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Park 8th-Graders Bring Spain to Classroom;
BOE Announces New Middle-School Schedule

By JESSICA E. JASKULA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Five eighth-
grade students from Park Middle
School and their Spanish teacher,
Meina Montalbano, began Thursday’s
meeting of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education by pre-
senting a project that they have been
working on.

The students were asked to plan an
imaginary trip to Spain, taking a
hands-on approach to every aspect
of travel, including research on the
desired city locations, making (and
sticking to) a budget, flight reserva-
tions, entertainment, dining and cul-
tural differences ranging from lan-
guage and literature to shopping.
Students chose six cities in Spain
that they would like to visit during
their travels and plan their vacation
from there.

Ms. Montalbano said that the as-
signment was a way to familiarize

students with not only the Spanish
language, but also with cultural char-
acteristics unique to Spain.

“Language cannot be taught with-
out culture embedded into the back-
ground,” she said. “This challenges
students and helps them find solu-
tions to real-world problems.”

While students are expected to
document most of their findings
throughout the process, final require-
ments include a journal, in which
students can share their thoughts,
questions or what they learned, and
a Power Point presentation that
should help their Internet research
skills.  Students are provided with

Construction Gets Underway
For New Charlie Brown’s

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Work on
replacing the Charlie Brown’s
Steakhouse in Scotch Plains began
last week. Ray Chmiel, a vice presi-
dent with Charlie Brown’s, said the
company still expects to meet its La-
bor Day opening target. The restau-
rant was destroyed in an early morn-
ing fire on January 24.

The spring’s wet weather prevented
a scheduled April 16 groundbreaking
ceremony, which was not resched-
uled. Weather was not the only hurdle
the company needed to clear – the
initial design for the new building
was rejected by the Scotch Plains
Planning Board in March as “looking
like a shopping center,” according to
Mr. Chmiel.

Mr. Chmiel said the design was
adjusted in informal meetings fol-
lowing the planning board’s initial
rejection. Once adjusted to compen-

sate for the board’s concerns, the
revised design received board ap-
proval.

Mr. Chmiel said area residents
would likely see activity, but little
change, at the site for weeks while
foundation work is occurring. He es-
timated it would be about six weeks
until new framing makes the progress
at the site more apparent.

The design of the restaurant is a
blend of both traditional and modern
elements, Mr. Chmiel said. The left
side and colonnaded entry pay hom-
age to the area’s Colonial past, with
design elements such as clapboard
and red brick. The right side’s exte-
rior will be more modern looking,
with a stuccoed exterior and win-
dows with large curved awnings above
them for a Palladian appearance.

Mr. Chmiel expressed the
company’s appreciation of customer
loyalty and its interest in seeing the
restaurant rebuilt quickly.

Residents Continue to Voice
Reservations About Subdivision

By MICHELLE BUCCOLA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Residents contin-
ued to express their concerns regard-
ing a major subdivision proposed by
Woodcliff Inc. at 7 Beverly Avenue at
the May 23 borough planning board
meeting.

The discussion, continued from the
board’s April 25 meeting, centered
on the amount of storm-water runoff
that would be created by the pro-
posed four-home development.

Professional Engineer Robert
Freud of EKA Associates outlined
the applicant’s plan to accommodate
the runoff. The original application
included a center island in the middle
of the cul-de-sac, which would have
assisted in runoff management. After
concerns about the center island were

raised at the previous meeting, the
applicant revised the plans by remov-
ing it.

Instead, Woodcliff will create a
fifth, uninhabited lot on which will sit
a retention basin. This basin will hold
excess water during heavy downpours
and release it at a slower rate. Addi-
tionally, the basin will contain an
“aquafilter,” which will strain out silt
and other impurities.

Mr. Freud said current New Jersey
Department of Environmental Pro-

tection requirements stipulate that
new developments must not only
maintain current levels of storm run-
off but must decrease it by 20 percent.
According to Mr. Freud, the
applicant’s plan would meet this re-
quirement, thus reducing the likeli-
hood of flooding the Cedar Brook,
which is where the retention basin
would egress. He said there are no
retention basins in Fanwood. He said
the basin was necessary to handle

Marine Band Highlights
SP-F Memorial Day Parade

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — One of the
larger crowds in recent memory
packed Park and Martine Avenues for
Monday’s Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Memorial Day parade, the highlight
of which was  the Albany Marine
Corps Band, which joined hundreds
of marchers on the 1.3-mile parade
route from downtown Scotch Plains
to LaGrande Park in Fanwood.

Threatening early morning skies
began to clear as the Reverend John
Neilson delivered the invocation from
the gazebo at Alan Augustine Park at
the corner of Park Avenue and Front
Street in a tableau straight out of a
Norman Rockwell painting.

Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks
— joined by the township council,
Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr and
the borough council, Assemblywoman
Linda Stender and Union County Free-
holder Alexander Mirabella — wel-
comed the Albany, Ga.-based Marine
Band, which played a free concert on
Sunday evening at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School and kicked off
the ceremonies on Monday morning
with the National Anthem.

In his remarks, Mayor Marks said
it was “fitting and proper to not only
honor the memories of the fallen, but
also to remember the sacrifices of the
brave men and women who have
served and continue to serve” in the
armed forces. He asked residents to
“not forget the sacrifice of military
families who bid an uncertain
goodbye to their loved ones, live with-
out them for so many months, assume
the responsibility for physical and
emotional care upon their return and
in far too many cases have nothing
more than a neatly folded American
flag and a shortened lifetime of memo-

ries when all is said and done.”
Noting that “in days gone by, when

America found itself at war, we as a
nation were called upon to make sac-
rifices at home regardless of whether
we were called on to serve in the
military or if we had loved ones fight-
ing abroad. When America was at war,
every American felt it and sacrificed
each and every day.” This time, things
are different, Mayor Marks said. “Now,
America is not at war. Rather, America
is at the office, at school, at the mall, at
the golf course or at the beach. Today,
it is the American military and their

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TEAMWORK...The U.S. Marine Corps Band performs for the large crowd during Monday’s annual Memorial Day Parade.
See additional parade photos at goleader.com/photos.

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
REMEMBERING FALLEN VETS...Above, Members of American Legion Post
209 fire a salute in memory of fallen veterans of the U.S. Armed Services; EASY
RIDER...Below, Don Wussler chauffeurs Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr (left)
and council members Kathy Mitchell and Joe Higgins (right) at the Memorial Day
parade on Monday.

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
IN CONCERT...The Albany Marine Corps Band performs before a packed
auditorium at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School last Sunday evening.

Internet links as a base to start their
research. Ms. Montalbanosaid stu-
dents work in groups to give every-
one an opportunity to reach outside
of their circle and work together.

“Students with higher academics
can motivate others to make a suc-
cessful project together,” she said.

Eighth-graders Brianna Mahoney,
Stephanie Robak, Ashley Romans,
Harmeet Sohal and Beverly Zayas
each took to the microphone to de-
scribe their individual tasks for the
assignment.

According to Brianna, one of their
most challenging tasks was dealing

Freeholders OK $414.4-Mil.
Budget; Taxes Up 5.27 Percent

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH – The Union County
freeholders on Thursday night adopted
a $414.4-million budget that calls for
taxes to be increased in 18 of the 21
municipalities as part of a $238.6-
million tax levy. County taxes will
jump 5.27 percent, or $11.6 million –
about $66 per household countywide.
Taxes will drop in Garwood and
Winfield and will remain flat in Union.

Prior to adopting the budget, the free-
holders approved a resolution to amend
the spending plan by utilizing $800,000
in previously held escrow monies as a
revenue item, thus reducing the tax levy
that had been $239.4 million.

Freeholder Al Mirabella, chairman
of the board’s fiscal committee, said
the county has been “working for
some time on getting this money back”
from Blue Cross Blue Shield. He said
the insurance monies were freed up
out of escrow to be used to reduce the
county tax increase over last year.

Under the revised tax levy, the county
purpose tax for Westfield will be $23.6
million, an increase of $1,187,902 over
last year. The average assessed home in
Westfield would pay $2,298 in county
taxes, or $123 over last year. Scotch

Plains taxpayers will pay $13.7 mil-
lion, a hike of $791,604, with the
homeowners paying an average of
$1,679. The county tax in Fanwood
will be $3.8 million, or $183,771 over
last year, with homeowners paying
$1,413, or $68 over last year.

Mountainside will pay $6.2 million,
an increase of $155,348, with taxpay-
ers paying $2,094, or $56 per house-
hold over last year. County purpose
taxes will drop in Garwood by $101,854,
to $2.01 million, with taxpayers seeing
a decrease of $54, to $1,115.

Elizabeth will pay the highest over-
all tax, at $27.5 million, followed by
Union, $23.9 million, Summit, $23.8
million, and Westfield.

Locally, average assessments are
$181,500 in Westfield, $121,000 in
Scotch Plains, $85,000 in Fanwood,
$100,000 in Garwood and $160,600
in Mountainside.

In addition to the county tax, the
public information department also pro-
vided numbers for the open-space tax.
Westfield will pay an average of $105,
an $8 increase over 2006. Other towns
are as follows: Scotch Plains, $75, $6
over last year; Fanwood, $63, a $4
increase; Garwood, $50, down a dollar,
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GOP to Run Write-In Campaign
For District 22 Legislative Race
By JENNA NIERSTEDT

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – This Tuesday’s Primary
races in legislative districts 20, 21
and 22, covering Union County, fea-
ture candidates for the State Senate
and General Assembly, as well as
local council and mayoral positions.
Few contain competitive races. State-
wide, there are eight competitive Sen-

ate races and nine challenged Assem-
bly races.

Registered voters who have desig-
nated themselves as Democrats or
Republicans, have previously voted in
a Primary of the party of their choice,
or have never voted in a Primary may
take part in the June Primary.

Locally, Union County Republi-
can Chairman Phil Morin said the

22nd legislative district, which in-
cludes Scotch Plains and Fanwood,
would feature a Republican write-in
campaign for the vacant State Senate
and General Assembly seats for the
Republican line on the November
ballot. Under state Primary rules, if
no candidate has filed by the April 9
deadline, the Primary candidate who
receives at least 100 votes becomes
the official candidate and will run for
election in November.

The Republican Committee has
endorsed Rose McConnell of North
Plainfield for the GOP State Senate
chairman. If Ms. McConnell gets the
nod, she would face the winner of the
Democratic Primary between incum-
bent Nicholas Scutari of Linden and
challenger William Campbell of
North Plainfield.

Mr. Morin said he believes Ms.
McConnell has a chance in Novem-
ber because of the “questions raised”
about an information subpoena served
to Mr. Scutari’s office earlier in the
year regarding the widening federal
investigation into grants awarded to
organizations.

The district’s General Assembly
candidates are incumbent Democrats
Jerry Green and Linda Stender and
Republican Bryan Des Rochers. Mr.
Morin said the Union County Repub-
lican Committee has endorsed Rob-
ert Gatto of North Plainfield as the
GOP write-in candidate to run in
November with Mr. Des Rochers.

When reached by The Times, Mr.
Des Rochers said he thought it was
“important to have a full tank” on the
ticket and welcomed Mr. Gatto as “a
great complement” to his campaign.

Both Mr. Morin and Mr. Des Rochers
said they believed the GOP candidates
for General Assembly would have a
good chance at defeating Ms. Stender
and Mr. Green in November.

“I see Green as the more vulnerable
of the two,” said Mr. Morin. “He con-
sistently voted against legislation that
would support unions. I think that both
Bryan and Robert, with strong union
backgrounds, will garner support from
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Victoria McCabe for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ROLL OUT THE GREEN CARPET...Andrew Shue, left, organized a special
premiere of “Gracie,” parts of which were filmed in Westfield, at the Maplewood
Theater on Tuesday night. The film, about a high-schooler chasing her dream of
playing soccer, was inspired by the life of Elisabeth Shue. Above, stars Andrew
Shue, Carly Schroeder and Elisabeth Shue and director Davis Guggenheim
attend the “green carpet” premiere. See additional photos at goleader.com/
photos; look for a special feature in next week’s Arts & Entertainment section.


