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Mapp Vows Not to Be a ‘Sheep,’ Says
He Will Challenge County ‘Bosses’

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — After being bounced
earlier this year from the Democratic
line, Freeholder Adrian Mapp heads
the Independent “Clean Up Govern-
ment” slate that appears on Tuesday’s
General Election ballot.

In an interview at The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times of-
fice last Wednesday, Mr.
Mapp said his willingness
“to stand against the county
party, the bosses [and] the
machine” has attracted sup-
porters to his campaign.

He chose to run as an
Independent because he
“didn’t think just walk[ing]
away from the process”
would “be the right thing to
do.”

Speaking on the county
budget, Mr. Mapp said the
freeholders “can do a lot
more to reduce the burden
of property taxes” such as
reducing overtime costs at
the county jail and making
department heads more ac-
countable.

Mr. Mapp said he “took
no comfort in having to vote
against” a $7-million con-
sent-bond ordinance for the
Black United fund (African-American
Fund) pre-school project in Plainfield.

He noted that “no one knows who
the financing agency is” or is familiar
about the project itself. The Union
County Improvement Authority
(UCIA) put forth the ordinance.

He said one board member “indi-
cated that the freeholders are obli-
gated to vote for anything the UCIA
puts before the board.”

Mr. Mapp told The Times, “I think
that is just so wrong …That certainly
shows to me that, in this kind of a
process, the people lose. That’s not
right.”

When asked whether county Demo-

cratic Party Chairman Charlotte
DeFillippo should be the UCIA ex-
ecutive director, Mr. Mapp said, “That
is one of the things that is wrong with
politics…not just in Union County
but across the state. We have so many
counties and municipalities where
there is double dipping, where people
are wearing two hats and three hats,

and I think there ought to be some
limits to the kinds of jobs that they
(county and municipal political party
officials) can hold,” Mr. Mapp said.

When asked if the 9-0 Democratic

majority on the freeholder board has
led to a lack of debate at meetings, the
freeholder said, “All elected officials
have got to muster the strength that
lies within all of us to disagree with
the party bosses and the structure
when necessary, [even] if it means
being smacked down by the party
leadership.”

Citing his own inde-
pendence, he said,
“What I will not do is
just be a sheep...as op-
posed to attempting to
lead and shape the di-
rection of the party and
of the government.”

Speaking of profes-
sional-services con-
tracts, Mr. Mapp said
the current New Jersey
pay-to-play law needs
to be strengthened to
close loopholes that al-
low towns and counties
“to circumvent the pro-
cess” by choosing any-
one who submits a RFP
(request for proposals)
regardless of the amount
they want to charge.

Mr. Mapp said the
state legislature could
help reduce property
taxes by placing a cap

on legal fees charged by attorneys
representing county governments in
lawsuits.

Speaking on county projects be-
fore local town boards, such as the
county public safety building in
Westfield, the freeholder said, “We
(the county) shouldn’t be playing the
role of headmaster, willing to smack
down or discipline the students.”

He said the county has an “obliga-
tion” to listen to its constituents, as it
did during discussions regarding Pon-
derosa Farm in Scotch Plains. After
input from residents, the county ditched
plans for a children’s farm and is now
constructing ball fields on the site.

The freeholder said he wants to see
the State Legislature create freeholder
districts within Union County. Mr.
Mapp’s plan creates six individual
districts and three at-large seats. He
said the system would give each town
two elected freeholders and would help
“rid our county of the dominance that
prevails today” by Democrats.

In closing, Mr. Mapp said voters
should “not be blind slaves or loyal-
ists to the party system…It is very
safe to cross the line.”

Nine Candidates Vie
For Three Freeholder Seats

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH — This Election Day,
Union County voters will choose three
freeholders out of a field of nine,
while three candidates vie for the title
of sheriff.

 The candidates include Democratic
incumbent Freeholders Bette Jane
Kowalski of Cranford, chairwoman of
the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders, Dan Sullivan of Eliza-
beth, an administrator with the New
Jersey Motor Vehicle Commission, and
their running mate, Plainfield City
Council President Rayland Van Blake.

Republicans Patricia Quattrocchi
of Garwood, a job recruiter making
her fourth-consecutive run at free-
holder, Westfield Department of Pub-
lic Works (DPW) employee John
Russitano, Jr. of Westfield and Rob-
ert Reilly of Winfield Park, who un-
successfully ran for freeholder in
2003, will challenge them.

In addition to the Democratic and
Republican lines, an Independent
slate, dubbed Clean Up Government,
will run against the freeholders.

Independent candidates include
current Freeholder Adrian Mapp of
Plainfield, who serves as Roselle’s
chief financial officer, Becky McHugh
of Linden, a learning-disabilities
teacher, and George O’Grady, a com-

munity-attendance liaison. Both can-
didates are emplyed by the Elizabeth
Board of Education.

Voters elected Mr. Mapp, who ran on
the Democratic ticket, to the freeholder
board three years ago, but he fell out of
favor with county party leaders this
year and was bounced by the ticket in
favor of Mr. Van Blake, a financial
analyst and professional actor.

The sheriff’s race pits 30-year vet-
eran Sheriff Ralph Froehlich against
GOP challenger Peter Lijoi of Summit
and Independent candidate Charles
Mitchell, Sr. of Roselle, an Essex
County sheriff’s officer and Baptist
church minister in Asbury Park.

This year’s election campaign has
focused on issues ranging from taxes
and county spending, the Open Space,
Recreation, and Historic Trust Fund,
county no-bid and/or professional-ser-
vices contracts, county lawsuits, shared
services with municipalities and
county matching grants given to towns.

Democrats have held a 9-0 com-
mand of the freeholder board since
1998 and have won every election
since 1995. Democrats hold a 85,522
to 36,705 advantage in registration
county-wide, with 259,892 unaffili-
ated and 62 Independent voters, ac-
cording to the latest voter-registra-
tion statistics on the website of the
Union County Board of Elections.

ACCESS GRANTED…The Union County Freeholders present a $30,000 grant to
Scotch Plains recreation officials, Mayor Martin Marks and Councilman Jeff
Strauss on October 23. From left to right, are Freeholder Al Mirabella, Jim Walsh,
Freeholder Chairwoman Bette Jane Kowalski, Freeholder Dan Sullivan, Mayor
Marks, Scotch Plains Director of Parks/Recreation Ray Poerio, Recreation
Chairman Ed Zazzali and Mr. Strauss, council liaison to the commission.

David B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
COLOR ME MINE…Senior musicians and color guard from the Scotch Plains Fanwood High School (SPFHS) Marching
Band will be honored, along with seniors from the SFPHS fall athletic programs and their parents/guardians, on Thursday,
November 22, at the final SPFHS football game of the regular season. The SPFHS Marching Band captured first place in
Group 6A at multiple major competitions across the state. Most recently, the Raider Marching Band placed first in Group
6A at the Central Jersey Regional Championships held on October 21 at The College of New Jersey. Durand Thomas, John
Gillick and Charles Jackson direct the Raider Marching Band, while Beth Tumolo directs the color guard. Above, the
marching band and color guard participate during a Saturday football tilt between Scotch Plains and Union last month.

Four Fanwood Candidates Battle
For Two Seats on Borough Council

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for  The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Borough voters head
to the polls on Election Day this Tuesday
to fill two seats on the borough council;
in addition, Mayor Colleen Mahr, a
Democrat, is running unopposed for a
second four-year term. Democrats hold
6-0 majority on the council. Council
seats run for three years.

Republicans Anthony Parenti and
Joel Stroz are challenging Democratic
incumbents Katherine Mitchell and
William Populus.

Mayor Mahr said this is the first
time in Fanwood’s history that there
has been an uncontested mayoral race.

“I view that as validation of all the
hard work, countless projects we com-
pleted and the historic redevelopment
efforts happening along South Av-
enue,” Mayor Mahr said.

“Regardless of running unopposed,
I have worked just as hard during this
election season and have been actively

walking our neighborhoods since early
September,” the mayor added.

Ms. Mitchell, a semi-retired regis-
tered nurse and a Fanwood resident
for more than 50 years, has served on
the borough council since 1999; she
is currently council president.

Ms. Mitchell said continuing
progress on redevelopment has been a
central issue of her campaign.

“Because that’s how we’re going to
increase our tax base and get some tax
relief for our residents,” she said.

Mr. Parenti, Fanwood’s former po-
lice chief, who also directed the Union
County Police Academy, listed taxes
as central to his campaign.

“(Taxes) are going up too much and
too fast,” Mr. Parenti said. He also
listed the proposed library consolida-
tion and redevelopment as key issues.

 “If [an idea or program] fits in
Fanwood, regardless of what it is, and
if it’s good for the people, I’m for it;
if it doesn’t fit, I’m against it,” Mr.

Parenti said. “If I’m elected, I will
reach out to the people before making
a decision as much as possible,” he
said.

Mr. Populus, who runs his own
real-estate and finance company,
served on the borough council from
1993 to 1999 and was also a member
of the borough’s planning board for
seven years. He returned to the coun-
cil earlier this year, replacing Coun-
cilman Joseph Higgins, who resigned
unexpectedly for personal reasons.

Mr. Populus highlighted the impor-
tance of pursuing grant money and
limiting property taxes as the key is-
sues of his campaign.

“Taxes are always a problem; they
went up this year, and we know they’re
going to go up next year and that is
largely because of state mandates,” he
told The Times. “We’ll just keep look-
ing around [for ways] to help offset
that and still improve services.”

Mr. Stroz, an attorney, previously
served on the borough’s Strategic Plan
Advisory Committee.

In his campaign, Mr. Stroz has fre-
quently emphasized that the mayor’s
office and all six council seats are
currently held by Democrats, resulting
in what he calls a “group-think mental-
ity.”

“We’re trying to return Fanwood to
a two-party government,” Mr. Stroz
said.

“A lot of people don’t realize the
things that are going on in
town…they’re getting one-sided, very
controlled information from the [bor-
ough] council,” Mr. Stroz added.

Fanwood has nearly 4,800 regis-
tered voters, nearly 2,800 of which
are unaffiliated with a political party.
Republicans hold a slight edge, 1,110-
967, in party affiliated voters, accord-
ing to the Union County Board of
Elections website.
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Wayne Baker for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PRINCETON JUNCTION...Last Thursday evening, Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School held college night in the gymnasium. Student Carrie Salem, third
from left, along with her mother and brother, speak with Tom Loop, a represen-
tative of Princeton University.

Fall Back!Fall Back!Fall Back!Fall Back!Fall Back!
Daylight Saving Time Ends

Sunday, November 4, 2 a.m.

District 21, 22 Incumbents Seek
To Retain Seats in Tuesday Elections

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – Voters go to the polls next
Tuesday with all 120 legislative seats
in Trenton up for grabs and Republi-
cans hoping to narrow the Democrats’
22-18 majority in the State Senate and
50-30 advantage in the Assembly.

While historically, the party in con-
trol of the State Legislature loses seats
in non-gubernatorial election years,
Assemblyman Joseph Cryan of Union,
the chairman of the New Jersey Demo-
cratic State Committee, told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, “It’s safe to say
that we’ll break tradition” next week.

All incumbents in Districts 21 and
22 seek new terms. Democratic Sena-
tor Nicholas Scutari of Linden, a former
Union County freeholder, seeks re-
election to the District 22 seat he won

in 2003. Republican Rose McConnell,
a former Somerset County freeholder
and a former North Plainfield Council
member, opposes him.

Democrats Linda Stender
(Fanwood), elected to the Assembly
in 2001, and Jerry Green (Plainfield),
serving his eighth term, seek re-elec-
tion. Republicans Bryan DesRochers,
who ran unsuccessfully for Rahway
City Council last year, and Robert
Gatto, who twice ran unsuccessfully
for North Plainfield Borough Coun-
cil, oppose them.

Mr. Cryan said Democrats are “very,
very optimistic” about retaining all
three District 22 seats next Tuesday.

District 22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Clark, Linden, Rahway and
Plainfield in Union County, as well as
a few towns in Middlesex County.

Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R-Westfield)
seeks a third full term to the District
21 seat to which he was first ap-
pointed in 2003. Opposing him is
Democrat Gina Genovese, a former
mayor of Long Hill Township.

Assemblymen Jon Bramnick (R-
Westfield), first elected in 2003, and
Eric Munoz (R-Summit), who has
served since 2001, seek new terms.
Democrats Norman Albert, a former
Cranford Township committeeman and
mayor, and Bruce Bergen of Spring-
field, who ran for Congress in 1990 and
the State Assembly in 2005, challenge
them. Two Green Party candidates, Ryan
Reyes and George DeCarlo, also are on
the Assembly ballot.

Mr. Cryan said he is “somewhat
optimistic” about the District 21 races
because of “tightening polls” and
singled out Ms. Genovese, saying that
“she has run a tremendous campaign.”

District 21 includes Westfield, Ber-
keley Heights, Cranford, Garwood,
Mountainside, New Providence,
Roselle Park, Springfield, Summit,
Westfield and sections of Essex, Mor-
ris and Somerset Counties.

Calls to state Republican Party of-
ficials were not returned.

Election Campaign 2007Election Campaign 2007Election Campaign 2007Election Campaign 2007Election Campaign 2007

New Jersey VotesNew Jersey VotesNew Jersey VotesNew Jersey VotesNew Jersey Votes
Tuesday, November 6, 2007Tuesday, November 6, 2007Tuesday, November 6, 2007Tuesday, November 6, 2007Tuesday, November 6, 2007

MAPPING OUT A PLAN...Freeholder Adrian Mapp, right, dis-
cusses ideas for reforming county government with Times editor
Paul Peyton. Watch the full interview at goleader.com/video.

Publisher’s Note
Thank you for reading this edition

of The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.
Each year on the Thursday prior to
Election Day, we mail this special
edition to inform and encourage ev-
eryone to vote. Fanwood has munici-
pal elections for mayor and two coun-
cil seats. Everyone in the borough
has been mailed a copy of this news-
paper. There are no Scotch Plains
municipal elections this year.

Statewide, all 120 seats in the leg-
islature are up for election. Fanwood
and Scotch Plains are in District 22;
residents will vote for a state senator
and two state assemblypersons. Union
County residents will elect three free-
holders and a sheriff.

This edition contains extensive
information about the candidates
and their statements. The candi-
dates have worked hard, and we
thank them for participating in this
edition. More information is avail-
able on our Internet site at
goleader.com. Video interviews
with many of the candidates are
also available on our website.

Voter turnout has been declining
in the state and that is worrisome.
Please spend the time to read and
study the candidates and questions
on the ballot before heading to the
polls. We urge you vote this Tues-
day, November 6. Polls are open
from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m.

For those residents who are not
subscribers, we ask that you be-
come one. We will earn your trust
each week.

Horace Corbin


