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Re SPF Field Turf Bond Referendum,
Review the Facts and Vote Yes

Turf Fields and Higher Taxes,
Take Your Battle to Trenton

County Freeholders Answer to the
Powerbrokers and Not to the People Letters to the Editor

Rumors have been circulating for weeks
that Freeholder Adrian Mapp of Plainfield
will not be getting the Democrat line this
Primary Election Day, but will be re-
placed by Plainfield Councilman Rayland
Van Blake. The only questions to be
answered are will Mr. Mapp put up a fight
and how soon will Mr. Van Blake replace
Mr. Mapp on the board?

The Union County Democrat machine
runs their freeholder candidates as in-
cumbents taking full advantage of the
taxpayer-funded publicity; upwards of
$250,000 from a commercial that runs
right before election season kicks off, and
mailers that arrive in the weeks before
Election Day; and the supposed ‘free’
concerts in the park which showcase the
incumbent freeholders.

During the 2004 campaign, Mr. Mapp
stated, “with my financial skills I can’t
wait to get my hands on the budget and go
over it with a fine tooth comb.” In my
watchdog mind, the clock started ticking
at that moment, and Mr. Mapp’s free-
holder days were numbered before he
was even elected. When Mr. Mapp packs
up his belongings from his county office,
he will have to wipe off the dust that has
collected on his “fine tooth comb.”

Mr. Mapp joins a long line of freehold-
ers who were replaced after falling out of
favor with the Union County Democrat
machine. Freeholder Mapp replaced Free-
holder Louis Mingo in 2004. Mr. Mingo
fell out of favor when he backed Plainfield
Mayor Al McWilliams. Mr. Mingo left
office quietly and it wasn’t found out until
months later that the county created a job
for him and he was allowed to keep his
county car and cell phone.

The year 2004 was a big year for re-
placement freeholders. Freeholder Nicho-
las Scutari was nominated for the Senate
after Senator Joseph Suliga announced
that he would not seek re-election after a
drunken casino incident in Atlantic City.

When Freeholder Scutari was promoted
to Senator, he was then replaced briefly
by Freeholder John Wohlrab of Linden
who served until he was arrested and
charged in an alleged domestic violence
incident two months before the 2004 elec-
tion. Mr. Wohlrab was then replaced by
Freeholder Nancy Ward of Linden. It was
so close to the election that Mr. Wohlrab’s
name remained on the ballot even though
Ms. Ward was the candidate. Despite his

arrest, over 70,000 people voted for Mr.
Wohlrab. This election proved that any-
one on the County Democrat line will be
elected.

It was widely rumored that the real
reason Mr. Wohlrab was forced out was
because he wasn’t getting along with
Union County Democrat Chairwoman
Charlotte DeFalippo. But, like Mr. Mingo,
Mr. Wohlrab chose to go away quietly.
He is still involved with the Democrat
machine in Linden and was Mayor John
Greggorio’s campaign treasure in 2006.

Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski of
Cranford came to the board in September
2004, she replaced Freeholder Mary
Ruotolo  on the ballot. Ms. Ruotolo was
aligned with the former county manager,
Michael LaPolla, who had been recently
unwillingly replaced by Senator Raymond
Lesniak’s nephew. Ms. Ruotolo had been
appointed to the freeholder board shortly
after the passing of her husband, the late
Union County Prosecutor Andrew
Ruotolo. Ms. Ruotolo also chose not to go
public with her political career demise.
She stated the old “I want to spend more
time with my family” and accepted a
position at the Turnpike Authority.

Mr. Mapp recently accepted a position
with the Borough of Roselle where two
fractions of Democrats are currently fight-
ing hand-to-hand combat. It would be a
breath of fresh air if Mr. Mapp would tell
the public why he never got to review the
budget and report what he had found as
was promised during his campaign.

I would like to believe that there are
“New Democrats” in Union County that
are willing to do something about the
machine politics. They can’t reform their
party by accepting banishment and keep-
ing their public employment. If the new
Democrats don’t expose the system, they
won’t be able to fix it.

Mr. Mapp is the fourth freeholder in
three years to be tossed to the political
graveyard by the county Democrat ma-
chine. What more proof is needed that
freeholders have to answer to the
powerbrokers and not to the people?

On a related matter, how can the Union
County finance director be devoting his
entire time during business hours and
working for the City of Linden as finance
director at the same time?

Tina Renna
UC Watchdog.org

In response to previous letters to the
editor against the proposed bond referen-
dum for the turf fields in Scotch Plains
and Fanwood, specifically letters from
Ms. Graffox and Mr. Muller that were
published in the March 7 edition of The
Leader/Times, I question some of the
research that was done — In particular,
the facts surrounding the injury claims
that artificial surfaces increased lower
limb injuries by 30 to 50 percent over
grass fields.

The webpage cited refers to “Astroturf”
which was the first generation artificial
surface. It was basically a rug over a
concrete base, and yes there would be a
marked increase in injuries over a grass
surface. It contained data that cannot be
compared to the current proposed sur-
faces.

The proposed surface is the “third”
generation artificial surface, which acts
and feels like grass and is light years
ahead of the “Astroturf” fields of the
past. Its characteristics are so similar to
grass that players would use the same
cleats that are worn on grass surfaces.
This surface is relatively new and data
comparing this surface to natural grass
is premature. However, it should be
noted that consistent surfaces, such as
what is gained in a turf field, must be
safer than muddy, pock marked fields
that freeze and thaw in the fall, leaving
ruts and holes, as in the current grass
field.

I also question the comment that many
teams have abandoned artificial sur-
faces to return to natural grass fields. I
am a sports enthusiast and watch my
share of college and NFL games on
television. You will be hard pressed to
find more than a handful of natural
grass surfaces left in the NFL and col-
leges alike.

The New England Patriots were so fed
up with the natural grass surface that they
went out and installed the artificial sur-
face on their field between playoff games
(within two weeks). When visiting col-
leges with both my sons, the coaches that
we spoke to were quick to point out the
new “Field Turf” field was just installed.
It was basically a selling point for the
college.

Mr. Muller’s letter lists words like “ap-
palling,” “callous” and “irresponsible”
and calls parents “extraordinarily self-
ish” for wanting a safe and manageable
playing surface for their children, but
doesn’t do much more than rant about
raising taxes.

The fact is that children play games.
That is their natural instinct. If they are
not in an extra-curricular activity, then
they are getting into trouble somewhere.
While I respect your opinion, I whole-
heartedly disagree with it.

There are a vast amount of activities for
children in Scotch Plains and Fanwood. It
is perhaps one of the most endearing
qualities of the community (along with
the excellent school system). Anyone who
has been here for any length of time
enjoys property values that have doubled
and tripled. This community is one of the
best in the state to live and draws new
families because of our excellent reputa-
tion.

This field project is not a luxury but a
necessity for many reasons too numerous
to mention in this letter. I commend the
board of education in their boldness to
bite the bullet and get this long-awaited
project moving forward. It’s now up to
the voters. I urge you all to do the right
thing for the children of our communities
and vote yes on April 17.

Anthony Giannaci
Scotch Plains

Last week, there were two letters ad-
dressing the upcoming bond referendum
on April 17 regarding turf fields at the
[Scotch Plains-Fanwood] high school.
While everyone is certainly entitled to his
or her opinion, I would like to offer a
differing view in support of the project.

First, trying to change Mr. Muller’s
opinion is futile, as I have never read
anything from him but negative views
toward the school budget. The only com-
ment I would make is that in his line “…
this bond issue will increase our debt so
their children can play games.” You are
right, this bill would allow children to
play games - and that’s a great thing.

Promoting the health and well-being of
our children is a priority that should be
pursued to its fullest extent. However,
this project is not just supported by “ex-
traordinary selfish” people but also by
people without school-age children be-
cause they see beyond the limited view
that this would just benefit school age
children. This would be a multi-use facil-
ity that could be used by everyone in town
— including adults who just want to take
a walk or jog around the track.

As it relates to Ms. Graffox’s letter that
its unclear whether turf is better than
grass, I would like to point out that in a
perfect world, grass fields would be bet-
ter than turf. However, we don’t live in a
perfect world where rain or other inclem-
ent weather doesn’t occur. Renovating
the existing fields would actually cost
more than putting turf down. How is that
possible? Consider that the current high
school football field is a clay-based foun-
dation. That means water doesn’t pen-
etrate the ground easily but actually stays
on top until it dries. To get the field right
would require digging up the existing
foundation, putting in a drainage system,
putting down a new soil surface, install-
ing an irrigation system and then putting
down sod. Then you need to pay for the
cost of maintaining the field.

You can do all of that, and then it rains
on a Saturday and the field would be torn
up. The improved technology over the
years has made the latest generation of
turf field as close to natural grass as
possible, without the necessary on-going
maintenance of natural grass. The trend is
clearly moving toward these types of fa-
cilities, not away from them.

I would love to see your facts support-
ing your argument that professional teams,
colleges and high school teams are aban-
doning turf fields because that is just not
the case and is clearly not the case in the
Northeast.

For the more critical issue of “what do
we value?” I would again argue why must
it be a choice? Why can’t we continue to
offer our children a first-rate education as

well as adequate fields? Nobody wants to
pay a dollar more in taxes, but unfortu-
nately that’s the cost of living where we
do. If you want to argue about higher
taxes, then take your battle down to Tren-
ton where the problem originates.

Please don’t make our school children
the fall guy. In terms of politics, it was
nice to see Republican Scotch Plains
Mayor Marks as well as Democrat As-
semblywoman Linda Stender and Demo-
crat Freeholder Al Mirabella all come out
in support of the proposal. Any financial
assistance that we may get from these
political entities would go to pay down
the bond quicker.

Lastly, the point about players choos-
ing fewer sports is not relevant because
additional sports are not being added. The
issue comes down to the increase in the
number of children that have moved into
town and providing them a field to play
on. However, if you think that other wor-
thy pastimes should be pursued instead of
sports, I offer the following: Charitable
works? How about the Student Relay for
Life or S.M.A.C. (Student Movement
Against Cancer)? Both of which have had
events canceled in the past because ad-
equate fields could not be provided.

Music? Again, great idea. How about
the award-winning high school marching
band that was forced to perform during
one of the games on the track instead of
going out on the field or having band
competitions canceled? See it’s more than
just a field to play games on and is, in my
opinion, a priority for our towns.

John Maxwell
Scotch Plains

I’ll Probably Retire Elsewhere, but I
Gave My Very Best to the Children

I read Ms. Graffox letter and was glad
that she searched for answers prior to
writing. It shows that people wish to be
more aware of the doings within their
respective towns. However, being a con-
cerned parent, coach and person directly
involved in the turf initiative, I wish to
help educate our cause.

The turf doesn’t become a magical
carpet, nor act like a cocoon for the ath-
letes, but it does minimize some of the
unnecessary poor field injuries.

The injuries sustained by several youths
were due to poor conditions such a track
cracked, hardened and in disrepair, the
fields rutted from frozen then unfrozen
conditions, exposed sprinkler heads – I
could go on and on. Those kids are real,
and those types of injuries shouldn’t have
happened ever. Not for a high school that
is proud of their student-athletes.

This initiative wasn’t a quick develop-
ment or an answer to recent conditions as
they are; they have been in existence for
years. So when do we say enough?

How did it come to this? The more you
allow something to deteriorate, the more
it costs to fix it. The initiative happened
(November 2005) after every avenue was
pursued including repeated grass grows
and intense attempts (which everyone
applauded by the maintenance crew spear-
headed by Anthony DelSordi) to revital-
ize the fields, and in the end the result was
the same, a deep clay field doesn’t pro-
duce a quality field turf to protect athletes
and kids.

Three minutes into any event, the field
was ruined. Games would be cancelled
one after another again and again. This
year, the state award-winning marching
band could not perform on the field. The
SPFHS Band annually hosts a competi-
tion involving bands from numerous com-
munities and once again this event was
hindered due to field conditions.

To suggest that the kids take something
else up instead of playing numerous sports
is absolutely ludicrous. The same stu-
dents also partake in student government
and extra town-wide initiatives on their
own time. Most of them have raised count-
less dollars for cancer (using the track and
field) and numerous other charity events.
I’m proud to know most of them and
believe they deserve the very best we can
give them since they are the leaders of
tomorrow and actively partake in today’s
problems and help solve them.

The coaches help mold students into
well-rounded individuals and team play-
ers (which matters in life) and all deserve
a “home field” they can be proud of. The
playing field is just as much if not more the
equivalent of a classroom. Life-long les-
sons are learned there. I don’t know if it
matters to you, but it certainly matters to
our students. Don’t they have a voice?

We all moved here to raise our children
in a great school system and when I am

done I’ll probably retire elsewhere. In the
end, I will know that I gave my very best
to the children of this community, as they
learned and played here. How much
money is too much? I don’t know but I’m
spending it where it makes all kids happy
and that matters.

Please come to the next Turf-It meet-
ing on March 22 at 7 p.m. at SPFHS and
ask all the questions you wish. Most im-
portantly, participate. I hope everyone
votes “Yes” on April 17.

Russell Yeager
Scotch Plains
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Georges Duboeuf

ALL STORES OPEN SUN.

MOST STORES ACCEPT:

For the address of the store nearest to you please call... 1-800-SHOPRITE
Prices established by ShopRite Wines & Spirits of Lincoln Park, 60 Beaverbrook Rd., Lincoln Park, N.J., (973) 694-4420

ShopRite WINES & SPIRITS STORES ARE INDIVIDUALLY OWNED AND OPERATED AND NOT A CHAIN. PRICES AND
PRODUCTS FEATURED MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE AT ALL AFFILIATED STORES. Prices effective Wed., Mar. 7 thru

Tues., Mar. 20 , 2007. We reserve the right to limit quantities. Not responsible for typographical errors. In the event of
errors, the lowest price allowed by N.J. State Law will apply. All cases sold containing single type only.

®

Discounts
Available On:
(EXCLUDING SALE ITEMS)

Mixed
Cases

of Wine

Mixed
Cases

of Spirits

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT

7 8 9 10
11 12 13 14 15 16
18 19 20

MARCH 2007

Debit
Card

ShopRite

Yellow Tail
ALL TYPES 1199

Charles Krug

Georges Duboeuf
Villages

C K Mondavi
•CABERNET
•CHARDONNAY
•MERLOT
•SAUVIGNON
BLANC 1099

Glen Ellen
•CABERNET
•CHARDONNAY
•MERLOT
•PINOT
GRIGIO 799

Gallo of Sonoma
•CABERNET     •MERLOT
•CHARDONNAY
•SYRAH
•PINOT GRIS
•ZINFANDEL 999

Champagne &
Sparkling Wines Ports

Domaine Chandon
•BRUT
•BLANC DE NOIR 1399

Piper Heidsieck
•BRUT
•X-DRY 2999

Voga
•PINOT GRIGIO
•QUATTRO 899

750
ML

Hardy’s Stamp
ALL TYPES 599

Little Penguin
ALL TYPES 699

3500

Toasted Head
•CHARDONNAY
•CABERNET
•MERLOT 1199

Prices effective: 3/7 thru3/20/07

•Beaujolais  •Macon

701
750 ML 750 ML

Veuve Clicquot
Brut

Veuve Clicquot
Brut

Georges Duboeuf
Villages

Yellow Label Champagne

Charles KrugCharles Krug
Sauvignon

Blanc

1399
750
ML

Merlot or
Chardonnay

1499
750
ML

Cabernet
Sauvignon

1799
750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

Goosehörn
•CHARDONNAY
•MERLOT 799

750
ML

Di Lupo
•CHIANTI RISERVA
•PINOT GRIGIO
•ROSSO TOSCANA 999

Minini
•PINOT GRIGIO
•MONTEPULCIANO 899

1.5 L

Santa Marvista
Reserva
•CABERNET  •MERLOT
•CHARDONNAY 699

1.5 L

1.5 L

Fox Horn
ALL TYPES 499

1.5 L

Livingston
Cellars ALL TYPES 899

C.R. Cellars
•BRAVISSIMO
•FORTISSIMO 1299

3 L

4 L

Beers
Guinness

Pub Draft
6-PACK

12-OZ. BTLS.

699

4-PACK
14.9-OZ. CANS

599

•Smithwick’s
•Harp
•Bass Ale

6-PACK, 12-OZ. BTLS.

699

12-PACK, 12-OZ. BTLS.

Killian’s IRISH RED  . .999

Canadian
Club

1509

1.5 L

1.5 L

750
ML

Mondavi
Private Selection
•CABERNET     •MERLOT
•CHARDONNAY
•SAUVIGNON
BLANC

•ZINFANDEL 899

Taylor
Sparkling
ALL TYPES 499

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

Sandeman
Founder’s
Reserve

1399

•Ruby
•Tawny 1199

Georges
Duboeuf

Pouilly Fuisse

1499
750
ML

Nobilo
Sauvignon Blanc

999
750
ML

VODKA

Reyka 2699

Crystal 999

TEQUILA

RUM

Absolut
REG. OR FLAVORS 2999

•BLANCO

3999
•REPOSADO

4299
•AÑEJO

4899

1 L

GIN

1.75 L

Capt. Morgan
SPICED RUM 2499

Tres Rios ALL 750 MLS

1.75 L

Gilbey’s 1399

Crystal 1099

Bombay
Sapphire 3599

Dalmore
12-YR. OLD SINGLE MALT 2699

John Begg 1599
1.75 L

Debriac XO
COGNAC 2999

1.75 L

SCOTCH BOURBON

COGNAC & BRANDY

Fleischmann’s
Preferred 1299

1.75 L

Canadian
LTD 1199

CORDIALS
1.75 L

Bacardi
LIGHT OR GOLD 1999

1.75 L

Ron Romero
LIGHT OR DARK 1299

1.75 L

Cancún
GOLD OR WHITE 1999

1.75 L

Svedka 1999
1.75 L

Popov 1099
1.75 L

1.75 L

1.75 L

1.75 L

1.75 L

•VS

1499
•VSOP

1999
•XO

3999

COGNAC ALL 750 MLS
De LarocheDe Laroche

750 ML

Chivas Regal
12-YEAR OLD 5399

1 LCampari 2499

750
ML

Dekuyper
Pucker
SOUR APPLE 899

Gozio
Amaretto 2199

Christian Bros.
BRANDY 1699

1.75 L

Leroux Polish
BLACKBERRY BRANDY 1899

1.75 L

750 ML

1 L

Jim Beam
Black 3599

1.75 L

Jim Beam 2499
1.75 L

Knob Creek
Sour Mash 2699

750 ML

Cointreau 2999
1 L

Bushmills
Irish Whiskey

3409
1.75 L

Dewar’s
White Label

2909
1.75 L

Baileys
Irish Cream

1809
750 ML

750
ML

Beers

Your
Choice!

Irish Spirits

Jameson
IRISH WHISKEY 3699

Jameson
IRISH WHISKEY
12-YR. OLD 2999

Black Bush
IRISH WHISKEY 2999

Michael
Collins
IRISH WHISKEY 2199

Irish Mist 1999

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

1.75 L

PRICE
BREAK

PRICE
BREAK

PRICE
BREAKPRICE

BREAK

1.75 L

MarketplaceMarketplaceMarketplaceMarketplace

NOW in WESTFIELD! ShopRite Wines & Spirits Marketplace 333 South Ave. East (Formerly Town & Country Liquors)

PRICE
BREAK

PRICE
BREAK


