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Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
PARADE O’ THE IRISH…Union Township hosted Union County’s annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade, one of the largest parades in the state, last Saturday. The parade
has been an area institution since 1997. Thousands of marchers and spectators participated and viewed the parade. Left, a member of the Union County Police and
Fire Pipes and Drums keeps rhythm as he marches. Right, students of Union Catholic High School in Scotch Plains carry flags representing the 32 counties of Ireland.
See additional photos at goleader.com/photos.

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
ST. PATRICK’S DAY GREETINGS…New Jersey Governor Jon Corzine par-
ticipates in Union County’s St. Patrick’s Day Parade last Saturday, taking time
out to greet spectators along the route.

Wayne Baker for The Westfield Leader
CONCEPT DRAWING…Edward Dec, engineer for the proposed development
connecting Wild Hedge Lane in Mountainside and Orenda Circle in Westfield,
describes the details to Mountainside’s planning board at its meeting Thursday.

Ben Corbin for The Westfield Leader
NEW HOME FOR HILLCREST…The Union County Educational Services
Commission’s Westlake School and Beadleston High School on Lamberts Mill
Road in Westfield will house the UCESC’s Hillcrest Academy South. The
commission voted last week to relocate Hillcrest to the Lamberts Mill Road
facility after the Westfield Board of Education opted not to renew the academy’s
lease at Lincoln School. See story on page 3.

Mountainside Planning Board Discusses Rapuano
Orenda Plan, Rejects JMK Parking Lot Proposal

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Planning Board, Thurs-
day night, discussed reviewed a con-
ceptual of two proposals by C.F.G.R.
to develop properties on Wild Hedge
Lane (also referred to as Lloyd Lane)
involving demolition of a home on
Orenda Circle in Westfield.

The board also voted against a pro-
posal by JMK Auto Sales and
Mountainside Industrial Associates
to add an on-site parking lot for stor-
age of new cars at the dealership.

Because the Wild Hedge’ applicant
submitted two proposals, board chair-
man John Tomaine said repeatedly
during discussion that the board would
not indicate a preference for one of
the two plans.

Both plans involved the develop-
ment of a three-home subdivision of
a property currently owned by devel-
oper Ralph Rapuano and the demoli-
tion of a home he owns at the north-
eastern corner of Orenda Circle for
access and egress to the development.

The larger of the two plans in-
cludes the development of a second
property currently owned by Edward
and Janice Koszowski. If the
Koszowski’ property were developed,
the existing home would be preserved
and the property would be divided
into five lots – one would house the
Koszowki residence, and Mr.
Rapuano would develop four new
homes on the others.

During the meeting, board attor-
ney Vincent Loughlin mentioned on-
going litigation from an earlier at-

tempt to develop this property. That
application did not propose access-
ing the development from Orenda
Circle.

June Heintz, who owns the prop-
erty opposite the proposed roadway
on Orenda Circle, questioned Edward
Dec, the developer’s engineer, about
the grade of the proposed roadway.
He said the grade would be “about 3
percent for the first 50 to 75 feet, then
about 10 to 12 percent for the remain-
ing 300 feet.”

Ms. Heintz said there would be a
need to clear the storm drain by her

property of debris during heavy storm
to keep storm water flowing. Earlier
in the evening, Mr. Dec had described
state development regulations that
would require “significant” reductions
in storm water flows be designed into
the project. He said the regulations
would likely be “especially signifi-
cant” if the larger development were
undertaken.

Bart Barre of Wild Hedge Lane said
he was concerned about creating a cut-
through from Orenda Circle to Hillside
Avenue. Multiple other area residents
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Happy St. Patrick’s Day!

MS School Budget Rises $1
Million Over Last Year

By GINA LEVINE-LEVY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Board of Education
Tuesday night approved the 2007-
2008 school budget of $14.95 mil-
lion, which is approximately $1 mil-
lion more than last year, to submit to
the Union County Superintendent of
Schools prior to requesting voter ap-
proval on Tuesday, April 17.

Last year, Mountainside voters ap-
proved a tax levy of $11,276,433 to
support the spending of $13,966,844.
The average borough taxpayer experi-
enced an increase of $392 in school
taxes in 2006. The 2006 property tax
levy represented 81 percent of the
total tax revenue to support the school
budget, with another 12 percent, or
$1,659,804, coming from dissolution
of the now defunct Union County High
School Regional District.

The BOE will hold a final public
hearing, which will include discus-
sion of per-household impact, on the
budget at its Tuesday, March 27 meet-
ing.

As submitted, the budget’s general
fund is allocated at $14,387,861. The
special revenue fund is $177,890, and
debt service is $388,135. The total
base budget is $14,953,886.

Taxpayers will vote on a
$11,694,735 tax levy this year. School
officials said almost half of the bud-
get – 44.9 percent, or $6.3 million – is
allocated to employee salaries. An
additional 11.2 percent, or $1.6 mil-
lion, is for employee health benefits.

About 24 percent, or $3.4 million,
will go toward tuition for Mountainside
students who attend Governor
Livingston High School in Berkeley
Heights. Officials said per-student tu-
ition costs at Governor Livingston will
jump to $12,500 from $11,593.

Along with the budget, the BOE
passed a resolution to apply for a

$374,481 “commissioner adjustment
for tuition” for “increases in tuition to
another district in a formal sending/
receiving relationship.”

Business Administrator Roderic
McLaughlin said next year’s budget
was prepared in anticipation of tax-
levy-cap bill A-1/S-20, which would
impose a 4-percent cap on annual tax
levies. He said it is unusual for a bud-
get to be prepared using guidelines
from a bill that is not yet in effect.

Governor Jon Corzine has until
Thursday, March 22, to sign the bill.
Mr. McLaughlin said the bill would
“automatically become law” if the
governor does not sign the legislation.

School board and budget elections
are Tuesday, April 17; residents can
vote from 2 to 9 p.m. at Deerfield
Elementary School, Community Pres-
byterian Church orborough hall.

In other business, the BOE approved
a resolution to accept a $4,000 dona-
tion from the Blanche M. and George
L. Watts Mountainside Community
Foundation to buy two automated ex-
ternal defibrillators for the district.

Twenty-seven employees, from
kitchen aides to custodians and teach-
ers, will be trained on the device,
according to Chief School Adminis-
trator (CSA) Richard O’Malley.

The BOE approved a resolution for
a “joint transportation agreement”
between the Mountainside and
Westfield boards of education to trans-
port a Mountainside student to
Westfield’s Jefferson Elementary
School for the “Leaps and Bounds”
Autism program. The cost is $3,175.

In personnel matters, the BOE ap-
proved $1,110 for fourth-grade
teacher Sue Brost to pursue an online
degree from the University of
Scranton. Ms. Brost was a 2006
Teacher of the Year in Mountainside.

Mr. O’Malley called the online edu-
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Westfield Budget to Rise
6 Percent to $36 Mil.
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Following the town
council’s regular public meeting Tues-
day night, the finance policy commit-
tee detailed this year’s proposed $36-
million municipal budget and $20.2
million tax levy. The budget represents
a $2 million (6.1 percent) jump from
last year’s budget of $33.96 million.

The proposed tax levy increase of
$1,162,814 over 2006 amounts to an
increase of approximately $119 a year
($9.91 a month) on the average as-
sessed home in Westfield, which, for
2007, is $181,500.

Town Administrator Jim Gildea said
the budget increase “does not correlate
with the tax-levy increase.” Last year’s
budget increase amounted to 4.9 per-
cent, with the municipal portion of the
tax bill alone rising 8.2 percent. This
year’s budget increase and tax levy are
both 6.1 percent because “we’ve got a
lot more revenue to offset our expenses.
We have a lot of opportunities now to
make it a much more equitable spread
between the budget and the tax levy.”

The committee met more than 10
times in the last two months, “review-
ing every line item,” said Mr. Gildea,
who gave the budget summary. He said
to produce savings, the committee “left
no stone unturned” and decided to re-
duce three full-time staff positions to
two part-time positions and eliminate
an additional part-time job.

Because of “effective collective-
bargaining agreement negotiations”
with the fire and police departments

and teamsters, the town “yielded sig-
nificant budget savings,” with com-
posite salaries and wages increasing
less than 2 percent, he said.

Salaries and wages, which amount
for 45 percent of the budget, will
increase more than $313,000 in 2007.

Mr. Gildea said much of the “major
savings” in the police department were
“due to the fact that there were a lot of
retirements last year, a lot of breakage
on retirees, including longevity.”

He said “effective contract negotia-
tions, along with plan-design changes”
with the three municipal unions re-
sulted in health-insurance increases of
4.9 percent, which are “well below
market trends (12 to 15 percent).”

The budget will increase appro-
priations for service items, including
the annual leaf-collection program,
tree-removal services and conserva-
tion-center removal costs.

For the first time since 2004, state
aid increased. Mr. Gildea noted that
the “modest” $84,000 increase is off-
set by the approximately $60,000 paid
back to the state due to the 7-percent
sales tax on parking revenue, yield-
ing a net increase of $24,686.

To prepare for future budgets, the
committee will continue a “compre-
hensive” examination of its current
capital-improvement program in or-
der to maintain a “clearly defined five-
year capital plan,” specifically as it
relates to managing the debt service.
Mr. Gildea said the debt service is
“manageable, but going up rather

Board Denies Couple’s Bid
To Install Rear Yard Shed
By MARYELLEN PALERMO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – At its meeting
Monday night, the Westfield Board
of Adjustment denied an application
from Eric and Amy Judka of 568 First
Street to install an eight-foot by 10-
foot shed in their rear yard, which
would increase their land coverage to
20.8 percent, a violation of the town’s
land-use ordinance. The ordinance
allows a maximum coverage of 20
percent for buildings and above-
ground structures.

Without the shed, the couple said
they would have no outdoor storage
space, since they were not allowed to
retain an existing garage on the lot.

Board member Mary Alice Ryan
said that if the board was to approve
the variance, it would be granting
building contractors the right to build
to the very maximum and not provide
adequate storage while assuring
homeowners that the board would
sympathize and honor the request.

“This wasn’t an innocent mistake,”
she said.

Board Chairman William
Heinbokel said the builders should
have resolved the issue and “now the
homeowner is paying the price.”

The board approved a proposal from

AHB Enterprises LLC of 462 West
Broad Street to construct a covered
stairway from the rear of the second
floor to grade as an additional means
of egress for the Westfield Infant Tod-
dler Day Care Center.

State law mandates that in order to
accommodate an additional 10 stu-
dents, for a total of 34 students, an
educational facility like the day-care
center must have an alternative exit in
the event of an emergency.

The board denied James and Chris-
tine Ryan of 160 Cottage Place per-
mission to install an in-ground pool
six feet from the water line to the rear
and side properties. The land-use or-
dinance requires a minimum setback
of 15 feet from the water line to the
property line.

Anthony Migliaro of 121 Virginia
Street sought permission to retain his
existing front-yard setback of 40-plus
feet. Upon reviewing the proposal,
the board questioned an additional
height violation and then “strongly”
advised Mr. Migliaro to return with
an attorney to the board’s next meet-
ing.

Anne Laird, owner of The Town
Book Store at 270 East Broad Street,
received approval to erect one addi-

Garwood Municipal Taxes
To Increase $275 Per Home

By KATHY MARQUES
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The borough coun-
cil on Tuesday night introduced a
$6,619,244 municipal budget that
calls for an average tax increase of
about $275 per average household.
The proposed $4,660,138 tax levy
represents a 27.5-point or $464,100
hike over last year  A tax point equals
$18,200 in spending in Garwood.
Total spending is up $516,020 over
last year’s introduced spending plan.

“The borough is once again faced
with increases in several areas,” said
finance committee member and coun-
cilwoman Kathleen Villaggio.

Cost increases faced by the bor-
ough include: pensions at $80,000;
Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority
(RVSA) at $78,000, which is under-
going a court-mandated $138-mil-
lion upgrade; utilities/fuel at $19,000;
insurance, $18,000; the borough li-
brary, $21,000; interest on notes,
$41,000, and reserve for uncollected
taxes at $16,000. The available sur-
plus decreased by $243,000 from
2006. These amounts total $516,000.

This year’s RVSA charges are
$748,847, or $411 per average as-
sessed household, and next year’s
increase will be approximately
$300,000, which will bring the total
to $576 per average assessed house-
hold, Ms. Villaggio said. The average
assessment in Garwood is $100,000.

The finance committee recom-
mended that the borough apply for
extraordinary aid from the state this
year, which, Ms. Villaggio said, would
push budget adoption back to July.

“We believe that we meet criteria

set forth by the New Jersey Division
of Local Government Services and
that we have used all available sur-
plus and have minimized the reserve
for uncollected taxes to offset tax
increases,” said Ms. Villaggio said.

In order to apply for extraordinary
aid, an application must be sent to
Trenton by Friday, March 23. The aid
would be awarded after the state
adopts its 2008 Fiscal Year budget,
which is due by June 30.

Resident Bruce Paterson questioned
the validity of a borough ordinance
that would prohibit awarding or au-
thorizing any redevelopment agree-
ment by any developer who makes or
has made political contributions.

Mr. Paterson said, “The ordinance
looks nice on bold print but is actually
useless. I see this not changing a single
thing. The Mews (developer) donated
$125,000 to higher-level political par-
ties – I’m not going to mention affili-
ations – and that money gets wheeled
around. It’s a major problem we have
in the State of New Jersey.

“This (ordinance) is toothless in my
opinion. I applaud you for at least
taking a baby step, but there is a lot
more work that should be done... If
you’re not going to go any further than
this, than all of this is just window
dressing. I just hope you’re not trying
to dupe the public into thinking that
this is the solution to everything.”

Mayor Dennis McCarthy and the
borough council had no comment.

The borough’s Easter Egg Hunt
will be held on Saturday, March 31, at
noon at the Little League Field. There
will be 1,500 plastic eggs available –
500 more than last year.
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