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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

stihlusa.com

STIHL - 8,000 Servicing Dealers Nationwide!

Premium Brand. 
Affordable Price.

BG 55 Handheld Blower

$14995

Primer bulb and throttle 
lock ensure fast starts

Adjustable tube length

Optional vacuum and  
gutter kit attachments  
available
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Always wear protective apparel as recommended in your instruction manual.................................................................................

FS 45 Trimmer

$13995 Easy to use, well-balanced, 
lightweight homeowner trimmer

Lightweight, reliable and fast 
cutting

Dual line AUTOCUT® TapAction™ 
cutting head

UPGRADE TO: NOW JUST

$16995
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STIHL KombiSystem
One powerhead. Multiple attachments.

Powerhead Only

Change the easy-to-switch  
attachments with a turn of the knob.

Easily converts to other useful tools  
with these optional attachments  
(sold separately):
Edger, Hedge Trimmer, Pole Pruner,  
Cultivator, Trimmer, STIHL PowerSweep™

$17995
KM 55 R

Curved 
Shaft Edger 
Attachment 

$89.95

Must be 
purchased  

with at  
least  one 

attachment.

Cultivator 
Attachment

$169.95

UPGRADE TO: NOW JUST

$20995

Grass Trimmer 
Attachment 

$89.95

Shown  
with optional
EasySpool™  
cutting head

The Eardly T. Petersen Co.
224 Elmer St. • Westfield

908-232-5723 • www.etpetersen.com

County to Purchase Land
From Church for $8 Mil.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Freeholders took action Thursday to
purchase a 13-acre undeveloped land
behind St. Agnes Roman Catholic
Church in Clark for $8 million.

Victoria Drake Durbin, the direc-
tor of the county’s open space, recre-
ation and historical preservation fund,
said the purchase of the church prop-
erty creates connecting parklands
along Madison Hill Road purchased
by the county over the last few years.

Officials said the land abuts the 142-
acre Clark Reservoir, which the county
purchased for a dollar from the town-
ship. The county is also close to clos-
ing on the $6.25-million purchase of a
14-acre parcel from Hazelwood Cem-
etery and is in the process of develop-
ing for recreation use the former 13-
acre Esposito Farm property, bought
by the county for $2.9 million in 2003.
The county also owns Milton Lake.

Ms. Durbin said the county expects
to close on Hazelwood “very soon”
or by the summer and on the reservoir
“in the next couple of months.”

The acquisitions, when all com-
pleted, will connect the St. Agnes
property to the reservoir to Milton
Dam and Lake and across Madison
Hill Road to the Hazelwood property
to Esposito Park.

“It’s really phenomenal. It’s all on
Madison Hill Road,” Ms. Drake told
The Westfield Leader and The Times.

Ms. Durbin said the freeholders’
action would enable the county to com-
plete the agreement of sale, although
the closing will take several months,
as an environmental study must be
conducted prior to the closing.

“[The purchase] is very exciting,”
Ms. Durbin said.

Freeholder Dan Sullivan said the
county “had been talking with St.
Agnes for a couple months.

“It just shows the effectiveness of
this trust fund and the dedication of
this board to [preserve open space],”
Mr. Sullivan said.

He said the parish had considered
selling the land to a Catholic cem-
etery, but that plan received strong
opposition from neighbors.

Maryellen Taylor of New Provi-
dence said she didn’t want the land
overdeveloped for recreation. She said
land the county purchase in Berkeley
Heights is being developed for play-
ing fields that are close to railroad
tracks and, thus, would pose a safety
concern for children.

“I would say most likely this land is
going to be preserved the way it is,”
Mr. Sullivan responded. “It is pristine
land that borders on the reservoir.”

In other business, on the topic of
parks, Nancy Piwowar of Plainfield
said Green Brook Park in the city has
become an “environmental disaster.”
She said an existing stream “is chang-
ing course.”

She said the park has bottles and
other garbage throughout it because
park users “don’t know how to cleanup
after [themselves].”

Freeholder Adrian Mapp of
Plainfield said there is an erosion
problem in the park as a result of
construction, and that county parks
and recreation officials were looking
into the matter.

Garwood resident Bruce Paterson
was critical of the board for a newly
instituted fee for OPRA (Open Pub-
lic Records Act) requests concerning
the county’s check registry.

“Instead of opening government
up, it sounds like you are using it
(OPRA) to balance your budget,” Mr.
Paterson said.

Tina Renna of Cranford, president
of the Union County Watchdog Asso-
ciation, said donations to the organi-
zation are “pouring in” to help offset
the new county fee. She noted that
Westfield Councilman Sal Caruana
has donated $1,000 and District 21
legislators Senator Tom Kean, Jr. and
Assemblymen Jon Bramnick and Eric
Munoz have encouraged the Watch-
dog Association to challenge the
county’s new fee before the Govern-
ment Records Council.

At the start of the meeting, some 25
people protesting what they felt was “a
lack of justice” involving the death of a
teenager four years ago at the county’s
juvenile detention center in Elizabeth,
marched out of the meeting, chanting
“no justice, no peace.” As a protest, the
group sat through the reading of Pledge
of Allegiance and the prayer.

Eddie Sinclair, Jr. hung himself on
May 10, 2003, at the age of 17. Ac-
cording to a memorial website, he
was held only 12 hours before he
died. His estate has filed a lawsuit
against the county. His mother,
Yolanda Padilla, led the protest.

In a letter to the county, Mr. Sullivan
said the state’s Juvenile Justice Com-
mission has found the center to be “a
well-operated facility” that holds
“several fire drills each month, ex-
ceeding state policy,” and that “vast
improvements” have taken place over
the past few years.

The board approved a resolution
taking action to abolish a number of
county advisory boards.

It eliminates the ad hoc committee
for Galloping Hill Golf Course, advi-
sory board on education, AIDS advi-
sory board, consumer affairs advisory
board, golf committee, mosquito con-
trol advisory board, narcotics advi-
sory board, Union County Committee
on the Status of Libraries, trap and
skeet advisory board, Union County
Americans with Disabilities Advisory
Board, Union County Juvenile Deten-
tion/Criminal Justice Advisory Board,
Union County School to Work Ad Hoc
Committee, Union County Shared
Services Committee and Voter Acces-
sibility Advisory Committee.

Newark, JC Mayors
Endorse Obama

Newark Mayor Cory Booker and
Jersey City Mayor Jerramiah Hely en-
dorsed United States Senator Barack
Obama in his bid for the Presidency in
2008 at a Monday press conference at
Teterboro Airport, according to nj.com.

“Barack Obama is going to help
ensure that the American dream – as
bold and broad as it is – is accessible
to all Americans,” Mayor Booker said.

Corzine Replaces
2 County Prosecutors

Governor Jon Corzine appointed
new prosecutors in Atlantic and Mor-
ris Counties to replace two Republi-
can appointees.

According to The Asbury Park Press,
Theodore Housel, a Democrat, de-
fense lawyer and former first assistant
prosecutor in Cape May County, would
replace four-term Prosecutor Jeffrey
Blitz. Mr. Blitz, the longest-serving
county prosecutor in the state, was
first appointed by Governor Tom Kean
(R) in 1985, reappointed by Governor
Jim Florio (D), Governor Christie
Whitman (R) and Acting Governor
Don DiFrancesco (R).

In reappointing Mr. Blitz, Governor
Florio said, “Justice can’t be measured
by the yardstick of partisan politics.”

Prior to retiring, State Senator Rob-
ert Gormley (R, Atlantic) sought to
have him re-appointed.

The Daily Record has reported that
the Governor has nominated Democrat
Robert Bianchi, an attorney and former
assistant prosecutor in Hudson County,
to replace Prosecutor Michael
Rubbinaccio, a Republican. State Sena-
tor Anthony Bucco (R, Morris) had
sought to have Superior Court Judge

Thomas J. Critchley Jr. The judge with-
drew his nomination after a stalemate
arose in the process, the paper reported.

“The nominations are subject to
the advice and consent of the senate,”
according to the Governor’s office.

Doherty Names Garrett
To Panel for Senate Bid

Politicsnj.com has reported that po-
tential U.S. Senate candidate and State
Assemblyman Michael Doherty (R,
LD-23) has named Republican Con-
gressman Scott Garrett to head his
exploratory committee. Mr. Garrett
will serve as a co-chairman with Sen-
ate Minority Leader Leonard Lance.

Mr. Doherty seeks the GOP nomi-
nation to face four-term incumbent
Frank Lautenberg.

Anne Estabrook, a realtor and
former state chamber of commerce
president, also seeks the GOP nomi-
nation. The election is next year.

Former Administrator
Sues Roselle Mayor

Ex-Roselle Business Administrator
David G. Brown II has filed a lawsuit
against Mayor Garrett Smith and the
council for wrongful termination.

Mr. Brown accuses the mayor of
illegally assuming the responsibili-
ties of the business administrator and
has asked the court to block Mr. Smith
from serving in that capacity, accord-
ing to The Star Ledger.

Previous lawsuits by former public
works Superintendent Carl Bowles
and former Urban Enterprise Zone
Coordinator Cherron Rountree, seek
reinstatement and financial compen-
sation, the paper reported.

Mayor Smith faces a challenge in
his reelection bid in the June Demo-
cratic Primary.

NJTPA Board Authorizes
$1 Bil. For 2nd Rail Tunnel

NEWARK – The North Jersey
Transportation Planning Authority
(NJTPA) board on Monday autho-
rized the use of $1 billion in federal
highway funds for the construction of
a second trans-Hudson passenger rail
tunnel.

“The NJTPA is committed to the
success of the Access to the Region’s
Core (ARC) project,” said NJTPA
Chairman Daniel Sullivan, a Union
County freeholder. “Our long-range
plan identifies it as the region’s high-
est transit expansion priority, and this
funding approach puts us that much
closer to seeing it become a reality.”

The tunnel would double passen-
ger rail capacity between New Jersey
and New York City, according to a
NJTPA press release.

“I would like to thank the NJTPA
Board of Trustees for [its] leadership,”

said NJ Transit Executive Director Ri-
chard Sarles. “The Governor’s funding
commitment sends a strong message to
Washington that this region is intent on
building this project on schedule.”

Under the plan, $1 billion in fed-
eral highway funds would be “flexed”
to help pay for the ARC tunnel, while
an equal amount of state Transporta-
tion Trust Fund (TTF) dollars would
be used to fund road projects.

“Together with the commitment
from the Port Authority, we would
have $3.5 billion committed to this
project, which positions ARC at the
head of the line nationally relative to
competing for federal funds,” said NJ
Transportation Commissioner and NJ
Transit Chairman Kris Kolluri.

Monday’s vote by the full board of
trustees followed a unanimous en-
dorsement of the proposal last week
by the NJTPA’s Project Prioritization
Committee, chaired by Sussex County
Freeholder Susan Zellman.

Additional funding for the project
would begin in 2008 and continue
over 10 years, including $50 million
in 2008 and 2009, $75 million in
2010 and 2011, $100 million in 2012
and 2013, $150 million in years 2014
to 2016 and $100 million in 2017.

NJ Transit recently completed hear-
ings on the project. The next step
includes completing an environmen-
tal impact statement.

The ARC program includes two new
single-track railroad tunnels between
New Jersey and New York and signal
and track improvements along and
adjacent to the Northeast Corridor.

Locally, the project would allow
for a one-seat rail service to New
York on NJ Transit’s Raritan Valley
line, which includes Westfield. The
project includes expanded station
capacity for New York Penn Station
at 34th Street, with underground con-
nections to multiple New York City
subway lines and PATH trains.

• Registered Nurses on-site 24 hours/day

• Physician, Nurse Practitioner & other Specialists on-site

• Alzheimer’s & Dementia Services

• Separate Medicare Certified Skilled Nursing & Rehab on-site

Equal Housing Opportunity

Where can you and
your parents enjoy a  

�

At

�summer break?

Assisted Living

�

Call 908-580-3824
or visit www.fellowshipvillage.org
for information or to schedule a tour.

9000 Fellowship Road, Basking Ridge, NJ 07920

Your parents deserve the best that life has to offer. Park Place is pleased to 
provide it for them. If your parents are no longer able to care for themselves or their
home, or if they’re becoming more isolated, it’s time to consider Park Place. We offer
upscale Assisted Living for those who are used to the finer things in life. Residents enjoy
superior amenities and many opportunities for socialization within a close-knit,
friendly community. Plus, with personalized healthcare options, you can rest assured
that your parents will receive the best care possible. Whether it is for a short-term
respite stay or a long term solution, visit us today and find out why more people are
choosing Park Place at Fellowship Village.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TOTAL ENJOYMENT IN THE HOME…Westfield Electronics sales manager
Howard Cohen, right, explains to Max Lara, left, and general manager Michael
March how to enjoy having a total home-entertainment system installed in one’s
home. Westfield Electronics opened its state-of-the-art showroom on 226 North
Avenue, West, in Westfield.


