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POLICE BLOTTER

Prosecutor Offers Award for
Info. in 2000 Murder Case

COUNTY – The Union County’s
Prosecutor’s Office is offering a $20,000
award for information leading to the
arrest and indictment of a suspect in the
February 1, 2000, murder of a 43-year-
old Staten Island woman in Elizabeth.

Authorities said the body of Maria
Tauber, a mother of four, was found
in a burning car in a remote section of
Elizabeth.

“We continue to work on this case,”
Union County Prosecutor Theodore
Romankow said. “We feel confident
it will be resolved, particularly in
light of the new forensic technology
that has come into use in the seven
years since the murder. We are also
asking for help from the public. Any
information offered to us will be kept
in the strictest confidence.”

According to the prosecutor’s office,
Ms. Tauber’s beaten and burned body
was discovered shortly after 9 p.m. in
her green 1999 Ford Windstar van. The
van was found burning on Allen Street
in Elizabeth in a secluded area not far
from the New Jersey side of the Goethals
Bridge. Police believe she may have
been murdered in a different location.

Ms. Tauber, who was about 5 feet
tall and weighed between 100 and 110
pounds, lived with her husband and
four children on Martin Avenue in
Staten Island, according to the
prosecutor’s office. She was last seen
at her home at about 5:30 p.m. the
night of her death. Authorities said
sometime after 6 p.m. she may have
been in the New Dorp area of Staten
Island near 2660 Amboy Road, where
a business associate, Brian McLean of
Manalapan, rented a storage garage.

Ms. Tauber, along with McLean,
was half-owner of Bri-Mar, Inc., a
painting and contracting firm that
served residential and business cus-
tomers in the Staten Island and
Monmouth County areas.

Anyone with information about Mrs.
Tauber’s whereabouts on the evening
of her murder or who has any informa-
tion about this case can call the Union
County Crimestopper’s anonymous
tipline at (908) 654-TIPS or Elizabeth
Police Detectives Chris Kenney or
Keith White at (908) 558-2034 or Lieu-
tenant Carl Riley of the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office at (908) 527-4695.

Wayne Baker for The Westfield Leader
PLANS…An artist’s rendering shows the larger variant of the proposed develop-
ment linking Westfield’s Orenda Circle and Mountainside’s Wild Hedge Lane. The
existing roads are at the upper (Orenda) and lower (Wild Hedge) right, and the
proposed roadway joins the two and continues beyond. The smaller variant would
develop only the three lots on the right and the roadway to them would be narrower.

Westfield
Monday, March 5, a North Avenue

automobile dealership reported that
one or more individuals unlawfully
entered a 2006 Chevrolet on the pre-
mises and removed the rear view mir-
ror and, in the process, damaged the
vehicle’s windshield and headliner.

Monday, March 5, a health care
facility reported the theft of six PDI
hospital-grade flat-screen televisions
from one of its rooms. The total value
of the televisions is $3,000.

Monday, March 5, a Grove Street
resident reported the theft of a tire lug
nut locking device from her motor
vehicle.

Monday, March 5, a Barchester Way
resident reported that her identity was
unlawfully obtained whereupon the
person responsible used the victim’s
credit card accounts to make numer-
ous transactions in out-of-state stores.

Monday, March 5, following a ran-
dom license plate check, Joyce Yarusi,
55, of Westfield was arrested at North
and 4th Avenues on an outstanding
Westfield traffic warrant. She was
released after posting $55 bail.

Tuesday, March 6, Joseph A.
Rodriguez, 27, of Avenel was arrested
at Westfield police headquarters pur-
suant to a contempt of court warrant
that was issued by the Westfield Mu-
nicipal Court, with bail set at $99.

He also was arrested pursuant to
contempt of court warrants issued by
the Borough of Demarest and East
Brunswick Township municipal courts,
with bail amounts of $140 and $108,
respectively. Rodriguez was released
after posting bail on all the warrants.

Tuesday, March 6, Roseanna
Padilla, 22, of Hillside was arrested
during a motor vehicle stop at Lynn
Lane and Golf Edge Drive on an
outstanding Roselle Park warrant for
$753. She was turned over to the
Roselle Park Police Department.

Wednesday, March 7, Michael J.
Henriques, 21, of Elizabeth was ar-
rested at Cranford police headquarters
pursuant to a contempt of court war-
rant that was issued by the Westfield
Municipal Court. He was transported
to Westfield police headquarters and
released after posting $150 bail.

Thursday, March 8, Adham El-
Sherbeini, 20, of Plainfield was arrested
during a motor vehicle stop at North
Avenue and Crossway Place on an out-
standing Mountainside warrant for $500.
He was released after posting bail.

Thursday, March 8, Alvaro
Castaneda, 22, of Bridgewater was
arrested for contempt of court on a
Bridgewater warrant during a motor
vehicle stop at South Avenue and
West Broad Street. He was released
after posting $130 bail.

Friday, March 9, William Glynn, 45,
of Westfield was arrested at Hort Street
and West South Avenue and charged
with displaying a fraudulent govern-
mental document and hindering appre-
hension after he allegedly provided
police with a false driver’s license.

The arrest occurred as the result of
an investigation subsequent to a mo-
tor vehicle stop for a motor vehicle
violation. Glynn was transported to
Westfield police headquarters and
released on his own recognizance af-
ter being served with two summonses.

Friday, March 9, George Kelly, Jr., 37,
of Dunellen was arrested for alleged
possession of less than 50 grams of
marijuana during a motor vehicle stop at

North Avenue and East Broad Street. He
was released on his own recognizance
with a March 21 court date.

Saturday, March 10, Jamal G. Bos-
ton, 23, of Rahway was arrested at an
East Broad Street location on a war-
rant from the State of New Jersey
Superior Court for violation of his
intensive supervision program.

He was processed at Westfield po-
lice headquarters and transported to
the Union County jail. Boston also
was arrested on an outstanding traffic
warrant issued by the Irvington Mu-
nicipal Court, with bail set at $500.

Mountainside
Friday, March 9, Leidell Tyus, 54, of

Newark was arrested and charged with
failure to inspect his vehicle, hindering
apprehension or prosecution for giving
police a false identity and consumption
of an alcoholic beverage in a vehicle.
He was also charged with driving with
a suspended license, police said.

Saturday, March 10, Fabian A. Praino,
28, of Watchung was arrested for driv-
ing with a suspended license after a
motor vehicle stop, which subsequently
revealed an outstanding warrant from
Mount Olive in the amount of $262.

Scotch Plains
Thursday, March 8, a Union County

Magnet High School student reported
that someone removed her digital cam-
era from her locker, which was left
unlocked. The camera is valued at $300.

Friday, March 9, a resident of
Plainfield reported that someone
made an unauthorized debit card with-
drawal from her account.

Friday, March 9, William Brown,
33, of Elizabeth was arrested on an
outstanding warrant out of Linden
after a motor vehicle stop.

Saturday, March 10, a Piscataway
resident reported that someone stole his
vehicle after he parked it in a public lot.

Saturday, March 10, Taylor Raftree,
24, of Rahway was arrested for driv-
ing while intoxicated after a motor
vehicle stop. She was processed and
released to a responsible adult.

Saturday, March 10, an employee
at a Route 22 gas station reported that
the driver of a vehicle received gas
and fled without paying.

Fanwood
Tuesday, March 6, a resident in the

300 block of LaGrande Avenue re-
ported that someone stole her credit
card information and ordered a lap
top computer without her permission.

Thursday, March 8, Mathew J.
Laird, 39, of Fanwood was arrested
on an outstanding Newark warrant
after a field investigation.

Thursday, March 8, Delbert
Ragsdale, Jr., 56, of Stewartsville was
arrested on an outstanding North
Plainfield warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop.

Friday, March 9, Francis J. Burbage,
3rd, 40, of Elizabeth was arrested on
an outstanding Newark warrant after
a motor vehicle stop.

Friday, March 9, a Scotch Plains
resident and business owner reported
that between May 1, 2006, and Feb-
ruary 27, 2007, someone fueled his
vehicle using the business account
without authorization. According to
police, $1,200 worth of gas was sto-
len. Police said they have a suspect
and are investigating the matter.

Friday, March 9, an Elm Avenue
resident reported that someone with-
drew money from her account with-
out permission.

also questioned aspects of the proposal,
raising variants of these points.

On the other case, JMK Auto Sales
proposed a lot for the storage of up to
104 new cars at the rear of the dealer-
ship. The property is located on the
Springfield-Mountainside line, and
while the dealership is in Springfield,
the lot would have been in
Mountainside. The project was to in-
clude the construction of a retaining
wall behind the current structure and
the filling of the space created.

During questioning, Marianne
Hocko, a Springfield Avenue resident
whose property faces the proposed
development, said she did not want to
look at a 30-foot-high retaining wall.

Borough engineer Michael Disko
raised issues with the wall’s height
and its proximity to an easement for
servicing a Springfield sewer line.

In summing up his reasoning before
casting the final vote in the unanimous
decision against the project, Mr.
Tomaine said the applicants had failed
to make a compelling case for the ben-
efits of the project outweighing the
deviation required from zoning rules.

The board memorialized three ear-
lier decisions at the meeting – a two-
lot subdivision by Frontier Real Estate
Development at 255 New Providence
Road, additions and a deck at the
Splaine property at 139 Knightsbridge
Road and the interpretation explain-
ing the denial of an application sub-
mitted by Rome Festival/Mafucci at
448 New Providence Road.

The board elected to delay
memorialization of a pool and ga-
zebo proposal on the Helen Blitz’
property at 130 Mill Lane because
concerns with lighting, landscaping
and fencing had not been addressed.

The board’s next meeting is to be
held on Thursday, April 12 at 8 p.m.
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Finance Committee Presents WF Budget

cation “another vehicle in which we
can improve classroom instruction with-
out actually leaving the classroom.”

In the area of curriculum, the BOE
approved the 2007 summer school,
camp and enrichment programs.

Summer school and enrichment
will run from June 25 through July 27
at Beechwood School. Summer camp
will run from June 25 to August 3 at
Beechwood School.

Referring to the summer curricu-
lum, Mr. O’Malley said, “I think it
sells itself at this point.”

The curriculum offers classes in
subjects including the arts, technol-
ogy and academic math and writing.

Board member MaryBeth
Schaumberg said negotiations continue
between the BOE and the Mountainside
Education Association (MEA) for dis-

trict employees. Mrs. Schaumberg said
“both sides have exchanged proposals”
for a new three-year contract, which
would take effect July 1.

Negotiations will continue on Mon-
day, March 19, and they have sched-
uled subsequent meetings “so we can
assure the process moves forward as
expeditiously as possible,” she said.

Board president John Perrin thanked
BOE members for their “huge time
commitment” on this and other issues.

During his CSA report, Mr.
O’Malley encouraged parents to at-
tend an Internet safety workshop on
Thursday, March 22, at 7:30 p.m. in
the Deerfield School cafeteria.

“Perverted Justice,” a group that
exposes Internet predators and has
been featured on Dateline NBC, will
host the 90-minute presentation, spon-
sored by the Mountainside Munici-
pal Drug Alliance, police department
and school district.

“We expect some good attendance
at that workshop,” said Mr. O’Malley.

quickly with all the infrastructure im-
provements we’ve had. We were on a
very aggressive pace.” From 1996 to
2006, the town paved 35 miles of road,
as compared to the eight miles it paved
from 1985 to 1995. “While that’s been
good, it’s affecting our capital plan.
It’s affecting our debt service.”

The town will have a debt service of
more than $1.5 million, up more than
$191,000 (14.3 percent) from last year.

Peter Echausse, the chairman of
the finance committee, said, “we are
comfortable with where we are, but
the aggressiveness can’t continue.”

Speaking after the budget summary,
he said, “For the fourth year in a row, no
sale-of-asset money was used to bal-
ance the budget. After this year, we will
pay off all of our unfunded debt. The
state-aid situation is more of a shell
game. They’re increasing the state-aid
number, but on the parking side they’re
kind of taking it away. We could have
pushed more, but I think we’re just
cutting our nose for next year. It’s going
to be a really tough year.”

Under statutory items, Rahway
Valley Sewerage Authority (RVSA)
costs will amount to an additional
$221,300 (11.1 percent) this year.
Mr. Gildea said with “major increases
coming down the pike” next year, the
assessment would more than qua-
druple to $980,000. The sewerage
authority plant is undergoing a $138-
million court-ordered upgrade.

Also under required expenditures,
the municipal library costs this year
will rise more than a quarter-of-a-
million dollars (12.4 percent).

The Public Employees Retirement
system (PERS), funded at 60 percent,
will increase by $113,000. Next year,
the town is responsible for 80 percent
of the cost. Police and Firemen’s
Retirement System (PFRS), funded
at 80 percent, will rise $436,000. Next
year, Westfield will owe 100 percent.

Statutory and required items
amount to roughly $12.75 million in
2007, an increase of more than $1.3
million (11.9 percent).

First Ward Councilman Sal
Caruana, a member of the finance
committee, said, “Of the $2 million
of increases, $1.3 million is statutory.
We do not control that increase. We
are required to pay by law or prior
agreement. That’s almost 70 percent
of our increase. Debt service is
$200,000, which is another 10 per-
cent of the increase. The rest of the
increase – less than 20 percent of the
budget – is related to rising costs.”

In terms of operating expenditures,
totaling more than $180,000, the town
will see an increase of $165,000 (14.8
percent) from service-related items,
including annual collection of leaves,
bulky-waste program and expanded
tree service. The town will save
$47,000 (84.8 percent decrease) in
planning-board department expendi-
tures by reducing its need for a con-
sultant planner with the addition of
town planner Judith Thornton and
eliminating the need for steno ser-
vices at every meeting.

The largest increase in salaries and
wages will come from the Public
Works department’s hike of $145,464
due to “mostly contractual increases,”
Mr. Gildea said to the press after the
meeting, noting that of the 37-person
department, 27 earn the top salary.
The biggest savings will be seen in
the police department, with the town
realizing a $100,600 (1.7 percent)
drop from the new negotiated con-
tract and savings from retirements.

Of the $36-million budget, more
than $20 million (56 percent) will
come from local property taxes. The
fund balance’s $4 million will gener-
ate 11 percent of revenues, amounting
to roughly 85 percent of the available
balance. Mr. Gildea said, “that is ag-
gressive, but we feel comfortable with
this number. It helps us be prepared for
next year and create more fund bal-
ance to offset next year’s tax levy.”

Overall, the town anticipates more
than $15.8 million in revenue – almost
$895,000 more than last year. Mr.
Gildea called this a “big luxury” that
“helps keep the tax levy manageable.”

The town anticipates $1.864 bil-
lion in ratables, “a significant in-
crease” of $12.45 million (0.7 per-
cent). “We’ve got a lot of develop-
ment (teardowns, additions, renova-
tions) in this town. We were con-
cerned last year when our ratables
didn’t go up as high as expected. One
of the reasons is that a developer or
homeowner has two years to do a job.
If they are not accepted in that given
year, they go to the following year.”

Mr. Caruana, mentioning the
$12.45-million increase, said the
number is based on appraised value,
which is 25 percent of market value.

He concluded, “This year, using
round numbers, operating went up 6
percent. Revenues went up 6 percent.
Taxes are going up less than 6 percent.
The key to keeping tax increases down
is other revenue…Our mission is to
try to realize other revenue streams,

tional sign, for a total of three signs,
on the third side of the store building.
Ms. Laird said that, due to the two
separate entrances to the bookstore,
“making our presence known pre-
sents a challenge.”

At its February 8 meeting, the board
instructed Eric Kettleson of 26
Stoneleigh Park to resubmit a more
specific proposal of his plans to erect
a six-foot wrought iron fence sur-
rounding a swimming pool. The board
reiterated that the fence “maintains
the historic look and feel of the
Stoneleigh Park area,” in the words of
Mr. Heinbokel, and granted Mr.
Kettleson approval.

Glen Berry of 24 Barchester Way
received permission to retain an exist-
ing driveway for the purpose of a three-
car garage. Mr. Berry said he is trying to
preserve what he described as the “un-
cluttered street look” of earlier eras in
Westfield and to keep his “little corner
open and aesthetically pleasing.”

The board granted approval to three
Westfield residents who requested
variances to enact “relatively minor”
additions to their homes. Bharat Shah
of 1026 Ripley Avenue received per-
mission to construct a first-floor ad-
dition to the rear of his home to ex-
pand the kitchen.

Michael Fernandez of 12 Sandra
Circle received permission to con-
struct a front porch on his home.

Kenny and Felice Band of 301
Vernon Place received approval to
construct a porch on the front of their
house and a mudroom that would
provide the owners with a rear en-
trance to the backyard and garage.

Richard and Eileen Passananti of
841 Shackamaxon Drive received a
12-month extension for their plan to
construct an addition on their home.

The board’s next meeting will be
held on Monday, April 9.

especially in the near future [when]
there are going to be statutory in-
creases that we have no control over
that are going to be very significant.”

Erratum
In a caption of the Boy Scouts

Pinewood Derby (Off to the Races) in
last week’s issue, the name of one of
Scouts was misspelled. It should have
been spelled Isaac Amador. He is a
Bear and is in Den 5, Pack 172.

Clarification
A front-page story in the March 8

edition of The Leader should have said
that Superintendent of Schools Will-
iam Foley was reluctant to redistrict
intermediate-school children due to a
lack of interest of northside parents to
move their children into the Mandarin
and science and technology programs
at Edison Intermediate School.

Separately, Mr. Foley said the dis-
trict plans to redistrict 30 kindergar-
ten and first-grade students from Wil-
son Elementary School to Franklin
Elementary School in September.
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Cookie Booth Sales to Begin
March 23 at Local Venues

WESTFIELD – Girl Scouts of
Washington Rock Council
(GSWRC) will hold “cookie booth
sales” in Westfield. The dates and
locations are as follows:

Cookies will be sold on Friday,
March 23, from 4 to 8 p.m. at the
Westfield Train Station and 9 a.m. to
1 p.m., Westfield Post Office, Central
Avenue; Saturday, March 24, 11 a.m.
to 1 p.m. at Starbucks, Central Av-
enue, and 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Drug
Fair, North Avenue; Sunday, March
25, 9 a.m. to noon at ShopRite, North
Avenue in Garwood; Tuesday, March
27, 5:30 to 8 p.m., Westfield Train
Station; Saturday, March 31, 9 a.m. to
1 p.m., Drug Fair, North Avenue, and
9 to 11 a.m., Bagel Chateau, South
Avenue, East.

Friday, April 13, 4 to 8 p.m.,
Westfield Train Station; Saturday,
April 14, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., Westfield

Post Office and 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
Drug Fair, North Avenue, and Sat-
urday, April 21, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.,
corner of Elm and Broad Streets

Girl Scout cookies sold by
GSWRC are made by ABC Bakers.
A new cookie, the Lemonade, will
be introduced this year. The Lemon-
ade cookie is described as a “savory
slice of shortbread with a refresh-
ingly tangy lemon icing.”

Lemonades join traditional favor-
ites such as Thin Mints, Caramel
deLites, Shortbread, Thanks-A-Lot
and Peanut Butter Patties. The cook-
ies cost $3.50 per box, portions of
which support the troop selling the
cookies and the GSWRC.

The GSWRC expressed apprecia-
tion to all participating merchants
and organizations. A list of all cookie
booths in the council can be found at
westfieldnj.com/girlscouts.

MS Council Discusses Field,
Tennis Court Improvements

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – Much of the
Mountainside Borough Council’s
work session Tuesday evening fo-
cused on spending and ways to con-
trol it. Council members discussed
and moved forward with two “sig-
nificant” expenditures – a $107,000
plan to install lights at Deerfield
School’s baseball field and a $59,000
resurfacing of the two front tennis
courts at the municipal complex.

The meeting also included a sec-
ond reading and public hearing on
three ordinances – a $180,000 expen-
diture to resurface a portion of Cen-
tral Avenue; a $20,429 expense for
purchase of a police SUV and an
ordinance amending a prior ordinance
relating to vital statistics records.

A grant will cover half the cost of
lights at Deerfield. Bids had been
received, but the lack of a budget may
delay the contract, officials said.

Mayor Robert Viglianti said some
money freed from escrow might be
available to prevent the contracting
from being delayed.

The mayor began discussion on re-
surfacing the tennis courts by question-
ing the borough’s return on its invest-
ment. He questioned usage levels of the
courts and whether the tennis badges
Mountainside sells could cover costs.

Recreation Director Frank Masella
said badge receipts would not cover
costs but maintained the mayor’s
statement that he “never sees them
being used” did not reflect the truth.
Mr. Masella cited players waiting in
summer and use of the courts for

school matches, noting school
matches require four courts.

Current tennis badge fees are $10
for teenagers and senior citizens, $15
for adults and $30 for non-residents.
Guest passes cost $1.

Officials discussed the possibility
of drafting an ordinance to create a
penalty for use of the courts without
a badge.

In other business, the council de-
cided not to participate in Union
County’s offer of services related to
New Jersey’s PARIS (Public Archives
and Records Infrastructure Support)
grant. The mayor cited the redun-
dancy of this effort, saying the bor-
ough had worked with the state to
bring its records up to par.

In an aside following the public
portion of the meeting, the mayor said
that, “it doesn’t matter if it’s a grant;
the money comes from somewhere.”
He said it comes out of “my pocket,
and your pocket, and your pocket.”

The council discussed storage of
the new community bus donated by
the Watts Foundation. Members said
a canvas-over-metal structure would
be the likely choice and that it would
be done at the municipal complex.

In another matter, Ted Weeks and
Mary Greeley will receive a Mabel
Young Good Neighbor Award. Raffle
applications from the Mountainside
Restoration Committee and
Children’s Specialized Hospital As-
sociation Auxiliary received approval.

Officials decided to spend $300 for
service work to the municipal Christ-
mas tree. The council will next meet
on Tuesday, March 20, at 8 p.m.
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Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader

Clockwise from top left:

BABY’S FIRST PARADE…A wee
one celebrates her first St. Patrick’s
Day Parade with her mom.

DRUMMER BOY…William
Johnson, 9, of Toms River, practices
his drum. William is a member of the
Kenmure Pipe Band of Sayreville.

WHEN IRISH EYES ARE
SMILING…One county resident
shows that “you are never too old to be
wearin’ the green.”

CELEBRATING TRADITION…
The Essex County Emerald Society
Pipe Band entertains crowds in Irish
dress.

Irish Times: Scenes from Union County’s annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade


