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Warriors Whip Lady Devils
In Group 4 Sectionals, 62-32

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Watchung Hills Regional High
School came out ready and focused,
knew their offensive threat and shut it
down with fantastic defensive work
to overpower Westfield, 62-32 in the
quarterfinals of the NJSIAA North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 4, girls’ bas-

ketball playoffs in Warren on March
1. The Warriors set a new school
record by winning two consecutive
state playoffs games.

Megan Kopecki and Tara Tielmann
set the offensive tempo with 20 points
and 15 points, respectively, to lead
the Warriors. Blue Devil junior for-
ward Erin Miller was held to nine

points, including one 3-bagger. She
also pulled down three rebounds, had
two assists and swiped a basketball.

Freshman Diana Venezia, who
stroked the nylon with eight points
and recently broke Stephanie
Slodyzcka’s season total of 179 re-

bounds set in the 2004-2005 season,
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DOING WHAT SHE DOES BEST...Blue Devil guard Gab O’Leary, No. 10, sticks very close to her Warrior opponent in
the North Jersey, Group 4, Section 2 game.

DOUGHER HELD TO 12; BAYARD, SOLOMON SINK 10

Patriots Oust Raiders, 49-46,
In Boys Basketball Sections

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior guard Greg Bayard and jun-
ior guard Bryan Dougher each were
off the mark on three-point attempts
in the final 13 seconds as the hosting
Colonia High School Patriots sal-
vaged a 49-46 victory over Scotch
Plains-Fanwood in the quarterfinals
of the North Jersey, Group 3, Section
2 boys basketball tournament on
March 1.

That seemed to be the story all
game as the 22-3 Patriots success-
fully hounded Dougher and Bayard,
limiting the shooters to 12 and 10
points, respectively, and with poor
shooting percentages. Dougher, es-
pecially, was given no elbowroom to
operate.

“They wore him out. Every time he
got the ball, they had somebody on
him the length of the court. A game
like that, that’s all it takes, especially
a great player like Bryan. If he hits
one, he’s on a roll, then he’s real
tough to stop,” said Raider Head
Coach Dan Doherty. “Greg had the
look at the end, couldn’t get it. They
really just went after Bryan and said,
‘someone else step up for you.””

Patriot forward Joe LaSala frus-
trated the 15-12 Raiders throughout
the game under the boards grabbing
11 rebounds, several off the offensive
boards which he converted to five
lay-ups to go with his three free
throws.

“I expected them to come down
with one shot. That’s all we wanted to

One-Stop Shopping
Alpha Insurance

AUTO INSURANCE

All Business and Personal Protection

Buy From Someone You Know
Pay A Competitive Price
I Service What 1 Sell
Buy Online or In Person

www.AlphaOfWestfield.com
605 South Avenue, Westfield 908-232-1955%

give them. They got too many points
that way. They played good defense,”
Doherty said. “They did good job on
the boards. I thought we should have
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

SPORTS

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BECOMING A MEMBER OF THE ELITE 8...Raider senior Pat Mineo, top, releases his arm bar after winning a 5-1
decision over Mark Hague of Kingsway in the 145-1b wrestlebacks. Mineo finished eighth.

SAL GANO UPSET IN PRE-QUARTERFINALS AT 125-LBS

Raider Pat Mineo Gets Eighth
At State Wrestling Tourney

By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David Brearley and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood were the only Union County
high schools to place wrestlers in the
top eight at the NJSIAA wrestling
tournament at Boardwalk Hall in At-
lantic City on March 2, 3 and 4. The
three-day event drew a record crowd
of 43,049, topping last year’s total of
42,528. The championship round
drew 11,470, slightly less than last
year’s championshiproundof 11,774.

Last year, Union County had two
champions — Darrion Caldwell
(Rahway) and Pat Hogan (Cranford)
— and the remainder of Region 3
claimed three champions — Alex
Caruso (Watchung Hills), Mike Grey
(Delbarton) and Frank Perrelli
(Delbarton). This year, Trevor Melde

FANWOOD
RECREATION

SPONSORS THE FOLLOWING
SUMMER SPORTS CAMPS

Fanwood Soccer Camp

Weeks July 9 -July 13 August 6- August 10
For more information please email
fanwoodsoccercamp@yahoo.com or

go to the website at www.fanwoodsoccercamp.com

Fanwood Baseball Camp
July 2- July 6 July 23 -July 27
For more information please email tbaylock@spfk12.org

Raider Basketball Camp

Weeks are June 25 to June 29 and July 16 to July 20
For information please email kewing@spfk12.org

Camps are run by Scotch Plains Fanwood High
School District Adult Teachers and Coaches

(135-1bs) was the only Region 3 state
champion.

Raider senior Pat Mineo, who
placed eighth at 145-1bs, was shocked,
8-2, in his pre-quarterfinal bout with
junior Sean Byrnes of Jackson Me-
morial. Mineo scored a first-period
takedown but Byrnes escaped and
added a takedown to take a 3-2 lead.
Byrnes added another escape and
sealed the victory with a takedown to
anearfall after Mineo missed a lateral
throw attempt.

Mineo wrestled much more aggres-

sively in his next two bouts. Against
RobRoesing of Secaucus-Weehawken,
he scored four takedowns, an escape
and a nearfall to roll to a 12-3, majority
decision. In his bout that would place
him in the “elite 8,” Mineo scored a
second-period nearfall and a third-pe-
riod takedown to defeat Mark Hague of
Kingsway, 5-1.

“Thatfirstmatch I gotalittle sloppy.
I got the first takedown. The kid from
Jackson was really tough. He was a
little funky. I'm not good with funky

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

Majors: (5th & 6™ grades)

Westfield Baseball League

Spring tryouts 2007
Major & Pony Leagues Only

Date Time Names
3/3 9-11 A-L
3/3 12-2 M-Z
3/4 9-11 A-L
3/4 12-2 M-Z
3/10 9-11 A-L
3/10 12-2 M-Z
3/11 9-11 A-L
3/11 12-2 M-Z

Players (5" & 6" graders)who were on a Majors team last year do not
need to tryout again, you will automatically be placed on a team

Event Location

Fielding Sid Fey field
Fielding Sid Fey field
Hitting The Ballpark
Hitting The Ballpark
Fielding Sid Fey field
Fielding Sid Fey field
Hitting The Ballpark
Hitting The Ballpark

Ponys: (7th thru 10" grades)

Date Time Names
3/3 9-10:30 A-L
3/3 10:30-12:00 M-Z
3/4 9-10:30 A-L
3/4 10:30-12:00 M-Z
3/10 9-10 A-L
3/10 10-11 M-Z
3/11 9-10 A-L
3/11 10-11 M-Z

Players who were on a Pony league team last year and all 10" graders
do not need to tryout again, you will automatically be placed on a team

Event Location

Fielding Houlihan field
Fielding Houlihan field
Hitting The Ballpark
Hitting The Ballpark
Fielding Houlihan field
Fielding Houlihan field
Hitting The Ballpark
Hitting The Ballpark

team

If you do not wish to try out for a Major or Pony team you will
be automatically placed on either an International or Mustang

The Ballpark is located at 1 Silver Ct, Springfield, NJ

973-376-9295

Colonial.

“You Gotta Have Faith”

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, March 11th 1-4PM

Top of the Mountain

New England charm abounds in this 4 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Center Hall
Located on Mountainside’s favorite street on almost a %2
acre of fenced property, this home is a gem. Some of this home’s
features include wood floors, crown molding, an updated Kitchen and
2 fireplaces. The finished basement includes a Rec. Room, Office,
Media Room and Storage Area. Don’t miss your chance to own this
exceptional home! Offered at $1,100,000

8 Hampton Street, Cranford

T

Town & Country

River View Victorian with plenty of character. This home is complete
with 5 Bedrooms, 3.5 updated Baths, wood floors, French doors, & an
updated Eat-In-Kitchen. Get lost in your very own Great Outdoors.
Situated on almost % acre lot that fronts to the River with its own dock for
kayaking or canoeing, this property creates a wonderful retreat from a
busy schedule. This location offers the best of both worlds, and is a mere
Y mile to downtown Cranford & NYC Train. Offered at $950,000

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, March 11th 1-4PM
345 Victor Street, Scotch Plains

Not your Ordinary Cape Cod!
Located in a quiet neighborhood this 3 Bedroom, 1.5 Bath Cape Cod is in
a league of its own! Its design provides generous space for everyday
living. Enjoy a meal in the up to date Eat-In Kitchen (21x9) with adjacent
den. The Formal Dining Room offers additional space to entertain. The
Full Bath is updated, complete with Jacuzzi tub. Large walk-in attic offers
potential for expansion. Stand up loft over the garage lends itself to many

possibilities. Offered at $439,900

Faith A. Maricic

Sales Associate

Direct Dial: 908-301-2029
www.NJTopHomes.com
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