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SAR Chapter Dinner
On Tap March 28

WESTFIELD – The Annual Chap-
ter Dinner Meeting of the Sons of the
American Revolution, West Fields
Chapter, will be held on Wednesday,
March 28. It will take place at the
Echo Lake Country Club, located at
515 Springfield Avenue in Westfield.
A cash bar will open at 6 p.m.

The program will feature guest
speaker Bernard Olsen, a historian,
teacher and college professor. He also
is the author of many historical mono-
graphs and several books on a variety
of subjects, including the Civil War
and the American Revolution.

Mr. Olsen served in the United
States Army Reserves and is affili-
ated with historical and military soci-
eties.

As is its custom, the chapter will
honor Boy Scouts for their contribu-
tions and service work to the com-
munity.

This meeting is open to the public.
The price is $30 per person (checks
may be made payable to West Fields
SAR). Interested individuals are asked
to mail checks to: William Millar,
133 Division Avenue, Summit, N.J.
07901 by Saturday, March 24. For
more information, please call Warren
C. Fristensky, chapter president, at
(908) 654-1731.

Westfield Oratorio Singers
To Present Handel Oratorio
WESTFIELD – The Oratorio Sing-

ers of Westfield will next offer
George Frideric Handel’s “Israel in
Egypt” on Sunday, March 18, at 3
p.m. at the First United Methodist
Church of Westfield. For the chorus
of almost 80 singers, this will be its
27th annual performance to take
place in the sanctuary of the church.

In his 1739 setting of the Old Tes-
tament story of the Israelites’ bond-
age and release from Pharaoh’s grip,
Handel creates the images of the 10
plagues, the opening of the Red Sea
and Pharaoh’s chariots being over-
whelmed by God’s might.

The soloists will be Olive Lynch,
soprano; Patrizia Conte, mezzo-so-
prano; Matthew Hughes, tenor, and
Lawrence Craig and Jonathan
Prescott, baritones.

The concert will be under the di-
rection of Oratorio Singers conduc-
tor Trent Johnson, director of music
and arts at the First United Method-
ist Church, who also is an organist,
composer and pianist.

Ms. Lynch, soprano, has appeared
in numerous roles in opera, oratorio
and other works for the stage. She
has sung numerous oratorio roles
and has appeared as soloist in the
Messiah with the Plainfield Sym-
phony and Beethoven’s Ninth Sym-
phony with the New Jersey Sym-
phony Orchestra.

Mezzo-soprano Ms. Conte’s major
debut came as Santuzza in “Cavalleria
Rusticana” in Miami. Upon seeing
her portrayal in 2004, the late Mae-
stro Alfredo Silipigni of the New Jer-
sey State Opera declared hers the best
Santuzza he had ever heard.

Tenor Mr. Hughes has appeared in
ensembles across Ohio, Pennsylva-
nia, New Jersey, New York and be-
yond. Some of the notable ensembles
in which he has partnered include
“Apollo’s Fire,” the Cleveland Ba-
roque Orchestra, the Ohio Chamber

Orchestra and the Antioch Chamber
ensemble.

Mr. Craig, a student of the late inter-
nationally acclaimed bass-baritone
William Warfield, is a graduate of the
Florida Grand Opera and Chautauqua
Opera Young Artist programs. As win-
ner of the Bel Canto International
Opera Competition, he studied and
performed with artistic staff of the
Teatro Alla Scala in Sienna, Italy.

Bass-baritone Mr. Prescott is a
veteran of more than 800 perfor-
mances in eight languages in both
Europe and the United States. Re-
cent appearances have included
Basilio in Rossini’s “Il Barbiere di
Siviglia,” Wotan in Austria’s new
production of Wagner’s “Die
Walkure,” the Grand Inquisitor in
Tuscon’s “Don Carlo” and perfor-
mances of the “Verdi Requiem” with
the Kansas Symphony.

As conductor of the Oratorio Sing-
ers, Mr. Johnson has led this organi-
zation in much of the standard litera-
ture for chorus and orchestra, includ-
ing works of Bach, Handel, Haydn,
Mozart, Verdi, Dello Joio, Bernstein,
Kodály, Poulenc and others, as well
as three premieres of his own works.

Premieres in 2006 included the
Westfield Symphony premiere of
“The New Colossus,” the Oratorio
Singers premiere of his Five Psalms
for soloists, chorus and orchestra
and the premiere at New York City’s
Merkin Concert Hall of his quintet
commissioned by the Cygnus En-
semble as part of its 20th anniver-
sary celebration.

For ticket and general information,
please call the First United Methodist
Church office at (908) 233-4211 daily
from 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. The church
and sanctuary are wheelchair-acces-
sible. Parking is available in the church
lot off of Ferris Place, on adjacent
streets and in nearby lots

Fanwood Recreation Posts
Programs For All Ages

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Rec-
reation Department has announced
its schedule of spring programs.

For children only: “Travelin’
Tumblers” (begins April 11, ages
four to five); “Space Day” (begins
April 3, kindergarten to grade 2);
“Art Club for Kids” (begins April
30, ages five to eight); “Weebots:
Adventures in Literacy” (begins
March 23, kindergarten); “Engi-
neering for Kids” (begins March
21, grades 1 to 2); “Digital Anima-
tion” (begins March 21, grades 2 to
4); “Crazy Chemistry” (begins April
3, grades 3 to 5); “Junior Jazzercise”
(begins April 20, ages six to 12) and
“Taekwondo” (begins April 17, kin-
dergarten to grade 8).

For ’tweens, teens and adults: “Luv
2 Scrapbook” (begins April 12, ages
11 to 18); “Video Game Creation
Workshop” (begins March 21, grades
5 to 8); “Fashion Illustration” (begins
April 30, ages 11 to 18); “Comic
Book Illustration” (begins April 10,
ages 11 to adult).

For Adults only: “Ready, Set, Sort!
Organizing Your Photos” (May 1);
“Tai Chi” (begins April 9); “Yoga”
(section 1 begins April 17, section 2
begins April 18); “Scrapbook Craze”

(begins April 9) and “Floral Design
Class” (begins April 17).

For more information about all of
these programs and to register, please
access visitfanwood.com/recreation
or call the Fanwood Recreation De-
partment at (908) 370-7092.

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HONORING A FRIEND…Jerry Barton drives a car in Union County’s St.
Patrick’s Day Parade in memory of his best friend, Dennis Cogan. Mr. Cogan was
the general chairman for the 2007 parade but passed away due to cancer last
month. Mr. Cogan was an active member of St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church
in Westfield. He was a founding member of the board of directors for Sister Pat’s
Kids Camp for Children with Cancer and volunteered his time to the camp for
more than 20 years. Mr. Cogan was a firefighter with the Newark Fire Depart-
ment for 20 years; he retired as a captain, and his helmet sits on the backseat of
the car above in his memory.

A FAMILY OF SCOUTS…Holy Trinity Interparochial School in Westfield held
its Cub Scout Pack 73 Blue and Gold Advancement Ceremony on February 3. The
ceremony honors scouts who have earned their second-year Webelos rank and
can bridge into Boy Scouts. Pictured, from left to right, are: Melanie Penders, who
served for four years as Pack Committee chairwoman; Noah Penders, second-
year Webelos scout; Jake Penders, Troop 73 Boy Scout, and Bill Penders, who
served the past three years as cubmaster.

SP-F Memorial Day Parade
To Feature USMC Band

SCOTCH PLAINS – Plans for the
2007 Scotch Plains-Fanwood Memo-
rial Day Parade are now underway.
This year’s parade will be held on
Monday, May 28.

Memorial Day honors American
military personnel of all wars who gave
their lives in service to their country.
For 60 years, individuals and civic
groups in Scotch Plains and Fanwood
have saluted these heroes by appearing
in the annual Memorial Day Parade.

The theme for the 2007 parade is
“Semper Fi – A Special Salute to the
United States Marine Corps.” The
parade will recognize the dedication,
commitment and sacrifice of local
residents who have served and con-
tinue to serve in the USMC.

The Parade Committee has an-
nounced that the Marine Corps Cer-
emonial Band will participate in this
year’s parade. Stationed in Albany,
Ga., this award-winning band of 50
Marines travels throughout the United
States and internationally to fulfill its
mission of serving as musical ambas-
sadors, providing music for military
ceremonies, community celebrations,

recruiting programs and official events.
The band also will perform at a

patriotic concert planned for Sunday,
May 27, in the auditorium at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School.

As the sponsoring organization, the
committee is responsible for the
band’s travel expenses, including
ground transportation, lodging, meals,
equipment transfer and incidentals.
To help defray these costs, the com-
mittee is soliciting donations from
the residents and organizations in
Scotch Plains and Fanwood.

Excess monies will be forwarded
to the Intrepid Fallen Heroes Fund,
which just opened a world-class, state-
of-the-art physical rehabilitation fa-
cility for catastrophically disabled
veterans at Brooke Army Medical
Center in San Antonio, Tex.

Checks may be made payable to:
Committee Honoring The USMC,
P.O. Box 128, Scotch Plains, N.J.
07076. For additional information,
please call (908) 322-4388.

Robert Cenker to Speak
To Amateur Astronomers

CRANFORD – Amateur Astrono-
mers Inc. will conduct its monthly
membership meeting tomorrow, Fri-
day, March 16, at 8 p.m. in the Roy
Smith Theater at the Campus Center
at Union County College, 1033
Springfield Avenue in Cranford.

Immediately following the busi-
ness meeting at approximately 9 p.m.,
the club will present a lecture on
“Life in Space” given by Robert
Cenker. Mr. Cenker was an astronaut
on the Shuttle Columbia. He will
describe his personal experiences
from his shuttle flight and explain
how life in space and life on the
ground differ.

Following the lecture, attendees
will be invited to the William Miller
Sperry Observatory that is located
nearby on campus for the opportu-
nity to speak with club members and
tour the facility. Refreshments will
be served. If weather permits, a celes-
tial viewing focusing on Saturn and
the Orion Nebula will be conducted
using the club’s two large telescopes.

In addition to the monthly meet-
ings, held on the third Friday of each
month from September through May,
more informal meetings are held on
the remaining Fridays at the Sperry
Observatory. At 7:30 p.m. a program
for younger audiences is held with
topics that include the constellations
and phases of the moon.

Arrangements can be made for
groups to attend at 7:30 p.m. by con-
tacting Anthony Espinoza at
symmetrty57@hotmail.com. At 8:30
p.m. programs for the general public
are presented. If weather permits, there

will be a celestial viewing throughout
the evening. All meetings and lectures
have no admission fee and are open to
the public. Free parking is provided.

For more information on AAI and
directions, visit asterism.org or call
(908) 276-STAR.

Library Friends Kicks Off
Annual Book Sale Today

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Friends
of the Scotch Plains Public Library
will hold its annual book sale today
through Saturday, March 15 to 17.
Friends is a volunteer organization,
the efforts and book sale proceeds of
which are directed towards support-
ing library programs such as
children’s summer activities and pur-
chasing needed items for the library.

Book sale hours are 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.
today; 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. tomorrow and
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturday. Saturday
will be a $5 bag sale throughout the
day.

The Scotch Plains Public Library’s
electronic resources are available
online or at the library to help with

marketing and business data. Any
employee or owner of a business in
Scotch Plains is eligible for a free
courtesy card entitling that person to
full library privileges. The library’s
large Community Room is available
to hold educational programs for the
public.

The library is wired for laptop pre-
sentations and has Internet access
throughout the building. A profes-
sional librarian is on duty at the refer-
ence desk to help with requests.

For more information, please call
the library at (908) 322-5007 or ac-
cess scotlib.org. To join the Friends,
go online for an application or drop
by the library to make a donation.

BOOK IT…Theodore and Cate Cole read a book from the Scholastic Book Fair.

Girl Scouts Collect
Food For Pantry

WESTFIELD – Senior Girl Scout
Troop 916 collected more than 160
cans of food at a luau they organized
for Westfield Daisies and Brownies
on February 2.

More than 140 girls attended the
luau, where they danced, made leis
and flowers, wore grass skirts, had
their pictures taken and ate tropical
snacks. The food was donated to the
First United Methodist Church Food
Pantry in Westfield.

This was Troop 916’s last group
event, as members embark on the
final step toward their Gold Award.

College Club to Welcome
Joseph Qutub to Meeting

FANWOOD – On Monday, March
19, the College Club of Fanwood-
Scotch Plains will present a program
featuring Joseph Qutub, a Middle East
expert and founder of Arab Student
Aid International (ASAI).

Mr. Qutub will speak about his
background in Palestine and his quest
for educational opportunity. He will
discuss the Arabs, the Moslem reli-
gion and ASAI and will display his
native dress. There also will be a
question-and-answer period at the
conclusion of the talk.

Mr. Qutub started ASAI in 1976 to
help students receive scholarships and
pursue a college education in the
United States. He also has contrib-
uted 40 years of service to the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club
and has been active with the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains YMCA, including help-

ing to make the swimming pool there
a reality. Mr. Qutub has lived in
Fanwood for 37 years and has raised
three children there.

The program will be held at the
Forest Road Park Community Build-
ing in Forest Road Park off of Mid-
way Avenue in Fanwood and will
begin immediately following the 8
p.m. meeting. The public is invited to
attend free of charge.

The College Club of Fanwood-
Scotch Plains is devoted to providing
scholarships for young women of high
school and college age who reside in
the local community. For more infor-
mation, please call Carolyn Dittus at
(908) 233-2948.

Hiking Club Presents
Variety of Activities

COUNTY – The Union County
Hiking Club offers a varied program
of outdoor activities designed to pro-
vide wholesome recreation while con-
tributing to physical fitness.

Hiking and bicycling activities are
scheduled on a regular basis. Most events
take place in central and northern New
Jersey. Membership dues are $10 per
year. To request a complimentary sched-
ule, please call (908) 527-4900.

UCC Offers Patient Care
Technician Certification

CRANFORD – Union County
College’s Division of Economic De-
velopment and Continuing Educa-
tion offers certification for an indi-
vidual to become a Certified Patient
Care Technician and work in the medi-
cal field. A required course for this
certification is “EKG (Electrocardio-
gram),” which is offered during the
spring semester.

An EKG technician is responsible
for administering the EKG exam for
interpretation and diagnosis by a phy-
sician. In this course, students will
learn the anatomy and physiology of
the cardiovascular system and the
medical terminology used with the
EKG.

Students will learn how to identify

the phase of the cardiac cycle, basic
EKG interpretations and to recognize
normal and abnormal EKG’s.

Students will learn how to use the
necessary equipment and proper
setup. Upon completion of the course,
students will be ready to take the
National Certification Exam in EKG.

This course section begins Tues-
day, March 27, in the Bayway Center
in Elizabeth. On Sunday, April 29,
another section will begin, which will
be held on the college’s Plainfield
Campus at 232 East Second Street.
The course cost is $260.

For more information about
“EKG,” contact the Division of Eco-
nomic Development and Continuing
Education at (908) 709-7600.

Talk on Hospice Care
To Be Held at Library
MOUNTAINSIDE – Dana Vigi-

lante, Community Education Liaison
with Care Alternative Hospice, will
present “Medical Decisions Everyone
Needs to Know” on Tuesday, March
20, at 1 p.m. at the Mountainside Pub-
lic Library at Constitution Plaza.

This will be an open and casual
discussion on hospice care and im-
portant medical decisions. Lunch will
be provided. Seating is limited. Those
interested are asked to register by
Saturday, March 17, by calling (908)
233-0115.

African Violet Group
To Gather March 22
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Union

County Chapter of the African Violet
Society will hold its monthly meet-
ing on Thursday, March 22, at 1 p.m.
at the Scotch Plains Public Library,
located at 1927 Bartle Avenue.

Chris Brenner and Gail Gray will
present a program entitled “Creat-
ing A Dish Garden.” Anyone inter-
ested in African violets is invited to
attend. For further information,
please call Joseph Kelley at (908)
232-4491.

Musical Club Plans
Ensemble Concert

WESTFIELD – Members of the
Junior Musical Club of Westfield will
present an evening program of en-
semble music on Monday, March 19,
at 8 p.m. at the First Baptist Church,
located at 170 Elm Street in Westfield.

Eighteen members of the junior
club, which is comprised of eighth-
through 12th-grade students from
middle and high schools in Westfield
and many surrounding towns, are
scheduled to perform.

The program will feature a variety
of ensembles, including instrumen-
talists and vocalists. Gabe Rodriguez,
tenor, will perform Francesco
Durante’s “Danza, danza,” accompa-
nied by pianist Wendy Lin.

The performance is free and open
to the public. Refreshments will be
served after the program, to give those
in attendance the opportunity to meet
the young performers.

The senior Musical Club of
Westfield, in its 91st season, offers
scholarships to promising young
musicians who pursue musical edu-
cation. Anyone wishing information
about membership in the Musical
Club of Westfield as a performer or
associate member may call the mem-
bership chairman at (908) 232-2173.

ENSEMBLE…Alexandra Jenkins, vio-
linist, is one of the performers appearing
on the ensemble concert on March 19.

Attorney Laurie Woog
Speaks to Old Guard
WESTFIELD – Laurie Woog, an

attorney at law who last year opened
a legal practice in Westfield focusing
on Immigration and Naturalization
Law, spoke to the Westfield Area Old
Guard at its March 1 meeting.

Ms. Woog has extensive experi-
ence helping clients obtain visas for
those seeking employment in reli-
gious, scientific and academic posi-
tions. She also has helped many local
clients obtain their United States citi-
zenship.

A graduate of Harvard University
and Northeastern Law School, Ms.
Woog completed a Federal Clerkship
and taught Immigration Law at the
University of Wisconsin.

The Westfield Area Old Guard is
celebrating its 75th year in fellow-
ship, welcoming retired men in the
western part of Union County. The
group meets each Thursday from 9
a.m. to noon at the Westfield Area
“Y,” located at 220 Clark Street in
Westfield, for coffee and a guest
speaker.

For more information, please call
Jack McHugh at (908) 233-1539 or
Walter Halpin at (908) 889-2074.

SAGE Offers Program
To Prevent Elderly Falls

SUMMIT – SAGE Eldercare’s Fall
Prevention Initiative includes a series
of free comprehensive programs about
fall prevention for the elderly, the
public-at-large, SAGE’s volunteers,
home health aides, staff, clients and
caregivers.

The programs are designed in col-
laboration with healthcare providers
in SAGE Eldercare’s service area of
Union, Morris, Essex and Somerset
counties.

The public is invited to a free edu-
cational seminar on Wednesday,
March 28, from 9:15 to 11:30 a.m. at
290 Broad Street in Summit. The
program, for adults 55 and older, will
focus on prevention to protect seniors
from falling.

Free screenings will be provided
by medical professionals and include
balance assessments, blood pressure
and nutrition screenings. In addition,
attendees will be able to participate in
strength and balance exercises, as well
as view a presentation of home
assistive and safety devices.

For information and to respond,
please call Julie Reich, SAGE
Eldercare’s fall prevention coordina-
tor, at (908) 598-5552.

Opera Lecture Series
To Debut March 26

WESTFIELD – Conductor Robert
Butts will present a five-part lecture
series, “Opera: 400 Years of Theatri-
cal Passion,” at the Westfield Adult
School. It will be held on Mondays
from 7:30 to 9 p.m. from March 26
through April 30. (Classes will not
meet on April 2).

Each week, participants will learn
about a different period in operatic
history: Baroque and Classical, the
Romantic and bel canto eras, the mid-
19th century, the late 19th century
and 20th century masters.

Mr. Butts is a member of the adjunct
faculty at Montclair State University
and also lectures for Drew University’s
Continuing Education program. Also
a conductor and composer, Mr. Butts
is Music Director/Conductor of The
Baroque Orchestra of North Jersey
and New Jersey Concert Opera.

Individuals may register by mail or
in person Monday evenings from 7 to
9 p.m. at Westfield High School, lo-
cated at 550 Dorian Road. Forms and
complete course information are
available in the Adult School catalog,
at westfieldnj.com/adultschool or by
calling (908) 232-4050.


