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Peyton's )
Peek at the Week
In Politics
By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times Y,

Local GOP Officials
Back Giuliani for President
A number of Union County Re-
publicans have put their support be-
hind Presidential contender Rudy
Giuliani. Last week, Assemblyman
Jon Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield)
hosted a fundraiser for Mr. Giuliani’s
Presidential Exploratory Committee
at his home in Westfield. State Sena-
tor Tom Kean, Jr. (LD-21, Westfield),
Assemblyman Eric Munoz (LD-21,
Summit), Union County Republican
Chairman Phil Morin, Westfield
Mayor Andy Skibitsky, Scotch Plains
Mayor Martin Marks, Mountainside
Councilman Glenn Mortimer and
members of the Westfield and Scotch
Plains town councils attended the af-
fair. The guest speaker was Ken
Kurson of the Giuliani committee
and co-author Mr. Giuliani’s book,
“Leadership.” Mr. Bramnick will host
a $1,000-per-person fundraiser for
Mr. Giuliani on Tuesday, March 20.
Mahr Holds Fundraiser
For Re-election Bid
Fanwood Colleen Mahr, a Demo-
crat, held a $200-per-person
fundraiser Monday night at Lana’s
restaurant at the Hyatt Hills Golf
Complex in Clark. She announced
that she would seek another four-year
mayoral term to complete her initia-
tives. Running for re-election with
her are Councilwoman Kathleen
Mitchell and Councilman Joe
Higgins. Former Governor Brendan
Byrne headlined the event. Also in
attendance were New Jersey Demo-
cratic Chairman and State Assembly-
man Joe Cryan (LD-20, Union), As-
semblywoman Linda Stender (LD-
21, Fanwood) and New Jersey Turn-
pike Authority Executive Director
Michael LaPolla of Westfield.
Lobbyist Seeks Release
From Pretrial Program
Lobbyist Karen Golding, charged
with stalking state Democratic Chair-
man and Assemblyman Joe Cryan,
has requested early release from the
Union County Pretrial Intervention
Program, according to a Tuesday Star-
Ledger story. Ms. Golding, who
served 10 months in the program, has

Golding from going within 100 feet
of Mr. Cryan or the two women.
New York to Move
Presidential Primary to Feb. 5
New York will join New Jersey and
a number of states including Florida,
California, and Ohio in moving their
Presidential primaries to Tuesday,
February 5, next year, according to a
WNBC-TV News report. Political
analysts have said as many as 20
states may have primaries on Febru-
ary 5, a date that follows the Iowa
caucuses and New Hampshire and
South Carolina primaries.
Asm Doherty: Legislative
Services Head Has Conflict
Gannett Newspapers reported last
week that New Jersey Office of Leg-
islative Services (OLS) Executive Di-
rector Albert Porroni holds three jobs
in the Legislature: chief of the OLS,
counsel for the Legislature and secre-
tary to the ethics commission. As-
semblyman Michael Doherty said he
believes this is a conflict of interest in
that in his ethics commission job Mr.
Porroni sees all complaints against
lawmakers. In his role as legislative
counsel, he makes recommendations
on how to respond to those com-
plaints. On his blog, Gannett Trenton
Bureau Chief Bob Ingle said Mr.
Porroni should decide which job he
wants and let legislative leaders find
others to fill the other two posts.
Judge Menza Dies
While Vacationing
Politicsnj.com has reported that
retired State Superior Court Judge
Alexander Menza, 73, died Monday
while vacationing in Rome. He is the
uncle of former Westfield Mayor Tom
Jardim, whom he swore into office in
1997. Mr. Menza is also a former
assemblyman, state senator and Hill-
side mayor. He ran an unsuccessful
bid for the United States Senate the
1978 Democratic Primary. He was
serving as a trustee at the University
of Medicine and Dentistry of New
Jersey at the time of his death.

Paul J. Peyton for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ROOTING FOR RUDY...Ken Kurson of the Rudy Giulianni for President

Exploratory Campaign attended a February 27 fundraiser for Mr. Giulianni at
the home of Assemblyman Jon Bramnick in Westfield. Pictured, from left to right,
are: State Senator Tom Kean, Jr., Mr. Bramnick, Mr. Kurson, Mountainside
Councilman Glenn Mortimer and former State Senator Richard Bagger.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education Campaign Release

Background is ‘Well-Rounded’ for BOE

by: Jane Costello, Candidate for Scotch Plains BOE Seat

My name is Jane Costello and I am
running for a seat on the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Edu-

serving as a chairperson for many arts-
related activities.
In recent years, there

cation this April. I am a
former educator, and
worked as a special edu-
cation teacher for 12
years. Working with stu-
dents with autism, I
taught for 10 years in
New York City and two
years in New Jersey. Ad-
ditionally, T hold a
Master’s Degree in Early

have been many issues
that brought me to BOE
meetings. | saw that as a
citizen I could only make
a limited contribution.
Witnessing the high level
of work and commitment
that occurred during those
meetings sparked my de-
sire to participate in the
process more actively by

Childhood Education, so
I am well rounded in the
field and have a particular interest in
curriculum. I believe that my years as
an educator will serve me well as a
board member in many areas, from
curriculum development to contract ne-
gotiations.

My family and I have lived in Scotch
Plains for seven and a half years. Cur-
rently, I have a first and third grader at
McGinn Elementary School and a fifth
grader at Terrill Middle School, and T
am completing my second year as the
PTA vice president at McGinn. Shortly
before moving to Scotch Plains, I left
the field of education to stay home with
my children. This time has allowed me
to become involved in the schools my
children attend, and I have been an
active participant in the PTA for years,

CRANFORD — “Native Plants for
Your Spring Garden” will be the topic

Cranford Hosts Native Spring Plants Talk

and Middlesex counties. Other talks,
nature walks and river clean-ups are

Jane Costello

becoming a member my-
self. As a parent, taxpayer
and educator I will make a unique con-
tribution and I look forward to the depth
and scope of this challenge.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education Campaign Release

Uniquely Qualified to Sit on BOE

by: David Gorbunoff, Candidate for Scotch Plains BOE Seat
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I have been a resident of Scotch
Plains for 15 years. My wife, Lyse,
and I are the parents of three children.
Two are students at Terrill Middle
School and one is in Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School. I hold a
bachelor’s degree in accounting and a
master’s degree in or-
ganizational manage-
ment.

My professional ex-
perience includes five
years as an auditor in
the property and casu-
alty insurance industry |
and 13 years as a con- |
tractor in the construc-
tion trades. I am cur-
rently the director of
operations for the ad-
ministrator of the
Schools and Libraries
E Rate program. This
program gives $2.25 billion annually
to schools and libraries across the
country for telecommunications ser-
vices and Internet access.

My experience in these three areas
— insurance, construction/facilities
and technology in our schools — I
feel, makes me uniquely qualified to
sit on the board of education in our
community.

As a candidate for a seat on the
BOE in Scotch Plains-Fanwood, 1
feel that I am obligated to let you all
know what I feel are the issues facing
our community. First and foremost is
the need to keep taxes under control.
Hand in hand with the need to keep
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taxes in check is the responsibility to
provide our children with a thorough
and efficient education.

What does thorough and efficient
mean? Thorough means complete. It
means that our children have the re-
sources they need in the classroom to
give them the best edu-
cation possible. Teach-
ers, textbooks, supplies
and facilities all have
to be first rate in order
for our children to be
able to compete after
graduation and to en-
sure that they remain
lifelong learners.

Efficiencyisawatch-
word that we should all
take to heart. In my cur-
rent profession I am re-
sponsible for directing
a large diverse organi-
zation to meet aggressive targets to
provide outstanding customer service.
Put into the context of the BOE, the
customer in this case are several, the
taxpayers, the staff of the district and
last but certainly most important are
our students. Meeting targets means
that our children are prepared for the
future. This includes not only class-
room learning but also those activi-
ties that take place outside of the
classroom. Our athletic programs,
clubs and volunteer organizations
within our district need to be first rate
as well.

Ilook forward to serving the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood community.
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Discounts
Available On:
(EXCLUDING SALE ITEMS)

For the address of the store nearest to you please call... 1-800-SHOPRITE
Prices established by ShopRite Wines & Spirits of Lincoln Park, 60 Beaverbrook Rd., Lincoln Park, N.J., (973) 694-4420
ShopRite WINES & SPIRITS STORES ARE INDIVIDUALLY OWNED AND OPERATED AND NOT A CHAIN. PRICES AND

ALL STORES OPEN SUN.
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