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POLICE BLOTTER

Wayne Baker for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
IMMIGRATION CONTROL…Evergreen School fourth-grader Jeffrey
“Geofredo” Hasiak has his passport stamped by “immigration official” Lisa
Bloom, an advanced Spanish student at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School,2
while “co-worker” Maria Rivero looks on during Brenna Lipton’s fourth-grade
Spanish classes’ virtual trip to Mexico City last Friday at Evergreen Elementary
School in Scotch Plains.
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Safety-Belt Enforcement
Campaign Continues

AREA — A safety-belt enforcement
and education campaign is being con-
ducted locally as part of a nationwide
“Click It or Ticket” mobilization that
began on Monday and will continue
through Sunday, June 3. Law enforce-
ment officers throughout New Jersey are
stepping up enforcement and education
of the state’s Primary Seat Belt Law,
according to a press release.

In addition, officials will make con-
certed efforts locally and statewide to
raise awareness about the importance and
life-saving benefits of safety belts.

During the mobilization period, local
police agencies will conduct a zero-toler-
ance safety-belt enforcement campaign.
Motorists who are not buckled up will be
issued a ticket. The goal of the program is
to increase the statewide safety-belt usage
rate to 92 percent. Current safety belt us-
age in New Jersey is 90 percent, with the
rate steadily rising during the last 10 years.

In 2006, there were 773 motor vehicle

fatalities in New Jersey, a large percent-
age of which were not wearing seat belts.
Between 1975 and 2000, safety belt us-
age prevented 135,000 fatalities and 3.8
million injuries nationwide, saving $585
billion in medical and other costs, accord-
ing to the press release.

Motor vehicle crashes are the leading
cause of death for people age 15 to 34 in
the United States, according to law en-
forcement officials.

“High visibility enforcement saves
lives,” said Pamela Fischer, director of
the New Jersey Division of Highway Traf-
fic Safety. “Our goal is to make sure that
all motor vehicle occupants are properly
restrained, on every trip.”

“We are committed to the ‘Click It or
Ticket’ strategy,” added Tom Louizou,
regional administrator of the National
Highway Safety Administration. “Tick-
ets are a strong deterrent and the results
are meaningful: Fewer deaths on our
roads.”

I would like to thank everyone who
participated in Union County’s 150th
anniversary celebration at Union County
College on May 19th. The day reflected
the depth and diversity of Union County’s
history, and I think that all who attended
the ceremonies enjoyed them.

Two of New Jersey’s top historians
joined us for the morning. Marc Mappen,
Executive Director of the New Jersey
Historical Commission, told us of the
many revolutions that were happening
throughout the country in 1857: in manu-
facturing, transportation, communication
and education. Union County was born in
a very volatile time in the nation’s his-
tory, just before the Civil War began.

He said, “Like us, New Jerseyans in the
year 1857 were accustomed to rapid
change. But sadly, like us they also faced
grave dangers… The year 1857, the birth
year for Union County here in New Jer-
sey, was the year in which the prospects
for national peace and compromise died.
It was a year that led inexorably to the
abolition of slavery in the United States
and the new birth of freedom promised by

Lincoln at Gettysburg six years later.”
Linda Caldwell Epps, Executive Di-

rector of the New Jersey Historical Soci-
ety, regaled us with tales of her experi-
ences in Union County, including hiking
in the Watchung Reservation and explor-
ing Elizabeth, “where all great things
began.” Ms. Epps, now an Essex County
resident, grew up in Elizabeth. She re-
minded us of the county’s first inhabit-
ants — the indigenous peoples known by
names that still survive today: Lenni
Lenape, Mattano, Passaic, Raritan,
Rahway and Shackamaxon.

“No one knows exactly why the name
‘Union County’ was chosen,” said Ms.
Epps. But she thought it must have related
to a nation facing civil war. “Union County’s
residents of that time were strongly united
as they moved forward to create an equi-
table government like the one we have
now.” She added, “We must understand our
history to understand our destiny.”

Maribeth Lisnock of the Cranford His-
torical Society put together a beautiful
display of authentic costumes from the
1850s to the 1960s, including hoop-skirt
dresses and military uniforms. Most of the
county’s historical organizations came with
books and displays on their past, including
the Westfield Historical Society, the Miller-
Cory House Museum and the Mountainside
Preservation Committee. Several histori-
cal characters, including Uncle Sam and a
Union Army soldier sauntered through the
crowd. “David Felt,” from the Deserted
Village of Feltville, gave away wares from
his print shop.

We had balloon animals and face-paint-
ing for the kids. And when people needed
to sit and rest, they could listen to tunes
from the Full Count Big Band, old-time
songs from the Rahway Valley Jerseyaires
or more recent songs from the Decibelles
Doowop Group and the Dixie Rascals.

Many of the county’s departments par-
ticipated, including a canine corps presen-
tation from the Sheriff’s office and an infor-
mation van from the Prosecutor’s office.
We also had maps showing the history of
the Union County Park System. And the
Union County Arts Center, the Office of
Cultural and Heritage Affairs and Union
County College had lively displays.

We’ll have more history exhibits at
county events throughout the year, build-
ing up to our next big history event, Four
Centuries in a Weekend, on October 20
and 21. Congratulations, Union County.

Understand History to
Understand Our Destiny

County Kicks Off
150th Anniversary

COUNTY – One hundred fifty years
ago, Union County became an official
county in New Jersey. Last Saturday,
Union County College held a ceremony
to commemorate the anniversary.

Tables represented most of the 21 towns
in the county, as well as the county itself.
Each town brought something different to
show the county’s historical significance.

Pictures depicted modern places today
and in the past, books told stories of the
towns and of Union County and the Cranford
Historical Society displayed restored cloth-
ing styled to various eras after 1850.

Union County Freeholder Chairwoman
Bette Jane Kowalski mentioned how
towns unearthed some “fabulous” photos
from the past.

The ceremony started with welcoming
comments from Ms. Kowalski. Union
County Sheriff Ralph Froehlich then read
a letter written by Governor Jon Corzine.

Multiple municipal historical groups
received county proclamations acknowl-
edging their efforts to the county and its
celebration, including the Westfield &
Mountainside Historical Societies and the
Miller- Cory House.

Westfield
Monday, May 14, Javier Gabriel, 24,

of Westfield was arrested on the 200
block of South Avenue, West and charged
with obstruction of justice and possession
of a controlled dangerous substance
(CDS), identified as suspected cocaine.

According to police, Gabriel was ob-
served riding a bicycle while pulling an-
other bicycle alongside. A subsequent
field investigation resulted in the suspect’s
arrest. He was released after posting $250
bail.

Monday, May 14, Justin Wolf, 18, of
Westfield was arrested at Westfield po-
lice headquarters on three Westfield traf-
fic warrants. He was released after post-
ing a total of $390 bail on the warrants.

Monday, May 14, a Forest Avenue
resident reported the theft of an iPod and
cellular telephone charger, with a total
value of $325, from an unlocked motor
vehicle parked in the street in front of her
house. Another vehicle parked at the same
location also was entered and a New
Jersey driver’s permit was removed.

Monday, May 14, a Kimball Avenue
resident reported that her motor vehicle
was scratched while it was parked in front
of her house.

Monday, May 14, Rasha Daye, 19, of
North Plainfield was arrested on an out-
standing Newark traffic warrant after a
motor vehicle stop at North Avenue and
Elmer Street. Daye was released after
posting $81 bail.

Tuesday, May 15, Anthony Luna, 18,
of Aberdeen was arrested on an outstand-
ing Cranford traffic warrant following a
motor vehicle stop at South and Windsor
Avenues. He was released after posting
$300 bail.

Tuesday, May 15, Tony Speranza, 22,
of Elizabeth was arrested on an outstand-
ing Westfield criminal warrant at Clark
police headquarters. Speranza was un-
able to post the $250 bail and was held at
Westfield police headquarters pending
court the following morning.

Tuesday, May 15, a Westfield resident
reported the theft of a black Allez bicycle
from the grounds of Westfield High
School during the afternoon hours.

Tuesday, May 15, a resident of Boynton
Avenue reported a burglary to her apart-
ment during which a diabetic testing kit of
unknown value was removed.

Tuesday, May 15, David Firestone, 19,
Ashton Golembo, 20, Justin Tullo, 20 and
Megan Kealy, 20, all of Westfield, were
arrested and charged with possession of
less than 50 grams of marijuana and pos-
session of drug paraphernalia.

The arrests occurred following a motor
vehicle stop and investigation in the 100
block of Belmar Terrace. Firestone also
was charged with possession of false iden-
tification. All were released on their own
recognizance pending their respective
court dates.

Thursday, May 17, police received a
report of criminal mischief in which an
elementary school building on the 900
block of St. Marks Avenue was defaced
with graffiti.

Thursday, May 17, Yolanda Perez, 35,
of Bellville was arrested on a Jersey City
traffic warrant during a motor vehicle stop
on the 300 block of South Avenue, East.
She posted $262 bail and was released.

Thursday, May 17, an incident of crimi-
nal mischief was reported at an interme-
diate school on the 800 block of Rahway
Avenue, in which a window screen in the
cafeteria was kicked out.

Scotch Plains
Wednesday, May 16, a student at Scotch

Plains-Fanwood High School reported
that someone removed her cellular tele-
phone from her unlocked locker. The
phone was valued at $230, police said.

Wednesday, May 16, a student at the
Union County Magnet High School for
Math, Science and Technology reported
that someone removed his wallet from a
lunch table while he was talking to a
friend. The wallet contained approxi-
mately $150 in cash, police said.

Wednesday, May 16, Steven McIntyre,
22, of Roselle was arrested on an outstand-
ing warrant after a motor vehicle stop.

Thursday, May 17, a resident of Grand
Street reported that someone damaged
his motor vehicle sometime overnight
while it was parked in front of his house.

Friday, May 18, Allington Stevens, 36,
of Elizabeth was arrested on an outstand-
ing warrant after a motor vehicle stop for
a violation.

Friday, May 18, Jerome Mathis, 40, of
Plainfield was arrested on charges of shop-
lifting and possession of a CDS. Accord-
ing to police, a Westfield Avenue store
reported that Mathis was stopped for shop-
lifting, at which time he ran away. He was
apprehended and found to be in posses-
sion of a CDS after being searched, police
said. Mathis was processed and trans-
ported to the Union County jail after he
failed to make bail.

Saturday, May 19, Nancy Godown, 42,
of Bound Brook was arrested and charged
with possession and distribution of a CDS.
According to police, Godown was stopped
for a motor vehicle violation and the CDS
was discovered in her possession. Be-
cause of the large quantity in her posses-
sion, she also was charged with distribu-
tion, police said.

Fanwood
Thursday, May 17, Michael B. Cross,

Jr., 27, of Union was arrested on an out-
standing Edison warrant after a motor
vehicle stop on Seventh Avenue.

Thursday, May 17, Felipe Capulin, 34,
of Roselle was arrested on an outstanding
West Hampton warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop on South Avenue.

Friday, May 18, Kelvin R. Cabrera, 27,
of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI) af-
ter a motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road.
He was turned over to a responsible adult
after being processed, police said.

Friday, May 18, Dawne S. Berlinski,
36, of Garwood was arrested on an out-
standing Watchung warrant after a motor
vehicle stop on Midway Avenue.

Friday, May 18, a resident of the 200
block of King Street reported that some-
one painted graffiti on his garage door.

Friday, May 18, a resident of the 100
block of Shady Lane reported someone
used her credit card to make fraudulent
purchases in Queens, the Bronx and
Brooklyn, N.Y.

Saturday, May 19, Teresa M. Lyp, 22,
of Cranford was arrested and charged
with DWI after a motor vehicle stop on
Midway Avenue.

Saturday, May 19, Kerry A. Malone,
23, of Edison was arrested on an out-
standing Metuchen warrant after a motor
vehicle stop on Second Street.

Monday, May 21, Elizabeth V. Rodas,
26, of Elizabeth was arrested on outstand-
ing Newark and Bayonne warrants after a
motor vehicle stop on Martine Avenue.

Monday, May 21, a business on South
Avenue reported that a customer brought
his car in for service and picked it up
during the night using a spare key without
paying for the service.

Mountainside
Wednesday, May 16, a business on

Sheffield Street reported that someone
stole a trailer containing $50,000 worth
of merchandise, which was being tempo-
rarily stored in the trailer.

According to police, a surveillance
camera showed what appeared to be a
tractor, possibly white in color, pull into
the lot and hook up to the trailer. The
operator of the tractor then drove across
the grass and into an adjacent lot before
leaving the area.

Friday, May 18, Robert J. Rowland,
39, of Westfield was arrested and charged
with DWI after a motor vehicle stop for
failure to maintain a lane on Mountain
Avenue.

Friday, May 18, Amandra C. Jackson,
33, of Irvington was arrested at the Essex
County jail on an outstanding warrant.

Friday, May 18, a resident of Apple
Tree Lane reported that someone burglar-
ized his motor vehicle while it was parked
in his driveway. According to police, a
witness saw a thin, white male with long
hair, approximately six feet tall and 15 to
20 years old exiting the vehicle and then
leaving the scene in another vehicle iden-
tified as a Chevy Impala or a similar type
of vehicle being driven by another indi-
vidual. Reported missing was a Nokia
cellular telephone and a pack of ciga-
rettes, police said.

Saturday, May 19, Ramiro J. Nunez-
Villela, 25, of Union was arrested for
driving with a suspended license.

RVSA Reps Outline How
Mandate Affects WF Taxes

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority (RVSA) repre-
sentatives visited the town council
Tuesday to give an update on what
court-ordered mandates mean for the
Rahway facility and how the changes
affect Westfield’s annual assessment.

The RVSA sewer service area in-
cludes all or a portion of 12 separate
municipalities, including Clark,
Cranford, Garwood, Kenilworth,
Mountainside, Rahway, Roselle Park,
Scotch Plains, Springfield, Westfield,
Woodbridge and Winfield Park.

Former Westfield Mayor Allen Chin,
RVSA commissioner and Westfield
representative, said the RVSA facility
is currently permitted to discharge 40
million gallons per day (MGD), with
the ability to accommodate a maxi-
mum peak flow of 63 MGD.

During wet-weather events, he said,
excessive infiltration and inflow (I/I) –
extraneous storm and ground water that
enters the sanitary sewer system through
cracked pipes, leaking manholes, down-
spouts and sump pumps and adds to the
daily volume of wastewater – exceeds
the facility’s capacity and ends up dis-
charged into the Rahway River from
two sanitary sewer overflow points.

“We would automatically divert it
(I/I) to the ocean,” Mr. Chin said. “All
of a sudden, the DEP (Department of
Environmental Protection) said that’s
not allowed.”

Under the terms of a Judicial Con-
sent Order (JCO), these two sanitary
sewer overflow points will now be
eliminated, and the flows will be di-
rected to the RVSA facility.

Mr. Chin said of the litigation, “It’s
like a [cop] seeing 400 speeders, and
you get the ticket.”

Outlining the overall capital im-
provement program, Michael Brinker,
RVSA interim executive director, said
the comprehensive strategic plan,
among other things, funds the closing
of the two overflow points into the
Rahway River, in addition to the con-
struction of the 105-MGD pump sta-
tion and a 30-MGD gravity-relief
sewer – a 6,100-foot “express line” to
the plant.

The plan totals $146 million, rep-
resenting 83 percent of the capital
program.

To provide a primary and secondary
source of power for the treatment plant,
a cogeneration/sludge drying facility
will be constructed. Representing 12
percent of the capital program, the
facility will cost $22.5 million.

Mr. Brinker said improvements to
the treatment plant are about 68 per-
cent complete. The anticipated
completion date is September 2008,
but he noted the authority is “ahead of
schedule.”

He said the cogeneration facility is
95 percent complete, but, as noted in
a Times page 2 story, “suffered a
setback.” Two of three engines “had a
mishap and literally blew. [This will]
set us back about six months.”

Bob Materna, secretary and trea-
surer of the RVSA, said the authority’s
2007 operating expenses are $14.1
million, while debt service represents
$3.4 million. Next year alone, debt
service will jump more than 200 per-
cent to $10.3 million.

Mr. Materna said municipalities
owe $341 million in total remaining
debt service. Westfield is responsible
for 12 percent, or $40 million, of that.
“Ninety-five percent of the debt ser-
vice relates to the JCO. We have no
choice in this matter,” he added.

In 2007, Westfield’s annual assess-
ment totals $2.2 million. Next year,
debt service alone will rise 197 per-
cent to just under $1.3 million, for a
total assessment of $3.19 million.

Mr. Chin said the authority is “look-
ing out for grants everywhere.” He
said the RVSA has “high hopes in
(U.S. Senators) Lautenberg and
Menendez,” who will vote on the
Water Quality Investment Act of 2007
that would authorize $1.7 billion over
five years in grants to states and mu-
nicipalities for reducing sewer over-
flows. The act passed in the House.

Third Ward Councilman Dave
Haas, asked, “If all the towns had the
same I/I as Westfield had, would we
have needed the expansion?”

All RVSA representatives still said
“yes” but noted that the peak load
would be less.

A municipality’s “user charge” is
based on its respective “flow.” How-
ever, each town can then decide how it
will calculate the charge for an indi-
vidual household. Westfield bases its
household charge on tax assessment.

Mr. Brinker said towns pay based
on “flow,” and said in Westfield, there
aren’t industrial contributors “to ad-
just the burden from the residents.”

Clark, which does boast more com-
mercial and industrial properties, re-
moved the RVSA from its budget and
created a utility.

“It also shifted the burden out of
the taxes,” Mr. Brinker added. “I live
in Clark. My tax bill, theoretically,
should go down by about $125. I’ll
bet you a hotdog and a beer it doesn’t.”

Malool and Mr. Atkins. Mr. Kraus and
his family moved to Fanwood 40 years
ago, and he has practiced law in Scotch
Plains since 1971.

“I may sleep in Fanwood,” he joked,
but “I live in Scotch Plains.” He said
some have asked why he hasn’t yet
retired. “I like what I do, I like where
I do it and I like the people I do it with.”

Two SPFHS students assisted the
council in running Tuesday’s meeting.
Derek Simmons sat in for Councilman
Jeffrey Strauss and Jaren Whitfield sat
in for Councilman Kevin Glover. Both
students, who will graduate next
month, moved and seconded resolu-
tions and ordinances, cast votes, read
community and other announcements
and explained the details of certain
actions being taken by the council.

Ed Braun, SPFHS assistant princi-
pal, told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times he had handpicked both stu-
dents to take part in the exercise,
which also included Derek and Jaren
attending last week’s conference
meeting. Mayor Marks called the stu-
dents “two fine examples of why we
should be proud of our highschool
students.”

The council’s next regular meeting
will be on Tuesday, June 12.

Ted Ritter for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SAYING GOODBYE…Assistant Recre-
ation Director Mary Pembridge, left, and
Recreation Commission member Phyllis
Mirabella ponder during Tuesday night’s
discussion following the surprise announce-
ment that Ms. Pembridge is leaving.

sion make a formal recommendation to
the governing body.

In other business, Ms. Pembridge
reported that “we’ve had a great re-
sponse” to the borough’s completely
revamped “Summer Park” program.

In light of de-
creasing enroll-
ment in recent
years, the com-
mission reorga-
nized the old
drop-in style pro-
gram at
LaGrande Park to
provide more
structure and cer-
tified teacher su-
pervision for
separate age
groups. The pro-
gram will run
from June 23 un-
til August 3 at a
cost of $20 per
week.

Mr. Budiansky said, “We’re way
past [initial enrollment projections]
and it’s still really early.”

“See? Structure rules,” said com-
mission member Rob Degnan of the
public’s initial response.

The commission also discussed
initial feedback from sports organi-
zations using the newly renovated
LaGrande Park ballfield.

Mr. Budiansky said he has been told
that the right-field fence “needs to be
extended and raised” to prevent well-
hit balls from reaching the nearby park-
ing lot, Marion Avenue, or residential
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FW Recreation Commission
yards across the street.

Other ballfield issues he plans to
address with the borough engineer
include further backstop protection
to guard against errant balls and
potential safety risks related to the

d e p r e s s e d
drainage grates
in the outfield.

Mr. Degnan
noted, “You
can’t remove ev-
ery hazard; it’s
impossible.”

Also, plans
were discussed
for the new spe-
cial event called
“Summer Party in
the Park,” which
will kick-off the
annual Tuesday
night summer
movie program at
LaGrande.

The first-ever kick-off party – with
a band, pony rides, pizza, ice cream,
inflatable rides, a classic car show
and other activities – will be held
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. just before the
animated movie “Cars” is shown on
Tuesday, June 26 (if it rains, the party
and movie will run the next night).

Commission members said adult and
student volunteers are still needed for
this and other borough special events.

“We used to have a list of volun-
teers,” said commission member Trish
Nering, who suggested putting a new
list together. “Maybe we could get
the word out that we’re looking.”

WALK TO BENEFIT THE KIDNEY FOUNDATION…Derek Simmons, a
senior at the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School, received a kidney transplant
from his dad last July. Derek and his friend Jaren Whitfield organized fundraisers
and raised more than $600 for the Kidney and Urology Foundation. The walk was
held in Point Pleasant on May 6. Pictured as “Derek’s team,” from left to right,
are Devin Bowens, Jaren, Sean Collins-Cruz, David Cruz, Derek, Derek Sr.,
Brenda and Amber Simmons, Karen Taylor and Maureen Basta.

The above chart, published in the August 12, 2004 Westfield Leader, shows an
assessment comparison amongst user municipalities. It projected that in 2008,
Westfield would incur a $3.379 assessment. Westfield, according to the most recent
data, will see a $3.19 million assessment next year – approximately $189,000 less than
anticipated. The bottom chart shows the RVSA’s then-Capital Improvement Plan.
Current figures show increases of $7 million in terms of the CSP, with decreases of $1.5
million with regards to the cogeneration facility and $2 million in major upgrades.


