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No. 1 Blue Devil Boys Grab
Group 4 Tennis Crown

The No. 1-Ranked Westfield High
School boys tennis team took two
more steps toward its goal of winning
the Tournament of Champions sched-
uled for today, May 31, by winning
the Group 4 title at Mercer County
Park in West Windsor on May 24. The
Blue Devils knocked off Ridgewood,
4.5-0.5 in the Group 4 semifinals
before nipping No. 3 West Windsor-
Plainsboro South (WWPS), 3-2, in
the title match.

The Blue Devil boys received a
first round bye and were scheduled to
face the winner of the Non-Public A
champ St. Augustine and Group 2
champ Tenafly match on May 30.
Group 3 champion Moorestown,
ranked fifth, was scheduled to play
the winner of the Non-Public B champ
Newark Academy and Group 1 champ
Dayton match.

The Blue Devils cruised with rela-
tive ease over Ridgewood in their
semis match. Kevin Shallcross won
his first set, 6-4, and was behind, 1-2,
in the second set against Adriel

Borshansky to settle for a draw at first
singles. Ravi Netravali stopped
Cameron Rudd, 6-1, 7-5, at second
singles and James Chu crunched Jon
Horn, 6-1, 6-2, at third singles. Dean
Thompson and Akis Evangelidis won
in two sets, 6-4, 6-1, over Quentin
Sengun and Walt Green at first
doubles. Graeme Stahl and Justin
Snyder blitzed Jonathan Emont and
Marcos Lutterbach, 6-0, 6-0, at sec-
ond doubles.

The Group 4 title match with
WWPS was much more difficult but
the Blue Devils prevailed, 3-2. Leland
Richardson nipped Shallcross in three
sets, 3-6, 6-3, 7-5. Netravali pulled
out a grueling, 6-7 (5-7), 7-6 (7-5), 6-
4, victory over Stewart Fernandez to
clinch the match. Steven Fernandez
defeated Chu, 6-3, 7-5. Losing their
first set of the season, Thompson and
Evangelidis won in three sets over
Piray Sekar and Junjiro Mori, 6-3, 6-
7 (5-7), 7-5. Stahl and Snyder de-
feated Ben Cornfield and Demetri
Vrahnos, 6-0, 7-6 (7-2).

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Prom Night Memories
Still Shine On Brightly

Why my parents, Honey and Hob,
ever thought their 12-year-old son —
the one who couldn’t get enough of
Little Richard, Chuck Berry, Buddy
Holly, Jerry Lee Lewis, Elvis Presley
and Billy Haley and his Comets on the
radio, the one who played baseball all
spring and summer, football in the fall
and basketball in the winter — would
want to attend dancing school is an-
other story for another day.

It ended up in chaos, as I could’ve
told them, if they had ever asked.

But, despite the fact that (I’m Just
Looney For) Barbara Rooney, future
cheerleader captain Diane Wingerter
and Wilma Hurwitz, the original sev-
enth-grade hotty, would all be there,
attending dancing class was just not
something that my buddy Dave Kenny
and I wanted to do. Every week I’d
leave the house with my parents think-
ing I was off to dance class, and every
week Dave and I would just hang out,
talking rock and roll or sports. I heard
he later was in a band and also worked
as a disc jockey after graduating from
Rumson-Fair Haven High School.

I must have attended an occasional
dance class, although I can’t recall it.
But it wasn’t until the final week that
the head teacher at the class called my
parents, asking why I wasn’t at the big
shindig she’d prepared for the finale.
Next thing you know, all the police in
Fair Haven, Rumson, Red Bank and
Little Silver are combing the streets,
looking for who knows what, possibly
a runaway or maybe (gasp!) a kidnap-
ping.

Let’s be serious for a minute. Danc-
ing was one thing. If you wanted Dave
or me to dance (i.e., the jitterbug) with
some girl to Little Richard, Chuck,
Jerry Lee, Elvis, etc., no problem. And
it didn’t get any better than dancing to
the Platters or Penguins, slow-style,
with Wilma Hurwitz. Not in seventh
grade it didn’t.

But dancing school?
Anyhow, eventually I got tired of

hiding in the trees and in people’s
backyards, so I headed home to face
the music. My parents were exasper-
ated: Honey because the police had
been called to find her juvenile delin-
quent son, and the Hobber because he
was out whatever amount of money
for the dancing school.

I got to thinking about all this one
day last winter, when Colin (Don’t
Call Me Matt Damon) Sullivan told
me at swim practice that Casey El
Koury was his girlfriend and he was
going to take her to the prom. It is now
two days until Colin and Casey (and
hundreds of others) get all spiffed up

for their prom, have pictures taken for
each of their perennial photo albums,
and head off to a night/weekend they’ll
likely remember their entire lives.

I know I still remember my senior-
year prom night like it was yesterday,
not 44 years ago. Several of my sup-
posed friends had talked me into go-
ing, and even set me up, sort of, with
a girl whose name I forget. I think she
was in my English class and was a
redhead and is now married and a
grandmother living in Sicily.

And I was OK with the idea … until
I found out that the Saturday night of
the prom experience (the dance itself
was Friday night) was also “Willie
Mays Night” at the Polo Grounds.
Willie Mays, the great centerfielder of
the New York Giants, who became the
San Francisco Giants back around the
time I was skipping out at dancing
school back in 1958, coming back to
the Polo Grounds to face the Mets.
And now the Mets had Duke Snider,
the great centerfielder of the great
Brooklyn Dodgers teams of the great
1950s, who had been acquired prior to
the 1963 season. He was at the end of
his ride, but was still wildly popular in
New York. And wasn’t Willie Mays
born in Westfield? (OK, Westfield,
Alabama.)

So … Prom?  Willie Mays Night?
Prom?

WILLIE MAYS NIGHT?
A night of dancing to the music of

the Andy Wells Orchestra at the “Ara-
bian Nights” themed-prom, followed
by a weekend of mirth at the Jersey
Shore, or Willie Mays Night at the
Polo Grounds? Seriously, who
wouldn’t have made the same choice?

I joined the nearly 50,000 who
packed the Polo Grounds, sitting in
the upper deck down the leftfield line.
And it was a beautiful night for a
beautiful game on the beautiful natu-
ral grass of a beautiful (once upon a
time anyhow) ballpark. The Mets lost
5-3 but The Dook hit a pair of home
runs to semi-upstage The Say-Hey
Kid. And it was great to be a part of the
atmosphere in the upper decks at the
Polo Grounds, with the cigar and ciga-
rette smoke and hot dogs covered in
Gulden’s spicy brown mustard. (That
was back in the days when I thought
professional sports were something
worth following.)

That’s just how Saturday nights were
back then. Most Friday and Saturday
nights in that era found me with my
pals John Schneider and Don
Mokrauer in my basement at 712
Embree Crescent playing Ping Pong,
and listening to Murray the K and

Cousin Brucie play the records that
are now considered “oldies” on my
little a.m. radio.

I can still remember Murray the K
playing a slow song and talking about
“taking your girlfriend submarine race
watching.” I had no idea what the heck
he was talking about, but it was Murray
the K, and so whatever it was, it must’ve
been cool. It wasn’t until years later
that I happily discovered what “subma-
rine race watching” was, and that it was
something a boy did in a car … with a
girl … at a place like Echo Lake Park.

If only I’d known about submarine
race watching when Wilma Hurwitz
was around!

THIS AND THAT
The WHS baseball team won a wild

8-7 come-from-behind nailbiter at top-
seeded Bayonne last Friday, and earned
a spot in the sectional semifinals Tues-
day (too late for deadline) at Phillipsburg,
in what promised to be another wild one.
It was believed to be the first baseball
meeting between the two longtime base-
ball towns. The winner plays tomorrow
in the sectional final against the Edison-
Columbia winner.

In a coaching matchup of former
WHS football/wrestling/lacrosse
teammates, Ridge (under Ken Marsh,
Class of ’90) knocked off WHS (Gerry
Benaquista, ’89) by a 10-4 score in the
state Group 3 lacrosse semifinals. The
game was won by the Ridge goalie,
whose 17 saves included maybe 10 to
12 from point-blank range.

After capturing its first state Group
4 title since 1988 with a wildly intense
3-2 victory over West Windsor-
Plainsboro South, the WHS tennis
team had a match yesterday in the
Tournament of Champions. With a
win, the Blue Devils would be playing
today in the T of C final, most likely
against Moorestown.

Congrats to WHS tracksters Adam
Bergo and Brandon Heroux, who cap-
tured the high jump and javelin, re-
spectively, at last week’s sectional
meet. Those two along with Alex
Tarlow, Evan Friedman and Malcolm
Allen give coach Jack Martin, which
finished a solid third, a strong nucleus
for next season.

After a wonderful 4-0 eight-inning
win over a Scotch Plains team that had
posted four straight shutouts coming in,
WHS came up flat in its sectional opener
and lost 5-0 to J.P. Stevens. Lindsay
Brown and Jen LaSpata will be tough to
replace, but most of Tara Pignoli’s team
returns, and the jayvees were county
champions, so the future is bright.

ON THIS DATE
1935: WHS’s Bob Wilkinson shoots

a 79-68-147 to win the state individual
golf title.

AROUND THIS DATE
June 2, 1955: Former WHS all-stater

John Chironna is named head football
coach at SP-F.

June 2, 1960: Richie Anderson
outduels Harry Linderoth as WHS
beats Cranford 1-0 in 12 innings.

June 4, 1966: Parsippany scores
twice on a suicide squeeze bunt in the
bottom of the ninth to stun WHS and
ace Donny (Big D) Anderson 2-1 in
the semifinals of the Greater Newark
Tournament.

June 5, 1965: Greg Chlan pitches all
12 innings in a 2-1 win over Union in
a Greater Newark Tournament semifi-
nal. Chuck Hood’s single scores Bobby
Flynn with the winning run.

June 6, 1942: Dick Thomas and
Steve Stockslager win 6-3, 1-6, 6-4 in
the decisive second doubles match as
WHS beats Rutherford 3-2 for the
state Group 3 tennis title.

June 6, 1963: Jeff Torborg, Rutgers
baseball All-American and Dean’s
List, marries Sue Barber, former Miss
New Jersey and Douglass Valedicto-
rian in a wedding of WHS graduates.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s free sub from Al the

Owner at Westfield Subs (261 South
Avenue East) goes to Ravi Netravali.
The junior tennis player had it all on his
shoulders last week in the state Group
4 final against West Windsor-Plainsboro
South. With WHS leading 2-1 he was in
a brutally intense match with Stewart
Fernandez. Since the match was held in
West Windsor (Mercer County Park),
there was a distinct home-court advan-
tage due to the many WW-P South fans
who were cheering for their Pirates. It
was an old-fashioned Davis Cup-type
match between one loud, rowdy and
demonstrative player (think of
Fernandez as Jimmy Connors) against
a stoic opponent (think of Netravali as
Bjorn Borg). In the brutal heat, Netravali
hung toughest, for a decisive 6-7, 7-6,
6-4 triumph.

Note: This is the final Devil of the
Week for the school year. Next week
we will present the first Devil of the
Year. The winner will have his/her
choice of the following: lunch for four
at Max’s hot dogs in Long Branch,
lunch for four at the Frenchtown Café
(that’s two of the Den’s favorite hang-
outs), or tickets for four to a Trenton
Thunder game.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
scholastic year. Contact us with com-
ments, complaints and story ideas at
bj1019@aol.com. GO DEVILS!

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BLUE DEVIL JV UNION COUNTY CHAMPIONS…The Westfield High School
JV softball team won the Union County title with a, 1-0 victory over Union and
recorded a 16-3 season record. The victorious Blue Devil girls’ team coached by
William Matthews included, Meg Boersig, Tessa Bohman, Sara Connery, Katie
Esler, Christine Feldbauer, Alex Glodin, Joanne Khadaran, Jackie La Spata,
Marisa Palestino, Lauren Posluszny, Christy Riccuiti, Brittany Van Sickle,
Krissy Wendel and Jamie Wisniewski.

Edison Intermediate 8th-Graders
Finish Perfect 13-0 Baseball Season

The Edison Intermediate School
(EIS) eighth-grade baseball team,
coached by David Duelks, finished
the season with a perfect 13-0
record. The team defeated Terrill
and Park Middle School from
Scotch Plains, Orange and Hillside
Avenue Middle School from
Cranford, St. Bart’s School from
Scotch Plains, Summit, Irvington,
Plainfield, McManus from Linden
(twice), Union (twice) and Soehl
Middle School from Linden. This
is Coach Duelks’ fourth undefeated

team in nine years as coach of the
EIS team and his overall record
stands at 105-12-2.

Team members from the 2007
squad are: James Barry, Pat Bergin,
Will Cronen, Brian Duffy, Justin
Erickson, Bobby Ferraro, Steven
Forgash, Edison Gao, Spencer
Goldin, Dan Kerr, Ben Kraus, Tony
Mastrocola, Aris Psyhojos, Matt
Rivera, Steven Santiago, Bryan
Reilly, John Randazzo, Justin
White and Dan Wickens, and bat
boy Eric Merz.

Coldwell Banker®, Since 1906, America's Premier Real Estate Company

Denotes Open House

Coldwell Banker Home Loans
888-317-5416
Concierge Services 800-353-9949
Global Relocation Services  877-384-0033
Previews International Estates Division  800-575-0952

Mobility Broker Network

www.ColdwellBankerMoves.com

Westfield 908-233-5555
209 Central Avenue

Some people think just any real estate company will do.
Others expect more.

Cranford

Clark

Westfield
Fabulous cape in Brookside School District, on a 200’ deep
lot at the end of a cul de sac.  3 bedrooms, 1.1 baths.
WSF0276

Beautifully appointed 9 room, 4+bedroom traditional
Center Hall Colonial.  Equisite kitchen, 2.2 baths.  Shows
like a model.  WSF0291

OPEN HOUSE: Sun. 6/03 1-4PM - 5 Rainbow Dr.
Custom built 8 yr old brickfront colonial.  6 bedrooms, 3
baths.  Over 1/3 acre.  DIR: Madison Hill Rd., Rainbow
Dr.  WSF0311

Spacious charming home on large fenced property with
sprinkler system.  6 bedrooms, 3.1 baths, formal dining
room & more. WSF0418

Cranford

© 2006 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

$484,900

$1,099,500 $849,900

$899,900 Cranford
Buyer or contractor needs to complete this mostly reno-
vated 3 bedroom colonial.  Newer kitchen & bath, large
lot. WSF0403

$450,000

Scotch Plains
OPEN HOUSE: Sun. 5/20 1-4pm - 5 Marion Ln. Custom
4 bedroom colonial.  Numerous upgrades and special
features.  DIR: Raritan Rd-Black Birch, lf on Marion.
WSF0432

$1,250,000

Devil of the Week
Ravi Netravali

Tennis


