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21st District News

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick, Westfield
The recent legislation that creates a

county “super-superintendent” is a defin-
ing moment for the public to understand
the difference between those that favor
big government and those that believe in
local control. The new law takes the con-
trol of our children’s education away from
the local parents and transfers the power
to a political appointee of the governor.
This appointee has the power to merge
school districts, overrule local boards of
education and even dissolve the boards
themselves.

The concept supports a plan by the
majority party to move decision making
farther away from the people. Today,
parents can stand before their local boards
and state their case. Parents can vote out
members of the board who do not follow
the will of the voters. The new “super-
superintendent” will only be answerable
to the governor and maybe a few elected

Super-Superintendent Takes Away
Control of our Children’s Education

officials.
We must trust local people to make

decisions that affect their children. The
majority party follows the logic that big-
ger government, centralized government
and county government is smarter and
more efficient than “we the people.” This
step is dangerous and threatens the qual-
ity of our schools. As citizens we do not
like high taxes, but as parents we do not
like political interference with our
children’s education. Many of us are very
proud of our schools and do not want a
bureaucrat making important decisions.

If we want efficient schools, send in
forensic accountants to all school sys-
tems and report back to the people where
the waste exists. I hope the governor will
consider adopting my economic swat team
bill, A-2332, and not create a new expen-
sive level of government that will be
affected by the politics of the moment.

SPF Teachers Asked to do Right Thing,
Change Health Plan, Care for Others

Music Is of Best Things
SPF School Offers

State-mandated budget limitations on
local school districts send an ugly message
to communities that are proud of their
schools. The SPF district apparently must
contemplate a salary cut in the music bud-
get, as told to a packed throng at the March
8 school board comment session.

But music is one of the best things the
SPF district offers. For my two children
now in college and beyond, the music
program was the primary source of self-
esteem that the district provided. Yes, the
academic program prepared them for ad-
mission to fine schools, but each child
said in retrospect that the academic pro-
gram in SPF did not help them feel
equipped or confident. By contrast, the
music program provided stimulus,
achievement, esteem and lessons in ac-
countability that propelled them.

SPF could cut the music program and
become overnight a less distinguished
district. What happens to property values
as the reputation of a school district de-
clines? As a taxpayer on a pension, I say
to Trenton: I would happily vote for any
budget that sustains my district’s strengths.

Blanchard Hiatt
Scotch Plains

TV34 Manager Discusses Factors
Effecting Audio Volume

When Ignorance is Bliss
With reference to the comments by Mr.

Kevin Retcho of Linden in his letter to the
editor of March 1 on global warming: Sir,
if ignorance is bliss, then you must be
living the most blissful existence on the
planet.

Tom Pickert
Westfield

Getting Feet Wet, Mr. Glover and Mr.
Samuel Should Act Responsibly

Today [March 6], I attended a Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
meeting in order to find out whether the
rumors that I had been hearing about the
faculty/staff cuts were true. Sadly they
were. But a couple of points came to light,
and I wanted to ensure that the broadest
possible audience was made aware of
these:

Firstly, one of the faculty members that
was slated for the chopping block was
beloved choral director, Mr. John
Brzozowski. In the business world, it is
not considered prudent to cut in the area
where your company has the competitive
advantage. Let’s face it, the music pro-
gram in the SP-F District is what sets this
district apart from any other in the state.

Cutting anything from the music pro-
gram would be an error of the most egre-
gious sort. In doing so, the board will
ensure that the district will embark on a
journey toward mediocrity. And I, for
one, believe we pay far too much property
tax to allow that to happen.

Additionally, it was shared that two
years ago, Mr. Brzozowski was lured

away from a tenured position to accept
this post in the district. To terminate his
employment at this point would be dis-
courteous at best, and dishonorable and
distasteful at worst. I wouldn’t want that
on my conscience.

The second issue which came to light
identified the fact that if half of the faculty
were to change their health plan subscrip-
tion from the prohibitively expensive and
not materially more beneficial traditional
plan, to the PPO plan, enough funds would
be saved in order to save all the positions
that are slated to be eliminated. The board
also indicated that they couldn’t force
employees to change their plans.

Frankly, I don’t understand why not; in
the business world, management does it
all the time. But I ask all the teachers to
examine yourself and see if you would be
able to look your colleague that his losing
his/her job in the eye, knowing full well
that an action on your part could have
saved his/her job.

I implore all of you to do the right thing.

Patricia Buckridee
Fanwood

After reading weekly letters to the edi-
tor from Councilman Glover and today’s
article [March 8] regarding dissension on
the Scotch Plains Council, I can only
conclude that Mr. Glover, newly sworn in
as a council member in January, is mount-
ing a campaign designed to sabotage har-
monious relationships with other council
members.

When he was sworn into office, he
assured everyone that he would work
with the others for the betterment of the
town. Detriment would be a more apt
description. His weekly letters have the
temerity to disparage the fine work of our
council, especially the outstanding ef-
forts of our Mayor, Marty Marks.

Mr. Glover comports himself with a
pomposity which belies the fact that he
has only served on the council for little
more than two months. His “know it all”
demeanor will have a negative affect on
his peers, thus inhibiting progress on im-
portant township issues.

Mr. Glover is not alone in this chica-
nery. Pulling his strings behind the scene is

Richard Samuel who most recently man-
aged the Democratic campaign. Both Mr.
Samuel and Mr. Glover were rebuffed in
their attempt to have Mr. Samuel appointed
as assistant township attorney.

Mr. Glover stated this intention at the
swearing-in meeting in January. Could it
be that Mr. Samuel has chosen to be an
obstructionist in retaliation for not being
appointed?

When I served as mayor of Scotch
Plains, the council consisted of both Re-
publicans and Democrats. We worked
closely together to solve the problems of
the time as we felt that good government
was more important than party labels. We
all live here together.

May I suggest to Mr. Glover that he
gets his feet wet before continually en-
gaging his mouth — and to both he and
Mr. Samuel to act more responsibly in the
future. Isn’t this the least we should ex-
pect as residents of this fine community?

Gabe Spera
Scotch Plains

I wanted to clarify a concern one of our
viewers expressed last week in a letter to
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times (“Town
Should Provide Better Sound on TV-34”).
Unfortunately, the low volume some of
our viewers are experiencing when they
tune into our local access channel — Scotch
Plains Television TV34 – is not a result of
anything originating on the township’s
end. We are sending Comcast a strong
signal at appropriate volume; however, by
the time this signal reaches the home of
some of our viewers, the audio is ex-
tremely low. We have addressed this with
Comcast repeatedly. Last month, in fact,
they sent a technician to our studio who
confirmed that our audio was fine.

The problem is complicated because
many of our viewers on both sides of
town are receiving the channel with ap-
propriate volume, while others are not. In
fact, during the live airing of township
council meetings, we monitor the chan-
nel as it returns via cable to the municipal
building and the audio is fine. Because
this is not a problem with all our viewers,
it has been difficult for Comcast to isolate
and correct the problem.

We are committed to providing our
audience the best local television viewing
experience in the area and will be glad to
assist anyone encountering poor quality
audio. Comcast has instructed us to direct
viewers to contact them directly at this
point, since it is likely that the signal
problem is occurring at some distribution
spot in our community.

However, we are concerned about this
on-going glitch and would like to assist in
isolating which neighborhood(s) are expe-
riencing an audio problem. If any viewers
of TV-34 are currently experiencing low
or poor quality audio, please feel free to
phone us at (908) 889-8600,  ext. 324 or e-
mail us at SPTV@spfk12.org. Be sure to
let us know your address and whether you
have digital or analog cable service.

We are proud to provide the only live
multiple camera coverage of town coun-
cil meetings in our viewing area and are
committed to continuing to serve as a
vital link between our local township
government and all our viewers.

William McMeekan, Jr.
Scotch Plains Television

Is It the Ice Age or
Global Warming?

I cringe when I hear our liberal politi-
cos expound on global warming, and I
almost cry when I read letters from read-
ers who follow them blindly.

Almost every letter comes back to the
underlying theme of the redistribution of
world wealth. Again with the social hy-
potheses that there is only so much wealth
in the world and must be redistributed,
and totally ignoring that wealth can and is
created, as proved by this great country.
Hint, it’s called capitalism.

The current ice age, thought to be
about 12,000 years old is ending, (a
fraction of a second in the history of this
planet). One only has to travel to
Andover, New Jersey to see the large
boulder that marks the end of the gla-
ciers’ advance in our area. Lake
Wawayanda is a glacier carved lake as
are the Finger Lakes in New York State.

Travel to Europe and visit the
Matterhorn, a mountain thousands of feet
high carved by the glaciers early in this
ice age. Travel to St. Christians Pass in
Greenland and see flattened mountains
thousands of feet high whose sides look
as if they have been carved with a chisel.
Visit Glacier Bay in Alaska. There you
can see a bay that is 180 miles long that
did not exist when first explored by Euro-
peans 400 years ago.

Now will you please tell me what caused
these glaciers to recede?

Jack McHugh
Westfield

Republicans Should Reject Practice of
Character Assassination against Me

It’s About Giving Back,
Vote Yes to Turf It in SP

I am a 1978 graduate of SPFHS and
have lived in either Scotch Plains or
Fanwood just about all of my life. My son
graduated from SPFHS in 2005, and he
played basketball and baseball all four
years in high school. My daughter is
graduating this year and she is a three-
year varsity letter recipient in cross coun-
try, winter track and spring track.

Due to an injury sustained at the track,
she had to have surgery on her knee and
has not, and will not participate in any
sports at all in her final year at SPFHS.
That’s a shame. That injury should have
never happened.

Without sports in my children’s lives,
countless friendships would have never
been made, coaches would have never
been able to teach them about hard work,
team work, and mastering the art of win-
ning and losing gracefully, lessons they
will carry with them all through their
lives, and all those memories and all of
those moments of all those games would
never exist. I can’t imagine that.

Even though my children will never
get to benefit from a top notch facility, my
nephews Aiden and Rielly will, and my
neighbors will and every student that takes
gym in the high school will, PAL and the
soccer association will. It will have a
huge impact on the band and various
fundraisers at the high school.

Wouldn’t it be nice to have an annual
track meet and raise money for a scholar-
ship for a track student? Or a soccer
tournament? And imagine how many
more people will want to watch a football
game on a beautiful field and spend money
at the concession stand that the Athletic
Booster Club runs and gives all that money
back to all sports at the high school which,
in turn, lightens the load for the board of
education’s budget.

It’s all about giving back, and this
project would allow us to give back to so
many people of all ages in this commu-
nity. I support this field 100 percent and
any one who lives in this town should
realize its value. Please vote yes in April.

Barbara Gates
Scotch Plains

Our Scotch Plains Mayor has been
complaining that I show too much inter-
est in our municipal government. I have
had the audacity to come to public meet-
ings, express my opinions, ask for public
documents and speak to members of our
council that are not his puppets.

He even went so far as to throw things
at me when I objected to the three Repub-
licans on the council screaming incoher-
ently and in unison at Councilman Glover.

What do you think they are trying to
hide?

One thing I learned by going to these
meetings was that during the recent cam-
paign, the mayor misused his office and
your money to help the Republican candi-
dates. He did this by voting for the mini-
golf course which he knew or should have
known could not have possibly eased our
tax burden in 2007 based on municipal
accounting standards. He then said, in
spite of this knowledge, that the building
of the mini golf course was a creative way
to ease our tax burden.

Of course he now says he was mis-
quoted. The mini golf course was built, he
now says, as a needed municipal service
with out regard to its tax effect.

So let’s see about our Mrs. Nancy
Malool. She did the same things as the
mayor with two exceptions. First, instead
of throwing things at me, she shoved the
things the mayor threw at me into my
hands. Second, her statement about the
mini golf course being a creative way of
helping with taxes was in a press release
not a news story. I hope she wasn’t mis-
quoted in her own press release.

To soften the impact of the Republican
lies, our municipal manager who our
mayor has said he would do anything to

protect, made a misstatement in his bud-
get report to the council and lambasted
Councilman Glover when Mr. Glover
brought that misstatement up at one of the
public meetings. Mr. Atkins aggressively
said that Mr. Glover, being the new kid on
the block, didn’t understand municipal
accounting.

The problem these old timers are really
having is that Glover understands mu-
nicipal accounting better than they would
like him to. He understands that even
though the manager and old timers should
understand municipal accounting better
than he, their statements do not reflect a
truthful application of their stated knowl-
edge.

The Republicans are upset that the
Democrats have taken the time and effort
to understand the budget process and have
tried to do what any honest and competent
Republican or Democrat would do. The
problem is that in all these years our local
Republican representatives have never
done what the newly-elected Democrats
have done in two months. The Republi-
cans have failed to exercise the oversight
function the taxpayers elected them to
fulfill and have only focused their atten-
tion and actions on there own political
interest.

I would hope that any response to this
letter be based on the facts and that the all
too silent majority of Republicans in town
reject the practice of character assassina-
tion that our mayor and his friends have
practice for at least the past nine years and
are now directing against Kevin Glover
and myself.

Dick Samuel
Scotch Plains

Letters to the Editor

I Wish all My Other Taxes Went to
As Good a Cause as Turf Fields

I’d like to explain why I support the
initiative to replace our high school ath-
letic fields’ natural surface with field turf
and replace our athletic track.

With just a cursory inspection of our
varsity soccer field, our athletic track and
our high school football field, any reason-
able person would have to conclude that
they are in poor shape. I also believe that
as much patching and fixing as allowed
within our maintenance budget has been
done and has proven to be insufficient.

Given the choice of a major reconstruc-
tion project, replacing our existing sur-
faces with natural grass or “field turf,” I
believe that I would choose the Field Turf
because of its durability, playability and
ease of maintenance. I won’t address the
track, because the track’s condition is de-
plorable and unarguably must be replaced.

When looking at safety statistics, we
should be sure that we are looking at
current data referring to surfaces like “Field
Turf,” not its predecessor “Astro Turf.”
Further, regardless of which of these sur-
faces you choose to compare to, compare
it to the one that our children must play on,
not one in optimal condition.

My own daughter had to give up her
passion for sports due to an injury she
sustained stepping in a hole on our field.
During the fall of 2003, I personally wit-

nessed five non-contact injuries related to
the condition of the field.

While I have no analytic proof for this,
my observation is the students that I’ve seen
perform on SPFHS sports teams and march-
ing band are some of the best that have come
through our education program. I believe
that if asked, they would say that their
participation in athletics or marching band
was an important part of their education. I
know that in reading my daughter’s essays
for admission to her doctorate program, she
emphasized her athletic as much as her
academic experiences.

Even if you forget about all the good
that is derived from team sports, and here
I include the marching band because what
they do takes teamwork, think about what
else these children will be doing if not for
these supervised, focused activities.

And finally for those that like to pass
judgment on others motivations, I’d like
to self identify. I am eternally grateful for
the education that was provided to me,
happy to live in a school district that
values the complete education of its chil-
dren and delighted with my responsibility
to “pay it forward.”

I wish that the balance of my taxes
went to as good a cause.

Russell Wells
Fanwood

It’s Public’s Right to See the
Details, Gov’s Duty to Provide It

For a while now, we’ve been concerned with
the point being made by Mrs. Patricia
Buckridee of Fanwood in her letter to the
editor today on this page. Mrs. Buckridee
petitions teachers in the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Public Schools to accept a modified
health care plan so that the layoff of other
teachers can be avoided.

She laments that rumors are apparently be-
coming true regarding teachers facing the chop-
ping block as a result of last year’s contract
settlement with the teachers union.

In spite of seeking the maximum budget
increase permitted by law this year, the SP-F
BOE is proposing to curtail sports programs,
terminate ROTC and cancel other curriculum
items to contend with the costs of dealing
with the teachers’ contract settlement of last
August.

The details of this union contract settlement
bothered us last August as rumors floated
around then that there were some major give-
aways, soon to become evident — making
running the schools very difficult — very
expensive — perhaps unfair.

In August 2006, we asked for a copy of the
contract that was arrived at between the teach-
ers union and the Scotch Plains-Fanwood BOE.

We filed for the documents, as is any citizen’s
right, under OPRA (Open Public Records
Act). The OPRA law says that the government
agency, in this case the Board of Education,
must provide a copy of the documents imme-
diately.

Well it is now March 2007 – nearly nine
months since the OPRA request was filed –
and the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Edu-
cation still has not complied with the law in
providing us with the documents.

It’s not our desire to take them to court
seeking enforcement of the law. We would
hope that public awareness and pressure would
achieve this end.

Given the impassioned initiative by parents
seeking money to turf the athletic fields, to
keep music programs and to have the best
that’s possible for the children, we’d think that
the public would take the time to inspect the
details of the union’s contract.

In that there’s a $2 million bond being re-
quested, that record high taxes are being sought
and that programs are being cancelled, is it not
time for the public to look into the details?

It’s the public’s right to see the details, and
it’s the government’s obligation to provide
them.

Below are four arcane words, each with
four definitions – only one is correct. The
others are made up. Are you sharp enough
to discern this deception of diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual.
If you get three – word expert. If you get all
four – You must have a lot of free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Perse – Grayish blue
2. Cunctative – Slow-moving; sluggish
3. Rodomontade – To boast or brag
4. Yarage – Manageability of a ship at sea

ORGULOUS
1. Proud; haughty
2. Awkward; clumsy
3. Pertaining to overindulgence in any

activity
4. Communicating knowledge; system-

atically investigating
RHIPIDATE

1. Nature of having a rattling in the
chest due to an obstruction

2. Formed like a fan
3. Having perennial roots but annual

stems and leaves
4. In botany and zoology, having very

small crevices or cracks
ROBORATION

1. A strengthening
2. A nightgown
3. Quivering; shaking
4. A very loud noise; explosion

SEVUM
1. A midieval wind instrument similar

to the trombone
2. In botany, the second, or inner coat,

of an ovule
3. Fat, as used in the preparation of

ointments
4. A soluable poison formed in the

putrefaction of blood and other protein
matter

Reader Questions and
Answers Bond Letter
I think I understand the attitude ex-

pressed by reader Albert Muller in his
letter [last week] headlined “That School
Bond Increases Debt So Children Can
Play is Appalling.”

It goes something like this: I don’t want
to pay for the ball field – my family won’t
use it. I don’t want to pay for the schools
– my kids are grown. I don’t want to pay
for the roads – I don’t drive a car. I don’t
want to pay for the municipal pool – I
don’t swim, etc.

Which of course leads to question:
How come this house I paid $375,000 for
is now only worth $150,000?

Answer: Because you live in a run-
down town with decrepit recreation fa-
cilities, bad schools and poorly main-
tained streets.

Roy Edelsack
Westfield


