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POLICE BLOTTER

Prosecutor Offers Reward
For 2000 Murder Case Info.
COUNTY – The Union County

Prosecutor’s Office is offering a $20,000
reward for information leading to the
arrest and indictment of a suspect in the
February 1, 2000 murder of a 43-year-
old Staten Island woman in Elizabeth.

Authorities said the body of Maria
Tauber, a mother of four, was found
in a burning car in a remote section of
Elizabeth.

“We continue to work on this case,”
Union County Prosecutor Theodore
Romankow said. “We feel confident
it will be resolved, particularly in
light of the new forensic technology
that has come into use in the seven
years since the murder. We are also
asking for help from the public. Any
information offered to us will be kept
in the strictest confidence.”

According to the prosecutor’s office,
Ms. Tauber’s beaten and burned body
was discovered shortly after 9 p.m. in
her green 1999 Ford Windstar van. The
van was found burning on Allen Street
in Elizabeth in a secluded area not far
from the New Jersey side of the Goethals
Bridge. Police believe she may have
been murdered in a different location.

Ms. Tauber, who was about 5 feet
tall and weighed between 100 and 110
pounds, lived with her husband and
four children on Martin Avenue in
Staten Island, according to the
prosecutor’s office. She was last seen
at her home at about 5:30 p.m. the
night of her death. Authorities said
sometime after 6 p.m. she may have
been in the New Dorp area of Staten
Island near 2660 Amboy Road, where
a business associate, Brian McLean of
Manalapan, rented a storage garage.

Ms. Tauber, along with McLean,
was half-owner of Bri-Mar, Inc., a
painting and contracting firm that
served residential and business cus-
tomers in the Staten Island and
Monmouth County areas.

Anyone with information about Ms.
Tauber’s whereabouts on the evening
of her murder or who has any informa-
tion about this case can call the Union
County Crimestoppers’ anonymous
tipline at (908) 654-TIPS or Elizabeth
Police Detectives Chris Kenney or
Keith White at (908) 558-2034 or Lieu-
tenant Carl Riley of the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office at (908) 527-4695.

Poerio said.
Tom DiGiacomo of the Scotch

Plains-Fanwood Soccer Association
said, “We have never had a tourna-
ment. The parking is horrible now,
and that should be enough time so
there wouldn’t be an overlap.”

Mr. Zazzali also mentioned a
resident’s concern that players and
fans of games would walk through
their Chapel Hill properties to the
field. “We should speak to the police
to monitor that on an ongoing basis,”
he said.

The commission addressed con-
cerns that the plans might add more
danger to an “already dangerous”
intersection. “According to the po-
lice, traffic is not an issue, and this
would not make the intersection any
less or more dangerous,” Mr. Poerio
said.

Another concern was the use of
soccer whistles at 8 a.m. According
to Mr. Poerio, all Scotch Plains soc-
cer games begin at 8 a.m. and if the
commission chooses to delay the
games until 9 a.m., they can do so, but
it would be “unprecedented.”

The commission announced that
Steven Dahl has been hired as recre-
ation supervisor. Prior to his posi-
tion in Scotch Plains, he worked for
Highland Park’s recreation depart-
ment.

Mr. Poerio addressed recent bud-
get concerns and what he referred to
as “misconceptions.” He said the
Scotch Plains Department of Recre-
ation uses the same budgeting tech-
niques as the county and that sala-
ries are included in those numbers.

“Under the parks and recreation,
the salaries, pension and benefits are
included in that number. It is gov-
erned by the state. Part of the contro-
versy is that you have to take all of
that into the budget at Scotch Hills.
Plus, the department of recreation
does more than manage Scotch Hills.
Our staff works on all of the fields,”
he said.
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people are being cut,” Mr. Parasi said.
He said $300,000 is “the potential

savings if every single member of the
district that is currently in the tradi-
tional health benefits plan leaves and
goes to the PPO.”

He added that his figures were not
exact but an estimate. He said open
enrollment for health benefits starts
April 1, and if teachers would switch to
the PPO, the board may not have to
make certain cuts. “That includes Mr.
B., ROTC, the impact on the Substance
Abuse Counselor,” Mr. Parisi said.

“Every single one of those people
may know by May 15 that we do not
have to do it (cut their jobs) if the
traditional plan is not utilized by July
1,” he said.

Mr. Parisi said there is “essentially
no difference” between the traditional
and PPO health benefits package and
that those who switch to the PPO
would save money. “We need the
current staff to abandon the tradi-
tional plan and go to the PPO at the
next open enrollment,” he said.

Later, another parent rose and called
switching plans a “no-brainer.” She
asked if Mr. Parisi knew why teachers
would not switch and whether the
union could sway them.

He said the teachers’ union had been
helpful in getting 70 teachers to switch
from traditional benefits to the PPO,
negotiating with the board to offer
incentives such as one-time payments
for teachers to switch. They had hoped
250 teachers would switch, he said.

Mr. Parisi said he believed teachers
were “resistant to change” and “feared
change” and that for many, switching
plans was “an emotional issue.”

Another parent, Janie Cavaleri of
Scotch Plains, spoke about teachers’
health benefits. Punctuating her com-
ments by shaking a hand that held her
glasses, she said, “You talk about an
emotional issue, that people have to
change their health insurance to some-
thing slightly different...Each one of
my friends have had to find new pedia-
tricians because they have had to change
their health insurance every year.

“How many here in this town have
had to look for a new doctor for their
kids almost every single year? That is
bologna. You take that to the negotia-
tion table,” she said.

“I’m not mad at anybody, but I’m just
saying why do we even stay in this
town?” Mrs. Cavaleri questioned, not-
ing she stayed for the school programs,
“but it’s getting to the point where
everybody needs to take that message
to people: We’re all digging deep to
keep our kids in this district.” She mim-
icked digging into her pockets.

Mrs. Brody rose again and asked if
the board was working with parents
to get teachers to switch health plans.

Mr. Russo said the board continues
to negotiate changes. Ms. Hayes said
teachers have choices, but by this
time, board member Linda Nelson
squirmed in her seat, twisting one
hand over her mouth.

Board members passed a working
microphone toward her, but board
member Betty Anne Woerner ac-
cepted it and said, “I think we’re
going down the wrong road here, to
quote someone near me.” Mrs. Nelson,

who sat to Mrs. Woerner’s left, still
had one hand over her mouth. She
nodded in agreement.

“The board negotiated with the
teachers and they’ve made tremen-
dous progress,” Mrs. Woerner said.
“Teachers are allowed to choose. It
would not be appropriate to try to
pressure people into doing something
that you negotiated in good faith that
they don’t need to do. Some people
might say there’s no difference be-
tween the two options (traditional
health plan versus PPO)...Some
people legitimately think there are
very big differences.”

Parents challenged board members
to look at special-education costs and
examine whether they could save money
by not outsourcing services or by using
fewer classroom aides. One high-school
student, Zach Feldman, who said he is
active in the music department, sug-
gested the board look at its utility bill.

He said often “all the lights in the
school are on and nobody’s there.” He
also said that teachers open windows in
the winter, saying they are hot. “It’s
money going out the window…I don’t
like to see Mr. B. flying out the window
with all the heat in the high school.”

Mr. DelSordi said the district uses
an “energy management system” that
regulates the boilers. He said that
lights stay on so students can partici-
pate before and after classes in pro-
grams they all wanted to salvage.

One of three people asking the
board not to reduce the SAC to part
time, SPFHS alumna Marguerite
Cahill, said the district’s only SAC,
Liz Knodel-Gordon, influenced her
to give time to prevent substance
abuse. She asked that the board not
underestimate the value of the SAC.

Recalling students who graduated
while she attended the high school in
the 1990s, she said some were voted
superlatives like “Most Likely to Suc-
ceed” or “Most Likely to Become a
Professional Athlete” but they “did
none of those things” because drugs
consumed their lives.

“We argue about great athletics, a
great music department, education,
great academics. You can’t have any of
those things if your children are ad-
dicted to drugs and alcohol,” Ms. Cahill
said. She said if children are addicted
to drugs and alcohol, they are not
going to participate in such programs.

Addressing parents disturbed by the
loss of the ROTC program, Mr. Russo
said the program is undersubscribed.
He said the Air Force demands 100
participants, and the high school now
has less than 50. He said next year the
Air Force would demand the school
have two ROTC staff members instead
of one, which would increase costs.

“The board does not want to make
these cuts,” said Mr. Russo, “(but)
we’re forced to make some cuts.”

Prior to the vote on the tentative
budget, Mrs. Nelson said the cuts were
not aimed at any particular individual
and the board “definitely didn’t want”
to cut anything because “when you cut
a program you never get it back.”

She also said, “I heard someone
refer to the fact that we’re going to
fire someone this evening. We’re not
doing that. We’re passing a tentative

budget that in its final stage may
mean a reduction in force.”

Board member Sasha Slocum said
the evening put a face on proposed
budget reductions.

The BOE scheduled an extra pub-
lic budget meeting for tonight, Thurs-
day, March 15, at 8 p.m. at Evergreen
Elementary School.
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Parents, Students Ask BOE to Save Staff

Courtesy of Dean Talcott
WHAT ARE YOU LOOKIN’ AT?…Bucks visit the Fanwood Nature Center on
March 9. Bucks usually drop their antlers this time of year and begin to grow new
ones in the spring.

Scotch Plains
Thursday, March 8, a Union County

Magnet High School student reported
that someone removed her digital
camera from her locker, which was
left unlocked. The camera is valued at
$300, police said.

Friday, March 9, a resident of
Plainfield reported that someone
made an unauthorized debit card with-
drawal from her account.

Friday, March 9, William Brown,
33, of Elizabeth was arrested on an
outstanding warrant out of Linden
after a motor vehicle stop.

Saturday, March 10, a Piscataway
resident reported that someone stole
his vehicle after he parked it in a
public lot.

Saturday, March 10, Taylor Raftree,
24, of Rahway was arrested for driv-
ing while intoxicated after a motor
vehicle stop. She was processed and
released to a responsible adult.

Saturday, March 10, an employee
at a Route 22 gas station reported that
the driver of a vehicle received gas
and fled without paying for it.

Fanwood
Tuesday, March 6, a resident in the

300 block of LaGrande Avenue re-
ported that someone stole her credit
card information and ordered a lap
top computer without her permission.

Thursday, March 8, Mathew J.
Laird, 39, of Fanwood was arrested
on an outstanding Newark warrant
after a field investigation.

Thursday, March 8, Delbert
Ragsdale, Jr., 56, of Stewartsville was
arrested on an outstanding North
Plainfield warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop.

Friday, March 9, Francis J. Burbage,
3rd, 40, of Elizabeth was arrested on
an outstanding Newark warrant after
a motor vehicle stop.

Friday, March 9, a Scotch Plains
resident and business owner reported
that between May 1, 2006 and Febru-
ary 27, 2007, someone fueled his
vehicle using the business account
without authorization. According to
police, $1,200 worth of gas was sto-
len. Police said they have a suspect
and are investigating the matter.

Friday, March 9, an Elm Avenue
resident reported that someone with-
drew money from her account with-
out permission.

Westfield
Monday, March 5, a North Avenue

automobile dealership reported that
one or more individuals unlawfully
entered a 2006 Chevrolet on the pre-
mises and removed the rear view mir-
ror and, in the process, damaged the
vehicle’s windshield and headliner.

Monday, March 5, a health care
facility reported the theft of six PDI
hospital-grade flat-screen televisions
from one of its rooms. The total value
of the televisions is $3,000.

Monday, March 5, a Grove Street
resident reported the theft of a tire lug
nut locking device from her motor
vehicle.

Monday, March 5, a Barchester Way
resident reported that her identity was
unlawfully obtained whereupon the
person responsible used the victim’s
credit card accounts to make numer-
ous transactions in out-of-state stores.

Monday, March 5, following a ran-
dom license plate check, Joyce Yarusi,
55, of Westfield was arrested at North
and 4th Avenues on an outstanding
Westfield traffic warrant. She was
released after posting $55 bail.

Tuesday, March 6, Joseph A.

Rodriguez, 27, of Avenel was arrested
at Westfield police headquarters pur-
suant to a contempt of court warrant
that was issued by the Westfield Mu-
nicipal Court, with bail set at $99.

He also was arrested pursuant to
contempt of court warrants issued by
the Borough of Demarest and East
Brunswick Township municipal courts,
with bail amounts of $140 and $108,
respectively. Rodriguez was released
after posting bail on all the warrants.

Tuesday, March 6, Roseanna
Padilla, 22, of Hillside was arrested
during a motor vehicle stop at Lynn
Lane and Golf Edge Drive on an
outstanding Roselle Park warrant for
$753. She was turned over to the
Roselle Park Police Department.

Wednesday, March 7, Michael J.
Henriques, 21, of Elizabeth was ar-
rested at Cranford police headquarters
pursuant to a contempt of court war-
rant that was issued by the Westfield
Municipal Court. He was transported
to Westfield police headquarters and
released after posting $150 bail.

Thursday, March 8, Adham El-
Sherbeini, 20, of Plainfield was arrested
during a motor vehicle stop at North
Avenue and Crossway Place on an out-
standing Mountainside warrant for $500.
He was released after posting bail.

Thursday, March 8, Alvaro
Castaneda, 22, of Bridgewater was
arrested for contempt of court on a
Bridgewater warrant during a motor
vehicle stop at South Avenue and
West Broad Street. He was released
after posting $130 bail.

Friday, March 9, William Glynn,
45, of Westfield was arrested at Hort
Street and West South Avenue and
charged with displaying a fraudulent
governmental document and hinder-
ing his own apprehension after he
allegedly provided police with a false
driver’s license.

The arrest occurred as the result of
an investigation subsequent to a mo-
tor vehicle stop for a motor vehicle
violation. Glynn was transported to
Westfield police headquarters and
released on his own recognizance af-
ter being served with two summonses.

Friday, March 9, George Kelly, Jr.,
37, of Dunellen was arrested for al-
leged possession of less than 50 grams
of marijuana during a motor vehicle
stop at North Avenue and East Broad
Street. He was released on his own
recognizance with a March 21 court
date.

Saturday, March 10, Jamal G. Bos-
ton, 23, of Rahway was arrested at an
East Broad Street location on a war-
rant from the State of New Jersey
Superior Court for violation of his
intensive supervision program.

He was processed at Westfield po-
lice headquarters and transported to
the Union County jail. Boston also
was arrested on an outstanding traffic
warrant issued by the Irvington Mu-
nicipal Court, with bail set at $500.

Mountainside
Friday, March 9, Leidell Tyus, 54, of

Newark was arrested and charged with
failure to inspect his vehicle, hindering
apprehension or prosecution for giving
police a false identity and consumption
of an alcoholic beverage in a vehicle.
He was also charged with driving with
a suspended license, police said.

Saturday, March 10, Fabian A. Praino,
28, of Watchung was arrested for driv-
ing with a suspended license after a
motor vehicle stop, which subsequently
revealed an outstanding warrant from
Mount Olive in the amount of $262.

that “we’re not going back to unre-
stricted parking for students” on their
street or Monica Place, where permit
parking was instituted three years ago.

In other business, Steven Freed-
man was formally sworn in as a cap-
tain in the police department while
Albert Sellinger was sworn in as a
sergeant. Capt. Freedman was offi-
cially promoted to his new position
on February 22. Sgt. Sellinger’s pro-
motion was effective on March 4.

A number of colleagues past and
present, including former Police
Chiefs Robert Luce and Marshall
Nelson, attended the ceremonies.

In what has become an annual cus-
tom, eight students from the high-
school DECA program, an associa-
tion of marketing students, ran
Tuesday’s meeting.

Lauren Wright played the role of
Mayor Marks, Mike Goland sat in for
Deputy Mayor Paulette Coronato, Jon
Birnbaum filled in for Councilman
Kevin Glover, Brittany Fusillo sat in
for Councilman Jeffrey Strauss and
Johnny Guiterrez filled in for Coun-
cilwoman Nancy Malool.

Angela Smith sat in for Township
Manager Thomas Atkins, Grant Dar-
win filled in for Township Attorney
Brian Levine and Jason Giamboi sat
in for Township Clerk Barbara Riepe.
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Fanwood Borough Council
“I’m just wondering where we’ve all
been…and why, since 1998, we
weren’t aware the details in the mas-
ter plan didn’t match the [plan’s]
map.”

Mayor Mahr thanked the residents
“for standing up and voicing your
opinion one way or the other.”

The second ordinance adopted
Tuesday night spells out regulations
that now require all local businesses
to formally register with and receive
a license from the borough.

Borough Attorney Dennis Estis said
the measure was initially approved

last year but was “put on hold.”
This came after the Fanwood Busi-

ness and Professional Association
(FBPA) raised questions and objec-
tions about parts of the ordinance and
claimed the group was not consulted
as it was developed.

Borough officials met with mem-
bers of the association, and Mr. Estis
said the measure was ultimately re-
vised so that it “more closely relates
to the purpose” of what the borough
intended: to determine “what busi-
ness activities are being
conducted…and how to get in touch
[with business owners] in case of
emergency.”

No members of the FBPA came to
speak at Tuesday night’s meeting; the
only question came from local resi-
dent Michael Persad, who was told
that the ordinance does not apply to
small home-based businesses.

The initial cost of a business li-
cense is $25, with a $10 renewal fee.

In other business, Councilman
Bruce Walsh reported that the
Shared Services Coordinating
Council (consisting of Fanwood,
Scotch Plains and the school board)
would meet tomorrow, Friday,
March 16.

Mr. Walsh said the group intends to
discuss proposed plans for restricted
parking around Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School and other
schools. Multiple entities have dis-
cussed this issue in recent weeks (see
the Scotch Plains Council meeting
story on page 1).

Mr. Walsh said comments Scotch
Plains Mayor Martin Marks made
about the parking issue at a recent
meeting were “inaccurate” and “rash.”
Mr. Walsh called the situation “re-
grettable” and “unfortunate.”

The councilman said, “We are go-
ing to continue to try to reach some
sort of solution to this problem…that
is best for all concerned.”

Mayor Mahr said she looks for-
ward to discussion of the issue “and
kind of clearing the air” at Friday’s
shared-services meeting.

Ingrid McKinley for The Times

Clockwise from top left:

BABY’S FIRST PARADE…A wee
one celebrates her first St. Patrick’s
Day Parade with her mom.

DRUMMER BOY…William
Johnson, 9, of Toms River, practices
his drum. William is a member of the
Kenmure Pipe Band of Sayreville.

WHEN IRISH EYES ARE
SMILING…One county resident
shows that “you are never too old to be
wearin’ the green.”

CELEBRATING TRADITION…
The Essex County Emerald Society
Pipe Band entertains crowds in Irish
dress.

Irish Times: Scenes from Union County’s annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade

Maria Woehr for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BUDGET TALK…Scotch Plains Recreation Director Ray Poerio addresses the
recreation commission about Scotch Hills’ municipal budget and proposed
changes to the Southside Field plan.

Cookie Booth Sales to Begin
Saturday at Local Venues

SCOTCH PLAINS – Girl Scouts
of Washington Rock Council
(GSWRC) will hold “cookie booth
sales” in Scotch Plains and Fanwood.
The dates and locations are as fol-
lows:

On Saturday, March 17, cook-
ies will be sold from 8:30 a.m. to
1 p.m. at John’s Meat Market,
Park Avenue; 9 a.m. to noon, PNC
Bank, Park Avenue; 9:30 a.m. to 2
p.m., Mountain Deli, Mountain
Avenue; 9 a.m. to noon, Quick
Chek and Commerce Bank, North
Avenue, and 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
Alfonso’s Restaurant, Park Av-
enue. They also will be sold March
17 and 18 after masses at the Im-
maculate Heart of Mary Roman
Catholic Church on Martine Av-
enue.

On Saturday, March 24, cookies
will be sold from 9 a.m. to noon at
PNC Bank, Park Avenue; 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m., Scotch Plains Music
Center, Park Avenue, and 11 a.m.
to 3 p.m., Irma’s Hallmark, Martine
Avenue.

On Saturday, March 31, cookies
will be sold from 9 a.m. to noon at
the Egg Hunt on the Village Green,
Park Avenue; 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.,

Irma’s Hallmark, Martine Avenue,
and 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Egg Hunt
at Parker Gardens, Terrill Road.

Cookies also will be sold on Sat-
urday, April 7, from 9:30 to 11:30
a.m. at the Egg Hunt in Forest Road
Park in Fanwood and Thursday, April
19, from 4 to 6:30 p.m. in the Jewish
Community Center of Central New
Jersey lobby on Martine Avenue in
Scotch Plains.

Girl Scout cookies sold by
GSWRC are made by ABC Bakers.
A new cookie, the Lemonade, will
be introduced this year. The Lem-
onade cookie is described as a “sa-
vory slice of shortbread with a re-
freshingly tangy lemon icing.”

Lemonades join traditional fa-
vorites such as Thin Mints, Cara-
mel deLites, Shortbread, Thanks-
A-Lot and Peanut Butter Patties.
The cookies cost $3.50 per box,
portions of which support the troop
selling the cookies and the
GSWRC.

The GSWRC expressed appre-
ciation to all participating mer-
chants and organizations. A list of
all cookie booths in the council
can be found at westfieldnj.com/
girlscouts.


