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MATH IS SERIOUS BUSINESS…R.J. Greeley and Thomas Young, students of
Mountainside’s Deerfield Middle School, observe Police Sgt. Allan Attanasio and
Officer Andrew Huber, as they show how they measure evidence at the scene of
an automobile accident. The police officers were the guests of Deerfield’s “Math
in the Everyday Workplace.” Accountants, builders and architects also demon-
strated how math is used in their respective professions. The school adopted the
“Everyday Math” and “Connected Math” curricula in 2005.
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The weekly column written by local high school students

Surprises Do Lurk Within
The Hallways of WHS
By ALEXA ZEPKA

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The characteristics that distinguish all
fascinating aspects of life can be summed
up by one simple word: unpredictable. If
the world solely consisted of inevitabil-
ity, one would never experience the most
exciting twist of life, a surprise.

This term is not only compact with
exhilaration, however. It is a phenomenon
enveloped by the gift people receive if they
truly cherish the ability to be thoroughly
observant: the capability of witnessing life-
changing surprises that other individuals
who keep their eyes secluded from the
world are merely blind to.

Westfield High School (WHS), as a
whole, is of equal diversity to New York
City; the hallways equivalent to the streets
from which clusters of varying individu-
als walk down.

Squirming through these seas of distinc-
tiveness, people will encounter compo-
nents of each high school “social group”
over the course of their journeys, most-
likely brushing by those students (and even
teachers) who they believe are “off limits”
and resorting to staring at their shoes in
order to create a casual looking pass-by.

This is an example of individuals, as
mentioned earlier, who keeps their eyes
isolated from the world; sheltered from
life. What will they gain from placing
their heads down as they stride through
the WHS halls aside from a clearer view
of their shoelaces?

Nothing; they only miss out on the op-
portunity to feel the embers of fascination
that exist within a surprise, and push aside
the chance of obtaining the most important
life lesson out there: In life, people are not
always the way we perceive them to be.

Since you have already gained a sense
of the losses one who keeps his or her
head down and eyes closed experiences,
let us now perceive a new scenario (that
has struck me personally) from an en-
tirely opposite point of view in order to
discover what an individual who main-
tains a high head and observant eyes can
uncover at WHS.

Moral: In life, people are not always
the way we perceive them to be.

True or false? “You never get a second
chance to make a first impression.” True,
but there is always an opportunity for
individuals to alter the first impression
they have laid on you.

Now, if you are not a freshman, like
myself, try and swim backwards into the
waters of the past, reflecting on that one
teacher who seemed to scare you on your
first day of freshman year. And if you are
a freshman, think back six months to that
intimidating day when we all began the
first day of “the next chapter of our lives.”

Envision the one teacher who fright-
ened you the most then, and picture them
now. Have your negative impressions of
them changed to positive? If not, are you
perceiving them with open eyes? Jump
into my shoes, as you read the following
two paragraphs to discover how one of my
“scary” teachers turned out to be…nice.

You fling open the door to your class
while glimpsing down at your schedule to
make sure you are in the right place, and
then step out into the hall to glance at the
room number (just to be safe) – a typical
freshman sequence of events.

It is early September; summer still lin-
gers in the breeze outside and you cannot
help but believe that everyone (including
your teachers) will still be immersed within
a laid-back state of mind. A few more
clusters of uptight freshmen funnel into the
class after yourself, and your eyes ner-
vously scan the room for one of your friends;
unfortunately, you are devoid of any luck.

The entrance bell chirps a falsetto ring,
and you feel your heart begin to thud
uncontrollably, as the discussions amongst
your fellow classmates come to an abrupt
stop, and the door creaks open.

A stern-looking man emerges into the
classroom. Everyone’s mouth drops wide
open as he states in a deep, intimidating tone
that he will not tolerate any unnecessary
talking whatsoever and if anyone disre-
spected or violated one of the classroom
laws, there would be severe consequences.

His eyes appear, to you, cruel and bit-
ter, and as he passes out a sheet that
consists of his expectations of you, the
room begins to spin and an unexpected
dizziness infuses your head; you do not
want to be on this teacher’s “bad” side,
and know that in order to do so, you will
have to adhere to every single one of these
expectations.

After what felt like a century, the class
finally winds down to an end, and as you
leave the room, you feel a powerful desire
to never return. Clearly, your first impres-
sion of this man was: “This guy is insane.

Scarily insane.”
Everything changes one day in mid

October; it is the day you open your eyes
to this teacher, and he opens his eyes to
you. As he reminds the class of how
important participation is, you suddenly
realize that you have never raised your
hand, not even once.

In that moment, and the one following,
in which he asks a question and then asks
“Any new volunteers?”, you know he is
alluding to the only one who has never yet
talked in front of everybody: you.

A nerve-wracking feeling inhibits your
stomach, and it seems to flutter and twirl
boundlessly like a tilt-o-whirl inside of
you. Then, with hopes of calming down,
you say to yourself, “okay, maybe he’s
not as mean as I think,” and you lift your
hand up very gingerly.

His eyes dart across the room directly
at you, and he affirms your name. Ner-
vously, you stutter the answer to the ques-
tion he directed to the class from your
point-of-view, and as you finish, wait in
agony for his response.

All of a sudden, you notice a smile
appear on his lips and an endearing light
shining in his eyes, as he states, “I couldn’t
agree more. That is a very good point you
made. Great job.”

From the point on, when you see him in
the hallways, you acknowledge him with-
out any fear. As you pass by and look
more deeply into his methodology and
strategy of teaching with open eyes, you
realize that he only wants to benefit his
students by expecting a lot from them; his
strictness is not actually mean, but in-
stead, casts emphasis on his desire for us
to learn.

Since that one autumn day when you
decided to put all of your nervousness
behind you and take the risk of giving this
teacher a chance, you have grown to real-
ize that even though you may have per-
ceived him as being bitter and harsh, he
actually turned out to be a man 110 percent
devoted to his job, with no intentions of
making life miserable for his class.

One of my current favorite teachers is
not the cruel, frightening man I originally
envisioned him as being. My first impres-
sion was an obvious malfunction, which
I was able to cure thanks to a necessary
dose of open eyes.

The eyes are the windows to the soul,
allowing you to see into other people, and
them to see into you. They emit an infinite
number of emotions, and are one of the
most important aspects of every indi-
vidual on this earth, giving us the oppor-
tunity to absorb the beauties, tragedies
and unexplainable mysteries of life.

The eyes come in a variety of size,
shape and color and no two of them are
perfectly identical, for no two individuals
can view the world through the same two
eyes. They were bestowed upon us to
serve a specific purpose: to observe.

The eyes can exist in two physical
states: open and closed. There is an entire
world consistent of a necessity for indi-
viduals to delve deeper into the meaning
of simple acts of compassion, surprises in
people you would least expect, and hid-
den kindness, which are all waiting to be,
and can only be, discovered by open eyes.
So why keep them closed…unless you
are sleeping?

Alexa is a freshman at WHS.

WESTFIELD – Edison Intermedi-
ate School Principal Cheryl O’Brien
announced the second marking pe-
riod honor roll:

Eighth Grade
Distinguished Honor Roll

Paige Alvarez, Rakhee Barai,
Patrick Bergin, Meghan Boylan, Jane
Braun, Stephen Buell, Juliana
Capuano, Ashtyn Chen, Bryan Chen,
Alan Chu, Emma Crossland, Tara
Culnan, Gustav Danielsson, Justin
Erickson, Tzvetelina Garneva, Dana
Gottdiener, Rachel Harth, Evan
Hindes, Ravi Jha, Daniel Kerr, Eliza-
beth Kiefer, Andrew Kirna, Meredith
Latimer, Justin Lee, Corey Lipschutz,
Joshua Mazen, Juan Mejias, Amelia
Morabito , Sarah Morasso, Kevin
Mulvey, Alexis Murphy, David
Osterman, Michael Pohling, Matthew
Ritter, Kyla Rodger, Laura Rogut,
Allison Rose, Olivia Ryan, Nicole
Schmeider, Meghan Suriano, Mat-
thew Tarantino, Angela Tata, Cheryl
Wu, Deborah Wu, Tianzuo Xu, Larry
Zhang;

Eighth Grade
Honor Roll

Amanda Adsit, Taylor Anderson,
Madeleine Archambault, Max
Archambault, Nicholas Attanasio,
Rishi Barai, Chloe Baron, Rachel
Baron, Siya Bhatt, Morgan Bungerz,
Eric Byer, Brian Cantor, Jillian
Ceasrine, Hoon Byung Chae, Nicho-
las Chapel, Nicholas Chopey, Daniella
Ciampa, Patrick Conlon, Alyssa Conte,
Lauren Corcoran, William Cronen,
Tierny Cummings, Jeffrey DeSorbo,
Brooke Domino, Elizabeth Driscoll,
Olivia Dunham, Jeremy Einbinder,
Anna Fetter, Adam Fischette, Steven
Forgash, Alec Friedlander, Catalina
Gaglioti, Betsy Goellner, Spencer
Goldin, Alex Gordon, Emma Gross,
Courtney Gurkas, Russell Hager, Alice
Hong, John Huber, Margaret Jacobi,
Alexander Jedruszczak, Alycia
Jhaveri, Nicholas Kapur, Benjamin
Kraus, Abigail Kwok, Joseph Leopold,
Lijingzi Li, Christina Martinez, Cara
Martone, Colleen McCabe, Phillip
Mendel, Jilliana Meola, Philip
Mierswa, Danielle Miller, Dominick
Molinari, Madison Mone, Anthony
Mormile, Francine Nieva, Megan
Nogan, Henry O’Brien, Douglas
Payne, Lucas Pellegrino, Katherine
Ponce, Jennifer Porch, Thomas
Pulliam, John Randazzo, Bryan Reilly,
Matthew Rivera, Gabriella Rivero,
Amber Roberson, Justin Sandler,
Christina Scaglione, Emma Shor,
Stefani Spector, Robert Steinfeld,
Francesca Tilocca, Jamie Torcicollo,
Julia Tressitt, Garrett Verdone, Jordan
Walker, Connor Walters, Samantha
Weidman, Justin White, Chelsea Wolf;

Seventh Grade
Distinguished Honor Roll

Sarah Albright, Meg Anderson,
Mary Barber, Hannah Bass, Kelley
Biglin, Wilson Cheung, Molly Colvin,
Eileen Cook, Jessica Cronin, Ella

D’Amico, Carley Davis, John DeDea,
Catherine DeMasi, Michael DePaolo,
Melissa Diep, Isabel DoCampo, Ryan
Elliott, Brandon Eng, Bradley
Erickson, Emily Fahey, Jessie Fang,
Taylor Friss, Geena Gao, Andrew
Goldfarb, Abigail Goldring, Ashley
Hall, Jacob Harris, Samantha Hindes,
Ryan Hobson, Kimberly Hoffman,
Krysta Huber, Jason Isbit, Lindsey
Jacobs, Johnatan Katz, Danielle
Lipschutz, Megan Luppino, Florence
Ma, Maeve Maloney, Amanda
Marcotullio, Hannah Margolin,
Nathan Mitchell, Michael Mondon,
Cecelia Mosco, Anne Oldakowski,
Zhe “Jason” Qin, Matthew Ragoza,
Erica Russo, Dean Schapow, Andrew
Schwarz, Sari Solomon, Alina Spera,
Hannah St. Lifer, Elizabeth Steller,
Kathleen Tang, Jacob Vergara,
Caroline Weber;

Seventh Grade
Honor Roll

Christopher Albanese, Kevin
Anderson, Gemma Antoniewicz, Tay-
lor Barber, Aimee Bass, Michelle
Behzadpour, Daniel Bigelow, James
Birnie, Rebecca Bleich, Zachary
Botos, Daniel Brotman, Russell
Browning, Matthew Caminiti,
Kathryn Caruso, Hsiao-Min Chiang,
Rachel Chodor, Zachary Chodor,
Lucas Cruz, Nicole Cruz, Melissa
DeCandia, Kailey Decker, Sophia
DeVita, Amie Diamond, Ryan Don,
John Dooley, Brendan Dugan,
Amanda Earl, Thomas Edwards,
Gabriella Estevez, Adam Firestone,
Elizabeth Fischetti, Declan
Fitzmaurice, Sarah Fox, Kaitlyn Frey,
Dana Friedman, Evan Friedman,
Alexa Geltzeiler, Zachary Goldfarb,
Morgan Halloran, Henry Hershey,
John Hogge, Bernadette Hopen, Lydia
Hughes, Rafaella Jakubovic, Dominik
Jedruszczak, Christopher Jimenez,
Natasha Kazakevich, Pauna
Kiricheva, John Kirna, John Lanzano,
Allegra Larche, Jack Leahy, Brandon
Levan, Kathryn Lobo, Eddy Lu, Max-
well Marchiano, Allie Merkelson,
Thomas O’Neill, Ellis Opoku, James
O’Rourke, Michael Osborne,
Gabriella Panarese, Emily Polak,
Megan Poyntz, Robert Psolka, Willi
Rediker, Justin Ricardo, Joseph
Rinaldi, Ryan Rittendale, Julia Rivera,
Brett Ryan, Eric Saunders, Michael
Schwab, Nadia Sharif, Megan Sheil,
Cailly Simpson, Smriti Singh, Troy
Skibitsky, Michael Snyder, Mia Spitz,
Nicholas Sternal, Amanda Stivala,
Michael Stravach, Kathryn Sullivan,
Scott Sullivan, Leah Tavasi, Lauren
Tebbetts, Leonidas Tolias, Robin
Toth, Anthony Valles, Matthew
Varakian, David Verchick, Marisa
Watanabe, Jacob Wegbreit, Matias
Werner, Paul Werner, Danielle
Wirtshafter, Thomas Wolski, Steven
Wronski, Timothy York;

CELEBRATING THE CHINESE NEW YEAR…First graders in Anne Marie
Petriano’s class at Tamaques Elementary School recently celebrated Chinese
New Year. This is the year of the Golden Pig. Festivities included making lucky
dragon puppets and participating in a Dragon Parade around the school.

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

WF Board of Education
To Meet Tuesday, March 20
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Board of Education will hold its next
regularly scheduled meeting on Tues-
day, March 20, at the administration
building at 302 Elm Street at 8 p.m.

The agenda will include a contin-
ued discussion of the budget for 2007-
2008, focusing on personnel and tech-
nology.

A complete agenda will be avail-
able tomorrow, Friday, March 16, on
the district’s website,
westfieldnjk12.org, and in the board
secretary’s office at 302 Elm Street.
The public is welcomed to attend
both the ceremony and the meeting.

All board meetings are taped and
televised on Blue Devils TV-36 on
Tuesdays and Thursdays at 8 a.m. and
7:15 p.m.; and Saturdays and Sun-
days at 10 a.m.

BU Names Two SP
Students to Dean’s List

SCOTCH PLAINS – Boston Uni-
versity named two Scotch Plains resi-
dents to the dean’s list for the fall
semester.

Students recognized for this honor
include Lauren Fox and Michelle
Regg.
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March 27 Last Day
To Register to Vote

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Board of Education reminded resi-
dents that Tuesday, March 27, is the
last day to register to vote in the
school election on April 17.

To register to vote, an individual
must be a native-born or naturalized
United States citizen, who is 18 by
Election Day, a resident of the state
and county at least 30 days before an
election and not denied the right to
vote due to either court adjudication
of idiocy or insanity, not serving a
sentence or on parole or probation for
an indictable offense.

There are two ways to register to
vote:

By mail: Registration forms are
available from the municipal clerk in
Westfield at 550 East Broad Street or
at the County Board of Elections at
271 North Broad Street in Elizabeth,
in addition to the motor vehicle agen-
cies and the League of Women Voters.

In person: Register with the mu-
nicipal clerk or county commissioner
of registration.

Honor Roll
2nd Marking Period

Edison Intermediate School
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