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POLICE BLOTTER

SHARING THE NEWS...Tom Sloan, left, of Westfield shares his copy of The
Westfield Leader newspaper with a friendly passerby in Istanbul, Turkey two
weeks ago. In turn, Mr. Sloan reads the Turkish newspaper from the gentleman,
who was from Iran. They were sightseeing at the famous Blue Mosque, Istanbul’s
imperial Mosque of Sultan Ahmet I. Mr. Sloan is a security executive who travels
the world, after having retired from the Secret Service where he was a personal
bodyguard to Presidents from Richard Nixon to Bill Clinton.

Democratic Primary between incum-
bent Nicholas Scutari of Linden and
challenger William Campbell of
North Plainfield.

Mr. Morin said he believes Ms.
McConnell has a chance in November
because of the “questions raised” about
an information subpoena served to Mr.
Scutari’s office earlier in the year regard-
ing the widening federal investigation
into grants awarded to organizations.

The district’s General Assembly
candidates are incumbent Democrats
Jerry Green and Linda Stender and
Republican Bryan Des Rochers. Mr.
Morin said the Union County Repub-
lican Committee has endorsed Rob-
ert Gatto of North Plainfield as the
GOP write-in candidate to run in
November with Mr. Des Rochers.

When reached by The Westfield
Leader, Mr. Des Rochers said he thought
it was “important to have a full tank” on
the ticket and welcomed Mr. Gatto as
“a great complement” to his campaign.

Both Mr. Morin and Mr. Des Rochers
said they believed the GOP candidates
for General Assembly would have a
good chance at defeating Ms. Stender
and Mr. Green in November.

“I see Green as the more vulnerable
of the two,” said Mr. Morin. “He con-
sistently voted against legislation that
would support unions. I think that both
Bryan and Robert, with strong union
backgrounds, will garner support from
non-traditional Republican bases.”

In response, Assemblyman Green
said, “The unions are supporting me,
and I stood up for the taxpayers of New
Jersey. To use that as a reason to feel
that I’m vulnerable, I really feel that he
needs to talk to people in New Jersey.”

The 21st legislative district, which
includes Garwood, Mountainside and
Westfield, does not contain a com-
petitive Primary race for State Senate
or General Assembly. Following the
Primary, Republican incumbent Sena-
tor Tom Kean, Jr. of Westfield and
Democrat Gina Genovese, a Long
Township committeeman, will face
off in November. Republican Assem-
blymen Eric Munoz and Jon Bramnick
will face Democrats Bruce Bergen of
Springfield and Norman Albert of
Cranford in the Assembly race in
November.

In additional legislative races, the
Democratic Party will fill seats on the
county Democratic Committee.

“Our seats are up this year, and we
have candidates for the Democratic
Committee, not in every district, but
it’s fairly covered,” said Ken Lipstein,
chairman of the Scotch Plains Demo-
cratic Committee.

Although the state legislature, as
well as most Union County munici-
palities, has few competitive races in
the primary, Roselle has a battle for
the Democratic mayoral nomination
between incumbent Garrett Smith and
Fourth Ward Councilman Clarence
Cunningham.

Mr. Cunningham, who said Roselle
residents first believed Mayor Smith
was the only Democratic candidate,
is running to make changes.

“(The mayor) has shown no leader-
ship in the borough. The mayor says
things that he’s done that are not
taking place. He’s done nothing for
the borough except cost (it) numer-
ous lawsuits…It’s a fiasco,” he said.

Mr. Cunningham said he has the
endorsement of the fire department
and the local policemen’s benevolent
association.

The Leader was unable to reach
Mayor Smith for comment.

Roselle also has a competitive Pri-
mary race for the Democratic seats of
the three-year at-large council seat
and the fourth ward council seat.

Linden and Plainfield, both in-
cluded in the 22nd legislative district,
also have competitive races for Demo-
cratic slots on the November ballot.
In Linden, there is competition in
fifth, seventh and 10th wards , while
Plainfield has a race in second ward.
The 22nd district includes Scotch
Plains and Fanwood.

Although the Union County Free-
holders Primary was shaping up for a
battle between two Democratic slates,
the Reform Democrats, who planned
to challenge the Democratic incum-
bents, failed to file before the 4 p.m.
April 9 deadline.

Therefore, the Primary is a non-
competitive race within each party.
Incumbent Democrats Daniel Sullivan,
Bette Jane Kowalski and Plainfield
City Councilman Rayland Van Blake
will face Republicans Patricia

Quattrocchi, Wallace Shackell, Jr. and
Robert Reilly in November. Mr. Van
Blake replaces Freeholder Adrian
Mapp, who was bounced from the
party’s line by the county’s Demo-
cratic organization in his quest for a
second term. Mr. Mapp was to have
run on the Reform Democrats’ line.

In the 20th legislative district, which
includes Elizabeth, Kenilworth,
Roselle and Union, incumbent Demo-
crat Senator Ray Lesniak and Repub-
lican Linda Gagliano, a member of the
Union Township Board of Education,
are unopposed for their respective par-
ties in the Primary. Although Assem-
blymen Neil Cohen and Joe Cryan are
officially registered as the Democratic
General Assembly candidates, the
Republican slots remain open. Mr.
Morin said the GOP committee had
not formally endorsed anyone for a
write-in campaign as of May 25.

Hillside voters will decide the sec-
ond-ward runoff contest between in-
cumbent Deborah Stroud and Shelly
Bates because the May 8 election
winner did not receive 50 percent of
the total vote, as the Hillside govern-
ment requires. Hillside has a non-
partisan type of government.

In municipal races in November,
the Westfield Town Council will have
a competitive race between Republi-
cans Frank Arena (first ward), Jo Ann
Neylan (second ward), Mark
Ciarrocca (third ward) and Jim Foerst
(fourth ward) and Democrats Ross
Katz (first ward), Bruce Regenstreich
(second ward), Matt Sontz (third
ward) and Lenore Scurry (fourth
ward). The Republicans are all in-
cumbents, with the exception of Mr.
Arena, who is seeking the seat held
by Republican Peter Echausse, who
is not running re-election.

Fanwood voters will decide a race
between first-term Mayor Colleen

Mahr, a Democrat, and Republican
Patricia Lindsey, the wife of former
councilman Chester Lindsey. Run-
ning with Mayor Mahr are incum-
bents Katherine Mitchell and Joseph
Higgins. They face opposition from
Republicans Janek Anthony Skutnick
and Joel Stroz. Democrats hold a 6-0
majority on the council.

In Mountainside, Mayor Robert
Viglianti is unopposed in the Primary
and in the General Election for a
sixth, four-year term. Borough Coun-
cilman Glenn Mortimer is also seek-
ing re-election. He is joined on the
ticket by newcomer Jeff Wass, who
will replace 25-year veteran Council-
man Werner Schon, who is not seek-
ing re-election. No Democrats have
filed for mayor or council.

In Garwood, incumbent Democrat
Councilman Charles Lombardo will
run for a council seat with newcomer
Stephen Napolitano, a partner in a
Springfield accounting firm, a mem-
ber of the borough’s planning board
and treasurer of the borough’s recre-
ation commission.

They will face off against Republi-
cans Anthony Sytko, a law student who
came within 25 tallies of winning a
council seat in 2004, and Dennis Clark,
a supervisor/dispatcher for a medical
courier in South Plainfield. Mr. Clark
ran unsuccessfully for council last year.
Republican incumbent Victor
DeFillippo is not seeking a second term.

Clark, Elizabeth, Rahway and
Scotch Plains do not have municipal
elections this year.

Of all registered voters affiliated
with a party, 20.82 percent turned out
to vote in last year’s June Primary,
according to the Union County Clerk’s
website. A total of 16.96 percent of
Republican affiliates voted, while
22.55 percent of Democratic affili-
ates  cast ballots.

Westfield 2007 Road
Improvements

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Town
Engineering Department announced that
the following road improvement projects
have been placed in the proposed
Westfield municipal budget for the fis-
cal year 2007.

Assessable projects: Dorian Place,
Ward 4, Construct new curbs and resur-
face; Dorian Court, Ward 4, Construct
new curbs and resurface.

Road improvements: Madison Av-
enue, Ward 1, Construct new curbs and
resurface; Seneca Avenue, Ward 1, Con-
struct new curbs and resurface (town
line to Coleman); Kimball Avenue, Ward
2, Reconstruct shoulders and resurface
(Jefferson to Wychwood); Mohican
Drive, Ward 2, Resurface; Clifton Street,
Ward 3, Resurface (Tice to Beverly);
Grove Street, Ward 3, Construct new
curbs and resurface (Central to Rahway);
Downer Street, Ward 4, Construct new
curbs and resurface (Osborne to South);
Dorian Road, Ward 4, Construct new
curbs and resurface (Hyslip to Rahway).

2007 Transportation Trust Fund:
Highland Avenue, Ward 1, Construct
new curbs and resurface (Birch Avenue
to Mountain Avenue).

tax is the highest in the county after
Summit, which will pay $139 per
household.

“It’s a tough process,” Mr. Mirabella
said of the development of the annual
county budget. “We are doing the
best we can to provide the services to
our residents.”

Freeholder Dan Sullivan said mu-
nicipalities throughout the county are
“struggling” with budgets due to such
expenditures as rising healthcare costs
and employee pensions.

Mr. Sullivan called the effort by
county officials to garner the $800,000
reimbursement from Blue Cross and
Blue Shield “an outstanding contri-
bution.”

County Manager George Devanney
said the 2007 budget includes the
reduction of 50 positions from the
county payroll. He said collective-
bargaining units have continued to
agree to new contracts with no in-
creases in the first two years in ex-
change for lifetime health benefits.

“They (the contracts) provide long-
time savings for the county,” Mr.
Devanney said.

The county manager said the budget
“fully funds” Runnells Specialized
Hospital in Berkeley Heights, which
has been running on a “multi-million
deficit.” He noted the budget includes
educational opportunities at Union
County College and the Vocational-
Technical Schools in Scotch Plains, as
well as public-safety initiatives.

He said the state renewed the county-
shared services grant for three years at

$300,000. Mr. Devanney described a
conference held on shared services with
municipalities as “a very good, enlight-
ening process which produced some
good results” for now and the future.

During the public hearing on the
budget, Bruce Paterson of Garwood,
spoke of what he deemed “financial
mismanagement” at the county level.

“County taxes are skyrocketing out
of control,” Mr. Paterson told the board.

He said the county should eliminate
retroactive raises for department heads,
as well as lifetime health benefits in
collective-bargaining agreements.

“There is no future. The future is
here and now,” Mr. Paterson said.

He called the efforts to regain con-
trol of escrow monies a step “in the
right direction.”

“Unfortunately, you voted for the
budget, and that is sad,” he said.

Tina Renna, president of the Union
County Watchdog Association, said
the county is “out of control” and that
“money is being misappropriated.”

“You could literally cut the payroll
in half and no one would even blink,”
Mrs. Renna said.

Maryellen Taylor of Berkeley
Heights said there are residents of her
town who have moved from township
to county employment and received
“$30,000 raises.” She said county jobs
“should be open to the public.”

Both the budget and the measure to
use the monies held in escrow passed
by a 7-0-1 margin; Deborah Scanlon
was absent and Adrian Mapp ab-
stained from voting.
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Union County Freeholders

Courtesy of Jim O’Connor
TRAVELING MEMORIAL…These Armed Forces veterans review names on
the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Moving Wall at Liberty Hall Museum in Union
on May 17. The wall is a one of two half-size replicas of the Vietnam Veterans
Memorial in Washington, DC.

Westfield
Saturday, May 19, a resident of the 200

block of Scotch Plains Avenue reported that
two motor vehicles she owns sustained
damage during the overnight hours. The
front right-side window on one vehicle was
apparently shattered with a rock, although
nothing was reported missing from the ve-
hicle. On the second vehicle, the roof above
the passenger-side door was torn and a radio
faceplate was removed.

Saturday, May 19, Elaine M. Wolfe,
64, of Westfield was arrested on the 200
block of Livingston Street on a Westfield
contempt of court criminal warrant with
bail of $500. She was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, processed
and subsequently released on her own
recognizance pursuant to the municipal
court judge’s directive.

Saturday, May 19, Sabrina A. Edwards,
30, of New Brunswick was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on a Hill-
side contempt of court traffic warrant.
She was processed and released after post-
ing $90 bail.

Saturday, May 19, Charles W. Brooks,
29, of Matawan was arrested on Central
Avenue near Park Street on a Keansburg
contempt of court traffic warrant. Brooks
was a passenger in a motor vehicle that
was stopped for a motor-vehicle viola-
tion. He was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, processed and re-
leased after posting $217 bail.

Sunday, May 20, William Lopez, 22,
of Garwood was arrested during a motor
vehicle stop at East Broad Street and
Karen Terrace on an outstanding Cranford
criminal warrant with bail of $500. He
was turned over to Cranford authorities.

Sunday, May 20, Tanya A. Bachman,
42, of Westfield was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on a Woodbridge con-
tempt of court traffic warrant. She was
processed and released after posting $250
bail.

Sunday, May 20, a resident of the 200
block of Prospect Street reported the theft of
a black and gray Trek bicycle from the front
lawn of her residence. Police said the bi-
cycle was not secured at the time of the theft.

Sunday, May 20, David N. DePalma,
24, of Howell was arrested on the 600
block of Central Avenue and charged with
possession of a controlled dangerous sub-
stance, identified as less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana, and possession of
drug paraphernalia during an investigation
subsequent to a motor vehicle stop.

DePalma also was arrested on a Wall
Township contempt of court criminal
warrant with bail of $300. He was trans-
ported to Westfield police headquarters,
processed and held on $250 bail on the
Westfield charges.

Monday, May 21, Darren Stewart, 47,
of Plainfield was arrested at Plainfield
police headquarters on an outstanding
Westfield traffic warrant with bail of $100.
Stewart was unable to post bail and held
pending transport to the Union County jail.

Thursday, May 24, three men were ar-
rested after police responded to a noise
complaint and report of a disorderly premise
on Knollwood Terrace. Christian Patterson,
18, Ryan Torcicollo, 19, and Timothy Dohm,
19, all of Westfield, were each charged with

being a disorderly person. All three were
released with a summons.

Fanwood
A business on South Avenue reported

that, sometime between May 7 and 25,
someone broke into a vehicle and stole a
radio, DVD player and navigation system
while the vehicle was parked on the pre-
mises awaiting repair.

Tuesday, May 22, Bryan P. Pitts, 50, of
Stroudsburg, Pa. was arrested on an out-
standing Union Township warrant after a
motor vehicle stop on South Avenue.

Tuesday, May 22, a resident of the 200
block of South Avenue reported that some-
one attempted to steal her identity and get
a mortgage in her name.

Friday, May 25, Ryan E. Costanza, 26,
of South Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding North Hunterdon warrant
after a motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road.

Friday, May 25, Shatoyia S. Johnson,
20, of Maplewood was arrested on an
outstanding Orange warrant after a motor
vehicle stop on South Avenue.

Saturday, May 26, Jevon W. Scott, 22, of
Plainfield was arrested on outstanding war-
rants out of Newark and Plainfield after a
motor vehicle stop on South Avenue.

Saturday, May 26, Betty A. Henderson,
47, of Plainfield was arrested on out-
standing warrants out of Newark and
Plainfield after a motor vehicle stop on
South Avenue.

Saturday, May 26, a resident of Burns
Way reported that someone attempted to
fraudulently sell him/her  an item worth
$1,400 on eBay, which had already been
sold to another individual.

Sunday, May 27, Dennis A.
Panzavecchia, 25, of Chatham was arrested
on an outstanding Westfield warrant after a
motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road. He was
subsequently charged with possession of
drug paraphernalia, police said.

Scotch Plains
Wednesday, May 23, a resident of

Hunter Avenue reported that someone
stole four bicycles from his unlocked
shed. The bicycles were valued at ap-
proximately $650, police said.

Wednesday, May 23, Sabore Mitchell,
27, of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with aggravated assault and resisting arrest
after he allegedly attempted to flee police
while being placed under arrest on an out-
standing warrant. Mitchell was transported
to the Union County jail, police said.

Friday, May 25, Bander Abuattieh, 24,
of Brooklyn, N.Y. was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after a motor vehicle
stop for a violation.

Friday, May 25, Renee Moxey, 21, of
East Orange was arrested on an outstand-
ing warrant after a motor vehicle stop for
a violation.

Friday, May 25, a resident of Glenside
Avenue reported that while he was walk-
ing home, several males struck him sev-
eral times with their fists.

Sunday, May 27, a resident of Tussell
Lane reported that someone entered his
car, which was parked in the street, and
removed several items valued at approxi-
mately $100.

Sunday, May 27, Edward Grunberg,
59, of Edison was arrested on a warrant
after a motor vehicle stop for a violation.

Man Charged With
Assault Following

Police Pursuit
By SUZETTE F. STALKER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Police arrested a
Summit man last week inside a house
on the 100 block of Eaglecroft Road
in Westfield, where he had fled in an
attempt to elude police who were
seeking to arrest him on an outstand-
ing warrant.

Patrol Officers Leonard Lugo and
John Tango of the Westfield Police
Department initially approached
Christopher J. Turner, 32, on the 600
block of Clark Street at 12:51 a.m. on
May 23, police said.

They had observed him acting sus-
piciously, peering through the win-
dows of parked cars while pulling
along a bicycle, according to Police
Sergeant Scott Rodger.

Turner gave the officers his correct
name but two different addresses, Sgt.
Rodger said. When an investigation
revealed Turner was wanted on an
outstanding criminal warrant out of
Newark, police attempted to arrest him.

As he was being handcuffed, the
suspect allegedly struck Officer Lugo
in the forearm with a closed fist and
pushed the bicycle at Officer Tango
before fleeing on foot. Officer Lugo
sustained a minor injury to his fore-
arm and declined medical attention,
police said.

Police tracked Turner to the home
on Eaglecroft Road, which he en-
tered, locking the door behind him.
Additional officers were called to the
scene and surrounded the perimeter
of the house, Sgt. Rodger said.

The owner of the home, who was
there at the time, acknowledged that
Turner was a friend and that she al-
lowed him to stay there. A search of
the home was conducted and Turner
was found hiding in the basement,
Sgt. Rodger said. He was arrested at
1:08 a.m.

Turner was charged with aggra-
vated assault on a police officer, re-
sisting arrest, obstructing the admin-
istration of law, hindering apprehen-
sion and possession of less than 50
grams of marijuana.

Sgt. Rodger said the suspected
marijuana was found in Turner’s
pocket during a search pursuant to his
arrest. Turner was held at Westfield
police headquarters pending the set-
ting of bail and was subsequently
transported to the Union County jail.

man Mark Ciarrocca spoke about an
“emergency text-message system.”

Mr. Ciarrocca said the text-mes-
sage system would “blast” out texts
to all interested residents to inform
them about, for example, heavy rains
or a street closing.

“The idea became prevalent with
the Virginia Tech tragedy; if they had
a system like that, it could send out a
message to all the kids,” he said.

He said the town’s current method,
e-alert, “is by computer; if the power
ever went out, we’d be able to use a
text-message system to be able to get
texts to people in the town.”

Town Administrator Jim Gildea and
Police Chief John Parizeau are looking
into the proposal. Mr. Ciarrocca said
the town could buy the system jointly
with the Westfield Board of Education.

“It could be a very effective public-
safety device,” he said.

During open discussion by citi-
zens, Jeremy Jeremiah Jay of Sum-
mit spoke about what he called
America’s “flawed” strategy to pre-
vent terrorism and how it affects
Westfield. “If Manhattan is blasted
by a smuggled nuclear bomb,
Westfield would suffer.”

Mr. Jay asked, “If a so-called hat
bandit can rob 13 Union County banks
without being caught, how can we
prevent nuclear terrorism?”

Mr. Jay told the council that his
plan, accessible at docs.google.com/
View?docid=dmm4f2k_6gk3gtx,
“fixes” America’s “broken terrorism-
prevention strategy and “prevents all
major terrorism.”

Mr. Jay offered free copies of his
“non-religious, non-partisan, non-
technical” strategy to the council and
implored officials to “debate the mer-
its of my strategy.”

Mr. Jay made a similar presenta-
tion to the county freeholder board at
its April 26 meeting.
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WF Council

Michael J. Pollack for The Westfield Leader
TERRIFIED…Jeremy Jeremiah Jay of Summit came to the Westfield Town
Council meeting last week to discuss America’s “flawed” strategy in preventing
terrorism. Creating a wooden character similar to that of the “Mooninites” –
cartoon characters that caused a bomb scare last year in Boston – Mr. Jay brought
in his own wooden cartoon made from fluorescent paint and cabinet handles. Mr.
Jay told The Westfield Leader, “If the cartoon (in Boston) had been a danger, then
it was discovered too late, so terrorism wasn’t prevented.”

Holy Trinity Seeks OK for
Parish Ctr. on Westfield Ave.

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The board of adjust-
ment on Tuesday night saw plans for Holy
Trinity Roman Catholic Church’s proposed
new parish center. The church has pur-
chased a home at 512 Westfield Avenue
with the intention of demolishing it to make
space for the new construction. Plans also
call for the merger of the current church lot
with the one on which the home stands.

The proposed structure would be two
stories with a chapel adjacent to the cur-

rent church and connected by a movable
wall, allowing it to function as an intimate
space for daily prayer, a location for
smaller weddings and funerals and to
accommodate overflow crowds on major
holy days, church officials said.

The remainder of the 7,415 square feet
on the ground floor would allow informal
gathering, accommodate traffic flow and
be used for support functions. The 5,000-
square-foot upstairs would serve prima-
rily as offices and instruction spaces. The
new spaces will be fully handicapped
accessible and include a sprinkler, church
officials said.

The addition would face Westfield Av-
enue to the south of the existing church and
be attached to the church by a slightly lower
connector. Its appearance would be similar,
though less ornate than the church. Viewed
from Westfield Avenue, the parish center,
to the left of the church, would be topped
with a peak, emulating that of the church.
The connector would be a flat-roofed por-
tion between the two peaked roofs.

The church’s case was argued by local
attorney Arthur Attanasio, assisted by the
church’s pastor, Monsignor Joseph
Masiello, engineer Kevin Page and archi-
tect Drazen Cackovic. Also slated to speak
regarding the proposed project was plan-
ner Paul Grygiel, whose appearance was
postponed to the yet unscheduled special
meeting slated for continuation of the
presentation.

All members of the public who spoke
were residents of the church’s old school
and convent, which had been converted
to condominiums about 20 years ago.

Mr. Page described the portion closest
to the condos as being a single story, while
Mr. Cackovic said that portion was two
stories tall. It was later revealed that a
meeting had been held between the church
and the condo owners to discuss the project.

Concerns from area residents centered
on how long construction would take,
which the architect estimated at between
nine months and a year, as well drainage
issues and the proximity of excavation.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Local Disctricts to Hold Primary Elections

Fred Rossi for The Westfield Leader
THE BAND’S ALL HERE...The U.S. Marine Corps Band performs for the large
crowd during Monday’s annual Memorial Day Parade. See additional parade
photos at goleader.com/photos.


