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Marks, Glover Clash
cil to understand.

When the mayor told him that “our
trust level (with you) isn’t quite there
yet,” Mr. Glover responded by saying
he felt the same way about the mayor.
The mayor repeated his statement
about Mr. Glover “alienating” the
township staff and volunteers. “That is
not the way to be a council member.”

Mr. Glover retorted by saying he
knew of certain township employees
whom the mayor had alienated.

Mayor Marks said the “appropriate
place to have those conversations (about
the golf facilities) is right here” with
members of the council. “If you want to
be confrontational, do it here, not
through the papers.” He said Mr.
Glover’s letters “don’t lend to (a sense
of) teamwork; they don’t help the team.”

When the mayor again urged him
to discuss matters with the council
“face-to-face” instead of through the
newspapers, Mr. Glover recalled the
mayor’s characterization last year of
state legislators as “gutless” when it
came to property-tax reform and told
the mayor, “I am not gutless.”

Mr. Glover said he had “no agenda
here,” except a desire to see the operat-
ing numbers at the two golf facilities.

At one point during the argument,
when Dick Samuel, the Democratic
campaign manager last fall, tried to
speak, Mrs. Malool told him the pub-
lic was not permitted to speak at bud-
get meetings. The mayor then handed
sheets of blank paper to Mr. Samuel
and told him that if he had something
to say, “write another letter to the
newspaper and (Mr. Glover) can sign
it.”

While budget meetings in recent
years have been events largely unat-
tended by the public, Mr. Samuel has
attended each of the council’s budget
meetings this year and has written
letters to local newspapers in support
of Mr. Glover’s actions on the council.

Former Democratic council candi-
date Barbara Baldasarre and former
council candidate Phil Wiener, who
served as treasurer for the Demo-
cratic campaign in 2006, have also
attended budget meetings.

POLICE BLOTTER

Wayne Baker for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SAND BOTTLES...Costumed children make sand art at Sunday’s Purim Carni-
val at the Jewish Community Center in Scotch Plains. In addition to crafts, the
carnival included arcade-style games, face painting and inflatable rides. Purim,
one of Judaism’s most festive holidays, centers around the reading of the biblical
book of Esther.
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Fanwood
Monday, February 26, a business lo-

cated in the 300 block of North Avenue
reported that it was issued bad checks
from a Westfield resident.

Tuesday, February 27, a gas station in
the 100 block of South Avenue and an-
other located in the 300 block of South
Avenue both reported that a customer
paid for gas with a counterfeit $20 and a
counterfeit $50 bill.

Friday, March 2, in the early morning
hours, residents on Laurel Place, Byron
Lane and South Avenue reported that
their basements were flooded due to the
heavy volume of rain.

Saturday, March 3, James H. Gordon,
38, of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with DWI following a motor vehicle stop
on South Avenue. According to police, a
subsequent investigation revealed out-
standing warrants out of Irvington and
Maplewood, as well as a not-bail warrant
issued by the Union County Sheriff’s
Department. He was processed and re-
leased to the Union County Sheriff’s
Department.

Monday, March 5, an abandoned sto-
len vehicle was recovered in the 50 block
of Cray Terrace. The vehicle was stripped
before being abandoned, police said.

Lieutenant Richard Trigo warned resi-
dents of a recent trend in car thefts in
which suspects strip the vehicle in one
location and then tow it using either rope
or chain to a dumping location. Anyone
who witnesses an incident of a car being
towed by anything other than a tow truck
is asked to contact police immediately.

Scotch Plains
Wednesday, February 28, Tyler Smith,

21, of Plainfield was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop for an outstanding
Scotch Plains warrant.

Saturday, March 3, a resident of Forest
Road reported that someone scratched
the side door of his vehicle while it was
parked in the driveway.

Sunday, March 4, a Piscataway resi-
dent visiting a resident on O’Donnell
Avenue reported that someone removed
several gift cards from her bag. The cards
were valued at $450, police said.

Sunday, March 4, a resident of
Westfield Avenue reported that someone
broke the side window of his vehicle with
a rock.

Sunday, March 4, a Country Club Lane
resident reported that someone removed
several CDs from her unlocked vehicle.
The value of the CDs was $40, police said.

Sunday, March 4, Christian Cook, 39,
of Watchung was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop for an outstanding
warrant out of Somerset County. He was
processed and turned over to the Somerset
County Police.

Westfield
Friday, February 23, Jeffrey N. Littman,

18, of Westfield was arrested on the 700
block of Central Avenue, for alleged un-
lawful possession of alcohol by an under-
age person. He later was released with a
summons.

Saturday, February 24, James A.
Caldora, 62, of Westfield posted $120 at
Westfield police headquarters on a traffic
warrant issued by the Union Municipal

Court.
Monday, February 26, Sharly Azard,

22, of Scotch Plains was arrested during
a motor vehicle stop on the 600 block of
West South Avenue on an outstanding
Westfield traffic warrant for $150. Azard
was released after posting bail.

Wednesday, February 28, Brianna
Nieves, 20, of North Plainfield was ar-
rested during a motor vehicle stop at
Raritan Road and Lake Avenue in Scotch
Plains and charged with hindering appre-
hension. Nieves allegedly twice gave
police a false name and date of birth. She
was released with a summons.

Thursday, March 1, Jorge Mena-Pilco,
22, of Plainfield was arrested for con-
tempt of court on a traffic warrant for
$283 issued by the Perth Amboy Munici-
pal Court. The arrest occurred during a
motor vehicle stop in the 200 block of
South Avenue, East. Mena-Pilco was re-
leased after posting bail.

Thursday, March 1, an incident of credit
card fraud was reported in the 200 block
of East Broad Street. The victim reported
that improper charges were made to her
ATM card in the amount of $2,829.93.

Friday, March 2, Francesa Albano, 19,
of Scotch Plains was arrested on an out-
standing Scotch Plains traffic warrant
following a motor vehicle stop at East
Broad Street and West North Avenue.
Albano was released after posting $145
bail.

Friday, March 2, a resident of the 200
block of Walnut Street reported the gas
hatch and cap on her motor vehicle were
damaged through an act of criminal mis-
chief while the vehicle was parked out-
side of her home.

Friday, March 2, a Mountain Avenue
resident reported that a storm window on
his home was damaged through criminal
mischief and that a porcelain and gold
metal address plate was taken from the
front of his house.

Friday, March 2, a Kimball Avenue
resident reported the theft of the driver’s
side mirror from his motor vehicle while
the vehicle was parked in the roadway in
front of his house.

Saturday, March 3, Constance Licato,
68, of Maplewood was arrested on an
outstanding traffic warrant issued by the
Union Township Municipal Court with a
bail amount of $400 following a motor
vehicle stop at West North Avenue and
Clark Street. Licato was transported and
turned over to the Union Police Depart-
ment.

Saturday, March 3, a Kimball Avenue
resident reported that someone struck her
motor vehicle with an egg near the inter-
section of North Chestnut Street and
Mountain Avenue.

Saturday, March 3, following a motor-
vehicle accident investigation on the 700
block of Rahway Avenue, Walter T. Allen,
45, of Westfield was arrested for alleg-
edly driving while intoxicated (DWI). No
injuries were reported. Allen was released
to a responsible individual.

Sunday, March 4, Rodney Watson, 51,
of Westfield was arrested for alleged DWI
following a motor vehicle stop at Central
Avenue and Grove Street. He was re-
leased to a responsible individual.

David B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ANCHORMAN...MSG Network host and Mountainside resident John Giannone,
center, speaks with Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times reporter Linda Condrillo, left,
and Arts & Entertainment editor Mike Pollack about covering the New York
Rangers and getting involved in Mountainside sports. Watch Mr. Giannone’s
interview at the Times office last Friday at goleader.com/video.

said the state Department of Commu-
nity Affairs (DCA), which regulates
municipal budgets, does not permit
municipalities to anticipate a level
such as the $100,000 figure because,
for one, the facility is a new operation
and has no track record upon which to
base such a projection.

The mayor said Mr. Glover — by
writing the March 1 letter, which the
mayor said contained “misrepresen-
tations, mischaracterizations and lies”
— had “alienated your fellow council
members, the management of the
township and the volunteers” on the
township recreation commission.

Mrs. Malool told Mr. Glover his
letter to the newspapers last week had
“misrepresented the revenue figures.”

Mr. Marks accused Mr. Glover of
not understanding DCA regulations,
saying that a municipal-budget pro-
cess is “complicated” and takes time
for newcomers to the township coun-

cials could go to Fanwood and say,
“Help us,” he said.

Mayor Martin Marks agreed that
“an approach (to Fanwood) ought to
be made. “But,” he said, “what if the
answer is no?” He asked the council
to consider what other options the
township may have. Mr. Glover raised
the idea of perhaps charging some
type of user fee, but the mayor said it
would be best not to discuss possible
options publicly.

During his remarks, which were
augmented by a Powerpoint presen-
tation and a cartful of boxes contain-
ing binders with the past four years’
financial records from Scotch Hills
Country Club, Mr. Poerio outlined
some of the ways he has streamlined
operations in the six years since he
became recreation director.

He pointed to the increased use of
online registration and the various
shared-services agreements for equip-
ment as examples of what he has
done in the department. He also re-
quested new computer software that
would allow records to be stored elec-
tronically rather than on paper. Mr.
Poerio said decades of records are
stored currently in boxes that are tak-
ing up increasingly limited space. In
addition, he said there has been an
increased number of requests for
documents under the Open Public
Records Act (OPRA), and he said
electronic storage of documents
would make responding to those re-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP Recreation Department
quests easier.

While the formal recreation budget
proposal states anticipated revenue
from the new mini-golf facility to be
about $58,000 this year, Mr. Poerio
said he hopes to better that figure by
about 50 percent. He also said he
wants to build a pavilion at the site,
similar to one at Jerseyland Park, to
be used for birthday parties and other
events. He said there were 14,191
rounds played at the country club last
year, in line with the levels of the past
few years.

Of the country club’s 942 mem-
bers, 528 — about 56 percent — are
non-residents. Mr. Glover asked if
non-residents pay higher fees. Mr.
Poerio said non-residents pay higher
membership fees, although the rates
for a round of golf are the same for all
members.

A number of charitable and other
organizations hold events at the coun-
try club, and there was brief discus-
sion on how much those groups were
charged for using the facility. Ed
Zazzali, chairman of the recreation
commission, said Scotch Hills should
be seen as a service to the community
instead of “running it strictly as a
business.”

The council expects to begin dis-
cussions about the revenue side of the
proposed $23.3-million municipal-
spending plan in the next few weeks.
The 2007 budget will likely be intro-
duced in early April.

SP Council to Consider Fee
For Large OPRA Requests

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The township
council said it would further discuss
a proposed ordinance to charge fees
to individuals or media organizations
filing document requests under the
Open Public Records Act (OPRA) if
complying with those requests in-
volves “an excessive amount of time”
for township employees.

Township Attorney Brian Levine
told the council at its conference
meeting on Tuesday that the state’s
OPRA statute, enacted in 2002, al-
lows municipalities to require pay-
ment of what the statute calls “a spe-
cial-service charge” for locating, as-
sembling and photocopying a large
amount of documents.

Noting the increasing number of
OPRA requests being received, Mr.
Levine said some requests take town-
ship employees so much time to gather
the required documents that it takes
them away from their regular jobs.

He recommended that the town-
ship utilize the special-service charge
for any OPRA request taking more
than 20 minutes to fill, with the re-
questing party being charged $100
per hour for the time expended by
township employees.

Council members discussed some
of the details of how such an ordi-
nance would be implemented, includ-
ing how the time necessary to fill a
request would be estimated so the
requesting party would know how
much the charge would be and could
decide whether the proposed $100-
per-hour fee would be too excessive.

Mayor Martin Marks asked Mr.
Levine to contact other area munici-
palities that have enacted a similar
ordinance to see how it has worked
and to report to the council so that it
could hold further discussions.

In other business, the council agreed
to secure the services of City Con-
nections LLC to develop and manage
the township’s website. In January,
company president Morris Enyeart
spoke to the council about his firm,
which has developed and manages
several dozen municipal websites in
New Jersey, and its services.

The township’s technology advi-
sory committee met recently to dis-
cuss the proposal and, according to
Councilman Kevin Glover, agreed
that the township should secure the
services of City Connections.

Township Manager Thomas Atkins
said a formal contract, which calls for
City Connections to be paid $7,000
for the first year, cannot be signed
until the township’s 2007 municipal
budget is introduced, either later this
month or early in April.

Officials anticipate that the
township’s revamped website could
be operational within six months.

At next Tuesday’s regular meeting,
eight members of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School DECA pro-
gram will sit in for the mayor and
council, as well as the township man-
ager, township attorney and township
clerk and, as they do every year, act as
the governing body by running the
meeting, casting votes, making an-
nouncements and discussing pend-
ing matters.

mandated pension, sewerage and
other expenses, but said, “Until the
state comes up with a better system, I
guess we’re stuck with it.”

Borough officials plan to amend the
introduced budget once a decision on
state aid is made in late June or early
July. The mayor and council plan to
hold a final public hearing on July 10.

Following the special budget meet-
ing, the governing body held its
monthly agenda meeting.

Planning board chairman Greg
Cummings and consultant Paul Ricci
conducted a presentation on a pro-
posed “oversized-home” ordinance.
Mr. Cummings said the borough re-
searched the measure for the past
year, and the planning board has ap-
proved it.

He said the borough would like to
take “a three-step approach” when
permitting renovations or new home
construction. “It’s all about propor-
tionality,” he said. “You have to look
at the broader picture.”

Mr. Cummings said the proposed
ordinance would reduce the construc-
tion height limit by about three feet,

limit lot coverage and increase side-
yard setbacks for smaller or narrower
properties to make sure they conform
to neighboring properties.

“Other than taxes, this is one of the
most burning issues in Fanwood,”
Ms. Mitchell said.

Mr. Higgins said the measure
“makes tremendous sense.”

Borough engineer Joe Pryor said
the borough is working with the
county’s public works department to
“relieve gridlock” at Martine and
South Avenues.

He said officials hope to “adjust the
timing” of the red lights to allow
more time for the busy intersection to
clear before changing to green. He
said the county would provide traffic
and other analysis.

Also, Tuesday night, Ms. Dolce led
a discussion about parking restric-
tions proposed by Scotch Plains in
the vicinity of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School. She said the issue would
be on the agenda at the municipal
shared-services committee’s March
16 meeting.

Ms. Dolce said Scotch Plains offi-
cials made “no attempt to bring all
parties to the table” in considering the
measure, saying, “Fanwood did not
know what Scotch Plains was doing.”

She suggested forming a task group,
including residents, to consider the
issue “in a holistic way.”

The Scotch Plains measure calls
for permit parking from 9 a.m. until 2
p.m. on multiple streets near the high
school.

“Whatever comes out of [the March
16 shared-services committee] meet-
ing will be a sign of where we’re
going on this,” Mayor Mahr said.

In other business, borough offi-
cials said the contractor on the
LaGrande Park project (Dumor Con-
tracting), despite recent weather-re-
lated delays, is working to complete
the job.

“Frustrated” borough officials pre-
viously suggested possible legal ac-
tion against the contractor and its
bonding company in order to get the
delayed project done, but Mr. Pryor
predicted that would not be required.

Mr. Pryor said the contractor plans
to add another layer of infield dirt,
level the outfield and install foul poles
in time for the start of the spring
sports season.

However, he said, there are “some
concerns about the visual impact of
the irrigation pump” for the park’s
new ballfield. He said because local
residents have voiced “some objec-
tions,” officials are looking at “fea-
sible alternatives.”

Mayor Mahr said she expects
county-grant-funded benches, bases
and bleachers to be ordered and in-
stalled at the park by opening day.
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Fanwood Council

eliminating ROTC completely, slowly
phasing out German, beginning with
no German offered next year to fifth
and sixth graders, eliminating one
music position, which would mean
fewer music classes district-wide,
redefining the substance-abuse coun-
selor position as half-time, cutting
one teacher/supervisor position and
dropping two clerical positions. These
staff positions are all current posi-
tions.

In addition to trimming current
staff, Mr. DelSordi recommended that
instead of adding nine new staff mem-
bers, the board forgo three new posi-
tions and add six academic staff mem-
bers. The three lost positions would
include two high-school teachers and
one middle-school teacher.

At the beginning of his presenta-
tion, Mr. DelSordi cited four issues
that impact the need to trim the school
district budget. He said the new sur-
plus restriction based on S-1701 leg-
islation passed last year caused the
school to return $800,000 to the prop-
erty-tax roles. School districts used
to be allowed a 3-percent surplus, he
said. The changes dropped the sur-
plus to 2-percent.

Next, he cited this year’s A-1 legis-
lation changes from Trenton. The leg-
islation changed the enrollment-ad-
justment formula, which Mr. DelSordi
said resulted in the district receiving
about $1.3 million less from the state.
The district also lost “the ability to
save for a rainy day,” he said, because
A-1 legislation eliminated school dis-
tricts’ banked cap.

Labor settlements are the third fac-
tor impacting the budget, he said.
Contracts mandating increases in sala-
ries and fringe benefits propel operat-
ing expenses beyond revenue under
the 4-percent cap, according to Mr.
DelSordi.

He pointed to property-tax relief,
noting that the new 4-percent prop-
erty-tax cap faced by municipalities
means schools receive less money.

“Everyone I talk to seems to be
struggling to cut $500,000 to
$800,000,” he said, referring to ad-
ministrators in other school districts.

Mr. DelSordi, in addition to being the
district’s business administrator, is
also the current president of the New
Jersey Association of School Busi-
ness Officials.

The final recommendation for the
tentative budget totals $72 million.
The original recommended 2007-
2008 school budget was based on a
tax levy of $66.1 million. The new
recommended budget’s tax levy is
$65.45 million. The final tentative
budget has reductions of approxi-
mately $400,000 down from its first
draft, said Mr. DelSordi, who also
told board members that reductions
mean the district can only repair the
roof at Coles Elementary School in
2007-2008.

The roof at Evergreen Elementary
School must wait, he said. The ad-
ministration has asked principals and
supervisors to find ways to reduce
travel, supplies and materials by
$100,000.

Board member Craig Nowlin asked
whether the $2-million fields bond
referendum could be rewritten to in-
clude capital-outlay expenses, such
as repairs to the high-school parking
lot and roof repair. Mrs. Woerner had
similar questions about using bond
referendums for such projects.

Mr. DelSordi said repeatedly that
he did not recommend using bonds
for “relatively small” capital-outlay
projects. He said municipal bonds are
intended for “20-year projects” or for
projects that will not need to be re-
peated in less than 20 years time. “I
do not include the parking lot or the
Coles roof in a bond. I do not believe
the amount of the projects in capital
outlay rise to the level of bonding.”

Board members agreed that down
the road, the board should investigate
encouraging district staff to switch
from a traditional healthcare plan to
using a PPO (preferred provider or-
ganization). Board member Donald
Parisi said the higher cost of the tra-
ditional healthcare plan is “the big-
gest single waste of money” he sees
in the budget.

In the future, the board may also
investigate a “pay-to-play” policy for
competitive sports in which athletes
would pay fees for participating in
the program, officials said.

With Board President Thomas
Russo and other board members, Mrs.
Nelson commended Mr. DelSordi and
administrative staff for efforts to find
the best ways to tighten the district’s
belt. However, considering the
changes from Trenton and the future
of funding school programs, she said,
“We will never be able to add any-
thing to our budget. We will always
be cutting.”

The board will vote on the tentative
budget this Thursday night at 7:30
p.m. at its regular agenda meeting.
Given the recommended eliminations,
board members said they anticipate a
larger public presence than it wit-
nessed Tuesday night. About five
members of the public attended the
budget workshop.

ronment,” which consists of resi-
dences on the other side of North
Avenue and a Knights of Columbus
building adjacent to the restaurant
property.

Board member Tim Livolsi asked
whether, “from an architectural stand-
point, does it belong in a residential
zone?” Mr. Livolsi characterized the
exterior design as “contemporary,”
while Mr. Lauro said he preferred
“classical,” saying he didn’t feel it
would be “detrimental to the area.”

Mr. Fawcett said the proposed
building had a “strip-mall appear-
ance,” adding that “we’re a little
underwhelmed” by what he termed a
“generic” plan. The proposed design,
he said, shows “no indication or nod
to what was there before.” Board
member Chris Abeel called the de-
sign “a far departure” from the previ-
ous building, which had “much more
of a neighborhood feel.”

Ray Chmiel, vice president for con-
struction with Charlie Brown’s, said
the company had spent the past two
years coming up with new designs for
its restaurants and that the Scotch
Plains site would be the first to en-
compass the new exterior look (pho-
tographs are online at
charliebrowns.com).

“We’re proud of this and proud to
bring this to Scotch Plains first,” he
said. Mr. Chmiel said his goal is to re-
open for Labor Day.

After board members expressed
reservations, they agreed to allow the
company to do some preliminary en-
gineering and foundation work at the
site, but asked for new designs for the
building’s exterior. Mr. Lauro agreed,
and asked if he could consult with
board members about possible revi-
sions prior to their submittal at the
board’s Thursday, April 5, meeting.
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The candidate holds a bachelor’s
degree from Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity and a doctoral degree in neuro-
science from the State University of
New York. He has been a faculty
member at the Downstate Medical
School in Brooklyn for 25 years,
where he teaches neuroscience to first-
year medical students.

He moved to Scotch Plains from
Brooklyn in 1992. He and his wife, a
dance teacher, have a daughter who is
in 10th grade at SPFHS.

Fanwood resident Ron O’Connor,
an incumbent who is not opposed for
re-election, said he was running “to
help represent the interests of
Fanwood residents, taxpayers and our
students. I have seen firsthand through
my children the benefits of having a
great school system.”

“There are many challenges that
will be faced in the coming three
years. I would like to be part of help-
ing the Scotch Plains-Fanwood school
system define its tradition of educa-
tion excellence,” he said.
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