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Freeholders OK $500,192
In Preservation Grants
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders ap-
proved $500,192 in historical-pres-
ervation grants last Thursday for 15
projects in 10 towns, including
Westfield, Fanwood and Cranford.

The funding, which will be made
through the county’s Open Space, Rec-
reation and Historic Preservation Trust
Fund, includes $38,000 for the Reeve
History Center in Westfield, $50,000
for the Patricia M. Kuran Cultural Arts
Center in Fanwood and $8,375 for the
Frazee House in Scotch Plains, accord-
ing to a list of the Preserve Union
County 2007 Grants obtained by The
Westfield Leader and The Times.

Victoria Drake Durbin, administra-
tor of the county’s open-space fund,
said most of the projects involve reha-
bilitation and stabilization of historic
structures. She said the grants were
previously distributed in 2003 and 2005
for roughly the same amount of money.

The list also includes awards to Twin
Maples property in Summit, $38,418;
Terrill House in Rahway, $35,000;
Elizabeth Public Library, $50,000; Lib-
erty Hall Museum in Union, $40,000;
Summit Playhouse, $11,124; George
A. Strong Residence in Plainfield,
$22,150; $38,000 each for the Nathaniel
Drake House in Plainfield, the Oswald
J. Nitschke House in Kenilworth and
the First Presbyterian Church in Eliza-
beth; Hanson House in Cranford,
$40,000; Reeves Reed Arboretum in
Summit, $50,000 and $3,125 for the
fireplace at Hanson Park in Cranford.

The open-space fund, approved by
Union County voters in 2000, as-
sesses a levy of 1.5 cents per $100 of
total equalized real property valua-

tion for 20 years.
The board also approved an $18,150

contract to Netta Architects of Spring-
field “to complete a detailed design of
the reconstruction of the Union County
Fire Training Academy.” As previously
reported by The Leader/Times, the
project includes adding office space
and classrooms at the Linden facility.

During the public-comment portion
of the meeting, Kenilworth resident
John Bury questioned the board on
comments made at last Wednesday’s
candidates’ forum by Freeholder
Adrian Mapp, who was not in atten-
dance on Thursday night. He said Mr.
Mapp listed “corruption and taxes” as
the biggest issues on voters’ minds this
year. Mr. Bury asked for the board’s
comments on the corruption charge.

Freeholder Chairman Bette Jane
Kowalski said she didn’t take the
comment “seriously…because no
information was provided.”

She added, “If other people want to
throw around charges of corruption,
it’s up to them to provide the informa-
tion,” noting that all county employ-
ees abide by the law.

Mr. Bury also asked, “Why did you
bump him off (the county Demo-
cratic line on the election ballot)?”

“He had some change of what he
wanted to do politically,” she said.

Mr. Bury than asked if Mr. Mapp
chose not to run on the Democratic line.

“I think you should ask him,” Ms.
Kowalski responded.

The board went into executive ses-
sion to discuss pending litigation
against the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration over its approval of a new
airspace redesign and discussion of
Union County Improvement Author-
ity asset monetization.

Freeholder Candidates
Debate Open Space, Taxes

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – Seven freeholder can-
didates debated issues ranging from the
county’s open-space fund to county taxes
in a forum sponsored by the League of
Women Voters last Wednesday.

Freeholders Bette Jane Kowalski
and Dan Sullivan, along with running
mate Plainfield Councilman Rayland
Van Blake, participated for the Demo-
crats. Republican John Russitano, Jr.
and Independent candidates Free-
holder Adrian Mapp, Becky McHugh
and George O’Grady partook as well.

Republicans Patricia Quattrocchi,
hospitalized after undergoing emer-
gency surgery, and Robert Reilly did
not attend. In a statement read by
Plainfield GOP Chairwoman Sandy
Spector, Ms. Quattrocchi called the
county a “hidden layer of govern-
ment” that spends $1.3 million a day
“placing an unnecessary burden on
the backs of the taxpayer.”

On the issue of taxes, Mr. Mapp
said the county jail’s budget should
be cut to reduce overtime costs and
stabilize county taxes.

Mr. Sullivan said the county tax
went up 3 percent this year, while
taxes also increased in all towns un-
der GOP majorities.

“So, there really is no Republican
answer to controlling taxes,” he said.
“What we (freeholders) do is work
hard to control the tax rate and the tax
levy. And we work hard on shared
services (with towns).”

Ms. Kowalski said the county is
“looking for every penny that we can
possibly save.” Mr. Russitano said
the county has “too much administra-
tion” and needs “more workers.”

Republican and Independent candi-
dates said one way to reduce taxes would
be to put the county’s open-space fund
on “hiatus,” saying it has a surplus.

Mr. Mapp said the county has “sur-
passed” the amount of acreage the county
intended to preserve when the program
was initiated. Ms. McHugh said most
towns “would be very happy to have a
moratorium placed on their taxes.”

Mr. Russitano said the fund has
“maxed itself out” and that towns should
develop their own trust funds to “spend
the money the way they want.”

“That’s a really bad idea (of halting
the fund),” Mr. Sullivan shot back. He
said county voters “overwhelmingly”
approved the trust fund in 2000. “In
all the years I have been a freeholder,
not once have I ever received a letter”
of opposition to the fund.

Discussing the county superinten-
dent of schools, appointed by the
governor, Mr. Russitano said, “Pa-
tronage jobs are not what we want to
give to somebody.” Mr. Mapp said
those appointed must “have their pulse
on education” and not be “swayed by
party alliances.”

Ms. Kowalski said she hoped candi-
dates “were not trying to impugn the
record of County Superintendent
Carmen Centuolo, who has done an
outstanding job.”

All candidates opposed the
privatization of Runnells Specialized
Hospital, with Mr. Sullivan saying
Runnells ran deficits between $14
and $18 million when the GOP had
the majority. He said under Demo-
crats, Runnells has had a flat budget.

Mr. Russitano said the hospital’s ad-
ministrative costs should be trimmed.

When asked if board members should
receive county cars and paid meals
prior to meetings, Mr. Sullivan said
freeholders “haven’t had cars in years.”

“If you think the freeholders are living
in a lap of luxury, you are sadly mis-
taken,” added Mr. Sullivan, saying board
members eat pizza and sandwiches.

Mr. Russitano said he opposes “ca-
tering” freeholders meetings. “Get a
Snapple if you feel the need.” He said
only emergency personnel should have
cars.

Ms. Kowalski said county officials
travel to conferences “so they can be
informed on what is going on in other
parts of the county.”

In closing, Mr. Mapp called him-
self “an independent voice of bal-
ance, reason and fairness” and vowed
to continue to vote his “conscience,”
regardless of how he is “perceived by
party bosses.”

Ms. McHugh said the Independent
ticket supports term limits for elected
officials, creating freeholder districts and
consolidating county departments to save
money. He also said the ticket wants “to
help our constituents, not ourselves.”

Mr. Sullivan said his opponents
have “no ideas and bad ideas.” “We
(the Democrats) are the party of op-
portunity,” he said.

Mr. Russitano said taxpayers’ money
is being “picked out of their pickets”
by politicians. He asked voters to have
“an open mind and realize that it’s
okay to change” their voting habits.

Ms. Kowalski said Tuesday’s elec-
tion would “come down to a simple
question – ‘Who do you trust to run
county government and to provide
services (to county residents)?’”

Sheriff Candidates Face Off
On Security, Admin. Exper.

PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY – Thirty-year Union
County Sheriff Ralph Froehlich and
independent candidate Charles
Mitchell of Roselle, an Essex County
sheriff’s officer, faced off during a
half-hour League of Women Voters-
sponsored forum last Wednesday in
Cranford. Peter Lijoi of Summit, the
Republican candidate for sheriff, did
not attend.

Noting that he was running on a
“platform for integrity,” Mr. Mitchell
said, “We need a time where indi-
viduals can operate safely against
corruption.”

In response, Mr. Froehlich said the
sheriff’s office is “investigated annu-
ally by the FBI, the State Police and
our auditor” and that his department
has “never had a problem” with any
of these agencies since he has been
sheriff.

“I would hope that my opponent is
not indicating…that there is anything
unethical in my agency. If that’s so, I
would like to see proof of that,” he
said.

Mr. Mitchell said voters are look-
ing for a “new vision” for the county.
He said he wants to be a law enforce-
ment official who “looks out for the
best interest of Union County and of
its citizens.”

Pointing to his shared services ini-
tiatives, Mr. Froehlich said his de-
partment has saved “thousands of tax
dollars for our municipalities.” In
addition, he said the sheriff’s busi-

ness office brings in $2 million in
revenue annually.

On homeland security issues, Mr.
Froehlich said the county has a lot of
interaction with federal and local law
enforcement agencies that helps pro-
tect the county.

 Mr. Mitchell said he would like to
work with the local towns to formu-
late a “constant watch guard” at the
Port of Elizabeth-Newark as well as
major and local airports, which he
said are “vulnerable to a terrorist at-
tack.”

When asked about their supervi-
sory experience, Mr. Mitchell said he
has supervisory roles with housing
authorities in Newark, Hoboken and
Elizabeth as well as with a Baptist
church in Asbury Park, of which he is
a minister.

Prior to becoming sheriff, Mr.
Froehlich said he moved up the ranks
of the Elizabeth Police Department
and that he holds a law enforcement
administrative degree from North-
western University.

On the issue of  gun violence, Mr.
Froehlich pointed to two books he
help write aimed at young childen
and high school students to explain
the dangers of guns and the violence
they can cause.

 Mr. Mitchell said he has been in-
volved in an effort to steer children
away from gangs. He said the pro-
gram has been expanded to other
counties in addition to Essex.

The sheriff’s term runs for three
years.

Paul J. Peyton for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MEETING OF THE MINDS.... Union County Sheriff Ralph Froehlich, left, a
Democrat, and independent candidate, Charles Mitchell, share a light-hearted
moment following last Wednesday’s forum in Cranford as the League of Women
Voters moderator looks on.

Paul J. Peyton for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ABOUT TO SQUARE OFF... Candidates for the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders prepare to debatein Cranford  last Wednesday at a forum sponsored by
the League of Women Voters.


