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Bryan DesRochers
LD-22 State Assembly

Senator Tom Kean, Jr.
LD-21 State Senate

Linda Stender
LD-22 State Assembly

Throughout my political career, I’ve
had the opportunity to speak with
many constituents and business-com-
munity members to learn more about
their issues and what we can do to
improve our quality of life.

Constituent services remain one of
my top priorities as a legislator, and I
encourage you to contact my office at
any time to discuss current
issues, to inquire about the
status of a tax rebate or for
help with local and state
agencies.

Thanks to your earnest
participation, we brought
about many positive
changes to the community. I am most
proud of one recent accomplishment,
the passage of the Global Warming
Response Act. It is clear that failure
to reduce our energy needs and de-
pendence on fossil fuels will lead to
disastrous levels of dangerous green-
house gases.

I wrote the Global Warming Re-
sponse Act to reduce greenhouse-gas
emissions and curb the most danger-
ous effects of global warming here in
New Jersey. Recently signed into law,
this measure established the strictest,
most extensive mandatory limitations
on global-warming emissions in the
nation.

We are already making good
progress by requiring state buildings
to be built using green building stan-
dards to optimize energy use and ef-
ficiency, providing economic incen-
tives for businesses and individuals
who want to convert to clean, renew-
able sources of energy and investing
in mass transit to reduce traffic and

congestion, the leading cause of dan-
gerous emissions on our roadways.

Another accomplishment I am
proud of is supporting stem-cell re-
search through the construction of
stem-cell research facilities in New
Jersey. These new facilities will al-
low the scientific community to un-
lock potentially lifesaving cures and

treatments to many of
today’s devastating dis-
eases like Alzheimer’s and
diabetes.

I also pushed very hard
for a landmark measure
calling for a ballot ques-
tion this November 6 to

authorize $450 million in state bonds
to provide stem-cell-research grants
to research institutions.

I am proud of these efforts but
recognize that there is still much
work to be done, specifically to re-
duce property taxes. Despite esca-
lating costs, my colleagues in the
state legislature and I balanced this
year’s budget and provided increased
property-tax relief to an unprec-
edented 95 percent of New Jersey
homeowners.

This was an important first step,
but serious changes must be made to
reform our system of taxation. I will
continue to push for a state Constitu-
tional Convention to address the un-
derlying structural changes that must
be made to reduce property taxes.

This November 6, I ask for your
vote to continue strengthening our
communities, so we provide New Jer-
sey residents with a safe, secure place
to live and raise and family.

Thank you.

Eric Munoz
LD-21 State Assembly

Jon Bramnick
LD-21 State Assembly

Restoring government accountabil-
ity, eliminating wasteful spending and
passing comprehensive public-safety
measures – all while serving the resi-
dents of District 21 with unparalleled
accessibility and responsiveness –
have been and continues to be my
goal while serving in the New Jersey
State Assembly.

A prime example of my
efforts is the “Economic
Swat Team” legislation that
I am proud to have intro-
duced. Under this bill, in-
dependent accounting firms
would be permitted to make
unannounced visits to all
state agencies and depart-
ments, while carrying out perfor-
mance assessments.

These transparent audits would help
expose and eliminate wasteful gov-
ernment spending and, therefore,
lower the property-tax burden for all
New Jersey homeowners.

I have also introduced legislation
that would end dual-office holding
and end pension benefits for legisla-
tors. The abuses in our pension sys-

tem by elected officials contribute to
the dramatic increases in property
taxes. It is time for major reform in
government spending, and it must
start with the leaders.

Additionally, as the ranking Re-
publican member of the Assembly
Law and Public Safety Committee, I
have sponsored, supported and ush-

ered through the legislative
process numerous public-
safety measures.

I have introduced bills
that would require inmates
with sufficient means to pay
for their incarceration costs,
require drivers to yield to
pedestrians in or waiting to

enter crosswalks and make it a crime
for participating in a street-gang-ini-
tiation ritual.

In conclusion, as your elected rep-
resentative, my job is to serve you.
Therefore, being responsive to your
needs, wants and ideas is something I
hold in high regard. If you ever have
any questions, comments or concerns,
please don’t ever hesitate to contact
me.

Affordability, government account-
ability and quality-of-life concerns
must be addressed if we are to undo
the failing status quo in Trenton that
has driven thousands of residents from
New Jersey.

As your state senator, I know job
one must be to lower property taxes
and stop increasing and expanding
the state taxes. In just five
years, 94 new taxes and tax
increases have been im-
posed while spending has
jumped by $8.3 billion.

New Jersey does not have
a revenue problem; it has a
spending problem. This is
why I have consistently
voted against tax increases while pro-
posing more then $4.5 billion in
spending cuts over the past three years.

We also need to stop the fiscal
gimmickry. I helped lead the fight
against the McGreevey administra-
tion that made state borrowing for
general operating expenses unconsti-
tutional. Today, I am leading the fight
against Governor Corzine’s proposal
to sell the Garden State Parkway,
New Jersey Turnpike and other state
assets. And I will continue fighting
against shortsighted fiscal measures
that mortgage our future and our
children’s futures.

As a member of the Joint Commit-
tee on the Public Schools, I have also
aggressively advocated for a fair and
equitable school funding formula that
will serve the needs of all of our
children, while reducing our prop-
erty tax burden.

A state, however, is not just mea-
sured by its financial strength but also
by the quality of living it offers. That

is why I am proud to have sponsored
the “Smoke Free Indoor Air Act,”
which requires public places, like bars
and restaurants, to be smoke-free.

I also voted to place the $450-
million stem-cell bond referendum
on this November’s ballot. The voters
deserve the opportunity to cast their
vote on this important funding initia-

tive.
Government account-

ability is another serious
topic that needs to be fully
vetted. The questionable
and, at times, illegal behav-
ior of public officials is
wrong, immoral and em-
barrassing.

Since my first days in elected of-
fice, I have fought for comprehensive
ethics reform – a real ban on dual-
office holding, an end to pay-to-play
government contracting and stronger
state budget oversight.

Ensuring our children grow up to
live long, happy and healthy lives is
another one of my legislative priori-
ties.

This June, I joined with my col-
leagues on the Senate Health Commit-
tee in sponsoring a resolution, passed
by the legislature, calling on President
Bush and Congress to fully fund
SCHIP, the federal Children’s Health
Care Program. I also co-sponsored the
law expanding New Jersey’s SCHIP
program known as “Family Care.”

As your state senator, I will con-
tinue to advocate for legislative ac-
tions that restore New Jersey’s fiscal
integrity, government’s accountabil-
ity to the taxpayers and ultimately, its
status as a great state in which to live,
work and raise a family.

It has been and continues to be an
honor for me to serve the residents of
District 21. As a parent, trauma sur-
geon and concerned taxpayer, I un-
derstand the issues facing our state
and have been advocating for solu-
tions that are both fiscally sound and
legislatively feasible.

First and foremost, there is nothing
more important than the safety of our
children. This is why I in-
troduced the “Jessica
Lunsford Act.”

Widely regarded as the
toughest and most compre-
hensive legislation in the
country in protecting chil-
dren from sexual assault, it
requires child predators to
serve at least 25 years in prison and,
if released, wear a GPS tracking de-
vice for life.

Government accountability and
ethics reform is another important
topic that needs to be adequately ad-
dressed. Every act of public corrup-
tion, pension padding and improper
awarding of a public contract in-
creases the cost of government and,
in turn, contributes to the increase in
property taxes.

This is why I have introduced mea-
sures that will provide for mandatory
forfeiture of retirement benefits of
elected officials and all government
workers who are convicted of a crime
involving their office or place of em-
ployment.

As a physician, an individual’s ac-
cess to adequate and affordable

healthcare coverage is also an issue I
care deeply about. I have introduced
legislative initiatives that lower the
co-payment on prescription drugs for
seniors and the disabled, make it easier
for an individual to visit a doctor
without having to obtain a referral
and limit the hours a resident doctor
can work in a 24-hour period.

I have also introduced the “New
Jersey Medical Care Avail-
ability Act.” This legisla-
tion puts forth a variety of
measures to ensure that
healthcare services con-
tinue to be readily avail-
able and accessible to all
residents of New Jersey.

Ensuring that our veter-
ans and members of the military have
the support they need and deserve has
also been one of my top priorities.
Two of the more recent bills I have
introduced in this regard include As-
sembly Bill 2381, which would pro-
vide for an enhanced Homestead Re-
bate for disabled veterans, and As-
sembly Bill 3957, which would ex-
clude members of the military serv-
ing outside the state from New Jersey’s
gross income tax.

The aforementioned bills are a se-
lect few initiatives that I have been
aggressively advocating for while in
Trenton. As your assemblyman, I will
continue to put forth financially pru-
dent measures that protect our fami-
lies, provide for our military veterans
and hold all levels of government
accountable.

New Jersey is at a crossroads. We
have become the highest taxed state
in the country. The American dream
is under attack here in New Jersey,
which is causing an exodus of people
from our state.

We have a great opportunity to
change direction in New Jersey this
year and right our ship, but it will not
be easy. We need to get governmental
spending under control and
reduce taxes to keep New
Jersey families in the state.

We need strong ethics re-
forms to restore confidence
in our elected officials at
every level. We need lead-
ers in Trenton who will vote
for the people, not a party
line. Independence like this is not
always easy to find, but I believe I can
be that independent leader for Dis-
trict 22.

As a young family man who is
working to raise a son in what has
become one of the most expensive
states in the country, I have looked
into the future and wondered what
are the leaders in this state leading us
to?

Will my son and the children of his
generation (many of them your chil-
dren or your grandchildren) have a
future in this state? With talks from
many of the politicians in power in
Trenton of a sale of the Turnpike or
Garden State Parkway and other great
plans to spend billions of dollars the
state currently does not have, I won-
der when do we realize that financial
responsibility should be the number-
one priority for government.

The sad reality is that when the
check finally comes, many of these
leaders will be gone. Also, there is the
idea that they do not care if they
financially ruin the state, as long as
they get what they can out of it now.

We have watched elected official

after elected official hauled off to jail
in handcuffs for braking the law and
enriching themselves at our, the tax-
payers’, expense. This is not an ex-
ample of what leadership is but a
failing of our elected officials to con-
trol themselves and police themselves.

We need strong ethics reforms that
will end many of the questionable
practices and conflicts of interest.

This is an election that
really has two choices, not
two parties to choose from.
Choice one will be – every-
thing is fine, our taxes are
not too high, corruption is
not a problem in the state,
we would like the turnpike
and parkway sold off and

our tolls and taxes to continue to rise.
That would be a vote for the incum-
bents I am facing.

The second choice is to send a
strong message to the elected offi-
cials and vote for change. A vote for
change can be for many reasons such
as taxes are to high, you are against
the Turnpike and Parkway being sold,
corruption is a problem in the state or
– simply to say, after multiple terms
in office – things are worse, not bet-
ter, and we have nothing to lose be-
cause no one can really do a worse job
than what we have seen over the last
few years.

I hope that the voters of District 22
will embrace change as a positive, and
you will support me for the Assembly.
I will bring a tough, no-nonsense ap-
proach to helping run our government
and bring it back to more glorious days
when our debt was low, our taxes were
low and families considered New Jer-
sey the best state to live.

I ask you to support my running
mates and me to keep New Jersey-
ians in New Jersey.

Thank you in advance for your
support, and I will not let you down.

Governors Call on Secretary Peters
To Reject Flight Caps at Airports

Editor’s Note: The following letter was
sent to United States Transportation Sec-
retary Mary Peters and copied to The
Westfield Leader and The Times.

As you know, flight delays in the New
York Metropolitan Area reached record
proportions this summer, with unaccept-
able consequences for flyers and the re-
gional economy alike.

We must act now to reduce delays.
However, the solution on which the FAA
is currently focused – a cap on the number
of flights at John F. Kennedy Airport – is,
in truth, no solution at all. It would liter-
ally turn back the airport’s clock, reduc-
ing it to the same capacity it had in 1969.
This would be a crippling blow for our
region’s passengers, our aviation indus-
try, and our economy.

Capping flights would make it harder
for every traveler to and from the New
York Metropolitan Area to find the flights
they need, which is especially troubling
in a region like this one that depends so
heavily on truly globalized industries like
finance and tourism to drive its economy.
With limits on their capacity to fly, the
major U.S. airlines, for which Kennedy is
a hub, may be forced to move the lion’s
share of their resources elsewhere and
many smaller regional carriers may not
be able to provide service at all.

These problems, moreover, would not
be limited to Kennedy or New York. If
caps were put into place at Kennedy,
Newark Airport would inevitably be
flooded with excess flights pushed out of
New York. In a sense, Kennedy’s delays
would simply become Newark’s delays.

The answer to that problem, presum-
ably, would be more caps, with all of their
inadequacies; bad policy would only breed
more bad policy.

The economic impact would be imme-
diate and devastating. The proposal cur-
rently on the table would prevent roughly
3.5-million passengers from flying
through the region – a reduction that
could quickly cost the region 7,000 jobs
and half-a-billion dollars in economic
activity. Longer-term effects could be
even worse, as businesses and capital
relocate to places that offered better ac-
cess to the outside world. This is too high
a price to pay, especially when there are
so many other, better options.

Real solutions to the delay problem
must focus on increasing capacity and
protecting passengers, not artificially re-
stricting demand. There is much we can
do. In the short term, we should improve
our policies through programs like RNAV,
which would allow planes to move in and
out of the airport more efficiently. We
should invest in new technologies like

NextGen, which, if properly implemented,
could start reducing delays as soon as
2008.

And we should continue to improve
customer service procedures so that when
delays do occur, travelers are at least
assured they will have a place to sleep,
food to eat and other basic amenities. In
the longer term, then, we should focus on
the major capital investments that con-
tinue to grow the overall capacity of the
system, like the expansion of Stewart
Airport and the building of new taxiways
at all the major airports.

To be successful, all of these steps will
require that we work together. That was
our premise six months ago, when the
Port Authority of New York and New
Jersey worked with the FAA to develop
the 18-point list of delay reduction initia-
tives attached to this letter, which con-
tains many of the recommendations dis-
cussed above. That was our premise this
past winter, when the Port Authority
formed its Flight Delay Task Force to
bring federal and state policymakers, the
airlines, industry representatives, and
advocacy groups together to develop even
more recommendations for reducing de-
lays. And that is our premise in writing
you now.

Through the Port Authority, the states
have shown their commitment, purchas-
ing Stewart Airport and allocating some
$4 billion of upgrades at the existing
airports, including new taxiways.

Unfortunately, the administration has
not shown itself an equal partner. The
FAA first received our recommendations
six months ago, in time to begin work
before the summer travel season. Yet, as
of today, only four of the proposed pro-
grams have been partially implemented.

As the public discourse over this issue
intensifies, it is becoming clear we are not
alone.

From the members of the New York
and New Jersey Congressional Delega-
tions to the Air Transport Association and
the Airline Travelers Association, there
is a firm consensus that increasing capac-
ity is the only way to protect travelers and
the future of our aviation system.

We hope that you will join our admin-
istrations, the Port Authority, and the
airlines in rejecting short-sighted, im-
practical caps on flights at the New York
Metropolitan Area’s airports and focus-
ing instead on real solutions – solutions
that keep planes moving instead of keep-
ing them away. We need your help, and
look forward to your partnership.

New Jersey Gov. Jon Corzine
New York Gov. Elliot Spitzer

Resident Calls SP Funding Formula
Wrong for Southside Soccer Field

A special town council meeting
was held October 23 at the high school
to hear public comment and vote on a
funding mechanism for the proposed
[south side] Scotch Plains soccer field.

Interestingly, there was general
agreement from all sides on the need
and value of providing first-class fa-
cilities for our town’s children. The
major point of discussion centered on
whether the funding scheme up for
vote was appropriate and responsible.

Mayor Marks endorsed the plan to
use the legal minimum 5-percent
down payment, drawn from the town
open-space fund, to float a nearly $2-
million bond to fund the new soccer
field.

In this way, Marks explained that
we could maximize the utility of the
open-space fund. However, we also
maximize town debt with this plan.

Councilman Kevin Glover made a
logical and thoughtful plea for a higher
degree of funding from existing un-
encumbered town cash resources in
order to blunt the impact of the bond
issue on higher taxes.

A town Democratic official who is
familiar with town finances explained
that the proposed level of bond fund-
ing is beyond what current town cash-
flow can support and will thus require
higher taxes several years down the
road as the debt originating from these
bonds becomes due.

While Mayor Marks quibbled over
the exact amount of the tax increase
that would result, there was general
agreement that this, and future bonds
being proposed, represent a deferred
tax increase with the effect on town
taxes to be realized several years down
the road.

Understanding that bonds repre-
sent a deferred tax increase, is a plan
that maximizes town debt truly a fis-
cally responsible approach?

In a recent edition of The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times (March 22,

2007), Mr. Atkins, the town manager,
was discussing the current budget
year and was comparing the surplus
this year to the situation in 1999.

“Mr. Atkins noted the regenerated
surplus was the highest since 1998,
when $2.7 million was regenerated
and led to calls from the two Repub-
licans on the council in 1999 to use
more of the surplus to offset what
they felt was too high a tax increase.”

Apparently, in 1999, there were
Republicans on the council with con-
cern for our tax burden and believed,
as does Councilman Glover, that we
should use currently available re-
serves to fund projects and thus avoid
increasing debt, which inevitably
raises taxes. Oh how the times have
changed!

The council meeting that evening
was perhaps most notable for the civil
and respectful tone of the discourse –
until Mayor Marks arose to speak just
prior to the vote on the soccer-field-
funding ordinance.

In an angry and vindictive diatribe,
and without any logical support for
his statements, Mayor Marks dis-
missed Mr. Glover’s plan for a tax-
sparing funding approach as a “red-
herring” and verbally chastised Mr.
Glover for failing to endorse Marks’s
plan to maximize town debt and ulti-
mately raise property taxes.

Is concern about higher taxes a red
herring? What was most remarkable
about this display of “pernicious nega-
tivity” by the Mayor is the fact that
Mayor Marks himself made a public
plea for civility in last week’s news-
paper.

Even more striking was the juxta-
position of Marks’s vitriolic com-
ments within minutes of an opening
prayer in which Councilwoman
Coronato prayed for respectful and
civil discourse at the meeting. The
hypocrisy of it all is astounding.

John Thompson
Scotch Plains

Government Pensions for Part-Time
Employees is Outrageous Perk

There has been great controversy over
the past year about the increase in the
hourly rate for the town attorney, the
planning-board attorney and the board-
of-adjustment attorney. The reason for
this is exclusively the impact that these
increases have on our town’s taxes to
pay for these legal fees.

I must say that the character and
abilities of any of these individuals is
absolutely not in question when dis-
cussing this topic. In 2004 and 2005,
these attorneys had their hourly com-
pensation increased by 50 percent from
$100 to $150 an hour. These increases
in hourly rates come in addition to
pensions for these part-time jobs and
annual salary increases.

I spoke before the mayor and council
last year and asked if the town attorney
had come forward to state that he would
be unable to deliver the same standard
of work without an increase in his hourly
compensation. Councilman Echausse,
the chairman of the town’s finance com-
mittee stated that it was, and I quote,
“Unsolicited!” He then added for em-
phasis, “It was an unsolicited request,
Mr. Baker!” This was not political rheto-
ric or fine print, but was an adamant and
clear statement of the town’s position.
After Councilman Echausse had set the
public record, it was incumbent upon
the mayor or any of the other council
members to have come forward to
change the record, if it, indeed, needed
changing. Yet no one had come forward
until October 25 of this year.

Now, 12 days before the election, the
mayor has stated that the town attorney
had, at that time, asked the town admin-
istrator to review his and the other attor-

neys’ hourly rates. But, that is defi-
nitely different from the public record
of that event. It is disingenuous of the
mayor to have criticized participants in
last week’s debate for stating that the
“fees were increased without even a
request from our attorneys.” Those who
have been stating that this was an unso-
licited granting of the 50 percent in-
crease were, and are, only stating the
mayor and council’s own public record.
They were not misinformed or unin-
formed, but were only using the mayor
and council’s own public record.

At the time the town attorney asked
for a compensation review, the town
should have put these positions out for
competitive bid including offering the
position as a non-pension position with
no annual increase in salary. By having
increased the attorneys’ hourly rates, in
no-bid jobs, and giving these part-time
employees pensions does nothing but
increase the taxes of every person in
Westfield. The increases from this 50-
percent raise in rates has cost the town
$135,000 since March of 2005 and will
cost the town an estimated minimum of
$40,000 each and every year going for-
ward. (These figures and projections
are from the attorneys’ billed hours
obtained from the town using the Open
Public Records Act.)

Perhaps the mayor and council should
have listened to Westfield’s own state
assemblyman, Jon Bramnick, who has
called for an end to no-bid jobs and who
has called pensions for part-time em-
ployees an “outrageous perk.”

Jim Baker
Westfield

Letters to the EditorWhite Paper Comm. Member Finds
Regenstreich’s Comments ‘Offensive’

that all 40 recommendations would
have been enacted, I am proud to
report that a majority have been.

Among the more notable recom-
mendations that we made and have
been implemented are organizational
changes to increase productivity and,
at the same time, improve customer
service.

Recommendations include zoning-
and building-application modifica-
tions to streamline the process and
make it more resident-friendly, en-
hanced collaboration with key boards
and committees in the town and the
installation of GPS systems in all
DPW vehicles to enable us to track
the vehicles, thus improving efficiency
and responsiveness.

More importantly, it troubles me
that Mr. Regenstreich would choose
to speak negatively of the many people
in this town who volunteer their time
and talents to make Westfield the great
place that it is.

It is my opinion that direct or in-
ferred personal attacks have no place
in any election. In addition, com-
ments such as these certainly should
not be directed to those who give
hundreds of hours at no cost to the
town in the many committees and
boards that benefit Westfield.

The white paper committee and the
other members of volunteer boards
and committees in Westfield deserve
better. Frankly, Mr. Regenstreich, as
my grandmother who lives in South
Carolina would say: “If you have noth-
ing good to say about someone, then
please say nothing at all.”

Pam Wiaczek
Westfield

I am compelled to write this letter
to The Westfield Leader to respond to
several inaccuracies stated by Bruce
Regenstreich, council candidate for
Ward Two. In the October debate, Mr.
Regenstreich said, “We hear more
about white paper studies [and] sug-
gestions ‘too numerous to mention,’
but none of which have been imple-
mented.” In the October 25 “Meet the
Candidates” article in this paper, he
wrote, “I choose to be positive...I will
work to avoid excessive multi-year
taskforces and “white papers” and
take action to solve problems.”

As both a 16-year resident of
Westfield and as a person who has
served in many volunteer capacities,
including the above mentioned white
paper committee, I must say that I am
personally offended by such com-
ments. It also troubles me that in
addition to being negative, the above
comments are misinformed and naïve
with regard to how changes and im-
provements can be effectively imple-
mented.

To set the record straight and, per-
haps, to educate Mr. Regenstreich, I
would like to note that the white pa-
per committee spent many, many
hours working with the mayor and
town council (both Republicans and
Democrats, alike), the department of
public works and others in this com-
munity to make recommendations as
to ways to enhance communication,
customer service and efficiency/pro-
ductivity within the DPW.

By the conclusion of this two-stage
process, the committee made 40 prac-
tical recommendations to meet these
objectives. While no one can hope

Letters to the Editor


