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LUKER, SHELMAN, MURPHY TO LEAD THE CHARGE

Blue Devil Lax Ladies Expect
More Success This Season

LUSK, COLINERI NAMED RAIDER TEAM CO-CAPTAINS

Raider Softball Girls Rebuild,
Excited to ‘Get the Job Done’

By DAVE CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Rebuilding offers a broad avenue
of excitement for this year’s Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School girls
softball team that finished last year’s
campaign with a 17-8 record. With
six talented athletes gone due to gradu-
ation, the Raiders return three starters
but also have several talented players
from last year’s team that claimed the
Union County Tournament JV title.

The Raiders’ biggest challenge is
to fill in key positions vacated by
pitcher Elaine Piniat, shortstop Mel-
issa Settee and centerfielder Kelli
Kaskiw who have graduated in addi-
tion to the position once held by All-
Union County catcher Lauren Mains.

A mainstay at first base is senior
Co-Captain Jillian Lusk, who has
occupied the position since her fresh-
man season. Lusk rarely made a de-
fensive miscue and finished last year
with a .994 fielding average.

“She’s going to be playing ball at
Drew (University) but she hasn’t for-
gotten that she has a job to do here
first. She goes for everything. She’s
very optimistic. She’s leading the
team in play and leading by example,”
said Raider Head Coach Kelly Co-
vert.

Co-Captain Nicole Colineri, a jun-
ior who was very effective at third
base last year, has shifted to shortstop
and, because of her speed and ability
to get on base, is expected to bat
either in the leadoff position or sec-
ond. Last year, she crossed home
plate 20 times.

“She is a coach’s dream. I know she
can get the ball. She will do anything
you want all the time,” said Covert.
“She will do the job.”

Stephanie Goines, a junior, started
at second last year and has been show-
ing promise as a pitcher.

“She’s the same way, wherever you
need me! She’s been working hard at
pitching. She loves the game,” said
Covert.

Junior Brienne Mahoney is also
honing her pitching skills and may
also hit somewhere in the 6-7 spot in
the lineup.

“We lost some great players but
what we are finding is that the girls
are stepping up. We are relying on
some different players. And our pitch-
ing staff, I am excited with Brianne
Mahoney and Stephanie Goines. They
are throwing very well,” said Covert.

Filling in the spot vacated by Mains
will be sophomore Nikki Mineo. Jun-
ior Melanie Davis is also working as
a catcher.

“She (Mineo) lives for the game,
does a good job calling the pitches.
She and Brianne have a good rela-
tionship. They have played club ball
together. And she works well with
Stephanie too,” Covert pointed out.

Since Colineri’s shift to short,
sophomore Saxony Nielsen is a pri-
mary candidate to play third.

“She moves well and can get the

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

First year Westfield High School
girls’ lacrosse Head Coach Caroline
Francht plans to get plenty of leader-
ship, team balance and physical pres-
ence from this year’s Blue Devil team.
On the minds of a stronger and more
experienced team featuring seven se-
niors, eight juniors and one sopho-
more, the goal is to finish high in the

Union County Tournament, the
Watchung Conference and to capture
a NJSIAA state crown. Last season,
Westfield finished in style with a 12-
4 record and advanced to the state
sectional tournament, losing to
Ramapo.

“It was the first time in awhile that
we went to the states so that was a
huge accomplishment for us,” said
assistant coach Elizabeth Stanley. “We

had a lot of strong players and a few
things that were extremely extraordi-
nary including a huge win against
powerhouse Pingry. We always had a
hard time winning against huge com-
petition schools but the girls stepped
up and showed just what skills and
potential they had as a team and that
was kind of characteristic of the en-
tire season.”

With three seasons of action now
behind her, goalkeeper Michelle
Zaffuto promises to be quite effective
as the last line of defense.

“She is a fantastic player and keeps
on getting better each year,” said
Stanley. “She’s not afraid of the ball,
really quick on her feet, determined
and committed to the position.”

Strong and furious offensive punch
will come from senior Tri-Captain/
attacker Julie Shelman, senior Tri-
Captain Mary Kate Luker and attack
winger Allison MacDonald, a fantas-
tic and aggressive athlete. New faces,
Rachel Iannazzone and Lauren
Brunhofer, show great stick skills and
promise.

Luker and defensive wing Lindsey
Sauerwein will provide plenty of strong
defensive pressure, along with key
team player, senior Tri-Captain Caitlin
Murphy, who finished with a fantastic
season. Claire Bennett, Leanne Hewitt,
Leanne Skorge, Katherine Taylor, Jes-
sica Campo, Annie DePalmer, Kim-
berly Rippinger and Elizabeth
McCarthy figure to step up big in the
offensive and defensive equation.

“To have that many fantastic play-
ers coming from junior varsity is un-
usual,” said Stanley. “There are play-
ers who you can play all the time and
players you feel who can play some
of the time. Every one of our players
can be used in any kind of tough
competition and would do very well.
That’s something that will prove to be
a real benefit as the season rolls on.”

“In terms of stick skills they are
pretty good at penetrating, but right
now we’re looking for them to utilize
their stick skills that they have and
move the ball around a little bit more,”
added coach Fracht. “We don’t want
them to look just for the first option
but their outlets, while developing
vision of the field. The captains are
providing good leadership. They all
seem to work well as a team and I
believe they are going to be very
successful.”

The Blue Devils face East Brunswick
in the season opener at Kehler Stadium
in Westfield on April 2.

GL Laxers to Hold
Wine Tasting Event

The parents of the Governor
Livingston High School Lacrosse
Club, with the assistance of the Ber-
keley Heights Wine Company, will
sponsor a wine tasting at the Connell
Building No. 1 at 100 Connell Drive
in Berkeley Heights on Friday, March
30, from 8 to 12 p.m. The event will
feature wines from around the globe
as well as a raffle of gift baskets. The
cost is $50 at the door.

This year’s boys’ and girls’ lacrosse
teams, partially funded by the school,
are some of the largest at Governor
Livingston. For more information,
call Linda Hogan at (908) 665-0352. CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
READY TO MAKE A STATEMENT…Leading the Westfield lacrosse charge
this year are left to right, tri-captains Mary Kate Luker, Julie Shelman and Caitlin
Murphy. The Devils look to finish on top in the UC tournament and advance to
the NJSIAA state finals.

Fred K. Lecomte (2006 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CHARGING DOWN FIELD…Blue Devil Julie Shelman, No. 15, looks to put a lot
of pressure on the opposing teams’ defenders.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
EXCITED TO GET THE JOB DONE…Raider Co-Captains Jillian Lusk, left, and Nicole Colineri and their teammates look
forward to an exciting season while rebuilding. Lusk will play first base and Colineri will play shortstop.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

WESTFIELD OFFICE 185 ELM STREET /  WESTF IELD,  NJ  07090 /  908-654-7777

weichert.com

WESTFIELD OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 4/1  1-5PM $995,900
Just steps from Westfield’s charming downtown, this lovely Victorian is the perfect place to call home.  The
welcoming wrap-around porch leads you to a foyer with original woodwork, beamed ceiling & stained
glass window.  Conveniences of this century, such as an updated kitchen, 3 ½ newer bathrooms live
harmoniously with original moldings, pocket doors, hardwood floors & 4 bedrooms.  DIR: Broad to
Prospect #259  (052111059)

SCOTCH PLAINS SPECTACULAR END-UNIT $475,000
Beautiful two bedroom, 2 ½ bath Townhouse End Unit, backs up to the Reservation, with views of the
woods.  Granite countertops with stainless steel appliances, gas fireplace in living room, cathedral ceilings.
Easy commute to NYC.  (052001619)

SCOTCH PLAINS CUSTOM HOME $859,000
Located in the Homestead Village section this custom home boasts 4 bedrooms, 4 ½ baths, hardwood
floors, new gourmet kitchen w/tumbled tile backsplash, granite countertops & sliders to the beautifully
landscaped deck & yard.  The master bedroom suite is luxury & comfort w/French doors leading to the
conservatory.  The magnificent main bath features a Jacuzzi type tub, neo-angle all glass shower, cherry
chocolate coated cabinets & more.  A full basement w/rec. room, full kitchen & home office are just a few
of the amenities.  Close to transportation & more.  (052001716)

WESTFIELD ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO $1,369,000
Unsurpassed Olde World Craftsmanship and impeccable attention to detail set this home at the pinnacle
of new construction.  Nearly 4,000 sq. ft., this gem will boast 5 bedrooms, 4 ½ baths, 2-story entry foyer
flanked by library/study, formal living & dining rooms.  A custom crafted center-island kitchen opens to a
large family room with a distinctive wood-burning fireplace.  Hardwood floors throughout with custom
mahogany inlay borders will complement the detail & craftsmanship appointed to this unique residence.
Tray, boxed & cathedral ceilings are elegantly crafted in the living room, dining room, study & master
suite.  Customize this home as your own with the builder.  (052000835)

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. The monthly mortgage payments quoted in this ad are to qualified buyers buying a single family owner-occupied residence, based upon a 20% downpayment.  The payments are calculated using a 3-1 interest only adjustable rate mortgage loan (ARM) with an initial interest rate of 6.50%, and an initial A.P.R. of 6.720%.  Payments are interest only for the first 10 years, and from
year 11 through maturity, amortization is based on 20 years.  The interest rate is based on an index plus a margin, with a loan amount of $500,000.  The payment is fixed for the first 3 years, and because the interest rate may change after 3 years, the payment shown may change at the 4th year and annually thereafter subject to applicable margins and/or caps.  At each adjustment, the interest rate is set at 2.5% above the index (margin) and it may not decrease or increase more than 2 percent-
age points (cap), and over the life of the loan, it may not increase or decrease more than 6 percentage points (lifetime cap). Figures used herein are approximate and do not include property taxes, condo/association fees, or hazard insurance.  Interest rates quoted are as of 2/20/07 and subject to change.  As an example, on a $500,000 30-year loan with an initial interest rate of 6.50%, the maximum amount that the interest rate can rise under this loan program is 6 percentage points to 12.50%,
and the estimated monthly payment for the first 3 years is $2708.33 with a maximum interest payment of $3474.83 thru year 10 (Based on a Truth in Lending Disclosure Estimate) and a maximum principal and interest payment of $5336.29 after year 10.  We are not responsible for typographical errors.  You should ask about interest rate, margin, and other terms and conditions before you apply.  Mortgage Access Corp. d/b/a Weichert Financial Services, Executive Offices, 225 Littleton Road,
Morris Plains, NJ, 07950.  1-800-829-CASH.  Licensed by the NJ Dept. of Banking and Insurance.  Licensed Mortgage Banker with the State Dept. of Banking in NY, CT, and PA.  Licensed Lender in DE, MD, VA, D.C.  Weichert Financial Services arranges loans with third-party providers.  Equal Housing Lender.  Weichert Financial Services is an affiliate of Weichert, Realtors®.  For your benefit, consider a career in real estate.  Call 1-800-301-3000 today!

MOUNTAINSIDE WARM & INVITING
This nearly new Center Hall Colonial features 4 bedrooms, 2 ½ baths, 2-story entry, spectacular kitchen
with large center-island breakfast bar.  Large great room, formal dining room, built-in 2-car garage plus full
basement and much more!  (052NEW)

$979,000

BUY FOR $3,467/MO.
ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO

BUY FOR $2,059/MO.

WESTFIELD
NEW CONSTRUCTION

$799,900

Custom Center Hall Colonial.  Four
bedrooms, formal living and dining rooms,
family room with fireplace, designer kitchen
with granite countertops, hardwood floors
throughout, master bath with whirlpool tub,
full basement, walk-up attic, 2 ½ - 3 baths
and Hardi-Plank ™ exterior with masonry
accents.  Still time to customize.  Call Ralph
for more information at 908-591-6283
(052000587)


