bricks of heroin
— was also seized, along with cocaine.

The Grand Jury indictment includes 25
counts against Roberson, 20, who is thought
to be one of the central figures of the Clinton
Avenue Posse, including: racketeering, con-
spiracy to commit racketeering, to distrib-
ute drugs, to commit aggravated assault, to
possess firearms, to transport firearms, un-
lawful possession of several handguns, a
shotgun and an assault rifle, possession of a
community gun, employing juveniles in the
drug trade, three counts of aggravated as-
sault and three counts of distribution of
cocaine and heroin, among others.

According to Union County Assistant

Prosecutor Deborah White, who is head-
ing up the prosecution of these cases, this
is one the first times a recently enacted
statute criminalizing the possession of a
“community gun” has been utilized in an
indictment. “A community gun is one that
is shared by a group involved in criminal
activities,” Ms. White said. “More and
more, we are seeing guns being shared by
members of criminal street gangs.”

Rashid Franco, 20, Amir Madison, 19,
Pernell White, 20, and Hisham
Muhammad, 26, have been identified as
some of the main actors in the Clinton
Avenue Posse’s operations and are facing
charges similar to Roberson’s. Zeneta
Davis, 28, Tyeesha Heyward, 25, Charlene
Jackson, 28, Danyelle Jones, 19, Waaliah
Carter, 25, and Naisha Byrd, 27, all from
Plainfield, are charged with aiding and
abetting the posse by employing counter-
surveillance techniques and operating as
straw lessees and straw owners of motor
vehicles. Also charged in the indictment
are: Jason Greer, Najee McCoy, Dominick
Montgomery, Kelson Mosley and Hameen
Muhammad of Plainfield, Joseph Strillacci
of South Plainfield and Kevin Lambert
and Mark Hicks of New Brunswick.

Union County Prosecutor Theodore
Romankow hailed the indictment as a
major development in the war against
street gangs in Plainfield. “Since the
Clinton Avenue Posse was disrupted by
the April raids, the numbers of shootings
and aggravated assaults have gone down
significantly in Plainfield,” he said. “It’s
our goal to put these street gangs out of
business. This is the first step.”

Though WF, MS and SP Oppose,
There is a Cost of Doing Nothing

In a recent Star-Ledger article dated
October 21, 2007 entitled “Union County
residents see tax bills climb,” the average
homeowner will be facing a 5 percent, or
approximately $400, increase over last
year’s property tax.

In those communities that are mem-
bers of the Rahway Valley Sewerage
Authority that have the sewer facility
fees included within the municipal tax
bill, the sewer facility fees will increase
a staggering 134 percent in projected
assessments for the year 2010. The ac-
tual assessment in the year 2005 was $13
million and will increase to $30.5 mil-
lion by 2010.

It is no wonder why New Jersey has the
third-highest tax burden in the nation.
Home and business owners already
struggle with property taxes, income taxes,
sales tax and now, for 11 municipalities in
Union County, sizeable sewerage facility
tax increases.

Some of the 11 municipal members of
the Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority
will pass on these costs onto residents
through a separate utility bill instead of
including the fees within the property-tax
bill in an effort to more honestly deal with
the fast rising fees from the Rahway Val-
ley Sewerage Authority.

The New Jersey State League of Mu-
nicipalities and Rutgers University re-
cently collaborated on a survey regarding
outsourcing. With an increased focus on
New Jersey’s long-standing over-reliance
on the property tax, many municipalities
have pointed to the potential for
outsourcing of services or creating pub-
lic-private partnerships.

Garbage collection and paper recycling
were two services to be addressed through
a public-private partnership. Now, in the
latest move toward partnering with the
private sector, scores of municipalities
nationwide are starting to turn over waste-
water treatment facilities to private con-
tractors to manage the day-to-day opera-
tions. In a public-private partnership for
wastewater, the public retains ownership
of all assets and sets rates, while the
expertise of a private firm manages the
daily operation of the plant and infra-
structure. A public-private partnership is
not privatization.

New Jersey’s population of eight mil-
lion people are served by 431 wastewater
treatment plants. Privately managed wa-
ter facilities are quite common; as more

than 40 percent of the drinking water
plants in the United States are privately
run. However, outsourcing for wastewa-
ter is much less common; and in recent
years, public-private partnerships in
wastewater facilities have been on the
rise.

Years ago, privatization meant selling
municipal assets, such as a treatment plant,
to a private company that would own and
upgrade the facility. Today, the term is
used when a municipality signs a contract
with a private company to manage the
municipal operations, which usually in-
cludes maintenance.

Government is more acutely aware of
the benefits of outsourcing services. Co-
operation with the public sector creates a
competitive environment that seeks fi-
nancially stable and experienced bidders
who provide experience and knowledge,
capital infusion, enhanced staff training
and career opportunities and most impor-
tant from a tax standpoint, economics of
scale. All of these result in a cost savings
that helps control the cost of providing
municipal service to the citizens of our
communities.

Some of the member municipalities –
including Scotch Plains, Mountainside,
Westfield, Kenilworth and Roselle Park
– are opposed to exploring the efforts to
seek information as to the operation of the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority by a
private company and would prefer to take
a wait-and-see approach. However, there
are now more than 2,000 North American
communities served by public-private
partnerships.

In the overwhelming majority, costs
decreased by 10 to 40 percent. The best
testament to the stability of cost and the
provision of good services is the fact that
only 2 percent of all the partnerships
reverted to municipal management ac-
cording to public works financing.

When our residents receive their new
tax bills that include the increase facility
charge or a separate bill in addition to
their property-tax bill, I can assure you
there will be hundreds of angry citizens
who will want answers. It is now time to
explore all avenues in an effort to stabi-
lize rates and reduce spending of the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority. The
cost of doing nothing will in fact cost
taxpayers plenty for years to come.

Mayor James Kennedy
City of Rahway

PT REPORTERS NEEDED
Strong, community-minded,
detail-oriented writers with
professional demeanor needed
to cover local government
evening meetings. Must be able
to meet deadlines, know how to
write a lead, and take an active
interest in a regular beat in order
to develop news stories. This
opportunity is perfect for stay-
at-home moms, as a second
income or just for those who
love to write. Please e-mail
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com
The Westfield Leader &

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
TIMES

Cacciola Place Application
Draws Ire of Area Residents

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Longtime residents
told the planning board they fear
gentrification of the Cacciola Place area
will diminish diversity and parking spaces.

The owners of Westfield’s Sweet Wa-
ters Steakhouse on Elm Street seek vari-
ances for residential property they have
owned since 2001 under their business
name F&J Foot Co. at 112, 112-1/2, 114
and 116 Cacciola Place, between Sterling
Place and Central Avenue. The rental
properties border a business zone, and
two years after purchasing the property,
the owners went before the planning board
to propose knocking down the buildings
to construct townhouses.

The planning board has shuffled them
over to the board of adjustment, where
mostly homeowners present building plans.

During a special meeting of the town’s
board of adjustment on Monday, a site
plan depicted three adjoining three-story
units, with the rear of the buildings facing
Cacciola Place and three homes to be
located in the back of the property. Each
measures about 1,550 livable square feet,
including the first-floor garage and utility
room. A courtyard of home entrances and
driveways leading into the attached single-
car garages lies between.

Presently, the lot holds three buildings
along Cacciola Place and one in the rear
with a deteriorating garage. The new plan
includes 12 parking spots, two cars per
home, with one car parked in the garage
and one car in the driveway, according to
the application.

Two residents said they were concerned
about a lack of parking and the impact
new homes would have on street parking.

“It’s getting so congested in the area,
we’re fearful for the children that live
there,” said Mary Withers of Cacciola
Place.

Though planner Michael Tobia said
plans are for 12 new on-site parking spaces
and would free up street spaces along
Cacciola Place, Ms. Withers claimed that
the current renters have, at most, four cars
among them, and two of those cars are
parked in the driveway. She said it ap-
pears most residents walk or take the bus
to work.

In 2000, developer Ralph Rapuano re-
ceived approval to tear down apartments
and build an office and apartment com-
plex on the corner of Central Avenue and
Cacciola Place. Included in this building
is a doctor’s office that Ms. Withers said
causes the street parking to fill up from
about 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. during weekdays.

Dolores Russell of Sterling Place said
she was concerned about another upheaval
of displaced tenants, which happened when
Mr. Rapuano tore down his apartments
that he deemed impossible to repair.

F&J Foot Co.’s attorney, Peter Fico, and
Mr. Tobia, both citing the dilapidated state
of the current units, made a similar outcry.

Mr. Tobia said the property owners would
give six-months notice and a rent waiver to
help the tenants with relocation costs.

Ms. Withers sees the development, with

a price tag of between $360,000 and
$425,000 per unit, as social gentrification.

“We are being pushed out of the neigh-
borhood,” she said. “There is not going to
be any diversity. There’s going to be the
rich and the richer.”

By the end of the night, board chairman
William Heinbokel said his concerns were
the height variance for a third floor and
side-yard variance for five feet (the town
ordinance requires a 30-feet minimum)
and that the current architectural design
of the exterior facing Cacciola Place does
not accomplish a residential look.

The hearing on the Cacciola proposal
will reconvene on November 15.

Wayne Baker for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ALMOST READY… Workers install a signpost on Monday afternoon, one of the
final steps in preparation for the re-opening of Westfield’s municipal lot 1.
Reconstruction of lot 8 is underway and will completed in two weeks.

Westfield
Monday, October 22, Gregory Guerrier,

18, of Roselle was arrested following a
motor-vehicle stop at South Avenue and
Sussex Street on outstanding traffic war-
rants from Roselle Park and Cranford,
with bail amounts of $750 and $300,
respectively. He was turned over to
Roselle Park authorities.

Tuesday, October 23, after being
stopped on South Avenue near
Cumberland Street for motor-vehicle vio-
lations, Ronald Pena-Adames, 23, of
Bronx, N.Y., was arrested on outstanding
traffic warrants from Secaucus and
Middletown and for alleged possession
of less than 50 grams of marijuana. Bail
on the warrants was $250 for Secaucus
and $228 for Middletown. Pena-Adames
was released on his own recognizance on
the marijuana charge and committed on
default of bail to the Union County jail.

Tuesday, October 23, Kimberly Basile,
44, of Roselle Park was arrested on the
200 block of North Avenue, West, on an
outstanding Westfield criminal warrant.
She was released after posting $200 bail.

Wednesday, October 24, Miguel
Sauceda, 21, of Cranford and Merih Yavuz,
22, of Westfield were arrested on active
warrants following a motor-vehicle stop at
North Avenue and Elmer Street.

Sauceda was arrested on motor-vehicle
warrants from Union, with $665 bail,
Westfield, with $250 bail, and Old Bridge,
with $183 bail. He was released on his
own recognizance on the Union warrant
and posted bail on the other two. Yavuz
was arrested on a traffic warrant for $106
and a criminal warrant for $600, both
from Seaside Heights. He was released
after posting bail.

Thursday, October 25, Sean G. Dallas,
37, of Scotch Plains was arrested at the
Middlesex County jail on a criminal war-
rant from Westfield, with bail of $200,
and motor-vehicle warrants from Sea

Bright and Warren, with bail amounts of
$200 and $1,113, respectively. Dallas
was released after posting bail.

Mountainside
Thursday, October 18, Tangela Brown,

38, of Irvington was arrested and charged
for burglary to a motor vehicle at a Route
22 theater after a field investigation.

Friday, October 26, Aleksa V. Vasilev,
33, of Irvington was arrested following a
motor-vehicle stop on Route 22 and
charged with driving with a suspended
license, possession of a controlled dan-
gerous substance, possession of drug para-
phernalia and operating a vehicle with
fictitious plates.

Saturday, October 27, Roger W. Estevez,
39, of Bronx, N.Y. was arrested and charged
for driving under the influence (DUI) after
refusing to submit to a breath test.

Sunday, October 28, a Route 22 gas
station reported that someone threw a
Belgium block through the front window
of the station and attempted to remove a
computer and stereo speakers. Two car-
tons of cigarettes, 10 toy trucks and $250
in petty cash were removed from the
premises, police said.

Sunday, October 28, Roger L. Sowell,
22, of Newark was arrested and charged
with driving with a suspended license
after a citizen called in a complaint of
careless driving. Sowell was also charged
with an outstanding warrant out of Edison
in the amount of $350 and a $250 warrant
out of Woodbridge, police said.

Monday, October 29, Willard Jones, Jr.
27, of Jersey City was arrested and charged
with driving with a suspended license after
he was stopped for having tinted windows
and a cracked windshield. According to
police, Jones was unable to provide proof
of insurance, so the car was towed.

Scotch Plains
Friday, October 19, the Scotch Plains

Board of Education reported that several
of the department’s vehicles had been
vandalized during the past week.

Monday, October 22, two residents
from Spruce Mill Lane reported that their
vehicles were broken into overnight and
their GPS systems was taken.

Friday, October 26, a Route 22 busi-
ness owner reported that several tires
were removed from the business.

Sunday, October 28, a resident of
Mountain Avenue reported that his bi-
cycle was stolen from behind a business
located on East Second Street.

Fanwood
Wednesday, October 17, Nakassja S.

Artis, 22, of Union was arrested following
a motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road for an
outstanding warrant out of Hillside.

Thursday, October 18, Ashlee N.
Christmas, 19, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested for an outstanding Newark warrant
after a motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road.

Thursday, October 18, Pamela K. Wash-
ington, 43, of Plainfield was arrested after
a field investigation on Martine Avenue
for an outstanding Fanwood warrant.

Friday, October 19, Daniel L. Sepe, 24,
of Pennington was arrested for an outstand-
ing warrant out of Jackson Township after
a motor-vehicle stop on South Avenue.

Saturday, October 20, Jay B. Glassberg,
45, of Maplewood was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxicated
(DWI) after a motor-vehicle stop on
Martine Avenue. Glassberg was taken to
headquarters, where he was processed
and released to a responsible adult.

Tuesday, October 23, Locksley A.
Mills, 48, of Patterson was arrested for an
outstanding Patterson warrant after a
motor-vehicle stop on North Avenue.

Wednesday, October 24, Juan D.
Giralso, 29, of Linden was arrested for
exhibiting a fraudulent government docu-
ment and providing police with false infor-
mation after a motor vehicle stop on Mid-
way Avenue. According to police, Giraldo
was transported to the Union County jail
where he is being held on $17,000 bail.

Thursday, October 25, Fidencio
Nataren-Cruz, 36, of Plainfield was ar-
rested and charged with DWI after a mo-
tor-vehicle stop. Nataren-Cruz was trans-
ported to headquarters where he was pro-
cessed and released to a responsible adult.

Friday, October 26, Dennis Banks, 54,
of Plainfield was arrested in the 400 block
of South Avenue for an outstanding war-
rant out of Wallington after a field inves-
tigation.

Friday, October 26, Tehuti S. Brown,
23, of Plainfield was arrested on an out-
standing Plainfield warrant after a motor-
vehicle stop on Terrill Road.

Saturday, October 27, Isaias E. Flow-
ers, 23, of Elizabeth was arrested on out-
standing Newark and Hillside warrant af-
ter a motor-vehicle stop on South Avenue.

Sunday, October 28, Kathleen J.
Ackermann, 36, of Elizabeth was arrested
on an outstanding Garwood warrant after
a motor-vehicle stop in the 100 block of
South Avenue.

Residents Complain
Of Lights at Pointe/Mews

By KATHY MARQUES
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – A Maple Street resident
complained to board members at last
Wednesday’s planning-board meeting about
the “burn-down time” of the street lights at
the Pointe/Mews complex on North Avenue.

One resident said the burn-down time
on the lights in the complex is “too long.”
She told the board the lights have been
burning for months and shine on her house.

The resident said a public-works em-
ployee told her the developer was sup-
posed to shield the lights but that only half
the lights were shielded.

Another resident, Bruce Paterson, sug-
gested to the board that it , in the future, asks
the developer to conduct a “burn-down
period at a warehouse and...put them out
when they reach sufficient wattage.”

Board planner and engineer Victor
Vinegra said he would contact public works
and Millenium Homes, the developer of

the Mews, regarding the complaints.
“The problem can and will be fixed –

the question is when,” Mr. Vinegra said.
On another case, the owner of Vincent’s

Italian Specialty Deli, Faye Waxtel, re-
quested to sublease a portion of the Blue
Ribbon Cleaners at 100 North Avenue for
what she described as an “Italian spe-
cialty restaurant.”

Planning-board member William
Nierstedt asked the applicant to add park-
ing and re-striping, improve the aesthet-
ics of the outer building, fix the sidewalk
and plant some trees, to which Ms. Waxtel
agreed. The application was approved
per the conditions, with the applicant told
to seek preliminary site-plan approval.

Timothy Shea, a representative of Capi-
tol Homes, requested a use-variance and
site-plan approval to purchase 141-145
South Avenue for the storage of mechani-
cal contractor equipment. Mr. Shea said
there would only be three employees lo-
cated at the site – an estimator, a secretary
and a truck driver – and there would only
be a van and pick-up truck kept inside.

“There will be no outside storage, no
work performed there. No material will go
there, since it goes directly from the sup-
plier to the job site,” Mr. Shea said. “This
would just be a storage facility. There will
be no walk-in customers, and the secretary
would be taking care of paperwork.”

Mr. Shea said he plans to make it a
nicer, aesthetically pleasing building if
he receives approval to purchase it.

“It’s one of the ugliest buildings on
South Avenue,” Mr. Vinegar said. Mr.
Nierstedt called the building “hideous”
and said if the applicant could fix up the
property, that “would be great.”

Residents who live behind the building
voiced concerns over the potential for noise
and land contamination from the business.

Mr. Shea, who has been leasing one-
third of the building for 14 years, said he
has been moving equipment and has
“never received a noise complaint.” He
said there would be “no loud noise, since
there will no be work done there.”

One neighboring resident said, “Wow,
I never even knew he was there. You
never hear or see anything.”

Currently, Mr. Shea said there is no
certificate of occupancy on the building.

Regarding land contamination, he said,
“There was contamination on the site
years ago but there were no health con-
cerns. A tank was removed and clean-up
is coming to an end.”

The board approved the application on
the condition that the applicant submit a
site-plan approval within 30 days. The
motion passed, with Mr. Nierstedt as the
lone dissenter.

With Marylou MoranoBook NookBook NookBook NookBook NookBook Nook
‘The Citizens Manual’

Tells How to Get Involved
By MARYLOU MORANO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Citizens who wish to become actively
involved in public life will find “The
Citizens Manual: Paths to Power for
Regular Citizens” a helpful guide for
getting involved in politics and public
affairs.

Written by Harry S. Pozycki, “The
Citizen’s Manual” shows the reader how
to become involved in local government
and beyond.

In this short and easy-to-read hand-
book, Mr. Pozycki guides average citi-
zens in how to make a difference in
government decisions.

According to the author, the three
“power centers” of town and govern-
ment are the elected councils or commit-
tees, the school board and the planning
board.

These, say Mr. Pozycki, are where the
important decisions that impact the com-
munity are made.

One of the things he does in “The
Citizen’s Manual” is to provide a three-

prong approach to turning a citizen’s
complaint into a constructive proposal.

By far, some of the most important
information Mr. Pozycki imparts is con-
tained in his chapter on a citizen’s right
to run for office in town government or
on a school board, planning board or for
a local political organization.

Mr. Pozycki also addresses the posi-
tive ways non-citizens can impact the
community, and he encourages them to
become involved in the political process
by actively seeking citizenship, which
will allow them to vote in federal, state
and local elections, as well as run for
office.

For those new to politics and govern-
ment, the author includes a glossary of
terms that demystifies some of the “me-
chanics” of “constructive citizenship.”

“The Citizens Manual” is published
by The Center for Civic Responsibility,
Inc. in Metuchen.

More information about The Center for
Civic Responsibility can be found online at
JoinTheCampaign.com.

Garwood Receives
For Pedestrian Safety
GARWOOD — In response to an in-

crease in motor-vehicle collisions involv-
ing pedestrians, Garwood applied for and
has received funding to improve pedes-
trian crossing signs at two South Avenue
intersections.

A total of $6,684 has been awarded by
the New Jersey Department of Highway
Traffic Safety and will be used to replace the
signs at South Avenue and Center Street, as
well as at South Avenue and East Street.
The new L.E.D. signs will be brighter and
more visible and will include a countdown
display, giving pedestrians an added warn-
ing that the traffic light is about to change.

Garwood Police Chief William Legg
attributes the rise in pedestrian-related acci-
dents to increased traffic during peak hours
along South Avenue. In addition to the
crosswalk signals, the borough also plans to
upgrade the traffic signals in the near future.

The signal improvements are part of an
overall pedestrian-safety initiative, which
includes an in-school program encourag-
ing students to walk to school safely.

stay in the loop.
goleader.com/minder

Michael J. Pollack for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DON’T TOUCH ME, I’M A REAL LIVE WIRE…Last Monday, a telephone pole
along the north side of the train station snapped, causing a street lamp to collapse
on a car parked in the Blockbuster parking lot. Police and fire officials responded,
marking the area off because of the existence of a live wire.


