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Fanwood Mews Development Wall FallsFW Planning Bd. Continues
To Scrutinize TDR Program

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

By MICHELLE BUCCOLA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — “The draft docu-
ments [of the Transfer of Develop-
ment Rights (TDR) program] lack
a thorough understanding of his-
toric preservation,” said Nancy
Zerbe, president of Arch2, Inc., in
her presentation at the Fanwood
Planning Board meeting Monday
night.

The board had asked Ms. Zerbe
to review the documents outlining
the proposed TDR program from a
historic-preservation perspective.

While Ms. Zerbe commended
the borough for its “interesting
and new approach,” she said she
could tell that the documents were
drafted without a lot of input from
someone with background knowl-
edge in the area of historic preser-
vation.

She said her chief concern sur-
rounded the “tricky wording”
throughout the documents. For ex-
ample, Ms. Zerbe asked the board
what the phrase “consistent with
existing aesthetics” would mean to
a non-contributing property in the
sending area.

“My recommendation is that you
tighten up the phrasing,” said Ms.
Zerbe, “with clearer language that
both the community and the regula-
tors will understand.”

In addition, Ms. Zerbe cautioned
the board about the implied as-
sumption that “current” equals
“historic.” For example, she said a
house might have shutters at the
time of the current deed, but re-
search into photo archives could
show that the house did not have
those shutters near the time of the
construction of the home.

Speaking to The Times on
Wednesday morning, she said if a
feature is not historic, the facade-
easement arrangement does not

need to protect it.
Ms. Zerbe suggested that the

board re-examine the allocation of
“credits.” People within the send-
ing zone (the Fanwood Park His-
toric District near North and Martine
Avenues) can get credits by partici-
pating in the TDR program. By
attaining more credits, a property
accrues more value.

Ms. Zerbe told The Times the
goal is to “make sure the optimum
value is going to contributing struc-
tures,” which concern those in a
historic district rather than, for ex-
ample, new ranch houses in a non-
contributing area.

Additionally, Ms. Zerbe raised
concerns about the new role the
Historic Preservation Commis-
sion (HPC) would take on. “Until
now, your HPC has not had a par-
ticularly regulatory role, while
TDR would throw it into this po-
sition.”

Ms. Zerbe suggested ways to help
the HPC assume the responsibility
of its new role, including making
sure it has thorough training to help
all its members understand the pro-
cess. She said the borough should
make sure the HPC has the profes-
sional guidance it needs through-
out the startup process. Also, Ms.
Zerbe said the borough might want
to reexamine the HPC’s pool of
candidates to determine whether
they are qualified for these respon-
sibilities.

Ms. Zerbe examined “whether
the borough even needs TDR” in
order to preserve its historic re-
sources. According to Ms. Zerbe,
there are currently 168 communi-
ties in New Jersey that have historic
preservation ordinances, with
Fanwood among them. Under the
current ordinance, the borough has
identified three properties – the train

Leib, Kraus, Grispin and Roth Law Firm
Closes After 35 Years on SP’s Park Avenue
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – After serving
Scotch Plains and surrounding com-
munities for more than 35 years, the
doors of Leib, Kraus, Grispin and

Roth closed for the last time on April
30.

Located at 328 Park Avenue in
Scotch Plains, the law firm had offi-
cially opened for business on January
1, 1972, and was originally known as

Read, Leib, Shear and Kraus. The
firm changed names two more times
before 1986, when it became as it is
known today. Robert Shear and Rob-
ert Read relocated in 1974 and 1977,
respectively.

According to Robert Kraus, the
firm’s initial goal was to “establish a
general suburban law practice with
an emphasis on the needs of business
and personal clients.” The result, he
added, was the development of a prac-
tice that “focused on business needs,
general and personal injury litiga-
tion, family law, real estate and land
use and estate planning.”

Mr. Kraus concentrated his prac-
tice in land use, real estate, estate
planning and family law. For years,
he has appeared regularly before many
different planning and zoning boards.
He has also handled litigation in land
use and commercial transactions, as
well as numerous complex real estate
transactions. He is the president of
Flemington Trade Center, LLC, a land
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Ingrid McKinley for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
STANDING FIRM...After more than 35 years of business, Scotch Plains law firm
Leib, Kraus, Grispin and Roth closed its doors on April 30.

SP Council to Vote on Parking
Restrictions Near SPFHS

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council expects to vote next week
to give the police department the au-
thority to temporarily restrict parking
on Church Street and West Court, so
emergency vehicles may safely
traverse those streets. Police Chief
Brian Mahoney asked the council for
such authority after a recent house fire
on Church Street during which fire,
police and rescue squad personnel had
difficulty maneuvering among cars
parked there during the day.

At the council’s conference meet-
ing on Tuesday, Township Attorney
Brian Levine said the incident raised
the question of what would happen if,
in a similar situation, emergency ve-
hicles were unable to get through.
Mr. Levine said he had concerns about
potential liability on the township’s
part in such a situation.

At its meeting next Tuesday, the
council will give the police the au-
thority to restrict parking on the two
streets for a three-month period. Of-
ficials said it would likely only affect
high-school student parking for the
remaining weeks of the school year.
Officials said a committee made up
of representatives from the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
and the two towns is discussing a
more permanent solution to the stu-
dent-parking problem.

Mayor Martin Marks said Scotch
Plains is working on a plan for on-
street parking permits that would dis-
perse the parking on neighborhood
streets. He said Fanwood Mayor Col-
leen Mahr is encouraging the
borough’s council to move forward
with a similar solution. Officials ex-
pect 60 new parking slots will be avail-
able at the high school in September.
The BOE is discussing utilizing some
spaces in the lot behind St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church on Westfield Avenue.

In other business, the council gave
its approval for recreation officials to
bring the proposed south-side soccer
field project before the township plan-
ning board for its input. According to
Councilman Jeffrey Strauss, the plan
for the field, to be located behind the
firehouse at the corner of Martine
Avenue and Raritan Road, has been
modified to accommodate some
neighborhood concerns.

A row of parking spaces closest to
residential areas will be eliminated;
there will be 50 parking spaces at the
site. The bleachers will be moved
across the soccer field and be situated
alongside Martine Avenue, which
“ought to make it a little quieter” for
neighborhood residents, Mr. Strauss
said. Mayor Marks, noting the plan-
ning board’s light agenda of late, said
he expects the board will be able to
“act quickly” on the field proposal.

David B. Corbin for The Times
HELPING THE RAIDERS WIN THE WCT…Raider senior Adam Biner, center,
helped the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School boys’ track team win its fourth
straight Watchung Conference title by crossing first in the 1,600 meters.

Wayne Baker and Fred Lecomte for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SEARCH AND RESCUE...Blitz, a search dog, checks through debris at the
Livingston Wilbor site for additional victims at 7:40 p.m. on Tuesday following
Fanwood’s Station Mews wall collapse. BUCKET BRIGADE...Right, firemen
form a bucket brigade to carefully move debris during rescue efforts following
Tuesday’s wall collapse.

Steven Kasich for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
COLLAPSE…The collapse of a concrete firewall at the South Avenue Station Mews redevelopment project, right, brought down the roof of Livingston-Wilbor Corporation,
left. The collapse trapped three individuals inside the Fanwood business. Two injured persons were Medivac’ed to Robert Wood University Hospital in New Brunswick.

Collapse of Mews Wall Injures 2 Workers at Neighboring
Business; Borough Begins Investigation into Cause

By WAYNE BAKER
AND PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Three people were
trapped inside a South Avenue ma-
chine shop Tuesday afternoon when a
concrete block firewall from the three-
story Station Mews redevelopment
project now under construction col-
lapsed the roof of the single-story
Livingston Wilbor Corporation at 238
South Avenue.

At a news conference Tuesday,
Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr and
other officials said the cause of the
collapse was unknown and is under
investigation. They said early reports
indicating a gas explosion were in-
correct.

Fanwood Police Chief Donald
Domanoski, when questioned after
the press conference by The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, speculated
that wind was likely a factor in the
collapse.

Fanwood Police Lieutenant Rich-
ard Trigo told The Times that it is not
known when the borough’s building
inspector, Bruce Helmstetter, last in-
spected the Mews project.

Mayor Mahr said the 911 call was
received at 1:59 p.m. Livingston-
Wilbor employee Christina Haigh,
71, of Middlesex County was freed at
2:35 p.m. and walked out of the build-
ing without assistance. Owner Garry
Wilbor, 67, of Flemington was freed
at 2:52 p.m. and Medivac-ed to Rob-
ert Wood Johnson University Hospi-
tal (RWJ) with leg injuries. The third
trapped person, a 58-year-old
Westfield male customer of the busi-
ness, sustained internal injuries and
was removed at 3:03 p.m. to
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Cen-
ter, then also Medivac-ed to RWJ.

Both hospitalized men were de-
scribed as being in stable condition.

Scott James, a supervisor at
Livingston-Wilbor, said “two floors
of the wall and roof collapsed in on
us,” trapping Mr. Wilbor and a client
inside. Mr. James said four employ-
ees were in the office at the time.

“It fell right on his (Mr. Wilbor’s)
office. If he was at his desk in his
office like he usually is, he would be
dead right now,” Mr. James said.

“[The collapse] didn’t take long,”
he said. “I didn’t know what the hell
it was. The whole building just came
down.”

Lou Hornlein, the manager of Sov-
ereign Bank, located next door to
Livingston-Wilbor, said he “heard a
‘boom’ noise. The building shook.”
He said he looked up and saw “the
windows blown out.”

He described the collapse as “sort
of like slow motion.”

Westfield Fire Chief Dan Kelly said
Westfield and Plainfield engines and
a Cranford ladder truck were the “first
three mutual-aid companies to arrive
on the scene in Fanwood.”

He said Westfield firefighters
worked to “extricate” one of the
trapped victims, later identified by a
Times photographer as Mr. Wilbor.

“Guys were physically on the pile
working to remove one of the vic-
tims,” Chief Kelly said. “He was un-
derneath [debris]. They could see him,
could communicate to him. It was the
arduous task of systematically re-
moving parts of the structure one
piece at a time. When more help got
there, they formed a human chain to
pass the stuff off. When the Elizabeth
rescue truck got there, they made use
of their electric and pneumatic equip-
ment to break up the material.”

In addition to Westfield, fire and
rescue personnel from Elizabeth,
Bayonne, Jersey City, Hoboken and
Rahway, as well as local departments
of Scotch Plains and Springfield,
responded to assist Fanwood emer-
gency services. Union County Po-
lice and Hazmat also were on the
scene.

As part of the rescue operation, the
Urban Search and Rescue Teams
(USAR) from the larger cities in the
area arrived about the time the trapped
individuals were freed, officials said.
Because they had been told everyone
was out of the collapsed building,
rescue and search crews worked to
shore up the damaged portion of the
structure.

They built a heavy structure sup-
porting the tilted eastern wall of the
machine shop, anchoring it to the
ground, and taking advantage of ter-
rain like curbs and trees to secure it,
rescue personnel told The Times. This
bracing would keep the wall and the
remaining roof it was supporting from
collapsing while the search was un-
derway, officials said.

At about 8:25 p.m., a crew with two
dogs entered the structure to ensure
that no more victims were inside.
Both the dogs are “live-find” dogs

and are among the last still working
to have served at the World Trade
Center.

A third dog, classified as a recov-
ery dog, was also on the scene, but,

because of his different specialty, did
not enter the collapse site. After about
a half-hour of searching by both dogs
and humans, it was determined that
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