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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The WHS boys tennis teams open
its season next Wednesday at Ridge.
The following day it will be home
(Tamaques Park) for an 11 a.m. match
against Holmdel. If the weather holds
up, that April 5 meeting with the
Shore Conference power could be an
historic occasion. WHS tennis coach
George Kapner comes into the spring
with a combined (five sports) coach-
ing record of 798 wins, 318 losses, 33
ties.

So the second victory by the boys
tennis team will make Kapner the
first WHS coach with 800 career vic-
tories. His breakdown by sport is:
girls basketball 42-105, boys soccer
199-87-24, girls soccer 194-29-9,
boys swimming 42-10 and boys ten-
nis 321-87.

If you’ve seen the tennis team dur-
ing practice, you know two matches
might be all this team needs to get
Kapner those two wins. On paper,
this is the strongest boys tennis team
in two decades, since coach Tony
Berardo’s 1986 and ’87 teams reeled
off back-to-back All-Groups (now the
Meet of Champions) championships.
(Kapner replaced Berardo as boys
tennis coach in 1991.)

The ’86 team went 23-2 and won
the state Group 4 title to reach the All-
Groups, where Joey Deer’s 7-6 (9-7),
3-6, 7-6 (7-3) upset of Rushan
Samarsinghe gave WHS a 3-2 victory
over Pascack Hills; that was followed
by a 5-0 win over Haddonfield and 4-
1 over CBA in the final. Deer, Keith
Komar and Rob Rogers played
singles, Mike Drury-Tom Jackmin
and Glenn Kiesel-Adam Sherman
were doubles, and Mark Pizzi was the
top sub.

The following year’s lineup fea-
tured Deer, Kiesel and Jeff Kopelman
at singles, Drury-Pizzi and Sherman-
Brennan Smith at doubles, with
Hampden Tener as the top sub. That
team went 27-1, losing 4-1 to CBA in
the final of the Newark Academy
Invitational. After winning Group 4,
WHS beat Haddonfield 4-1, Princeton
5-0 and Delbarton 5-0 in the All-
Groups final.

With basically the same lineup,
WHS went 23-2 in 1988, losing twice
to CBA by a 3-2 margin, in the New-
ark Academy Invitational final and in
the All-Groups final. Deer, Kopelman
and Kiesel played singles. Sherman-
Smith and Pete Asselin-Ross Rosen
were doubles, with Pizzi, Jim Jack-
son and Mark Kumpf filling in.

This spring WHS returns all its
singles players — Kevin Shallcross,
Ravi Netravali, James Chu and Dean
Thompson, plus Akis Evangelidis and
Greg Luppescu, who would both
likely be first or second singles play-

As Usual, Tennis Team
Has Very High Hopes

ers on almost any other team in the
county. Captain Jack Trimble (first)
along with Matt Gralla and Evan
Eisenberg (second) are back from
last year’s doubles teams. And there’s
also co-captain John Ramalho,
Melvin Diep and Jared Greene, plus
some talented freshmen who are all
battling to earn spots in the top seven.

The boys tennis team has a tradi-
tion of excellence second only to the
school’s boys swim team. Tennis and
boys basketball have both earned more
than 1,000 victories. (Baseball is also
likely over 1,000 victories, but records
of the pre-1930 teams are either woe-
fully incomplete or totally unavail-
able.)

The tennis program is believed to
have started in 1921, and included
stars like Bob Schaefer, Rem Merry
and Bill Sims. In 1937 — the same
year the football team went 0-7-2
without scoring a point and the base-
ball team went 0-6 before canceling
its season — the WHS tennis team
actually went 0-10 and had a 15-
match losing streak that started in
1936 and ended in ’38, when Ev
Pearsall was the team captain.

The program didn’t really take off
until 1941, when “Slick” Sam Bunting
became the coach. The team won
state Group 3 titles in 1941 and ’42,
before the tournament was canceled
due to the war. (Bunting was also a
Latin teacher who once called one of
his lesser students, a future journalist
and swim coach, a “rara avis,” which
translates to “rare bird.”) With play-
ers like Don Tomblen, Jack Rogers,
Hal Richardson, Bob McManigal, Bill
Coumbe, Charles Patterson, Dick
Schneider, Bill Fullard, Tom
Richardson, Terry Bentley, Bill
Gilson, Dave Richardson, and Bob
Stuhler, Westfield under Bunting be-
came a tennis power. (The
Richardsons were the brothers of
Hamilton {Ham} Richardson, a two-
time NCAA champion at Tulane,
seven-time Davis Cup player, and
American’s top-ranked player in 1956
and ’58. He died last November at the
age of 73.)

After Bunting stepped down prior
to the 1966 season, Bill Hansel took
over and led WHS to back-to-back
state Group 4 titles in 1970 and ’71,
behind Joe Krakora and Bob
McManigal. Hansel coached through
the 1975 season, when Dave Robinson
became the school’s only state singles
champion. Berardo took over and the
school’s talent pool provided a seem-
ingly endless stream of talent. The
1978 team was the first to win the All-
Groups title, and the 1980 and ’81
teams featured Kathy Federici, who
won Union County boys champion-

ships at second and third singles be-
fore returning to the girls team her
senior year.

The 1980s were the glory years for
WHS tennis — much as the mid-
1960s had been for the swim team,
the ’70s for the football and wrestling
teams and the ’90s for the baseball
team — as Berardo’s teams ran off
records of 18-4 23-3, 23-3, 19-3, 22-
2, 22-3, 23-2, 27-1, 23-2 before “slip-
ping” to 19-4 in 1989. That’s a record
of 219 wins and 27 losses for the
decade of the ’80s.

Things haven’t changed very much
over the years. The only gaping hole
in the team’s resume is this shocker:
although there have been sectional
crowns in 1994, ’95, ’96 and 2003,
the last of the school’s 14 state titles
was back in 1988. That’s before any
of the current players were even born.
Don’t be surprised if that resume gets
updated this spring.

Some interesting matches to catch:
April 11, at SP-F, 4 p.m.
April 12, Livingston, 4 p.m.
April 17, at Bridgewater-Raritan, 4

p.m.
April 19, at Millburn, 4 p.m.
May 5, at the Newark Academy

Invitational (shockingly, WHS has
never won this tournament)

May 11, SP-F, 4 p.m.
To put Kapner’s 800 wins in per-

spective, in over 100 years of sports at
WHS, only five other coaches have
more than 400 career coaching victo-
ries: Gary Kehler 739, Walt Clarkson
467, Carol Donner 428, Maggie
McFadden 409 and Bob Brewster 406.
Kapner’s first varsity team was the
1979-80 girls basketball team. He
was the coach of the highly success-
ful girls soccer team when the pro-
gram was started in the fall of 1980.

ON TARGET
Mike Venezia was a starting guard

and scored five points in the North’s
139-130 victory over the South in
Saturday’s 29th NJSCA All-Star Clas-
sic at Toms River North’s Ritacco
Center. The WHS senior missed both
first-half shots, then nailed a 3-pointer
from the top of the key, and later
made a left-handed lay-up driving
across the key. The North led 89-78
when Venezia came out with 14:50
remaining (the starters played the first
10 minutes of each half for both
teams).

But it was his performance during
the 3-Point Contest at halftime that
made the trip memorable for the
Westfield contingent in the stands
which included, among others,
Venezia’s parents and older sister Lisa,
and WHS coaches Kevin and Weyman
Everly. In the first round, the 6-foot-
1 Venezia nailed 12 out of his 18 treys

to beat North teammates Mike Tobin
of Hopatcong (10), Linden’s Darrell
Lampley (9) and Leonia’s Ahmad
Hassan (8). That put Venezia in the
final against Tyler Fox of Toms River
East, who also hit a dozen in the
preliminary round. Venezia won 12-9
over Fox.

Here is Venezia’s shot-by-shot for
each round (x’s are makes, o’s are
misses):

First round, right corner: ooxxox
First round, top of key: xxoxxx
First round, left corner: oxxoxx
Final round, right corner: xooxox
Final round: top of key: xxxoxo
Final round: left corner: xxoxxx
That’s 24 out of 36 from beyond

the 3-point arc for Venezia, believed
to be the first Blue Devil to play in the
29-year history of the North-South
Game. The Colgate-bound sharp-
shooter set WHS records for 3-point-
ers in a season (53) and career (109)
this winter.

BOOK REVIEW
As good a read as “Pistol” was (see

last week’s Den), an even better read
might be “Johnny U” by Tom
Callahan, a book about legendary
Baltimore Colts quarterback Johnny
Unitas. If you like football, or if you
love a little history, you’ll love this
riotous look at the pro game before it
became a national obsession, and the
quarterback who did as much as any-
body (except maybe former commis-
sioner Pete Rozelle) to make Sun-
days what they are today.

DID YOU KNOW?
The Union County Standard of May

15, 1900, reported that “the Lincoln
High School (as WHS was then
known) baseball team is circulating a
subscription paper for the purpose of
realizing funds with which to pur-
chase uniforms.”

On Dec. 17, 1909, WHS’s boys
basketball team beat Roselle Park 40-
3, with all three of those points com-
ing on foul shots.

According to The Westfield Leader,
the 1916-17 basketball season was
start on Friday, Dec. 8, at St. Paul’s
Parish House. The game was to be
followed by a dance, with Pearsall’s
orchestra providing the entertainment.

On June 2, 1950, WHS’s Charles
Patterson won the singles title at the
first Union County Tennis Tourna-
ment. Pete Atkinson and Dick
Harrison reached the doubles final
but were beaten. There was no team
scoring at the tournament until 1971.

The Devil’s Den appears every
Thursday in The Westfield Leader
during the school year. Contact us
with comment, suggestions and com-
plaints at bj1019@aol.com. GO DEV-
ILS!

Devil of the Week
Will Return
On April 12

Raider Netmen Return
Union County Champ
Junior Ryan Krueger, the Union

County Tournament (UCT) first
singles champion, will, once again,
play first singles for the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School boys tennis
team this season. The Raiders have
several returning varsity letter win-
ners and a host of younger boys hop-
ing to break into the varsity ranks.

Currently, Krueger is ranked No.
39 in the United States Tennis Asso-
ciation boy’s 16’s eastern section.
Last year, Krueger captured the UCT
first singles crown with a 6-3, 6-3,
win over Blue Devil Ravi Netravali in
the championship match.

Junior Scott Leyden, who played
doubles in 2005 and second singles
last year, returns at second singles.
The candidates for third singles are
freshman Dan Nizri, sophomore Eric
Heinz and junior Michael DeVizio,
who could return at first doubles with
junior Ted Rosenblatt. Last year at
the UCT, in the battle for third place,
DiVisio and Rosenblatt were edged
in three sets, 6-3, 2-6, 6-3, by Dayton’s
Lam Nguyen and Avery Pangalangan.

Dan Nizri has beaten three return-
ing varsity players during this year’s
try outs.

“He has consistency and plays
within himself. I am looking forward
to watching his progress throughout
his high school career,” said Raider
Head Coach Sandra Miller.

The second doubles spot has a
multitude of competitors. If not at
third singles, Nizri and Heinz could
battle it out with returning seniors

Mike Cejovic and Chris Thompson.
Others in the hunt are: seniors Colin
Moynihan and Jeremy Cole), sopho-
more Mike Cornacchia and freshman
Steve Bello.

All-UC, All-State
Girls Swimming:

As expected, the Westfield High
School and Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School girls swim team domi-
nated the Star-Ledger All-Union
County (UC) lists and two Blue Dev-
ils managed to appear on the All-
State and All-Public lists.

Blue Devil junior Alexi Kuska was
named UC Swimmer of the Year and
freshman teammate Suzanne
Lemberg was named Newcomer of
the Year. Westfield, winners of the
Public A meet, finished ranked No. 2
and the Raiders finished ranked No.
9. Lemberg and Kuska made the All-
State Third Team in the 50-free and
200-free, respectively. Lemberg made
the All-Public First Team in the 100-
free and Kuska was named to the
Second Team in the 100-free.

ALL-UC FIRST TEAM (LOCAL HS):
50 free: Nicole Colucci (U. Cath)
100 free: Lemberg (W)
200 free: Melissa Helock (SPF)
500 free: Kuska (W)
100 fly: Jilliam Murphy (SPF)
100 back: Mary Henkels (SPF)
100 breast: Katie Morgan (W)
200 IM: Kylie Fraser (W)
200 free relay: SPF
400 free relay: Westfield
200 medley relay: Westfield

SECOND TEAM (LOCAL HS):
100 free: DarrellAnn Smith (W)
200 free: Kelly Gajdzisz (SPF)
100 fly: Jill Kandigian (W)
100 back: Liz Hawkins (W)
100 breast: Catherine Maguire (W)
200 free relay: Westfield
400 free relay: SPF
200 medley relay: SPF

ALL-UC THIRD TEAM:
100 free: Julia Cederroth (W)
100 fly: Brittany Reyes (W)
100 back: Kate Johnson (SPF)
100 breast: Kelsey Rossi (SPF)

WF PAL Wrestling
Video Available:

on www.goleader.com
Click Video – up top
When Page Changes,
Click Video on Left:

Click West PAL Wrestling

David B. Corbin (2006 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LOOKING TO DEFEND TITLE…Raider junior Ryan Krueger, the Union
County Tournament first singles champion last year, looks to defend his title this
season.

CRANFORD $469,900 FANWOOD $455,000

SCOTCH PLAINS $639,000 WESTFIELD $619,000

SCOTCH PLAINS $659,000

WESTFIELD $899,000

Beautiful 4 Bedroom, 2.5 bath custom home includes granite
Kitchen, wood floors, Family Room, 2nd Kitchen and oversized deck.

Updated Colonial includes 4 Bedrooms, 2 baths, freshly painted,
new furnace, large Kitchen, on cul-de-sac.

Newly renovated 4 Bedroom, 2 bath Cape Cod on half an acre.
Offers 2-car garage, CAC, refinished hardwood floors.  Winding
Brook area.

Meticulously maintained!  Surprisingly spacious 3 Bedroom, 2.1 bath
Colonial features beautiful hardwood floors, Living Room, Dining
Room, custom Kitchen leads to Family Room with exposed brick,
wood-burning fireplace and door to deck, CAC, attached garage and
professionally landscaped property.

Charming and pristine center hall Colonial features oak floors
throughout, great room flow, mud room/laundry room between
garage and Kitchen with newer stainless appliances and large pan-
try, great closet space, excellent condition inside and outside.

Beautiful Colonial at foot of Watchung Reservation, Formal Living
Room and Dining Room, 4 Bedrooms, 2.1 baths, great Eat-In Kitchen,
lovely Family Room, beautiful location.  Hurry, this won’t last!


