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Censorship of WHS Telecast Gives
Students ‘Wrong Lessons’ on Freedom

‘Death of Free Speech’ at WHS
Has Been Over Exaggerated

Petix’s Letter on WHS Censorship
Was Elegant and per Bill of Rights

Gracie Film Music Supervisor
Recalls Westfield Soccer in 1970s

Councilwoman’s Statements on
Surplus Warrant Serious Attention

Are Those in Authority
Undermining Rights?
I read Dr. Petix’s articulate and impas-

sioned letter, championing the rights of
students to criticize local government. And
until I read a well-principled rebuttal, I
have to conclude, with disappointment,
that the actions of some of the people we
have invested with authority undermine
these basic and inalienable rights.

Elisa Sananman
Westfield

Power is in Hands of
Residents, Not Parties
With regard to Councilwoman

Malool’s letter, most local issues are al-
ready decided in a non-partisan manner.
Were the ballfield improvements, the
Open Space Trust Fund, Cooper Road
island, the Ponderosa problem, Turf-It,
etc. decided along party lines?

No. Those issues were decided by the
citizens of Scotch Plains, not only by their
votes but by their voices.

It seems that mudslinging in the politi-
cal arena is often brought about by party
leaders whose agenda is to gain influ-
ence. For example, in his letters Mr.
Samuel sometimes makes interesting and
valid points, but he is so overtly partisan
as to lead to their dismissal. That he seeks
to derive any benefit from a baseless
attack on an intelligent and independent
thinker like Ms. Malool is shameful.

In her call for non-partisan elections,
Ms. Malool has brought to the forefront
the reality that power is in the hands of the
people of Scotch Plains, not in the parties.

Sal Trifiro
Scotch Plains

Reader Will Not
Be Voting for Riegel

Since I cannot improve upon Dr. Petix’s
fine letter, let me take this time to exercise
my freedom of speech. At the next school
board election, I will not be voting for
Mrs. Riegel.

Ronald Venhorst
Westfield

Nothing Seen Justifies
Censorship of Speech
I was delighted by Dr. Petix’s eloquent

and impassioned plea for freedom of
speech at Westfield High School. In The
Westfield Leader’s reporting on this is-
sue, I have seen nothing to justify the
imposition of censorship after 73 years of
responsible journalism.

It seems to me that the trust given to
generations of Hi’s Eye correspondents
and editors has offered lessons of incom-
parable value. What lessons are put forth
now by this imposition of unjustified cen-
sorship? I urge those in authority to re-
consider.

Robert Wederich
Westfield

The death of free speech at Westfield
High School is much exaggerated. The
television broadcast by “Blue Devil
News” in question aired in its entirety for
the 39th time as recently as this week, and
the student-produced newspaper, Hi’s
Eye, is read by Principal Dennis Fyffe
after it is published.

On Friday evening, March 30, Mayor
Skibitsky, who was upset by a planned
“Blue Devil News” broadcast about the
town council, initially considered asking
us to cut the broadcast but ultimately
decided it was best not to interfere. (All
TV-36 programs, including those pro-
duced by the high school, are fed to
Comcast through facilities in the munici-
pal building.) The following Monday, I
watched the town council segment and
concluded that parts of the commentary at
the end of the show were not in accor-
dance with the curriculum standards of
broadcast journalism to “develop and
publish interpretive and in-depth stories
by using appropriate researching and
news-gathering techniques without slant-
ing or editorializing.” In particular, I found
the student’s statement that Channel 36
was the propaganda installment of the
town inaccurate and disrespectful. A few
minutes of reflection and review would
have produced a better result. I saw no
reason to cancel the broadcast, but I did
want to learn more about our editorial
standards and review process.

I asked Dennis Fyffe to view the broad-
cast and arrange a meeting with the ad-
viser of both the Hi’s Eye and the broad-
cast journalism course. The chairperson
of the English department also joined the
meeting. At the meeting, I distributed a
copy of the pre-existing board of educa-
tion policy 2432-student publications,
which authorizes prior review by the prin-
cipal. It raised a question in my mind
about what standard was being used by

the faculty to evaluate whether a program
was ready to be broadcast.

Broadcast journalism is different from
print journalism. The Hi’s Eye newspa-
per primarily serves students and has a
73-year tradition of solid peer and teacher
review. Broadcast journalism is in its first
year and its television programs are
viewed by the entire town. The right to
speak on Channel 36 is part of a journal-
ism course where students are evaluated
on multiple standards. Editing and re-
writing are fundamental requirements of
the course. Richard Solomon, a board
member and employee of CBS, makes
the point that “review is not censorship.
Media organizations get into trouble when
they don’t exercise appropriate review. ”

I encourage the broadcast journalism
students and faculty to strengthen proce-
dures for editorial excellence that will
require minimal, if any, administrative
oversight. Indeed, I intend to recommend
to the board the amendment of board
policy 2432 to make administrative re-
view discretionary, not mandatory. In the
short term, I have asked Dennis Fyffe to
review “Blue Devil News” with the assis-
tance of its adviser, until a solid review
policy is in place that is consistent with
intent of the curriculum. Free speech
brings with it concomitant responsibili-
ties that students must be taught. Once
again, Rich Solomon says it well, “In
every news organization, every news story
is vetted and approved prior to being
printed or aired.”

“Blue Devil News” is evolving, with
enthusiastic and talented students who
are learning, achieving and producing
broadcasts of interest to the school and to
thousands in the community. It is a re-
sponsibility that is not to be taken lightly.

William Foley, Ed.D.
Westfield Schools Superintendent

WHS Fledgling Broadcast Journalism Reaches
A Diverse Community Audience on Cable TV-36

The Westfield Board of Education rec-
ognizes and applauds the talents and ac-
complishments of our print and broadcast
journalism students and staff, and we
continue to support the free speech ex-
pressed by our student body.

Hi’s Eye, the student newspaper at
Westfield High School, has been in exist-
ence as a fine-tuned publication for 73
years. It has a history of outstanding jour-
nalism; one that has developed an award-
winning stature over many decades. We

are proud that this uncensored publication
operates successfully as a student newspa-
per guided and reviewed only by a student
editorial board and teachers who ensure
that editorial standards are upheld.

Broadcast journalism and broadcast TV
production at Westfield High School,
unlike print journalism, are brand new
courses where students write and produce
a fledgling newscast. Their audience is
far more expansive and goes beyond the
primarily student and parent subscribers

of Hi’s Eye. Their program (“Blue Devils
News”) is broadcast to thousands of cable
TV viewers in Westfield on community
television TV36. Our students have pro-
vided valuable news reporting with 11
programs so far this school year.

I would like to assure Westfield stu-
dents, parents and community members
that since the inception of the two broad-
cast courses in September 2006, no student
broadcast has been censored or cancelled,
and no journalism student has been cen-
sored. In fact, Blue Devil News 10, which
included a commentary segment about the
town council, ran from March 31 to May 8
when the next production, Blue Devil News
11 was ready for broadcast.

Responsible journalism is always
guided by editorial policy and review.
These practices ensure compliance with
stated editorial standards that guide pro-
gramming and content development de-
cisions. Editorial review is not censor-
ship. Editorial review assures the pub-
lisher or producer that stated standards of
excellence are met and editorial objec-
tives achieved.

Board Policy 2432 – School Spon-
sored Publications is one piece of the
process in setting standards for the prod-
uct of Westfield’s journalism courses.
The process begins in the classroom as
outlined in the curriculum and has an
additional component of review because
of the public nature of journalism. All
high-caliber publications and productions
operate with editorial standards and these
standards are upheld by review.

Dr. Foley has asked that the editorial
process for ensuring excellence in stu-
dent programming for TV-36 be exam-
ined. During this examination process,
Dr. Foley has temporarily asked WHS
Principal, Dennis Fyffe, to assist in the
review of future “Blue Devil News” pro-
grams. His intent is to minimize the need
for future involvement of administration
in the process of editorial review. I share
Dr. Foley’s desire that this extra review
will soon become unnecessary, once edi-
torial processes are broadened.

The board [BOE] has not discussed,
taken any action nor voted on this matter.
Any votes would be announced in pub-
lished agenda, discussed in public and
voted on following our normal proce-
dures. Dr. Foley is in the process of rec-
ommending that the board’s Policy 2432
be amended to grant the principal a dis-
cretionary rather than mandatory role in
editorial review, a process that will be
consistent with current practice of the
Hi’s Eye.

Ultimately, the purpose of any student
publication, print or broadcast, should be
to teach the students not only about how
to publish a newspaper or produce a news
broadcast, but also about the responsibili-
ties that go hand-in-hand with the exer-
cise of free speech. It is the board’s expec-
tation that these objectives will be met
though our students’ experiences in our
journalism and broadcast journalism
classes.

Ginny Leiz, President
Westfield Board of Education

I grew up in Westfield (WHS class of
1984), and was lucky that my family was
swept into the suburban soccer craze of
late 1970s. Any Houlihan old enough to
wear cleats was playing during the early
days of the Westfield Soccer Associa-
tion. My father, Peter Houlihan, lived and
breathed Westfield soccer until his life
was cut short by cancer at the age of 47.
When the Town of Westfield dedicated
Houlihan Field in his memory, it was an
honor for my family beyond belief, and I
hope a continuing inspiration to anyone
who gets a chance to read the inscription
on the plaque at Houlihan Field.

I’ve been living in Los Angeles since
1992 and working as a music supervisor
on feature films. If a script mentions a
character singing five seconds of “Happy
Birthday” (which can cost a film produc-
tion up to $25,000 for the publishing
license), or there is a song needed for a
montage or dance number, it falls in my
realm to help the film director find or
create the perfect music. So when I got a
call to work on a film called Gracie that
was set in the world of New Jersey soccer
in 1978, I was eager to get into the game.

They had already shot the film in New
Jersey, and were editing in Venice, Calif.
The film is set in South Orange, and is based
on the real-life events of Elisabeth Shue and
her family. In the late 1970s, she was the
only girl competing with the boys in the age
9 to 13 soccer league in South Orange (they
didn’t have a girl’s league at the time), and
she faced a lot of adversity — including
doubt from her own family. The film is very
inspirational for teens and adults, particu-
larly for young women, and I would clas-
sify it as more of a family drama than a
“sports film” even though soccer fans will
surely get their fill of great action.

The director, Davis Guggenheim (a re-
cent Oscar winner for An Inconvenient
Truth), showed me a rough cut of film in
his office. I loved the opening sequence of
a brother and sister playing soccer through
the streets of downtown South Orange. As
the montage ended in the front yard of the
house the characters lived in, I said out
loud, “I can’t believe how the trees, bushes
and homes of South Orange are exactly
like my home town Westfield.”

And Davis said, “That house is in

Westfield!” As it turned out, the main
house in the film is on Lawrence Avenue.
It was amazing to me how my memories
of Westfield, down to the most minute
visual detail, are etched into my mind.
The filmmakers had cheated several other
locations in Westfield to play in the film
as South Orange.

I believe that Franklin School was used
as an exterior for Maplewood’s Colum-
bia High School. I was further amazed to
find out that Joe Spector at The Leader
Store (where I had the honor of working
at as a teen) supplied some of the athletic
wear and equipment for the film — just as
Joe did in the late 1970’s for the tiny start-
up organization that became the Westfield
Soccer Association. Another bit of au-
thenticity in the film is the use of a 1977
WPLJ radio broadcast of disc jockey Carol
Miller. When I was living in Westfield,
Carol Miller fueled my love of music, and
I was very happy to be able to include a
vintage on-air clip of her great personal-
ity in Gracie.

I’m trying to help get the word out
about Gracie so people can enjoy it dur-
ing its short theatrical run, which starts
Friday, June 1. I can confirm that it’s nice
to see parts of Westfield on the big screen.
This is a great independent film that the
major Hollywood studios would never
make. It stars some incredibly talented
young actors, particularly Carly Schroeder
as Gracie. Elisabeth Shue and Dermot
Mulroney co-star as Gracie’s parents.

Andrew Shue also co-stars and was
one of the main film producers along with
his siblings Elisabeth Shue and John Shue.
The film is dedicated to their brother,
Will, who died in an accident in 1988, but
continues to inspire the family. Elisabeth
gives an insightful and emotional perfor-
mance playing the character that is based
on her real-life mother. Gracie is being
released on Friday, June 1, (with our fun
1970’s soundtrack album being released
on May 29). You can find out more about
the film and see a film trailer at the official
film site (graciemovie.com). Just watch-
ing the two-minute trailer will make you
feel good.

John Houlihan
Studio City, Calf.

After having read the various articles
and letters to the editor in the May 3 and
May 10 editions of The Westfield Leader
concerning the “censorship” of the
Westfield High School telecasts on TV-
36, my thinking on what the direction our
United States is headed towards was,
unfortunately, confirmed. While it may
seem to some that this particular matter is
being overblown, to me it seems discour-
aging and disheartening that it continues
a sad trend and has come to our own high
school, where our students are now learn-
ing the wrong lessons.

I’m afraid that our rights and freedoms
have taken a back seat to our comfort and
security. What’s worse is that govern-
ment, on every level, has led the way in

fostering this trend.
Criticism of all our institutions, includ-

ing government, is not only our right (as
guaranteed by the U.S. Constitution), but
a very healthy practice. Free speech is,
perhaps, the most precious of our free-
doms because without it, any actions that
work against our other rights and free-
doms remain hidden.

Without trying to be overly dramatic, I
ask that we please think about the begin-
nings of our great country. Were the first
American patriots fighting for their com-
fort and security or their rights and free-
doms as citizens?

Bob Chironna
Westfield

I applaud and strongly support the el-
egant comments by Dr. Petix with regard
to the new absence of freedom of speech
in Westfield High School. We are poorly
served by our current Board of Education
President and perhaps some council mem-
bers.

My son was a member of Hi’s Eye and
as a senior, wrote a column and was the
cartoonist. Many of his cartoons were
provocative and a bit edgy (one received
a national award) and some lampooned
Dr. Petix. So, did Dr. Petix censor the
cartoons; absolutely not. He allowed free-

dom of speech in day-to-day school ac-
tivities and did not insist on
micromanaging the students in their jour-
nalistic endeavors.

I’m incredulous that the BOE and prin-
cipal of WHS will now enforce censor-
ship in one of the state’s top-ranked
schools. So, Dr. Petix, might we entice
you from retirement? WHS obviously is
in need of new leadership that practices
the Bill of Rights as intended by our
Founding Fathers.

Robert Fromtling
Westfield

I am please to see that Nancy Malool
wrote in her letter to the editor of May 10,
that she is considering non-partisan elec-
tions. This is an issue that should be given
serious consideration. I was, however,
surprised to see her statements on the
surplus. These statements warrant seri-
ous attention.

She said that the Scotch Plains’ surplus
was $3.4 million at the end of 2006. If this
is referring to the number used in our
2007 budget, the “Surplus Balance De-
cember 31, 2006” was listed on sheet 32
of the just passed budget as $3,585,010,
about $185,010 above her number.

She also said that “$2.4 million is the
amount we used in this year’s budget.”
The only number I could find is the “sur-
plus anticipated,” which appears on line 1
of both sheets 4 and 11 of this year’s
budget as $2,475,000. This is higher by
$75,000 then Ms. Malool states.

If the numbers Ms. Malool used in her

letter are correct, why was the council
given incorrect numbers to prepare our
budget? Least Ms. Malool think my com-
ment is based on a “non-existent” con-
spiracy that I dreamed up she should
check our financial statement for 1998
and our budgets for 1999 and 2000. It
seems that the last time Democrats were
elected to the council in Scotch Plains, the
surplus was “low balled” by our staff by
over $150,000 for the Democrats to use in
the budget process that year. Of course,
the proper number was “discovered” the
next year.

The calculation Mrs. Malool made in
her letter, even with the right numbers,
would not result in the surplus on any day.
This number is what is called “surplus
balance remaining.” It is a number that is
used for accounting purposes to show
how much of the “surplus balance De-
cember 31, 2006” was not anticipated in
the 2007 budget.

Ms. Malool is right that the math is not
too difficult. The math is not the problem,
however. First, you must start out with the
right numbers and, second, you must un-
derstand what the numbers represent. This
is the way to do “word problems.” This is
also not difficult, but a little more difficult
than just addition and subtraction.

The municipal manager and council
often chide the taxpayers for not showing
interest in their government by coming to
meetings and expressing their views. They
also attack or have attacked anyone who
disagrees with them. Perhaps they only
want public participation by people who
they can write the questions and comments
for. I think it is good to have debate on
public issues, so that the people who con-
trol our resources for public dissemination
of information do not become so compla-
cent that they begin to think they can say
anything without having it challenged.

The majority on the council seems to
take the position that they, Mr. Atkins
and/or the chief financial officer, are be-
yond question. They are always right and
anyone who disagrees is a proper target
for ridicule. These views are based on the
implicit assumption that they own your
government and Scotch Plains is to be run
for their benefit and not for the benefit of
the taxpayers. Remember, the actions of
these people can have an effect on the
value of your home.

Dick Samuel
Scotch Plains

SP Gov. Can Improve
With New Ideas

Are you part of the problem or do you
want to be part of the solution?

I have read that we need more harmony
on our (Scotch Plains) Council, and I
agree; however, harmony should not mean
accepting the status quo and continuing
costly failed practices and procedures of
the past that costs our citizens millions of
dollars in unnecessary taxes.

I ran for office because I believed that
our township could be better managed
and that our tax dollars more wisely spent.
I still believe this, and I am more con-
vinced than ever that managing your
township’s resources more cost effi-
ciently, saving tax dollars, is not only a
possibility; it is absolutely attainable.

It’s time for change, and the old guard
can be part of the solution and contribute
and participate to our future well-being or
continue to live in the past and be part of
the problem. I encourage those staunch
defenders and spokespersons of failed
past policies to share with you the inex-
cusable poor conditions of our township’s
buildings. Town hall, the fire department,
and the department of public works, are
the most dire facilities in need of repair. I
am certain they won’t.

I would encourage you to visit them, go
inside and see for yourself the state of
disrepair they are in. I will share with you
that millions are and will be spent restor-
ing them, and that millions of tax dollars
could have been saved had our manage-
ment only had an effective ongoing build-
ing maintenance program in place.

Our township needs to operate more
prudently. Like your family, we have many
needs, but not unlimited resources. Not
unlike most family budgets, we must pri-
oritize needs and make prudent choices,
and avoid throwing good money after bad.

I continue to be optimistic about our
township’s and nation’s future, and I am
holding to my belief that government at all
levels can be improved and made to oper-
ate more cost efficiently. It starts with a
willingness to thoughtfully and respect-
fully listen and be open to new ideas.

Councilman Kevin Glover
Scotch Plains

Knights Thank Public
For Children Donations

On behalf of the recipients of our an-
nual fundraiser for mentally and physi-
cally challenged children, the Garwood
Knights of Columbus would like to thank
everyone for their generosity in dona-
tions to our members collecting outside
local stores in April. Your generosity
resulted in $4,150 being collected for
these children in county programs, in-
cluding the Garwood Pre-School Handi-
capped Program. Thank you for helping
the less fortunate.

Chairman Doug Chapman,
Grand Knight Tom Grady, Garwood
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Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Rousant – In heraldry, designating a

bird, rising as if preparing to fly
2. Trollop – An untidy or dirty woman
3. Acrisy – Condition in which no right

judgment can be formed
4. Queme – To please

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

TRICHOGENOUS
1. Producing hair
2. Introversion of the edge of the eyelid

or of any similar structure
3. Abnormal fear of childbirth
4. Producing three offspring

LOKE
1. The seed pod of legumes
2. A green vegetable pigment
3. Private road or lane
4. A given site or location

PALUDISM
1. Characterized by an ashy, white com-

plexion
2. Acting like a heroic champion; in a

knightly fashion
3. Malaria
4. Acting indiscreetly; carelessly

POLDER
1. Lowland reclaimed from a lake or

sea by means of high embankments
2. A phantom, ghost or vision
3. A flying squirrel
4. Given to be argumentative or dis-

agreeable

The Marine Corps Band Is Coming
To Help Us Remember and Honor
This Memorial Day, Monday, May 28, a special

honor for the area is in store, as the Marine Corps
Band from Albany, Ga. will march in the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Memorial Day parade. It’s sure to
be a stirring event. Pre-parade ceremonies start at 10
a.m. at Park Avenue and Front Street in Scotch
Plains. The Marine Corps Band will also provide a
special concert at the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School on Sunday evening, May 27, at 8 p.m.

Many people have worked hard to make this
tribute possible. This year, as in many other years,
veterans Frank Chupko and Joe McCourt of Scotch
Plains have undertaken much of the effort in organiz-
ing ceremonies to honor those who have made the
ultimate sacrifice to preserve our freedom.

While we are enjoying the parades and festivities
of the day, it is appropriate to reflect on the meaning
of this holiday. Memorial Day has its roots in the
ceremony surrounding decoration of the graves of
those who died fighting the Civil War, and was first
officially observed on May 30, 1868 by proclama-
tion of General John Logan, national commander of
the Grand Army of the Republic. Since then, the day
has expanded its scope to honor those who died
fighting in all American wars.

In 1971, the National Holiday Act moved Memo-

rial Day from May 30 to the last Monday in May,
creating a three-day weekend and establishing the
day as a federal holiday. This act changed the holiday
from a static date in the calendar to remember those
who died, to a carefree extended weekend of leisure.

Freedom isn’t easy, and it isn’t cheap. We are again
at war and our soldiers are in harm’s way. Some die.
It may not seem so real for those of us enjoying the
comforts of this great land.

There is growing apathy for this important holi-
day, with many Americans viewing Memorial Day
as an opportunity for a mini-vacation to kick off the
summer season. Many towns have not held Memo-
rial Day parades in years, and cemeteries nationwide
have gone undecorated.

Thankfully, our communities have been diligent in
observing Memorial Day. Westfield and Scotch
Plains-Fanwood will be holding parades, and Boy
Scout troops see to it that the gravesites of veterans
buried in our cemeteries are decorated.

Let us not be complacent during this holiday, nor
be complacent in protecting our freedom that is
threatened from many shadows. We urge all citizens
to attend the Memorial Day ceremonies. We’re sure
in Scotch Plains and Fanwood that the Marine Corps
Band will help us remember.


