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Mayors, Air Traffic Advisory
Panel Oppose FAA Plan

By JOHN SKOWORONSKI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

NEWARK – Local area residents
and representatives attended a Fed-
eral Aviation Administration (FAA)
meeting at the Sheraton Hotel in New-
ark last Wednesday evening, at which
agency officials discussed proposed
changes in both takeoff and landing
patterns being considered in an at-
tempt to reduce delays, increase ca-
pacity and mitigate noise at Newark
Liberty Airport.

The agency proposes a plan that it
says would “combine high-altitude
and low-altitude airspace” to allow
more flights in the area, while main-
taining safety and reducing noise lev-
els for residents around the airport.

Numerous maps and computer
simulations were displayed showing
the various routes overlaying the lo-
cal geography for attendees to exam-
ine.

“These changes will positively
impact the air traffic [noise] around
Newark Airport while maintaining
safety,” Steve Kelley, the FAA’s air-
space redesign program manager, told
the audience.

“Environmental emissions were
also taken into account when making
concessions about noise,” Mr. Kelley
said. Later, he said, “it’s a good-news,
bad-news story. Ocean routing re-
duces noise, but it negatively impacts
emissions since the routes may be
considerably longer and they may
also block traffic from other airports
such as LaGuardia, so they cannot be
implemented.”

Data released by the FAA during

the meeting indicates that the
Westfield area would see an overall
slight decrease in noise, relative to
takeoffs and departures, once the
changes take effect.

“The data may show that the sound
levels will be about the same as they
are now, but we never find their data
to be accurate,” said Dennis Hardie of
the Scotch Plains Aircraft Noise Com-
mittee, Inc.

“Arrivals are not the problem,” said
Barbara Reedem of Westfield. “Run-
way 22 (at Newark Liberty Interna-
tional Airport) departures are the big
problem,” referring to the runway that
would come directly towards the
Westfield-Scotch Plains area.

“In 1989, we went from being a
quiet community to experiencing lots
of noise, and our experience is that
you can’t believe what they say,” Mr.
Hardie added, saying he urges people
to submit comments to the FAA and
do so quickly because of the “very
tight timeline.”

As part of the redesign that has
been in development since December
2005, the FAA has proposed different
strategies for changing air traffic, in-
cluding the “fanning” of the flight
patterns over the region, the use of
ocean routes and changes in altitudes
during takeoffs and landings.

Although the FAA contends its
measures would reduce noise, mul-
tiple questions from the audience
expressed skepticism and reiterated
Mr. Hardie’s sentiment.

FAA data states that because of the
changes in altitudes and because of the

Courtesy of the FAA
AIR TRAFFIC…The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has proposed
changes to air traffic patterns in the area for landings and departures at Newark
Airport. Pictured above is the web of flights, rearranged to pass over the region
from traffic surrounding the New York, New Jersey and Philadelphia hub. See
goleader.com/features to download detailed FAA reports.
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David Samsky for The Westfield Leader
DOGGIN’ DOWN…Lew Porziazzo, center, won the Windmill hot dog-eating contest at Sunday’s Spring Fling street fair.
He is now eligible to enter the next Windmill event for $1,000, winner-take-all, in Lake Como on August 11.

Appeals Court Reverses WF
Woman’s Suit Against County

Abby Ryan for The Westfield Leader
UNITED WAY STAND…Keith Hertell, Westfield Symphony Gala chairman,
left, and Mark Fleder, president of the Westfield Symphony Orchestra Board of
Trustees welcome Honorary Chair Linda Maggio, executive director of the
Westfield United Way, to the Westfield Symphony Orchestra fundraising Gala
2007, East Meets West, at Shackamaxon Golf and Country Club in Scotch Plains
on Saturday. See additional photos at goleader.com/photos.

By STEVEN REILLY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA — A state appeals court has
reversed a lower-court decision on a
lawsuit brought by a Westfield woman
who alleges she did not receive a job
promotion because of her political
affiliation.

David Corrigan, an attorney repre-
senting Maria Todaro, a county em-
ployee who said she was denied a
promotion because she was a regis-
tered Republican and the county is
run by Democrats, said his client
should be promoted to superinten-
dent of the county’s division of
weights and measures. The division
is responsible for checking to ensure
accuracy of gasoline pumps, super-
market scales, store scanners and other
measurement devices.

“My client should get the position
or front pay,” Mr. Corrigan said. “A
jury said that she was illegally dis-
criminated against because of poli-
tics, and now the county still will not
give her the job.”

A jury awarded Ms. Todaro, who
has been with the county division
since 1993, $378,000 in 2005 after
the court concluded that she was de-
nied the position based on her politi-
cal affiliation. The two parties later
reached an out-of-court $300,000
settlement on the discrimination
charge, but Ms. Todaro appealed the

second part of the suit that she was the
most qualified candidate.

“My client has been vindicated by
the decision,” Mr. Corrigan said. “Ms.
Todaro is the most qualified person
for the superintendent position. If the
county did the right thing in the first
place, we would not be here today.”

Although Ms. Todaro won the dis-
crimination case in state superior court
in Elizabeth, the judge declined to
appoint her to the county job, Mr.
Corrigan said. The case was appealed
and now has been remanded back to
state court. A new trial is scheduled to
begin on July 16 before Superior Court
Judge Ross Anzaldi.

“My client has the most experience
and scored the highest on the applica-
tion for the superintendent’s posi-
tion,” Mr. Corrigan said. “But based
on politics, the county hired an appli-
cant who scored the lowest on the test
and has the least seniority.”

The county hired Michael Florio,
the son of Joseph Florio, a Democrat
on the Union Township Committee
for more than 10 years.

Joseph Florio was the first Democrat
elected to the formally Republican-
dominated Township of Union govern-
ing body in 1991 as the candidate of
choice for the Township of Union
Democratic Committee, led by Joseph
Cryan, currently a state assemblyman
and head of the state Democratic Party.

When asked for comment, County
spokesman Sebastian D’Elia said,
“The county cannot comment on on-
going litigation.”

Publisher’s Note
This edition of The Westfield

Leader has been mailed to every
household and business in Westfield,
as well as to our subscribers in other
towns. Our 35th annual edition of
This Is Westfield is included here
and in The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times. We hope you enjoy it.

Entering our 118th year of busi-
ness and service to the community,
we use this opportunity to present
ourselves to those of you who are
not subscribers. Please join us.
Reading is good for you.

goleader.com/subscribe.
Horace Corbin, Publisher

Special Townwide Edition with This Is Westfield 2007

Fyffe to Review Student Broadcasts,
Sparks Censorship Debate

By VICTORIA McCABE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Westfield High
School Interim Principal Dennis
Fyffe’s decision to invoke his right to
prior review of “Blue Devil News”
(“BDN”) television shows on TV-36
has sparked censorship debate be-
tween student journalists, teachers
and school and town officials.

Mr. Fyffe’s decision to review each
program before student journalists
submit it to the local-access channel
came after a commentary segment in
the most recent “BDN” broadcast
sparked concerns from Westfield
Mayor Andrew Skibitsky and school
administrators, multiple sources con-
firmed.

“BDN,” a collaboration between
WHS’s broadcast journalism and
broadcast television production
classes, both in their first year of
existence, has produced and aired 10
shows on TV-36 since last October.

In the show’s past two episodes,
WHS senior and “BDN” commen-
tary anchor Kim Angus presented
commentary pieces in which she criti-
cized certain aspects of town-council
proceedings. The second part of the
commentary was a part of the
program’s 10th episode, which first
aired on April 1, according to Direc-
tor of Blue Devils TV John Burns.

“They did a segment on the council
that I thought wasn’t fair to some
council people they interviewed,”
Mayor Skibitsky said. He said he
relayed that opinion to then-BOE
President Anne Riegel.

Upon learning of the concerns,
Superintendent of Schools William
Foley reviewed the episode and said,
“We didn’t feel that the piece should
be pulled, but we felt we have stan-
dards for broadcasts that weren’t met.”

“I thought the overall broadcast
was fine,” Mr. Foley said. “I thought
it was unfair of a student to refer to
TV-36 as a propaganda machine, es-
pecially as she was on the air. TV-36
is a local access channel, not propa-
ganda.”

Miss Angus began her segment by
saying, “I understand that TV-36 is
the propaganda installment for the
town to parade and gloat their accom-
plishments. However, here I am on
Channel 36 with my true unfiltered
opinions about the Town of Westfield
and the government that runs it.” She
then enumerated her ideas for im-
proving town-government operations.

Mr. Foley said he relayed concerns
he heard to Mr. Fyffe and requested a
meeting with the principal and “BDN”
adviser Warren Hynes, a WHS En-
glish and broadcast journalism
teacher. “We decided that the broad-
casts should be reviewed at several
different levels,” the superintendent
said.

Under the new procedures, “BDN”
will submit the finished copy of its
broadcast to the principal for review.
Mr. Fyffe said he would view and
return the show as quickly as pos-

sible.
Miss Angus said that, as research

for her piece, she attended four town
council meetings and called and e-
mailed council members repeatedly
since mid-January.

She said she believed her piece was
“opinionated but fair.” She said no
council member or BOE member con-
tacted her personally after the com-
mentary aired; she said Mr. Hynes
was the first to inform her about “dis-
taste” for her piece and that she later
spoke with the principal regarding
prior review.

Mr. Fyffe said he met with Miss
Angus and a fellow “BDN” reporter.
“I think they understood my concerns
and where I’m coming from,” he said.
“Our primary role here is education,
and that’s what this is here.”

Hi’s Eye, WHS’s weekly non-cen-
sored newspaper, in an April 20 news
article said Mr. Foley was not in favor
of prior review, but the superinten-
dent told The Westfield Leader that
was a “misinterpretation.”

He said he agrees with the
principal’s decision: “We are teach-
ing students to be journalists, and
they must meet certain standards.
Mostly, I think that teachers can
handle that, but because [the broad-
cast journalism program] is new, I
asked if we had clear standards for
review and asked if, at least right now,
Mr. Fyffe could be involved.”

Mr. Fyffe said those standards in-
clude “accurate facts, tone and use of
the English language.”

Ms. Riegel said the BOE approved
the broadcast curriculum last year –
“it calls for standards of research
quality and journalism ethics.” She
declined to comment on whether she
believed “BDN” journalists violated
those ethics.

“There has been a policy in place
that says the principal must review
student publications in advance,” Mr.
Foley said. “I don’t think it’s feasible
for Mr. Fyffe to review everything
that students produce…I’m actually
going to amend the policy to make its
language more discretionary.”

Mr. Fyffe said this is not a First
Amendment issue. “I’m not inter-
ested in censoring, muzzling or prior
restraint of content,” he said. “This
isn’t a content issue at all.”

“We’re not talking about pulling
broadcasts,” Mr. Foley said. “We ex-
pect that when things are presented,
they would be accurate.”

Mr. Hynes, a 14-year journalism
veteran, defended the integrity of his
students’ work.

“In the three schools I’ve taught at,
this is the first time I’ve seen students
attend [four] council meetings. I was
very impressed, and I supported [Miss
Angus] saying what she felt she had
to say,” he said. “From my perspec-
tive, I think it’s very important that a
student doesn’t break (school policy)
laws. This student put in a lot of
work…and it was very important to
allow that to play out.”

Former WHS principal Robert Petix

Kimball Homeowners Appeal
To WF Council on Denied Changes

By MICHAEL POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Kim and Jim
Peterson, who own a home on Kimball
Avenue, appealed to the town council
Tuesday night following the historic
preservation commission’s rejection
of their planned renovations. The
couple’s home sits in a municipal
historic district.

As reported in the April 12 edition of
The Westfield Leader, new Town Plan-
ner Judith Thornton reviewed the his-
toric preservation ordinance with Town
Engineer Ken Marsh and Town Attor-

ney Robert Cockren and “tried to give
(the historic preservation commission)
a little more teeth in an advisory capac-
ity,” Code Review and Town Property
Committee Chairman Jim Foerst said
at an April 10 work session.

At that meeting, Mr. Marsh said the
amendments would eliminate a clause
that “allows (people), after one year
having been denied, to do what they
want. That loophole is gone now.”

Mrs. Peterson told The Leader,
through telephone conversations af-
ter the meeting, that the family bought
the Kimball Avenue home in July

2006 and has since sold its former
residence on Sylvania Place, living
elsewhere in Westfield for the time
being. The Petersons want to extend
the porch off the front of the house to
“wrap around” and meet with an ex-
tended kitchen (an eight- to 10-foot
expansion); in addition, they want to
make an 18-foot extension on the
other side of the house to create a
library, mudroom and bathroom.

They applied to the historic preser-
vation commission in November 2006
and met three times – in December,
January and February. The Petersons
and their architect submitted nine or 10
separate plans to a subcommittee com-
prised of commission members and
Kimball residents. After reviewing the
plans, which cost $12,000 to $15,000,
the subcommittee “just told us what
they didn’t want,” Mrs. Peterson said.

Mr. Peterson said to the council,
Tuesday night, “the neighbors are try-
ing to run the council.” He said the
neighbors’ gripes against the construc-
tion, including the position of the pro-
posed kitchen and an allegation of
building materials being stored in the
garage, are “the dumbest things.”

On February 26, the commission
formally denied the application, at
which time the 12-month waiting pe-
riod, previously alluded to by Mr.
Marsh, began. However, suggested
changes to the historic preservation
ordinance submitted to the planning
board by the council have eliminated
that “loophole,” creating a situation in
which, once an applicant is denied, he
or she would have to appeal to the town.

Mrs. Peterson said to the council
on Tuesday she “needed to know if
we are grandfathered” into the previ-
ous arrangement or if they are subject

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
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Council Passes $36-Million
Municipal Budget, 7-2

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The town council
passed the 2007 municipal budget on
Tuesday by a 7-2 count, with Third
Ward Councilman David Haas and
Fourth Ward Councilman Tom
Bigosinski voting against its passage.

This year’s proposed $36-million
municipal budget represents a $2
million (6.1 percent) jump from last
year’s spending plan of $33.96 mil-
lion, with a tax levy of 6.1 percent.

The proposed 2007 budget amounts
to an increase of approximately $119
a year ($9.91 a month) on the average
assessed home in Westfield, which,
for 2007, is $181,500. More than $20
million of the revenue side (56 per-
cent) of the budget will come from
local property taxes.

Mr. Haas, a member of the finance
policy committee, said the group “pro-
duced a budget that, in many areas,
was very good,” but still believed “it
was unnecessary to automatically give
part-time employees the same raise
as we give (non-aligned) full-time
employees.”

After the meeting, Mr. Bigosinski
told newspapers “by not designating
part-time attorneys as consultants, the
town incurs a pension obligation. We
pay now, and the entire state pays at
the time of retirement.”

He also said the process of select-
ing attorneys is not put out to bid,

“like it is in Cranford.”
When asked how much of the $36-

million budget his concerns accounted
for, he said “a small portion.” How-
ever, he noted that “the pension sys-
tem in this state is $24-billion
underfunded…I’m looking at the big-
ger picture.”

Mayor Andy Skibitsky said the bud-
get was “very good,” considering there
were “a lot of restrictions.” In addition
to mentioning two full-time positions
that were eliminated, he also pointed to
the situation at TV-36 – where the town
scaled down the position of director to
part-time, but has seen the “program-
ming and content has grown exponen-
tially” – as a model for future budgets.

GW Board OK’s Masonry
Trucks Storage at Building

see story on page 13
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POLICE BLOTTER

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
PARTY TIME...Republicans gather for a fundraiser at Echo Lake Country Club
in Westfield last Friday evening to support the election of Westfield Town Council
candidates, Frank Arena, JoAnn Neylan, Mark Ciarrocca and Jim Foerst. Picture
above, left to right, are: Asm. Jon Bramnick of Westfield, Asm. Eric Munoz of
Summit, Sen. Tom Kean, Jr. of Westfield and Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky.

Spending too much on car insurance?

THE BUCK STOPS HERE.

Only Allstate® Your Choice Auto 
has all these ways to save:
 • Safe Driving BonusSM

 • Deductible RewardsSM

 • Accident Forgiveness

 • New Car Replacement

Now with new, lower rates in New Jersey, can 

you afford not to be in Good Hands®? Call 

me today.

RON BANSKY
(800) 554-6964
715 CENTRAL AVE.  - SUITE 10
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RonBansky@allstate.com

Come and compare your current
policy with one from Allstate

Insurance subject to availability and qualifications. Allstate new Jersey Property and
Casualty Company: Bridgewater, NJ. © 2007 Allstate Insurance Company

proximity of Westfield to the airport, an
increase in noise during takeoffs from Run-
way 22 would take place, but states that
decreased impact in landings would yield
an overall reduction in statistical noise.

When asked during the question-and-
answer period about certain routing, Mr.
Kelley said the purpose of the changes
were not only to reduce noise but to
reduce emissions, increase operational
efficiency and safety, which were all taken

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader
HOW MANY CAN YOU EAT?…Windmill of Westfield’s Vivian Lee displays
the hot dogs contestants would shortly jam down their throats hoping to eat the
most buns and dogs in five minutes. The restaurant held the contest at Sunday’s
Spring Fling street fair.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
WELCOME BACK…State Police Superintendent Colonel Rick Fuentes, right, a
product of Garwood public schools, receives the “Garwood People Making A
Difference Award” at the Education Foundation of Garwood’s appreciation
dinner, held April 26 by the Foundation’s John Moran. Mr. Fuentes graduated
from Lincoln School in 1965 and Arthur L. Johnson Regional High School in
Clark in 1969.

Westfield
Friday, April 20, Sheila Gillmore, 37,

of Newark was arrested at the Clifton
Police Department on an outstanding
Westfield criminal warrant with bail of
$150. She was committed on default of
bail to the Union County jail. Friday,
April 20, an incident of criminal mischief
was reported at a Mountain Avenue house
used by the Westfield Historical Society,
in which a piece of plywood covering a
rear doorway was removed. No other
damage was reported.

Saturday, April 21, Alejandro Morales,
24, of Newark was arrested at the Harrison
Police Department on two outstanding
criminal warrants, including one from
Westfield with bail of $500 and one from
Newark with bail of $300. Morales was
unable to post bail and was held pending
transport to the Union County jail.

Sunday, April 22, Vincent Ingrassia,
19, of Scotch Plains was arrested at a
Prospect Street municipal lot on an out-
standing Union Township traffic warrant.
He was released after posting $225 bail.

Sunday, April 22, Maria T.
Resurreccion, 56, of Jersey City was ar-
rested on 15 outstanding traffic warrants
issued by the Westfield Municipal Court,
with a total bail of $965, after she re-
sponded to Westfield police headquarters
to satisfy those warrants. She was re-
leased after posting bail.

Monday, April 23, Todd Averette, 36, of
New Brunswick was arrested on the 500
block of South Avenue, West, on outstand-
ing traffic warrants out of New Brunswick,
for $1,500, and South Bound Brook, for $5.
He was released after posting bail.

Monday, April 23, Bruce Darby, 43, of
Plainfield was arrested during a motor
vehicle stop at South Avenue and West
Broad Street on two motor vehicle war-
rants issued by North Plainfield, with a
total bail of $384, and a Plainfield crimi-
nal warrant with bail of $455. Darby was
released after posting bail.

Tuesday, April 24, a Toyota Camry
reported stolen in Elizabeth the previous
day was recovered on the 500 block of
Trinity Place. The owner was notified
that the vehicle was recovered.

Wednesday, April 25, Kyle Murrell,
22, of Elizabeth was arrested on various
charges after the motor vehicle in which
he was a passenger was stopped on the
400 block of Central Avenue for failing to
dim its headlights to oncoming traffic and
having illegally tinted windows.

After noticing multiple unopened beer
bottles on the floor on the passenger side
of the vehicle, police asked Murrell and
the driver to exit the vehicle. A subse-
quent search uncovered 13 packets of
suspected marijuana in Murrell’s pocket,
at which time he attempted to flee from
authorities, police said. Two police offic-
ers apprehended him a short distance
away, and during a struggle with them
Murrell allegedly kicked both of them in
the chest before he was subdued.

Murrell was charged with two counts
each of assault on police and resisting
arrest; possession of a controlled danger-
ous substance, defined as under 50 grams
of marijuana; hindering apprehension;
obstruction of the administration of law
and three counts of criminal mischief.
Bail on these charges was set at $7,500.

He also was taken into custody on a no-
bail violation of probation warrant out of
Morris County and motor vehicle war-
rants out of Cranford and Byram town-
ships with bail amounts of $783 and $200,
respectively. Murrell was sent to the Union
County jail in lieu of bail.

Thursday, April 26, Karin Bellotti, 53,
of Westfield was arrested on the 600
block of Ripley Place on a Garwood crimi-
nal warrant with $180 bail and a Westfield
traffic warrant with $115 bail. Bellotti
was released after posting bail.

Thursday, April 26, George Farrison,
39, of Elizabeth was arrested on the 100
block of Cacciola Place and charged with
disorderly conduct and defiant trespass
after he allegedly harassed customers at a
store on the 300 block of South Avenue
and then caused vehicles to stop abruptly
as he attempted to cross South Avenue.
He was committed to the Union County
jail in lieu of $200 bail.

Friday, April 27, Brian P. Warren, 29,
of Plainfield was arrested at South and
Summit Avenues and charged with driv-
ing while intoxicated (DWI), possession
of a controlled dangerous substance, iden-
tified as less than 50 grams of marijuana;
speeding, careless driving, possession of
CDS in a motor vehicle and failure to
wear a seatbelt. Warren later was released
to a responsible individual.

Fanwood
Friday, April 20, sometime between the

hours of 8:30 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. a resident
of Kempshall Terrace reported that some-
one broke the window of her vehicle while
it was parked in her driveway.

Tuesday, April 24, Victor E. Aguirre,
23, of North Plainfield was arrested for an
outstanding Newark warrant after a mo-
tor vehicle stop on Terrill Road.

Thursday, April 26, Jack Hargrove, 55,
of Somerset was arrested for an outstanding
South Orange warrant after a field investi-
gation. The South Orange Municipal Court
released him on his own recognizance.

Thursday, April 26, Jason A. Ander-
son, 26, of Old Bridge was arrested for an
outstanding Watchung warrant after a
field investigation.

Thursday, April 26, a resident of Saville
Row reported that someone stole her iden-
tity and opened numerous credit cards in
her name. According to police, the indi-

vidual made numerous unauthorized
credit card purchases.

Thursday, April 26, a resident of First
Street reported that someone broke into
her home and removed jewelry. Accord-
ing to police, forced entry was gained
through the rear door.

Monday, April 30, Sometime between
the hours of 9 p.m. on Sunday and 5 a.m.
on Monday, one or more unidentified indi-
viduals reportedly entered the premises of
a South Avenue eatery and removed $60
from the cash register. According to po-
lice, there was no evidence of forced entry.

Monday, April 30, Gerold W. Ireland,
Jr., 18, of Scotch Plains was arrested on
an outstanding Westfield warrant after a
motor vehicle stop on South Avenue.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, April 24, a resident of Hetfield

Avenue reported that someone sold an
item over the Internet to a person in Mexico
who failed to pay him when the item was
received.

Wednesday, April 25, a business owner
on Route 22 reported that he agreed to
purchase equipment from an individual.
According to police, after the individual
was paid $15,000, he failed to deliver the
equipment.

Wednesday, April 25, a resident of
Evergreen Avenue reported that some-
one sent him a text message that con-
tained profanity.

Thursday, April 26, a manager of a
Park Avenue store reported that a cus-
tomer removed approximately $150 worth
of merchandise without paying for it.

Saturday, April 28, Eugene Gerhart,
23, of Winfield Park was arrested and
charged with DWI after a motor vehicle
stop for a moving violation. According to
police, the officer detected the strong
odor of alcohol. After failing several field
sobriety tests, Gerhart was placed under
arrest, police said. He was processed and
released on a summons, police said.

Saturday, April 28, Donna Kostovich,
45, of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged for DWI after police found her
asleep at the wheel of her vehicle at the
intersection of Park Avenue and Bartle
Avenue. According to police, Kostovich
failed several field sobriety tests prior to
being placed under arrest. She was trans-
ported to headquarters where she was
processed and released with a summons.

Sunday, April 29, Neil Auricchio, 43,
of Princeton was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop for an outstanding
warrant out of Cape May.

Mountainside
Friday, April 27, Frankie A. Lane, 38,

of Newark was arrested at the Essex
County jail for on an outstanding warrant
in the amount of $841.

Friday, April 27, Gregory V. Caponegro,
50, of Mountainside was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop and charged with
driving while on the suspended list.

Saturday, April 28, Emanuel K. Bennet,
26, of Jersey City was arrested following
a motor vehicle stop and charged for
driving with a suspended license.

Saturday, April 28, Ricardo B. Pereira,
21, of Union was arrested and charged with
eluding police, reckless driving and failure
to exhibit a rear license plate. According to
police, police headquarters received a call
from the Union Police Department that a
motorcycle, that eluded a motor vehicle
stop and which the driver was on suspected
list, was entering their jurisdiction.

Police said an officer in a marked pa-
trol car spotted a motorcycle matching
the description entering Echo Lake Park,
police said. Police said the motorcycle
was not displaying a rear plate and the
officer attempted a motor vehicle stop.

According to police, Pereira tried to
once again elude police by driving in the
wrong lane, causing oncoming traffic, as
well as the motorcycle, to come to an
abrupt stop, which ultimately caused the
officer in pursuit to strike the motorcycle.

The suspect was taken into custody,
arrested and was eventually transported
to Overlook Hospital for minor injuries,
police said.

Saturday, April 28, Zireek Martin, 26,
of Newark was stopped for drinking in
public and consumption of an alcoholic
beverage within a motor vehicle and was
later arrested for an outstanding Newark
warrant in the amount of $750.

Monday, April 30, a resident who
parked her car on Laurie Court reported
that sometime overnight someone broke
into her car and stole her insurance card.
According to police, the driver’s side
door lock was damaged and the hood and
trunk were open.

Sunday, April 29, Dagoberto R. Martinez-
Martin, 31, of Indian Trail, NC was arrested
and charged for DWI, refusal to submit to a
breath test, consumption of an alcoholic
beverage in a motor vehicle, as well as
failure to exhibit documents following a
motor vehicle stop on Route 22.

According to police, a 9-1-1 call was
received from a motorist who stated she
was driving behind an erratic and possi-
bly intoxicated driver. Martinez-Martin
was later stopped for an unsafe lane change
and found to be intoxicated. The subject
was processed and released according to
John’s Law, police said.

Sunday, April 29, Terrell Morris, 40,
of Newark was arrested at the Essex
County jail for an outstanding warrant in
the amount of $300.

Monday, April 30, Rigoberto C. Hall,
46, of Plainfield was arrested for driving
with a suspended license, as well as fail-
ure to maintain insurance after a motor
vehicle stop on Route 22.

said he would not have supported a call
for prior review. “I would have said to
[Mr. Hynes], ‘Is it libelous? Is it slander-
ous?’ If he said ‘no,’ that would have been
good enough for me.”

Fourth Ward Councilman Tom
Bigosinski, who spoke with the students
during the course of their research, told
The Leader, “I watched their piece with
great interest – they could have been
crisper on their facts, but it was refreshing
to see high-school students with an opin-
ion on government. There were definitely
some misgivings on facts, but her opinion
is an opinion, which can’t be right or
wrong.”

“We share TV-36 with the town,” Ms.
Riegel said. “What’s on there needs to be
appropriate to be viewed publicly, and I
think for the most part it is.”

She said, in this instance, “I’m not sure
if everything was factually correct; the
tone could be more neutral.”

Mr. Hynes said that the “BDN” show
producer, upon hearing that Mayor
Skibitsky had voiced concerns, e-mailed
the mayor two weeks ago to offer him a
chance to speak with “BDN” on camera
and respond to the piece. As of press time,
the mayor had not responded to the e-
mail, Mr. Hynes said.

“I hope [the mayor and council] would
take advantage of [the ‘BDN’] open fo-
rum,” Miss Angus said. “We wish anyone
would respond to any of our pieces with
their opinions.”

Mayor Skibitsky said on Monday that
he had not been in contact with “BDN”
but confirmed he had received an e-mail
from the journalists. When asked if he
would consider the program’s offer to
speak with students on air, he responded,
“No, not necessarily.”

“[Miss Angus] knew she wouldn’t be
able to easily speak with the town council
(after airing the piece), but she felt strongly
about it and felt that the importance of
saying it outweighed who she would up-
set,” Mr. Hynes said.

Second Ward Councilwoman Vicki
Kimmins, who helped the students coor-
dinate times to speak with council mem-
bers for their report, said they conducted
themselves professionally during their
interviews and “I think they’re great stu-
dents trying to put on a good broadcast.”

Mrs. Kimmins said there is “a big dif-
ference” between censorship and review.
“I don’t see why the administration can’t
review the work to make sure it’s a good
piece representative of (WHS’s) quality
students.”

Mr. Bigosinski said, “I don’t want to

second-guess the decisions of school ad-
ministrators, but I think students should
be able to offer their opinions unfettered,
as long as their facts are straight.”

Mr. Petix said that the school adminis-
tration erred by “allowing a 65-year tradi-
tion (of non-censorship in the high-school
journalism program) to fall by the way-
side.”

Mr. Petix said, “The [BOE], instead of
standing up for the school and the school
press, stood by friends on the council.
This was a political decision, not an edu-
cational one.”

Mayor Skibitsky said he was not in-
volved with the decision to subject “BDN”
shows to prior review.

Town government does not create BOE
policies, Mayor Skibitsky said. “I don’t
have an opinion one way or the other. I
trust that the BOE and the school system
will do what’s right.”

Mr. Petix said, “I did a show on TV-36
(as WHS principal) for 10 years. It was all
propaganda for the district – positive pro-
paganda.”

Mr. Burns, who teaches the television
production class, said Miss Angus said
nothing slanderous. “If we had a do-over,
the word ‘propaganda’ [wasn’t the best
choice]. Now it has a negative connota-
tion, but if you look it up in ‘Webster’s,’
it doesn’t have to be lies or untruths,” he
said.

“One would hope the mayor and coun-
cil would come back and say, ‘can we
give our view?’ If they felt they were
being wronged, they have a right to come
on and say so,” he said. “We think the
more information available to the public,
the better.”

Multiple sources said that no one de-
layed the airing of the broadcast or re-
moved it from the air for any period of
time. Mrs. Kimmins said logs at the TV-
36 station showed that, as of press time, it
had aired 50 times.

Mr. Hynes said the 11th “BDN” epi-
sode, which the program staff planned to
turn in to Mr. Fyffe this week, does not
include “a news story on ourselves.”

He said, “We’ve changed our mission
statement (read on air). It used to say, ‘We
are an open forum that is not censored.’
Now it says, ‘We are subject to prior
review.’”

Miss Angus said prior review would
change the way she approaches stories. “I
won’t be as aggressive,” she said. “I’m
discouraged from doing any kind of pieces
about the town council.”

“It’s unfortunate to feel you can’t criti-
cize government,” she said. “I’m a resi-

dent, a constituent, and I have attended
public schools.”

Heather Rocco, chair of the WHS En-
glish department, said she is “disap-
pointed” with the prior-review decision
even though board policy gives the prin-
cipal the right to review student publica-
tions. “I don’t think it’s wise,” she said.
“It’s a form of censorship, even though
the goal isn’t to censor.”

“I think there’s a conflict within the
school,” Miss Angus said. “It’s hypocriti-
cal – we’re told to be fearless, to be
aggressive. There are signs in the hallway
and on the wall against censorship.”

Mr. Petix said that claiming there is a
difference between prior review and cen-
sorship is “absolute nonsense. Censor-
ship means he’s going to decide what’s
appropriate. It’s trying to sell us the
emperor’s new clothes.”

There is a difference between Hi’s Eye
and TV-36, Mr. Foley said. “Hi’s Eye is in
the family – something like 80 percent of
subscribers are students. TV-36 is a town-
channel broadcast – it has a completely
different audience.”

He said that on public airwaves, there
are rules of decorum and language and
that people speaking on TV-36 are viewed
as representing the school district. “It’s
not about free speech – it’s about what’s
appropriate.”

He said “BDN” on-air graphics noting
that a segment is a commentary piece and
its disclaimer stating that commentary
represents the opinion of the commenta-
tor, not anyone else, are “helpful, but
that’s not a license to say anything you
want.”

Mr. Petix said, “Since when is tone an
issue in a free press? People have a right
to a negative tone. People have a right to
be passionate on the air.”

The prerequisite classes for “BDN”
and Hi’s Eye journalists are the same, and
the former principal said there is no dif-
ference between the two outlets: “[‘BDN’]
students come out of the Hi’s Eye train-
ing. The same rules should apply.”

The April 20 Hi’s Eye editorial states,
“WHS student journalists aspire to up-
hold the principles of sound, professional
journalism, both in content and quality.
Administrative prior review undermines
the aspect of the journalism program that
distinguishes it from other schools.”

Mr. Fyffe said Hi’s Eye is “understand-
ably concerned” but said that “once we go
through this, I think everyone can relax. I
can’t imagine a content issue I’d object
to.”

“Student journalists here are very re-
sponsible. They are willing to take on
controversial issues and handle them very
well,” he said. “I have a tremendous
amount of confidence in them.”

The 10th episode of “BDN” will air on
TV-36 until Mr. Fyffe approves the
program’s new episode, which Mr. Burns
said is in the final stages of the editing
process. He said if the principal approves
the new show by tomorrow, it would
replace the current one on Saturday.

“I think Mr. Fyffe will be very fair,”
Mr. Burns said. “The thing that upsets
everyone is that it’s changing a tradi-
tion.”

Ms. Riegel said she thinks broadcast
students are “doing a great job” and are
“evolving and getting the kinks out.”

“I’m hoping that as [‘BDN’] evolves, it
will become more like Hi’s Eye, and Mr.
Fyffe won’t feel a need [for prior re-
view],” she said.

No one has set a timetable regarding
the number of broadcasts Mr. Fyffe would
review in advance, the principal and su-
perintendent said.

“This is new and we’re learning,” Mr.
Foley said. “I suspect as time goes on
we’ll have better procedures.”

into account when developing the final
recommendations.

Before the question-and-answer period
began, the audience was warned not to
include any commentary, as any com-
ments would not be addressed.

“The idea that they [FAA] won’t let
people speak reflects the arrogance of the
FAA,” said Assemblyman Joseph Cryan
of the 20th legislative district, which cov-
ers Elizabeth, Kenilworth, Roselle and
Union Township.

“When controllers get busy, they use
flight patterns that impact Westfield and
Scotch Plains simply because they are
safer during periods of high volume,” Mr.
Hardie said when discussing what he said
would happen with former air traffic con-
troller Gerard Donovan.

Mr. Donovan denied that this was the
case and stated that the recommended
changes would be adhered to as much as
possible.

“We’re concerned,” said Jerome Feder
of Westfield, chairman of the Union
County Freeholders Aircraft Noise Advi-
sory Board. “In practice, what they say
they will do [to reduce noise] will not be
implemented, as controllers will move to
maximum capacity headings regardless
of what the study proposes.”

“Westfield will see departing aircraft at
lower altitudes,” he continued, when asked
how the changes would impact the area.

Nancy Ward of Linden, a Union County
Freeholder and liaison to the Aircraft

Noise Advisory Board, said she is con-
cerned about homeland security and
voiced concerns that the subject be better
addressed during the study.

“We think they can do better,” added
Jacob Maglera of the Air Traffic and
Noise Advisory Board.

“We are trying to stop changes that
would result in material changes to noise-
level increases and noise pollution in
Cranford and Union County ” said
Cranford Mayor Michael Plick.

Elizabeth Mayor Chris Bollwage said
the FAA’s plans unfairly impact his city’s
poorest residents and said changes would
create more noise for more people, not less.

“At some point, the FAA has to realize
Newark Airport has reached its capacity,”
said Mr. Bollwage, who has threatened to
fight the FAA’s proposal. “If they force
this plan down our throats, we plan to take
it to the courts...This is a sham here.”

The hearing was one of five planned in
each of the states affected by the redesign
of the 31,000-square-mile airspace that
includes all of New Jersey and parts of
New York, Connecticut, Pennsylvania
and Delaware.

In-depth information about the rede-
sign can be found at faa.gov/
nynjphl_airspace_redesign/.

Comments should be submitted in writ-
ing to Steve Kelley, FAA, c/o Ram
Nagendran 12005 Sunrise Valley Drive,
MS C3.02 Reston, VA 20191 or made
directly on the website.

to the proposed changes.
Town Administrator Jim Gildea re-

sponded to Mrs. Peterson that the “cur-
rent application is still governed by the
old ordinance,” and further added that it
was “still premature” to talk about any
ordinance changes until the 35-day plan-
ning board consideration period expires.
At that point, the ordinance would be
referred back to the council for review.

Following the council meeting, Sec-
ond Ward Councilwoman Vicki Kimmins
told The Leader that she attended one of
the meetings with the subcommittee and
said plans received by the commission
and neighbors were “not acceptable to
them,” but “good suggestions were of-
fered” to the Petersons. She said the fam-
ily would be “changing the façade on the
front of the house…the portico to the left
can be seen from the street. They’re in-
correct in saying it won’t affect the prop-
erty.” However, she said, “There is still a
window to work out a compromise.”

Mr. Gildea, following the meeting, ech-
oed Ms. Kimmins’ statement, saying the
commission is “obligated” to work with the
family for the next year. He said ordinance
changes may be months away, but, if made,
“the applicant would be made aware.”

When asked what would happen to the
denied project if the planning board were
to adopt the new ordinance changes, Mr.
Gildea said “there is a possibility the appli-
cant would have to go back to step one.”

Addressing the council, Mrs. Peterson
said, “To have to go back to square one…is
not fair. We understand the law can change
at any time…It seems strange that it’s
occurring right now during our process.”

She told The Leader that ordinance
changes are “convenient” for the town.
After being denied, she said both she and
her husband “were fed up” because “no-
body is giving us a straight answer.” She
said they were “willing to wait out the 12-
month period, but (they) don’t want to be hit
with any surprises.”

Mr. Gildea reiterated that if the ordi-
nance, which “has been under review for
quite a while,” passes, the couple would be
notified. “The intention,” he said, “is to
work out a compromise.”

Mr. Peterson sought a level of “com-
fort,” knowing that his family wouldn’t
have to start the process again. “It’s sick-
ening (to be) waiting. The process is more
difficult than anyone could imagine.”

When talk of grandfathering the appli-
cation arose, Mr. Gildea said, “I’m not
sure if, by law, we can grandfather an
applicant…We’re not doing this because
of your application. We’re hoping for a
compromise.”

In response, Mrs. Peterson said, “there is
no compromise on their (historic
commission’s) part.” Mr. Peterson added
that the couple is “being left out in the dark.”

First Ward Councilman Sal Caruana,
who represents the Kimball area, said the
Petersons’ argument “is ignorance” of
Kimball Avenue’s historical district des-
ignation.

Mrs. Peterson told The Leader, “it was
not ignorance; it’s an issue of disclosure.
Who’s to say what type of historical dis-
trict you’re buying in,” noting that Kimball
Avenue carries a local distinction, but not
a county, state or national historical des-
ignation.

The entire draft historical preservation
ordinance can be viewed at goleader.com/
features.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF Council

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader
HOW HIGH CAN SHE GO?..Nicole
Bedoya braves the elements as she scales
the mountain that appears to eclipse
the First United Methodist Church of
Westfield during Sunday’s Spring Fling
street festival in downtown Westfield.
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Fyffe to Review TV-36 Student Broadcasts
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Local Mayors Oppose FAA Redesign Plan
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Neighbors List Concerns
About Beverly Subdivision

By MARYELLEN PALERMO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Neighbors expressed
apprehension at last Wednesday’s bor-
ough planning board meeting towards
the Woodcliff Inc. proposal for a ma-
jor subdivision at 7 Beverly Avenue
that would create a four-home cul-de-
sac with an additional lot used to main-
tain a retention basin.

Among the concerns neighbors
expressed were storm-water manage-
ment, safety-vehicle access and the
assumption of ownership of the cen-
ter island “flag lot.”

Colleen Huchn of Forepaugh Av-
enue questioned whether the prop-
erty sits in a flood plane and whether
a retention basin would attract mos-
quitoes, rodents or other unwanted
environmental dynamics.

Professional Engineer Robert Freud
of EKA Associates said the retention
basin would be designed to promote a
positive flow of water and, based on
findings from the 100-year storm, the
basin would hold a maximum of a foot-
and-a-half of water for about six hours.

Regarding safety-vehicle access, Mr.
Freud told the council he used a simu-
lation for 47-foot emergency vehicles
to navigate through the cul-de-sac in
the event of an emergency and said
that the supplementary seven feet over
the required 40 feet would provide
sufficient room for turning movement.

Based on the impossibility of pre-
dicting how many cars would be
parked around the cul-de-sac and
noting there could be an obstruction
at any time, board member John
Celardo said, “I like the aesthetics of
the island; however, I think the safety

issues overwhelm the aesthetics.”
One of the final unresolved debates

was whether a homeowners associa-
tion should be established for the
residents of the four lots to perform
routine upkeep of the center island or
if the borough would be accountable
for ensuring proper preservation.

The board discussed the implica-
tions of the issue. Board member Kevin
St. Onge said, “Homeowners associa-
tion versus borough responsibility is a
critical decision that has to take place
before the application can be resolved.”

The applicant’s attorney, Richard
Cohen of Leib, Kraus, Grispin & Roth
in Scotch Plains, said suggestions by
the board would be considered and
met, as well as possible alternatives
to the cul-de-sac as suggested.

The board plans to revisit the appli-
cation and its various components at
its Wednesday, June 27, meeting.

In other business, applicant Jim
Buggy, managing partner for New
Jersey Plumbing Supply of 44 South
Martine Avenue, received approval
to erect a 34-square-foot carved ce-
dar sign at the front of his building.

The borough’s current ordinance
mandates signage to a maximum of
20 square feet; the front of the store
building is approximately 75 square
feet. Mr. Buggy expressed his con-
cerns to the board that the existing
sign and size restrictions were “aw-
fully small for a store that large.”

Board member Jack Molenaar said
he felt the applicant provided a just
cause, saying that “this is less than
what it would be if it was two stores.”

Bruce Peer of 89 Glenwood Road

HONORED HUMANITARIAN…Susan Airey of Scotch Plains receives the Arc of
Union County’s Humanitarian Award during the organization’s Candlelight Ball
at L’Affaire in Mountainside on March 31. Pictured, left to right, are: Honorary
Chairman Kevin Cummings of Investors Savings Bank, Mrs. Airey and Executive
Director of Arc Frank Caragher.

Courtesy of Kate O’Connell
SAX-A-GO-GO…Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School jazz bands took home top awards at the New Jersey State IAJE
(International Association of Jazz Educators) Finals. For the second year in a row, Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School sent
two jazz ensembles – the Moonglowers and Spiffy Jazz – to the state finals, held this year at Willingboro High School. Above,
the Moonglowers’ saxophone section celebrates its award for Best Saxophone Section at the New Jersey State Finals.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

Mayors, Air Traffic Advisory Panel
Oppose FAA Redesign Plan

Courtesy of the FAA
AIR TRAFFIC…The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has proposed
changes to air traffic patterns in the area for landings and departures at Newark
Airport. Pictured above is the web of flights, rearranged to pass over the region
from traffic surrounding the New York, New Jersey and Philadelphia hub. See
goleader.com/features to download detailed FAA reports.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

By JOHN SKOWORONSKI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

NEWARK – Local area residents
and representatives attended a Fed-
eral Aviation Administration (FAA)
meeting at the Sheraton Hotel in New-
ark last Wednesday evening, at which
agency officials discussed proposed
changes in both takeoff and landing
patterns being considered in an at-
tempt to reduce delays, increase ca-
pacity and mitigate noise at Newark
Liberty International Airport.

The agency proposes a plan that it
says would “combine high-altitude
and low-altitude airspace” to allow
more flights in the area, while main-
taining safety and reducing noise lev-
els for residents around the airport.

Numerous maps and computer
simulations were displayed showing
the various routes overlaying the lo-
cal geography for attendees to exam-
ine.

“These changes will positively
impact the air traffic [noise] around
Newark Airport while maintaining
safety,” Steve Kelley, the FAA’s air-
space redesign program manager, told
the audience.

“Environmental emissions were
also taken into account when making
concessions about noise,” Mr. Kelley
said. Later, he said, “it’s a good-news,
bad-news story. Ocean routing re-
duces noise, but it negatively impacts

emissions since the routes may be
considerably longer and they may
also block traffic from other airports
such as LaGuardia, so they cannot be
implemented.”

Data released by the FAA during
the meeting indicates that the
Westfield area would see an overall
slight decrease in noise, relative to
takeoffs and departures, once the
changes take effect.

“The data may show that the sound
levels will be about the same as they
are now, but we never find their data
to be accurate,” said Dennis Hardie of
the Scotch Plains Aircraft Noise Com-
mittee, Inc.

“Arrivals are not the problem,” said
Barbara Reedem of Westfield. “Run-
way 22 (at Newark Liberty Interna-
tional Airport) departures are the big

problem,” referring to the runway that
would come directly towards the
Westfield-Scotch Plains area.

“In 1989, we went from being a
quiet community to experiencing lots
of noise, and our experience is that
you can’t believe what they say,” Mr.
Hardie added, saying he urges people
to submit comments to the FAA and
do so quickly because of the “very
tight timeline.”

As part of the redesign that has
been in development since December
2005, the FAA has proposed different
strategies for changing air traffic, in-
cluding the “fanning” of the flight
patterns over the region, the use of
ocean routes and changes in altitudes
during takeoffs and landings.

Although the FAA contends its
measures would reduce noise, mul-
tiple questions from the audience
expressed skepticism and reiterated
Mr. Hardie’s sentiment.

FAA data states that because of the
changes in altitudes and because of
the proximity of Westfield to the air-

port, an increase in noise during take-
offs from Runway 22 would take
place, but states that decreased im-
pact in landings would yield an over-
all reduction in statistical noise.

When asked during the question-
and-answer period about certain rout-
ing, Mr. Kelley said the purpose of
the changes was not only to reduce
noise but to reduce emissions and
increase operational efficiency and
safety, which were all taken into ac-
count when developing the final rec-
ommendations.

Before the question-and-answer
period began, the audience was
warned not to include any commen-
tary, as any comments would not be
addressed.

“The idea that they [FAA] won’t let
people speak reflects the arrogance

of the FAA,” said Assemblyman Jo-
seph Cryan of the 20th legislative
district, which covers Elizabeth,
Kenilworth, Roselle and Union Town-
ship.

“When controllers get busy, they
use flight patterns that impact
Westfield and Scotch Plains simply
because they are safer during periods
of high volume,” Mr. Hardie said
when discussing what he said would
happen with former air traffic con-
troller Gerard Donovan.

Mr. Donovan denied that this was
the case and stated that the recom-
mended changes would be adhered to
as much as possible.

“We’re concerned,” said Jerome
Feder of Westfield, chairman of the
Union County Freeholders Aircraft
Noise Advisory Board. “In practice,
what they say they will do [to reduce
noise] will not be implemented, as
controllers will move to maximum
capacity headings regardless of what
the study proposes.”

David Samsky for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
DOGGIN’ DOWN…Lew Porziazzo, center, won the Windmill hot-dog-eating
contest at Sunday’s Spring Fling street fair. He is now eligible to enter the next
Windmill event for $1,000, winner-take-all, in Lake Como on August 11.

Special Edition

FW Council Continues
Development Rights Debate

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Mayor Colleen Mahr
and the borough council, at the govern-
ing body’s monthly agenda meeting
Tuesday night, continued ongoing dis-
cussions about a proposed Transfer of
Development Rights (TDR) Program.

With a stated goal of preserving
Fanwood’s historic district while also
promoting the revitalization of the
South Avenue corridor beyond down-
town, the TDR program would allow
South Avenue property owners to pur-
chase development rights from his-
toric district residents who agree to
preserve their properties indefinitely.

Beginning Tuesday night’s discus-
sion, the borough’s TDR consultant,
Stan Slachetka, said the planning
board has raised “a number of [TDR]
issues” that would be addressed in its
upcoming May 14 meeting.

If these issues are resolved, Mr.
Slachetka said the planning board
could hold a TDR public hearing in
June, setting the stage for formal adop-
tion by summer’s end.

Mr. Slachetka said the planning
board was concerned with the per-
mitted level of development in the
receiving district. “I think that’s a
valid concern that needs to be ad-
dressed,” he said.

Mr. Slachetka said another key
planning board concern is “what rights
or abilities” the board would have “to

approve development” compared to
the borough’s existing planning ap-
proval process.

Mr. Slachetka said the planning
board would not “cede” any authority
and would still have full review of
proposed site plans. He added that
other “important answers” would be
provided at the May 14 meeting.

Council members asked for clarifi-
cation on a number of questions be-
fore a formal TDR report is finalized.

Councilman Bruce Walsh asked
whether the TDR plan would be “in
keeping with the will of the public” as
expressed in last year’s South Avenue
redevelopment “visioning sessions.”

Councilwoman Donna Dolce
asked, “If we put out a carrot, will
people see it as enough of an incen-
tive to do something for the good of
the whole community?”

Mr. Slachetka said that if the
program’s goal of preserving 25 per-
cent of the borough’s historic proper-
ties within five years is not attained,
then the borough could either amend
or cancel the program.

While Mayor Mahr said, “I would
like to make sure that all concerns are
vetted,” Mr. Slachetka concluded that
the program provides “a reasonable
balance of [development] potential
and developmental control.”

In other business Tuesday night,
the governing body decided to pursue
approval of a resolution at is May 7
regular meeting, pursuant to estimated
third quarter municipal tax bills.

“Because we applied for extraordi-
nary municipal aid [from the state],
we won’t be able to adopt [the mu-
nicipal budget] until sometime in
July,” said the borough’s Chief Fi-
nancial Officer Fred Tomkins.

Mr. Tomkins pointed to the
borough’s “severe cash flow prob-
lem” last summer during the state’s
delayed budget controversy and re-
sulting government shutdown. “We
ran out of money,” Mr. Tomkins said.

To prevent this from happening
again, Mr. Tomkins recommended
that the governing body adopt a state-

Judge Upholds Board’s Denial
Of Gulf Station Renovation Plans

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood

SCOTCH PLAINS —A judge last
week upheld the township zoning
board of adjustment’s denial of an
application by Cumberland Farms to
expand and upgrade the Gulf gaso-

line station it owns on Route 22.
Township Attorney Brian Levine

told the township council this week
that state Superior Court Judge Ross
Anzaldi had issued his decision late
last week and had upheld many of the
concerns expressed by the zoning

board when it denied the application
in April 2006.

Two years ago, in the face of neigh-
borhood opposition, the zoning board
had initially denied Cumberland
Farms’ application, which called for
additional gas pumps and the instal-
lation of a canopy. Cumberland Farms
then filed suit and then withdrew it
after the board, later in 2005, allowed
it to submit a new application that
differed substantially from its origi-
nal plan.

The new application, Cumberland
maintained, addressed the original
concerns raised by the neighbors, in-
cluding an end to vehicular access to
the gas station from Mountain Av-
enue and a slightly smaller canopy
covering the six new gas pumps be-
ing proposed.

At its public hearings early last
year, the board heard from more than
a dozen residents who spoke in oppo-
sition to the new application, saying
the expanded station would be “detri-
mental” to the neighborhood and com-
plaining about the way the property is
maintained at present. A month after
the board denied the application,
Cumberland Farms filed suit seeking
a reversal of the board’s decision.

Mr. Levine said this week that he
doesn’t know whether Cumberland
Farms would appeal Judge Anzaldi’s
decision, which he called “good
news.” The only issue remaining, he
said, “Is that we still have a non-
conforming use that will continue to
be a non-conforming use.”

The Gulf station is situated in an R-
2 Residential zone, and officials said
it’s not clear whether Cumberland
Farms would seek a ruling to have the
township rezone the area.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

Township Seeks Input
On DPW, Fire Facilities

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council will seek input from ar-
chitects on how to best address the
public works facility and the two
firehouses, all of which are in need of
repair. At the council’s conference
meeting on Tuesday, Township Man-
ager Thomas Atkins told the council
that the state’s Public Employees Oc-
cupational Safety and Health Admin-
istration, which inspects public fa-
cilities annually, had raised concerns
recently about the condition of the
roof at the public works facility on
Plainfield Avenue.

Mr. Atkins asked Councilman
Kevin Glover, who has a background
in facilities management, for recom-
mendations on individuals who might
be able to examine and offer recom-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

Publisher’s Note
This edition of The Scotch Plains-

Fanwood Times includes the 35th
annual edition of This Is Westfield
from our sister newspaper, The
Westfield Leader. Many writers and
businesses from the region worked
hard to create this special publica-
tion. We hope you enjoy it.

Since 1959, The Times has been
serving the community. Thank you
for being a subscriber and in under-
standing that reading is good for you.

timesnj.com
Horace Corbin, Publisher
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DAISIES AT THE FIREHOUSE…Members of Daisy Troop 602 of the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains community pay a recent visit to the Scotch Plains firehouse.  The
girls each came away with the Courageous and Strong Daisy Petal.  Troop
members are pictured with fire department member Carmen Grosso and one of
the department’s trucks.

Appeals Court Reverses WF
Woman’s Suit Against County

By STEVEN REILLY
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA — A state appeals court has
reversed a lower-court decision on a
lawsuit brought by a Westfield woman
who alleges she did not receive a job
promotion because of her political
affiliation.

David Corrigan, an attorney repre-
senting Maria Todaro, a county em-
ployee who said she was denied a
promotion because she was a regis-
tered Republican and the county is
run by Democrats, said his client
should be promoted to superinten-
dent of the county’s division of
weights and measures. The division
is responsible for checking to ensure
accuracy of gasoline pumps, super-
market scales, store scanners and other
measurement devices.

“My client should get the position
or front pay,” Mr. Corrigan said. “A
jury said that she was illegally dis-
criminated against because of poli-
tics, and now the county still will not
give her the job.”

A jury awarded Ms. Todaro, who
has been with the county division
since 1993, $378,000 in 2005 after
the court concluded that she was de-
nied the position based on her politi-
cal affiliation. The two parties later
reached an out-of-court $300,000
settlement on the discrimination
charge, but Ms. Todaro appealed the
second part of the suit that she was the
most qualified candidate.

“My client has been vindicated by

the decision,” Mr. Corrigan said.
“Ms. Todaro is the most qualified
person for the superintendent posi-
tion. If the county did the right thing
in the first place, we would not be
here today.”

Although Ms. Todaro won the dis-
crimination case in state superior court
in Elizabeth, the judge declined to
appoint her to the county job, Mr.
Corrigan said. The case was appealed
and now has been remanded back to
state court. A new trial is scheduled to
begin on July 16 before Superior Court
Judge Ross Anzaldi.

“My client has the most experience
and scored the highest on the applica-
tion for the superintendent’s posi-
tion,” Mr. Corrigan said. “But based
on politics, the county hired an appli-
cant who scored the lowest on the test
and has the least seniority.”

The county hired Michael Florio,
the son of Joseph Florio, a Democrat
on the Union Township Committee
for more than 10 years.

When asked for comment, County
spokesman Sebastian D’Elia said,
“The county cannot comment on on-
going litigation.”

Abby Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
UNITED WAY STAND…Keith Hertell, Westfield Symphony Gala chairman,
left, and Mark Fleder, president of the Westfield Symphony Orchestra Board of
Trustees, right, welcome Honorary Chair Linda Maggio, executive director of the
Westfield United Way, to the Westfield Symphony Orchestra fundraising Gala
2007, East Meets West, at Shackamaxon Golf and Country Club in Scotch Plains
on Saturday, April 28. See additional photos at goleader.com/photos.

POLICE BLOTTER

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WELCOME BACK…State Police Superintendent Colonel Rick Fuentes, right, a
product of Garwood public schools, receives the “Garwood People Making A
Difference Award” at the Education Foundation of Garwood’s appreciation
dinner, held April 26 by the Foundation’s John Moran. Mr. Fuentes graduated
from Lincoln School in 1965 and Arthur L. Johnson Regional High School in
Clark in 1969.

Fanwood
Friday, April 20, sometime between the

hours of 8:30 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. a resident
of Kempshall Terrace reported that some-
one broke the window of her vehicle while
it was parked in her driveway.

Tuesday, April 24, Victor E. Aguirre,
23, of North Plainfield was arrested for an
outstanding Newark warrant after a mo-
tor vehicle stop on Terrill Road.

Thursday, April 26, Jack Hargrove, 55,
of Somerset was arrested for an outstanding
South Orange warrant after a field investi-
gation. The South Orange Municipal Court
released him on his own recognizance.

Thursday, April 26, Jason A. Ander-
son, 26, of Old Bridge was arrested for an
outstanding Watchung warrant after a
field investigation.

Thursday, April 26, a resident of Saville
Row reported that someone stole her iden-
tity and opened numerous credit cards in
her name. According to police, the indi-
vidual made numerous unauthorized
credit card purchases.

Thursday, April 26, a resident of First
Street reported that someone broke into
her home and removed jewelry. Accord-
ing to police, forced entry was gained
through the rear door.

Monday, April 30, Sometime between
the hours of 9 p.m. on Sunday and 5 a.m.
on Monday, one or more unidentified indi-
viduals reportedly entered the premises of
a South Avenue eatery and removed $60
from the cash register. According to po-
lice, there was no evidence of forced entry.

Monday, April 30, Gerold W. Ireland,
Jr., 18, of Scotch Plains was arrested on
an outstanding Westfield warrant after a
motor vehicle stop on South Avenue.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, April 24, a resident of Hetfield

Avenue reported that someone sold an
item over the Internet to a person in Mexico
who failed to pay him when the item was
received.

Wednesday, April 25, a business owner
on Route 22 reported that he agreed to
purchase equipment from an individual.
According to police, after the individual
was paid $15,000, he failed to deliver the
equipment.

Wednesday, April 25, a resident of Ever-
green Avenue reported that someone sent
him a text message that contained profanity.

Thursday, April 26, a manager of a
Park Avenue store reported that a cus-
tomer removed approximately $150 worth
of merchandise without paying for it.

Saturday, April 28, Eugene Gerhart,
23, of Winfield Park was arrested and
charged with DWI after a motor vehicle
stop for a moving violation. According to
police, the officer detected the strong
odor of alcohol. After failing several field
sobriety tests, Gerhart was placed under
arrest, police said. He was processed and
released on a summons, police said.

Saturday, April 28, Donna Kostovich,
45, of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged for DWI after police found her
asleep at the wheel of her vehicle at the
intersection of Park Avenue and Bartle
Avenue. According to police, Kostovich
failed several field sobriety tests prior to
being placed under arrest. She was trans-
ported to headquarters where she was
processed and released with a summons.

Sunday, April 29, Neil Auricchio, 43,
of Princeton was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop for an outstanding
warrant out of Cape May.

Westfield
Friday, April 20, Sheila Gillmore, 37,

of Newark was arrested at the Clifton
Police Department on an outstanding
Westfield criminal warrant with bail of
$150. She was committed on default of
bail to the Union County jail. Friday,
April 20, an incident of criminal mischief
was reported at a Mountain Avenue house
used by the Westfield Historical Society,
in which a piece of plywood covering a
rear doorway was removed. No other
damage was reported.

Saturday, April 21, Alejandro Morales,
24, of Newark was arrested at the Harrison
Police Department on two outstanding
criminal warrants, including one from
Westfield with bail of $500 and one from
Newark with bail of $300. Morales was
unable to post bail and was held pending
transport to the Union County jail.

Tuesday, April 24, a Toyota Camry
reported stolen in Elizabeth the previous
day was recovered on the 500 block of
Trinity Place. The owner was notified
that the vehicle was recovered.

Wednesday, April 25, Kyle Murrell,
22, of Elizabeth was arrested on various
charges after the motor vehicle in which
he was a passenger was stopped on the
400 block of Central Avenue for failing to
dim its headlights to oncoming traffic and
having illegally tinted windows.

After noticing multiple unopened beer
bottles on the floor on the passenger side
of the vehicle, police asked Murrell and
the driver to exit the vehicle. A subse-
quent search uncovered 13 packets of
suspected marijuana in Murrell’s pocket,
at which time he attempted to flee from
authorities, police said. Two police offic-
ers apprehended him a short distance
away, and during a struggle with them
Murrell allegedly kicked both of them in
the chest before he was subdued.

Murrell was charged with two counts
each of assault on police and resisting
arrest; possession of a controlled danger-
ous substance, defined as under 50 grams
of marijuana; hindering apprehension;
obstruction of the administration of law
and three counts of criminal mischief.

Bail on these charges was set at $7,500.
He also was taken into custody on a no-

bail violation of probation warrant out of
Morris County and motor vehicle war-
rants out of Cranford and Byram town-
ships with bail amounts of $783 and $200,
respectively. Murrell was sent to the Union
County jail in lieu of bail.

Thursday, April 26, Karin Bellotti, 53,
of Westfield was arrested on the 600
block of Ripley Place on a Garwood crimi-
nal warrant with $180 bail and a Westfield
traffic warrant with $115 bail. Bellotti
was released after posting bail.

Thursday, April 26, George Farrison,
39, of Elizabeth was arrested on the 100
block of Cacciola Place and charged with
disorderly conduct and defiant trespass
after he allegedly harassed customers at a
store on the 300 block of South Avenue
and then caused vehicles to stop abruptly
as he attempted to cross South Avenue.
He was committed to the Union County
jail in lieu of $200 bail.

Friday, April 27, Brian P. Warren, 29,
of Plainfield was arrested at South and
Summit Avenues and charged with driv-
ing while intoxicated (DWI), possession
of a controlled dangerous substance, iden-
tified as less than 50 grams of marijuana;
speeding, careless driving, possession of
CDS in a motor vehicle and failure to
wear a seatbelt. Warren later was released
to a responsible individual.

Mountainside
Saturday, April 28, Ricardo B. Pereira,

21, of Union was arrested and charged with
eluding police, reckless driving and failure
to exhibit a rear license plate. According to
police, police headquarters received a call
from the Union Police Department that a
motorcycle, that eluded a motor vehicle
stop and which the driver was on suspected
list, was entering their jurisdiction.

Police said an officer in a marked pa-
trol car spotted a motorcycle matching
the description entering Echo Lake Park,
police said. Police said the motorcycle
was not displaying a rear plate and the
officer attempted a motor vehicle stop.

According to police, Pereira tried to
once again elude police by driving in the
wrong lane, causing oncoming traffic, as
well as the motorcycle, to come to an
abrupt stop, which ultimately caused the
officer in pursuit to strike the motorcycle.

The suspect was taken into custody,
arrested and was eventually transported
to Overlook Hospital for minor injuries,
police said.

Saturday, April 28, Zireek Martin, 26,
of Newark was stopped for drinking in
public and consumption of an alcoholic
beverage within a motor vehicle and was
later arrested for an outstanding Newark
warrant in the amount of $750.

Monday, April 30, a resident who
parked her car on Laurie Court reported
that sometime overnight someone broke
into her car and stole her insurance card.
According to police, the driver’s side
door lock was damaged and the hood and
trunk were open.

Sunday, April 29, Dagoberto R. Martinez-
Martin, 31, of Indian Trail, NC was arrested
and charged for DWI, refusal to submit to a
breath test, consumption of an alcoholic
beverage in a motor vehicle, as well as
failure to exhibit documents following a
motor vehicle stop on Route 22.

According to police, a 9-1-1 call was
received from a motorist who stated she
was driving behind an erratic and possi-
bly intoxicated driver. Martinez-Martin
was later stopped for an unsafe lane change
and found to be intoxicated. The subject
was processed and released according to
John’s Law, police said.

Sunday, April 29, Terrell Morris, 40,
of Newark was arrested at the Essex
County jail for an outstanding warrant in
the amount of $300.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fanwood Council
required resolution allowing it to send
out estimated third quarter tax bills,
based on what was collected during
the first two quarters, as well as other
projected figures for the new budget.

Mr. Tomkins said the estimated bills
would likely be mailed out at the end
of June and would be due August 1.
Actual tax bills for the fourth quarter
would be prepared and mailed out
after extraordinary state aid is deter-
mined and the municipal budget is
revised, finalized, and adopted some-
time in July, he said.

Borough Attorney Dennis Estis sug-
gested “providing some kind of simple,
straightforward explanation” of the
estimated and actual tax bills issue.

Mr. Tomkins agreed: “You’re go-
ing to get a lot of people calling in [to
borough hall], trying to see what this
means.” Borough officials said they
plan to publish a notice in the upcom-
ing Fanwoodian.

Tuesday night’s meeting also fea-
tured a presentation by state Assem-
blywoman Linda Stender (LD-22,
Fanwood). Mrs. Stender spoke about
state legislation she is proposing to
promote “environmentally sustain-
able” communities in New Jersey.

“We just can’t wait for the federal
government to act,” said Mrs. Stender,
adding that moving toward “energy
independence” is “a matter of na-
tional security.”

“It’s not going to be easy,” she said.
“It requires a change in our thinking
like we have not seen since in the
Industrial Age.”

The assemblywoman also said that,
while legislation “at the top” is needed,
it is also important to have “education
and support” from municipalities.

“Fanwood’s always been at the fore-
front of these kinds of issues,” Mrs.
Stender said. She encouraged the
borough to consider establishing a
task force or volunteer group to pri-
oritize “green” initiatives as starting
points providing “the most impact.”

Mayor Mahr responded, “I like the

idea of a task force; we have to edu-
cate, challenge, and inspire our resi-
dents to get involved and be better
stewards of the environment.”

“Westfield will see departing air-
craft at lower altitudes,” he contin-
ued, when asked how the changes
would impact the area.

Nancy Ward of Linden, a Union
County Freeholder and liaison to the
Aircraft Noise Advisory Board, said
she is concerned about homeland se-
curity and voiced concerns that the
subject be better addressed during
the study.

“We think they can do better,” added
Jacob Maglera of the Air Traffic and
Noise Advisory Board.

“We are trying to stop changes that
would result in material changes to
noise-level increases and noise pol-
lution in Cranford and Union County,”
said Cranford Mayor Michael Plick.

Elizabeth Mayor Chris Bollwage
said the FAA’s plans unfairly impact
his city’s poorest residents and said
changes would create more noise for
more people, not less.

“At some point, the FAA has to
realize Newark Airport has reached
its capacity,” said Mr. Bollwage, who
has threatened to fight the FAA’s pro-
posal. “If they force this plan down
our throats, we plan to take it to the
courts...This is a sham here.”

The hearing was one of five planned
in each of the states affected by the
redesign of the 31,000-square-mile
airspace that includes all of New Jer-
sey and parts of New York, Connecti-
cut, Pennsylvania and Delaware.

In-depth information about the re-
design can be found at faa.gov/
nynjphl_airspace_redesign/.

Comments should be submitted in
writing to Steve Kelley, FAA, c/o
Ram Nagendran 12005 Sunrise Val-
ley Drive, MS C3.02 Reston, VA
20191 or made directly on the website.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Ted Ritter for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
THINKING GREEN…State Assem-
blywoman Linda Stender (LD-22,
Fanwood) spoke at Fanwood’s May 1
borough council meeting. She talked
about sponsoring state legislation to
encourage “environmentally sustain-
able communities.”

Principal to Review Student
Broadcasts, Sparks Debate

By VICTORIA McCABE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Westfield High School
Interim Principal Dennis Fyffe’s deci-
sion to invoke his right to prior review of
“Blue Devil News” (“BDN”) television
shows on TV-36 has sparked censorship
debate between student journalists, teach-
ers and school and town officials.

Mr. Fyffe’s decision to review each
program before student journalists sub-
mit it to the local-access channel came
after a commentary segment in the most
recent “BDN” broadcast sparked con-
cerns from Westfield Mayor Andrew
Skibitsky and school administrators,
multiple sources confirmed.

“BDN,” a collaboration between WHS’s
broadcast journalism and broadcast televi-
sion production classes, both in their first
year of existence, has produced and aired
10 shows on TV-36 since last October.

In the show’s past two episodes, WHS
senior and “BDN” commentary anchor
Kim Angus presented commentary pieces
critcizing certain aspects of town-council
proceedings. The second part of the com-
mentary was a part of a program that first
aired April 1, according to Director of
Blue Devils TV John Burns.

“They did a segment on the council that
I thought wasn’t fair to some council people
they interviewed,” Mayor Skibitsky said.
He said he relayed that opinion to then-
BOE President Anne Riegel.

Upon learning of the concerns, Super-
intendent of Schools William Foley re-
viewed the episode and said, “We didn’t
feel that the piece should be pulled, but
we felt we have standards for broadcasts
that weren’t met.”

“I thought the overall broadcast was
fine,” Mr. Foley said. “I thought it was
unfair of a student to refer to TV-36 as a
propaganda machine, especially as she
was on the air. TV-36 is a local access
channel, not propaganda.”

Miss Angus began her segment by say-
ing, “I understand that TV-36 is the propa-
ganda installment for the town to parade
and gloat their accomplishments. How-
ever, here I am on Channel 36 with my true
unfiltered opinions about the Town of
Westfield and the government that runs
it.” She then enumerated her ideas for
improving town-government operations.

Mr. Foley said he relayed concerns he
heard to Mr. Fyffe and requested a meet-
ing with the principal and “BDN” adviser
Warren Hynes, a WHS English and broad-
cast journalism teacher. “We decided that
the broadcasts should be reviewed at sev-
eral different levels,” Mr. Foley said.

Under the new procedures, “BDN” will
submit the finished copy of its broadcast
to the principal for review. Mr. Fyffe said
he would view and return the show as
quickly as possible.

Miss Angus said, as research for her
piece, she attended four town council
meetings and called and e-mailed council
members repeatedly since mid-January.

She said she believed her piece was
“opinionated but fair.” She said that no
council member or BOE member con-
tacted her personally after the commen-
tary aired; she said Mr. Hynes was the
first to inform her about “distaste” for her
piece and that she later spoke with the
principal regarding prior review.

Mr. Fyffe said he met with Miss Angus
and a fellow “BDN” reporter – “Our
primary role here is education, and that’s
what this is here.”

Hi’s Eye, WHS’s student weekly non-
censored newspaper, in an April 20 news
article, said Mr. Foley was not in favor of
prior review, but he told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times  that was a “misinterpreta-
tion.”

He said he agrees with the principal’s
decision: “We are teaching students to be
journalists, and they must meet certain
standards. Mostly, I think that teachers
can handle that, but because [the broad-
cast journalism program] is new, I asked
if we had clear standards for review and
asked if, at least right now, Mr. Fyffe
could be involved.”

Ms. Riegel said the BOE approved the
broadcast curriculum last year – “it calls
for standards of research quality and jour-
nalism ethics.” She declined to comment
on whether she believed “BDN” journal-
ists violated those ethics.

Mr. Fyffe said this is not a First Amend-
ment issue. “I’m not interested in censor-
ing, muzzling or prior restraint of content,”
he said. “This isn’t a content issue at all.”

“We’re not talking about pulling broad-
casts,” Mr. Foley said. “We expect that
when things are presented, they would be
accurate.”

Former WHS principal Robert Petix, a
Scotch Plains resident, said he would not
have supported a call for prior review. “I
would have said to [Mr. Hynes], ‘Is it
libelous? Is it slanderous?’ If he said ‘no,’
that would have been good enough for me.”

“We share TV-36 with the town,” Ms.
Riegel said. “What’s on there needs to be
appropriate to be viewed publicly, and I
think for the most part it is.”

She said, in this instance, “I’m not sure
if everything was factually correct; the
tone could be more neutral.”

Mr. Hynes said the “BDN” show pro-
ducer e-mailed the mayor two weeks ago
to offer him a chance to speak with “BDN”
on camera and respond to the piece. As of
press time, the mayor had not responded
to the e-mail, Mr. Hynes said.

“I hope [the mayor and council] would
take advantage of [the ‘BDN’] open fo-
rum,” Miss Angus said. “We wish anyone
would respond to any of our pieces with
their opinions.”

Mayor Skibitsky said Monday that he
had not been in contact with “BDN” but
confirmed he received an e-mail from the
journalists. When asked if he would con-
sider the program’s offer to speak with
students on air, he responded, “No, not
necessarily.”

“[Miss Angus] knew she wouldn’t be
able to easily speak with the town council
(after airing the piece), but she felt strongly
about it and felt that the importance of
saying it outweighed who she would up-
set,” Mr. Hynes said.

Second Ward Councilwoman Vicki
Kimmins said there is “a big difference”
between censorship and review. “I don’t
see why the administration can’t review the
work to make sure it’s a good piece repre-
sentative of (WHS’s) quality students.”

Councilmanm Tom Bigosinski said, “I
don’t want to second-guess the decisions of
school administrators, but I think students
should be able to offer their opinions unfet-
tered, as long as their facts are straight.”

Mr. Petix said that the school administra-
tion erred by “allowing a 65-year tradition

(of non-censorship in the high-school jour-
nalism program) to fall by the wayside.”

Mr. Petix said, “The [BOE], instead of
standing up for the school and the school
press, stood by friends on the council.
This was a political decision, not an edu-
cational one.”

Mayor Skibitsky said he was not in-
volved with the decision to subject “BDN”
shows to prior review.“I don’t have an
opinion one way or the other. I trust that
the BOE and the school system will do
what’s right.”

Mr. Hynes said “BDN” changed its on-
air mission statement from “‘We are an
open forum that is not censored’ to ‘We
are subject to prior review.’”

Miss Angus said prior review would
change the way she approaches stories. “I
won’t be as aggressive,” she said. “I’m
discouraged from doing any kind of pieces
about the town council.”

“It’s unfortunate to feel you can’t criti-
cize government,” she said. “I’m a resi-
dent, a constituent, and I have attended
public schools.”

Heather Rocco, chairwoman of the
WHS English department, said she is
“disappointed” with the prior-review de-
cision even though board policy gives the
principal the right to review student pub-
lications. “I don’t think it’s wise,” she
said. “It’s a form of censorship, even
though the goal isn’t to censor.”

“I think there’s a conflict within the
school,” Miss Angus said. “It’s hypocriti-
cal – we’re told to be fearless, to be aggres-
sive. There are signs in the hallway and on
the wall against censorship.”

Mr. Petix said that claiming there is a
difference between prior review and cen-
sorship is “absolute nonsense. Censor-
ship means he’s going to decide what’s
appropriate. It’s trying to sell us the
emperor’s new clothes.”

There is a difference between Hi’s Eye
and TV-36, Mr. Foley said. “Hi’s Eye is in
the family – something like 80 percent of
subscribers are students. TV-36 is a town-
channel broadcast – it has a completely
different audience.”

He said that on public airwaves, there
are rules of decorum and language and
that people speaking on TV-36 are viewed
as representing the school district. “It’s
not about free speech – it’s about what’s
appropriate.”

He said “BDN” on-air graphics noting
that a segment is a commentary piece and
its disclaimer stating that commentary
represents the opinion of the commenta-
tor, not anyone else, are “helpful, but
that’s not a license to say anything you
want.”

Mr. Petix said, “Since when is tone an
issue in a free press? People have a right
to a negative tone. People have a right to
be passionate on the air.”

The prerequisite classes for “BDN”
and Hi’s Eye journalists are the same, and
the former principal said there is no dif-
ference between the two outlets: “[‘BDN’]
students come out of the Hi’s Eye train-
ing. The same rules should apply.”

The April 20 Hi’s Eye editorial states,
“WHS student journalists aspire to up-
hold the principles of sound, professional
journalism, both in content and quality.
Administrative prior review undermines
the aspect of the journalism program that
distinguishes it from other schools.”

Mr. Fyffe said Hi’s Eye is “understand-
ably concerned” but said that “once we go
through this, I think everyone can relax. I
can’t imagine a content issue I’d object
to.”

“Student journalists here are very re-
sponsible. They are willing to take on
controversial issues and handle them very
well,” he said. “I have a tremendous
amount of confidence in them.”

No one has set a timetable regarding
the number of broadcasts Mr. Fyffe would
review in advance, the principal and su-
perintendent said.

“This is new and we’re learning,” Mr.
Foley said. “I suspect as time goes on
we’ll have better procedures.”

mendations on the roof, which has been
plagued by leaks.

It’s likely that there will be a temporary
solution, similar to what was done at the
municipal building several years ago, with
patching done on the roof to stem, if not
completely eliminate, the leaks and, hope-
fully, “hold it over for a year or two,”
according to Mr. Atkins. In the mean-
time, he said he wants to speak with
architects about addressing “the long-
range, permanent issues” involving the
facility, which could mean a substantial
renovation of the existing building or a
new building on the same site. Mr. Atkins
also wants to speak with architects to
receive their input on how best to proceed
with renovations to the two firehouses
located behind the municipal building
and at the corner of Martine Avenue and
Raritan Road. Late last year, fire depart-
ment personnel presented proposals to
the council for renovations to the
department’s two facilities.

In other business, Councilman Glover
told the council that the township’s re-
vamped website should be up and run-
ning by July 1. Department heads were
provided last week with forms to be com-
pleted that will comprise much of the
information initially offered on the new
site, which will be developed and man-
aged by City Connections LLC.
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SP Council

sought approval to enlarge the width of
his driveway to allow the applicant’s
elderly father adequate room to pull his
vehicle off the street without restricting
access to the existing one-car garage.

The applicant’s neighbor, Syed
Bashir Ahmad of 87 Glenwood Road,
voiced his disapproval, saying that it is
the borough’s responsibility to prevent
such an intrusion that would ultimately
decrease the value of his property.

Board Chairman Gregory
Cummings said, “I think by approv-
ing this we are saying ‘yes, you can
intrude on someone’s property,’ and
I’m not comfortable with that.”

Board member Daniel Zucker
agreed and said the model of the
vehicle and the individual driving it
were irrelevant factors.

“You could sell the house tomorrow,
but any variance we grant is going to be
in effect from this point on,” he said.

Mr. St. Onge disagreed with his
fellow council members, stating it is
a valid and good reason to get cars off
the street and, due to the sensitive
nature of the application, the board
should “tread lightly.”

Mr. Molenaar’s suggestion to put
up a fence with a minimum length of
the two-foot section led to an ap-
proved variance by the board.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

A GOOD DAY’S WORK…Union County Freeholder Chairman Bette Jane
Kowalski, left, and Margaret Pipchick of Cranford remove trash and debris from
the banks of the Rahway River in Cranford on April 21 during the Earth Day
clean-up event sponsored by the Rahway River Association.

Judge Rebuffs Reform Dems’
Bid for June Primary Run

The Star Ledger has reported that
State Superior Court Judge Katherine
Dupuis has ruled against a slate of
potential Democratic Primary chal-
lengers to Democratic Union County
Freeholder incumbents Bette Jane
Kowalski and Dan Sullivan, running-
mate Rayland Van Blake and Sheriff
Ralph Froehlich. The judge ruled in
favor of Union County Clerk Joanne
Rajoppi, who said the freeholder chal-
lengers – running under the slogan
“Reform Democrats of Union
County” – did not have the sufficient
number of signatures on their peti-
tions and that the sheriff’s candidate
filed his petition late. Freeholder
Adrian Mapp, who was bounced from
the organization line, sought to run in
the June Primary with Barbara
Zamora of Elizabeth and Becky
McHugh of Linden for freeholder.
Charles E. Mitchell Sr. of Roselle, an
Essex County sheriff’s  officer, sought
to challenge Mr. Froehlich.
Gloucester PD Chief, Wife Face

Charges of Robbing MADD
A Gloucester County Police Chief

Frank Winters and his wife, Bernice
Winters, have been charged with steal-
ing $150,000 from Mothers Against
Drunk Driving (MADD), Attorney
General Stuart Rabner said last week,
according to an Associated Press re-
port. Both Mr. Winters, a councilman
in Newfield, and his wife each face
one charge each of conspiracy and
theft by deception.

Bergen Legislators Receive
Latest Subpoenas from Feds

State Senator Paul Sarlo and As-
sembly members Robert Gordon and
Joan Voss, all Bergen County Demo-
crats, are the latest legislators to re-
ceive subpoenas from the federal pros-
ecutors as the probe, that began with
allegations of now-indicted Senator
Wayne Bryant receiving as no-show
job at the University of Medicine and

Dentistry, widens. The subpoenas
sought records relating to Hackensack
University Medical Center since the
start of 2004. Authorities have been
examining the relationship between
the hospital and Democratic Senator
Joseph Coniglio. Prosecutors previ-
ously served subpoenas on all the
leadership offices in the Legislature,
the non-partisan Office of Legisla-
tive Services, the office of former
Assembly Speaker and now-con-
gressman Albio Sires (D-Hudson),
Assemblyman Brian Stack (D-
Hudson), Senator Nicholas Scutari
(D-Union) and the governor’s office.

New Jersey Ranks Fourth
In Nation In Debt

Moody’s Investors Service’s an-
nual State Debt Medians report said
New Jersey finished last year with the
fourth-highest debt – $33.7 billion –
in the nation, behind only California,
New York and Massachusetts, accord-
ing to a Star Ledger report.

Social Security Trustees
Project Future Lack of Funds
The 2007 annual report of the So-

cial Security Board of Trustees reveals
the board’s projections that payroll
taxes would no longer raise enough
money to pay full Social Security ben-
efits starting in 2017 and that trust
funds would be exhausted by 2041.

“Over the 75-year period, the trust
funds would require additional rev-
enue equivalent to $4.7 trillion in
today’s dollars to pay all scheduled
benefits. This unfunded obligation is
about $100 billion higher than the
amount estimated last year,” accord-
ing to a press release from the board
of trustees.

Christian Seniors Association
(CSA) Executive Director James
Lafferty said in another press release,
“The moment of truth is approaching
as some Washington insiders con-
tinue to pretend there is a genuine
trust fund from which Social Secu-
rity checks are withdrawn.”

County Taxes Up $12.7 Mil.;
19 of 21 Towns to See Hikes

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders on
Thursday introduced a $414.3-mil-
lion budget that calls for $239.4 mil-
lion to be raised in new taxes – a
$12.7-million hike over last year.
County purpose taxes, which will in-
crease in 19 of the county’s 21 mu-
nicipalities, are up 5.7 percent over
last year.

The board’s finance committee low-
ered the tax levy by $300,000 from
the $13 million increase proposed in
the executive budget County Man-
ager George Devanney presented in
January.

The budget represents a $2.7-mil-
lion decrease from the $417-million
end-of-year budget numbers for 2006
but a $14.2-million increase over the
$400-million budget that was intro-
duced last spring.

Under the budget, county taxes
are projected to rise on average by
$131 to $2,306 for the average ho-
meowner in Westfield, $102 to
$1,685 in Scotch Plains, $73 to
$1,418 in Fanwood and $64 to $2,102
in Mountainside. County property
taxes will drop $50 to $1,119 in
Garwood. Summit faces the biggest
hike, up $191 to $3,128, followed by
Hillside, up $103 to $933.

Locally, average assessed property
values are $181,500 in Westfield,
$121,000 in Scotch Plains, $85,000
in Fanwood, $100,000 in Garwood
and $160,600 in Mountainside.

This year’s tax levy accounts for 58
percent of the overall revenues. In
2000, taxes represented 49 percent of
the total county revenue. The tax levy
has risen $89.2 million since 1998
but $65.6 million in the past five
years, according to the county . The
overall budget has risen $104 million
since 2000.

In a press release issued by
Sebastian D’Elia, the county’s com-
munications director in the Public
Information office, the finance com-
mittee, under the chairmanship of
Freeholder Al Mirabella, reduced the
county’s proposed capital budget by
$17.6 million for a new capital spend-
ing plan of $37.6 million, $29.2-mil-
lion of which would be issued through
authorizing new debt. The county’s
six-year projected capital program,
through 2012, is $132.6 million, ac-
cording to a copy of the 2007 county
budget obtained by The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times.

County officials said capital pro-
gram reductions from the executive
budget saved $900,000 in the county
budget. Mr. D’Elia told reporters $7
million was reduced by capital re-
quests from the parks and recreation
and Runnells Specialized Hospital,
with another $10 million from public
works.

Officials said the county saved
$650,000 from the early retirement
program in which 140 employees
participated, and gained another
$500,000 by deferring payments for
years of service benefits to retirees.
They realized another $100,000 in
leaf composting revenues from towns,
a revenue item that came out of bud-
get committee hearings, and another
$500,000 through increased revenues
on investments due to higher interest
rates.

Although no freeholders made
comments at Thursday’s meeting, in
the press release County Manager
George Devanney cited rising man-
dated costs such as pensions, health
insurance and increased public safety
costs following 9/11 as reasons for
the tax hike.

“These are items over which county
government exercises little or no con-
trol. In fact, $94 million, of which
$239 million to be raised by [the
levy] in the 2007 budget, stems from
mandated costs – nearly 40 percent,”
Mr. Devanney told freeholders in his
budget message, printed in the bud-
get document.

Also cited for the tax increase was
the $3.5-million deficit at Runnells,
blamed on “unforeseen market cir-
cumstances” and delays in the re-
imbursement of federal funds for
Runnells’ Cornerstone Psychiatric
program.

The freeholders will hold a public
hearing on the spending plan on
Thursday, May 24, at 7 p.m., after
which board members will vote to
adopt the budget.

Parker GardensParker Gardens
14 acres14 acres

www.parkergardens.comwww.parkergardens.com
         Telephone     908.564.0123Telephone 908.564.0123Garden Center    Greenhouses    Landscape ServicesGarden Center Greenhouses Landscape Services

1325 Terrill Road, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

Mon-WedMon-Wed 7-6   Thurs-Fri 7-77-6 Thurs-Fri 7-7
Saturday: 7-6      Sunday: 9-5Saturday: 7-6 Sunday: 9-5

8” Flowering Hanging Baskets
$1.00 off per basket

Varieties include Ivy Geraniums, Rose Bud
Impatiens and New Guinea Impatiens

Offer good through 5/9/07.  See store for details.  Must present coupon at time of purchase.

Potunias
New mounding petunias 

1 Quart Pots
Now 3 for $10.00

reg price $5.99 ea
Offer good through 5/9/07.  See store for 

details.  Must present coupon at time of purchase.

4ft to 5ft 
Forsythia

and

4ft
Arborvitae
$29.99

Spring is in 
the Air

Spring is in 
the Air

NJN

NJN

Sen. Kean Asks Rutgers Not
To Cut Six Athletic Teams

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA – State Senator Tom Kean, Jr.
of Westfield is pushing for Rutgers
University to rescind its decision to cut
six sports teams. Last summer’s deci-
sion by the university board of gover-
nors was made in response to $66 mil-
lion in cuts by the state legislature.

Rutgers decided to eliminate men’s
swimming and diving, men’s tennis,
men’s and women’s fencing and heavy
and lightweight crew.

The Board of Governors of Rutgers
approved its FY 2006-2007 budget of
$1.63 billion on July 14, 2006, which
included the elimination of the six
teams effective this June, according
to Mr. Kean’s resolution introduced
February 8.

“The decision makes no sense what-
soever,” said Mr. Kean when reached
by phone Monday. He said eliminat-
ing the sports programs would cause
some of “the best student-athletes in
the state” to leave New Jersey.

“Many of the competing schools
(to Rutgers) have these types of pro-
grams,” he added.

According to the resolution (no.
93), the cuts affect some 121 student-
athletes, who would have to decide to
“either forgo this aspect of their over-
all educational experience or transfer
to other schools to continue partici-
pation in their sport of choice.”

The state senator blamed higher-
education funding cuts by the state
over the past several years for Rutgers’
decision, causing increases in tuition
that make New Jersey’s colleges and
universities “less affordable.”

“All this while, state spending has
increased over $10 billion the last
few years,” said Mr. Kean, noting that
spending has increased 50 percent
over the past six years.

a picture’s worth a
thousand words.

goleader.com/photos

Learn Computers at Home
A-Tech Consulting Phone:  908 232 3823

•Do you get frustrated with EMAIL or the INTERNET?

•Viewing or printing pictures from family and friends?

•Computer / digital camera set-up?

•Printer problems?

•iPod, MP3, or other gadgets giving you trouble?

Our experts come to you.  NO more being put on hold. NO more aggravation. 

We specialize in computer training for all ages.  Call today for a FREE 

consultation.   Email:  atechhelp@comcast.net
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Westfield United Way Sets
Annual Meeting for May 14
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

United Way (WUW) will elect mem-
bers to serve on its board of trustees at
its 50th annual meeting and awards
presentation, to be held Monday, May
14, at 7 p.m. in the municipal
building’s community room.

The nominees for first-time elec-
tion are Sharilyn Brown, Anthony
Cerami, Susan Cook, Colleen
Echausse, Jennifer Jaruzelski,
Kathleen Lynch, Rick Malacrea and
Rick Ragoza. Nominees for re-elec-
tion are David Foltz, John Ripperger
and Paul Zoidis.

Board President Scott Cassie will
conduct the business meeting and re-
port on the WUW’s accomplishments
last year, the election of trustees and
other business.

The WUW will present awards to
outstanding volunteers, and an enter-
tainment program will include the pre-
sentation of the colors by the Boy
Scouts. Refreshments will be served
during the social hour following the
meeting.

All contributors to the WUW are
members of the corporation and are
entitled to a vote at the meeting. The
session will also mark the election of
next year’s officers. The slate includes
Mr. Cassie, president; Mr. Foltz, first
vice president; Mr. Zoidis, second
vice president; Wendy Cozzi, secre-
tary, and Claude Fusco, treasurer.

Webster’s dictionary cites one word
in the definitions of both growth and
development. That word is evolution.
That is what I see when I look around
this town that I was born and raised
in.

The downtown is constantly chang-
ing and evolving as the times change.
I can remember having ice cream at
Hill’s when I was in junior high (that’s
what we called middle school way
back then), choosing between the
Rialto and the Westfield Cinema when
I wanted to see a movie and going to
my after-school job at Westfield Drugs
(now Liberty Travel) when I was at
WHS.

Some things have remained, but
most of what used to be downtown
has long gone. The neighborhoods
are always evolving as well. I see
these beautiful new homes going up
where old ones once stood. And while
change can be hard, there is a lot that
is good about that.

When a new home goes up, it tells
us that the owners of that house want
to be here and will invest their money
in this town. They’re going to have to
because when a new home is built,
taxes will roughly double for that
property. This translates into more
money for the town and the schools.

Builders say that someone build-
ing or buying a new home is likely to
be a good neighbor, take care of their
property and be active in the commu-
nity. A new home is also going to add
value to all the other homes on the
block, so it allows for others to feel
more comfortable about investing
money into their homes. The new
homes that go up are typically much
more efficient, which means they are
nicer to the environment and less
costly to run.

About 200 jobs are created when a
house is being built, and those jobs go
to local people. Supplies come from

the area, and the materials are mostly
made in America. Most builders say
they do their best to keep the growing
pains to a minimum. They try to keep
the worksite clean and safe and com-
plete the exterior as quickly as pos-
sible.

One builder tells me that most con-
tractors do what they do because they
truly love to affect what they feel is
positive change in their community.
Since many of the builders who work
around here also live around here,
this is their community.

All in all, since the year 2000 there
have only been 251 knockdowns for
redevelopment out of a total housing
stock of 9,200 homes. Some years are
higher than others, but that is a reflec-
tion of the state of the economy, and
every town has its evolutionary curve.

As our needs change, our town
changes. When I was a child growing
up on Crescent Parkway, I would
have been happy if nothing ever
changed, but eight years ago my par-
ents sold that house to retire to parts
south and I no longer had a say in
what happened to it. As that house
approaches 100 years old, the day
might come that someone chooses to
knock it down and “redevelop.”

I will be sad to see it go, but also
excited for the future possibilities.
That is an attitude I try very hard to
hold close in our ever-changing times.
On the flip side, it gives me comfort
when I drive around town to see evi-
dence of the historical and architec-
tural heritage of the town. It is nice to
know that many people choose to
invest their monies into preserving
our history.

One of Westfield’s unique charac-
teristics is its commitment to both
embrace the future and celebrate the
past. At the end of the day, almost as
important as where we’re going, is
where we’ve been.

By Kara Shovlin

It’s Important Where We’re
Going and Where We’ve Been

Complete 3-Course Dinners
Include Choice of Salad,
Appetizer and Entrée.

Kids 12 & under may order special Dinners at $2.00 off regular price.
Prices may vary. Mother’s Day is May 13th, 2007. Please Call for Reservations Today!

Surprise Mom with a gift from the heart... the Jolly Trolley on

MOTHER’S DAY!MOTHER’S DAY!
Featuring a special menu.

Starting at only-

$14.99$14.99

411 North Ave. Westfield, NJ.   (908) 232-1207

GIFTS GO FAR…Jack Walker, 3, helps the Westfield United Way say “thank you”
to Westfielders for “making it happen.” By reaching 100 percent of the WUW’s
fundraising goal, the organization’s 19-member agencies will receive funds to
provide a wide variety of services to Westfield and other local communities.

NJN to Air Hearings
On State Budget

TRENTON – NJN News will con-
tinue to provide live coverage of the
New Jersey Senate and Assembly
budget committee hearings on NJN
and JerseyVision (DTV) on Monday,
May 7, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

 The hearings also will be webcast
at njn.net. The network plans to re-
broadcast the hearings after midnight;
the schedule is subject to change.

Senate Budget and Appropriations
Committee hearings schedule:

10 a.m. – revenue update (State
treasurer and Office of Legislative
Services).

1:30 p.m. – Department of the
Treasury and Interdepartmental Ac-
counts.

Bramnick Sponsors
Assembly Bill 3425

WESTFIELD — Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (LD-21), a civil trial attor-
ney, has joined with Assemblyman Sean
Kean (Monmouth County) as a spon-
sor of legislation which would bar di-
rect solicitation letters from attorneys
to accident victims and other persons.

“Increasingly, certain attorneys are
sending solicitation letters to victims
of motor vehicle accidents, drivers
who receive traffic tickets, and per-
sons charged with offenses. The at-
torneys obtain these people’s names,
addresses and other personal infor-
mation through public information
sources such as police reports and
court records, and send the letters in
an attempt to solicit business. This
practice increases the public’s mis-
trust and suspicion of the legal pro-
fession,” according to a press release
from Mr. Bramnick.

This bill would prohibit attorneys
from sending any written communi-
cation soliciting professional employ-
ment on the attorneys’ own behalf to
any person whose name, address or
other personal information was ob-
tained from a public record such as a
police report, accident report or court
record.

get involved.
goleader.com/organizations

Freeholders Oppose FAA
Airspace Redesign Plan
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – The Union County
freeholders last Thursday officially
opposed the Federal Aviation
Administration’s (FAA) proposed
New York, New Jersey, Philadelphia
Airspace Redesign Plan.

“The proposed integrated airspace
alternative-flight plan will increase
low-altitude aircraft traffic over
densely populated residential areas
and communities, reducing the over-
all altitudes for arrivals and introduc-
ing low-altitude holding patterns in
the metropolitan area,” according to
the resolution.

At Thursday’s meeting, Freeholder
Nancy Ward said she attended the
FAA’s April 25 hearing in Newark
and asked FAA representatives if the
proposed plan had been given to the
state’s Homeland Security Office.

“There answer to me was no…They
were not required to,” she said. “That’s
not a good thing.”

“How can you secure the home-
land when you don’t know the flight
patterns?” she asked.

In their resolution, the freeholders
recommended the use of larger air-
craft and flight schedule changes that
would not cause interminable delays
during peak hours.

During the public portion of the
meeting, Jeremy Jay of Summit pre-
sented a plan to fight terrorism and
asked the board to share copies of his
plan with Trenton and Washington
officials.

“If Manhattan is destroyed by a
smuggled nuclear bomb, Union
County would suffer
greatly…Freeholders have a duty to
prevent terrorism; freeholders must
hold them accountable,” Mr. Jay said
in prepared remarks.

Heather Taylor of Cranford, com-
munications director for Metuchen-
based Citizens Campaign, inquired
as to whether the board had reviewed
the organization’s proposed ordinance
to open the process to fill seats on
county boards and commissions as
presented to the board at its April 19
meeting.

The group reported at that meeting
that there are 130 vacancies out of
652 positions on some 51 boards in
county government.

“We feel this is a great opportunity
to get the word out” (on board and
commission vacancies, Ms. Taylor
said. “That information can really
cultivate getting the best and bright-
est (people).”

Board Chairman Bette Jane

Kowalski said the proposal had been
turned over to the county counsel’s
office for consideration.

“It’s certainly being carefully
looked at,” Ms. Kowalski said.

Ralph Steinhart of Westfield said
the county’s April 21 recycling event
for electronic equipment and old tires
at the Union County Vocational-Tech-
nical School in Scotch Plains was not
handled properly. He said only one
line for motor vehicles was available
although there was sufficient room
for three lines, causing him a two-
and-half-hour wait.

“It was apparent that there was
poor planning,” Mr. Steinhart told the
board.

Freeholder Dan Sullivan said the
nice weather that day might have
increased the number of people at-
tending.

“I just think that given the
weather…there was just an unusu-
ally larger number of people (that
turned out),” Mr. Sullivan said, add-
ing that on-going construction at Vo-
Tech also caused changes from previ-
ous years.

Tina Renna of Cranford said at last
week’s meeting, following up on com-
ments she made at the April 19 meet-
ing, that she was not afraid to attend
freeholder meetings in Elizabeth but
that residents in suburban towns who
have not lived in a city, unlike Mrs.
Renna, might not be comfortable go-
ing there. She suggested opening
county employee parking areas at the
county administration building for
residents attending board meetings,
who now must park blocks away.

“I’m sure I will be attacked (by the
board) again. But I’m not afraid of
bullies,” she said.

Mr. Sullivan said Mrs. Renna was
scaring county residents from attend-
ing meetings in the county seat. He
said Mrs. Renna has “become a pub-
lic figure.”

Mrs. Renna, from her seat, asked
for permission to respond. “You are
misrepresenting me,” she said.

With Ms. Kowalski using her gavel
to stop audience participation during
freeholder comments, Mr. Sullivan
continued.

“You (Mrs. Renna) can’t handle
criticism. You now want to put fear
into people coming here,” he said.

In other business, the board passed
a resolution supporting state legisla-
tion to increase the personal-needs
allowance from $35 to $50 per month
for persons residing in nursing facili-
ties, state hospitals or state develop-
mental centers who are eligible for
Medicaid or Supplemental Security
Income.

Freeholder Deborah Scanlon, a
two-time cancer survivor, presented
a resolution to representatives of the
American Cancer Society for the
organization’s Relay for Life event,
which raises money for cancer re-
search and education. The resolution
proclaimed May 1 as “Paint Your
Town Purple” Day in Union County.goleader.com/classifieds

Please join us at Sunrise of Westfield for a  free

seminar about healthy hearing. Attendees will have

the opportunity to receive an audio evaluation,

hearing aid exam with your existing hearing aids

and an overall hearing aid evaluation. A question

and answer session will be held, and handouts will

be available.

Sunrise Assisted Living is committed to furthering the

knowledge of senior living topics through events and

seminars designed to help and inform seniors and their

caregivers.

Join Us at Sunrise of Westfield
for Healthy Hearing Presentation

Family and friends are welcome • Screenings available

Our event is open to the public, but an RSVP is requested.

For more information and a FREE online newsletter, visit www.sunriseseniorliving.com

EVENT DETAILS

Healthy Hearing Presentation

and

Audiology Screening

Friday, May 11th at 10:00am

Sunrise of Westfield

240 Springfield Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090

RSVP to 908-317-3030
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Thanks to All Who Supported
Relay for Life at Spring Fling

Community Thanked
For Egg Hunt Success
On behalf of the Scotch Plains Recre-

ation Department and the Scotch Plains
Junior Women’s Club, I’d like to thank
all those for making the Easter Egg Hunt
on March 31, 2007 such a huge success.

The event would not have been pos-
sible without the generosity of the follow-
ing local businesses: Palmer Video, Apple
Blossom Flower Shop and Scotch Hills
Pharmacy.

Without the dedication of members
within the community, who were willing
to donate their time helping with the vari-
ous activities, this event would not have
run so smoothly. We would especially
like to thank the confirmation candidates
from St. Bartholomew Church, as well as
the Girl Scout Cadettes.

Once again, I thank everyone involved
who had a helping hand, whether small or
large. Your commitments, once again,
made the Egg Hunt a day to remember for
the young and the young at heart.

Stephen Dahl
Recreation Supervisor

Township of Scotch Plains

WECARE Thank All
Who Visited Booth

WECARE (Westfielders Concerned
About Responsible Development)
wishes to thank everyone who visited
the WECARE booth during Spring Fling.
We thank you for your continued inter-
est in town issues and for your ongoing
support.

Please see our website at
www.wecarewestfield.com for informa-
tion provided at our booth and current
town issues. Congratulations to Nancy and
Mackenzie Smith of Westfield, winners of
the “Westfieldopoly” game drawing.

Sharon Stockwell
WECARE, Westfield

Girl Scouts Sing-Along
Participants Thanked
The 12 members of Junior Girl Scout

Troop 256 and their leaders would like to
thank the 400-plus Girl Scouts and other
community members who participated in
our recent sing-along on the Village Green.
It was wonderful to hear so many voices
singing Girl Scout standards as well as
fun new songs. The young ladies of Troop
256 – all fifth graders at Terrill Middle
School – organized and ran the event,
which celebrated the 95th anniversary of
Girl Scouting in the USA and the 50th
anniversary of the Girl Scouts of Wash-
ington Rock Council.

The council serves about 11,000 mem-
ber girls and adults in 24 towns, including
Fanwood and Scotch Plains. The girls
could not have accomplished such a gran-
diose project without the help of many
township employees. Township Manager
Tom Atkins, Recreation Director Ray
Poerio and his staff and Police Chief
Brian Mahoney and his department were
all instrumental in ensuring a fun and safe
event.

We also appreciate the work of Chan-
nel 34’s Bill McMeekan, who videotaped
the event to be shown on public access
television. We are fortunate to live in a
community that supports events such as
the sing-along and the girls who ran it.
Thank you to everyone who helped make
this a wonderful event.

Regina Whitmer
GSWRC Junior Troop 256

Scotch Plains

Persons Should Take Extra Moment
Before Making Hurtful Comments

Hopefully Republicans Will Clean
Up Act Next Year on Budget

Fanwood Committee
Says ‘Thank You’

The Fanwood Clean Community Com-
mittee would like to extend their thanks to
the 60 hearty volunteers who participated
in the April 21 Clean Community Day.
Thanks also go to the Lions Club,
Fanwood Bagels for donating bagels and
cream cheese and to NJ Transit for pro-
viding two flagmen while litter was re-
moved from the train tack areas. Ap-
proximately 2 1/2 tons of litter was re-
moved from Fanwood’s public areas.

The morning began with Mayor Col-
leen Maher welcoming and thanking the
volunteers and proclaiming that it was
“Clean Community Day.”

Environmental education material was
given to the Scotch Plains/Fanwood
School system and the libraries of both
Fanwood and Scotch Plains.

Chairman Clint Dicksen,
Bob McCarthy, Linda Talcott

Greg Cummings, Dean Talcott,
Pam Sayles, Fanwood

SP Mayor Should Spend More Time
Becoming Knowledgeable on Taxes

The municipal budget has now been
approved by a “4 to 1” vote. This budget
requires a five-point increase in the por-
tion of our property tax used for munici-
pal purposes. I was the “1” that held out
for a lower tax increase. What disap-
pointed and disturbed me as much as the
five-point tax increase was having to lis-
ten to the mayor again berate our gover-
nor and state legislatures for our local tax
problems. I said it before and I’ll say it
again, the mayor (Martin Marks) should
spend less time campaigning for the state
legislature and more time becoming more
knowledgeable on local tax issues and to
demand greater accountability by those
who manage our township’s resources
and expenses.

I hoped that he would have refrained
from using his old charts “again” on how
our tax dollars are distributed between the
board of ed, county and our municipal
government; his effort to shift the issue of
municipal taxes elsewhere is running thin.

The mayor credited me with pushing to
lower this year’s tax increase from eight
points to five points and, although I ap-
preciate his acknowledgment, I believe
our taxpayers would have been grateful to
him to have endorsed my proposal to
lower the increase from five points to two
points.

In spite of the dramatic economic
doomsday scenario that was portrayed by
the mayor and my fellow council mem-
bers, who supported the need to have the
highest surplus ever, I believe that we
could have responsibly lowered this year’s
tax increase by three points. I guess, un-
like the mayor and my fellow council
members, I am more optimistic about our
nation’s and township’s future. I have
over 30 years of corporate management
experience and, in the worst of economic
times in my career, I never observed such
a frightful portrayal of looming bad things
to come.

One thing I am certain of is that we
don’t need to alarm our citizens by saying
the tax increase might not be enough, as

was mentioned at the budget meeting, or
consider factoring into our high surplus
contingency, cost to cover the eventuality
of a tornado destroying town hall.

I was asked by the mayor at the meet-
ing why I did not rely on the township’s
professionals rather than consult with my
own. For the record, I tried to but was
constantly told that simple requests for
information would pose a hardship on our
accounting system. An important town-
ship financial report that was filed with
the state on February 10 was reluctantly
provided to me in late March.

Also, as many of you know, I asked for
but never received a full accounting of
our mini-golf course and its financial
impact on our budget, a facility, as noted
by our mayor, that was to produce
$100,000 in new revenues to our town-
ship. Furthermore, I asked for expenses
related to the Scotch Hills Country Club
and never received a comprehensive re-
port on this operation as well. And, al-
though promised, I have not seen an all-
inclusive project cost report related to the
approximately $4 million-renovation of
town hall.

These are just a few areas I wanted to
review for the purpose of establishing
better accountability of your tax dollars.
As for discussing my issues with our
CMFO, you should know that she did not
attend one single budget review meeting,
and I was prevented by our local form of
government from speaking with her di-
rectly by the township manager. In fact, I
wouldn’t have known what she looked
like before the budget meeting if she had
passed me in town.

This budget session is over and al-
though I am not pleased with the result, I
assure you that I will move forward to
work with the mayor and council, raising
issues on matters related to governing
more cost efficiently as part of my con-
tinuing efforts to stabilize taxes and build
a better Scotch Plains for all our citizens.

Kevin Glover
Scotch Plains Councilman

Kasey’s Crew East, the Westfield High
School Relay for Life team, would like to
thank everyone who donated to benefit
the American Cancer Society at the Spring
Fling. The team made $581 toward their
$10,000 goal at the event, which puts
them over the halfway mark at $5,021.
The teens would like to give special thanks
to the Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce for allowing them space at the
event and supporting their efforts.

Donors were given a chance to win
several donated items. An autographed
hat and photo donated by actor Robin
Williams was won by Samantha Borr of
Westfield. A “Night at the Museum” DVD
donated by Pete Luscombe of Westfield
was won by Molly Adams of Westfield.

Four box seats at a Newark Bears baseball
game, donated by the Newark Bears pro-
fessional baseball club, was won by
Michael Androconis of Westfield. All
winners have received their prizes.

The Crew’s next fundraiser will be a
band night for teens at the St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church in Westfield on Satur-
day, May 12. Those who are interested in
helping this hard-working group can still
donate by mailing a check made out to
“The American Cancer Society” to
Sammy Luscombe, Captain - Kasey’s
Crew East, 626 Maye Street Westfield,
NJ 07090.

Thank you.

Sammy Luscombe
Westfield

During the past four months I have
spent a significant portion of my other-
wise uncommitted time attending various
public meetings of our township council
and studying public documents to help
my understanding of the proceedings.

I am an active Democratic activist and
I also pay more then the average amount
of municipal property taxes often referred
to by the mayor and council in selling tax
increases. As a result of my above activ-
ity, I have learned a great deal which will
help me in both capacities.

What is apparent, from attending the
budget presentations given to the council
by the professional staff, is that the pre-
sentations were amateurish at best. Our
highly paid part-time chief financial of-
ficer did not have the time to attend any
budget meetings except the public hear-
ing. She seemed to have been there for no
other reason then to demonstrate her loy-
alty to the mayor.

It is also apparent that a majority of the
members of the council do not understand
important aspects of municipal budget-
ing or chose to ignore it to support errone-
ous arguments not supported by the facts.

The mayor, a member of the council,
presented a well made chart which was
probably paid for by the taxpayers, to
show items that were not within the dis-
cretion of the council. The chart was
impressive but wrong. So what, it looked
good.

In a series of well-rehearsed questions
and answers, the mayor told us that there
were no user fees for recreation in the

budget and would not support any in the
future. When it was pointed out to him
that there were, he seemed annoyed. He
explained that while he did say that there
were no user fees for recreation in the
budget, he should not be held to what he
said but only what he meant.

Ms. Malool, who on election night
welcomed her new Democratic colleagues
elected to the council by declaring them
incompetent, demonstrated her incompe-
tence when trying to point out the effect
on the surplus of Councilman Glover’s
well thought out suggestion to lower the
increase in our tax rate by three points.
She said the surplus would be about
$700,000 if Mr. Glover’s plan were
adopted. This is not even close. The sur-
plus, in fact, will be at least five times
more then she said it would be. I suspect
that not one of our professionals would
dare support her statement. To be fair, she
probably misread the speech that had
been prepared for her.

Just when it looked like the new Demo-
cratic councilmen had been fully vindi-
cated, Jeff Strauss had to have his say.
You can’t fault him for not knowing the
chances of a tornado knocking down the
municipal building, but he should have
understood that Mrs. Papen’s message
related to next year’s budget not this
year’s. I guess adlibbing can always get
you into trouble.

Hopefully, by next year they will have
cleaned up their act.

Dick Samuel
Scotch Plains

April 18, my husband, a Virginia Tech
alumni and an Asian American, went to
pick up dinner from a local restaurant.
After placing his order, the manager on
duty walked over to him, pointed to the
picture of Cho Seung-Hui on the front
page of the paper and said, “Is this your
cousin?”

My husband simply looked at her in
disbelief and walked out of the restau-
rant. When my husband called me and
told me of this incident, I was shocked
that anyone could possibly utter these
words. He was upset, but remained amaz-
ingly calm and seemed to let the words
just roll off his back. I, on the other hand,
couldn’t stop shaking from anger and
hurt. The answer as to why we reacted so
differently, and me so much more
strongly, only caused me more concern.
My husband grew up with comments
like this one and has had to learn how to

deal with them the best he can. It seems
I am only beginning that difficult jour-
ney. His reply to my asking how he let it
go so easily was “being angry with her
would only spread the hatred.”

I then realized that our future children
will one day have to face a person who
says something insensitive, rude or cruel
to them simply because of the color of
their skin, and there is absolutely noth-
ing we can do to prevent it. We can only
teach our children to react in the way my
husband did: to walk away and not to
“spread the hatred.”

I have not mentioned the name of the
restaurant, the manager or the owner.
The purpose of my letter is not to accuse
anyone or to cause “trouble” for the
business. Rather, I hope that readers take
an extra moment to think about the things
they say. This may seem to be extreme
example, but things 100 times more hurt-
ful have been said before. Each one of us
makes generalizations and has preju-
dices. The key is, overcoming them and
not allowing them to affect the way we
treat others (through both our words and
our actions). As we remember the vic-
tims at Virginia Tech, I ask you to be-
come more aware your own prejudices
and make an effort to change them at
every opportunity. Let’s make this a
time to overcome, rather than to suc-
cumb. You never know how the com-
ment you make may effect those around
you, no matter if it is said full of hate or
as a simple “joke.” Moreover, when you
are the target of someone else’s igno-
rance, strive to stop the cycle of hatred
and anger and let it “roll off your back.”

Michelle Ying
Woodbridge

Westfield Rec. Deptment Thanks Race
Participants, Volunteers and Sponsors
The Westfield Recreation Department

would like to take this opportunity to
thank all those who sponsored, volun-
teered and participated in our 17th annual
road races held on Saturday, April 21.

It was a great day for over 200 runners
and many resident families who came out
to participate in our 1-Mile Fun Run and
5-Miler road race. Plaques and trophies
were awarded to the top finishers of the 5-
Miler, and medals awarded to all Fun Run
participants. Hats off to Dalton Herzog,
age 11, for finishing first in the 1-Mile
Fun Run; and to Eric Sokol, age 12,
coming in a close 2nd. Congratulations to
Luciano Oliveira of Long Branch, who
won the 5-Miler with a time of 29:30, and
Linda Wolfe of Berkeley Heights, who
won overall female with a time of 33:23.
Great job.

The following local residents ranked
high in their individual age groups: Mike
Olivares, Scott Kornfeld, Scott White,
Ian Cottrell, Dominic Larche, Ralane
Bonn, Patrick Currie, Abigail Kwok,
Kelley Masterson, Hilary Hefner, Maria
Velluci, Jeannine Forbes, Joe Wilson and
Ann Skudlark. Thanks for your participa-
tion. For detailed race results, please visit:
www.compuscore.com. For pictures visit:
www.tigerpawimages.com.

This event helps raise money in sup-
port of the department’s drug and alco-
hol-free teen programs. Proceeds will also
be put towards Project Graduation-Bash
2007 for Westfield High School seniors.
Project Graduation is tri-sponsored with

the Optimist Club of Westfield, the high
school parent-teacher organization and
the Westfield Recreation Department.

We hope this annual event continues to
grow and receive the continued support
of the community. The department ac-
knowledges the following area businesses
and organizations whose kind support
helped to enable the department to run a
safe and successful event: JMK Auto
Sales, Hershey’s Deli, Town Bank,
PROforma Printing, Century 21 Taylor
and Love, TC Graphics, Anthony James
Construction, The Mattress Factory,
Leventhal Family Chiropractic,
Elizabethtown Gas Company, Penny Pray
Antiques, Drug Fair, Weldon Materials,
ShopRite of Garwood, SnowBird,
Westfield Mortgage, The Running Com-
pany, United Soccer Academy and the
US Sports Institute.

The department would also like to thank
the Westfield Police Department,
Westfield Rescue Squad, Optimist Club,
Junior Optimist Club, all race partici-
pants, and all of the special volunteers
who took the time to help on race day.
Special thanks to: Anne Bergin, Dana
Rolleri, Paul Checchio, Doug Albert, and
Tony Cuccaro for all of their “behind the
scenes” work on race day. We could not
have done it without you. Hope to see you
all next year.

Traci Kastner
Program Coordinator

Westfield Recreation Department

WHS and Women’s
Club Thanked for

Daughter’s Success
It is with great pride that my daughter

Courtney Erin Fox-Sherman has been hon-
ored as an outstanding freshman at Rutgers
and also being on the dean’s list. My
humble and heartfelt thanks to the Westfield
Woman’s Club for their incredibly gener-
ous scholarship, which made it possible
for Courtney to attend Rutgers.

We also thank the Westfield Rotary
Club, the Westfield High School Latin
Club and Math Department for their sup-
port and financial contributions.

Sue Sherman
Westfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Locusta – A small spike or elongated

cluster of flowers in grasses
2. Thylacitis – Inflammation of the oil

glands of the skin
3. Perron – An outside staircase
4. Libant – Tasting or touching deli-

cately

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

PLEROTIC
1. Swollen; too full
2. Plaitlike or folded
3. Rainy; humid
4. Restoring or producing anew; such

as in tissue
SPRINGAL

1. A species of South African gazelle
2. An active young man
3. Resilient; flexible
4. Pure; fresh

FUSTIGATE
1. To scold or nag
2. To shape like a spindle; thick, taper-

ing at each end
3. Fermentation resulting in a strong,

musty smell
4. To beat with a stick or club

LENTIGO
1. In music, gradually becoming slower
2. A freckle or freckly condition of the

skin
3. An allergic condition caused by an

over consumption of legumes such as
peas or beans

4. Having the shape of a lense

Letters to
the Editor

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

Thank You Scotch
Plains Police for Going

Above Call of Duty
My wife and I would like to thank the

Scotch Plains Police Department for their
assistance during the early morning hours
of Friday, April 27. My wife was travel-
ing on West Broad Street during torren-
tial rain, and ran into a flash flood, which
had covered the road completely.

An officer arrived very quickly (I met
him at the scene) and went into the knee-
deep water with me to help push the car
out. He then waded across the flood to
help another stranded motorist. Even af-
ter both motorists were freed, he stayed
on the scene with road flares and lights to
prevent others from doing the same.

He was soaked to the bone. I’m sure the
police consider actions like this routine,
but this was truly above and beyond the
call of duty.

David and Lee Robertson
Scotch Plains

Is Community TV Becoming
“Only for the Nonce?”

The future of community cable TV stations, such as TV-
34 (Scotch Plains), TV-35 (Fanwood or Mountainside)
and TV-36 (Westfield), faces many uncertainties. Where
it ends up tomorrow is certain to be different than where
and what it is today.

The battle between Verizon FIOS and Comcast for
subscribers of Internet access, TV and “On Demand”
programs points to community TV’s uncertain future.
Currently, Comcast pays Westfield about $100,000 per
year for cable franchise rights. Other towns receive pro-
portionate compensation from Comcast. Now that FIOS
offers the public an alternate pipeline, where does this
leave the town, the viewers, Comcast, the many fine
workers at the stations or community TV?

Comcast is not about to transmit the community TV
stations from their network to the network of its competi-
tor without a fight – and perhaps without rescinding the
substantial payments to towns.

Similarly, towns and school districts have invested in
facilities, equipment and personnel to produce local pro-
gramming. Is this a bad investment if limited to an
exclusive outlet in the face of growing alternatives? Are
future investments of questionable value now that the
distribution pipelines are becoming dispersed through
multiple purveyors, the Internet and with satellite?

Since Comcast pays the towns, does Comcast effectively
control distribution of the local stations? If not Comcast,
who does control the stations? Who allows what is to be
aired, what is produced and what is censored?

The current issue between the new broadcast arm of
Westfield High School’s journalism program and town
officials (including the school board) illustrates the ques-
tions of control, censorship and free speech. In this case,
the student journalists produced a TV-36 program that
portrayed the town’s use of the TV station as “propa-
ganda.” Town officials expressed concerns to the board of
education; the superintendent and principal agree that
invoking prior review is the correct course of action.

In an unprecedented move, the WHS principal has
invoked the right granted to him by board of education

policy to review and approve all future telecasts from the
high school before permitting them to go forth. Hi’s Eye,
Westfield High School’s newspaper of 73 years, has a
tradition of non-censorship. Is the school newspaper soon
to be censored as well? How does this affect the status of
the heretofore-outstanding journalism program at WHS?
What does this tell the students? What does this tell you?

There is an unambiguous demarcation between pro-
ducing, directing and distribution. Many fine programs
become produced, but they don’t become available to
audiences. As distribution means become more varied,
this bottleneck will go away. The exclusivity (and limita-
tions) of community cable TV will disappear. The hoped-
for result is that the production of content will have many
other outlets, and that the public will have greater access.

In the production aspect, airing unedited public meet-
ings is of enormous value, in our view. Government needs
a watchdog. Our towns do a good job of producing these.
The county has been recalcitrant. But the distribution and
availability of these productions are limited. Elsewhere,
many communities throughout the country are making
these available “On Demand” by posting them on the
Internet – isn’t this a more modern means?

The public, government, artists and journalists deserve
outlets for their work. Clearly, there is a need for respon-
sibility in production, freedom from censorship and an
expanded distribution.

There are many good things possible due to the current
trends, but several traps for misuse of community produc-
tions and distribution exist. We don’t think it is a good idea
for government to collect franchise fees paid for by your
subscriber charges, wherein these monies then flow to
government control.

Government naturally becomes the auteur director,
with productions reflecting their purposes. To overcome
this, an independent board is recommended to ensure that
censorship and propaganda is not the outcome.

With the many dynamics at hand, has community TV
become a word to be used only “for the nonce,” – having
met a need that is not expected to recur?
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Taxpayers Must Hold County
Government Accountable

Letters to the Editor

Softball/Gold Ball Drop Event Raises
Over $34 K for Tri-County Red Cross

Since paying nearly $300 in early 2006
for the county to convert their check reg-
istry data base into a format that could be
transmitted electronically to the public,
the Union County Watchdog Association
has been requesting the county’s check
registry on a monthly basis and reviewing
their vouchers.

We then place OPRA requests for any
vouchers we think the public should have
further information on. We also publish
the registry on our website for free public
access. There hasn’t been a month that we
haven’t found some questionable spend-
ing item.

Last month, for the first time, we re-
ported to all elected municipal officials
our latest finding, a $930 catered staff
meeting which was held on December 22,
2006 but not processed until two months
after the meeting occurred. Since report-
ing this, we have been informed by the
county that there will now be an $8 an
hour service fee to retrieve back-up docu-
mentation for our monthly voucher in-
quiries.

This month, we asked for documenta-
tion on 35 vouchers and the county is
estimating that the fee will be $56 for an
employee to retrieve the documents.
Nearly all of this month’s requested vouch-
ers were for employee reimbursements
and travel expenses which totaled
$12,085.74, including: $1,112.78 reim-
bursed to the county manager; $519.78 to
the sheriff; $210.31 to the prosecutor.
Eleven vouchers totaling $3,857.02 paid
for refreshments including $1,773.75 for
gourmet dining c/o Kean; $42 was paid
for a cake for a “nutrition” meeting (I
couldn’t make this stuff up if I tried).
$1,200 was paid for indoor plants.

From a public relations standpoint even
I, who should be shock proof by now, find
it incredible that the county would have
the arrogance to charge the public $56 to
hand over this spending information.

In our last correspondence to elected
officials, we called for greater participa-
tion in holding Union County govern-
ment accountable to the people. We in-
formed them that in 2006 taxpayers picked
up a $10,510.83 tab for 27 freeholder

meeting refreshments. We have since
obtained the catering bill for the 2006
Music Fest that was originally withheld
from us. We previously reported that over
300 people attended the freeholders’ VIP
tent. The bill obtained shows that catering
was provided for 425 people at a cost to
taxpayers of $5,525. The bill for the VIP
tent alcohol hasn’t been provided to date.
The county has written that this was an in-
kind contribution and no documentation
has been offered as to whom the
contributor(s) were.

Imagine a town council participating
in these questionable spending sprees and
then attempting to charge a citizen watch-
dog group $8 an hour for the privilege of
explaining how they’re spending their
taxdollars.

Imagine further, a free concert in your
town and while residents are setting up
their lawn chairs in the mud, the town
council, along with 425 of their colleagues,
family and friends, are enjoying a $5,525
feast provided by the taxpayers in a VIP
tent equipped with “celebrity” port a pot-
ties and kegs of beer and cases of wine.

I’m sure the constituents and local
media would hold these municipal elected
officials accountable in a manner that
would be fast, quick, in-a-hurry and furi-
ous. Why does the media give county
government a free pass? It is apparently
beyond the scope of any one citizen, or
even the Union County Watchdog Asso-
ciation, to hold county government ac-
countable for the $413 million taxdollars
they are currently spending annually.

County government takes almost as
much property tax money as towns do.
Some towns, such as Westfield and Sum-
mit, pay more property taxes to the county
than their town.

It is long past due for all good elected
men and women, no matter what your
party affiliation, to come to the aid of their
beleaguered tax-burdened residents and
demand accountability from a county
government that is clearly out of control
and unconnected to their residents.

Tina Renna, President
Union County Watchdog Association

On behalf of the board of directors of
the Tri-County Chapter of the American
Red Cross, I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to thank everyone for their partici-
pation in our first annual Charity Softball
Game/Golf Ball Drop Event. The softball
game took place at Warinanco Park in
Union County between staff and volun-
teers of our chapter and the staff of New
Jersey 101.5 FM.

The game was stopped in the middle of
the fourth inning and over 2,000 num-
bered golf balls were dropped onto the
field from the bucket at the end of a fire
truck’s extension ladder. Hamilton Slye
of Bridgewater Township was the owner
of the ball that landed closest to the flag-
pole and was the winner of the $5,000
grand prize. The second prize of $2,500
went to Bill Stigler and third prize of
$1,000 went to David Salm of Brooklyn,
N.Y.

The game was won by New Jersey
101.5 FM, but the Tri-County chapter
was also a winner as the event raised over
$34,000 for the chapter.

I would like to thank our major spon-
sors - We Collect Clothes for a Cause,
Schering-Plough, Elizabethtown Gas and
Commerce Bank of Scotch Plains - as

well as ShopRite of Clark, BJs Wholesale
of Watchung, Ray’s Sport Shop of North
Plainfield and Central Jersey Contractors
of Sayreville for their gifts that helped the
event to be a big success.

A special thanks to Jean Foley and Leo
Spirto of Union County Parks and Recre-
ation for the great accommodations and
Paul Mucha and the Roselle Fire Depart-
ment for being there to give us a big lift -
literally – to drop the balls.

And, of course, thanks to all of our
donors - old and new – who contributed to
our chapter by buying golf balls.

We could not have had a successful
event without all those who rose to the
occasion. And it is the giving of others
that allows the Tri-County Chapter of the
American Red Cross to rise to each and
every occasion when disaster strikes the
local community. I would like to remind
everyone that they can continue their gen-
erosity by visiting us at
www.tricountyredcross.org and making
a donation online and, perhaps, get a jump
on buying golf balls for next year’s “Great
Golf Ball Drop.”

Alan Karmin
Marketing

Red Cross Tri-County, Plainfield

HUNG UP!!

By Milt Faith, Executive Director
Youth and Family Counseling Service

Father Fears Daughter’s Plans
For ‘American Idol’ Audition

A Frustrated Father Writes: My
19-year-old daughter is planning to
try out for the “American Idol” TV
show. I am very opposed to this popu-
lar program, which is insulting and
demeaning to the young artists who
appear before three judges, one of
whom appears drunk or in need of a
therapist, and another who is an in-
sulting and ego-destroying person.
How can I stop her from making a
fool of herself? She is a strong-willed
girl who thinks she is an excellent
singer (she is quite good) and wants
to prove she is a winner.

Answer: I’m not sure you can do
anything – nor should you. She is 19,
proud of her singing voice and wants
to take the opportunity to display her
talents and compete. I can appreciate
that you are a concerned parent who
does not want his daughter to (possi-
bly) be hurt and demeaned (I wouldn’t
worry about her making a fool of
herself). She knows the show and
knows the risks she is taking.

I do not like the “venomous” at-
tacks on those who compete, a true
demolishing of an ego. Still, I feel
your daughter has the right to decide
to participate. Let it be, and be there
for her if and when she “loses,” feels
rejected, etc. And be there if she is
jubilant and is one of the favorites.
Keep the faith!

A Newspaper Reader Writes: Have
you gone to the dogs? I read an article
about you in The Star-Ledger in which
you indicated that you perform dog
therapy. C’mon now, is this a fast way
to make an extra buck? I respect you
too much to believe that you would
advertise that you treat animals.

Answer: C’mon now; I think (I
know) you misread the article. Joan
Lowell Smith wrote an article about
me in her 3/04/07 column honoring
my work and my 40th year publica-
tion of this column; since Mrs. Smith
writes a Sunday column focusing on
animals in The Star-Ledger, we spoke
about situations in which dogs played
meaningful roles in some of my pa-

tients’ lives.
The interaction between the indi-

vidual and the dog is significant, and
the interaction among the patient,
therapist and dog was fun to describe.
I did receive several letters from read-
ers who criticized me because I did
not deal with the issue of grief, the
trauma when a pet is lost through
death, accidental desertion, etc. So
please re-read the article. I want to
thank the readers and Mrs. Joan Smith
for giving me the opportunity to dis-
cuss a dimension in the therapeutic
process that is often overlooked (And
no, I’m not going to the dogs).

An Angry Woman Writes: After
years of abuse from my husband, I
finally told him to get out. And do I feel
good! However, when he left, he tried
to make me feel guilty and insecure by
declaring that I will regret this. He
quoted a saying to emphasize his point:
“Absence makes the heart grow
fonder.” Is it true; will I miss him?

Answer: No, you will feel stronger
and move on. You may want to send
him an e-mail with this famous quote:
“Out of sight, out of mind.” Good luck.

Freeholders Have Appeared to Steal
Ruby Slippers from County Residents
In Grand Rapids someone made off

with the “Ruby Slippers” that Judy Gar-
land wore in The Wizard of OZ; it was
reported in the New York Daily News. The
size 6B red shoes were actually stolen
from a local museum in 2005. “The case
is still active,” Police Chief Leigh Serfling
said. The shoes’ owner, who had loaned
the famous footwear to the museum, told
ABC News, “When I heard they were
stolen, it was like the Earth fell from
beneath my feet.” When I related the
story to my son’s girlfriend, a movie
musical buff, her response was an alarmed,
“That’s just not right.”

There are certain things that are just a
part of our American culture that we seem
to possess an inborn respect for, like
mom, apple pie and, of course, the Ruby
Slippers. Then there are those non-tan-
gibles such as a respect for another’s
personal space, abiding by the Golden
Rule and the expectation that we respect
each other’s differing opinions/views. The
freedom to express how one feels about
an issue or a situation irregardless of who
you are is just a part of the “American
Way,” especially when it relates to our
government. After all, isn’t that what the
founding fathers had in mind?

An intentional ambush of those unspo-
ken tenets has been very obvious at the
most recent meetings of the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders, so obvious
in fact that it was the subject of a recent
editorial in the local Worrall Newspa-
pers. Rather than addressing what can be
called a quality of life issue presented by
county resident and activist Mrs. Tina
Renna, one freeholder has chosen to go
on a convoluted attack.

Not addressing the real issue, the avail-
ability of safe parking for residents wish-
ing to attend the public meetings, Free-
holder Daniel Sullivan, an Elizabeth resi-
dent, has feigned insult, pooh-poohing
the FBI crime stats for the city. Further,
the freeholder has twisted Mrs. Renna’s
words and the intent of her comments,
which was to question why directions to
the administration building and available
parking is not on the county website,
which would encourage public participa-
tion.

It must be noted that the closest county
lot, across the street, is enclosed by a
secured iron fence and off limits, and that
attendees must park about two blocks
away and traverse dimly lit, lonely side-
walks like sitting ducks in a shooting
gallery. Meanwhile, Mr. Sullivan has the
advantage of hopping in his vehicle in his
driveway and depositing it at the meeting
site in secured parking directly under the
administration building in a reserved spot
by the entrance, not setting foot on the
city’s turf, a point made by Mrs. Renna
and ignored by Mr. Sullivan. Instead,
during his closing comments, he attempted

to launch into a personal attack on her
credibility because she attempted to clarify
her previous week’s truthful comments,
regarding the parking, earlier during the
meeting.

In an effort to defend herself, she re-
quested time at the podium, which of
course was denied, and a verbal free for
all briefly commenced, which Chair-
woman Kowalski appeared ill equipped
to handle. Mr. Sullivan definitely was on
the path to “crossing the line,” something
that residents who attend and express
their dismay over the board’s activities
are frequently reprimanded for by the
county’s counsel.

A smart man, Mr. Sullivan certainly
knows in his heart just why county resi-
dents from towns like Westfield, Cranford
and Summit don’t venture to Elizabeth
except when summoned for jury duty; in
fact there are lifelong residents who have
never been there out of fear for their
personal safety.

The board certainly wouldn’t relish
those who pay the most in county taxes
holding them accountable for their ac-
tions, so why would they make it com-
fortable for them to do so. But, there are
some hearty souls who, like Mrs. Renna,
a former New York City resident and self
admittedly not intimidated by the perils
of the city, who do come and wish to
address the issues and express their feel-
ings, as is their expected right, only to be
shut down.

It has become abundantly clear that
this freeholder board doesn’t want to hear
it or have the press in attendance hear it,
as they appear to have adopted a policy of
stealing the “Ruby Slippers” right off the
residents’  feet, and “That’s just not right.”

Patricia Quattrocchi
Garwood

GOP Freeholder Candidate

Classic Car Show Set
Sunday In Cranford
CRANFORD – The Cranford

Chamber of Commerce will sponsor
a Classic Car Show on Sunday, May
6, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Alden
Street in downtown Cranford as part
of the street fair.

Admission will be free for all car
owners. Trophies will be awarded at 4
p.m. For more information, please
call Bill Mackey at (908) 400-7348.

Bramnick Refereed
Charity B-Ball Game
NEW PROVIDENCE — Assem-

blyman Jon Bramnick (LD-21,
Westfield), a former Plainfield High
School basketball team member, ref-
ereed a charity basketball game be-
tween the New Providence Pacemak-
ers and the Harlem Wizards.

Proceeds from the game benefit the
New Providence Emergency Medi-
cal Services (EMS) and Rescue
Squad.

CLASSIFIEDS
Buy & Sell on the Net

goleader.com

SPBPA Dinner-Dance
On Tap For Tomorrow
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Business and Professional As-
sociation (SPBPA) will hold its an-
nual Spring Fling Dinner-Dance to-
morrow, Friday, May 4, at The
Westwood in Garwood. Members
who purchase a $60 ticket will re-
ceive one free ticket.

The event will feature an open bar,
buffet dinner, disk jockey and silent
auction, which supports the SPBPA
scholarship fund.

Those interested in attending are
asked to contact Ray Pardon via e-
mail at rgpnj@comcast.net or Lisa
Mohn at Apple Blossom Flower Shop
at (908) 322-4999.

Check out
our Fine

Cigar
Selection!

Now at
Peterson’s

Wines

Lalande-De-Pomerol is just north of Pomerol proper,
separated by a river.  The soils are profoundly rocky and
that lends a mineral element to the wine that supports
the lush flavors of the ripe merlot that is most often the
major component in the wine.  This is 70% merlot and

30% cabernet franc, which adds lovely floral and herbal
elements to the crushed berry red cherry flavors.  Great
with rich pork, chicken dishes, or a really good burger.

Ch. Tournefeuille Lalande-
De-Pomerol 2004  $23.99

We reserve the right to limit quantities while quantities last.  Not responsible for typographical errors.  All prices do not include state sales tax.

SPRING SPECIAL!

Any 2 bottles of wine
with this coupon

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.
 750ml only.  Expires 05/09/07

10
%

OFF Any 12 bottles
or more of wine

Any 6 bottles
or more of wine

20%

OFF 10
%
OFF

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.  750ml only.

Your Favorite Rum
Captain Morgan     $25.99   1.75L

Bacardi Silver     $19.99   1.75L
Bacardi Gold     $19.99   1.75L

Malibu     $23.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Gin
Bombay Sapphire     $35.99   1.75L

Tanqueray     $31.99   1.75L
Hendricks     $28.99   750ml
Beefeater     $28.99   1.75L
Gordons     $14.99   1.75L
Seagrams     $16.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Whiskey
Jack Daniels     $36.99   1.75L

Jim Beam     $24.99   1.75L
Seagrams 7     $15.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Scotch
Dewars White Label     $29.99   1.75L

Chivas Regal     $54.99   1.75L
Johnnie Walker Black     $56.99   1.75L
Johnnie Walker Red     $29.99   1.75L

Clan MacGregor     $16.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Vodka
Absolut 80     $29.99   1.75L
Ketel One     $35.99   1.75L

Grey Goose     $26.99   750ml
Smirnoff     $19.99   1.75L

Stolichnaya     $31.99   1.75L
Skyy     $24.99   1.75L

Wolfschmidt     $13.99   1.75L
Gordons     $14.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Cordials
Baileys     $17.99   750ml

Romana Sambuca     $18.99   750ml
Kahlua     $16.99   750ml

Southern Comfort     $14.99   750ml
Amaretto Di Saronno     $18.99   750ml

Don’t Forget!  Pick up your monthly
edition of Wine News at . . .

HOURS: Mon. -  Sat. 9am to 9:30pm • Sun. 12pm to 8pm

From Everywhere at Every Price
The Wolftrap 2005

$8.99
Bruder Dr. Becker

Scheurebe 2004
$16.99

Hunter Pinot Noir
2005  $23.99

Your Favorite Value Wines
Mondavi Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Beringer Founders Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Woodbridge Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Vendange Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Fetzer Cabernet/Chardonnay
Cavit Pinot Grigio
Walnut Crest Cabernet
Cesari Pinot Grigio
Bolla Soave
Beringer White Zinfandel
Franzia Burgundy/Chablis/Chianti
Carlos Rossi Burgundy/Chablis/Paisano/Sangria
Opici Homemade Barbarone

Your Favorite Wines
Blackstone Merlot
J Lohr Chardonnay
Simi Chardonnay
BV Coastal Cabernet/Merlot
Hess Select Chardonnay
Toasted Head Chardonnay

$8.99
$10.99
$13.99
$7.99
$9.99
$10.99

750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml

$16.99
$15.99
$10.99
$6.99
$12.99
$11.99
$8.99
$10.99
$10.99
$8.99
$10.99
$9.99
$11.99

1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L

5L
4L
4L

Wine this complex rarely, if
ever comes, at a price this

cheap. Made of syrah,
cinsualt, mourvedre, and

viognier, this South African
wine has plumy purple fruit

tones that mingle with a
profound but not

overbearing earthy tones.
Nice little pepper notes add
to it.  Try ribs, earth toned
cheeses, or just hot dogs in

the back yard.

Scheurebe is a cross between
Riesling and silvaner

invented in Germany in the
early 1920’s.  This is a light
racy version of the grape.
There are gentle hints of

grapefruit and black currant.
The acid in it isn’t enough to
overpower food, but enough

to make it a wonderful
match with something like
shrimp scampi or lighter

oriental dishes.

We just love this stuff.  It
seems that we can’t go two

months without finding
another great pinot noir
from New Zealand.  It is

hard to find good pinot, let
alone at this price.  Trevor

Mast is an old friend and his
wine just seems to get better

each time we taste them.
Elegant cherry flavors, hints

of flower blossoms, nice
quiet earth tones and a long,

long finish.
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AARP to Gather Monday;
Posts June Luncheon Plans

WESTFIELD – Westfield Area
Chapter No. 4137 of the American
Association of Retired Persons will
hold its next general meeting on
Monday, May 7, in Assembly Hall of
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield,
located at 140 Mountain Avenue.

The social period with refreshments
will begin at 1 p.m. A brief business
meeting will start at 1:30 p.m. After-
ward, guest speaker Suzanne Lyon of
SAGE Eldercare of Summit will
present a program entitled “Taking
Good Care of One’s Self in Our Later
Years.” Ms. Lyon will offer tips on
living life to the fullest and also re-
view services offered by SAGE.

The chapter’s annual spring lun-
cheon will be held on Monday, June
4, at noon. It will take place for the
first time at B.G. Fields Restaurant,
located at 560 Springfield Avenue in
Westfield. A full sit-down luncheon
will be served, including a salad,
rolls and butter, an entrée choice of
beef, fish or pork, a special dessert
and coffee or tea. The cost is $20 per
person, which includes gratuity.
Plenty of parking is available.

Members and non-members are
invited to attend. Reservations may
be made at the May 7 meeting or by

calling Luncheon Chairman Marie
Stock at (908) 925-3625.

Chapter members are asked to do-
nate canned and boxed grocery items
to benefit homeless and needy people.
Used costume jewelry in good condi-
tion also is requested for game prizes
for patients at Runnells Specialized
Hospital of Union County in Berke-
ley Heights.

Finally, the chapter’s Knitting
Group needs all kinds of wool, of any
color and thickness, to make shrugs
and lap blankets for hospitalized se-
nior citizens. There are no chapter
meetings held during the summer.

Master Gardeners to Hold
Garden Fair and Plant Sale
MOUNTAINSIDE – The Rutgers

Master Gardeners of Union County,
in cooperation with the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders, will
present the 18th annual Spring Gar-
den Fair and Plant Sale on Sunday,
May 20, from noon to 5 p.m.

It will take place in the Watchung
Reservation at the Master Gardeners
Demonstration Garden. Located at
452 New Providence Road in
Mountainside, the demonstration gar-
den is situated behind the Trailside
Nature and Science Center. Admis-
sion and parking are free.

The event features bedding plants,
hardy vegetables and herbs, hanging
baskets and hand-made arts and crafts.
Additionally, Master Gardener Help
Line staffers will be on hand to answer
questions about flower and vegetable
gardening, plant pests and diseases.
Rutgers soil test kits for lawns and
gardens will be on sale for $15 each.

Tours of the demonstration gar-
dens; a table featuring gently used
garden books and magazines for sale;
the Cupcake Café filled with home-
baked goods; live music and activi-
ties for children also will be included.

Rutgers Master Gardeners of Union
County is a volunteer outreach pro-
gram of Rutgers Cooperative Exten-
sion. Programs are offered without
regard to race, color, national origin,
gender, religion, age, disability, po-
litical beliefs, sexual orientation,
marital or family status.

Rutgers Master Gardeners provide
services including community beau-
tification, a year-round help line that
addresses gardening issues and hor-
ticultural therapy programs for se-
nior citizens and adults and children
with disabilities. For more informa-
tion, please call Rutgers Coopera-
tive Extension of Union County at
(908) 654-9854.

Junior Women Reveal
‘Grand Bunco Bash’
SCOTCH PLAINS – On Thursday,

May 24, the Scotch Plains Junior
Woman’s Club will host a Spring
“Grand Bunco Bash” fundraiser at
the Scotch Hills Country Club, lo-
cated at Plainfield Avenue and Jerusa-
lem Road in Scotch Plains.

Soft drinks and desserts will be
included at the event, which will take
place from 7 to 10:30 p.m. Advance
registration is required.Participants
do not need to have played this game
before, as they will receive instruc-
tions at the start of the evening and
upon registration. Tickets for this
event are now available for $15.

Players are required to bring an
appetizer to share. They also must
complete a registration form and sub-
mit payment for this event, as no
tickets will be sold at the door. For a
registration form, please write to:
SPJWC, P.O. Box 284, Scotch Plains,
N.J. 07076. Information also is avail-
able online at SPJWC.com.

Blood Pressure Clinic
On Tap at Library

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Town-
ship of Scotch Plains Health Depart-
ment will hold a blood pressure
screening clinic on Tuesday, May 8,
from 10 a.m. to noon at the Scotch
Plains Public Library as part of the
department’s ongoing services to
township residents.

Individuals over age 30 who smoke,
or who are overweight or have a fam-
ily history of heart disease or diabe-
tes, and who have not had their blood
pressure checked recently are par-
ticularly urged to attend the clinic.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue. For
more information, please call the
health department at (908) 322-6700,
extension no. 306.

All Saints’ Announces
Annual Rummage Sale

SCOTCH PLAINS – The All
Saints’ Episcopal Church, located at
559 Park Avenue in Scotch Plains,
will hold its annual Rummage Sale
on Wednesday, Thursday and Fri-
day, May 16, 17 and 18, in its Lea
Hall (parish hall).

This year’s sale will feature a va-
riety of items for the home, includ-
ing kitchenware and home décor;
clothing in all sizes; linens; toys and
many specialty pieces. Area resi-
dents may donate items to the sale
on Mondays, Tuesdays and Thurs-
days between 10 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.

The Rummage Sale will take place
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. on May 16
and 17, with items sold at regular
prices the first day and half-price the
second day. The third day of the sale,
May 18, will be “Bag Day,” when
the doors will be open from 10 a.m.
to 1 p.m. For more details, please
call (908) 322-8047.

Ms. Amanda Kelly and John Coats

Ms. Amanda Kelly
To Marry John Coats

Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Kelly of
Westfield have announced the en-
gagement of their daughter, Ms.
Amanda Kelly, to John Coats. He is
the son of Mr. and Mrs. John Coats
of Pennington.

The bride-to-be was raised in
Westfield and graduated from
Westfield High School in 1999. She
then attended the University of Michi-
gan in Ann Arbor, graduating with a
Bachelor of Arts degree in Political
Science and Sociology in 2003.

Her fiancé was raised in Pennington
and graduated from Hopewell Valley
Central High School in 1999. He sub-
sequently attended Wake Forest Uni-
versity in Winston-Salem, N.C., where
he was awarded a Bachelor of Arts
degree in Political Science in 2003.

The couple met at Seton Hall Uni-

versity School of Law in Newark and
graduated in 2006. Presently, both
serve as judicial law clerks for New
Jersey Superior Court judges. This
fall, Ms. Kelly will be an associate at
Coughlin Duffy, LLP in Morristown
and Mr. Coats will be an associate at
Waters, McPherson, and McNeill,
P.C. in Secaucus.

The couple will be married in July
at the Pennington Presbyterian
Church in Pennington. The reception
will be held at The Palace at Somerset
Park in Somerset.

Wickens-Whitlocks
 Welcome Riley Frances

Mary Wickens-Whitlock and
Stephen Whitlock of Westfield have
announced the birth of their daughter,
Riley Frances Whitlock, on Tuesday,
March 27, at 11:50 a.m. at Overlook
Hospital in Summit.

Riley weighed 6 pounds and 10
ounces and measured 20 inches in
length at birth.

She joins her brother, Dan, age 13.
The baby’s maternal grandparents

are James and Elizabeth Wickens of
Westfield.

Butch and Janice Whitlock of Oak
Hill, W. Va. are her paternal grand-
parents.

Riley’s paternal great-grandparents
are Frances Dempsey of Scarbro, W.
Va. and Dolly Whitlock of Oak Hill,
W. Va.

Synagogue to Collect
Outdated Tech Items
WESTFIELD – Temple Emanu-El

in Westfield, together with for-profit
recycler Regentech, invites area resi-
dents to bring outdated cellular tele-
phones, printers, televisions and other
small appliances to the temple on Sun-
day, May 6, from 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Regentech accepts anything with
an electrical cord, but cannot take
large appliances. Regentech Manager
Paul Hwang said, “We repair and
resell newer computers and TVs. The
older models we crush and sell the
powder. All of it is sold overseas.”

“Recycle My Cell Phone,” a Wash-
ington, D.C.-based non-profit group,
recycles pagers, PDAs and cellular
telephones. Newer models are refur-
bished and resold. Older models are
dismantled and the materials recycled.

Members of the public are asked
not to trash their old technology items
because of toxic elements. Cellular
telephones contain arsenic and mer-
cury that can leach into the soil, yet
only 2 percent are recycled.

Temple Emanu-El is located at 756
East Broad Street. For more details,
please call the temple at (908) 232-
6770 during regular business hours.

Holy Trinity Seniors
To Meet on May 14

WESTFIELD – The Holy Trinity
Senior Social Club will meet on Mon-
day, May 14, at 1:30 p.m. in the Holy
Trinity Interparochial School gym-
nasium, located at 336 First Street in
Westfield.

Traffic safety specialist Edward
Baginski of the Automobile Associa-
tion of America will be the guest
speaker. He will discuss senior mo-
bility and safe driving.

This will be the club’s last regular
meeting of the year, although the club
will meet in June for the closing lun-
cheon. Interested persons may sign
up for the luncheon beginning at the
May 14 meeting.

Mothers Group to Meet
In Fanwood on May 16

FANWOOD – All local mothers
and primary caregivers are welcome
to join Mothers and More at its
Wednesday, May 16 meeting at the
Forest Road Park Recreation Center
in Fanwood. Doors will open at 7:30
p.m. Admission is free.

Geraldine Hickey of Two-Fit will
be the guest speaker. Ms. Hickey is a
registered nurse and midwife with 22
years experience working in the Neo-
natal Intensive Care Unit at Overlook
Hospital in Summit. She also is a
certified infant massage instructor,
CPR instructor and personal trainer
specializing in postpartum training.

Ms. Hickey will address a variety
of topics, among them baby massage;
dealing with a gassy/colicky baby;
establishing routines that affect sleep
through early childhood; prepared-
ness for any emergency with an in-
fant or child; getting back in shape
after childbirth and engaging in sign
language with one’s baby.

Mothers and More is a national,
non-profit organization that cham-
pions the value and necessity of all
mothers’ work to society. For more
information about this meeting or
Mothers and More, including ob-
taining a monthly newsletter, please
call Vicki at (908) 259-1161. In-
formation also is available at
mothersandmore.org.

SPRING CLEARANCE

 

Saturday, May 12, 9:00 a.m. – Religious School Open House 
Find out why our kids in K – 3rd grade  

LOVE our Shabbat morning program 
Our teachers provide a creative & exciting introduction to lifelong jewish learning 

Students enjoy music, art & stories as they discover & celebrate jewish life 
 

Friday, May 18
th

, 6:30 p.m. – Prospective Member Dinner 
(RSVP required for Dinner by 5/11) 

Tot Shabbat Service: 6:30 

featuring stories & songs your kids will love 
 

Klezmer & Teacher Appreciation Shabbat Service: 8:00  

featuring the lively Hester Street Troupe, toe-tapping for all! 
_____________________ 

 

WE HOPE TO SEE YOU SOON 
Please visit our website for a complete list of our activities. 

We Welcome Members From The Surrounding 
Communities of Union & Essex Counties 

Celebrating 50 Years of 
     Reform Jewish Commitment 

78 So. Springfield Avenue, Springfield, 973-379-5387 
Check us out at www.shaarey.org 

Temple Sha’arey Shalom… 

Your Home Away From Home 
 

Come And Get To Know Us! 

_______________________ 

Valor Awards Luncheon
To Be Held on May 11
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Two

Hundred Club of Union County will
hold its 38th annual Valor Awards
Luncheon beginning at 11:30 a.m.
on Friday, May 11, at L’Affaire Fine
Catering, located on Route 22 in
Mountainside.

Each year, the Scotch Plains-based
club honors police officers and
firefighters who have performed
above and beyond the call of duty for
their actions while on duty.

The guest speaker for this year’s
luncheon will be former New York
City Fire Commissioner Thomas Von
Essen, who was at the helm during
the September 11, 2001 disaster. Tick-
ets are $60 per person and available
by calling the Two Hundred Club
headquarters at (908) 322-2422.

DePrimos Welcome
Isabella Rose

Dr. Samuel and Kathryne
Mulvaney DePrimo of San Diego,
Calif. have announced the birth of
their daughter, Isabella Rose
DePrimo, on Tuesday, March 20, at
10:30 a.m. at Scripps-Mercy Hos-
pital in San Diego.

Isabella weighed 8 pounds and 2
ounces and measured 20½ inches
in length at birth.

The baby’s maternal grandpar-
ents are Kathy and Frank Mulvaney
of Westfield.

Sam and Phyllis DePrimo of
Pittston, Pa. are her paternal grand-
parents.

Isabella’s maternal great-grand-
parents are Betty Scarbrough Dixon
of Palo Alto, Calif. and Raymond
Dixon of Lincoln, Calif.
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Miller-Cory House Museum
To Feature Handmade Dolls
WESTFIELD – The Miller-Cory

House Museum, located at 614 Moun-
tain Avenue in Westfield, will present
“Pillowcase and Handkerchief Dolls”
on Sunday, May 6, from 2 to 4 p.m.

Laurie and Chelsea Mills of
Fanwood will tell how little girls dur-
ing America’s Colonial era played
with handmade dolls created from

castoff and worn pieces of cloth.
The Millses will discuss different

kinds of home-crafted dolls and how
they were made. They also will dis-
play dolls made out of pillowcases
and handkerchiefs. Children will be
able to make their own kerchief doll
to take home.

Tours of the fully furnished 1740
farmhouse will be featured, as well as
open-hearth cooking in the museum’s
Frazee Building. Sherry Lange and
Janet Murphy of the cooking com-
mittee will use authentic Colonial
recipes and cooking methods of the
period. Taste treats will be available
for visitors to sample. Visitors also
are invited to stop by the museum’s
gift shop, which carries a variety of
Colonial toys, crafts and books.

Admission to the museum and its
grounds is $2.50 for adults, $1 for
students and free for children under
age four. Upcoming Sunday programs
include “The Lost Art of Penman-
ship” on May 20, “Who Invented Ice
Cream?” on June 3 and “18th Cen-
tury Herbs” on June 10. The annual
“Aunt Carrie’s Attic Sale” will be
held on Saturday, June 30. For more
information, please call the museum
office weekday mornings at (908)
232-1776.

Victoria Attanasio Completes
Project to Earn Gold Award
WESTFIELD – Westfield Senior

Girl Scout Victoria Lynn Attanasio
of Troop 701 of the Girl Scouts of
Washington Rock Council recently
completed her Gold Award project.
The Gold Award is the highest award
a Girl Scout age 14 to 18 can earn.

Victoria worked with
the charitable organiza-
tion “Samaritan’s Purse”
in connection with its
“Operation Christmas
Child” program, which
seeks to bring holiday
cheer to millions of
needy children through-
out the world. This
project provides chil-
dren with a holiday-
wrapped shoebox filled
with toys, school sup-
plies and small articles
of clothing such as
socks, T-shirts and hats, plus other
fun and educational tools.

Victoria was moved by how these
children, in many cases, could not
even attend their village schools
without the school supplies they re-
ceived in these boxes. She also
wanted to help others experience the
joy of Christmas and the knowledge
that people they would never meet
were thinking of and praying for
them and assisting them through
Operation Christmas Child.

Victoria’s goal was to fill and wrap
100 boxes and to supply the $7 post-
age required for each box. Through
her efforts, the end result was actu-
ally 115 boxes filled to capacity and
wrapped, with postage paid for each.

Involved in Girl Scouting since
age five, Victoria was the only mem-
ber of her troop to receive the Girl
Scout Silver Award in 2003. She has
totaled more than 500 community
service hours in the past five years.

Victoria was involved in the
“Adopt a Resident” program at the

Ashbrook Nursing and Rehabilita-
tion Center in Scotch Plains, adopt-
ing a resident named Josephine who
she visited weekly, bringing crafts
and refreshments that she made and
baked. Victoria remained with her
friend until the woman passed away.

A d d i t i o n a l l y ,
Victoria has been ac-
tive in the Youth Min-
istry Program at St.
Helen’s Roman Catho-
lic Church in Westfield
for the past four years.
She has been a peer
minister, helping to in-
struct Confirmation
classes; visited a
homeless shelter asso-
ciated with St. Helen’s
and helped with holi-
day parties for the
homeless, and assisted

with the homeless guests who stay at
St. Helen’s for weeks during the year.

The one volunteer role of which
Victoria is most proud is her in-
volvement with Sister Pat’s Cancer
Camp, sponsored by St. Helen’s,
which offers inner city children an
opportunity for fun and a respite
from the constant condition of their
illness. Victoria will return this sum-
mer for the third year as a volunteer
camp counselor.

Victoria, the daughter of Victor and
Linda Attanasio of Westfield, will re-
ceive her Gold Award on Tuesday,
May 29, at a ceremony in Westfield. A
Westfield High School senior, she plans
to attend St. Joseph’s University in
Philadelphia, Pa. in September.

Victoria Lynn Attanasio

Rescue Squad Pays Tribute
To Founder In Special Ride

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – More than half a
century ago, the late Erving Arundale
founded the Westfield Volunteer Res-
cue Squad, bringing together some
dozen local residents to form one of
the town’s most vital assets.

Last Friday morning, the squad
paid special tribute to
Mr. Arundale, who died
last August 12 at the age
of 91 in Woodstock, Ill.,
by enabling his ashes to
be transported via a
squad ambulance to
Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield for interment.

Squad President Reid
Edles said Mr.
Arundale’s family had
contacted the squad sev-
eral months ago regard-
ing their plans to inter
his ashes at Fairview and asked if he
could be given this “last ride.” The
squad obliged.

On the journey from squad head-
quarters on Watterson Street to the
East Broad Street cemetery, the am-
bulance passed Mr. Arundale’s
former residences in Westfield,
where he and his late wife, Phoebe,
had lived for 30 years. Driven by
squad Deputy Captain Bob Billson
and with honorary member and
former squad member Hope Muzeni
also on board, the ambulance was
given a Westfield police escort along
its route.

A native of South Manchester,
Conn., Mr. Arundale had worked for
Standard Oil, now ExxonMobil Cor-
poration, spending most of his ca-
reer in chemical research. He was
awarded 68 United States patents for
his work in such areas as the devel-
opment of synthetic rubber and un-
leaded gasoline.

Among his other activities, Mr.
Arundale chaired and was an in-
structor with the local Red Cross
chapter’s first aid division. At the
request of then-Mayor Charles P.
Bailey, he formed the original squad
with 10 to 12 fellow instructors and
became its first captain. The volun-
teer squad began operation on Octo-
ber 1, 1951.

Prior to this, the town’s ambu-

lance service was handled by
Westfield’s paid fire department. The
impetus for the mayor’s request, Mr.
Edles told The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times,
was a huge warehouse fire in
Westfield. An ambulance request was
received  while firefighters were bat-
tling the blaze, requiring Westfield

to contact Garwood for an
ambulance. It was then de-
termined that Westfield
needed a volunteer squad
of its own.

In addition to founding
the original squad, Mr.
Edles said Mr. Arundale
was the “driving force”
behind refurbishment and
expansion of what had
been the public works fa-
cility on Watterson Street
into squad headquarters.
Upon his retirement, he

was named the squad’s sole honor-
ary captain and an honorary mem-
ber.

A squad member for over 20 years,
Mr. Edles said he first met Mr.
Arundale during the squad’s 50th
anniversary festivities in 2001. Call-
ing him “a dynamic individual,” Mr.
Edles said Mr. Arundale enjoyed
meeting his successors on the squad
and keeping up with the organiza-
tion via telephone calls and e-mails.

 “He was a gentleman, very knowl-
edgeable with a sharp mind; the kind
of person dedicated to this rescue
squad and someone you could al-
ways go to for advice,” Mr. Edles
noted.

Prior to last week’s ride to
Fairview, Sean Sullivan of Westfield
presented to Mr. Arundale’s family a
wooden bench that will soon bear a
plaque dedicating it to Mr. Arundale.
It will be placed outside squad head-
quarters.

The bench was part of Sean’s Eagle
Scout project, which also included
cleaning out and painting one of the
ambulance bays and acquiring a stor-
age cabinet for supplies.

Joe Urso, the squad’s longest riding
member with 37 years, said Mr.
Arundale “felt you should give back
to the community and he certainly
did that, through both the Red Cross
and the Westfield Rescue Squad.”

The Optimists of Westfield Want You 
to have fun while serving the community

Join us as we -
Hold our 19th Project Graduation BASH (WHS Seniors)

Provide 80 area families with Holiday Food Baskets
Sponsor the Junior Optimist Club at WHS

Host academic competitions at all levels of Westfield public schools

And recognize teachers, youth and members of the community that have 

made a difference

Also join us for our -
Monthly Dinner Meeting

Entertaining Guest Speakers and Performers

Social Events (Shows,Progressive Dinner, Chili Cook-off)

Make a difference while making new friends!!!

Call us at 908 654 0478 or on -line at www.westfieldnj.com/optimist

The Optimist Club of Westfield

A Friend of Youth

TEMPLE EMANU-EL
Early Childhood Education Program

Parent/Toddler Programs

Classes for 2 to 6 year olds

Certified Experienced Teachers

Music & Movement Specialists

Camp Program

756 East Broad Street · Westfield, NJ 07090

908-232-6770 x126
accredited by the 
National Academy of Early Childhood Programs

Kindergarten
Open House
May 7th 9:15

Come hear about our 
full day Kindergarten 

program!
Interested? Please call!

550 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ 07090      908-789-4090   

www.wmlnj.org 

Registration is open to Westfield and MURAL cardholders. 

Sponsored by the 

Westfield Memorial Library 

B i g  B a n d
S o u n d s  

Thursday, May 10 
7:00 pm to 8:30 pm 

F u l l  C o u n t  

This event will be held in the Community Room at the 

WESTFIELD TOWN HALL
Located at 425 East Broad Street 

Full Count Big Band, the professional division of the New Jer-
sey Workshop for the Arts, will be performing with 18 pieces 
to deliver a variety of musical styles, from swing to Latin jazz 
to rock, by the top arrangers of yesterday and today. 

Visitors Invited Sunday
To Cannonball House
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Osborn

Cannonball House, located at 1840
Front Street in Scotch Plains, will be
open to visitors this Sunday, May 6,
from 2 to 4 p.m. Costumed docents
will give tours of the historic home.
Admission is free.

In 1742, Jonathan Osborn built the
little clapboard house that today is
known as the Osborn Cannonball
House Museum. The Historical Soci-
ety of Scotch Plains and Fanwood
restored the home in 1972 and fur-
nished it with both Colonial and Vic-
torian pieces.

Among the antique furnishings is a
rocking chair that was originally
owned by Colonel Recompense
Stanbery, an early owner of the Stage
House Inn, which is located across
the street from the museum.

Open Labyrinth Walk
Scheduled For Sunday
CRANFORD – The First Presby-

terian Church of Cranford will spon-
sor a series of open labyrinth walks,
with the next one scheduled for Sun-
day, May 6. All walks will be held in
Bates Hall at the church, located at
11 Springfield Avenue in Cranford.
Everyone is welcome.

Participants are invited to walk the
labyrinth any time between 1 and 4
p.m. but are asked to begin their walk
by 3:30 p.m. Subsequent walks will
be held on the first Sunday of every
month unless otherwise specified.

Walking the labyrinth is an an-
cient spiritual practice of prayer and
meditation that has been revived in
modern times. The 11-ringed pat-
tern painted on canvas is modeled
after the 13th-century labyrinth at
Chartres Cathedral in France. In
Medieval times, walking the laby-
rinth symbolized the Christian pil-
grimage to Jerusalem for those who
could not personally make the jour-
ney. For more information concern-
ing the labyrinth program or future
walks, please call the church at (908)
276-8440.

Erving Arundale

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TRIBUTE TO ERV…As part of his Eagle Scout project, Sean Sullivan, right,
presents to the family of late Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad founder Erving
Arundale last Friday a photocopy of the plaque inscription that will soon adorn
a bench in Mr. Arundale’s honor. Afterward, the squad saluted Mr. Arundale,
who died last August, by taking his ashes to Fairview Cemetery on board a squad
ambulance for interment.

After 25 Years . . .

CROWN JEWELS
Will Be Closing Its Doors

We are running a

LIQUIDATION SALE
All Jewelry Items are Priced to Sell

STORE
CLOSING

We would like to thank our loyal customers for
supporting Crown Jewels for the past 25 years.

CROWN JEWELS
42B South Martine Ave.

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023

Tara

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

Welcome Club to Hold
Wine and Cheese Event

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Wel-
come Club will host a new member
wine and cheese event on Wednes-
day, May 9, at 7:30 p.m. at a member’s
home. Participants will have an op-
portunity to meet current members
and learn more about the club.

The club seeks to welcome women
who are new to the area or who have
experienced recent life changes. It of-
fers various social events for women,
couples and children and also com-
pletes a charitable project each term.

Those interested are asked to con-
tact Suzanne at (908) 389-0699 or
sk.vedder@comcast.net for additional
information. Further information on
the club also is available online at
westfieldnj.com/welcome.
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Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FFFFFAAAAAMILMILMILMILMILY LY LY LY LY LAAAAAWWWWW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support

· · · · · DWDWDWDWDWI · Criminal DefenseI · Criminal DefenseI · Criminal DefenseI · Criminal DefenseI · Criminal Defense
· · · · · BusineBusineBusineBusineBusinessssss Disputes Disputes Disputes Disputes Disputes s s s s · · · · · CommerCommerCommerCommerCommercial Litigcial Litigcial Litigcial Litigcial Litigaaaaationtiontiontiontion

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

The Chelsea at Fanwood Proudly Presents

This program is part of The Chelsea’s ongoing commitment to professional and community 
involvement and family education.

Open to the Public – Please join us for this FREE event – Everyone is welcome!
w w w . c h e l s e a s e n i o r l i v i n g . c o m

WHEN:   Wednesday, May 9, 2007
TIME:     7:00 p.m.
WHERE:  The Chelsea at Fanwood

295 South Avenue
Fanwood, NJ 07023

RSVP: 908-654-5200 

“The Art of Cake Decorating”

by 5/7/07

Please join us as our guest Barbara Merolla, 
formerly of Barbara’s Decorating, shares her 
expertise in the art of cake decorating. Barbara 
will demonstrate decorating techniques and 
present a hands-on instructional workshop. 
Refreshments will be served.

Kean University Announces
Series of Bus. Workshops

UNION — The Small Business
Development Center (SBDC) of Kean
University will host a free workshop,
entitled “Developing a Winning Busi-
ness Plan,” on Tuesday, May 22, from
5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at PNC Bank’s
Netherwood Office, located at 1125
South Avenue in Plainfield.

Herb Caesar, president of CED So-
lutions in Englewood, will discuss how
to develop an effective business plan
for planning purposes or for financ-
ing. Topics will include what investors
and lenders look for; contents of a
business plan, including the executive
summary, management and person-
nel, marketing strategy and location;
financial data and supporting docu-
mentation. Special arrangements for
people with disabilities can be made
upon request. For more information,
call Mira Kostak at (908) 737-4220.

SBDC will host a free workshop,
entitled The Ins and Outs of SBA
Loans, on Wednesday, May 16, from
5:30 to 7 p.m. at PNC Bank’s
Netherwood Office. This workshop,
will be conducted by William Boone,
assistant district director of the U.S.
Small Business Administration, Re-
gion 2 in New Jersey, and Ellen
McHenry, director of financial pro-
grams for the Union County Eco-
nomic Development Corporation in
Union. They will explain what makes
SBA loans the most popular of small
business loans. For further informa-
tion or to register, call Ms. Kostak at
(908) 737-4220.

SBDC will host a free workshop,
entitled “Surefire Marketing Tech-
niques,” on Tuesday, May 8, from
5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at PNC Bank’s
Netherwood Office. The workshop,
conducted by Ellen Silverman, presi-
dent of ESA Marketing in Pluckemin,
will discuss how to define, target and
reach those markets where services
or products will be most successful.
For further information or to register,
call Ms. Kostak at (908) 737-4220.

Kean University will host the sev-
enth annual Women and Small Busi-
ness Conference, entitled “Growth
and Innovation Through Partnership,”

on Thursday, May 24, from 8 a.m. to
1 p.m. in Downs Hall, located on the
University’s campus at 1000 Morris
Avenue in Union. The free confer-
ence will feature two workshops:
“Optimizing Supply Chain to Gain
Competitive Advantage” and “Build-
ing and Managing Successful Alli-
ances for Growth and Innovation.”

For more information or to regis-
ter, sponsor or host an exhibit, please
call Michele Montgomery at (973)
486-0142 or visit the website
diversityplus.com/njexpo.

Open House to Be Held
For Kindergarten

WESTFIELD – On Monday, May
7, Temple Emanu-El of Westfield’s
Early Childhood Education Program
will host an open house beginning at
9:15 a.m. for its full-day kindergarten
program for 2007-2008.

Families will be able to learn about
the curriculum and daily schedule,
meet the teachers and observe the class
in progress. The program is accredited
by NAEYC (National Association for
the Education of the Young Child).

For more information or to sign up
for the open house, please call Jill
Cimafonte, director of Early Child-
hood Education, at (908) 232-6770,
extension no. 126. The temple is lo-
cated at 756 East Broad Street. Infor-
mation also is available at tewnj.org.

Caregivers Meeting
To Be Held Monday

WESTFIELD – A support group
for those caring for elderly or chroni-
cally ill loved ones will meet on Mon-
day, May 7, at 8 p.m. in the parish
center of St. Helen’s Roman Catholic
Church on Lamberts Mill Road in
Westfield.

Meetings take place on the first
non-holiday Monday of each month.
These are information and sharing
sessions. For more information, please
call Marilyn Ryan at (908) 233-8757.

Annual Balloon Parade
Is Held at Mindowaskin

WESTFIELD – Eight nursery
schools in Westfield gathered in
Mindowaskin Park yesterday, May 2,
at 12:45 p.m. for the annual balloon
parade around the pond in celebra-
tion of the “Month of the Young
Child.”

Every child participating was given
a helium balloon in the color that
signifies his/her school. Parents, sib-
lings and staff members accompa-
nied the children. The Presbyterian
Nursery School hosts the affair which
features 1,600 balloons.

Yosi and the Superdads provided
the musical entertainment in the park
from noon to 12:45 p.m.

Last year about 2,500 children and
adults participated.

Masonic Lodge to Present
Child ID Event Saturday

WESTFIELD – Atlas Pythagoras
Masonic Lodge will sponsor the 16th
annual free child identification pro-
gram on Saturday, May 5, from 9:30
a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Masonic lodge,
located at 1011 Central Avenue in
Westfield.  Parking is available at the
rear of the building.

The target group of this program is
approximately infancy to adolescence.
There will be light refreshments and
balloons for all the young participants.

In recent years, Atlas Pythagoras
members have been using the Ma-
sonic Grand Lodge CHIPS format of
child identification. This involves fin-
gerprinting of children by a law en-
forcement officer; recording height
and weight of the child; creating a
short video and voiceprint on disc,
and a toothprint.

The toothprint also will preserve a
DNA sample that will be sealed in a
plastic envelope.

The disc is a very important part of
the process. If a child is lost or miss-
ing, parents can give the disc to po-
lice, who can send the photograph
and other information out on the
Internet. This would be part of the
“Amber Alert” system.

All materials will be given to the
parents or guardians, and those ad-
ministering the program will keep no
records. There is no cost involved to
the public. All are welcome.

No reservations are necessary. For
further information, or to volunteer
for the program, please call Nick
Pagnetti at (908) 245-5422. Mr.
Pagnetti has chaired this event every
year since its inception in 1991.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

Wright Wins U.S.
National Award

SCOTCH PLAINS – The United
States Achievement Academy an-
nounced today that Lauren Wright
from Scotch Plains has been named a
United States National Award Winner
in the field of Journalism. The acad-
emy recognizes fewer than 10 percent
of all American high school students.

Lauren, who attends Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, received a
nomination by Cathy Hoffman, a
teacher at the school. Lauren will
appear in the “United States Achieve-
ment Academy’s Official Yearbook,”
which is published nationally.

She is the daughter of Marla and
Jeff Wright of Scotch Plains.

PEDAL FOR A PURPOSE…Westfield Cooperative Nursery School students from
Angela’s Murphy’s 3-year-old, Cindy Babetsky’s 4-year-old and Patricia Michaels’
4-plus classes recently participated in their annual Muscular Dystrophy Associa-
tion Trike-A-Thon. Students pedaled to raise money for St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospitals—a national charity started by Danny Thomas. The Trike-A-
Thon was preceded by a presentation on helmet and bicycle safety and a Hop-A-
Thon, also for MDA. Mrs. Michaels, pictured, presented the program.

reams begin here . . .D

Come Visit Our Beautiful and New Showroom!

44 South Martine Avenue, Fanwood, NJ  908-322-2207
www.thebathconnection.com

Appointments Suggested
Tues. thru Sat. 9:30 – 5:30 pm - Evenings by Appointment

PT REPORTERS NEEDED
Strong, community-minded,
detail-oriented writers with
professional demeanor needed
to cover local government
evening meetings. Must be able
to meet deadlines, know how to
write a lead, and take an active
interest in a regular beat in order
to develop news stories. This
opportunity is perfect for stay-
at-home moms, as a second
income or just for those who
love to write. Please e-mail
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com
The Westfield Leader &

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
TIMES

Parents, just a little reminder...
The Enrichment Center’s Summer Programming

can be accessed at 
www.TheEnrichmentCenter.com

Grades K-12

Enrichment

Remediation

Test Prep

Camps

Tutoring

Grade K-12

Enrichment

Remediation

Test Prep

Camps

Tutoring

625 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 654-0110 www.TheEnrichmentCenter.com
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THE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEW
The weekly column written by local high school students Honor Roll

Park Middle School

3rd Marking Period

SCOTCH PLAINS – Park Middle
School Principal Lisa Rebimbas an-
nounced the school’s third marking
period honor roll – separated by dis-
tinguished and regular honor rolls.

6th Grade
Distinguished

Aashay Anjaria, Adam Bransky,
Abigail Bridge, Brian Burns, Dana
Cappiccille, Andrew Citera, Luke
Crawford, Matthew Debiasse,
Nicholas Demmel, Timothy Duddy,
Colleen Farrell, Alicia Fung-A-Fat,
Justin Glock, Hannah Greaney,
Danielle Karacsony, Emily
Koprowski, Madeline Krema, Nicole
Lamastra, George Leavitt, Christie
Leist, Elsa Leistikow, Caroline
Lesce, Tyler Martin, Matthew
Medina, Kelsey Meisch, Olivia
Nelson, Tara Palkoski, Savvas
Petridis, Leya Quinones, Amanda
Raphael, Carly Redfield, Elise
Ringel, Maria Jose Rivero, Dylan
Sands, Monique Santos, Zoe-Nicole
Stein, Taylor Swaak, Jo Venice
Uriarte, Mary Vannatta.

6th Grade Honor Roll
Stephanie Araneo, Maija Barnes,

Robert Barone, Andres Barros,
Vincenzo Bianco, Matthew Blanck,
Emily Boruch, Matthew Boruch,
Adam Bransky, Kaitlyn Budis, Caitlin
Bunin, Mary Ellen Cagnassola, Nicole
Campbell, Gabriel Canicosa, William
Castore, Heather Chernoff, Christo-
pher Ciccarino, Lucas Cimafonte,
Michael Colineri, Kathleen Colonna,
Craig Conlan, John Cunningham,
Dana Decarlo, Taylor Decarlo, Joshua
Eisen, Katrina Fernando, Dahlia
Fioretti, Melissa Gara, Haley Goeller,
Lia Gordon, Justin Grambor, Chris-
tina Jackson, Rebecca Jenkins, James
Kaiser, Sonali Kamath, David Leavitt,
Caroline Lesce, Ryan Lesiak, Maxim
Maltsev, Maxwell Mansilla, Francisco
Marrero, Ashley Martinez, Morris
May, Grace McAlindin, Danielle
McDuffie, Edward McNeil, Jonathan
Miksis, Chelsea Mills, Katherine
Minski, Tessa Mitterhoff, Enovi
Molina-Chevez, Robert Mrozek, John
Murphy, Colin O’Kell, Renee Oliver,
Jacob Palmer, Samantha Renfree,
Bridget Reynolds, John Roberts,
Kathryn Rodriguez, Jacqueline Roiz,
Marc Rosario, Alexander Segulin,
Merhan Shams, Jeremy Siegel, Taylor
Smith, Antonio Spadaro, Christopher
Stanton, Christopher Stone, Gabrielle
Testa, Aidan Ziobro, Robert Zukofsky.

7th Grade
Distinguished

Elizabeth Baldwin, Greorgy Baliko,
Dominika Blach, Kelsey Boyea, Laura
Cappelli, Isabel Crystal, Erin
Dempsey, Margaret Diaz, Katherine
Fletcher, Ryan Kiel, Kathryn Lee,
Kristen Lee, Stacy Leinfuss, James
Marvosa, Lisa Matrale, Meghan
McGrath, Anna McGuinness, Mariel
Mital, Emily Nardone, Taylor Novello,
Margaret O’Brien, Dhruvi Patel, Erin
Pierce, Delaney Reimers, Cassandra
Segulin, Emily Stefanik, Christine
Szpond, Alex Tannenbaum,
Chayakorn Triamarit, Sarah
VanBuskirk, Alexandra Zaller.

7th Grade Honor Roll
Omar Amer, Alyssa Apuzzio, Rachel

Armus, Lisa Awaitey, Ibukin Babalola,
Ashante Battle, Jacqueline Batts,
Dominque Bray, Samuel Brown, Rob-
ert Bunnell, Chris Burke, Adam
Carabba, Olivia Checchio, Ara Cho,
Abigale Churaman, Clare Cohen, Rob-
ert Colonna, Travis Cortes, Lindsay
Curtis, Octavia Dails, Alivia Demaria,
Jennifer Denman, Nicole DePaola,
Louis Dodge, Ramona Dunning, Jes-
sica Esbrandt, Kendall Fawcett, Jaclyn

Friedman, Steven Garber, Allison
Grimm, Carly Grossman, Matthew
Harnett, Kevin Hesson, Quade Ibarra,
Amira Khalil, Kerri Killeen, Joshua
Knechtel, Victoria Lesce, Robert
Lockatell, Jessica McGovern, Meghan
McGrath, Daniel McMillan, Joseph
McQuoid, Jake Metsky, David
Michalak, Luke Mineo, Dylan
Mruczinski, Claire Muirhead, Marisol
Pacaja, Kristina Palazzolo, Raushan
Palejwala, Emma Pearson, Bertram
Peters, Alyssa Provenzano, Melissa
Quarto, Francis Quigley, Disha Rao,
Max Reo, Carlie Roessle, Kathryn
Romagnano, Victoria Roser, Benjamin
Ross, Christopher Salazar, Jillian
Schuster, Zachary Shanker, Rose
Sigona, Daniel Slegowski, Brandon
Smithwrick, Allison Speck, Alex
Suriano, Luke Vuono, Keira Wiggins,
Andrew Wilson, Alan Woodfield,
Kristina Zekunde, Michael Ziegler.

8th Grade
Distinguished

Brie Adamczyk, Bria Barnes, Erin
Brown, Lauren Buckley, Santino But-
ler, Micael Canicosa, Joanna Carroll,
Mariana Caruso-Gilbert, Rachel
Chan, Hayley Cornwell, Meghan
Cunningham, Matthew D’Apuzzo,
Brendan Farrell, Emma Kelly, Rich-
ard Krema, Brianna Mahoney,
Nathalia Montoya, Benjamin Parisi,
Stephanie Robak, Kevin Schmidt,
Danielle Schweizer.

8th Grade Honor Roll
Elle Bernardo, Micaela Jo

Bernardo, Jerry Bi, Celeste Bilkerdyk,
Christina Bobyack, Laura Bruce,
Meghan Bruckman, Toni-ann Capece,
Charles Centinaro, Jacqueline Close,
Jennifer Cua, Paige Della Badia, Desli
Demarsico, Rachel Dolan, Sarah
Drum, Erik Ekstrand, Alyssa Elenis,
Kimberly Federico, Tessa Felegy,
Alyssia Gonzalez, Elena Haggan,
Camille Handy, Amanda Hanna, Pe-
ter Huether, Danya Jacobs, Priyanka
Kamath, Matthew Kersey, Kenneth
Lee, Anna Leistikow, Alexa Levy,
Conor Lockier, Taryn Luby, Vidhan
Malik, David Mandala, Edison May,
Yevgeniy Mayorenko, Melissa
McKenna, Adam Monzella, Tyler
Palkoski, Hyun-Jin Park, Lindsay
Payne, Ananth Rao, Adam Redfield,
Brittany Reilly, William Rivera, Carl
Sebastian Rosen, Anne Rubin, Rachel
Siegel, Bryce Smith, Harmeet Sohal,
Oleg Solovyev, Michael Spaeth,
Allison Staniec, Sarah Elis Stein,
Elizabeth Stranzenbach, Jamie
Swanton, Rory Szeto, Elizabeth
Tenzer, Rose Thompson.

A tan looks
good, an
education
lasts longer.

This summer, 
do something that’ll
last a lifetime.

A tan looks
good, an
education
lasts longer.

• Get started on a college career or earn credits
toward your degree with UCC’s Summer Session.

• Convenient 3 to 12 week sessions
• Attend class at any of several locations or learn

from home with Telecourses & Online courses

R E G I S T E R  T O D A Y !

Most Courses Start the 
Week of May 21st & July 10th

For information call 908-709-7518 – or – 
visit us online at www.ucc.edu

RBC Dain Rauscher
86 Summit Avenue, Suite 400
Summit, NJ 07901

MEMBER NYSE/SIPC

© Copyright 2007 RBC Dain Rauscher Inc. All rights reserved. 

Most people take more risk than necessary to achieve their goals.

ACCESS IS THE KEY
The Frankfort Group of RBC Dain Rauscher offers customized
portfolios with world class service for the affluent investor. Our
investment approach is designed for those who need more
than a “cookie cutter” approach for products and services. We
work closely with you and your other professional advisors to
understand your objectives.  

INVESTMENT PRODUCTS & SERVICES

• Equities 

• Private Equity

• Municipal and Taxable Fixed 

Income Portfolios

• IPOs

• Insurance/Annuities

The Frankfort Group
(866) 374-6266 • Fax: (908) 608-2136
adam.frankfort@rbcdain.com

Are You Taking Too Much Risk
With Your Portfolio?

Sekou Sundiata Strikes
Success at High School
By ALEXA ZEPKA

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Tender streams of beautiful afternoon
sunlight poured down through the empty
spaces of magnolia and cherry blossom
trees, casting delicate shadows across the
plush green field as I sat quietly upon it at
4:03 p.m. on April 24.

I brought my gaze towards the sun and
watched as pieces of blow flowers, dan-
delions, and loose strands of grass swirled
into the warm air.

My eyes were captivated by the sight of
all this matter – of all these simple par-
ticles of life drifting boundlessly up to-
wards the sky. “The earth is made of
matter, but the world is made of words,”
I spoke to myself, reflecting on a specific
quotation Sekou Sundiata had mentioned
at a poetry workshop earlier that day…

An hour prior, I slipped through the door
of the Westfield High School (WHS) li-
brary, feeling all of the nerves, curiosity and
anticipation of being one of the two fresh-
men attending this workshop with poet,
professor and musical artist Mr. Sundiata.

He entered the room with streaks of
outside light cascading down upon his shoul-
ders, dark skin gleaming with sweat, as he
moved closer to a now silenced group of
mostly sophomores, juniors and seniors.

Our eyes moved tentatively across him,
focusing one moment on his black hair
peppered with some strands of gray, and
the next on his insightful eyes never ceas-
ing to stir with wisdom. He did not speak
for a few minutes, but instead, seemed to
study everyone.

Finally, his lips began to move, asking
us how we wanted to spend this period of
our time together. “We want to hear
about…you,” a few voices echoed in har-
mony. Mr. Sundiata grinned and reached
for a briefcase beside his feet, preparing to
express to us the world of profoundness,
depth, and meaning enclosed within it.

The special learning experiences WHS
offers to its students, such as welcoming
a visiting poet like Mr. Sundiata, are truly
unique and beneficial. On that one day,
many others and myself were able to
listen to his poetry and relate many of its
themes and morals to everyday life.

Through his poem titled “Sifer,” Mr.
Sundiata compares a West Indies carnival,
a ritual where “even the poor man could be
crowned king,” to a world where everyone
is equal. If one were to envision a high
school environment during the time of a
West Indies carnival, imagine how differ-
ent students would be without social pres-
sures or the necessity to stick with a certain
group of people – if everybody’s voice and
opinions were symmetrically important.

When students put one another down,
it can dramatically alter their confidence
and make it impossible for them to voice
their opinion freely. Next time in class,
pay closer attention to the students who
never raise their hand although they know
the answers, and wonder what has caused
their inability to speak.

To a greater extent, visualize a world in
which there is tolerance of religion, race and
individual differences. If people did not
ridicule others because of their lack of fit-
ting in with majority, everyone would have
the same chance of attaining their goals.

As Mr. Sundiata’s poem reminds us,
“There are no guarantees, only prisons of
hope, the door to the dream is open.”

Mr. Sundiata effectively demonstrated
how everybody has the most powerful as-
pect of life existing within them: words.
“The world is made of words,” and they can
be utilized in a variety of ways, including
simple things such as keeping people inter-
ested in conversation, which is essential in
maintaining friends and relationships.

Just the way we carry out our words,
stressing the most important ones, using
gestures with our hands, movements with
our bodies and a variation of tones in our
voices, can spark the greatest curiosity
within others.

Words are more than just things that
come out of our mouths in speech; they
have more power, when executed, than
most people realize. Having a voice would
be insignificant if we did not have words,
for it is our words that give us a voice.

Ultimately, Mr. Sundiata’s take on words
can tie into WHS in the sense that certain
students’ words have different kinds of
effects on other students depending upon
where they stand on the social ladder.

For instance, if a popular student jokingly

calls one of his friends a loser, that word will
not strike as much damage upon that friend’s
heart as it would if directed towards some-
one unacquainted with the popular student,
beholder of the word “loser.”

As Mr. Sundiata said, “It all depends
on the skin – all depends on the skin
you’re livin’ in.”

“I think we have time for one more
question,” he explained, staring up to-
wards the clock, which read 3:56 p.m. at
the back of the library. A girl’s hand flew
up. She asked how one knows when
something is complete, and with that
answer came a reference to the most
important synonym of love: passion.

Similar to words, passion is an emo-
tion, which is present inside of nearly
everyone. At WHS, passion can be found
almost everywhere; in athletes who at-
tend long hours of practice, on stage in
school performances, and in classrooms.

Mr. Sundiata discussed how in early
African times, natives would dress in vi-
brant colors and create blazing fires to
declare their passion for existence. In the
modern world, we continue to symbolize
these ancient means of passion in the most
unlikely ways. Take students performing
on stage, for example; their voice is the
vibrant colors which express emotion, and
their blazing fire is the stage lights.

Most students need to have some ex-
tent of passion in order to begin some-
thing, so the starting process is simple,
but how do we know when it is complete?

To athletes, completion may be de-
fined as victory. To actors and actresses,
completion may be defined as causing an
audience to give a standing ovation. To
writers, something we all are as WHS
students, for writing is something re-
quired for us to do every day, completion
is defined as wholeness.

Mr. Sundiata believes that one knows
a piece of writing is complete after it has
been reread and edited so many times that
they finally feel it has reached a round-
ness and wholeness.

Once an author is able to say that they
have successfully conveyed every point
they intended to their readers, and once
their writing sounds so good that it seems
to sing to them when read aloud in their
mind, the author’s job is complete.

Over the course of this time that I have
been sitting here before my computer remi-
niscing about my meeting with Mr. Sundiata
and all that I have learned from it, one
picture that has not yet left my mind is how
the library looked and felt when I entered it
the next day after having met him.

Something about it seemed incomplete.
It was as if an incredibly significant part of
a whole was missing. I sat in the same exact
seat as I did one day earlier and studied the
“Welcome Sekou Sundiata” poster that
was still taped alongside a bookshelf.

Smiling, I reached for a piece of loose
leaf in my English binder, and with all of
the impact and meaning of Mr. Sundiata’s
words still present within my heart, be-
gan to write, knowing this time that once
I reached a sense of wholeness, my job
would be done.

Ironically, the first words which flowed
out of my pen and onto the paper were:
Tender streams of beautiful afternoon
sunlight poured down through the empty
spaces of magnolia and cherry blossom
trees, casting delicate shadows across the
plush green field as I sat quietly upon it at
4:03 p.m. on April 24.

Alexa is a freshman at WHS.

FDU Inducts Students
Into Psych Honor Soc.
AREA – Forty-nine students, two

from the surrounding area, were in-
ducted into Psi Chi, the National Psy-
chology Honor Society, at ceremo-
nies held on the College at Florham
campus of Fairleigh Dickinson Uni-
versity (FDU) in Madison on Tues-
day, April 10.

Representing two of the 49, Scotch
Plains resident Jennifer Bassano and
Westfield student Thomas Dwyer
qualified.

To qualify for membership, stu-
dents must complete at least nine
FDU credits in psychology, be reg-
istered as a psychology major or
minor, maintain a 3.25 grade-point
average in all classes and a mini-
mum of 3.5 grade-point average in
psychology courses and maintain
high personal standards of behav-
ior.

Jumble Store to Conduct
Special Sale of Baby Items

CRANFORD – The Jumble Store,
a thrift shop operated by the Junior
League of Elizabeth-Plainfield, will
hold a special sale featuring baby
items on Saturday, May 12. Proceeds
will benefit families living in crisis
throughout Union County.

All marked baby items will be on
sale, including clothing, toys, cribs,
high chairs and strollers, among other
merchandise. Additional clothing,
jewelry, perfumes, small houseware
and other gift items also will be avail-
able for purchase at thrift store prices
on the ground floor of the store.

The store is located at 110 Walnut
Avenue in Cranford, near the corner
of Walnut and South Avenues. Any-
one interested in donating items to
help the league run its programs is
asked to contact the store or to stop by
during regular store hours.

The Jumble Store carries a variety
of new, gently used and in-season

children’s, women’s and men’s cloth-
ing, as well as household items, at
discounted prices.

Also located within the store is the
Career Closet, which features inter-
view- and job-appropriate attire for
women re-entering the workforce. Fit-
tings are available by appointment only.

Store hours are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Tuesday through Saturday (Thursday
until 8 p.m.). For more information,
please call The Jumble Store at (908)
276-0222. For more details about the
Career Closet, please call (908) 709-
1177 and leave a message for Jill D.

The JLEP is a non-profit organiza-
tion of women committed to promot-
ing voluntarism, developing the po-
tential of women and improving their
community through the effective ac-
tion and leadership of trained volun-
teers. To learn about joining or
partnering with the JLEP, please visit
jlepnj.org or call (908) 709-1177.

Fourth-Grade Students
Tour Five U.S. Regions
WESTFIELD – Fourth-grade stu-

dents of Wilson Elementary School
in Westfield recently toured the five
regions of the United States without
ever leaving Westfield.

Each of the five classes researched
the five regions of the United States,
which include the northeast,
midwest, west, southwest and south-
east, and became experts on land-
forms, climate, industries, natural
resources, culture, history and
places of interest in each specific
region.

The children created a hands-on
“region” in their respective class-
rooms, which included models of
places of interest, historical sites, land-
forms and games of knowledge. The
classes “traveled” to each region to
learn about how the regions are simi-
lar, yet have their own unique charac-
teristics.

there’s more at
goleader.com

CONSTRUCTIVE FORCES…From left, Morristown-Beard students Kathryn
Donovan of Westfield, Megan Mattaliano of Randolph and Fraser Miller of New
Vernon help out at the Habitat for Humanity construction site in Charleston, S.C.

WF Student Volunteers
In South Carolina

WESTFIELD – For a group of 15
Morristown-Beard students, a spring-
break trip to South Carolina proved
to, literally, be a constructive experi-
ence.

Students spent their vacation vol-
unteering for Habitat For Humanity
in Charleston, S.C., where they helped
to build affordable housing for those
in need. Junior Kathryn Donovan of
Westfield participated.

The students, along with teachers,
tackled a variety of tasks, including
roofing, framing, installing siding and
installing windows for families in
need.

Retired Educ. Assoc.
Holds Spring Luncheon

GARWOOD – The Union County
Retired Educators Association will
hold a spring luncheon on Tuesday,
May 8, at The Westwood at 438 North
Avenue in Garwood.

The business meeting will begin at
11 a.m. and will include committee
reports, elections and installation of
new officers. Wendell Steinhauer,
New Jersey Education Association
secretary and treasurer, will be the
featured speaker and will discuss
important issues of interest to the
association members.

For more information and reserva-
tions, write to Celia Mantia, 527 3rd
Avenue, Elizabeth, N.J. 07202.

FIT
Activewear for
Everyday Living

254 East Broad Street

Westfield

908.233.3364

NOW OPEN
We fit your lifestyle with cool and comfortable activewear

Dress for work or play or hanging around

Feel good!  Look great!

Stop by and check out the newest tennis fashions for kids and adults

High Performance Footwear

Golf apparel arriving soon

Store Hours:
Monday thru Saturday 9:30am – 5:30pm

Thursday until 7pm
Closed Sunday



Page 10  Thursday, May 3, 2007 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

– Obituaries –

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the

Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

Cranford
218 North Avenue

276-0255
Charles V. Dooley

Manager
NJ License # 3703

       ow Offering the New

Willow View Mausoleum,

 A Unique Concept in

Memorial Properties.

   eauty, Dignity & Peace

Overlooking Bunnell Pond.

Fairview Cemetery
1100 East Broad Street • Westfield, NJ 908-232-0781

Nonprofit • Nonsectarian

Family Lots, Single Graves, Niches & Community Mausoleums

Faithfully Serving the Public Since 1868, on 105 Picturesque Acres.

N

B

Hillside Cemetery 
Regarded as one of the most beautiful cemeteries in the East  

  Scotch Plains 
908.756.1729 

www.hillsidecemetery.com     
It is far easier for your family if you plan ahead     

African Crafts Sale Set
For Sunday at Church
SCOTCH PLAINS – The All

Saints’ Episcopal Church will hold
an African Crafts Sale this Sunday,
May 6, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. in Lea
Hall (the parish hall). Jewelry, intri-
cately carved wooden pieces and vi-
brant colored fabrics, among other
items, will be offered for purchase.

All proceeds from this sale will
benefit Africa Team Ministries.
Among its projects, it arranges edu-
cational programs for orphans in
Kenya and Uganda.

All are welcome. The All Saints’
Episcopal Church is located at 559
Park Avenue in Scotch Plains. Park-
ing is available behind the church
and accessible through School Place.
For more information, please call
(908) 322-8047.

Nature Club Posts Calendar
Of Events to Be Held in May
AREA – The Greater Watchung

Nature Club has revealed several ac-
tivities that will take place this month.

“The World Series of Birding” will
be held on Saturday, May 12, in
which teams of birders scour various
territories of the United States over a
24-hour period to quantify and
qualify the numbers of birds popu-
lating specific territories, compris-
ing in total the entire country.

Those interested in joining an area
team or pledging their support for
this fundraiser are asked to call the
New Jersey Audubon Society at (908)
204-8998 or visit njaudubon.org, or
to call Frank Budney of Friends of
Lenape Park at (908) 687-2169.

The Greater Watchung Nature
Club will conduct its third “Walker
Walk” on Sunday, May 13. It will
begin at 7 a.m. at the Deserted Vil-
lage in the Watchung Reservation
(Cataract Hollow Road off of
Glenside Avenue). The short tour
will include forest, field, pond and
stream habitats focusing on a wide
variety of birds. Refreshments will
be served at 9 a.m.

On Saturday, May 19, Andy Lamy
will lead a trip to Garrett Mountain
Reservation in Passaic County to
view warblers. Participants will meet
at the Target parking lot in Clark off
of Central Avenue at 7 a.m. and are
asked to bring lunch, binoculars and
scopes. Mr. Lamy may be reached at
(908) 337-2755.

The club will hold its final “Walker
Walk” on Sunday, May 20, begin-
ning at 7 a.m. at the Seeley’s Pond
parking lot off of Valley Road in the
Watchung Reservation. This trip in-
cludes a full breakfast at a nominal
price. For reservations, please call
Clare Minick at (908) 518-0199.

Vincent Coletta, Was Business Owner;
Active With Cerebral Palsy League

Dorothy C. DiIorio, 73
Dorothy C. Burke DiIorio, 73, of

Westfield died on Saturday, April 28,
at home.

Born in Bound Brook, she lived in
Westfield since 1957 and was a com-
municant of St. Helen’s Roman Catho-
lic Church of Westfield.

Surviving are a son, Vincent
DiIorio; two daughters, Diane
Aromando and Linda DiIorio; a sis-
ter, Martha Burke, and three grand-
children.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered on Tuesday, May 1, at St.
Helen’s Church. Entombment took
place at Resurrection Cemetery in
Piscataway.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Dooley Colonial Home,
556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.
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Marvin W. Kimsey, 78, Was Attorney;
Enjoyed Flying, Music and Ministries

Cheryl L. Rowland, 47, Enjoyed Family;
Avid Reader and Flea Market Enthusiast

 Marvin Wade Kimsey of
Cedaredge, Colo. went to be with his
Lord on Monday, April 23, 2007. His
wife and family were by his side. He
was 78 years of age.

Born on July 8, 1928 in Kansas City,
Mo. to John Thomas
Kimsey, Jr. and Agnes
(Choate) Kimsey, he
spent his childhood in
Kansas City, Indepen-
dence and Lathrup, Mo.
He attended Wm.
Chrisman High School,
graduating in 1945.

 In 1945, Wade began
serving his country with
the United States Army.
He also served in the
United States Navy.
Wade completed his
military service in the
United States Army Re-
serve, being discharged in April 1957.
Wade attended South Dakota State
College and the University of Kan-
sas, graduating in 1950, and the law
school of Columbia University, gradu-
ating in 1957.

Wade had been a resident of
Cedaredge, Colo. for the last nine
years, having moved to Cedaredge
from Westfield, N.J., where he had
been a resident for 38 years. He had
been with the Gould and Wilkie law
firm in New York City for 30 years
when he retired.

Wade was very active in the Kairos
Prison Ministry, the Delta Correc-
tional Prison Ministry, the Centen-
nial Band (Grand Junction) and the
Men’s Prayer Breakfast at the
Cedaredge Assembly of God Church,
of which he was a member.

Wade was a pilot and enjoyed fly-
ing. Additionally, he played the trom-
bone in the Centennial Band of Grand
Junction, Colo. He loved music, es-

pecially jazz.
A member of the Cedaredge clowns,

he enjoyed visiting nursing homes,
playing his trombone and telling jokes
to entertain the residents. Wade’s other
hobbies included photography, skiing

and gourmet cooking.
Those grateful to have

shared in his life include
his wife of 54 years, Bar-
bara L. Kimsey of
Cedaredge; two daugh-
ters, Anne B. and hus-
band Rick G. Spalenka
and Patricia L. and hus-
band Robert H.
Bollinger, all of
Cedaredge; one sister,
Ada R. Kimsey of Grand
Junction, Colo., and four
grandchildren, Josef
Wade Spalenka, Brian
James Spalenka, Wesley

Lawrence Bollinger and Lily
Alexandra Bollinger.

Preceding Wade in death were his
parents, John Kimsey, Jr. and Agnes
Kimsey Stone; a son, Lawrence Wade
Kimsey, and his stepfather, Van Stone.

A funeral service was held on Sat-
urday, April 28, 2007, at the
Cedaredge Assembly of God Church,
with Pastor Bob Hillyer officiating.
Interment took place at Veterans
Memorial Cemetery of Western Colo-
rado in Grand Junction, Colo. on
Monday, April 30, 2007.

Donations in memory of Wade may
be given to Hospice and Palliative
Care of Western Colorado, P.O. Box
24, Delta, Colo. 81416.

Arrangements were under the care
and direction of Taylor Funeral Ser-
vice and Crematory in Cedaredge.

To view the Internet obituary and
sign the online guest registry, please
visit taylorfuneralservice.com.
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Marvin Wade Kimsey

Vincent Coletta passed away on
Friday, April 27, at home in
Westfield.

Born January 1, 1928 in New York
City, he was the son of Flaviano and
Mary (Casulli) Coletta.

A graduate of Stuyvesant High
School in New York City, Class of
1945, he received a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree in Chemistry from
Queens College of the City Univer-
sity of New York in 1949. He did
graduate work in chemistry at both
Columbia University and New York
University.

Vincent was a United States Army
veteran of the Korean Conflict, hav-
ing served as a corporal at the Army
Chemical Center in Edgewood, Md.
Afterwards, he was a co-owner of
the pharmaceutical chemical com-
pany Esvico for two years, then was
a pharmaceutical chemist with
Bristol- Myers for 15 years. Follow-
ing that he was a co-owner of Scien-
tific Flavors Inc., manufacturing
chemists, for 10 years. Most recently,
Vincent had his own financial and
business consulting company, ViCo.

For almost 25 years Vincent was
involved with the Cerebral Palsy
League of Union County as a finan-
cial consultant to the board of direc-
tors and as a past president of CPL.
He was instrumental in the creation
of the Vincent Coletta Vocational
Center, specializing in occupational
and life skills training for adults.

For many years he volunteered as
an associate advisor and helped to
raise funds for the Aviation Explorer
Post 224 at Linden Airport. Vincent

was a small plane pilot since college
and an avid fisherman.

Surviving are three daughters; two
sisters, Alba Mangone (Salvatore)
and Flavia Cleo Spartin (William),
and several nieces and nephews.

Friends are invited to a memorial
visitation from 2 to 6 p.m. on Sun-
day, May 6, at the Dooley Colonial
Home, 556 Westfield Avenue in
Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made in Vincent’s name to: Avia-
tion Explorer Post 224, Linden Air-
port, Route 1 North, Linden, N.J.
07036; contact Jim Kimball at (609)
876-0152.
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Michael W. Whalen, 93, Navy Veteran;
Known as Westfield’s ‘Tomato Man’

Cheryl Lynne Rowland of Easton,
Md. passed away suddenly on Tues-
day, April 24, at her home. She was 47
years old.

Born on February 23, 1960 to Ellis
Rowland and Suzanne Wallbank
Rowland in Plainfield, she graduated
from Westfield High School in 1978.

Ms. Rowland was certified in main
frame computer programming at
Chubb Institute in Warren.

She enjoyed flea markets, was an
avid reader, and the loves of her life
were her nephews.

She is survived by her loving par-
ents, Ellis and Suzanne Rowland of
Hamilton, N.Y.; two brothers, Michael
Rowland and his wife, Rachel, of
Stevensville, Md. and Ellis J. Rowland
of Stroudsburg, Pa., and five neph-
ews, James, Trevor and Stuart

Rowland of Stevensville, Md. and
Ellis and Quinn Rowland of
Stroudsburg, Pa.

A memorial service was held on
Monday, April 30, at the Living Wa-
ter Lutheran Church in Stevensville,
Md.

Arrangements were by the Fellows,
Helfenbein and Newnam Funeral
Home, P.A. of Chester, Md.

In lieu of flowers, the family re-
quests memorial contributions to Op-
portunity International, 2122 York
Road, Oak Brook, Ill. 60523,
www.opportunity.org, or for the ben-
efit of Living Water Lutheran Church
Sunday School, P.O. Box 696,
Stevensville, Md. 21666.

Online condolences may be made
at www.fhnfuneralhome.com.

May 3, 2007

Michael W. Whalen, a lifelong
Westfield resident, died peacefully
at home on Sunday, April 29, at the
age of 93.

A man of kindness, compassion,
vitality and humor, Michael was a
beloved husband, father, grandfa-
ther, great-grandfather and brother.

During World War II, Michael
served his country in the Navy as a
Metalsmith First Class aboard the
USS Indiana. Upon his return from
the war, he worked at Whalen’s Auto-
motive Service until retiring in 1988.

He was a member of the Union
County Board of Agriculture, where
he developed his passion for garden-
ing and was well known by many
Westfield residents as the “Tomato
Man.”

His wife, Martha Whalen, prede-

ceased him.
Surviving are his daughters,

Maureen, Ann-Marie and Anita, and
his loving son-in-law, Daniel. He
also leaves his grandsons, Michael
and Rob; his great-granddaughter
Ashley, and Sister Anita Agnes, his
sister.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered yesterday, Wednesday, May
2, at St. Helen’s Roman Catholic
Church in Westfield.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to the Westfield
Rescue Squad, P.O. Box 356,
Westfield, N.J. 07091 or to the hos-
pice of one’s choice.
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More Community News

GUEST SPEAKER…Joseph Sharp, administrator of Runnells Specialized Hos-
pital of Union County in Berkeley Heights, addresses the Westfield Area Old
Guard during its April 5 meeting at the Westfield Area “Y” in Westfield.

Old Guard Welcomes
Runnells Administrator

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area
Old Guard hosted Joseph Sharp, ad-
ministrator of Runnells Specialized
Hospital of Union County in Berke-
ley Heights, at its April 5 meeting.

After receiving his undergraduate
degree from Lynchburg College in
Virginia, Mr. Sharp attended Jersey
City State College and earned his
master’s degree in Licensed Nursing
Home Administration. Today, he
manages a new facility that employs
about 575 people including doctors,
nurses, technicians and numerous
volunteers.

The Westfield Area Old Guard,
which is celebrating its 75th year of
fellowship, welcomes retired men in
the western part of Union County.
The group meets each Thursday from
9 a.m. to noon at the Westfield Area
“Y,” located at 220 Clark Street in
Westfield, for coffee and a guest
speaker. For more information, please
call Jack McHugh at (908) 233-1539
or Walter Halpin at (908) 889-2074.

WF’s Naughton Fundraises
For LLS at Garwood Gym

WESTFIELD – Westfield’s Jill
Naughton continues to make progress
with Hike for Discovery, the Leuke-
mia and Lymphoma Society’s (LLS)
endurance fundraising program. This
Saturday, May 5, she will conduct the
final leg of fundraising with a spin-a-
thon at a Garwood gym.

While training regularly for the last
three months and raising money to
help further the society’s mission to
find a cure for blood related cancer,
Ms. Naughton has a few more mile-
stones to achieve before hiking the
Grand Canyon.

On Sunday, she will participate in
an intense training hike, which will
cover more than 10 miles, and attain
an elevation gain of over 2,500 feet.
Before that, on Saturday, she will
participate in her last fundraising
event for this program, a spin-a-thon
at Gold Medal Fitness, in which the
public also can participate.

From 1 to 4 p.m. on Saturday, those
interested can come to the spin-a-
thon at the Garwood gym to benefit
the LLS. Participants will receive full
club benefits for the day plus a free
45-day pass to Gold Medal Fitness.

There are minimum donations to
the Leukemia and Lymphoma Soci-
ety of $25 for one hour, $40 for two

hours or $50 for three hours.
To sign up, or for more informa-

tion, please call Gold Medal Fit-
ness at (908) 233-7122. Additional
donations are welcome. One hun-
dred percent of donations received
will go directly to the LLS to sup-
port patient services and research
to find a cure.

Local Temple Plans
Author-Actress Visit

WESTFIELD – The Sisterhood of
Temple Emanu-El of Westfield will
host a special evening with author
and actress Catherine Lloyd Burns on
Thursday, May 10, at 7 p.m. Wine,
cheese and desserts will be served.

Attendees will be able to meet Ms.
Lloyd Burns and hear her discuss her
debut book entitled “It Hit Me Like a
Ton of Bricks: A Memoir of a Mother
and Daughter.” All are welcome.

Ms. Lloyd Burns lives in Brooklyn,
N.Y. with her husband and daughter.
She has appeared in television shows
such as “Malcolm in the Middle,” “ER”
and “Law and Order,” and films such
as Pushing Tin and Michael.

Admission is $5. Interested persons
are asked to call the temple office at
(908) 232-6770. Temple Emanu-El is
located at 756 East Broad Street. For
more details, please contact Carolyn
Shane, executive director, at (908) 232-
6770 or cshane@tewnj.org, or visit
tewnj.org.

Frances McGowan, 80, Cherished Family;
Loved Tennis, Bowling, Dance and Travel
Frances McGowan, 80, of New

Providence passed away on Thurs-
day, April 19.

Born in Ohio, she came to New
York to be a model after high school.
She met her husband, Daniel, to
whom she was married for 54 years.
They lived in Brooklyn, N.Y. for 50
years before moving to New Provi-
dence nine years ago. Mr. McGowan
predeceased her in 2003.

A homemaker, she devoted her life
to family and friends. Anyone touched
by her was touched by an angel. She
loved to play tennis, bowl, dance and
travel.

Frances was the loving mother of
Mary Ellen O’Boyle and her husband,
John, of Westfield; Terry McGowan of
New Providence; Kathleen Adisano
and her husband, John, of Scotch Plains
and Carolyn McGowan of New Provi-
dence. She was the proud grandmother
of Shannon Maxwell and her hus-
band, Allen; Shane O’Boyle and his
wife, Jo-Anne; Danielle and Brittany
Adisano and Caitlin McGowan. She
adored her great-grandchildren,
Brennan and Morgan Maxwell.
Frances also is survived by five sisters
and seven brothers.

A Memorial Mass will be held on
Saturday, May 5, at 11 a.m. at the Our
Lady of Peace Roman Catholic

Church in New Providence.
In lieu of flowers, a contribution

may be made to Atlantic Hospice, 33
Bleeker Street, Millburn, N.J. 07041.

May 3, 2007
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Law Offices of

STAHL FARELLA &
SAROKIN, LLC

Criminal Defense
Civil & Employment

Litigation
DWI & Municipal Court

220 St. Paul Street
Westfield, NJ 07090

908-301-9001
www.stahlesq.com

ROSELLE – Baron Warren, 44, of
Roselle pled guilty last week to a
string of bank robberies and attempted
bank robberies he committed within
a week’s time, according to the Union
County Prosecutor’s Office. He faces
up to 14 years in prison when sen-
tenced by State Superior Court Judge
Scott Moynihan on Friday, June 1.

According to Union County Pros-
ecutor Anelise Sieber, he entered the
Valley National Bank in Roselle Park
on January 3 and handed a teller a
note stating, “Don’t do nothing stu-
pid.” The teller handed Warren $1,250
in cash.

At about 10 a.m. on January 9,
Warren walked into the Sovereign
Bank on Union Square in Elizabeth.
He gave a teller a note that stated,
“Nobody is going to get hurt.” The
teller asked what he wanted, at which
time Warren asked for the note back
and left the bank, authorities said.

At 1:10 p.m. the same day, War-
ren returned to the Valley National
Bank in Roselle Park. “Warren ap-
proached a teller who recognized
him from his first ‘visit’ on January
3,” Ms. Sieber said. “The woman
excused herself and walked over to
alert the bank manager. As the man-
ager approached him, Warren
walked out of the bank.”

At 2:30 p.m., authorities said War-
ren entered Sovereign Bank on North
Broad Street in Elizabeth and passed
a note demanding money to a teller,
who handed him three or four $100
bills.

“He told the teller, ‘Give me more.
Don’t be stupid.’ Then he appeared to
get nervous and he left the bank,” Ms.
Sieber said.

According to Ms. Sieber, on Janu-
ary 9, a Roselle Park police sergeant
driving west on East First Avenue
near Chestnut Street in Roselle saw
Warren, blocked his Oldsmobile with
his patrol car and arrested him.

Authorities said Warren has had
convictions for theft, resisting arrest
and possession of drugs in New Jer-
sey and drug convictions in New York
and North Carolina.

Elizabeth Woman Faces
Five Years for Drug Possession
ELIZABETH – Markeith Simms

of Elizabeth faces five years in prison
after being found guilty of possess-
ing cocaine and possessing cocaine
with the intent to distribute it, accord-
ing to the prosecutor’s office.

The jury came to its verdict after 30
minutes of deliberation following a
three-day trial in the courtroom of

State Superior Court Judge James
Heimlich.

According to Assistant Prosecutor
Jillian Reyes, armed with a warrant,
13 officers went to the multiple-fam-
ily dwelling where Simms lived on
July 12, 2006. Police found a white
tube sock filled with 46 glass vials
with green caps, all containing co-
caine, at which point Simms was ar-
rested.

Simms, who has one prior felony
conviction for drug possession, will
be sentenced on June 1, authorities
said.

UC Prosecutor’s Office, Fed.
DEA Conduct Wiretaps, Indict 20

ELIZABETH – In early 2005, the
Union County Prosecutor’s Office in
conjunction with the Federal Drug
Enforcement Administration (DEA)
conducted “one of the largest and
most successful wiretaps in state his-
tory” — a wiretap investigation that
resulted in 20 indictments.

On February 5, 2006, Wilson Valdez
of Elizabeth, the primary target of the
wiretap, pled guilty to racketeering,
distribution of drugs and possession
with the intent to distribute drugs,
according to authorities.

Valdez was sentenced on April 20
to 20 years in prison, 10 of which
must be served before he can apply
for parole. According to Assistant
Prosecutor Julie Peterman, Valdez
distributed between three and six
kilos of heroin and “significant
amounts” of cocaine on a weekly
basis. One kilo of heroin can net
$60,000 wholesale and up to
$200,000 on the street.

Authorities said State Trooper
Moises Hernandez, 39, who warned
Valdez he was under surveillance,
pled guilty to money laundering, wit-
ness tampering, conspiracy and offi-
cial misconduct in April 2006 and
has been sentenced to 24 years in
prison.

“This was a perfect example of
cooperation between local and fed-
eral government agencies,” Union
County Prosecutor Theodore
Romankow said, “and a perfect ex-
ample of cooperation between
United States agencies and Colom-
bian authorities. We are all fighting
the drug scourge. Together we will
beat it.”

Police Seek Elizabeth Man
Following Jury Conviction

ELIZABETH – On April 10, a jury
convicted Jesus Colon, 21, of Eliza-
beth of eluding police and aggravated
assault after a one-day trial. Colon,
however, fled before the verdict came.
A warrant has been issued for his
arrest. He faces up to 20 years in
prison, according to the prosecutor’s
office.

Colon was accused of eluding po-
lice on September 1, 2006. Assistant
Prosecutor Jason Gareis said an Eliza-
beth police officer was on patrol when
he and his partner saw Colon speed
past. Colon refused to pull over and
sped off.

Colon’s car swerved as it ap-
proached a drawbridge and veered
into a ditch, striking a large cement
block adjacent to a utility pole. Offic-
ers pulled Colon and two passengers
from the car, which had flames com-
ing from under the hood. The officers
arrested Colon, who has one prior
conviction for unlawful possession
of a handgun.

Anyone with information on
Colon’s location should call local
police or the Crimestoppers’ anony-
mous tip line at (908) 654-TIPS. Po-
lice are offering a reward for infor-
mation leading to Colon’s arrest.

From the Office of Theodore Romankow
Union County Prosecutor

Prosecutor’s Corner

Roselle Man Pleads Guilty
To String of Bank Robberies

Voters Approve 78.1 Percent
Of Local School Budgets

TRENTON – New Jersey voters on
April 17 approved 78.1 percent of
local school budgets in the annual
school elections.

“School elections represent the only
opportunity for citizens to directly have
a say in how their tax dollars are spent,”
said Commissioner of Education
Lucille Davy, a former Westfield
resident. “I believe that Governor
Corzine’s commitment to increasing
state aid and new limits on how much
local school budgets can increase from
one year to the next have made a big
difference this year and have contributed
to the dramatic rise in local support.”

“This year’s approval rate
represents a significant increase from
last year’s rate of 53.4 percent,” Mrs.
Davy said. “It also represents the
highest rate of voter approval since
2001, when 81.1 percent of voters
approved their local budgets.”

She said the Governor’s 2007-2008
budget contains the first increase in
state aid for most school districts in
five years. The $580 million increase
includes $61.9 million in additional
state funds to help underwrite local
costs for pensions, Social Security
and medical costs, which will total
$2.3 billion in the coming year.

State aid for education in the
coming year totals nearly $11 billion,
about one-third of the state’s budget
for the 2008 fiscal year.

Reported results do not include the
Somerset County districts of Bound
Brook and Manville and the Essex
County school district of Fairfield,

all of which experienced severe
flooding from the April 15 nor’easter
and received court permission to
postpone elections.

Because Fairfield also sends
students to West Essex regional public
schools, election results from that
school district will not be available
until Fairfield’s results are counted.

In addition to the base budgets,
voters approved 45 of 91 separate
ballot questions. Voter participation,
at 13.9 percent, dropped from 15.7
percent last year.

For election details, see nj.gov/
education/data/vote/07.

Two Rivers GOP
Honors MacRitchie

TWO RIVERS – The Two Rivers
Republican Conference honored Ken-
neth MacRitchie for his service on the
Westfield Town Council at a reception
on April 11 at the Shadowbrook Res-
taurant in Shrewsbury.

John Minton, Conference chairman,
presented Mr. MacRitchie with a
framed resolution from the state legis-
lature commemorating his service.

Mr. MacRitchie served on
Westfield’s council from 1990 to
1994. He chaired its solid waste com-
mittee in 1990 and its transportation,
parking and traffic committee from
1991 to 1994. He also represented
Westfield on the Union County
League of Municipalities and the
Community Development Block
Grant Commission.

Prior to his service on the council,
Mr. MacRitchie said, he wrote a pro-
posal to the council successfully ask-
ing it to repeal Westfield’s McCarthy-
era censorship ordinance and abolish
the town’s board of censors.

“I am pleased to be honored by an
organization with a reputation for
spotlessly clean integrity,” he said.

The Two Rivers Republican Con-
ference encompasses Fair Haven, Little
Silver, Oceanport, Red Bank, Rumson
and Tinton Falls in Monmouth County.

VFW Sets Award
Luncheon for May 6

GARWOOD  – Veterans of For-
eign Wars Post 6807 of Garwood
and Westfield and the Ladies Aux-
iliary will hold their annual Loy-
alty Day Awards Luncheon on
Sunday, May 6, at 1 p.m. at the
post home, located at 221 South
Avenue in Garwood.

They will present awards to
youth scholarship winners and
outstanding teacher, police of-
ficer, fire department and EMT
honorees.

A buffet luncheon will be
served. Tickets are $15 per per-
son; a cash bar will be available.
For tickets, call Dennis Clark at
(908) 247-5389 or Catherine
Madara at (908) 789-1108. Pro-
ceeds go to veterans, community
service programs and VFW PAC.
The groups appreciate donations.

PROUD ACCOMPLISHMENT…Union County Prosecutor Theodore Romankow
accepts an award from the Union County Educational Services Foundation on April
26 for his work in educating the public about Shaken Baby Syndrome.

Prosecutor Lauded for Work
On Shaken Baby Syndrome
AREA — Union County Prosecu-

tor Theodore Romankow’s work in
educating the public about Shaken
Baby Syndrome was recognized April
26 by the Union County Educational
Services Foundation, which honored
him at its annual awards dinner.

The UCESF is an organization dedi-
cated to raising funds for educational
programs and services to children
who are physically, socially, emo-
tionally or intellectually challenged.

As he accepted the award, Mr.
Romankow said he was humbled by
the recognition. “At the prosecutor’s
office, our main focus is prosecuting
crimes, but it’s not our only focus,” he
said. “If we can educate the public
about the dangers of Shaken Baby
Syndrome we can actually prevent
not only a crime, but a tragedy.”

During his tenure as prosecutor,
which began in 2002, Mr. Romankow
set in motion a program to educate
new parents, child-care providers and
babysitters about the growing epidemic
of death and disability suffered by
infants and small children who have
been shaken by caregivers. He said he
was able to enlist the services of law
enforcement, educators and govern-
ment officials, among others, to assist
in the education program.

In order to reach the youngest
caregivers, the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office requested and
received a grant from the New Jer-
sey State Bar Foundation to under-
write literature, educational films and
Shaken Baby Syndrome demonstra-
tion dolls to teach middle and high
school students throughout the
county about the dangers inherent in
shaking a baby.

But Mr. Romankow said he wanted
the education of new parents to begin
before the newborn is even taken home
from the hospital. The prosecutor’s
office then entered into an agreement
with the St. Barnabas Health Care
System to begin an educational pro-
gram for new parents and caregivers.

St. Barnabas has approximately
18,000 births in its member hospitals
per year. Mr. Romankow said his dream
is to expand the training programs to
every hospital in New Jersey.

He also created an anti-bullying
commission through the Union County
Human Relations Commission. Addi-
tionally, he has been an active advo-
cate for legislation and public educa-
tion about human trafficking.

Mr. Romankow said he has created
numerous educational programs to
increase awareness of gang activity.
He expanded the Police and Teens
Together Program, which provides
young people with an opportunity to
better understand the challenges po-
lice officers face. And for young
people who have already run afoul of
the law in minor ways, Mr. Romankow
has hosted Project Pride, which brings
them together with inmates from lo-
cal prisons who explain in graphic
detail how bad choices can ruin a life.

Prior to becoming prosecutor, Mr.
Romankow served two unexpired terms
on the Berkeley Heights Board of Edu-
cation. He also served as a Berkeley
Heights committeeman and was Ber-
keley Heights mayor from 1986 to 1987.
He is a graduate of Seton Hall Univer-
sity and the Rutgers School of Law.

Club Offers Variety
Of Outdoor Activities
COUNTY – The Union County

Hiking Club offers a variety of hik-
ing and bicycling activities, most of
which take place in central and north-
ern New Jersey. Annual membership
dues are $10. Guests are invited to
participate in several outings. For a
complimentary schedule, please call
(908) 527-4900.

An Affiliate of RWJ University Hospital Rahway

FEATURES & AMENITIES:
♦  150 Group Fitness

Classes offered each week
♦ Aquatic Center

Jr. Olympic Pool
Therapy & Spa Pools

♦ Personalized Programs
♦ Certified Trainers /

Exercise Physiologists
♦ Nurses
♦ Medical Advisory Board
♦ Full Service Day Spa
♦ Child Care
♦ Beautifully Appointed

Locker Rooms
♦ Sauna & Steamroom
♦ Aqua Therapy
♦  Physical/Occupational Therapy
♦ Cardiac Rehab Phase III
♦ Cooking Classroom
♦ Healthy Café

STATE-OF-THE-ART
EQUIPMENT:
♦ Treadmills
♦ Stair Steppers
♦ Upright/Recumbent Bikes
♦ Ellipticals
♦ Rowers
♦ Free Weights
♦ Selectorized Equipment
♦ Pilates Reformers
♦ Cybex
♦ Stretch Stations
♦ FreeMotion
♦ TechnoGym
♦ Kinesis
♦ HammerStrength
♦ Keiser
♦ LifeFitness
♦ Precor
♦ BodyMasters,
and much more..

EDUCATIONAL LECTURES
& PROGRAMS / SPECIALTY
PROGRAMS:
♦  Healthy Cooking Classes
♦ Nutritional Counseling
♦ Registered Dietician
♦ Adolescent Programs
♦ Speakers Bureau
♦ AED/CPR Training
♦ Physician Lectures
♦ Diabetes Education
♦ Health Screenings
♦ Stress Management
♦ Variety of Weight

Management Courses
♦ Wellness Health Fairs
♦ Youth Programs
♦ Parent & Me
♦ Swim Instruction
♦ Lifesaving Training

The area’s most comprehensive
fitness and wellness center

in Scotch Plains has everything
you need to stay healthy!

Experience what everyone
is talking about!

2120 Lamberts Mill Rd.  Scotch Plains  (908) 232-6100
Open Mon. thru Fri. 5 am to 11 pm, Sat. & Sun. 7 am to 7 pm

See the difference in us.
Feel the difference in you!
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

The Board of Adjustment of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on May
14, 2007 in Council Chambers in the Mu-
nicipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey at 7:30 p.m. to hear
and consider the following appeals for
variance(s) from the requirements of the
Westfield Land Use Ordinance.

Tim Van Epp and Barbara Wong, 630
Glen Avenue, Applicant seeks an exten-
sion of approval of variance contrary to
Section 7.01G of the Land Use Ordinance.
Ordinance requires that construction, al-
teration or use, shall have been actually
commenced within twelve (12) months of
the date of resolution of approval of the
variance. Date of resolution of approval of
variance was February 9, 2006. Applicant
was granted approval of variance relief
from the requirements of Section 11.09E6,
12.03D & 12.04F1 of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Ordinance requires a minimum
side yard setback of 10 feet. Proposed is
8.6 feet. Ordinance requires a minimum
front yard setback of 53 feet, 10 inches
(E.F.Y.D.). Present and proposed is 50
feet. Ordinance requires a maximum build-
ing coverage of 20%. Proposed is 21.35%.

David Barbosa, 400 East Dudley Av-
enue, Applicant seeks permission to re-
tain a portion of the additional paved area
and to erect a deck contrary to the to
Sections 12.04G, 12.04F1, 11.08E5,
11.08E6, and 11.08E7 of the Land Use
Ordinance. Ordinance allows a maximum
all improvement coverage of 50%. Present
is 60.7%. Proposed is 62.4%. Ordinance
allows a maximum coverage by buildings
and above ground structures of 20%.
Present is 40.5%. Proposed is 45.4%.
Ordinance requires a street side yard set-
back of 20 feet. Present is 9.7 feet. Pro-
posed is 9.7 feet. Ordinance requires a
side yard setback of 10 feet. Present is 4
feet. Proposed is 4 feet. Ordinance re-
quires a minimum rear yard setback of 35
Feet. Present is + 32 feet. Proposed is +25
feet.

H. Christopher & Patricia DeCotiis,
508 North Chestnut Street, Applicant
seeks permission to retain an existing
non-conforming patio contrary to Section
13.02H1 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordi-
nance allows patios to be located in the
rear and side yards. Present and pro-
posed is a portion of the patio in the front
yard.

Janet Smith, 202 West Dudley Av-
enue, Applicant seeks permission to re-
tain an existing 6 foot fence contrary to
Section 12.07C of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Ordinance allows a maximum fence

height on the side yard of a corner lot of 4
feet. Present and proposed is 6 feet.

Ross and Debra Avidon, 303 Scotch
Plains Avenue, Applicant seeks permis-
sion to construct a second and third floor
addition contrary to Sections 11.09E6, and
13.02H6 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordi-
nance requires a side yard setback of 10
feet. Present is 7.11 feet. Proposed is 7.11
feet. Ordinance requires a setback for AC
condensers of 5 feet. Proposed is 4 feet.

James & Annamarie Kossler, 250
Canterbury Road, Applicant seeks per-
mission to construct a fist floor addition
contrary to Section 12.04F1 of the Land
Use Ordiance. Ordinance requires a maxi-
mum coverage by buildings and
aboveground structures of 20%. Present
is 19.04%. Proposed is 20.8%.

Joseph & Sandra Alfano, 112 Linden
Avenue, Applicant seeks permission to
construct a first floor addition contrary to
Section 12.04F1 of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Ordinance allows a maximum cov-
erage by buildings and aboveground struc-
tures of 20% or 1,873.9 square feet.
Present is 19% or 1,784 square feet. Pro-
posed is 22.2% or 2,077 square feet.

Glenn & MaryBeth DeBrueys, 940
Kimball Avenue, Applicant seeks per-
mission to construct a trellis and pergola
structure and to increase the area of the
paved driveway contrary to Sections
13.01B and 12.04G of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Ordinance requires a distance of
accessory structures to the principal struc-
ture of 15 feet. Proposed is + 3 inches.
Ordinance allows a maximum coverage
by improvements of 30% / 7,916 square
feet. Proposed is 31.2% / 8,250 square
feet.

Coldwater Creek, 126 Central Avenue,
Applicant seeks approval to install wall
signs on the exterior of the building con-
trary to Sections 16.04E, 16.04E2b,
16.04E2c, of the Land Use Ordinance.
Ordinance allows 2 signs. Proposed are 3
signs. Ordinance allows a maximum height
of signs of 12 feet. Proposed is 14 feet.
Ordinance allows a horizontal dimension
of signs of 10 feet. Proposed is 13 feet, 7
1/8 inches.

Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropri-
ate.

Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Kathleen A. Nemeth
Secretary, Board of Adjustment
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PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF EDUCATION

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Sealed proposals will be received by the
Board of Education of the Westfield School
District, Union County, New Jersey, at the
Board of Education, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, for the following
supplies, equipment or services:

BID FOR:
B08-09 TREE TRIMMING AND

REMOVAL FOR THE
WESTFIELD SCHOOL DISTRICT

2007-2008 SCHOOL YEAR

BIDS DUE:
MAY 31, 2007 AT 2:00 PM

The bids will be received at the Admin-
istration Building, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090, on the date
and at the time indicated, and then publicly
opened and read aloud.

Bids must be in strict compliance with
specifications. Specifications may be se-
cured from, Purchasing Office 302 Elm
Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090 (908)
789-4407. Bids must be made on the
proposal forms in the manner designated.
Proposals must be endorsed on the out-
side of the sealed envelope, with the name
of the bidder, the bidder’s address and the
name of the supplies, equipment, or ser-
vices for which the bid is submitted. It is
understood and agreed that proposals may
be delivered before the time or at the place
specified for opening. The Board of Edu-
cation assumes no responsibility for bids
mailed or misdirected in delivery. No bids
shall be received after the time desig-
nated.

Bidding shall be in conformance with the
applicable requirements of
N.J.S.A.18A:18A-1 et.seq., pertaining to
the “Public School Contracts Law”.

The Board of Education of the Town of
Westfield, in Union County, New Jersey,
reserves the right to reject any or all bids
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-2(s), (t), (x),
(y), 18A:18A-4(a), 18A:18A-22, and to
waive any informalities. The Board further
reserves the right to take such alternates
as they deem appropriate, and in any
order that the Board feels may be in the
best interest of theWestfield Public School
District.

All bidders are required to comply with
the requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et.
seq., Affirmative Action Against Discrimi-
nation and N.J.A.C. 17:27 et. seq.

Corporate bidders are required by law
(Chapter 33, Laws of 1977) to submit a list
of names and addresses of all stockhold-
ers owning 10% or more of their stock.

A Non-Collusion Affidavit and a Con-
tractor Questionnaire/Certification also
must be filed with the bid. The bid package
will also include other documents that must
be completed and returned with the bid.
Failure to comply with Instructions to Bid-
ders and to complete and submit all re-
quired forms, may be cause for disqualifi-
cation and rejection of the bid.

All bidders shall submit with their bid
package a copy of the New Jersey Busi-
ness Registration Certificate as issued by
the Department of Treasury of the State of
New Jersey. (N.J.S.A. 52:32-44)

BIDDERS NOTE: BIDDERS NOTE: Bid
security is waived for this bid proposal

By order of the Town of Westfield Board
of Education, Union County, New Jersey.

Robert A. Berman
Board Secretary
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS

ORDINANCE NO: 649-2007
INTRO: 4/26/2007

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the following proposed Ordinance was introduced and passed on the first reading at a Regular
Meeting of the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County of Union, New Jersey held on the 26th day of April, 2007 and said Ordinance
will be taken up for further consideration for final passage at a meeting of said Board to be held at its meeting room in the Administration
Building, Elizabeth, New Jersey, on the 10th day of May 2007, at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as said matter can be reached, at
which time and place all persons who may be interested therein will be given an opportunity to be heard concerning same.

A copy of this Ordinance has been posted on the Bulletin Board upon which public notices are customarily posted in the Union County
Administration Building of the County of Union and a copy is available up to and including the time of such meeting to the members
of the general public of the County who shall request such copies, at the Office of the Clerk of the Board of Chosen Freeholders in said
Administration Building, Elizabeth, New Jersey.

Nicole L. DiRado Clerk of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

AN ORDINANCE SETTING FEES FOR UNION COUNTY PARK FACILITIES FOR THE YEAR 2007

BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County of Union as follows:
1.  That the schedule of fees attached hereto are hereby adopted as the official fees for the use of all County Park Facilities.
2.  That this Ordinance shall take effect at the time and manner provided by law.
3.  That the Clerk of the Board be and is hereby authorized and directed to publish the required notice in the appropriate newspaper

of such introduction and of a public hearing on May 10, 2007 and shall forward one certified copy, upon final passage, to each Clerk
of all Municipalities located within the County of Union.

4.  That the plans pertinent to this Ordinance are on file in the Clerk of the Board’s Office.

SUMMARY OF PARKS & RECREATION PROPOSED FEE INCREASES FOR 2007
Bold - Indicates increase in fee from previous year

TRAILSIDE NATURE & SCIENCE CENTER 2006 2007 PROPOSED
GROUP PROGRAMS: County Out-of-County County Out-of-County
Pre-first grade, ages 3-6 (Up to 12) 45 minutes $25.00 $30.00 $35.00 $45.00
School & Community (Up to 25) 60 minutes $25.00 $30.00 $50.00 $60.00
In 2007, programs will be increased by 15 minutes - schools no charge as part of Freeholder initiative
Youth Groups - Grades 1 and up (up to 25) 90 minutes $40.00 $50.00 $60.00 $70.00

2 hours n/a n/a $85.00 $95.00
Birthday parties - ages 5 and up (up to 14) 45 minutes $45.00 $55.00 $60.00 $70.00
Birthday party room rental 30 minutes $30.00 $40.00 $40.00 $50.00
Scouts (up to 14) 60 minutes $22.00 $22.00 $30.00 $30.00
In 2007 program time increased by 15 minutes
Adults (up to 25) 60 minutes $40.00 $50.00 $50.00 $60.00
In 2007 program time increased by 15 minutes

OFF-SITE PROGRAMS: (Nov.1-Apr.1) County Out-of-County County Out-of-County
1. Classroom programs or TREE VAN - Union County & towns
within a 10 mile radius-Grades 1 and up only - program time
increased in 2007 to 60 minutes - limited availability! $60.00 $60.00$75.00 $100.00
2. Assembly programs - Union County & towns within a 10 mile
radius  - Up to 200 people — program time increased in 2007
to 60 minutes $160.00 $160.00 $175.00 $200.00
Union County & towns within a 25 mile radius - 45 minutes $75.00 $85.00 $75.00 $100.00

ROOM AND OTHER RENTALS: W/D W/E
Auditorium Auditorium

County Out-of-County County Out-of-County
Corporations & For Profit Groups (up to 230) 60 minutes $40.00 $55.00 $80.00 $110.00
Non-profit Organizations (up to 230) 60 minutes $25.00 $35.00 $50.00 $80.00

Classroom Classroom
Corporations & For Profit Groups 60 minutes $30.00 N/A $50.00 $80.00
Non-profit Organizations 60 minutes $20.00 $30.00 $30.00 $60.00

SUMMER PROGRAMS: fee is per person unless noted County Out-of-County County Out-of-County
Pre-school - camp
   combo camp program (up to 14) 10 hours $68.00 $85.00 $80.00 $100.00
   combo camp program w/Session E (up to 14) 12 hours $83.00 $104.00 $95.00 $125.00
*1-6 Grade camp - single (up to 14) 20 hours $112.00 $140.00 $120.00 $150.00
   combo camp program (up to 14) 35 hours $260.00 $325.00 $280.00 $350.00
Non-refundable camp deposit $25.00 $25.00 $30.00 $30.00
Tuesday Family programs (up to 30) 1 hour $5.00 $6.00 $6.00 $7.00
Friday Family programs (up to 30) 1 hour $4.00 $5.00 $6.00 $7.00
Family Camp out (up to 25) 8+ hours $15/person $20/person $20/person $25/person
*A fee will be added to sessions with van field trips and will be based on the cost of the trip

WATCHUNG STABLES
Miscellaneous County Out-of-County County Out-of-County
Assembly Room rental fee (per hour) $40.00 N/A $50.00 $60.00

Reservation Fees:
Athletic Fields (per 3 hrs/baseball & softball; 2 hrs/soccer) County Out/County County Out/County
Youth N/C $6/$600 max. N/C $8/$800max
Adult $6/$600max $12/$1200max $8/$800max

$16/$1600max
Lighted Baseball Field (Warinanco Park) @ $30/hr for min 3 hrs $75.00 $150.00 $90.00 $180.00
Lighted Soccer Field (Mattano Park) @ $30/hr for min 2 hrs $50.00 $100.00 $60.00 $120.00
Cricket Field -  full day permit $20.00 $30.00

PERMITS: (daily rates)
Picnics   up to 99 people $25.00 $50.00 $30.00 $60.00
     100 to 199 $50.00 $100.00 $55.00 $110.00
     200 to 299 $75.00 $150.00 $80.00 $160.00
     (300 or more is classified as a special event and subject to those applicable fees)

DAY CAMPS
Non-profit organizations County Out/County County Out/County
     Up to 100 campers weekly fee $75.00 $150.00 $75.00 $150.00
     101 to 200 campers weekly fee $100.00 $200.00 $100.00 $200.00
     Over 201 campers weekly fee $125.00 $250.00 $125.00 $250.00
Commercial Enterprises
     Up to 100 campers weekly fee $30/day $60/day $35/day $70/day
     101 to 200 campers weekly fee $40/day $80/day $45/day $90/day
     Over 201 campers weekly fee $50/day $100/day $55/day $110/day

Portable Bandwagon and Stage: Portal to Portal - 2 men unless otherwise noted. In-County use only
Rental Fee* $85/hr   $340 minimum $95/hr   $380 minimum
Cancellation Fee $50.00 $65.00
Addt’l Stage Platforms (requires 2 addt’l workers)* $65/hr   $260 minimum $70/hr   $280 minimum
All Bandwagon/stage rentals subject to cost for police coverage if deemed necessary by the Union County Police.
*New in 2007, these rentals are subject to NJ State sales tax. All rentals are four hour minimum.

1 T - 5/3/07, The Leader Fee: $243.27

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 4/26/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-456
amending (Resolution No. 2000-703)
AWARDED TO: F.X. Browne, Inc.,

Landsdale, Pennsylvania
SERVICES: for the scope of services,

project schedule, professional lake and
watershed management consultant ser-
vices at Upper Echo Lake, Moxon Pond
and along the stream which connects them.

COSTS: in an additional amount of
$51,000 for a new total contract amount
not to exceed $117,800.

Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders

1 T - 5/3/07, The Leader Fee: $23.46

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 4/26/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(M) and in accordance with the
requirements for extraordinary,
unspecificable services. This contract and
the resolution authorizing it are available
for public inspection in the Office of the
Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION No: 2007- 442
AWARED TO: Hartford Insurance

Group, Rockaway, New Jersey
SERVICES: Renewing the travel Acci-

dent Policy for Volunteers and Supervi-
sors

PERIOD: April 1, 2007-March 31, 2008
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed

$1,422. (Increase of $948 due to in-
crease coverage)

AWARED TO: Princeton Insurance
Company, Princeton, New Jersey

SERVICES: Renewing the Professional
Malpractice Liability Police for Dr.
Raymond Lanza, D.O.,

PERIOD: May 1, 2007-April 30, 2008
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed

$18,262.09 ($1,000 increase)

AWARED TO: Lloyd’s of London In-
surance Company Paramus, New Jer-
sey

SERVICES: Renewing the Lawyer’s
Professional Liability Policy for the
Prosecutor’s Office

PERIOD: May 1, 2007-April 30, 2008
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed

$107,484 (No increase)
Nicole L. DiRado

Clerk of the Board of Freeholders
1 T - 5/3/07, The Leader Fee: $37.74

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 4/26/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary,
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a)(ii). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it are available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-457
amending (Resolution No. 2007-238)
AWARDED TO: Funeral Services of

New Jersey, Inc., Hillside, New Jersey
SERVICES: was based upon the rec-

ommendations of the review committee
on the request for proposal (RFP)

PERIOD: January 1, 2007-January 31,
2008

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$70,000.

Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders

1 T - 5/3/07, The Leader Fee: $23.46

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 4/26/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-433
amending (Resolution No. 2006-1248)

AWARDED TO: USA Architects Plan-
ners Somerville, New Jersey

SERVICES: to provide additional archi-
tectural services to Runnells Specialized
Hospital

PERIOD: January 1, 2007-December
31, 2007

COSTS: in an additional amount of
$18,700 for a new total contract amount of
$118,700.

Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders

1 T - 5/3/07, The Leader Fee: $23.46

HELP WANTED

Established Northern NJ Limo
Service needs experienced
owner/operators in Union County.
Black Lincoln Town Car, 2004 or
newer. Call Mon-Fri, 8am-6pm

(973) 812-2981

OFFICE MGR / CUSTOMER SVC

Office Manager with strong
customer service skills needed
for large European saddle
company. Responsibilities include
managing the US satellite office
and small warehouse in New
Jersey. Must be able to work
independently with minimal
direction answering phones,
fulfilling orders, trouble shooting
customer service issues and some
shipping of orders. You must be
responsible, have a positive
outlook and be a well organized
individual who can multi task and
deal well with customers calling
from around the US. Some
knowledge of horses and English
riding required.

Please fax resume to
(973) 275-1222 or

email info@laselleria.com
Salary commensurate with

experience.

LIFEGUARDS

Pools in Scotch Plains,
Edison & Piscataway.

(908) 684-1080
ClearBluePoolManagement.com

HAIRDRESSERS EXPERIENCED

F/T-P/T NJ Licensed Hairdressers
with exp. & following needed for
Clark Salon to help with growing
business. Knowledge of hair
color, up dos & chemical work
helpful. Flexible hrs & friendly
atmosphere. Possible benefits.

Call (908) 561-6417

SUN FILLED ROOMS!!

WESTFIELD
Elegant Center Hall Traditional,
13Rms, 5Brs, 3.5 baths, FamRm
& Master suite fireplaces, detail
includes marble tile, hw floors,
custom millwork, stone and
hardiboard exterior. Builders
close-out! immediate occupancy!
offered at $1,399,000.

ERA Village Green Realtors
(732) 381-7477

HELP WANTED

Prudential NJ Properties’
Westfield Office is hiring full-time
agents, both new and exp-
erienced. Corporate training
program/in-house training. Call
Margie for confidential interview
at (908) 232-5664, ext. 103.

HOUSE CLEANING

Experienced, responsible
Polish woman will clean your
house for reasonable prices.

Free estimates.
Call Urszula (732) 388-2355

ORGANIC HOME CLEANING

We use only organic products to
clean your home, for a safe &
healthy environment. For more
info & to set up an appointment,
please call Diana (908) 347-8775.

CLASSIFIEDS

See MORE CLASSIFIEDS on Page 25

NEW LEADERSHIP…Robin McHugh, Trinitas Hospital’s new  Auxiliary chair-
woman, welcomed James Dunleavy, director of rehabilitation services at Trinitas,
who recently presented a “Fitness Over 50” program for members of the auxiliary.

Great Swamp Hike to be
Held by Club on May 9

SECURITY TRAINING…Westfield officials receive Department of Homeland
Security training on April 26 at the John H. Stamler Police Academy in Scotch
Plains. Pictured, left to right, are: Town Administrator James Gildea, Council-
man Mark Ciarrocca, Mayor Andrew Skibitsky, Fire Chief Dan Kelly, Police
Chief John Parizeau and Police Captain David Wayman.

AREA – The Sierra Club Loantaka
Group, which serves Union and Mor-
ris Counties, and the Great Swamp
Morris County Parks Commission
will host a one-hour guided hike of
the Great Swamp Orange Trail on
Wednesday, May 9. All are invited to
participate.

The hike will start at 7:30 p.m. at
the Great Swamp Outdoor Education
Center, located on Southern Boule-
vard in Chatham Township. Jenny

Gaus, a Great Swamp naturalist and
educator, will lead the hike.

During the hike, participants will
learn about the plants and wildlife
of the Great Swamp; how the Great
Swamp Wildlife Refuge was
formed and the benefits of having
the refuge in the vicinity. After the
hike, attendees will have an oppor-
tunity to visit the exhibits at the
Outdoor Education Center. For
more information, please contact
Paul at (908) 233-2414 or e-mail
loantaka@comcast.net.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the PLAN-
NING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD after public hearing on March
28, 2007 subdivision was denied for prop-
erty located at 174 Burns Way, Fanwood,
New Jersey being Block 103, Lot 24.

Documents pertaining to this applica-
tion are available for public inspection at
Borough Hall during normal business
hours.

Mr. Richard Cohen
Leib, Kraus, Grispin & Roth

328 Park Avenue
PO Box 310

Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
For

Matthew & Maryann Ziolkowski
174 Burns Way

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 5/3/07, The Times Fee: $19.89

FEMA Inspectors Begin
Visits to Flood Areas

AREA – Inspectors from the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) began damage assessments
tours to New Jersey homeowners and
renters this past weekend following
the nor’easter of April 15 and 16.

“We are working quickly to meet
the needs of residents who have lost so
much,” said Federal Coordinating Of-
ficer Peter Martinasco. “When an in-
spector calls, the registrant can speed
the assistance process by setting up an
appointment for as soon as possible.”

After residents register with FEMA,
inspectors visit homes by appoint-
ment only. When the inspector calls,
registrants should provide clear, ac-
curate directions to the damaged prop-
erty and a current telephone number
where they can be reached. A street
address is needed. Post office box
addresses should not be used.

“All FEMA inspectors carry proper
identification and you should ask to
see it,” said Lieutenant George
Georgeles, Director of the New Jer-
sey Office of Emergency Manage-
ment. “If you have already begun
cleanup or repairs to your home, show
the inspector what you have done,
and, if you have it, provide documen-

tation of the work, such as photos,
contractor estimates and receipts.”

The FEMA inspection is free and
takes 30 to 40 minutes, and consists
of inspecting all areas of the home
and personal property.

Homeowners, renters and business
owners who had flood losses, and
haven’t registered yet, should call the
Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) registration line at
1-800-621-FEMA (3362) to apply for
disaster aid.  Registration is required
to get assistance. Individuals with
hearing or speech impairments should
call (TTY) 1-800-462-7585. Phone
lines are open from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.
daily. Registration can also be com-
pleted at fema.gov.

Individuals who complete the Small
Business Administration (SBA) loan
application may be eligible for assis-
tance that covers structural damage,
personal property, vehicle repair or
replacement. Applicants who receive
SBA loan applications must submit
them to SBA loan officers to be eli-
gible for assistance that covers per-
sonal property, vehicle repair or re-
placement, and moving and storage
expenses.

ELIZABETH – Trinitas Hospital
and the Auxiliary of Trinitas Hospital
has announced its new leadership.
Members of the Executive Commit-
tee include: Auxiliary Chairwoman,
Robin McHugh of Roselle; First Vice
Chairwoman, Sister Clare Maureen

Tracy; Recording Secretary, Virginia
Busch; Corresponding Secretary,
Marion Warren, and Treasurer, Jack
Busch, all of Elizabeth.

Other board members include:
Anne Aselin, Elinor Blore, Josephine
DeSimone, Arlene Horan, Anna
Marie Kitzler, Stephanie Laucius,
Dorothy Luttgens, Eileen Manning,
June Mosse, Roslyn Schwartzberg,
Barbara Spital, Liz Weishapl and
Bette Weiss. Members of the hospi-
tal staff who also serve on the board
include: Nadine Brechner, execu-
tive director, Trinitas Health Foun-
dation; Trinitas Hospital President
and Chief Executive Officer Gary
Horan; Lisa Liss, director of volun-
teer services, and Dee Risko, auxil-
iary coordinator.

For more information about the
Trinitas Hospital Auxiliary or to vol-
unteer, call (908) 994 – 8988.

Trinitas Auxiliary Names
New Leadership Team

Legal Advertising
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625

Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59
A.M. on 5/15/07, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the TRAINING ROOM-B, 2nd Floor E &O Building,
New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey
08625; for:

Bridge Preventive Maintenance Contract 2007, Route 78, Warren, Hunterdon,
Somerset, Union, and Essex Counties; 100 % State; DP  NO: 06403

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27. Pursuant to P.L. 2005, C. 51 the awarded bidder must provide a completed
Contractor Certification and Disclosure of Political Contribution Form(s) within
fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders must
be registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue,
Business Registration, as of the date of bids.  The awarded bidder must provide proof of
valid business registration within fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to the
“Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c.
91), all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of
Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time if bid. The awarded bidder must provide proof
of PWCR within fourteen (14) days from the award date.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 4/19/07, 4/26/07 and 5/3/07, The Leader Fee: $198.30

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

NOTICE OF EQUIPMENT AUCTION

THE FOLLOWING EQUIPMENT, LOCATED AT 959 NORTH AVENUE, WESTFIELD,
NEW JERSEY, WILL BE UP FOR AUCTION. THE EQUIPMENT, WHICH IS BEING
SOLD “AS IS, WHERE IS,” MAY BE SEEN AND INSPECTED ON MONDAY, MAY 14,
2007, FROM 8:00 AM TO 4:00 PM, AND TUESDAY, MAY 15, 2007, FROM 8:00 AM
UNTIL SALE TIME WHICH IS 9 AM.

ITEM
NO. YEAR MAKE DESCRIPTION MILEAGE CONDITION MIN. BID

1 1987 GMC ½ Ton Pick-Up 141,955 Blown Engine $50.00

2 1989 Chevy Caprice 54,701 Runs OK $100.00

3 1995 Chevy Caprice 128,803 Blown $100.00
Transmission

4 1995 Chevy Caprice 115,596 Bad pump, $200.00
does not steer

5 1995 Mazda Protege 36,631 Runs OK $50.00

6 1996 Chevy Corsica 73,060 Bad water pump, $150.00
no front Brakes

7 1996 Chevy Geo 27,387 Runs OK $100.00

8 1997 Ford Crown Victoria 64,805 Rotted frame $100.00

9 1993 Jeep Cherokee 93,206 Runs OK $50.00

10 1986 Brush Bandit     Chipper Broken Axle, $50.00
missing wheel

11 1947 Nelson Snow Loader Does not run $25.00

12 1948 Nelson Snow Loader Does not run $25.00
1 T - 5/3/07, The Leader Fee: $56.10

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625

Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59
A.M. on 5/17/07, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the TRAINING ROOM-B, 2nd Floor E &O Building,
New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey
08625; for:

Route I-278 - Jurisdiction Resurfacing Contract No. 000064150; From East of
Route US 1&9 to the Port Authority of NY-NJ, City of Linden & Elizabeth,

Union County; 100 % State; DP  NO: 07126

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27. Pursuant to P.L. 2005, C. 51 the awarded bidder must provide a completed
Contractor Certification and Disclosure of Political Contribution Form(s) within
fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders must
be registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue,
Business Registration, as of the date of bids.  The awarded bidder must provide proof of
valid business registration within fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to the
“Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c.
91), all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of
Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time if bid. The awarded bidder must provide proof
of PWCR within fourteen (14) days from the award date.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 4/19/07, 4/26/07 and 5/3/07, The Leader Fee: $205.02

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

INVITATION TO BID

Sealed proposals will be received by the
Town of Westfield in the Council Cham-
bers at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at
10:00 AM prevailing time on Tuesday,
May 22, 2007 for the

“2007 SIDEWALK REPLACE-
MENT PROGRAM IN THE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD, NEW
JERSEY”.

The work under this Proposal includes
the furnishing of all labor, materials and
equipment necessary to complete the work
as described in the Contract Specifica-
tions, and Proposals shall be in accor-
dance with such Specifications and the
terms proposed in the Contract.

The major items under this contract in-
clude the following in estimated quantities:

50 lineal feet of granite block curb
7,300 square feet of concrete sidewalk

(4 inches thick)
1,100 square feet of concrete sidewalk

(6 inches thick)
Reset 150 lineal feet of bluestone side-

walk
400 square feet of new bluestone side-

walk-minimum 2 inches thick
All bidders must submit with their bid

a copy of their New Jersey Business
Registration Certificate. Failure to sub-
mit proof of registration will disqualify
the bid.

The successful bidder shall start con-
struction ten (10) days after notice of award
of Contract is given, and shall complete all
work within ninety (90) calendar days after
notice to proceed.

Proposals shall be in writing on the forms
furnished and must be delivered at the
place and before the hour above men-
tioned, and must be accompanied by a
certified check or bid bond payable to the
Town of Westfield in an amount equal to at
least ten percent (10%) of the base amount
of the bid, but not less than $500.00 nor
more than $20,000.00. Each bid must also
be accompanied by a Surety Company
Certificate stating that said Surety com-
pany will provide the bidder with the re-
quired Performance bond in the full amount
of the Contract, by a Non-Collusion Affida-
vit and a Contractor’s Qualification State-
ment, Statement of Ownership, on the
forms included in and explained in the
contract documents.

Bidders must be in compliance with all
provisions of Chapter 127 P. L. 1975
supplement to the law against discrimina-
tion (Affirmative Action) and must pay
workmen the prevailing wage rates pro-
mulgated by the New Jersey State Depart-
ment of Labor and Industry for this project,
copies of which are on file in the Office of
the Town Engineer.

Plans and specifications may be seen or
procured ($25.00) at the office of the Town
Engineer, Public Works Center, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey.  The
Mayor and Council reserve the right to
reject any bid, and to waive any informality
in any bid, if in the interest of the Town, it
is deemed advisable to do so.

Kenneth B. Marsh
Town Engineer

1 T - 5/3/07, The Leader Fee: $64.77

PUBLIC NOTICE

BOARD OF EDUCATION
OF THE

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD,
SCHOOL DISTRICT

UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT
sealed bids will be received by the Board
of Education of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
School District, Evergreen Avenue and
Cedar Street, Scotch Plains, 07076, Union
County, New Jersey, for the following to
be received at the prevailing time(s):

CUSTODIAL SUPPLIES
MAY 17, 2007 at 10:00 a.m.

and will be publicly opened and read
immediately thereafter.

Bids must be made on the proposal
forms in the manner designated, enclosed
in a separate sealed envelope with name
and address of bidder and work bid upon
noted on the outside, and must be accom-
panied by a Certified Check, Cashier’s
Check or Bid Bond drawn to the order of
the Board of Education for not less than
ten percent (10%) of the amount of the bid,
but in no case in excess of $20,000.00,
and must be delivered to the Secretary of
the Board of Education, or the Board’s
designated representative at the above
place on or before the hour named.  The
Board of Education assumes no responsi-
bility for bids mailed or misdirected in de-
livery.

No bid may be withdrawn for a period of
sixty (60) days after the date set for the
opening thereof.

The right is reserved to reject any or all
bids or waive informality in the bidding if it
is in the interest of the Board of Education
to do so.

Bidding shall be in conformance with the
applicable requirements of N.J.S.A.
18A:18A-1 et seq., pertaining to the “Pub-
lic School Contracts Law.”

All bidders are placed on notice that they
are required to comply with the require-
ments of P.L. 1975, Chapter 127.

Specifications and full information may
be obtained upon request at the Business
Office of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education, Evergreen Avenue & Cedar
Street, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, 07076.

BY ORDER OF THE BOARD OF EDU-
CATION OF THE SCOTCH PLAINS-
FANWOOD SCHOOL DISTRICT

UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
Anthony Del Sordi, Board Secretary

1 T - 5/3/07, The Times Fee: $50.49

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625

Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59
A.M. on 5/24/07, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the TRAINING ROOM-B, 2nd Floor E &O Building,
New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey
08625; for:

Maintenance Roadway Repair Contract No. 161, North - 2007; Route 22 EB,
Union County; 100 % State; DP  NO: 07417

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27. Pursuant to P.L. 2005, C. 51 the awarded bidder must provide a completed
Contractor Certification and Disclosure of Political Contribution Form(s) within
fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders must
be registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue,
Business Registration, as of the date of bids.  The awarded bidder must provide proof of
valid business registration within fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to the
“Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c.
91), all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of
Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time if bid. The awarded bidder must provide proof
of PWCR within fourteen (14) days from the award date.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 5/3/07, 5/10/07 and 5/17/07, The Leader Fee: $198.90

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625

Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59
A.M. on 5/8/07, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the TRAINING ROOM-B, 2nd Floor E &O Building,
New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey
08625; for:

Long-Life Pavement Marking Contract, North - 2006; Routes US 1, NJ 3, NJ 4,
NJ 5, NJ 7, US 9W, NJ 17, NJ 21, NJ 24, NJ 31, NJ 57, NJ 81, NJ 93, NJ 94, NJ
124, NJ 159, NJ 161, NJ 169, US 202, US 206 & NJ 439, Counties of Sussex,

Morris, Passaic, Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Union and Part of Warren;
Federal Project No: STP-B00S (213); DP  NO: 06434

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27.

For Federal projects, Bidders must register with both the New Jersey Department of
Treasury, Division of Revenue, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, AND the “Public Works
Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c. 91) prior to
contract execution. Appropriate proof of these registrations should be provided to
NJDOT as soon as possible.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be inspected (BUT NOT OB-
TAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field Offices at the following
locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 4/19/07, 4/26/07 and 5/3/07, The Leader Fee: $198.30

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 4/26/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-455
amending (Resolution No. 2006-645)
AWARDED TO: Nicholas J. Netta Ar-

chitects, Springfield, New Jersey
SERVICES: for additional designs ser-

vices for the new prep kitchen floor coating
system and shower stall renovations at
the Oriscello Correction Facility.

COSTS: in an additional amount of
$6,190 for a new contract amount not to
exceed $140,690.

Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders

1 T - 5/3/07, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice if hereby given that the PLAN-
NING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD, after public hearing on March
28, 2007, granted variance relief for an
existing rear yard setback at 78 Waldon
Road, Fanwood, New Jersey, being Block
46, Lot 1.

Documents pertaining to this applica-
tion are available for public inspection at
Borough Hall during normal business
hours.

Mr. Christopher Myers
78 Waldon Road

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 5/3/07, The Times Fee: $15.81

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 4/26/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-432
AWARDED TO: Yuri Mazur, M.D.,

Laurence Harbor, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide professional ser-

vices for the residents/patients at Runnells
Specialized Hospital.

PERIOD: May 1, 2007-April 30, 2008
COSTS: in the amount of $12,000.

Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders

1 T - 5/3/07, The Leader Fee: $20.40

LEARNING ABOUT NATURE…On April 18, Scotch Plains-Fanwood Troop
417 visited the newly renovated Trailside Nature and Science Center in Watchung
Reservation, Mountainside. The Brunner Elementary third Graders participated
in Trailside’s Animal Architecture Program. The one-hour program was pre-
sented by Becky Novorro (pictured center, kneeling), one of naturalists on
Trailside’s staff. By completing the program, the Brownies were able to earn their
Watching Wildlife Try-it badge. Trailside offers numerous programs to meet
scouts’ badge requirements.

Salvation Army Offers
Mother’s Day Special
AREA -- The Salvation Army’s

New Jersey Division is offering two
things for the price of one this Moth-
ers’ Day, Sunday, May 13. ProFlowers
and Community Plus will donate
$7.50 to The Salvation Army for each
specially advertised flower order of
18 assorted roses priced at $29.99,
plus shipping. The vase is free.

Visit salvationarmynewjersey.org to
place an order. For more information,
call Tricia Pellegrini at divisional head-
quarters at (908) 851-8227.

DEP Honors Historic
Preservation Advocates

TRENTON – The Department of
Environmental Protection’s Office of
Historic Preservation and the New
Jersey Historic Sites Council hon-
ored individuals, groups and agen-
cies working to preserve the state’s
historic resources during a celebra-
tion of National Preservation Month
at a ceremony held April 28 at the
Statehouse.

This year’s National Preservation
Month is titled “Making Preserva-
tion Work.” The organizations rec-
ognized: Carolyn Lydon, outstand-
ing volunteer contributions, Reeves-
Reed Arboretum of Summit; county
bridge rehabilitation, Raritan Bor-
ough and Hillsborough; Ellis Island
ferry building restoration, Jersey
City; Eversole Hall House restora-
tion, Readington Township
(Whitehouse Station); Felician Col-
lege exterior restoration of Iviswold,
The Castle, Rutherford; Madison
Railroad Station historic rehabilita-
tion, Madison; Newark City Hall
exterior restoration, Newark;
Roebling Mansion rehabilitation,
Trenton, and Woodrow Wilson
House rehabilitation, Princeton.

MOTHER NATURE CALLS…Rep. Mike Ferguson (R-7th, New Providence)
visited McKinley Elementary School in Westfield on April 27 to join the students
and faculty in celebrating Arbor Day. Due to inclement weather, the tree plating
ceremony was moved indoors, where Mr. Ferguson talked to about 400 students
about the importance of helping the environment.

Stender to Take Part
In Global Warming Panel

Disregarding Crossing
Guards Could Be Costly

TRENTON – Legislation spon-
sored by Assemblyman Ronald
Dancer (LD-30, Jackson Township)
and Assemblyman Eric Munoz (LD-
21, Summit) that would establish pen-
alties for failing to comply with a
school crossing guard’s signal to stop,
has been approved by the General
Assembly.

Currently, there is no penalty for
violating the directions of a school
crossing guard, Mr. Munoz said.

“The safety of our children must
always be our first priority,” Mr.
Munoz said. “This legislation sends a
message to all drivers that they can-
not blatantly disregard a crossing
guard’s directions because if they do,

they will be held accountable.”
“It’s a very important bill,” said

June Stark, a school crossing guard
for the Borough of Roselle Park.
“There are drivers who totally disre-
gard us and it’s not right.”

Under the legislation, a motor ve-
hicle operator who fails to comply
with a school guard’s signal to stop
would face a fine of not less than
$150 for a first offense and not less
than $300 for a subsequent offense.

SCOTCH PLAINS – On Tuesday
May 8 at 7 p.m., Assemblywoman
Linda Stender (D-LD22) will partici-
pate in a global warming forum at
Edward Nash Hall at Raritan Valley
Community College (RVCC) in North
Branch. The panel will discuss hu-
man behavior’s impact on global cli-
mate change and its implications here
in New Jersey.

“Recently released reports by the
International Panel on Climate
Change declare with unprecedented
certainty that global warming is oc-
curring and that human behavior is to

blame,” said Ms. Stender. “Partici-
pating in this panel will be a great
opportunity to discuss what can be
done to reverse the negative effects of
global warming at the state level and
to educate the public on what they
can do to reduce their everyday en-
ergy consumption.”

Alan Robock, a professor of envi-
ronmental sciences at Rutgers Uni-
versity, will be on the panel. His cur-
rent research focuses on climatic ef-
fects of nuclear weapons, soil mois-
ture variations, the effects of volcanic
eruptions on climate, detection and
attribution of human effects on the
climate system, and the impacts of
climate change on human activities.

Assemblyman Michael Doherty
(LD-23, Warren and Hunterdon Coun-
ties) will be challenging the assertion
that human actions have resulted in
global warming and that there is a
need for legislative action.

“I do not believe human activity is
the primary cause of global warming,”
said Mr. Doherty (R-Warren). “Glo-
bal Warming” must not be addressed
with exceptions that provide economic
advantages to other states and coun-
tries. New Jersey cannot afford to be
further disadvantaged economically.”

Panelist James Taylor, managing
editor of Environment and Climate
News and senior fellow for environ-
ment policy, says the earth’s recent
warming is neither unusual nor alarm-
ing and that science contradicts virtu-
ally all of the assertions of future
climate catastrophe.

The forum will begin with a brief
statement made by each of the four
panelists followed by a question and
answer segment from audience mem-
bers. The public is invited to attend.

For more information, call Jenni-
fer Mancuso in Mrs. Stender’s  office
at (908) 668-1900 or by e-mail at
aswstender@njleg.org.

Hi’s Eye Receives
First Place Award

WESTFIELD – The American
Scholastic Press Association, for the
2006-2007 school year, has named
Hi’s Eye, the student-run newspaper
at Westfield High School, the “Most
Outstanding High School Newspa-
per.”

Hi’s Eye was one of eight high-
school newspapers in the country to
receive this distinction and the only
one in New Jersey. According to the
Department of Education, there are
more than 26,000 public secondary
schools and 10,000 private second-
ary schools in the nation.

Hi’s Eye was awarded an addi-
tional honor by receiving “First Place
with Special Merit.” Fourteen school
newspapers with special and outstand-
ing design and content received this
highest ranking. The particular merit
was bestowed upon Hi’s Eye for “Best
Weekly Newspaper.”

Published for 73 years, Hi’s Eye is
one of the few weekly high school
newspapers in the country. Advisers
Corey Walsh and Rosemary
DiBattista agreed, “We are very proud
of the student staff for their accom-
plishments.”

GW Board OK’s Storage of
Masonry Trucks at Building

By KATHY MARQUES
Specially Written for the Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The borough’s
planning board last Wednesday ap-
proved an application by John
Mazzilli of Mazzilli Mason Contrac-
tors in Union to use a building at 535
South Avenue, currently owned by
Meyerhoff Welding Corporation, for
storing masonry trucks in the back of
the building and as a meeting point
for employees. Mazilli Contractors is
a family-run business with about eight
employees.

“I like the location of the building
since it’s in a high-traffic area. South
Avenue connects the surrounding
towns and is great for advertisement,”
Mr. Mazzilli said.

He said he would replace the cur-
rent Meyerhoff Welding sign with
one reading “Mazzilli Mason Con-
tractors.” He also said he would “like
to beautify the building, since it’s one
of the first buildings you see when
entering Garwood.”

“He is not requesting a site-plan
approval,” said Vincent Loughlin of
Johnstone, Skok, Loughlin & Lane of
Westfield, who spoke on behalf of
Mr. Mazzilli.

The mason work trucks would be
parked in the back of the building
with no surplus equipment outside.
Mr. Mazzilli said he uses a storage

facility and car wash in Roselle for
the larger equipment.

“The employees would show up in
the morning, get their assignments
and leave. There will hardly be any-
one around during the day, except for
maybe a secretary who will be there
three times a week,” he said.

A concern the planning board mem-
bers was the upstairs apartment in
which Mr. Meyerhoff resides.

Board planner and engineer Victor
Vinegra said he was also concerned
about Mr. Loughlin speaking on be-
half of Mr. Meyerhoff without
Meyerhoff’s attorney being present,
to which Mr. Loughlin responded, “I
respectfully ask the board to look at
the current application for the usage
of the first floor. I don’t think the
second floor should affect the first.”

Board member William Nierstedt
asked that the board “look at the use
variance for Mr. Mazzilli tonight and
if another is needed for the apart-
ment, he can submit it later.”

“I would like to see the area with
some curb appeal. This is a great
opportunity to fix up the area, which
would be a benefit to the borough,”
Mr. Nierstedt said.

He said he would also like Mr.
Mazzilli to redo the sidewalk and
plant some trees, which the applicant
said he was “happy to do. Since it’s an
industrial building, I’d like to give it
that ‘homey’ look.”

The planning board approved the
application with two conditions – that
the applicant return with a site-plan
approval and use variance for the
apartment or, if it’s legally
grandfathered in, proof that it is and
that there would be no vehicle repairs
or cleaning at the location.
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2007 WESTFIELD BASEBALL LEAGUE
SUMMER TRAVELING TEAM REGISTRATION

WWW.WESTFIELDBASEBALL.COM

DETAILS: TRYOUTS ARE REQUIRED FOR THE SUMMER TRAVEL PROGRAM DUE
TO THE INVOLVEMENT IN COMPETITIVE BASEBALL LEAGUES VERSUS
OTHER TOWNS. PARTICIPATION REQUIRES A MAJOR COMMITMENT
FROM BOTH PLAYERS AND PARENTS (WEEKENDS AND WEEKDAY
NIGHTS DURING THE MONTHS OF JUNE AND JULY).

TO BE ELIGIBLE TO PARTICIPATE IN SUMMER TRAVEL YOU MUST
HAVE PARTICIPATED IN WBL SPRING BASEBALL.

LEAGUES: WBL WILL SPONSOR TEAMS AGES 8 THROUGH 18 TO PLAY IN LEAGUES
AND TOURNAMENTS. CONSIDERATION WILL BE GIVEN TO HAVING
MULTIPLE TEAMS IN EACH AGE GROUP IF THERE IS A SUFFICIENT
RESPONSE.

REGISTRATION: REGISTRATION FOR AGES 18 AND UNDER WILL BE ON-LINE AT
WWW.WESTFIELDBASEBALL.COM.  A REGISTRATION LINK WILL
ALSO BE EMAILED TO ALL SPRING BASBEALL LEAGUE PARTICIPANTS
WHO PROVIDED AN EMAIL ADDRESS. ALL PLAYERS MUST BE THE
GRADE APPROPRIATE AGE AS OF 7/31/07.

TRYOUTS PLEASE ARRIVE ½ HOUR PRIOR TO ASSIGNED TRYOUT TIME FOR
BATTING AND FIELDING.

HITTING: SATURDAY MAY 12, 2007 AT “THE BALLPARK”, SPRINGFIELD, NJ
8 YEAR OLDS - 9:00 A.M. 12 YEAR OLDS 1:00 P.M.
9 YEAR OLDS - 11:30 A.M. 13 YEAR OLDS 3:30 P.M.
10 YEAR OLDS - 10:00 A.M.
11 YEAR OLDS - 2:30 P.M.

FIELDING: SUNDAY, MAY 6, 2007
8 YEAR OLDS – 9:00 A.M. TAMAQUES #3
9 YEAR OLDS – 1:00 P.M. GUMBERT #2
10 YEAR OLDS – 9:00 A.M. GUMBERT #3
11 YEAR OLDS – 9:00 A.M. GUMBERT #1
12 YEAR OLDS – 9:00 A.M. GUMBERT #2
13 YEAR OLDS – 9:00 A.M. TAMAQUES #4

14 - 18 YEAR OLDS: EVEN THOUGH THERE ARE NO TRYOUTS FOR THIS AGE
GROUP, YOU MUST REGISTER TO PLAY IN THE LEGION OR
CENTRAL JERSEY LEAGUES.

ANY QUESTIONS: E-MAIL US AT SUMMERTRAVEL@WESTFIELDBASEBALL.COM

JENKINS ‘Ks’ 11 CARDS, BONARD HITS GRAND SLAM

Blue Devil Baseballers Blank
Cardinals in 5 Innings, 14-0

BLUE DEVIL BOYS LAST WIN OVER SPF WAS IN 1987

Blue Devils Stun SPF Raiders
In Boys Track & Field, 71-69

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Sophomore fireballer Chris Jenkins
made things quite easy for his de-
fense by striking out 11 batters in a
five-inning, 14-0, Westfield High
School baseball team victory over
visiting Plainfield on April 25. Senior
shortstop Tom Bonard added empha-

sis with a grand slam home run in the
bottom of the third inning, which
resulted in eight Blue Devils crossing
the plate.

The 6’6” Jenkins (3-0), who also
recorded impressive victories over
Newark East Side and Kearny, walked
three Cardinals and permitted only
one infield hit, a slow chopper to

second by Josh Reyes in the fourth
inning. The 9-3 Blue Devils’ first
seven putouts came via Jenkins’
strikeouts.

“His progress is coming along just
how we want it to come. We want him
to first establish a good pitching mo-
tion so his fundamentals are sound
because he’s got lightning in his arm,”
said Blue Devil Head Coach Bob
Brewster. “We have to teach him how
to corral it, how to get him to the point
where he is not just a thrower but
actually a pitcher. Today, we saw that

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior Adam Bergo led a sweep in
the long jump and added a first, sec-
ond and a third place to help the
Westfield High school boys track &
field team stun Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, 71-69, at Kehler Stadium
in Westfield on April 24 to break the
Raiders’ two-decade long regular-sea-
son winning streak. Additionally, the
4-0 Blue Devils displayed strength in
the 4x400, 100, 800 and 3,200-meter
events and held their own in the pole
vault, javelin and triple jump.

The Blue Devil boys last defeated
the Raiders in 1987 and had also
defeated them in 1983, 85 and 86. For
some reason, the two teams did not
meet (regular season) in 1984 and
from 1988 through 1996 (According
to WHS records). The Raiders had
won every meeting from 1997 until
this year.

Below are the documented results,
as printed in past bound volumes of
The Westfield Leader with the dates
of the editions:

In 1983 (June 9), the Blue Devils
nipped the Raiders, 68-63, on the last
meet of the year to finish with a 4-1
regular-season record. In 1985,
Westfield finished with a 9-1 record,
losing to Union in the final meet of
the season. (An April meet with the
Raiders was rained out and resched-
uled but the documented score had
not been located in the Leader). In
1986 (April 24), the Blue Devils won
big, 95-36, winning 12 of the 14
events, losing only the mile and the
javelin. In 1987 (April 23), the Blue
Devils won 72-59.

“I do not know when the last time
was,” commented Blue Devil Head

Coach Jack Martin, who humbly
added, “Luck helped us a bit in big
races and throws and jumps from all
the ‘fellas’.”

Bergo soared a distance of 19’10”
in the long jump followed by team-
mates Andy Brill at 18’11.5” and
Malcolm Allen at 18’8.75. Bergo won
the high jump with a height of 5’8”,
finished third in the 110-hurdles with
a time of 15.7 and took second in the
triple jump with a distance of 41’4.5”
followed by Allen at 40’3.25”.

Raider Kyle Rowbotham won all
four of his events, the triple jump, the
200 meters (Blue Devil Ricardo
Johnson at 22.7 was second and
Raider Kyle Grizzard was third), the
400 hurdles followed by teammate
Tom Pennella and Blue Devil Craig
Cognetti at 61.8, and the 110 hurdles
followed by Pennella, who also took
top honors in the pole vault and sec-

ond in the high jump followed by
teammate Sharif Scott.

Blue Devils Alex Tarlow at 10:13.6
and Evan Friedman at 10:15.9 fin-
ished 1-2 in the 3,200 followed by
Raider Dan Sapienza. Raider Adam
Biner crossed first in the 1,600, Tarlow
finished second with a time of 4:36.9
and Raider Pat Doliber finished third.

Blue Devils Patrick Gray at 2:02.1
and Connor Davis at 2:05.9 placed 1-
3 in the 800. Raider Biner was sec-
ond. Raiders Jason Zelesnik and Mike
Katz took 1-3 in the 400 meters and
Blue Devil Alex Forstenhausler
crossed second in 52.7. Blue Devil
Johnson crossed first in the 100 meters
at 10.9 followed by Brill at 11.3 and
Raider Grizzard.

Blue Devil Brandon Heroux took
top honors in the javelin with a heave
of 162’7” followed by Raiders Jason

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

RAIDER KRUEGER WINS 2ND UCT 1ST SINGLES TITLE, CHU WINS SECOND

Blue Devil Boys Capture Third Straight
Union County Tennis Tourney Crown

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School junior Ryan Krueger captured
his second straight first singles title
and the Westfield High School boys
tennis team claimed four champions

to win its third straight crown at the
Union County Tournament (UCT) at
Donald Van Blake Courts in Plainfield
on April 30. The Blue Devils entered
all five flights into the championship
round and finished with a team total
of 96. Summit was second at 63,
followed by New Providence (NP) at
50, Scotch Plains-Fanwood at 42,
Governor Livingston (GL) at 36 and
Dayton at 25.

Krueger shutout Linden’s Stephen
Leitch in the first round and topped
Dayton’s Dan Karlin, 6-1, 7-5, in the
quarters to advance to the semis where
he beat Plainfield’s Adedotun Osho,
6-1, 6-4. He faced Blue Devil Ravi
Netravali in a rematch of last year’s
championship match and was hitting
on all cylinders, especially his light-
ning serve, to seize a 6-3, 6-1, victory.

“He put up a great fight. He’s got
some good all around slices so I knew
that I had to bring my A game. My
serve was awesome today. I was serv-
ing very high percentage first serves,”
said Krueger. “It’s always nerve rack-
ing playing against the top players in
the state like Ravi. I know I have to
focus and dig down deeper. Everyone
is out to get me because I am the
defending champion. I just had to gut
it out.”

Netravali began his march for a
first singles showdown with Krueger
by blanking Rahway’s Dan Woodrow
in the first round and stopping Dylan
Glendenning (NP), 6-2, 6-3, in the
quarterfinals. He reached the finals
by defeating Greg Chilson (GL), 6-
1, 6-2.

“Chilson is very consistent, very
fast. He was able to keep it in the

backcourt, stay all day. That’s what
he wants to do,” said Netravali. “I
tried to up my game just to be a little
bit more aggressive. I tried to focus
on each point rather than to see what
the score was because, against such
people, it becomes very easy to get
lazy and to stop.”

Looking ahead to Krueger, he said,
“Since the beginning of the season,
everybody was talking about it. We
all play together. We all practice to-
gether. Both of us have improved our
game. Both of us are more aggres-

sive. We both know each other’s game
pretty well so, strategy wise, same as
last year, both are going to be aggres-
sive, try to be the first one to make the
winner. Should be a tough one!”

After experiencing Krueger’s “A”
game, Netravali commented, “His
serve was going in all the time. It was
nasty! He was attacking the ball from
the back. He was hitting very hard flat
balls and they were all going in. The
wind was a pretty big issue for both.
My mental game wasn’t there at all.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TWO-TIME UCT FIRST SINGLES CHAMP…Raider junior Ryan Krueger successfully defended his UCT first singles
crown with a 6-3, 6-1, victory over Blue Devil Ravi Netravali.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BLUE DEVIL GRAND WELCOMING…Blue Devil Head Coach Bob Brewster
welcomes Tom Bonard after he blasted a grand slam home run.

2007 RAIDER SOCCER CAMP
at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School

Home of the Seven Time
NJ State Champions Boys’ Soccer Team

in Association with
The Argentine & The Dutch Soccer Academies

“The Only Local Camp Not Held in a Park!”

SESSION I – JULY 9-13

SESSION II – JULY 23-27

For More Information, Please Call: Tom Breznitsky (908) 322-6102
Or email: raidercamp@comcast.net   •   www.spfraidersoccer.com

Goal Keeper Training

Ability Grouping

Tactical Camp for Teams

Novice to Advanced

Grades 1-11

Indoor Facilities

 
FC Premier announces 2007/2008 tryout schedule 

 
FC Premier, North Jerseys newest premier soccer program, provides premier 

players a unique opportunity to train, play and develop in one of the top soccer 
environments in New Jersey. 
 

• New soccer training complex with two new turf fields and state of the art lighting. 
• Brand New turf stadium for additional training and matches 

• Indoor turf field for consistent winter training program 

• Full support of the largest soccer club in NJ 

• Three training sessions per week with full time professional coach  

• Located in Westfield with easy access to GSP and Rt. 22 

 

U12 BOYS       DOB 8/1/95-7/31/96    
MAY 5TH    6:00-8:00PM          Soccer Centers (Somerset) 
MAY 10th      6:30-8:00PM           HOULIHAN TURF COMPLEX 
 
U13 BOYS       DOB 8/1/94-7/31/95  
MAY 10th         6:30-8:00pm   HOULIHAN TURF COMPLEX 
MAY 15th         6:30-8:00pm                    HOULIHAN TURF COMPLEX 
 
U13 GIRLS      DOB 8/1/94-7/31/95  

May 5th      5:00-6:30pm                    Kehler Turf Stadium 
                 
U14 BOYS     DOB 8/1/93-7/31/94 
MAY 10th         8-9:30pm        HOULIHAN TURF COMPLEX 
UNDER THE LIGHTS  
MAY 15th         8-9:30pm         HOULIHAN TURF COMPLEX 
UNDER THE LIGHTS  
 
U14 girls          DOB 8/1/93-7/31/94 

May 10th          8:00-9:30pm     HOULIHAN TURF COMPLEX 
UNDER THE LIGHTS  
May 15th          8:00-9:30pm    HOULIHAN TURF COMPLEX 
UNDER THE LIGHTS  

 
• Players are encouraged to attend both tryouts dates for their age group 
• Attendance to at least one tryout is required 
• No part of any travel uniform may be worn to a tryout  
                  
Players should register for tryouts via the FC Premier link under Site Contents. 

 

DIRECTIONS AND NOTIFICATIONS CAN BE SEEN ON 

WWW.WESTFIELDNJSOCCER.COM  
including Soccer Centers 

 and will have up to date information. 

Questions: contact Peter Franks- pfranks818@aol.com  908-246-2347  
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Blue Devils Stun
Raider Track Boys

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

When the first state rankings came
out two weeks ago, with WHS listed
the No. 1 high school tennis team in
the state, George Kapner gathered his
team together and, before their wide-
open eyes, tore up the newspaper
page in front of them. Since most of
the team is made up of honor stu-
dents, the implication was clear: Be-
ing ranked No. 1 in early April means
nothing more than the newspaper in
the litterbox or on the bottom of the
birdcage. Even worse, it puts a big fat
bull’s-eye on your back, bigger than
the one WHS normally has given its
status as a year-in, year-out power.

Look no farther than last week’s
Westfield Invitational, where a Hun
School team with a 7-7 record pushed
WHS to the limit before falling 4-1 in
the title match. James Chu won a 7-6,
7-6 nailbiter at second singles, and
senior captains Jack Trimble and Jon
Ramalho pulled out a 7-6, 7-5 deci-
sion at second doubles.

Despite the abundance of talent on
this team, there is always the poten-
tial in any high school sport for ups
and downs. Every high school
athlete’s “team goals” should include
trying to achieve the highest attain-
able goal, be that a .500 record, a top
two or three finish at the conference
or county championship or, the ulti-
mate goal for any elite-level team, a
state championship. And a WHS team
that is fully focused on the Group 4
title or Tournament of Champions
title will be a very tough team to beat.

As in swimming, WHS tennis has
as a grand tradition as any school in
state history. There have been 26
Union County, 20 sectional and 14
state championships, along with five
state Public School titles and three
All-Groups crowns (1978, 1986,
1987). WHS has won its own Invita-
tional several times, and it has won
the Delbarton/Bryan Bennett Memo-
rial Invitational twice.

But there is one tennis tournament
WHS has never won. In over 30 years
of trying, WHS has never won the
Newark Academy Invitational, which
will be held this weekend at the
school’s Livingston campus. There
have been 12 different team champi-
ons in the tourney’s first 33 years, but
none have been WHS.

The Blue Devils’ 1978 All-Groups
champs suffered just one loss, 3-2

Newark Academy Invitational:
WHS Still Looking for No. 1

Devil of the Week
Patrick Gray

Boys track

against Delbarton in the NAI final (a
loss that was avenged a week later).
The 1987 team also lost just one time,
4-1 against Christian Brothers Acad-
emy in the NAI final.

All told, Westfield has nine NAI
runnerup finishes — 1975 (to Newark
Academy 3-2), 1978 (Delbarton 3-2),
1979 (Livingston 3-2), 1980
(Livingston 3-2), 1981 (Lawrenceville
3-2), 1983 (Christian Brothers Acad-
emy 3-2), 1984 (Montclair Kimberley
Academy 4-1), 1987 (CBA 4-1) and
1988 (CBA 3-2).

Ironically, 1988 is not only the last
time WHS reached the NAI final, it’s
also the last time WHS won the state
Group 4 title, beating Teaneck, 5-0.
And it was also the last time (prior to
last week) that WHS had beaten
Millburn, 4-1 in the state Public
School final. WHS then lost to CBA,
3-2, in the All-Groups final.

The WHS-Millburn series has been
going since 1932, and the Blue Dev-
ils lead the overall series by a 34-30
margin. In 1999, Millburn posted a
rare triple, beating WHS three times:
in the regular season, in a regular-
season tournament and in the state
tournament; WHS was in Group 3 for
the 1998-99 school year.

The biggest matchup ever between
the two schools had to have been the
1970 All-Groups (now Tournament
of Champions) final. WHS beat
Ridgewood, 4-1, in the Group 4 final
and CBA, 3-2, in the All-Groups semi-
finals to reach the final.

Millburn won at second doubles
over Larry Katz and Don Reiter, but
WHS came back to tie on captain
Steve Mease’s win at second singles.
Bruce Gillie and Glenn Smith lost 6-
4 in the third set at first doubles, but
that was balanced by John
McManigal’s three-set win at third
singles. It all came down to first
singles, where Millburn’s Rich
Murray outlasted Joe Krakora, 9-7, in
the third and decisive set.

With the Millburn jinx seemingly
out of the way, we’ll find out this
weekend if the WHS netsters can end
another drought.

DEN TRIVIA
In 1990, WHS went 20-4 in Tony

Berardo’s final year as boys tennis
coach, losing to East Brunswick in
the regular season and Livingston in
the sectional final. What Union
County/Watchung Conference oppo-
nent defeated WHS twice that year?

STREAKING
Until a week ago Tuesday, the WHS

boys track team had not beaten SP-F
since 1987. That’s a little deceiving,
given that the teams did not meet
from 1988 through 1996. But the
Raiders had won the last 10 meetings

(1997-2006) between the schools
before WHS pulled out a wild 71-69
victory. That increased WHS’s lead
in the overall series to 21-15.

Perhaps the wildest meeting ever
between the two schools came on
May 17, 1965. Coach Walt Clarkson’s
Blue Devils posted a 58 2/3-58 1/3
victory that ended a reported 50-meet
win streak for SP-F. (The 2/3 of a
point happened after a three-way tie
for second place in the low hurdles.)
WHS swept both the broad jump (Pete
Mavraganis won at 20-8½) and pole
vault (Bruce Wallace won at 11-6)
and got a big win in the discus from
Mike Hoffman (personal best 174-8)
to improve to 7-0.

RELATIVELY SPEAKING
Going through the pages of “High

School Sports The Magazine” for
Green Country in Oklahoma, the
2005-06 end-of-season special, I came
across a picture of a basketball player
from Jenks High School in Tulsa. The
name jumped out at me — Nick
Sidorakis. Could it be? So I went to
the Alumni Directory 2003 and, sure
enough, former WHS golfer Nick
Sidorakis (’76) is the general man-
ager of Southern Hills County Club
in Tulsa and his oldest son is Nick.
The older Nick’s father Sam, was one
of New Jersey’s legendary basketball
officials back in the 1960s and ’70s,
often teaming with the late Frank
Ciccarell. And younger brother John
Sidorakis (’79) was also a WHS golf
standout.

Jenks, by the way, has a football
rivalry with crosstown Union High
School that annually draws 20,000-
plus fans. Folks out there think it’s the
country’s biggest and best high school
rivalry, even bigger than Phillipsburg-
Easton or Ohio’s Massillon Washing-
ton-Canton McKinley.

IS IT JUST ME …
Or would anybody else love to see

WHS play Ridgewood in all sports?
The two schools and towns couldn’t
be more similar, and they’re just 32.65
miles apart. Back in 1940 and ’41
Ridgewood was our Thanksgiving Day
opponent. And, like WHS, the Ma-
roons are good in just about every
sport, both boys and girls, which means
there would be highly competitive
matchups. For those wondering,
Hunterdon Central is 31.34 miles from
WHS, North Hunterdon is 32.28 and
Hillsborough is 24.56, and those are
teams we play in quite a few sports.

COLLEGE UPDATE
Mike Murray, a two-time first-team

all-state catcher for WHS, is getting a
lot of playing time as a freshman at
Wake Forest. He’s started 24 games,
mostly as the designated hitter, for
the 26-22 Demon Deacons. Through

Saturday’s games, Murray had a .208
average (21 for 101) with two home
runs and 13 RBI in the pitching-rich
Atlantic Coast Conference.

Tom O’Brien, a freshman from
Westfield, had a season high 8.95 on
the rings to help Minnesota finish sixth
at the NCAA Men’s Gymnastics
Championships last month at Penn
State. John Sawicki, a redshirt fresh-
man from Westfield, was a member of
the Michigan team that finished fourth.

AROUND THIS DATE
May 4, 1977: In arguably the great-

est dual-meet race in state history,
SP-F’s Skeets Nehemiah (21.4) edges
WHS’s Butch Woolfolk (21.8) and
Frank Kelly (21.9) in the 220-yard
dash. WHS wins the meet 82-49.

May 6, 1930: Steve Banyasz strikes
out 17 batters in a loss to Roselle
Park.

May 6, 1938: The tennis team, led
by captain Everson Pearsall, beats
Hillside 5-0 to end a 15-match losing
streak.

May 6, 1947: Ron Roth strikes out
19 batters in an eight-inning loss to
Union.

May 7, 1937: The WHS baseball
season is cancelled due to the “lack of
a field.” The team was 0-6 and com-
ing off a 20-4 loss to Columbia.

TRIVIA ANSWER
Elizabeth! The Minutemen stunned

WHS by scores of 4-1 and 3-2.
DEVIL OF THE WEEK

This week’s free sub from Al the
Owner at Westfield Subs (261 South
Avenue East) goes to Patrick Gray.
The freshman came up huge in WHS’s
stunning, 71-69 track victory over
archrival Scotch Plains-Fanwood last
week. He won the 800 in a lifetime
best 2:02.1, then came right back and
ran a sizzling 50.9 anchor leg on the
winning 4x4(00) relay. Patrick is the
son of former Westfield police officer
Pat Gray and former WHS soccer/
basketballer Traci Love (’84), and the
grandson of former hoop standout
Roger Love (’57).

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the scho-
lastic sports season. Contact us with
comments, complaints and story ideas
at bj1019@aol.com. GO DEVILS!

Raider Alleman Wins
Shot at Penn Relays

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School junior Mike Alleman captured
first in the boys shot put at the 113th
Penn Relays in Philadelphia on April
27, with a shove of 58’8.5” on his
next to last throw to edge top seeded
Wayne Crawford of Chestnut Hill
Academy, Pa., whose best push was
58’5.75”.

Alleman, who was seeded third,
entered the finals in second place
after a 57-5.75 heave during the tri-
als. On the final round, Crawford’s
throw plunged into the ground a bit
short.

The last time Scotch Plains-
Fanwood won an event at the Penn
Relays was in 1971 by the distance
medley relay team. In 1974, Ron
Klotzer of Union was the only other
Union County boy to win the shot at
the Penn Relays.

BLUE DEVIL GIRLS FINISH NINTH

Lady Raiders 5th, Boys 6th
At Randolph Track Relays

Blue Devil Netmen Win
Westfield Invitational
The No. 1 Westfield High School

boys tennis team defeated Hun, 4-1,
to win the Westfield Invitational on
April 28. The 12-0 Blue Devils
blanked Summit, 5-0, in the first round
and Hun blanked Governor
Livingston (GL), 5-0. Summit topped
GL, 4-1, in the consolation final.

CHAMPIONSHIP:
WESTFIELD 4, HUN 1
First singles: Lance Goulbourne (H) d
Ravi netravali, 6-4, 6-0
Second singles: James Chu (W) d Ren
Gates, 7-6 (2), 7-6 (1)
Third singles: Greg Luppescu (W) d
Rob Solonick, 6-0, 6-0
First doubles: Akis Evangelidis and
Dean Thompson (W) d Matt Everts and
Jack Barrett, 6-0, 6-3
Second doubles: Jon Ramalho and Jack
Trimble (W) d Jason Kann and Mike
Salazar, 7-6 (3), 7-5

FIRST ROUND:
WESTFIELD 5, SUMMIT 0
First singles: Luppescu d Leo Sprinzen,
6-2, 6-2
Second singles: Evangelidis d John
Angiuoni, 6-0, 6-0
Third singles: Thompson d Alex
Zerfoss, 6-2, 6-0
First doubles: Graeme Stahl and Justin
Snyder d Eliot Coven and Andrew
Vance, 6-1, 6-1
Second doubles: Ramalho and Trimble
d Zach Goff and Alex Kramer, 6-1, 6-3

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls track & field team took
top honors in the shot put and discus
to place fifth with a total of 31 at the
Randolph Relays on April 28 in
Randolph. The Raider boys claimed
the top spot in the shot put and placed
sixth with a team total of 30 and the
Westfield girls claimed firsts in the
4x800 meters and the 400 intermedi-
ate hurdles to finish ninth with 19
points.

Raiders Carlaya Jones, Lauryn
Adams and Jessica Feldman com-
bined to win the shot put with a dis-
tance of 98 feet. Jones, Alana Pantale
and Cassie Berwick put together a
distance of 292’10” to win the team
discus. The Raider girls placed third
in the team triple jump with a dis-
tance of 92’0.5”. The Raiders also

took fourth in the distance medley
relay with a time of 12:52.42 and
Blue Devils Ayn Wisler (3:59.25 –
personal record [PR]), Christina
Obiajulu (1:01.42), Catherine
Cognetti (2:27.09) and Kim Legones
(5:31.32 – PR) took sixth at 12:59.08.

Blue Devils Wisler (2:28.32),
Cognetti (2:29.38), Rose Driscoll
(2:27.79) and Obiajulu (2:25.93)
crossed first in the 4x800 meters with
a time of 9:51.8. The Blue Devil “B”
squad of Legones (2:36.71 – PR),
Megan Pulliam (2:36.76), Bridget
Grogan (2:36.13) and Aileen Grogan
(2:33.71) finished sixth in the event at
10:25.6 and the Raiders placed third
with a time of 9:59.27.

Blue Devils Tessa Schaaf (1:11.07),
Marlena Sheridan (1:11.71) and Neha
Limaye (1:17.08) won the 400 inter-
mediate hurdles with a time of 3:40.1.
Blue Devils Emily Perry (4’8”),
Obiajulu (4’8”) and Christa Ricci
(4’2”) tied for fourth in the high jump
with a height of 13.6 and the Raiders
took sixth at 13’4”. The Raider girls
also placed fifth in the long jump with
a distance of 42’4.5”.

Raiders Mike Alleman, John Badala
and Steve Wenson won the boys shot
put with a distance of 150’3.25”. The
Raiders also placed second in the
javelin with a distance of 435’5”,
second in the 4x800 with a time of
8:28.46 and fourth in the high jump
with a height of 16’2”.

Boff and Mike Chervenyak, respec-
tively. Blue Devils Eric Brandman
and Matt Shaffer placed 2-3 in the
pole vault with heights of 11’6”.

Raiders Mike Alleman and Jon
Birnbaum placed 1-3 in the shot put
and Blue Devil Erik Anderson placed
second with a shove of 48’4.5”. Raider
John Badala, who had a toss of
50’6.25” at the Blue Devil Classic on
April 21, was not competing. Alleman
and Boff placed 1-3 in the discus and
Anderson took second with a toss of
130’2”.

Forstenhausler (53.3), Cognetti
(51.8), Davis (54.3) and Gray (50.9)
clinched the victory by crossing first
in the 4x400 with a time of 3:30.4.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

See photos of Sports:
on www.goleader.com

Westfield/Plainfield Baseball
Union County Boys Tennis
Westfield W. Morris Lax
SPF/East Side Baseball

WESTFIELD $750,000 WESTFIELD $4,395,000

WESTFIELD $1,150,000 WESTFIELD $3,375,000

WESTFIELD $619,000

WESTFIELD $549,000

Garden’s “Arts & Crafts” style Colonial offers an updated Kitchen
with breakfast area, parquet floors, high ceilings, Living Room with
fireplace, Formal Dining Room, sunny den, 4 nice-sized Bedrooms,
basement Recreation Room, large deck to 225’ deep backyard.

Magnificent stucco and stone European Colonial with over 9000
sq. ft. of living space and every possible amenity: tray ceilings, Tif-
fany chandeliers, granite countertops, marble fireplace and elevator.
Features 15 rooms and includes 6 Bedrooms and 6.2 baths.

One of a kind Colonial situated off a private lane is inviting and full
of classic charm.  This wonderful home offers 4 Bedrooms, 3.1 baths,
Country Eat-In Kitchen, living Room and Recreation Room with
wood-burning fireplace and Formal Dining Room.  Spectacular view
of Brightwood and Gregory’s pond.

Magnificent! This splendid home provides a remarkable setting for
the good life. A perfect location on over 1/2 acre on a quiet cul-de-
sac, this special home boasts 6 Bedrooms, 6.5 baths. Custom built
in 2003 with unlimited amenities.

Traditional style Colonial features chestnut trim, high ceilings, hard-
wood floors, sunlit Family Room, Living Room with fireplace, For-
mal Dining Room, Kitchen with breakfast bar, alcove and powder
room, 4 nice-sized Bedroom, finished 3rd floor, lovely yard and con-
venient location.

Spacious 4 Bedroom home with 2.5 baths on large property.  Offers
updated Kitchen, bath, windows, central air, furnace, roof, sun-filled
Florida Room and more.  Steps to Tamaques Park and schools.  A
must see!
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MACDONALD HITS 3; BENNETT, BRUNHOFER 2 EACH

West Morris Laxers Slide By
Blue Devil Lady Laxers, 12-7

MINEO BLASTS 3-RUN HOMER; ANTOINE, PEREZ, 2 RBI

Raiders’ Defense Collapses,
Gives East Side, 16-9, Victory

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Leading 8-3 after three innings, the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
baseball team suffered a defensive
collapse that yielded eight runs in the
fourth inning and another five in the
fifth as the visiting 7-2 Newark East
Side, team seized a 16-9 victory in a
rain shortened game on April 25.

“We kicked the ball around a little
bit the first couple of innings and
gave them the three runs but then, in
that fourth inning, it seemed as if we
couldn’t get an out. I believe we made
about six errors. The bleeding kept
coming and coming and we could not
stop it,” said Raider Head Coach Tom
Baylock. “The same thing happened
again in the following inning. We
gave them a bunch of runs and we just
could not stop it. We made errors over
and over during the length of the
game but never that many during a
short period of time. For whatever
reason, we lost concentration and
could not make the big play and help
our pitchers get out of an inning.
When we did make good pitches, we
made the error and it seem to be that
type of a pattern. After that big in-
ning, we completely shut down and
the air came out of us. Eastside got all
the life, they got the momentum and
they ran with it,” said Baylock.”

Staring pitcher Greg Bayard (1-3)
gave up eight runs on six hits, struck
out four and walked two. John Mineo
hammered a three-run homer, Adam
Perez went 2-for-2, including a two-
run double. Joe D’Annunzio tripled

and singled. Jeremy Antoine rapped a
two-run single and a sacrifice fly and
Nick Bonadies contributed two singles.

The 4-5 Raiders loaded the bases in
the first but failed to score. East Side
took a 2-0 lead in the second. Gilberto
Ortiz doubled, Jose Benitez singled
and Carles Perry rapped a two-run
double.

The Raiders put five runs on the
board in the bottom of the inning. Joe
D’Annunzio blasted a triple to left
and scored on Ricky Shevlin’s sacri-
fice fly ball to center. Perez sliced a
single and swiped second. Antoine
ripped an RBI single to right and
swiped a bag. Dinizo struck out but
advanced to first when the ball was
dropped. Mineo stepped up to the
dish and drilled his three-run homer
over the left-center field fence to give
the Raiders an 5-2 lead.

“I had a man on first and third, so I
was looking to get a single. He gave
me a fast ball inside on the first pitch,
I turned on it and aired it out over the
fence,” said Mineo. “It’s number one.
Hopefully, I can keep it going. I would
have had two but there wasn’t a fence
in the game in Sayerville, so I ended
up with a double and a triple.”

In the top of the third, East Side
added a run on a single by Jeremy
Lorenzo and an RBI double by Ivan
Rodriquez. The Raiders added three
runs in the bottom of the third.
Bonadies and Kevin Maroney each
singled to center and D’Annunzio
worked a walk. Bonadies crossed
home plate on a fielder’s choice and
Shevlin reached first on an infield

miscue. Perez clocked a two-run,
bases loaded double to left.

The lead was cut short when the
Red Raiders keyed by Jeremy
Lozano’s three-run blast rallied with
eight runs in the fourth, six of them
unearned, to take an 11-8 lead.

“We started playing sloppy base-
ball, making error after error and we
couldn’t get a single out. They would
get hits through the hole and then the
big home run,” said Mineo.

In the fifth, East Side took advan-
tage of several fielding errors and a
hit batsman to add five runs.
Rodriquez singled and Sepulveda
tapped a two-run single. Later, three
more Red Raiders scored.

The SPF Raiders added a run in the
fifth when D’Annunzo led off with a
sharp single, Shevlin and Perez
worked a walk to load the pods and
Antoine lifted an RBI sacrifice to
right. Dinizo walked to load the bases;
however, Perry who took the mound
in relief, slammed the door with back-
to-back strikeouts.

“We played these guys before, lost
a close one so we wanted revenge and
beat them. We came out very strong.
They got a couple of runs but we
fought back with a bunch of runs.
That was the confidence for us right
from there but we just can’t make that
many errors in a short time,” con-
cluded Mineo. “I think we’ll put this
one behind us. We’ll come out hard
the next game and get back on a
winning streak.”
East Side 021 85 16
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 053 01 9

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Jori Procaccini steered a balanced
attack with five goals in West Morris’s
12-7 victory over the Westfield High
School girls’ lacrosse team at Kehler
Stadium in Westfield on April 26.
The Blue Devil defense played well
and goalie Michelle Zaffuto came up
big, halting 14 shots, several impres-
sively, but the Wolfpack’s shooters
kept constant pressure.

Blue Devil Allison MacDonald fin-
ished with three goals, while Claire
Bennett and Lauren Brunhofer clicked
with two goals each against the 5-3
Wolfpack who was paced by
Procaccini. Jenna Scheibling dished
out three assists and keeper Michelle
Kennedy made three saves.

“They should be very proud of them-
selves. They played like a team,” said
Westfield Head Coach Caroline
Francht. “We talked a lot about the
midfield players marking tight and
taking responsibility for the transition
game and they certainly did that today.
Ali and MaryKate Luker stepped up
and took the role we needed them to
take on to help our transition game and
it really looked good today.”

West Morris opened with quick
scores from Liz McAuliffe and
Scheibling. Despite enduring intense
face-guarding, Blue Devils Bennett

and MacDonald each forced their
defenders into the crease, got a step
on them and tucked the ball into net to
tie the game. West Morris answered,
struck deep in Blue Devil territory
and punished the defense with a three-
goal outburst, including back-to-back
goals from Scheibling. Westfield
countered when MacDonald scorched
the net at 13:22. Three minutes later,
Procaccini stuffed the net to give the
Wolfpack a 6-3 cushion. Blue Devil
Brunhofer hit pay dirt on a free posi-
tion to cut the deficit to 6-4 just before
the half. Zaffuto recorded eight saves.

“I’m always looking at the ball,
making sure my teammates know
where the ball is. I have to look for the
open cuts, people who are open since
you must be aware of numbers. There’s
is a lot to think about,” explained
Zaffuto. “When they attack you must
make sure everyone is goal side, on
their mark. Basically, they scored off
open shots, right in front of the crease.”

In the second half, the Blue Devils
attempted to slow down the pace,
establish good cuts to select better
options to find the goal, but in the
end, West Morris worked the ball at
its own pace and outscored them, 6-3.
The teams swapped goals when
Procaccini got in deep and hammered
home a shot. Twenty seconds later,
Brunhofer took control at the top of

the box, made her move and beat
keeper Kennedy with a high shot.

“Most of the goals were scored
coming straight down the field along
with lots of intensity and pressure.
When we did win the draw, we came
straight down, settled it down and had
great sharp cuts along with good
movement,” said Brunhofer. “The
defense was getting tired because the
ball was on their side for most of the
game but they worked really hard.
They played much better, particu-
larly with transition and helping with
double teams in the midfield.”

West Morris maintained the lion’s
share of possession and added four
more goals to make the score, 11-5,
then Bennett blitzed the defense and
nailed a goal with five minutes re-
maining and MacDonald, with 82
ticks left, found the mark. West Mor-
ris added a goal with 10 seconds left.

“Because the defense was settling
down so well and getting the ball back,
they played very calculated defense
and I thought that sort of rushed the
attack when they got there because of
the amount of time of possession. That
sort of threw off our coordination a bit
but they are getting better and playing
more as a team each and every game,”
said Francht. “They did not have as
many shots as I would have liked but
the percentage was pretty good.”

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A LOT OF ACTION AT HOME PLATE… A Red Raider creates a cloud of dust as he slides safely across home plate while
pitcher Greg Bayard snags a late throw.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STEPPING UP THE TRANSITION GAME…Senior Tri-captain Mary Kate Luker brings plenty of leadership, team
balance and a physical presence to the Blue Devil team.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

WESTFIELD OFFICE 185 ELM STREET /  WESTF IELD,  NJ  07090 /  908-654-7777

weichert.com

FANWOOD OPEN FLOOR PLAN $399,900
Meticulously renovated Ranch with finest quality and craftsmanship.  This lovely home features an open
floor plan for casual or formal entertaining.  The 3-bedrooms, full bath, sunny living room, dining room
& updated eat-in kitchen are an irresistible combination.  (052111203)

MOUNTAINSIDE CENTER HALL COLONIAL
Located in one of Mountainside’s most elegant neighborhoods this classic Center Hall Colonial hosts 3-4
bedrooms, 3 full & 2 half baths.  Formal living & dining rooms, library, eat-in kitchen, conservatory, den,
powder room & full bath complete the perfect layout.  Hardwood floors, crown molding & 3 wood-
burning fireplaces are a few of the many appointments this gem contains.  Full finished basement w/
fireplace & half bath.  Master suite includes sitting area w/fireplace, dressing room, walk-in closets & spa-
like retreat.  (052111045)

BUY FOR $1,733/MO.

MOUNTAINSIDE SPACIOUS COLONIAL $999,999
Fully renovated 4/5 bedroom, 3 ½ bath Colonial with many upgrades throughout.  Spacious & bright
rooms w/open floor plan on a quiet street.  Custom EIK with granite countertops, vaulted ceilings, 2 gas
fireplaces, 2nd floor laundry, newly finished basement with wine cellar and ½ bath, 2-zone gas heating/
cooling, newer furnaces & A/C units, low taxes too!  (052111095)

$1,479,000

SCOTCH PLAINS CENTER HALL COLONIAL $739,000
Set at the end of a cul-de-sac, this Center Hall Colonial is in absolutely move-in condition.  The perfect floor
plan features charming formal dining room, living room & family room all open to the fabulous gourmet eat-
in kitchen.  Renovated in 2005, this expansive kitchen has all high-end details.  A Florida room extends the
living space to the outdoors, which includes a 2-tiered deck & Anthony gunite in-ground pool.  4 generous
bedrooms, 2 ½ baths & finished basement complete this terrific home.  (052111217)

BUY FOR $3,203/MO.

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO

SCOTCH PLAINS CUSTOM COLONIAL $879,000
This custom Center Entry Colonial boasts the very best of quality craftsmanship combined with tasteful
upgrades and amenities.  Set high on nearly an acre of wooded property overlooking some of Scotch Plains
most notable homes, you are just moments from shops, schools, transportation & recreation.  (052NEW)

WESTFIELD
NEW CONSTRUCTION

$799,900
Custom Center Hall Colonial.  Four
bedrooms, formal living and dining rooms,
family room with fireplace, designer
kitchen with granite countertops,
hardwood floors throughout, master bath
with whirlpool tub, full basement, walk-
up attic, 2 ½ - 3 baths and Hardi-Plank ™
exterior with masonry accents.  Still time
to customize.  Call Ralph for more
information.  908-591-6283 (052000587)

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. The monthly mortgage payments quoted in this ad are to qualified buyers buying a single family owner-occupied residence, based upon a 20% downpayment.  The payments are calculated using a 3-1 interest only adjustable rate mortgage loan (ARM) with an initial interest rate of 6.625%, and an initial A.P.R. of 6.840%.  Payments are interest only for the first 10 years, and from
year 11 through maturity, amortization is based on 20 years.  The interest rate is based on an index plus a margin, with a loan amount of $500,000.  The payment is fixed for the first 3 years, and because the interest rate may change after 3 years, the payment shown may change at the 4th year and annually thereafter subject to applicable margins and/or caps.  At each adjustment, the interest rate is set at 2.5% above the index (margin) and it may not decrease or increase more than 2 percent-
age points (cap), and over the life of the loan, it may not increase or decrease more than 6 percentage points (lifetime cap). Figures used herein are approximate and do not include property taxes, condo/association fees, or hazard insurance.  Interest rates quoted are as of 4/20/07 and subject to change.  As an example, on a $500,000 30-year loan with an initial interest rate of 6.625%, the maximum amount that the interest rate can rise under this loan program is 6 percentage points to
12.625%, and the estimated monthly payment for the first 3 years is $2760.42 with a maximum interest payment of $3474.83 thru year 10 (Based on a Truth in Lending Disclosure Estimate) and a maximum principal and interest payment of $5384.83 after year 10.  We are not responsible for typographical errors.  You should ask about interest rate, margin, and other terms and conditions before you apply.  Mortgage Access Corp. d/b/a Weichert Financial Services, Executive Offices, 225 Littleton
Road, Morris Plains, NJ, 07950.  1-800-829-CASH.  Licensed by the NJ Dept. of Banking and Insurance.  Licensed Mortgage Banker with the State Dept. of Banking in NY, CT, and PA.  Licensed Lender in DE, MD, VA, D.C.  Weichert Financial Services arranges loans with third-party providers.  Equal Housing Lender.  Weichert Financial Services is an affiliate of Weichert, Realtors®.  For your benefit, consider a career in real estate.  Call 1-800-301-3000 today!
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Blue Devil Baseballers Blank
Cardinals in 5 Innings, 14-0

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

Blue Devil Boys Capture 3rd Straight UCT Tennis Crown
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

he could throw the ball by these people
and that’s where we stayed. He was
around the plate all day. He only
threw about two or three curveballs
the whole game. His curveball is an
outstanding pitch.”

“Jenkins really showed some good
stuff. He pitched against Kearny and
did a good job. He did a good job
against East Side. He throws the ball
hard and he’s got a good off-speed
pitch, he didn’t get to throw it much
today,” said Bonard.

The Blue Devils received 11 free
passes (1 hit batter) and had nine hits.
Bonard, who scored twice, also had a
single in the first inning that touched
off a base-stealing spree that pro-
voked the Cardinal defense to add
numerous throwing errors through-
out the game. Kevin Hennessey (1-
for-1) scored three times and had
three stolen bases, Mike Venezia
rapped an RBI double and stole a
base, Justin Olsen (run scored)
slapped a two-run single and stole a
base and Evan Shapiro scored twice
and stole a base. Rick Passananti’s
antics on the base paths made both
teams nervous but it proved to be
worth a run. Sean Ferro scored twice,
stole a base and forced a few throw-
ing errors.

In the bottom of the first, Bonard
tapped a leadoff single, stole second
and dashed to third on a throwing

error. Hennessey walked then stole
second. Bonard then scored on a passed
ball and Venezia drilled his RBI double
to give the Blue Devils a 2-0 lead. In
the second, Ferro drew a walk and
Bonard laid down a bunt to move him
to second. Ferro advanced to third on
a throwing error and scored on a wild
pitch. Two walks and two stolen bases
later, Olsen smacked his two-run single
to put the Blue Devils up, 5-0.

Mike Cappiello led off the eight-
run third inning with a single to right.
The Blue Devils then took advantage
of five walks, including Mike
Melillo’s bases-loaded walk, two
fielding errors, two singles, includ-
ing Joe Vall-Llobera’s RBI slash to
right, and Bonard’s grand slam that
slammed into a tree in right field.

“It was the first pitch, a high fast
ball about letters high. It looked as
big as a basketball so I leaned back
and cracked it,” said Bonard. “The
bases were loaded and I wanted to get
some RBI to give us the 10-run mark.
I was real happy that I hit my first
varsity home run, first high school
home run. I haven’t hit one out of the
park since about fourth grade.”

The Blue Devils added the final run
in the fourth inning after Matt
Laughlin singled and scored on Dan
Melillo’s RBI double to left.
Plainfield 000 00 0
Westfield 238 1x 14

“I give Ryan all the credit in the
world,” said Blue Devil Head Coach
George Kapner. “It’s an accomplish-
ment to win the Union County Tour-
nament at first singles once, let alone
twice, especially your sophomore and
junior years. That’s a positive for Ravi.”

Blue Devil James Chu, the defend-
ing second singles champion, soared
past Plainfield’s Connor Cattaffe
without blemish before rocking
Johnson’s (ALJ) Mike Keenan, 6-1,
6-0, in the quarters. Chu then stopped
Dayton’s Mario Grant, 7-5, 6-3, in
the semis. In his championship match
with John Angiouni of Summit, Chu
prevailed, 4-6, 6-2, 6-4

“To be champ at second singles as
a freshman and a sophomore is about
as impressive as Krueger,” said
Kapner.

Raider Scott Leyden received a

forfeit in the second singles first round
then was stopped, 6-4, 6-1, in the
quarters by NP’s Ray Le. Leyden
battled his way back and rebounded
with a 6-1, 6-2, victory over Roselle
Park’s Will Robles to set up a match
for fifth place with GL’s Mike Yang,
whom he defeated, 6-2, 6-1.

Blue Devil Greg Luppescu stepped
up and shutout Plainfield’s Marquis
Smith at third singles then repeated
the act with Union Catholic’s (UC)
Trevor McPherson in the quarters.
After defeating GL’s Elish Le, 6-0, 6-
3, in the semis, he defeated Summit’s
Alex Zerfoss, 6-3, 6-1, for the crown.

“He was very prepared,” said
Kapner. “The strength of our team
has been our depth, way deeper than
our first seven kids. We must give all
the kids credit.”

Raider Dan Nizri topped Linden’s

Marco Mario in the third singles first
round before falling to GL’s Elish Le,
6-4, 6-2. Nizri also battled his way to
the fifth-place consolation match af-
ter defeating UC’s McPherson. Nizri
beat Dayton’s Rob Krebner in three
sets, 6-4, 3-6, 7-6 (7-5).

Blue Devils Dean Thompson and
Akis Evangelidis shutout Plainfield’s
Rich Bouillon and Adam McWilliams
then blanked UC’s Matt Flynn and
Derek Borge in the first doubles
quarterfinals. In the semis, they de-
feated Summit’s Elliott Coven and
Andy Vance, 6-1, 6-1,to roll to the
championship match where they
crushed NP Pioneers Bill Beck and
Andrew Fezza, 6-0, 6-1.

“They only gave up three games
the entire tournament! They have not
lost a set all year. They may be the
best doubles team in the state,” ex-
pressed Kapner.

Raiders Mike Devisio and Ted
Rosenblatt rolled to the first doubles
semifinals with respective wins over
Cranford’s Derek DeCagna and James
Casale, 6-1, 6-2, and ALJ’s Steve
Villari and John Monagle, 6-0, 5-7, 6-

1. In the semis, they were stopped by
NP’s Beck and Fezza, 6-4, 6-1. The
two Raiders finished fourth after fall-
ing, 6-4, 6-1, to Summit’s Coven and
Vance.

Top-seeded Blue Devils Graeme
Stahl and Justin Snyder knocked off
UC’s Spencer Davis and Matt
O’Donnell, 6-1, 6-2, to advance to
the quarters where they shutout ALJ’s
Eric Genocchio and Brian Lutz. In
the semis, they stopped NP’s Steve
Lester and James Davies, 6-0, 6-0.
Stahl and Snyder then defeated
Summit’s Alex Kramer and Zach
Goff, 6-4, 6-1, for the title.

“They ran through the tournament
like a knife through butter,” com-
mented Kapner.

Raiders Chris Thompson and Mike
Cejovic won their first round match,
6-1, 6-4, over Linden’s Kamil
Chandosko and James Fernandez at
second doubles before being stopped,
6-3, 2-6, 6-3, by NP’s Lester and
Davies. After stopping ALJ’s
Genocchio and Lutz, they lost
Dayton’s Justin Wolf and Colin
Greden, 6-3, 6-2 for fifth place.

FANWOOD

RECREATION
SPONSORS THE FOLLOWING

SUMMER SPORTS CAMPS

Weeks July 9 -July 13  August 6- August 10
For more information please email

fanwoodsoccercamp@yahoo.com or
go to the website at www.fanwoodsoccercamp.com

July 2- July 6 July 23 -July 27
For more information please email tbaylock@spfk12.org

     Weeks are June 25 to June 29 and July 16 to July 20
For information please email kewing@spfk12.org

Camps are run by Scotch Plains Fanwood High
School District Adult Teachers and Coaches

Raider Basketball Camp

Fanwood Baseball Camp

Fanwood Soccer Camp

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TWO-TIME UCT 2ND SINGLES CHAMP…Blue Devil sophomore James Chu
won his second, UCT second singles title.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
UCT THIRD SINGLES CHAMPION…Blue Devil Greg Luppeschu claimed his
first UCT third singles crown. See picture on page 19.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SECOND AT FIRST SINGLES…Blue Devil Ravi Netravali placed second at first
singles for the second straight year.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
VERY SCARY ON THE BASES…Blue Devil Sean Ferro, No. 24, scored twice,
stole a base and caused a few throwing errors against the Cardinals.

Jocelyne Holden
 Sales Associate

Direct Dial:(908-233-2694)

jocelyne-holden@burgdorff.com

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  600 NORTH AVENUE, WEST  •  (908) 233-0065

Manor Park Presents
A lovingly cared for side entrance Colonial boasting pride in ownership. This
notable home features spacious rooms, a recently updated kitchen, with an
adjacent first floor family room.  Second floor highlights include a master
bedroom with an updated bath and walk in closet as well as 3 additional,
generously sized bedrooms and a second bath.  Amenities comprise a first
floor laundry room, gleaming hardwood floors, CAC, a 2 car attached garage,
a wood burning fireplace, and new windows.  Offered for $719,000
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WF U9 Chelsea Levels
Hillsborough Girls, 5-1

The Westfield Chelsea U-9 girls
soccer team leveled Hillsborough, 5-
1, on April 22. Chelsea remained un-
beaten after three games.

Laine Yamano scored early in the
game. Marina Gialanella, Julia
Gretsky and Allie Hopper were the
unstoppable defenders that left
Hillsborough no scoring opportuni-
ties.

Chelsea’s offense dominated the
second half. Cecily D’Amore and
Hailey Tosato controlled the midfield.
Mary Albano, Shelby Taylor and
Carly McDevitt netted spectacular
goals. Rachel Holt scored the fifth
goal in the fourth quarter.

FSPY ‘C’ Gymnasts Earn
Win at South Mountain

Sean Elliott Qualifies
For Golf Championship

Sean Elliott, age 13, opened his
New Jersey competitive golf season
by placing first in the Boys 12-13
Division in the District Qualifier for
the Optimist International Junior Golf
Championship, hosted on April 22 at
the Stone Harbor Golf Club in Cape
May Courthouse.

Elliott, with a score of 74, secured a
coveted spot in the Optimist Junior
event, hosted this July at the PGA
National Resort in Palm Beach Gar-
dens, Fla. Elliott is an eighth grader at
Edison Intermediate School and is the
2006 Roselle Golf Club Junior Invita-
tional Champion as well as the 2006
Hyatt Hills Men’s Championship Di-
vision and Junior Division Champion.

St. Bart’s Softball League
Holds Annual Player Draft

On April 24, the St. Bart’s Men’s
Softball League held their 29th an-
nual player selection draft. The draft
allotted 15 players to each of the 10
teams. Approximately half of the
league’s players attended the very
exciting event. The teams, captains
and sponsors are listed by division:

ANGELS DIVISION:
St. Patrick, Jack Kennedy, St. Onge
Law Firm
St. Joseph, Dean Talcott, Greenkeepers
St. David, Dave Rothenberg, Rossi Fu-
neral Home
St. Michael, Mike Jonny, Golden Age
Guitar
St. Luke, Luke Fugett, LeStrange Secu-
rity

SAINTS DIVISION:
St. Aloysius, Joe Romash, Kingpin
St. Stephen, Howard Bialos, Audio
Video Design Group
St. Anthony, Tony Perconte, Standard
Pest Control
St. Jude, Joe DeChairo, Family Inves-
tors
St. Anne, Joe McEvoy, Sideline Sports

Based on the outcome of the draft,
league pundits have prognosticated
that St. Luke and St. Michael in the
Angels Division and St. Jude and St.
Anthony in the Saints Division are
headed for successful seasons.

On Thursday, May 11, the first game
of the season will be played at Scotch
Plain’s Brookside Park and will pit St.
Anthony against St. Jude. Admission
is free for the first 250 fans.

For more information about the
league, please visit the league’s
website at www.stbartssoftball.com.

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Y “C”
gymnastics team won with a team
score of 103.35 in an April 21 meet
against the South Mountain and
Somerset Valley Y ‘C’ teams.

9U age group: Danielle Scheu took
third on vault and fifth on balance
beam. Kelsey Milo took fourth on
beam.

Ages 10-11: Lauren Lockfeld won
the all-around. She had a powerful
vault and a fluid uneven bars routine
to take first on both events. Lockfeld
also placed second on beam and floor
exercise. Marissa DiBella took sec-
ond in the all-around and captured
first on beam and floor. She also took
second on vault and unevens. Meghan
Yessman captured third all-around,
taking third on vault and sixth on
floor. Briana Lolo tied with Yessman
for sixth on floor and also took fourth
in the all-around and on vault. Abigail
Fontana earned third on vault and
floor, and placed sixth on beam. Tessa

DeMaria took fourth on unevens and
fifth on vault. Rachel Butler and
Marissa Lamastra grabbed third and
fourth, respectively, on beam.

Age 12+: Michelle Rogoff cap-
tured second in the all-around, plac-
ing first on vault, third on floor and
fourth on beam. Leya Quinones took
third all-around, first on floor, third
on beam and fourth on unevens. Jamie
Rubenstein got second on unevens,
third on vault and fifth on beam. Joelle
Pisauro took second on vault. Paige
VanBuskirk, Heather Mullen and
Danielle Rosenblatt also turned in
solid routines.

FSPY ‘C’ team’s next competition
will be the New Jersey YMCA State
Championships on May 12 at the
Madison YMCA.

Elizabeth Bataille
Sales Associate

Burgdorff ERA’s highest and most prestigious award

–The President’s Council Award –
An honor reserved for the top 17 sales associates in a company of over 700 

T his award separates leaders from the rest. At
Burgdorff ERA, our leaders are given the most

distinguished honor, membership into the President’s
Council. They surpassed industry standards and
reached the pinnacle of success. These fine
professionals demonstrate the integrity, commitment to
service and excellence that are the hallmark of Burgdorff
ERA. The President’s Council embodies the ideal of the
Burgdorff Vision and defines “extraordinary professionals
exceeding expectations.”

It is a distinct privilege to introduce Elizabeth Bataille
into the 2007 Burgdorff ERA President’s Council. 

We applaud and congratulate you!

Pat Hoferkamp, President and COO

Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.                                                                                                                         www.burgdorff.com

Westfield Office 
600 North Avenue West, Westfield, NJ 07090

Direct Phone: 908-518-5294 
Office Phone: 908-233-0065

Authentic Victorian (Circa 1862) In fine condition inside & out.
Magnificent woodwork, built-ins, oversized doors/windows (2
bays), fixtures & hardware throughout.15 spacious rooms, high
ceilings,up to10 BR's; many closets. Updated amenities. Newly
renovated kitchen: w/cherry cabinets; granite tops; 2 pantry’s. On
a 1/2-acre w/glorious gardens. Walk to downtown Westfield. FSBO/
Broker-friendly:1,729,000. For brochure/appt call 908 233-7578.

High School Softball
Union County Tourney:

FIRST ROUND:
WESTFIELD 10, PLAINFIELD 0

Cyndil Matthew (4-for-4) tripled and
had four RBI for the second-seeded,
10-1 Blue Devils. Lindsay Brown struck
out 11, walked none and pitched a two-
hitter. She also had an RBI triple and
scored twice.
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD 3,
RAHWAY 2

Kelly Cianciotta (3-for-3) whacked a
solo home run and scored twice and
Brianne Mahoney allowed just four hits,
while fanning eight and walking five, to
lead the third-seeded, 9-3 Raiders.
GOVERNOR LIVINGSTON 3, OAK
KNOLL 0

Capri Catalano struck out 15 Roy-
als, walked none and yielded just two
hits for the top-seeded, 9-0 Highland-
ers. Nicole Ruggiero singled, tripled
and scored a run.
CRANFORD 7, UNION CATHOLIC 3

Deanna Russomanno (4-for-4, RBI,
run scored), Melissa Ciericuzio (3-for-
3, RBI) and Katherine VanBenschoten
had a two-run triple for the 9-4 Cougars.

The Elizabeth High School base-
ball team received the top seed for the
upcoming Union County Tournament,
which begins today at the higher
seeded team’s field. The first round
will also be held at the higher seed on
Saturday,  May 5. Cranford received
the second seed, Roselle Park was
seeded third, Governor Livingston
was seeded fourth and Westfield re-
ceived the fifth seed.

The quarterfinals are scheduled for
May 9 at the higher seed. The semifi-
nals will be played at Williams Field

in Elizabeth on May 12 at noon and 3
p.m. The final will be held on May 19
at Memorial Field in Linden at 8 p.m.

PRELIMINARIES (MAY 3)
17. Plainfield at 16. Brearley; 20.

Hillside at 13. New Providence; 18. St.
Mary’s (Elizabeth) at 15. Rahway; 19.
Roselle at 14. Dayton

FIRST ROUND (MAY 5)
Plainfield/Brearley winner at Eliza-

beth; 9. Union Catholic at 8. Scotch
Plains-Fanwood; 12. Summit at
Westfield; Hillside/New Prov winner at
GL; Rahway/St. Mary’s winner at
Cranford; 10. Roselle Catholic at 7. Lin-
den; 11. Johnson at 6. Union; Dayton/
Roselle winner at Roselle Park

Elizabeth Gets Top Seed For UCT Baseball

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FOURTH AT FIRST DOUBLES…Raiders Ted Rosenblatt, left, and Mike
DeVisio placed fourth in the UCT at first doubles.

© 2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate
Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

WESTFIELD . . . Charming 3 Bedroom , 1.5 bath colonial , family rm.
with fireplace off EIK and  huge backyard with plenty of room for expansion.
WSF #0247    $649,900

WESTFIELD . . . Enchanting Wychwood Colonial with 4 Bdms3 1/2 baths
LR Dr, Country EIK, Den and Family room. 3 Fireplaces. , English garden
located on one of the prettiest lanes in Westfield.  WSF #0333    $1,125,000

ELIZABETH “BETH” KRONCKE...

Westfield Office
209 Central Ave.

(908) 233-5555 x132

Elizabeth “Beth” Kroncke
Sales Associate

NJAR Circle of Excellence

Cell: 908 337-5971
www.elizabethkroncke.com

......because you’re worth it…



Page 20  Thursday, May 3, 2007 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

CONTINUED ON PAGE 21

CONTINUED ON PAGE 21

WF PAL’s John Dugan Named
NJSYFL Grid Coach of Year

WRESTLING ON RISE, MORE THAN 100 IN PROGRAM

Westfield PAL Matmen Score
Big at State Mat Tournament

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

John Dugan of Westfield was re-
cently named “Coach of the Year” by
the board of the New Jersey Subur-
ban Youth Football League
(NJSYFL). Dugan has been a coach
in Westfield PAL football program
since 1998 and started flag football in
Westfield 1999 with 67 players, which
grew to over 450 players this past
season.

“We started it as an inaugural award.
We feel that John has gone above and
beyond in his commitment to the
youth of our communities, not just in
Westfield, but throughout the Subur-
ban Youth Football League. He caused
a great fostering relationship between
communities,” said league commis-
sioner Russ Yeager of the Fanwood
Police Department.

Previously, Dugan has been a coach
of Watchung Hills and Somerville
Pop Warner football programs. He
has also coached youth basketball
and baseball in Westfield.

Dugan is currently employed by
UBS Financial Services. He has been

a police officer in the Town of
Westfield as well as a Detective Ser-
geant in the Somerset County Pros-
ecutors Office.

Currently, as a PAL coach, “I strive
to have players see that this is a true
team sport and that it is more than just
a football program.”

In the past, Dugan has taken
Westfield players to Irvington to as-
sist with their program to increase
registration in that town to keep kids
on the playing field and off the streets.
The Westfield PAL has supplied
Irvington with new cleats as well as
football jerseys (that were donated)
at their annual football awards ban-
quet.

“This has allowed players in
Westfield to see what players their
same age in towns, like Irvington
face on a daily basis,” said Dugan.

In December, 2004, Dugan and his
PAL team successfully – Dave Corbin
of The Leader was allowed to tag
along and take pictures – demon-
strated their talents in the presence of
76,000 fans during halftime of the
Giants/Eagles game at Giants Sta-

dium.
“We actually did this back in 1999

as well. My son John and I went to a
Giants/Packers game and saw the PAL
team from Rumson run out there and
play. I said to John, ‘We are going to
do that. I just have to see the right
people.’ Having contacts in the Gi-
ants organization has been so good to
the Westfield PAL,” said Dugan who
added.

“That day, I don’t know who had
more fun. People like you and I and
the coaches or those kids! The Giants
tapped them on the helmets and were
talking to them. To be able to act like
a professional football player! We
ran a hook-and-ladder, a couple of
reverses, crowd pleasers. The crowds
were cheering and you could hardly
hear each other talk. It is something
special to do that in front of 76,000
people. A large number were watch-
ing. One of the kids from 1999 actu-
ally has a shrine set up in his room
with the shoes that he wore that day,
along with pictures. And he won’t let
anybody touch them.”

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PAL wrestling is very alive and
doing very well in Westfield. The
Westfield PAL advanced K-6 pro-
gram enjoyed its third consecutive
winning season in the Central Jersey
League. The grade school team, which
had been winless the past three years,
won nine matches this year. Eight
youth in the PAL program qualified
for the state tournament and three
placed in the “Elite Eight”.

“Two years ago, the program had
approximately 60 kids starting the
season only to have about 40 to 50
finish. We didn’t feel that we were
going in the right direction, so we
decided to make a push to get it
going to the level that it was years
ago,” said Westfield PAL wrestling
Director Al Rabinowitz in a video
interview at The Leader/Times of-
fice on March 22. “There used to be
140 kids in the program. We went

out, whether it be a soccer game,
basketball game or football game,
and would find the best athletes or
kids who were interested. We would
go to their parents to get the kids in
the gym. Now, for the last two years,
we started with over 100 and we’ve
ended with over 100. That hasn’t
been done since the early 90s.”

Rabinowitz, who has been involved
since 1995, was a head coach prior to
being director. He also coaches in the
Westfield Youth baseball program in
the spring and summer, and had played
in the Westfield Softball League that
disbanded in the late 1990s.

According to Rabinowitz, “Our
current fourth grade class is the first

real group of kids that we actively
recruited. The enrollment in our pro-
gram from that grade on down is very
strong.”

The youth program has been di-
vided into three levels. The Red,
coached by Darren Composto, is de-
signed for kindergarten to second
graders who are new to the program.
The White is a low-level travel squad
coached by Tom Miller and the Blue
team, coached by Harry Kalimtzis,
who has been with the program four
years, competes in the rugged Cen-
tral Jersey League (CJL).

“We decided to start different level
programs we call Red, White and
Blue. We start with the fundamentals
and spend four months getting them
ready for the next level. The White is
a travel team at a little bit lower level
(than the Blue) designed for kids from
second grade to sixth grade. They
would do that for maybe two or three

Additional Special Sports Section from ‘This is Westfield’

PAL Wrestling Video:
on www.goleader.com

Click “Video” on top
Click “Video” on left side

Coldwell Banker®, Since 1906, America's Premier Real Estate Company

Denotes Open House

Coldwell Banker Home Loans
888-317-5416
Concierge Services 800-353-9949
Global Relocation Services  877-384-0033
Previews International Estates Division  800-575-0952

Mobility Broker Network

www.ColdwellBankerMoves.com

Westfield 908-233-5555
209 Central Avenue

Some people think just any real estate company will do.
Others expect more.

Scotch Plains Scotch Plains

Westfield Westfield

1994 Colonial.  4 bedrooms, 2.1 baths, large eat-in kitchen
w/center-island, family room fireplace, master with luxury
bath.  WSF0263

Spacious ranch on approximate .29 acre.  New designer
kitchen, 4 bedrooms, 3 baths, huge finished basement.
WSF0344

Spacious 4 bedroom, 2.1 bath Stonehenge home.  Family
room fireplace, French doors to porch, large private yard.
WSF0318

OPEN HOUSE: Sun. 5/6/07 1-4PM - 765 Warren St.
Beautiful custom colonial.  5 bedrooms, 3 full baths, 2-
zone heat & cac.  DIR: Scotch Plains Ave., Warren.
WSF0561

4 bedroom colonial.  Box beam ceilings, stone fireplace,
hardwood floors, enclosed porch with heat.  Nice prop-
erty.  WSF0340

Westfield

© 2006 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

$649,900 $499,900 $899,500

$1,195,000 $789,000Westfield
4 bedroom pristine colonial near town, NYC trans.  Elegant
entry, new state-of-the-art kitchen, family room, rec room,
deck. WSF0177

$899,900

David B. Corbin (December 2004) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BIG DAY FOR THE WESTFIELD PAL FOOTBALLERS…In December 5, 2004, the Westfield PAL football team and
coach John Dugan dashed out of the shoot at Giants Stadium to perform in front of a crowd of 76,000 cheering fans.

Horace R. Corbin (March 2007 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RECOGNITION FOR A JOB WELL DONE…Eight members of the Westfield PAL wrestling team with two of the coaches
pose for a picture with Assistant Publisher/Sports Editor Dave Corbin after a video session at The Westfield Leader office
this past March.
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Kimberley Aslanian Haley 

Redefining Real Estate
NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE PLATINUM LEVEL 2002, 2004 & 2005

© 2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  
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908.301.2004 - Direct Line 
Kim.Haley@CBmoves.com 
www.KimHaley.com 

Business 908.233.5555 
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090   

RESIDENTIAL  BROKERAGE

Coldwell Banker 

Spacious and pristine four bedroom Colonial home nestled in the heart of Wychwood.  This fine home boasts a 
formal Dining Room and Living Room with fireplace, Eat-in Kitchen with adjacent Family Room with built-ins, 
hardwood floors, extensive moldings, central air, new windows, master bedroom suite with full bath, attached garage, 

finished Recreation Room, office &  more!                                                         Offered for $879,000 

WYCHWOOD COLONIAL WITH FAMILY ROOM

PRISTINE COLONIAL ON THE BOULEVARD

Spacious Colonial home on a tree lined Westfield street.  Perfect for entertaining are the sun-filled Dining Room & 
Living Room w/gas fireplace.  This fine home boasts hardwood floors, new central air & furnace, new windows, 
master Bedroom w/new full bath & a spacious deck overlooking fenced and manicured grounds.          

                    Offered for $779,900

This impeccable home that exudes quality is nestled in a quiet Westfield neighborhood.  This fine home offers a 
formal Dining Room & Living Room w/fireplace, 1st floor Office & Family Room, new gourmet eat-in Kitchen, 
patio, hardwood floors, arched doorways, leaded glass windows, central air, master bedroom with private bath, all 

new windows, new baths and new roof.                                                                                Offered for $849,000

EXTENSIVELY RENOVATED ENGLISH COLONIAL

SPRAWLING HENRY WEST WYCHWOOD GEM
Elegant & spacious 10 room Henry West Colonial. The charm is abundant as this fine home graciously sprawls 
across its property located in one of Westfield’s most desirable neighborhoods.  Displaying quality craftsmanship & 
classic décor, this Wychwood gem is close to Echo Lake.  The 2 fireplaces, hardwood floors and sunlit rooms are 

only a few of the captivating features that this premier residence has to offer.                      Offered for $1,150,000 

WYCHWOOD CENTER HALL ON CUL-DE-SAC

Extensively renovated Center Hall Colonial on Wychwood cul-de-sac boasts a formal Dining Room & Living Room 
w/fireplace, new eat-in Kitchen, first floor Family Room, screened porch overlooking impeccably manicured 
property, hardwood floors, central air, new master and main bathrooms, finished basement with Recroom, new 

windows and fenced yard.                 Offered for $1.2 million

UNDER CONTRACT

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

WESTFIELD OFFICE

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

908-233-5555, EXT. 169
DIRECT LINE: 908-301-2015

© 2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

email: hye-young@att.net

Hye-Young Choi
#1 Realtor in the Westfield Office - 2005

Top Associate, Total Production - 11 Years!

NJ Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1987-2001
Platinum Level: 2002-2006

Westfield . . . Buontempo Homes presents this well appointed luxury home w/11 RMS, 5 BR, 5 ½ BTH in the Indian Forest area. This
stately Colonial offers the finest in living space (approx 7400 sq.ft. inc finished lower level).Noteworthy features: MBR suite w/2 frplc
& custom wlk-in closet, 2 story Great Rm w/ frplc, access to expansive mahogany deck & French drs to SUNRM. 20ft. deluxe KIT w/
Brook Custom Cabinets, granite, butler’s pantry & BRKFT nook.  Living & Dining Rm w/accented ceilings, Library, guest suite,  3
CAR GRGE, exquisite landscape & interior molding package.        $2,695,000  WSF0905

Westfield . . . Magnificent custom built 12 room, 5 bedroom, 3 ½ bath colonial in  Indian Forest area. Exceptional features - spectacular
décor, incomparable upgrades, high ceilings, hardwood floors throughout, elaborate millwork, tray and vaulted ceilings. The dramatic
two story entrance foyer opens to  living room, banquet size dining room, large gourmet kitchen with top-of-the-line appliances,
butler’s pantry with wet bar and adjacent family room with gas fireplace and library/play room . Impressive master bedroom suite w/
private sitting room, his her walk-in closets w/dressing areas, gas fireplace, master bath w/ whirlpool bath, double sink vanity, separate
stall shower and skylight.. Four additional bedrooms with a Jack and Jill suite, 2 full baths and laundry complete this floor. A walk-up
attic and full basement provide additional areas for expansion.  3-car garage.        $1,800,000  WSF0913

Pristine 4 BR, 3 ½ BTH colonial w/new 2 story addition featuring KIT w/center isle,Viking appliances & adjacent FR w/French drs to
patio. LR w//frplc, formal DR, & den.  New MBR w/large wlk-in closet/dress RM, new spacious MBTH, 3rd flr w/BR suite & skylt.
Hwdfls, moldings.Close to town, trans, & park.        $938,000

Westfield . . . Charming 3-4 BR English Colonial close to school & town. Spacious LR w/frplc, Formal DR, Den and newer eat-in
KIT. Lrg MBR, newer main BTH w/whirlpool tub. Newly finished 3rd flr 26x15 with HT & AC. Hwflrs under carpet, oversz’d
garage, deck.        $599,000  WSF0337

Westfield . . . Renovated,charming, impeccable colonial .  Enchanting new mahogany porch opens to LR w/original chestnut molding ,
box beam ceil, wndw seat & custom new built-ins in Inglenook. Spacious formal DR w/cove molding, sunny new KIT w/granite cntrs,
ample cabinets. MBR w/new bath,  3 BR, all new 2 21/2 baths, new hrdwfls 1st fl, new 2 ZN HT , CAC, new paver patio, landscaping,
sprinkler sys. Fenced yrd, 2 CG, close to school.        $825,000   WSF0379

Open House, Sunday May 6th, 1-4, 526 St. Marks Ave., Westfield
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WF PAL’s John Dugan Named
NJSYFL Grid Coach of Year

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 21
seasons then Harry runs the Blue
team,” explained Rabinowitz.

“The Blue team is similar to the
White team in that it is second grade
on to sixth. It is a little bit more
advanced. The competition is stiffer
and it is probably in one of the tough-
est leagues throughout the state of
New Jersey,” coach Kalimtzis ex-
plained.

Brian Bulger, a sixth grader who
has been with the program five years,
won his CJL crown and finished with
a 9-1 record. Bulger noted that the
match he remembers the most was,
“the one I lost.”

Fourth grader Brendon Curry, a
57-pounder in his second year whose
favorite move is the nearside cradle,
finished his regular season 10-0 and
lost, 2-1, in the finals of the CJL Blue
team tournament.

“It was great match. It went right to
the end,” commented coach
Rabinowitz.

Vincent Difilippo, a third grader
whose favorite move is a Petersen
roll, competed primarily against fifth
and sixth graders.

“This is a kid you just love to have
on your team. He doesn’t stop,” said
Rabinowitz.

Zach Rabinowitz, a 50-pound sec-
ond grader, finished 9-1 and lost a
squeaker in the finals of the CJL via
double overtime rideout.

Matt Rittendale, a 60-lb first grader
in his second year, went 8-2.

“My favorite move is the double
leg takedown,” commented
Rittendale.

Successful programs always include
behind the scene efforts. Rabinowitz
and Kalimtzis noted that they have
received great parental support.

“Years ago there were a handful of
parents who were doing all the work.
Now there are so many asking what
they could do to help. That’s a big part
of the success of the program,” said
coach Kalimtzis.

Successful programs, however, are
not without growing pains. “We need
more gym space,” pleaded
Rabinowitz. “We have grown so
much. We only get the high school
gym four days a week. So, we get
Edison cafeteria and Roosevelt caf-
eteria. We have to move all the tables,
get the mats out, clean the mats,
wrestle, roll the mats up, put them
back in the closet and put all the
tables back. We will practice prob-
ably 11 practices during the week
among all the different age groups so

if anybody would like to give us more
gym space, feel free.”

Despite the growing pains, the
majority of the wrestlers have shown
great progress and eight qualified for
the state tournament. To qualify, an
individual must place in the top three
in one of eight qualifying tourna-
ments, held throughout the state.

“They take the top 24 kids for the
state. The juniors and intermediates
were held in Elizabeth and the midg-
ets and Bantams were held in Union.
They had six mats running at a time,”
explained coach Kalimtzis.

Christian Barber (intermediate
eighth grader), Matt Albano (inter-
mediate eighth grader), Helen
Delpopilo (intermediate eighth
grader), Erik Godzieski (intermedi-
ate eighth grader), Pafumi (interme-
diate seventh grader), Skibitsky (jun-
ior seventh grader), Mike Kalimtzis
(junior seventh grader) and Matt Bar-
ber (midget fifth grader) all won bids
to enter into the competition.

Skibitsky, who has been in the pro-
gram since first grade, placed eighth
in the state at 95-lbs. It was his second
state qualification.

Pafumi, who has been competing
since second grade and won his class
at states last year, place third this year

at the 130-lb class.
“I had a pretty good season. I came

back off a broken wrist,” said Pafumi.
“Tony wrestled 112 last year as a

second-year junior. The divisions are
broken into two-year intervals. He
had to jump up to a first-year interme-
diate so he was mostly wrestling
eighth graders. He also jumped up to
130-lbs. That’s a significant jump. To
come back and take third place is a
big accomplishment,” said coach
Kalimtzis.

Matt Barber placed fourth in the
state tournament and his brother
Christian, who also qualified, com-
mented, “My favorite move is the
switch.”

“(Westfield High School) Coach
(Glen) Kurz has got his eye on a few
of these guys and is interested in
having them up with the program,”
commented coach Kalimtzis.

“We had a little over 100 kids in the
program and we had eight kids place
in the states. That’s a pretty high
percentage. We are heading in the
right direction and this is our future.
I’m very proud of them,” concluded
coach Rabinowitz.

Any parents interested in having
their child enroll in the program can
visit www.westfieldpalwrestling.com

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

Westfield PAL Matmen Score Big at State Tournament

In 2005, Dugan set up a team visit
with the PAL sixth grade team, who
were Super Bowl Champions, with
veterans at the Lyons Veterans Hospi-
tal in Lyons. Players mingled with
veterans from the WWII, Korean and
Viet Nam wars and learned about
some of the sacrifices that these vet-
erans made for their country.

“A life-long friend of mine, Bill
Ard, who played professional foot-
ball came to me and said, ‘come on I
got to go up to Lyons Hospital and
sign some footballs.’ I went up there
with a few of the (New York) Giants
and watched them interact with some
of the veterans. I said, ‘You know
what? The kids who I coach would
really appreciate it.’ I told the parents
that we would spend an hour with
them,” said Dugan. “Well, it was about
two-and-one-half hours because the
kids responded so well with the veter-
ans. They were listening to veterans
who were shot out of the sky during
World War II and Viet Nam. They
were listening to veterans who were
held in captivity by the Japanese.
These kids were so enthralled and the
veterans really responded to the kids.

It was a great mix.”
Similar visits by the PAL footballers

are planned for this spring with a
children’s hospital.

“He is the epitome of a great coach-
ing person. He represents what we
want in our football league,” said
Yeager.

“I really believe in making this more
than just a football program,” said
Dugan. “We signed up in June, we
started in September and we finished
in November. That’s it! It’s springtime
and we will be visiting a children’s
specialized hospital. This is why I like
to make it throughout the year. I want
them to have that camaraderie.”

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker / Sales Associate

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1993-2006
Platinum Level: 2003-2006
Direct Dial: 908-301-2038

#1 Agent Westfield Office - 2004, 2006
#1 Listing Agent Westfield Office - 2004-2006

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  908-233-5555
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COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

737 Prospect Street, Westfield $1,449,900
Wonderful new home built with great attention to detail on deep lot featuring an open front
porch; 2 story entry Foyer; formal Living and Dining Rooms; Kitchen w/center island and
eating area open to Family Room w/fireplace; Master Bedroom suite with walk in closet and
private bathroom; 2nd floor laundry; and multi zone heating and cooling.  Great location
close to town and across from playground!

1 Max Place, Westfield $1,275,000
Spacious Mahoney Built home on cul-de-sac of new homes featuring an airy Foyer flanked
by Formal Living and Dining Rooms; gourmet Kitchen w/center island open to Family
Room w/fireplace and sliders to yard; large Master Suite w/full bath, Sitting Room and walk
in closet; walk up 3rd floor with full bath; 1st floor Laundry; beautifully landscaped property!
Convenient to all schools and Tamaques Park!

5 Short Hills Lane, Scotch Plains $1,399,900
Wonderful Turn of the Century estate nestled on over 2 acres of magnificent rolling grounds
with an inground pool including 6 Bedrooms and 3 full baths; a sun-drenched Kitchen
with center island; Master Bedroom suite; and a 7+ car Garage.  Beautifully maintained
and expanded in keeping with it’s architectural integrity.  Truly a must see!

516 Donato Circle, Scotch Plains $489,900
Mint condition 2 Bedroom 2 ½ bath End Unit in the Reserve with over $40k in upgrades
featuring a Kitchen w/granite counters, upgraded cabinets and stainless steal appliances;
Living Room and Dining area w/hardwood flooring; Master Bedroom w/walk-in closet
and full bathroom, upgraded tile packages and one car attached Garage.  Convenient to
RT’s 22 and 78.

5 Max Place, Westfield $1,399,900
Spacious brick front Center Hall Colonial on quiet cul-de-sac featuring an open Entry Foyer
flanked by formal Living and Dining Rooms; Eat-In Kitchen w/island, granite counters and
new stainless steel appliances open to Family Room w/fireplace; 5 Bedrooms including one
on the first floor and a large Master Bedroom Suite w/full bath, walk-in closet and sitting

741 Norman Place, Westfield $975,000
Stately 4 Bedroom 3 ½ bath Center Hall Colonial nestled on beautiful grounds graciously
appointed with an entry Foyer flanked by a Living Room w/fpl w/access to porch; Formal
Dining Room; Eat-In Kitchen; Master Bedroom with full bath and walk in closet area; first
floor Bedroom/Den w/adjacent full bath; Recreation Room w/powder room; and 2 car
attached Garage.  Other amenities include a sprinkler system, alarm system, newer furnace
and hot water heater.

920 Summit Avenue, Westfield $679,900
Picture perfect Colonial in terrific location!  Living Room with hardwood floors, bay window
and fireplace; Formal Dining Room; updated sunny Kitchen w/beautiful tile work.  Flexible
floorplan offers two additional first floor rooms to use as Family Room, Office or Playroom.
Three generous sized bedrooms; gorgeous re-done main Bath.  Nicely finished basement
with Recreation Room and full bath.  New herringbone patio in private backyard overlooking
town owned woods.  Many updates thru-out.  Move right in!

521 Summit Avenue, Westfield $549,900
Excellent opportunity! Two family home on great residential street just a block from the
train station. Each floor offers a one bedroom apartment with high ceilings and vintage
charm: Kitchen; Living Room; Dining area and full bath.   Also, could easily be returned
to a one family house with 3 Bedrooms, first floor Family Room.  Nestled on a deep lot
with 2 car Garage.

17 North Wickom Drive, Westfield $569,900
Immaculate 3 Bedroom 2 full bath home on nicely landscaped property featuring a sunny
Living Room; extended Formal Dining Room; nice size Eat In Kitchen; large first floor
Family Room w/fireplace; Butlers Pantry; first floor Laundry; Recreation Room and 1 car
Garage.  Great location close to schools and Tamaques Park.
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• Attained Weichert’s “1,000
Marketed Club” in 2006, 
marketing more listings than
any other active sales associate
in her Weichert region 

• Winner of prestigious Weichert
regional awards in 2006,
including Top Listings, Top
Resale Listings, Top Resale
Revenue Units, Top Resale
Marketed Listings, and an
award for achievement within
the Weichert Family of
Companies

• Weichert President’s Club,
1991-2006, representing the top
1% of Weichert sales associates 

• NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales
Award 2002-2006, Gold Level

• NJAR Million Dollar Sales Club 1987-2001, Gold Level 

• Weichert 2006 Million Dollar Sales and Marketed Clubs 

• A dedicated professional for 21 years, who extends superior service to each customer and
whose track record speaks to her ability to bring results

Put her neighborhood knowledge and professional expertise to work for you. 

Invite Kathleen Gwaldis in, and she'll bring results.

Call Kathleen for direct service at 908-400-8409, 
or e-mail to kgwaldis@weichert.com

KAT H L E E N GWA L D I S
New Career Milestone: 

“1,000 Successfully Marketed Listings” 

Join us in honoring Kathleen Gwaldis:

M E E T O U R N E W S U M M I T M A N A G E R .
WEICHERT® PROUDLY CONGRATULATES

W E S T F I E L D O F F I C E
908-654-7777 /  185 EL M ST.  /  WE S T F I E L D,  NJ

Kathleen Gwaldis, center, with Jim Weichert, president, and Jace Botti, senior v.p.

Open Sunday, 1-4pm 
1029 Coolidge Street, Westfield 

SCOTT GLEASON TEAM 

RE/MAX Properties Unlimited 
200 North Ave East Westfield NJ 07090 

www.WestfieldLife.com 
908-518-5456 

Brace yourself for love at first sight.  From the paving block drive to the mas-
ter bedroom fireplace, this luxuriously appointed new construction flaunts the 
same passion for quality and artistry on the inside as you see from the curb.  

4BR, 2.5 baths.                        Offered at $1,399,000 

WESTFIELD – The Westfield/
Mountainside Chapter of the Ameri-
can Red Cross has released their
schedule for their spring course/
classes in lifesaving skills.

Adult CPR (cardiopulmonary re-
suscitation) classes will be held four
different times. Participants need only
attend one of these dates. Classes will
be held Wednesday, May 9, and Tues-
day, May 29. A third class will be
offered on Monday, June 18. All three
of these classes will run from 6 to
10:30 p.m.

A day class will be offered on Fri-
day, June 8, from 9:15 a.m. to 1:45
p.m. This course teaches participants
how to deal with choking, breathing
and cardiac emergencies with adults.
The course also includes training and
certification in AED (automated ex-
ternal defibrillation) use.

Infant and Child CPR classes are
scheduled for Sunday, May 20, from
9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. and Friday, June
22, from 6 to 10:30 p.m. This course
covers choking, breathing and car-
diac emergencies for infants (birth to
1-year-old) and children (ages 1 to 12
years old). A stand-alone class of
infant CPR course will run on Friday,
May 11, and Monday, June 4. Both
classes will be held from 6:30 to 10
p.m. A stand-alone child CPR class
will run on Thursday, May 10, from 6
to 9:30 p.m. and Monday, June 25,
from 6:30 to 10 p.m.

The community first aid and safety
class will be held on Saturday, May
12, and Saturday, June 23. Both
classes will run from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
It will also be held on Wednesday and

Thursday, May 30 and 31, from 9:15
a.m. to 2 p.m. This course teaches
participants what to do in breathing
and cardiac emergencies and first aid.
The course certifies participants in
CPR for infants, children and adults
and first aid. The CPR portion of this
class can be taken on these days with-
out the first aid.

For those who need to re-certify in
this course, classes will be on Friday,
May 11, from 9:15 a.m. to 2 p.m.;
Sunday, June 3, from 9 a.m. to 1:45
p.m., on Thursday, June 7, from 6
p.m. to 10:30 p.m. and again on Mon-
day, June 11 from 9:15 a.m. to 2 p.m.

First Aid training classes will take
place on Wednesday, May 23, from
9:15 a.m. to 1:15 p.m.; Friday, June
1, from 6:30 to 10:30 p.m., and Sat-
urday, June 23, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
This course teaches participants how
to check the condition of conscious
and unconscious victims, how to rec-
ognize and care for life-threatening
bleeding, sudden illness and injures.
Participants who pass this course
will receive a three-year certifica-
tion in first aid.

CPR/AED for the Professional
Rescuer (infant, child, adult, two-
person CPR and AED) class will be
offered four times. The first will be
on Monday and Tuesday evening,
May 14 and 15, from 6 to 10 p.m. It
will also be offered on Sunday, May
20, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Saturday,
May 26, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., and
Friday, June 1, from 9:15 a.m. to
5:15 p.m. This course is intended for
individuals who have the duty to
respond to emergencies such as life-

guards, EMTs, and health care pro-
fessionals.

For those who have current certifi-
cation in this course but need to re-
new, re-certification classes will be
held on Wednesday, May 16, Friday,
May 25, Thursday, May 31, and Tues-
day, June 5. All of these classes will
be held from 6 to 10:30 p.m.

For a full listing of classes and
courses (including babysitters train-
ing) being offered this spring, see the
chapter website at westfieldmtside-
redcross.org or call the chapter at
(908) 232-7090.

All training classes take place at
the Westfield/Mountainside Chapter
of the American Red Cross, located at
321 Elm Street in Westfield. Advance
registration is required and space is
limited. For more information, call
(908) 232-7090 or e-mail the director
of health and safety at
johnsonsafety@comcast.net.

GOP Women to Welcome
Ex-White House Official

MS Library Book Sale
Set for June 2 and 3

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Friends
of the Mountainside Library will be
holding their semi-annual book sale
on Saturday, June 2, from 10 a.m. to
5 p.m. The sale will include adult and
children’s books.

“Bag Day” will be held on Mon-
day, June 4, and Tuesday, June 5,
where a bag of books can be pur-
chased for $5. Seniors will receive a
20 percent discount on Bag Day.

Donations will be accepted Tues-
day, May 29, Wednesday, May 30
and Thursday, May 31. Books will
accepted if in good condition as well
as DVDs and CDs but no textbooks or
encyclopedias. All proceeds will sup-
port library programs.

The library is located on Constitu-
tion Plaza in Mountainside.

Bramnick to Run
For Minority Whip

WESTFIELD – Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (R-LD21) announced Mon-
day his intentions to run for the posi-
tion of Assembly Minority Whip, the
third highest position within the Re-
publican Caucus

Mr. Bramnick has served in the
Assembly since 2003 and has been
the Assistant Minority Whip since
2005. He also serves as the ranking
Republican on the Assembly’s Law
and Public Safety and Consumer Af-
fairs Committees.

COUNTY – The Union County
Republican Women will hold their
fourth annual breakfast meeting at
the Canoe Brook Country Club in
Summit on Saturday, May 19.

The event will feature Karna Small
Bodman, author of the new romance
thriller “Checkmate” and former se-
nior director of the National Security
Council for President Ronald Reagan.

Ms. Bodman was a television news
reporter and anchor, first in San Fran-
cisco, Calif. and later in Washington,
D.C. She also hosted a nationally
syndicated television program on
business and economics as well as a
news/talk radio show.

She served during the Reagan Ad-
ministration as deputy to Jim Brady,
the president’s press secretary. Later
she became a senior director and
spokesman for the National Security
Council. Ms. Bodman was the high-
est-ranking woman on the White
House staff.

“Checkmate,” her first novel, is a
political thriller about a young scien-
tist who develops a new technology
for missile defense, and a White House
official who tries to help her when
foreign agents attempt to steal the
program for their diabolical schemes.

The UCRW also will honor two of
Union County’s outstanding Repub-
lican women. One of the honorees is
Kathi Fiamingo, currently a
Kenilworth councilwoman and vice
chairman of the Union County Re-
publican Committee and the former
Kenilworth Municipal Chairwoman.
The other honoree is attorney Angela
Perun of Plainfield, a former two-
term New Jersey assemblywoman.

The breakfast is open to all regard-
less of political affiliation. Tickets
are $35 per person. For more infor-
mation and to reserve tickets, please
call Elyse Bochicchio Medved at
(732) 574-8830 or e-mail at
lexelyse@cs.com.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.comRed Cross Offers Lifesaving

Skill Courses in May, June

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

Susan M. Checchio
Sales Associate
Direct Line: 301-2014
E-mail: SueChecchio@comcast.net
www.suechecchio.com

WESTFIELD OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

©2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Incorporated.

Westfield . . . The prestigious Boulevard is the setting for this gracious 16 room Colonial built in 1890 on
a 210' deep lot.  Rumored to have aspects designed by legendary architect Stanford White, this handsome
home with wrap-around front porch boasts superb architectural details, grand proportions and many
custom features. Old world charm begins with a wrap-around front porch and continues throughout, with
high ceilings, arched alcoves, four working fireplaces, back staircase, leaded windows and more. Wonderful
home for entertaining. Current owner has entertained two governors and a senator with hundreds of
guests! All this is offered in a desirable location in proximity to commuter transportation, superb schools
and an award winning downtown.  Offered for $1,099,000  WSF0171
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For additional information or a private tour, please call: 
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NJAR Circle of Excellence—2006 Gold Award 
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600 North Avenue West   Westfield, NJ 07090 
Office:  (908) 233-0065 

Owned and operated by NRT Incorporated. 
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     OPEN HOUSE~SUNDAY, MAY 6th ~ 1-4 PM 

622 Fourth Avenue  Westfield, New Jersey 

Open House Sunday May 6th 1:00—4:00PM 
This endearing Colonial, with a sunny disposition, enchants you with a wrap-around 
front porch, setting tranquil tone that spills over into the interior. Hardwood floors, 
moldings, archways and numerous windows craft an engaging interior. Enjoy many oc-
casions in the living room with bow window and handsome formal dining room.  The up-
dated kitchen grants access to the powder room, deck and yard. There are three nice 
sized bedrooms and an updated bath. Enhancing this lovely portrait is a new rec room & 
office, a backyard with deck and recent updates. Presented for $549,000. Dir: South 
Chestnut to Fourth  

                        Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

    JOYCE TAYLOR, SALES ASSOCIATE
     908-233-6417, Direct Dial 

     NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2006 

Pampered Chef Helps
‘Whip’ Cancer in May

WESTFIELD — According to the
American Cancer Society, approxi-
mately one in eight women has a
chance of developing invasive breast
cancer in their lifetime. But thanks to
early detection through regular
mammograms and effective treat-
ment, the five-year survival rate has
improved to 98 percent.

With a majority of its 60,000 inde-
pendent sales force and 12 million
annual customer base comprised of
women, The Pampered Chef has dedi-
cated the month of May to Help Whip
Cancer.

Help Whip Cancer with Educa-
tion Each May, Pampered Chef In-
dependent Consultants educate
millions of people across the United
States on breast-cancer awareness
through the company’s Help Whip
Cancer campaign. Consultants pro-

vide one-on-one education
through: special fundraiser cook-
ing shows.

The campaign is shared with people
who may have family members or
friends who have been touched by
breast cancer.

The Pampered Chef invites people
to celebrate food, friends and family
by hosting a Help Whip Cancer
Fundraiser Cooking Show. Guests
can taste recipes and receive cook-
ing and entertaining tips from a con-
sultant, while raising money for
breast cancer awareness and early
detection.

For more information about Help
Whip Cancer, hosting a cooking show
or purchasing Help Whip Cancer
products, call Karen Infantino, inde-
pendent consultant for The Pampered
Chef, at (908) 654-4097.

Unlock a Treasure Chest
Of Ideas at the 2007 WSW

WESTFIELD – In this era of mass
media, young writers can uncover a
wealth of ways to convey their oral
and written words in the courses of-
fered by the communications depart-
ment of the 2007 Westfield Summer
Workshop (WSW).

The Creative Writing course, for
students in grades 3 and 4, allows
participants to gain experience with
writing, reading and performing po-
etry, monologues and dialogues. An-
other writing course gives students,
in grades 3 through 5, the opportunity
to see how myths, legends, tall tales
and fables are an exciting part of
literature in Myths and Legends.

Returning to this department this
year is the Book Club, for readers in
grades 3 and 4, who will engage in
discussions and activities related to
the books they read.

The WSW offers three separate
courses in video techniques. In
Movie Makers, videographers, in
grades 5 though 8, learn various au-
dio and video techniques, and con-
tribute ideas for costumes, scenery
and props while acting in a movie
production.

New to the communications de-
partment this year is Summer Fling.

In this class, students in grades 3 and
4 can explore science, “Amazing Fly-
ing Machines,” creative writing,
“Drawing on the Right Side of the
Brain,” and become involved in drama
activities tailored to the interests of
the group.

The WSW program, for students
in pre-school to grade 12, offers
courses in arts, crafts, dance, drama,
kaleidoscope, music, theater and
musical theater. Classes begin on
Monday, June 25 and continue until
Friday, July 27. The program will be
held at Edison Intermediate School,
located at 800 Rahway Avenue in
Westfield.

The day begins at 8:30 a.m. and
ends at 12:30 p.m.; however, students
may enroll for less than five classes as
long as they are consecutive. Arrange-
ments can also be made for early
morning drop-off at 7:30 a.m. and an
Afternoon Adventures program is
offered in conjunction with the
Westfield YMCA.

For information on the Westfield
Summer Workshop and a complete 16-
page comprehensive brochure, call the
special summer number at (908) 518-
1551 or visit them online at
njworkshopforthearts.com. By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER

3 popcorns

Director Gregory Hoblit’s Fracture
doesn’t take the usual whodunit path. In
the opening scenes, we’re made privy to
the crime, the cold-blooded settling of a
score by cuckolded Ted Crawford. It
seems so obvious. Then we learn the state
may not be able to prove its case.

You see, Anthony Hopkins’s culprit,
an aeronautical wizard when he isn’t per-
petrating a devilishly calculated retribu-
tion against his considerably younger wife,
is a genius. And that’s genius in the full,
Sir Anthony Hopkins sense of the term.

In this case, the super-smart guy you
hate to admire has oxymoronically raised
the crime of passion to a high art, if not an
exact science. And wondering whether or
not he’s a true mastermind, the perpetra-
tor of the perfect crime, is what’ll keep
you firmly glued to your seat until the
closing credits roll.

However, for all his brilliant planning,
it’s ironically a flub that lets old Ted get
one big giant step ahead of the law. It
seems Ryan Gosling’s Willy Beachum,
an assistant D.A., wasn’t on full alert
when he was assigned the case, his anten-
nae and sixth sense not functioning to
their full, perspicacious capacity.

Blame the momentary indifference on
his youth. And throw in a classical case of
hubris while you’re at it. Our legal prodigy,
much to the chagrin of superior Joe
Lobruto, etched with altruistic eloquence
by David Strathairn, had just recently
announced his intention to go corporate,
over to the dark side, corner office and all.

Full of himself, distracted by tuxedo
fittings and the bevy of colorful swatches
you must sort through when they call your
lucky number, he had his eye on the exit
sign. In truth, he was hesitant to accept
this last assignment.

“Oh, just take it,” urged colleague
Norman Foster (Josh Stamberg). “We’ve
got the gun and a signed confession.” In
short, it’s the proverbial open and shut
case. And you know how that cliché goes.

In court, surprising one and all,
Crawford decides he will defend himself.
What’s more, he claims his innocence,
contending he was coerced into the con-
fession. But here’s the corker. Figure it
out and you earn full bragging rights. The
gun, recovered at the scene, turns out not
to be the crime weapon after all. Huh? But
we saw it.

Of course, Willy is nonplussed. He was
so close. One last easy case and then on to
the big money. And now this, a conun-
drum, a challenge, and an insult at that.
He just can’t walk away from it. It’s who
he is. We quietly cheer…this cat-and-

mouser should be good. And it is.
The minor, perfunctory love interest

(Rosamund Pike), a fancy gal boss who
comes with the new job, is hardly de-
lighted by the turn of events. Drop all that
idealistic stuff and get over here fast, sez
she. I can only hold the golden gates open
for so long.

But Willy can hardly hear the corpo-
rate siren. He’s had a drubbing, doubt-
less his first humiliation. The good part
is that by cascading from golden boy to
well-intentioned dupe, he’s now earned
the right to be our underdog hero. Gosh
knows he needs someone to root for
him.

It’s not that difficult. Following up his
multi-nominated portrayal of Dan Dunne
in Half Nelson (2006), Gosling has found
yet another star venue and perhaps his
stride.

We like Willy Beachum, a slightly
drawling, laconically enamoring fellow
whose homespun style and moral indig-
nation suggest a young Sam
Ervin…maybe before a watershed hum-
bling set him on the right path. You’ll
recall that it was the late senator who,
whilst championing the Watergate hear-
ings, Socratically insisted he was but an
“old country lawyer.”

Save for that tragic stumble, Willy’s
wisdom belies his years. And now that
he’s learned his lesson, hopefully justice
will be served. That is, if it’s not too late.

Meanwhile, Hopkins’ diabolical plot-
ter is having a grand old time, chiding his
young adversary with assorted missives
and deeds of one-upmanship. Although
some may recognize more than a bit of
that Hannibal Lecter omniscience, toler-
ating the slight overlap is a small price to
pay for the resulting entertainment.

Reminiscent of the genre-defining en-
mity shared by Sherlock Holmes and Pro-
fessor Moriarty, Hoblit handles the icy
repartee between young and old genius
with notable glibness. But where the “L.A.
Law”/”N.Y.P.D.” veteran director truly
excels is in how he helps Gosling shape
the crime drama attorney: part lawyer,
part gumshoe and, ultimately, the film’s
moral conscience.

It’s a world of endless intricacies, pos-
sibilities, loopholes and surprises. And
just about every aspect of it is packed into
this scintillating sleuther. Break away to
see “Fracture” and you’ll be assured some
rip-roaring suspense at the movies.

* * * *
Fracture, rated R, is a New Line Cin-

ema release directed by Gregory Hoblit
and stars Anthony Hopkins, Ryan Gos-
ling and Rosamund Pike. Running time:
112 minutes.

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

Fracture:
A Tough Case to Crack

Lenard’s ‘Decade Of Work’
Coming to UCC Cranford

CRANFORD – The exhibition “A
Decade Of Work” – Paintings and
Prints 1997-2007 by artist Jessica
Lenard will be on display in the
Tomasulo Gallery in Union County
College’s MacKay Library from Fri-
day, May 18, through Thursday, June

28.
The gallery is located on the first

floor of the library on the college’s
Cranford campus at 1033 Springfield
Avenue. The exhibition of Ms.
Lenard’s work will include paintings,
etchings and monoprints. The works
are autobiographical images, inspired
by sources of everyday life.

The work covers a decade of visual
territory from domestic issues to a
later extensive series reflecting her
commute to her Jersey City studio,
which depicts a beautiful but gritty
urban landscape portrayal of the
Pulaski Skyway. At the same time,
she moved from painting on canvas to
creating mixed media works on pa-
per, combining digital photography,
etching, and transfers into one
monoprint.

Ms. Lenard is part of many public
and privately held collections, some of
which include the New York Hospital
Cancer Center, the Library of the
Museum of Modern Art, The Newark
Museum, The Newark Public Library,
Rose Art Museum at Brandeis,
Zimmerli Art Museum and that of
former New York City Mayor Rudolph
Guiliani. She currently teaches paint-
ing and printmaking at the Visual Art
Center of New Jersey in Summit.

The exhibit will debut on Friday,
May 18, with a reception from 6 to 8
p.m. in the gallery on the Cranford
campus of Union County College,
located at 1033 Springfield Avenue.
Gallery hours are 1 to 4 p.m. on
Mondays through Thursdays and 10
a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturdays. Evening
hours are 6 to 9 p.m. on Tuesdays
through Thursdays. For more infor-
mation, call (908) 709-7155.

ON DISPLAY…This Empire State Building monotype is one of the artworks of
Jessica Lenard to be displayed at Union County College’s MacKay Library in
Cranford from Friday, May 18, through Thursday, June 28.

Dog Show-Contest Set
At Chelsea at Fanwood

FANWOOD – The Chelsea at
Fanwood, an assisted and indepen-
dent living community located at 295
South Avenue, will host its third an-
nual dog show and contest on Satur-
day, May 19, from 10 a.m. to noon.

Anyone interested in entering a
dog in the free competition may pick
up an application at The Chelsea.
The entry deadline is Monday, May
14. All participating dogs will re-
ceive treats, and prizes will be awarded
to the three “top dogs.”

For more details, call Linda
Caminiti, community relations direc-
tor at The Chelsea, at (908) 654-
5200, extension no. 511.

Susan M. Checchio
Sales Associate
Direct Line: 301-2014
E-mail: SueChecchio@comcast.net
www.suechecchio.com

WESTFIELD OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

©2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Incorporated.

This pristine four bedroom, three and ½ bath Ranch is located in a desirable Mountainside
neighborhood. Recent improvements include stunning remodeled eat-in kitchen with center island,
two new baths, newer furnace and cooling systems, garage doors, landscaping, alarm system and
more. Additional features include a family room with cathedral ceiling, skylight and access to backyard
as well as convenient first floor laundry. Beautifully decorated, this wonderful home in move-in
condition offers a rare opportunity to enjoy carefree living in a great location!   For details and additional
photographs, visit www.suechecchio.com.  Offered for $789,000  WSF0381
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CLASSIFIEDS

MEDICAL ASSISTANT /
RECEPTION

Westfield - Immediate FT/PT
position for outgoing person in a
boutique medical practice.
Experience in venipuncture, BP,
EKG, etc. Computer knowledge a
plus. Contact Office Manager

 (908) 232-1345 or
Fax resume  (908) 232-1697

NAILTECH & UTILITY ASST

(2) P/T Positions: Nail Technician
& Utility / Shampoo Asst with NJ
License or NJ School Permit for
Clark Salon. Basic manicures-no
acrylics. Call (908) 561-6417

MATH TUTORING

Preparing for finals?
June SAT’s?

Expert instruction by exp.,
certified, NJ HS math teacher,
MA. Patient, exc. refs.

(732) 603-9521

NEED A TUTOR?

Certified teacher in gen. ed and
spec. ed, MA. Flex sched. K-8.

Call (908) 447-9572.
Am a Wstfld. res. but will travel.

FOR SALE BY OWNER

Scotch Plains, By owner. Best
Buy. Avail 4BR Ranch, 3 Bth Huge
Fam Rm. On cul-de-sac. Must be
seen. Great neighborhood $615K.

Call (908) 789-9140
or (908) 451-9607

MATTRESS SETS

Queen $175, King $275
Brand new w/warranty

Still in plastic, can deliver.
Call (732) 259-6690

CARPET REMNANTS

Mill direct
50%- 60% off retail prices,
great colors/sizes, plushes

and berbers,
from $89 to $249

(908) 705-2535

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

Westfield - Professional 1st Floor
office space available for rent near
town. Approximately 1000 sq. ft.
Off-street parking available.
For more info. call (908) 654-8000.

OFFICE BUILDING FOR RENT

Insurance Agents, Lawyers
Accountants.

2700 sqft Office Building
Furnished, Utlities, Internet,

Kitchen, Conf. Room, Parking
Mountainside (908) 337-7200

WANTED TO BUY

OLD FISHING/HUNTING ITEMS
Rods, Reels, Lures, Art,

Decoys, Books
and Related Items.

(908) 233-1654

OPEN HOUSE SUN 1-5

MOUNTAINSIDE
4 Greenwood Road

Featured in Better Homes &
Garden Mag, 4 BR COL, 2 full, 2
half bath; 3 firepl; LOW TAXES;
.733 ac; Dir: NProv Rd to Hillside;
R on Mtview; R on Greenwood.
$1,050,000; (908) 654-1407

WOODWORKING

ACCENTS WOODWORKING
Custom Cabinetry and finish
carpentry. Mantles, built-ins,

bookcases & vanities. Custom
kitchens & cabinet re-facing.

Portfolio & references.
Bruce Thiel (908) 358-2325

HOMES OF DISTINCTION!

WESTFIELD - Parkview Avenue,
Nearing completion, 4,200 sq ft
Center Hall Colonial. High end
quality home built by Buontempo
Builders. Contact Rich Buontempo

(908) 416-6739
WESTFIELD - Fairacres Avenue,
Handsome design, 12Rm Center
Hall Colonial, 3,995 Sq ft home,
luxury millwork and detail thru-out.
Full details call Rich Buontempo

(908) 416-6739
ERA Village Green Realtors

(732) 381-7477

OFFICES FOR RENT

WESTFIELD - Prof Building, Suite
of Offices, 1600 sq ft, Lower level.
Can divide. Off-street parking

(908) 232-3250

SUMMER MATH TUTORING

Expert instruction by exp., cert.,
HS math teacher. MA. All levels,
K12, calc., SAT’s. Patient, exc.
refs, great results. (732) 603-9521

MATH TUTOR

Affordable tutoring and effective
organizational skills offered at your
convenience for students in middle
school to 10th grade. Proven track
record of Distinguished Honor Roll
and member of National Honor
Society. References on request.

Call (908) 451-8988

SLEEPY HOLLOW HOUSE SHARE

Furnished 1 BR/pvt. bath
available, inc. utilities. New
kitchen, wood floors, screened
porch, fireplace, storage avail.
2nd BR avail. can be
used as den or office. $850.
Plenty of room in house.
Leave message (908) 337-9255

SEAWORTHY HUNTER 27' AVAIL

Solidly built in ’78 and loaded:
Radar, GPS, stern ladder, furling
140 genoa, 10 hp Yanmar inboard
diesel, 5 berths, electric fresh
water and bilge pumps. Berthed
in Barnegat. Price: $13,000.
Reason for sale is lack of time:
Son plays travel hockey. Phone
(908) 789-8636 Fax: (908) 789-4781

ITALIAN TUTOR WANTED

Tutor needed to teach
my wife and I Italian

at my home in Scotch Plains.
Call (908) 385-3601

GARAGE SALE

WESTFIELD
SAT 5/5 8AM-4PM

No Earlybirds!
Great furniture & Misc.!
Corner of Warren St.
& Lambertsmill Rd.

4 FAMILY GARAGE SALE

Sat. May 5, 8AM-3 PM.
652 Willow Grove Rd,  Westfield
We cleaned our Grandmas’ attics!

Fab stuff! furniture, oak
washstand, glassware, pewter,

antiques

ESTATE SALE

57 MANITOU CIR, WESTFIELD
5/5 & 5/6, 9AM - 3PM

Diggers Delight. 60 year
accumulation. Many books,
household items, 2 Mercedes
convertables, furniture, etc.
Garage & estate sale.

Rain or Shine

LEGAL SECRETARY / PARALEGAL

Busy Scotch Plains general
practice firm seeks secretary/
paralegal experienced in family
law and real estate. Extensive
client contact. Must be detailed
oriented and be able to work
independently. Salary comm.
experience. Fax resume/salary
requirements to (908) 322-2036

DENTAL ASSISTANT

Quality Periodontal practice
searching for an outgoing, self-
motivated dental assistant with
xray license. Exp. preferred, not
necessary. We offer a challenging
career opportunity in a team-
oriented environment. Computer
knowledge a plus. Salary
negotiable. Call (908) 233-9370

TEACHER ASSISTANT

A Westfield nursery school has
need for a sensitive and mature
individual with some college to
aide in the classroom. CDA a plus.
Send resume to: Nursery School
414 E. Broad St. Westfield,
07090 or fax (908) 232-9723.

Edwin James
RENOVATION SVCS.
•Bathroom Renovations

•Wood & Laminate Flooring

•Trim & Tiling

•Interior Painting

•Repairs

•Light Construction & More

732-887-4369

TILE
Repair
•Bathroom Tile

•Grouting & Caulking
•Re-Glue Loose Tiles
•Reset Soap Dishes

•Small Jobs

732-381-6635

Fully Insured NJ Pest Lic# 99066A

Landscape Construction LLC 

• Interlocking Brick Walks,

   Patios & Driveways

• Shrub & Tree Installation

• Grading / Drainage

• New Sod & Seed Lawns

• Complete Grounds Care

908-232-1630
Westfield, NJ

Residential & Commercial

Ince

Residential & Commercial Free Estimates • Fully Insured

RUDY CUOCO JR.
MASON CONTRACTOR, LLC

3rd Generation

CONCRETE DRIVEWAYS • SIDEWALKS • PATIOS

BRICK & BLOCK STEPS • CHIMNEYS

RETAINING WALLS • INTERLOCKING PAVERS

ADDITIONS • REPAIR WORK • ETC.

PHONE:  (732) 634-8890 CELL: (732) 770-1081

Rubbish Removal / Clean-ups

Basements • Attics • Yards

Demolition • Residential Contractors

Commercial Accounts Welcome

Containers Available (10 – 40 yards)

ABBA Disposal

Free Estimates – 24 Hour Service

908-561-4844
Westfield  • 908-232-1817

Residential & Commercial

Advanced Cooling
Air Conditioning  •  Heating  •  Refrigeration

Sheet Metal
Programmable Thermostats

Duct Cleaning
Duct Sanitizing

Walk-in Refrigeration
Freezer Repair

Electric Air Cleaners
Humidifiers

Residenital Commercial

A&J
Painting

20 Years Experience

Interior & Exterior

Powerwashing:

House & Decks

Seal & Stain

732-388-0717
Free Estimates Fully Insured

Lic. & Regist.  13VH00608200

SAT & SUN, 11AM-5PM
230 GOLFEDGE, WESTFIELD

Location:
exquisite col-de-sac in

desirable Wychwood area.
$1.599

www.continentalrealestate.com/
108967 mls#2326756

OPEN HOUSE

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

See More
CLASSIFIEDS

On Page 12
www.goleader.com

UNFURNISHED APARTMENT
FOR RENT

WESTFIELD. Super location for
this 3-4 Bedroom apt. with huge
Family Rm, off-street parking,
laundry facilities & much more.
$1900 per month.

BURGDORFF REALTORS
Westfield Office
(908) 233-0065

HOUSE FOR SALE

Active Adult Community
MLS#20707126 photos

Four Seasons@South Knolls, Jack-
son, NJ-near beaches, GSP, NJT-
exit 22 off 195 Stunning club house,
pools, great people. (732) 979-7334 WAITSTAFF

Private Country club in Westfield
seeking waitstaff. Excellent pay!
FT/PT. Benefits w/FT. Exp. pref’d.
Great oppty for stay at home moms.

Call (908) 232-4141
Ask for Jason

NEIDE HOUSE CLEANING

I will clean your house, apartment
or condo. Reliable, reasonable
rates. I do laundry. Good
references. 5 years exp. For each
client you give me, 1 extra job free.

Call me! (973) 583-5570 or
(973) 878-2181 Neide

PETSITTER

Dog Walker, Full or Part Time.
Mature experienced animal

lover. Transp needed.
(908) 654-1111

MISSING DOG

Male Vizsla named Seven.
Large reward if found or

returned. No questions asked!
Call Rich (908) 400-1818

SUMMER BABYSITTER

Experienced, college
sophomore with own

transportation is looking to be
YOUR summer babysitter.
Available June - August.
Call (908) 247-4810 and

reserve your summer sitter NOW.

NURSERY SCHOOL TEACHER

Early childhood educator with
state certification needed in a
Westfield Nursery School. Send
resume to: Nursery School,
414 E. Broad St. Westfield NJ
07090 or fax (908) 232-9723.

HOUSE CLEANING

European Lady
with excellent references will

clean your house immaculately!
Call Katrina (732) 890-6818

See More
CLASSIFIEDS

On Page 12
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Workshop Participates
In Lord & Taylor Benefit

WESTFIELD – This May, the New
Jersey Workshop for the Arts (NJWA)
will again take part in the Lord & Taylor
Benefit Bash, an event designed to sup-
port local non-profit organizations. The
all-day fundraising event will occur at
the Westfield Lord & Taylor retail store
on North Avenue on Tuesday, May 8,
from 9 a.m. until 10 p.m.

A $5 admission ticket to the shop-
ping event can be purchased at the
NJWA studios at 150-152 East Broad
Street in Westfield. Proceeds from the
ticket sales will contribute to the NJWA
piano fund. Last year, the organization
received an extra bonus for its high
attendance to the event, bringing it
closer to achieving its goal.

The admission ticket entitles the pur-
chaser to a variety of special benefits,
among them a 20-percent coupon to-
ward one regularly priced item, includ-
ing most cosmetics and fragrances. Also

included is a 15-percent all-day savings
pass that can be used toward all sale and
regularly priced merchandise.

Participants may also register for a
chance to win a $2,000 shopping ward-
robe and a $500 spa gift certificate.

Anyone who opens a Lord & Taylor
credit account that day will receive an
additional 15-percent off all purchases,
on top of the Benefit Bash coupons.
The NJWA will receive an extra $5 if it
is mentioned on the credit application.

The day will include appearances
by special guests, book signings and
mini-manicures. Children can meet
Spider Man in person or have their
faces painted by a clown from The
Big Apple Circus.

To obtain a pre-admission ticket and
savings coupons, visit the NJWA stu-
dios or phone (908) 789-9696. Addi-
tional information about the NJWA is
available at njworkshopforthearts.com.

Symphony of Fine Homes
To Delight on Friends Tour

WESTFIELD– The Friends of
Westfield Symphony Orchestra
(WSO), the auxiliary and fundraising
arm of the orchestra, will present a
medley of five stylish residences in
its annual Tour of Notable Homes, to
take place this Saturday, May 5, from
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Now in its 23rd year,
the self-guided tour will wind its way
through picturesque and storied neigh-
borhoods of historic Westfield.

“The tour is one of Westfield’s most
delightful local spring traditions,” said
Carole Leone, WSO Friends presi-
dent, “and this year we again present
a compendium of fine homes that
define good taste and embody the
pleasures of hearth and home.”

This year’s tour features five resi-
dences that represent a range of ar-
chitectural influences and design sen-
sibilities. They include a sophisti-
cated English Tudor cottage located
in the Stoneleigh Park enclave, an
extensively renovated colonial home
in the Wychwood section circa 1930,
a newly updated authentic Tudor, a
magnificent colonial that features a
landscaped family room with water-
fall and indoor pool and an expansive
newly constructed center-hall colo-
nial.

Mrs. Leone promised that the tour
would hold “something for every-
one.” One of the residences will fea-

ture a musical interlude, the always-
popular plant sale will feature gerani-
ums in time for Mother’s Day pur-
chase and refreshments will be served
in the garden of one of the homes.

The Friends will also offer a 50-50
raffle and a drawing for tickets to
WSO’s upcoming concert at Temple
Emanu-El on May 12.

All profits will benefit the WSO.
The award-winning orchestra, com-
prised of professional musicians and
led by Maestro David Wroe, is the
resident orchestra of Union County.

“The home tour is a key element of
the funding mix that’s necessary to
operate the orchestra,” said Elizabeth
Ryan, executive director of the WSO.
“We could not manage without the
Friends. Supplemental fundraising is
necessary because only about a third
of our revenue comes from the sale of
tickets.”

Tickets for the 2007 Tour of No-
table Homes are $25 ($30 at the door)
and can be purchased in Westfield at
the office of the WSO, Poppyfields,
The Town Bank locations, Baron’s
Drugs, The Town Book Store,
Coldwell Banker Realtors, Burgdorff
Realtors and Weichert Realtors.

Tickets are also available at
Christoffer’s Florist in Mountainside,
Irma’s Hallmark in Fanwood and
Martin Jewelers in Cranford.

The concert’s one lamentable ele-
ment was some awkward behavior
from the guest conductor. After a
sensitive, perceptive approach to
Schuman’s string work, Litton at
times morphed from a dynamic con-
ductor into a hyperactive, overzeal-
ous one. Unarguably, he culled won-
derful sounds from the NJSO, but his
wild jumping up and down stole the
focus from the musicians on more
than one occasion. Most regrettable
were the moments at the end of two
Rachmaninoff movements where the
audible stomping of the conductor’s
feet took something away from the
excellent pianist’s time to shine.

His acrobatics returned at the end
of the Beethoven symphony, and
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though one could understand the urge
to be carried away with at the heroic
work’s triumphant coda, the fact that
we’d seen Litton’s jumping jacks be-
fore merely recalled his ill-timed an-
tics from the first half of the program.

Those incidents aside, Litton led
the NJSO through rousing perfor-
mances good enough for the audience
to wish that this year’s concert season
wasn’t quickly drawing to a close.

*    *    *    *
The NJSO presents its season fi-

nale May 17-20, with performances
at NJPAC in Newark that Saturday
and Sunday. The program features
works from Strauss and Copeland,
along with Beethoven’s Second Sym-
phony.

CDC Holds Secret Garden
Opening Night Reception

CRANFORD – The Cranford Dra-
matic Club Community Theatre will
host a complimentary reception after
May 4’s opening performance of The
Secret Garden.

Refreshments will be served, and
cast members will be on hand to visit
with patrons. An exhibit of floral
photomonoprints and photographs
from local artists, “Our Secret Gar-
dens,” will run concurrently.

The featured artist is Shari Seltzer
of Westfield. Ms. Seltzer’s portrayals
of flowers will add to the spring cel-
ebration of the musical.

Ms. Seltzer has created art floral
photomonoprints for more than 20
years.

In addition, the CDC exhibit will
feature floral photography by members
of the club: Maurice and Patricia Moran,
Barbara Krause and Marilyn Court.
The upstairs gallery will also feature
“The Secret Gardens of New Jersey,”
giving information on many gardens in
the Garden State, including the Reese
Arboretum in Summit, Doris Duke
Gardens in Somerville and the New
Jersey Botanical Garden at Skylands.

The Secret Garden, based on the
beloved children’s classic novel by
Frances Hodgson Burnett, revolves
around 10-year-old orphan Mary
Lennox and how she brings hope and

love back into the life of her reclusive
and lonely uncle as she helps to re-
store the beauty of his secret garden
and the health of his ailing son.

Lindsay Maron portrays Mary
Lennox, while Russ Crespolini plays
her uncle, Archibald Craven. Other
key roles are Mary’s Aunt Lily (Sarah
Asplundh), Neville Craven (Phil
Levesque), the housekeeper (Peggy
Seymour), the housemaid (Melissa
Loderstedt), Archibald’s son Colin
(Steven Bunin), the head gardener
(Thom Korner) and Martha’s brother
Dickon (Derek Rocchini).

These characters advance the story
through the beautiful and inspirational
music of Lucy Simon and the book
and lyrics of Marsha Norman.

Patrons should reserve soon to take
advantage of the opening night re-
ception. Show dates are Friday and
Saturday nights at 8 p.m. from May 4
to 19, as well as a Sunday, May 13,
matinee at 3 p.m.

Tickets are $20 on a reserved-seat
basis and are available at the box
office at (908) 276-7611 or through
cdctheatre.org. Senior and student
discounts are available.

The CDC Community Theatre is lo-
cated at 78 Winans Avenue in Cranford,
off of Centennial Avenue near exit 136
off the Garden State Parkway.

By JAYNE SALOMON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

I can still remember the disappoint-
ment my brother and I would feel
when we’d ask our mom, “what’s for
dinner tonight?”

Her reply was always the same:
broiled chicken sprinkled with garlic
powder, salt and paprika; broiled lamb
chops, also sprinkled with salt and
garlic powder; sirloin steak with the
same seasonings or something she
called “potted chicken” and meat-
balls.

We’d groan to know we’d be suf-
fering through another typical dinner

and then just forget about it until the
next day. I suppose it wasn’t totally
her fault, but more a sign of the times.
I don’t think anybody was eating ex-
citing dinners like we do today or
even fresh vegetables, for that matter,
back in the 1950s and 1960s.

I know in the home I grew up in the
only fresh vegetables ever served were
corn on the cob and salad made from
iceberg lettuce (and I don’t think this
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even qualifies as a vegetable).
Like the dinner meats, the salad

was also always the same – iceberg,
tomatoes, green olives, cucumbers
and Italian dressing. Along with the
broiled meats, we were served canned
peas, canned French-cut string beans
or canned corn and a baked potato.

Maybe produce aisles didn’t exist
in the 1960s? Or maybe they just
didn’t stock vegetables, as I can re-
call fresh fruits. As a matter of fact,
canned fruits weren’t very popular at
all.

To Mom’s credit, she did cook ev-
ery night; never missing a single night,
not even on those rare nights when
she had a PTA meeting or some other
sort of function. It wasn’t until I went
away to college that I discovered deli-
cacies like fresh mushrooms, aspara-
gus and broccoli.

But my mother did make a dish
that, when we asked, “What’s for
dinner?” we were crossing our fin-
gers, hoping she would say “your
favorite.” She didn’t make it often,
but when she did, it was a big hit. And
although the ingredients are as basic
as can be, it is as delicious today as it
was then.

GARLIC BREAD
INGREDIENTS

1 loaf wide Italian bread
¼ cup olive oil
Garlic Powder
Salt
Paprika
Optional: Parmesan Cheese

PROCEDURE
Preheat the oven to 350 degrees.

Slice the bread, lengthwise. Liberally
brush both sides with the olive oil.
Heavily douse each side with the gar-
lic powder. Salt each side, according
to taste. Sprinkle with paprika.
Sprinkle with Parmesan, if using.
Place on the top shelf of the oven for
10 to 15 minutes and watch carefully.
Remove and slice. Serve warm.

GARLIC BREAD DIP
*Make this creamy dip for

garlic bread in advance. Serve
with garlic bread as well as
any warm bread. Use it as a dip
with fresh vegetables or at the
dinner table as a spread for
bread or crackers.

INGREDIENTS
6 garlic cloves
¼ cup mayonnaise
1/

8
 teaspoon salt

½ teaspoon parsley

PROCEDURE
Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Wrap

peeled garlic cloves in foil and roast
for 40 minutes. Remove from oven
and let cool for 5 minutes. In a small
bowl, mash the garlic. Add the may-
onnaise and blend. Add the salt and
parsley and mix well. Chill in the
refrigerator for at least 30 minutes.
Serve in a bowl.

TOMATO SAUCE
WITH SWEET

ITALIAN SAUSAGE
INGREDIENTS

3 pounds sweet Italian pork sausage
3 cans (14.5 ounces) tomato sauce
1 can (6 ounces) tomato paste
3 cloves garlic
2 bay leaves
Parmesan cheese

PROCEDURE
In a large frying pan, cut the sau-

sage into thirds and brown on all
sides. At the same time, pour the
tomato sauce and tomato paste into a
large pot. Add the garlic and bay
leaves. When the sausage is browned,
cut into bite sized chunks and add to
the pot. Cover and simmer for 1 hour.
Serve over spaghetti. Sprinkle with
Parmesan cheese.

Garlic Bread with Dip

RUMORS SPREADING…John Correll, on phone, and Stan Kaplan, seated,
appear in the Westfield Community Players production of Neil Simon’s comedy
Rumors, opening Saturday night.

Fanwood Carriage House
Series Presents Jack Wiler

FANWOOD – The Carriage House
Poetry Series invites the public to
attend a free poetry reading on Tues-
day, May 8, at 8 p.m. in the Kuran
Arts Center on Watson Road (adja-
cent to Fanwood Borough Hall, off
Martine Avenue). The featured reader
will be Jack Wiler.

Mr. Wiler was raised in Wenonah.
He has lived for the past 25 years in
Hudson County with a brief layover
in Wenonah four years ago. He has
been published in a number of liter-
ary magazines, primarily Long Shot
Magazine, which he also edited for
six years. He worked with the
Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation in

New Jersey as a visiting poet in the
schools and was a Festival Poet last
fall at the foundation’s Festival of
Poetry.

Long shot published his first book,
“I Have No Clue,” in 1996.
CavanKerry Press of Fort Lee pub-
lished his second book, “Fun Being
Me,” in 2006. Bob Holman recently
named it one of the 10 best books of
poetry in 2006 on about.com.

Admission is free. An open mic
will follow the featured performance,
and those attending are encouraged
to bring a poem and join in the read-
ing. For more information, call (908)
889-7223 or (908) 889-5298.

Musical Club Celebrates
National Music Week

WESTFIELD – The Musical Club
of Westfield will celebrate National
Music Week, May 6 to 12, with a
concert on Wednesday, May 9, at 8
p.m. at the First Baptist Church, lo-
cated at 170 Elm Street in Westfield.
The concert is open to the public at no
admission charge. A reception will
follow.

Local Westfield resident Charles
Milton Tremaine, who was then presi-
dent of the National Bureau for the
Advancement of Music, worked with
musical clubs around the nation to
found the first National Music Week
from May 4 to 10, 1924.

The Wednesday, May 9, evening
concert will feature performances by
F. Allen Artz, III, organ; John
Blasdale, piano; Nancy DeSisto,
mezzo-soprano; Elsa Hahn, soprano

accompanied by Mr. Artz, piano.
Mr. Artz will play on the organ

during J.S. Bach’s Concerto in A mi-
nor and his “Little” Fugue in G minor
along with Bartholdy’s Andante in D
Major with Four Variations. Mr.
Blasdale will play Beethoven’s Piano
Sonata in C minor.

Also, the Musical Club will hold
its annual luncheon on Wednesday,
May 16, at 11 a.m. at the
Shackamaxon Country Club in Scotch
Plains.

The luncheon will feature perfor-
mances by winners of scholarships
from the Musical Club. Reservations
are required by May 9. Those inter-
ested should contact Beverly
Thomson Shea at (908) 654-1036 or
e-mail btspiano@gmail.com for more
information.

St. Paul’s to Hold 15th-
Anniversary Spring Concert
WESTFIELD – Friends of Music

at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church will
present its 15th-anniversary spring
concert on Sunday, May 6, at 7 p.m.
The concert will feature The St. Paul’s
Parish Choir, joined by soloists and
members of the Grammy Award-win-
ning New Jersey Symphony Orches-
tra (NJSO), under the direction of St.
Paul’s Director of Music Charles
Banks.

The St. Paul’s Choir will perform
Francis Poulenc’s Gloria with so-
prano soloist Jamie Baer Peterson.

The concert will also include a
performance of Alexandre Guilmant’s
Organ Concerto by featured organ

soloist Brian Harlow. The concerto
will showcase St. Paul’s new pipe
organ consisting of four manuals and
nine divisions.

Mr. Harlow, prior to his recent ap-
pointment as director of music and
organist at St. Peter’s Episcopal
Church in Morristown, was associate
organist at St. Thomas Church on
Fifth Avenue in New York City.

St. Paul’s invites the public to at-
tend; a donation of $10 will be ac-
cepted at the door. St. Paul’s is lo-
cated at 414 East Broad Street in
Westfield, across from Town Hall.

For more information, contact Mr.
Banks at cbanks@stpaulswestfield.org.

Town Bookstore Hosts
Meet-and-Greet on Sat.

WESTFIELD – The Town Book-
store in Westfield will host a meet-
and-greet this Saturday, May 5.

From 2 to 4 p.m., the store will host
Montclair resident H. Bruce Franklin,
author of “The Most Important Fish
in The Sea: Menhaden and America.”

In this portrait of the oceans’ un-
likely hero, Mr. Franklin shows how
menhaden have shaped America’s
national and natural history and ar-
gues why reckless overfishing now
threatens their place in both.

Every year, one company, Omega
Protein, sweeps billions of fish from
the sea and uses them to make animal
feed, fertilizer and oil used in every-
thing from lineoleum to health food
supplements. The menhaden is cru-
cial to the diet of bigger fish, and they
filter the waters of the Atlantic and
Gulf coasts, playing a dual role in
marine ecology.

Those attending can meet the au-
thor at The Town Bookstore, located
located at 270 East Broad Street (cor-
ner of East Broad and Elmer Streets).

Anyone unable to attend this event
can call (908) 233-3535 to reserve an
autographed copy.

THANK YOUR LUCKY
STARS…Internationally renowned vio-
linist Xiang Gao will join Westfield Sym-
phony Orchestra at Temple Emanu-El
on Saturday, May 12, at 8 p.m.

WCP Ends Season With
Simon’s Comedy Rumors

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Community Players’ (WCP) produc-
tion of Neil Simon’s hit Broadway
comedy Rumors opens Saturday, May
5, at 8 p.m. in the theater at 1000
North Avenue, West in Westfield.

The show continues on May 12, 18
and 19 with all reserved-seat tickets
at $15. There is a benefit performance
open to the general public on Friday,
May 11, for a sponsoring organiza-
tion, with those tickets priced at $25.

Director Naomi Yablonsky and as-
sistant director Jerry Yablonsky have
the cast in final rehearsals for the
May 5 opening, assisted by producer
Letty Hudak and stage manager Bar-
bara Ruban.

The setting is an elegant dinner party
in upper Manhattan hosted by the

deputy major of New York, Charley
Brock. As guests arrive, they discover
the deputy mayor passed out with a
gunshot wound and no one else around.

To keep a scandal under wraps,
guests take turns confusing the cops to
buy time for Deputy Mayor Brock to
wake up and explain himself. With
characteristic wit, comedic timing and
sharp dialog, Simon shows us what
happens when gossip outraces the facts.

The cast includes Debbie Frank
Briamonte of Scotch Plains and Ellen
Dooley and Stan Kaplan of Westfield.

Call the box office at (908) 232-
1221 for further details. All non-mem-
ber tickets must be pre-paid to secure
a reservation; WCP member tickets
will not be honored for benefit per-
formances.

‘Movies In May’ Screens
Best in Local Cinema

SCOTCH PLAINS – More than 20
cinematic productions by local film
makers will be featured in this year’s
“Movies In May” Film Festival tak-
ing place in Scotch Plains and
Fanwood between Thursday, May 10,
and Saturday, May 12.

Now in its third year, the festival
provides viewers with a chance to see
productions created by local filmmak-
ers, ranging from students to profession-
als.

This year’s festival includes the
world premiere of As Cool As Jennifer
II: New Beginnings. Directed by Peter
Paul Basler, this spy thriller was shot
almost entirely in Scotch Plains and
Fanwood during the summer of 2005
with a professional cast and the assis-
tance of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School television production students.

Also featured will be 7th Inning
Stretch, starring Scotch Plains resi-
dent and lead singer of The
Smithereens, Pat DiNizio. Originally
airing on ESPN last year, 7th Inning
Stretch explores the relationship be-
tween baseball and rock ‘n roll though
Mr. DiNizio’s attempt to enter the
world of minor league baseball.

Mr. DiNizio, along with most of the
filmmakers, will be on hand to answer
questions about their productions.

“We have a great lineup of films this
year,” said “Movies In May” founder
and festival curator William
McMeekan, Jr. “It’s a nice mix of
drama, comedy and documentary work
that I’m sure our audience will enjoy.”

New to the festival this year will be
the “Library PSA Contest,” which
challenges local directors to create
short public-service announcements
highlighting the offerings of the
Fanwood and/or Scotch Plains librar-
ies. Awards will be presented to the
best of these productions.

The 2007 “Movies In May Film
Festival” will open on May 10 at 7
p.m. at the Scotch Plains Television
Studio located in Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School.

Screenings on May 11 take place at
the Fanwood Memorial Library, also
beginning at 7 p.m. The final day of the
festival, May 12, will begin at 1:30
p.m. at the Scotch Plains Public Li-
brary. All screenings are free of charge.

For more information, including a
schedule of films and screening times,
visit fanwoodlibrary.org/filmfest/ or
call (908) 322-6400.

Juxtapose Showcases
Due Sorelle Jewelry

WESTFIELD – Jewelry-designing
duo Due Sorelle will once again par-
ticipate in a Mother’s Day jewelry trunk
show at Juxtapose Gallery in Westfield
on Saturday, May 12, between 11 a.m.
and 5 p.m.

The designer will offer a full inven-
tory and selection to accommodate
many tastes. This year’s collection
will include sterling silver and vermeil
with both colorful and muted icy
tones.

Clear crystal and earthy bohemian
styles, incorporating leather and eth-
nic beads, are hit trends for spring
and summer. Long layered chains
remain popular, and many of the neck-
laces are adjustable and can be worn
a variety of ways for optimal style.

Those who attend can be outfitted
in the latest styles, or stop in to buy a
Mother’s Day gift.

Due Sorelle Jewelry

By VICTORIA McCABE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Confession: I got into this album
because I had to.

In my life, there’s so much music,
so little time – so, admittedly, if some-
thing doesn’t hook me in quickly,
there’s no guarantee I’ll always make
an effort to get into it.

But this was a case of necessity.
The Format opened up for Guster at
Loyolapalooza, Loyola College’s
spring weekend concert, last Sunday,
and I had to be prepared. The Format’s
debut, “Interventions & Lullabies,”
is deliciously catchy from start to
finish, so I was psyched to hear what
they’ve been up to since 2003.

Their sophomore effort, “Dog Prob-
lems,” is in many ways a departure
from their first full-length release.
“Interventions & Lullabies” serves
up bright alt-pop; their latest album
draws on much more layered
instrumentals and gives off a kind of
carnival vibe. It’s still sunny, but it’s
not as immediately accessible.

I considered giving up on the al-
bum, finding it a bit cheesy the first
time through, but I owed it to my
sister to show up for her spring con-
cert ready to sing. A listen or two
later, I couldn’t believe I had almost
written it off – the songwriting matu-
rity, depth and fun that were initially

elusive suddenly jumped out all over
the place.

“Oceans” and “She Doesn’t Get It”
are wonderful pop gems – wildly
singable, they could stay on repeat all
day and never get old.

The title track sounds like the hypo-
thetical product that would be created
if the Beach Boys and Queen harmo-
nized outside the big tent at a three-
ring circus. Instrumental vamps and
carefree swirls abound, along with
several tempo changes. At first it’s a
little disconcerting, but it’s the best-
crafted song on the album, and it gets
more fascinating with each listen.

Harmonies harkening bands that
built their sound on layered vocals are
all over the place. “I’m Actual” is a
fantastic early track – as singer Nate
Ruess keeps crying, “can we please
take this hour and talk about me?,”
backing vocals can take credit for build-
ing up the energy. It’s the same with
“Time Bomb,” as Queen-like outbursts
get better each time they enter.

Don’t make the mistake I almost did
by giving up on “Dog Problems” too
soon. Download “The First Single (You
Know Me)” from the band’s debut
album, and then give “Dog Problems”
a chance – it’s the kind of musical
experience that, once you get into it,
you’ll have no idea how it didn’t im-
mediately grab you in the first place.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

Vic’Vic’Vic’Vic’Vic’s Pics Pics Pics Pics Picksksksksks
No ‘Problems’ – Format’s Second

Album Worth Second Listen
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Books Show Children

That Every Day is Earth Day
By MARYLOU MORANO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Earth Day is celebrated but once a
year – on the 22nd of April. But
celebrating, respecting and acknowl-
edging all that the earth means to us
should be something we do each and
every day. These books will help
young people do just that.

Readers who are in middle school
and older will enjoy reading “The North
Pole Was Here: Puzzles and Perils at
the Top of the World” by
New York Times science
reporter Andrew Revkin
(Kingfisher, 2006).

The author will
arouse a young
person’s curiosity with
his writings about his
travels to the North
Pole. There are lots of
photos and other visual
aids peppered throughout the narra-
tive. Prospective science majors will
find this book of particular interest.

Eratosthenes of Cyrene is the an-
cient Greek librarian who first dis-
covered that the circumference of
the earth could be calculated using
the sun and shadows.

In “The Librarian Who Measured
the Earth,” author Kathryn Lasky
uses both science and math to tell
Eratosthenes’s story. First published
in 1994 by Little Brown Young Read-
ers, it is a timeless picture-book bi-
ography written for readers in grades
2 to 5.

One of the “hottest” topics in the
news these days is global warming.
Anne Rockwell’s book, “Why Are

the Ice Caps Melting? The Dangers
of Global Warming” (Collins, 2006),
written for the preschooler to second
grader, explains global warming and
how to prevent it in kid-friendly lan-
guage.

Adults who want to learn more
about global warming will come away
with some basic information, too.

We tend to think that global warm-
ing affects only humans, but it af-
fects animals also. Carol Carrick’s

picture book, “The Po-
lar Bears are Hungry”
(Clarion, 2002), shows
readers ages 4 to 8 how
global warming affects
other aspects of nature.

Dawn Publications, a
publisher dedicated to
inspiring in children a
deeper understanding
and appreciation for all

life on Earth, recently released “Over
in the Jungle: A Rainforest Rhyme” by
Marianne Berkes.

Not only is it a rhyming book, it is
also a counting book. Its bold and
bright illustrations help young read-
ers understand about the inhabitants
of a rain forest.

Dawn Publications has also re-
cently released “River Song” by
Steve Van Zandt. An accompanying
CD features the acclaimed children’s
musical group “The Banana Slug
String Band,” who celebrate with
music the diversity of nature and the
flora and fauna of the river’s habitat.

It’s never too early to teach chil-
dren how to love the Earth. These
books will help!

TALKING ON GLOBAL WARMING...Gray Russell, environmental coordina-
tor of Montclair, poses with former Vice President Al Gore during a training
project entitled “The Climate Project” held in Nashville, Tenn. in 2006. Mr.
Russell will present a slide presentation on global warming at Trailside Nature
and Science Center on Tuesday, May 8, from 7 to 8:30 p.m.

Weinstein Creates
Healthy Cooking Show

WESTFIELD – Hope Weinstein,
former Westfield resident and presi-
dent of Hope Grown Productions,
and co-producer and co-director John
Fazio, president of Fazio Filmworks,
have created a healthy cooking show
for kids and kids at heart called
“Healthy Bear Cooks with Care.”

The first episode of the show is
now available on Internet television.
At a time when epidemics in chil-
dren, such as childhood obesity and
type-2 diabetes, are evident, children
and families are looking to learn to
cook and eat healthfully. “Healthy
Bear Cooks with Care” offers this
information to all in an entertaining
way.

In addition to Ms. Weinstein, fea-
tured in the cast are Sara Babbit, Elle,
Isabella and Micaela Bernardo of
Fanwood; Paige Mankin, Alexis
Marta and Ronnie Kaufman of Scotch
Plains and Brandon Vassallo of
Westfield.

Viewers may see the first episode
of “Healthy Bear Cooks with Care”
by visiting ivnet.tv and clicking on
“English.” At the top of the next page,
click on “Channel 2.” On the right
side of the page, scroll down and
click on “Healthy Bear.”
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StarCrossed Lovers

Funding has been made           
possible in part through 
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Arts/Department of State, 
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A fun filled interactive art workshop experience

For Children, Teens & Adults . . . All Levels Welcome

SPRING / SUMMER SESSIONS FORMING

(908) 654-5663
500 North Avenue East, Westfield

Global Warming Topic
At Trailside on May 8
MOUNTAINSIDE – The Trailside

Nature and Science Center will offer
a lecture on global warming on Tues-
day, May 8, from 7 to 8:30 p.m. This
featured event is for adults, ages 18
and older.

Gray Russell, environmental
coordinator for Montclair, will present
a report about global warming using
photographs of the changes that have
impacted the landscape. The
presentation will conclude with a plan
of action modeled on work that Mr.
Russell coordinates within his own
community.

Pre-registration is required.
Admission is $5 per person for Union
County residents and $7 per person
for out-of-county residents.

“This is a lecture you won’t want
to miss. It chronicles the changes in
our environment while showing
what is being done in one commu-
nity as a model for what we can do
in our own communities to address
the issue of global warming,” said
Freeholder Chairwoman Bette Jane
Kowalski, liaison to the Union
County Parks and Recreation Advi-
sory Board.

For additional information on the
Global Warming lecture or for a com-
plete brochure of Trailside’s spring
adult workshops and upcoming spe-
cial events, call (908) 789-3670 or
visit ucnj.org/trailside. Trailside is
located at 452 New Providence Road
in Mountainside.

Tech Planning Topic
Of County Workshop
WESTFIELD – Technology plan-

ning for non-profit groups is the topic
of a workshop sponsored by the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
and the Office of Cultural and Heri-
tage Affairs in the Department of
Economic Development.

Marion Conway of Marion Conway
Consulting will conduct the Tuesday,
May 22, workshop from 5:30 to 9
p.m. in the Community Room of the
Westfield Municipal Building at 425
East Broad Street.

The program will provide an over-
view for on the latest tools and strat-
egies to advance an organization’s
mission. This event is funded in part
by a grant from the New Jersey State
Council on the Arts, Department of
State, a partner agency of the Na-
tional Endowment for the Arts, and
the New Jersey Historical Commis-
sion, a division of Cultural Affairs in
the Department of State.

Admission is $15 and registration
is required by Friday, May 18. To
request a brochure or to register, or to
learn about other programs, services
and volunteer opportunities, write the
Union County Office of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs, 633 Pearl Street,
Elizabeth, NJ 07202; call (908) 558-
2550 (Relay users dial 711) or e-mail
culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

STELLAR SOPRANO…Alyssa Torpey of Scotch Plains, a senior at The Wardlaw-
Hartridge School in Edison, performs “Nel cor piu non mi sento” by Giovvanni
Paisiello during the school’s music recital on April 15. Michael Mietlicki of Scotch
Plains accompanied her on piano. Alyssa is the daughter of Eugene and Karen Torpey
of Scotch Plains. Her brother, Craig, graduated Wardlaw-Hartridge in 2005.

The Arts Section
Continues on
pages 24, 26

HGTV’s Jamie Novak Helps
Local Families Get Organized

Christie Storms for The Westfield Leader and The Times
JUNK JAILOR…TV personality and best-selling author Jamie Novak signed
copies of her latest book “1,000 Best Quick and Easy Time-Saving Strategies”
after her organizational presentation in Westfield last week.

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Mail, homework,
bills, laundry….things sure do pile up
around the house, according to Jamie
Novak, a professional organizer and
Scotch Plains resident who hosted a
program sponsored by the Westfield
Recreation Department last week.

Ms. Novak, who has appeared on
HGTV’s “Mission Organization,” as
well as her own local television show,
“Sort It Out with Jamie,” and in Fam-
ily Circle magazine, shared tips on
how to cut out the clutter with both
adults and children 8 and older.

“The average person wastes 90
minutes per day looking for misplaced
items,” Ms. Novak said.

The best-selling author spoke about
how easy it is to simplify by using
labeled containers, binders and caddies
so that all items are always at the ready.

She encouraged families to live by
her “Two-Minute Rule,” where if
putting something away takes less
than two minutes, it should always
get done immediately.

To encourage children to help, Ms.
Novak advised creating a “Junk Jail.”
Parents could set a timer for 10 min-
utes to make it a fun, race-like game
for kids to gather up their items before
the buzzer rings. Anything they do not
put away winds up in a secret “jail” bin
and is only retrieved by “earning” it
back with help around the house.

Ms. Novak also stressed the impor-
tance of parting with items, which
she acknowledged can be difficult.
But for those of sentimental value,
such as children’s artwork, she sug-
gested taking pictures and simply
saving the photos in an album or on
the computer as opposed to trying to
store the countless oversized paint-

ings and projects.
Laura Kuntz of Westfield attended

the program with her 11-year-old son,
Eric Mikalauskas, in hope of orga-
nizing her family.

“My room is like a complete mess,”
Eric said. “My desk is totally covered
with stuff.”

“He just won’t throw things out,”
Ms. Kuntz said.

“Well, you should see the island in
our kitchen,” Eric added. “That’s to-
tally covered, too!”

After the program, Ms. Kuntz com-
mented that she found Ms. Novak’s
tips helpful.

“I liked the two-minute rule,” Eric
said.

Kim Keenan of Westfield said she
had already begun utilizing an orga-
nizing bin and tote that Ms. Novak
cited in her lecture.

“It really does work,” Ms. Keenan
said. “This was great.”

The recreation department provided
refreshments for those attending the
presentation. Afterwards, Ms. Novak
signed copies of her latest book,
“1,000 Best Quick and Easy Time-
Saving Strategies.”

Ms. Novak hosts an online chat
daily as the “resident organizer” of
ivillage.com. She also regularly an-
swers questions posted on the bulle-
tin board there.

Additionally, Ms. Novak seeks lo-
cal residents who are “short on time
and space” to apply to appear on her
new TV pilot. Those interested should
submit a photo of themselves and a
picture of the room that needs organi-
zation, along with a summary of the
“story behind all the piles” to
Jamie@JamieNovak.com

WSO to Debut ‘Star Crossed
Lovers’ at Temple Emanu-El
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Sym-

phony Orchestra (WSO) will present
its season finale concert, “Star Crossed
Lovers,” at Westfield’s Temple
Emanuel, located at 756 East Broad
Street, on Saturday, May 12, at 8 p.m.

“We are delighted and excited about
the new location,” said WSO Music
Director David Wroe. “The temple is
an outstanding venue and we are hon-
ored and privileged to be able to per-
form there.”

The concert, the culmination of the
WSO’s East-meets-West season
retrospective, features an unusual
performance of The Butterfly Lovers
Violin Concerto, one of the most
famous works of Chinese music, and

now the most famous outside of China.
However, the “Butterfly” Concerto

did not acquire popularity before the
late 1970s, when China loosened its
restrictions after the Cultural
Revolution. Once released from
censorship, the concerto became an
embodiment of China in transition.

Saturday’s performance will
feature violinist Xiang Gao, as well
as an amalgamation of four New
Jersey Chinese choruses performing
a new choral part arranged by New
Jersey composer Ge Gan Ru.

Acclaimed tenor soloist Darren
Anderson, as well as Bergen County’s
Pro Arte Chorale, will join the WSO
to perform Puccini’s Messa di Gloria,
a youthful work full of rich melodic
movement that prefigures many of
Puccini’s operas in the lyrical fresh-
ness of its themes, its sense of drama
and the range of its expression. Opera
aficionados will recognize this as
unmistakable Puccini.

Concluding the program, and
WSO’s season, is Mozart’s “Prague”
Symphony, written in Vienna for the
Viennese. So fervent was its recep-
tion in the Bohemian capital that the
citizens of Prague claimed it as their
own.

The melodious grace and happi-
ness of this symphony will provide a
fitting close to the 2006-2007 year
and will herald in the new WSO sea-
son to begin in September.

Tickets may be purchased directly
from the WSO office (224 East Broad
Street) or by calling (908) 232-9400.
Tickets are also available at Fastframe
on Quimby Street in Westfield and
Martin Jewelers in Cranford.

For information, call the box office,
e-mail wso@westfieldsymphony.org
or visit westfieldsymphony.org

Westfield Community Players

A Comedy by Neil Simon
May 5,     11, 12, 18 & 19

1000 North Ave West,  Westfield NJ

Box Office: 908.232.1221
Single Tickets  $15

Tickets must be prepaid
Curtain times  8PM

Tickets for May 11 benefit 
performance are $25 as WCP 

membership cards are not 
honored on benefit nights

Call 908.232.9568   For membership & Group Sales
Funding has been made possible in part by the New Jersey State Council on the Arts, 

Department of State, a partner agency of the National Endowment for the Arts,

through a grant administered by the Union County Office of Cultural and Heritage Affairs
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SATURDAY, MAY 12, 2007 — 8:00PM

THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN WESTFIELD
Mountain Avenue at Broad Street

$20 / $15 Students or Seniors. Tickets available at the door. 
Wheelchair Accessible. For Information Call: 908-654-5737 

NEW JERSEY 
STATE COUNCIL

ON THE ARTS

CAS CHORUS AND ORCHESTRA

THE CHORAL ART SOCIETY OF NEW JERSEY

JAMES S. LITTLE — DIRECTOR

SOPRANO: ANDI CAMPBELL
ALTO: SHARON MORRISON

TENOR: AXEL ANDERSON
BASS: HOWARD THOMPSON

Franz Joseph Haydn
THERESIENMESSE

Ralph Vaughan Williams
DONA NOBIS PACEM

Funding has been made possible in part by the New Jersey State Council on the Arts, Department of State, a partner agency 
of the National Endowment for the Arts, through a grant administered by the Union County Division of Cultural and Heritage Affairs.

Book and Lyrics by
Marsha Norman

Music by
Lucy Simon

Winner of six Tony Awards,
including

Best Musical, Score and Book

Fridays � May 4, 11 and 18 � 8:00 PM
Saturdays � May, 5, 12 and 19 � 8:00 PM

Mother's Day � May 13 � 3:00 PM

Tickets $20 Senior and Student discounts available
Call 908-276-7611

or go to
www.cdctheatre.org

CDC Community Theatre presents

T
he

Sec
ret Garden

www.cdctheatre.org

Presenting Our Gourmet Buffet
Mimosas Served Upon Arrival

Omelette, Waffle, and Soup Stations

Assorted Breads, Bagels, Muffins, Croissants

Bacon and Sausage

Shrimp in the Rough

Deli Platter

Freshly Assorted Salads

House Made Caesar, Potato, & Tuna Macaroni

CARVING STATION

Prime Rib Beef, Roast Turkey, Baked Ham, & Roast Loin of Pork

Country Style Mashed Potatoes, Fresh Vegetables, & More

accompanied with appropriate Gravies & Sauces

ENTREES

Mahi Mahi, Salmon

Chicken A'la Lanas, Pasta Selection, 

Clams, Shrimp, and Scallops

Dessert Table with Coffee, Tea, and Soda Service

Complimentary Mother’s Day Gift from Lana’s Restaurant

$37.99 per person     $12.99 children under age 12

(Plus tax and 18% gratuity)

AGES FIVE AND UNDER DINE FREE!

Mothers’ Day at Lana’s Restaurant

FOUR SEATINGS ARE AVAILABLE: 

11 A.M., 1:15 P.M. 

3:30 P.M. AND 5:45 P.M.

Lana’s Restaurant 1300 Raritan Road, Clark, NJ 732-669-9024

Highlight and recruitment
videos for sports and school
plays using your footage or

ours. Will produce video
résumés for job applications.

(908) 612-5710

224 East Broad Street
Westfield, NJ 07090
chris@curlfilms.com

ON THE HUNT…Members of the Watchung Junior Hunt Club (WJHC) spent
a crisp spring afternoon cleaning up a section of bridle trail in Union County’s
Watchung Reservation in Mountainside. Under the guidance of trail steward
Nick Cioppettini, volunteers raked debris, moved rocks and stones and edged the
trail with fallen tree limbs, which they dragged or carried into place. The WJHC
is made up of Watchung Stable horseback riders between the ages of 9 and 17.
Trail clean-up participants, from left to right, are: Phoebe Weiman of Cranford,
WJHC president Nina Cioppettini of Summit, Meghan Foley of Clark, Candice
Mason of Clark, Monica Cioppettini of Summit and Janine Puhak of Cranford.

Marine Kopelman Visits Library
To Recount Wartime Rescue of Dog

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The war-torn city
of Fallujah might seem like an un-
likely place for a relationship to form
between a U.S. Marine and a dog, but
according to Lieutenant Colonel Jay
Kopelman, not only was he in the
right place, he was there at the right
time as well.

He narrated the story of his discov-
ery of a five-month-old puppy in an
abandoned home in his New York
Times best-selling book, “From
Baghdad with Love: A Marine, the
War, and a Dog Named Lava.”

Lt. Kopelman recently visited the
Westfield Memorial Library (WML),

where he described how his unit, First
Battalion-Third Marines, also known
as the “Lava Dogs,” found the shep-
herd-husky mix and cared for him.

A Fallujiahan family fleeing the
Iraqi War had most likely left Lava
behind. Taking the dog in their care,
the Marines fed him Meals Ready to
Eat (MRE) and bathed him in kero-
sene to rid him of fleas.

Since the Marines were violating
military regulations by having a pet,
they kept their relationship with the
dog secret.

Over time, Lava became an emo-
tional refuge for the battle-weary sol-
diers.

“[Lava] became a symbol of hope,”

said Lt. Kopelman. “He helped a lot
of people make it through Iraq.”

The author also explained the or-
chestration of the nearly superhuman
effort to transport Lava from Iraq to
safety in the United States. The en-
deavor involved more secrecy and the
assistance of many people, including
several journalists covering the Iraqi
War.

“I promised [the other Marines]
that I would get Lava to safety,” Lt.
Kopelman told the WML audience.
“Once I made the promise, I had to
keep it.”

He said people often ask him why
he went to so much trouble for a dog.

“Sometimes you have to do the
right thing simply because it is the
right thing to do,” he told them.

Lt. Kopelman joined the Navy in
1985 and transferred to the Marine
Corps in 1992. He earned his gold
naval parachutist wings while as-
signed to 1st Air/Naval Gunfire Liai-
son Company.

In 1996, he left active duty to pur-
sue a career in financial services, but
remained in the Marine Corps Re-
serve. He was recalled to active duty
after 9/11.

At the time he discovered Lava, Lt.
Kopelman was assisting with the train-
ing of the Iraqi Special Forces.

He returned to the United States in
2005, and Lava followed 10 days
later. Since then, man and dog have
been inseparable.

Lt. Kopelman and Lava live in La
Jolla, Calif., with the lieutenant’s wife,
stepson, infant son and two addi-
tional pets, dog Koda and cat Ched-
dar.

“From Baghdad with Love” is co-
authored by Melinda Roth and is avail-
able in all area bookstores.

For more information on Lt.
Kopelman and Lava, visit
jaykopelman.com

LAVA DOG DAYS...Marine Lieutenant Colonel Jay Kopelman rescued a dog from
the war-torn city of Fallujah.  At the Westfield Memorial Library, he  described how
his “Lava Dog” unit found the shepherd-husky mix and cared for him.

Triumphant Presentation Captures
Journey of Beethoven’s Fifth

By VICTORIA McCABE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

They are the most famous four
notes in history.

“Dun dun dun dunnnnnnnnnn” –
read it with an ominous voice in your
head, and no musical snippet is re-
quired. You know the notes.

The opening melody of
Beethoven’s Fifth Symphony has be-
come the melodic synonym for “uh
oh – I’m in trouble,” a foreboding
sign of danger or drama that has
probably at some point or another
been uttered by every single person
who has ever watched a cartoon
chase, anticipated the approach of a
mother-in-law or bravely told mom
and dad he’s failing English, waiting
for the hammer to fall.

The challenge, then, in perform-
ing the Fifth is how to present a
symphony about universal conflict,
and ultimately triumph, that really
has become a universal symbol for
struggle and strife.

Last Friday, the New Jersey Sym-
phony Orchestra tackled that chal-
lenge the only way that musicians
who really understand the work can
approach it. They used those open-
ing four notes as the beginning of the
symphony’s journey, not its point.

Beethoven’s Fifth isn’t just an in-
stantly recognizable sign of trouble
– it’s the universal heroic journey,
it’s about facing that trouble, wres-
tling with it and ultimately triumph-
ing over it. So those four notes can-
not be, as a “Simpsons” episode once
suggested, the only ones that matter.

To that end, the NJSO didn’t give
everything away in the first
movement’s exposition. They at-
tacked the opening theme, but they
left room to grow and explore the
music. They began to open up the
work in the movement’s develop-
ment, slowly and deftly unraveling
the melody; each incarnation had a
different color and shape to it, each
suggested that there was more to be
done before the music could find
resolution.

The musicians played with
Beethoven’s early romanticism in the

delicate corners of the second move-
ment; gentle wind echoes closed ca-
dences like a soft breath, and the cello
section in particular moved with an
accute sensibility of the movement’s
introspective character. Stately full or-
chestra sections framed the more
thoughtful passages, and the ending
string chords were sublime.

One character in a 1910 novel hears
goblins in the third movement – a
“panic and emptiness” overcomes her
as she senses the nearly insurmount-
able plight that Beethoven writes into
the symphony. It’s magnificent in-
sight into the foreboding movement,
unsettling in its restraint. Guest con-
ductor Andrew Litton keenly recog-
nized that the drama intensifies as the
music gets softer, and he hushed the
orchestra, to eerie effect.

Some sloppiness in the cello sec-
tion muddied their first pass at low
grumblings that boldly interject, but
the violas took their handoff solidly
and set things back on track.

The real glory of the Fifth is the
transition from the third to the fourth
movement. The wild, triumphant burst
of life that begins the symphony’s
final movement means so much more
because of the depths of despair that
precede it.

The NJSO surged into the fourth
movement with confidence, their per-
formance strong enough for the audi-
ence to believe that they had chased
all goblins away. Later, when that
ghostly third-movement melody tried
to come back, the orchestra rallied
with Beethoven to persevere.

The evening’s program began with

a different Symphony No. 5 – Wil-
liam Schuman’s Symphony for
Strings. With the future of the
NJSO’s prized Golden Age Collec-
tion of Strings in doubt, the all-
string piece seemed more signifi-
cant. And under Litton’s baton, the
chamber orchestra delivered a lyri-
cal, multi-textured interpretation of
the 20th-century American
composer’s three-movement sym-
phony.

The piece’s final movement, a
pizzicato-driven jaunt, was delight-
ful. The NJSO musicians gelled to
pass a rising and falling melody
through each string section as if do-
ing the wave – plucked-string
rhythms are always exciting, and this
performance was fun. The cello-first
violin interplay, compelling through-
out, was at its best; the violin melo-
dies really danced.

Celebrated pianist André Watts
gave what became one of the year’s
best performances. In his hands,
Rachmaninoff’s Concerto No. 2 in C
minor was impassioned and stirring.
All the profound beauty and sadness
of the Romantic era found life in his
interpretation with the NJSO.

Watts was graceful in his virtuos-
ity, from the work’s opening chords,
which start softly and grow darker,
to more overt displays of dexterity in
the concerto’s cadenzas.

His support from the orchestra was
wonderful, especially in the lyrical
cadences of the first movement and
the swirling motion of the third.

BEETHOVEN’S FIFTH26

JUXTAPOSE GALLERY

Due Sorelle
Jewelry Trunk Show

Saturday, May 12th
11 - 5pm

Please Join Us

58 Elm Street • Westfield

www.juxtaposegallery.com
908-232-3278

Serving The Community for 32 Years




