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DWC Approves Sign Grant
For Just Bead Yourself
By WAYNE BAKER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Downtown
Westfield Corporation approved a
sign grant for Just Bead Yourself at its
meeting Monday night. The pathway
for the sign was cleared when Judith
Thornton, town planner, and Kathleen
Neville, the zoning official, rendered
a decision that a variance moves with
the property, not with the resident.

This decision meant that Just Bead
Yourself could replace the Gecko Kids
sign with a similar sign without the
need for a new variance. The decision
also eliminated both the delays and
costs associated with the variance
process, officials said.

The replacement is a carved wooden
sign on a bracket mounting and is
located on the Central Avenue side of
the Rialto Building. Sherry Cronin,
DWC executive director, said the sign
is one of two in town in a style that the
DWC plans to lobby the town to per-
mit the next time signage regulations
are rewritten.

Mrs. Cronin said the façade work
at Bovella’s Pastry Shoppe on East
Broad Street was continuing to
progress and that the installation of
new windows on the Prospect Street

side was a milestone. The DWC
helped fund the façade work, partly
in order to help bring the building
back to its former appearance.

This evening is the grand opening
of Cosi restaurant in the site formerly
occupied by Wild Noodles and China
Light at 102-108 East Broad Street. A
ribbon-cutting ceremony will be held
at 6 p.m.

The board updated members on
plans for future promotional activi-
ties. Mrs. Cronin said the Sweet
Sounds Downtown jazz concerts
would be held on nine Tuesdays in
July and August and would require a
booking of 40 bands total. She said
movie nights would be moved for-
ward to September from October in
the hope that warmer evenings would
improve viewer comfort.

Mrs. Cronin informed the board
that sponsorship packages for the
Downtown Westfield 5K Run, called
the Pizza Run, were now available.
The race is slated for Wednesday,
July 25. The DWC is also working
with the Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce regarding the September
car show. Mrs. Cronin said the Cham-
ber wants to return the show to down-

Victoria McCabe for The Westfield Leader
LET IT SNOW...Snow fell in the area on Sunday night, prompting Westfield
school officials to make a nighttime decision to cancel school on Monday. Above,
Mindowaskin Park provides a view to the Presbyterian Church steeple.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

BUDGET TALK…Westfield Town Administrator Jim Gildea and Councilman
Sal Caruana join Westfield Leader Assignment Editor Paul Peyton to discuss the
Westfield municipal budget. The video can be seen at goleader.com/video.

3 Westfield Incumbents to Run
Unopposed for School Board

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – In Westfield, board
of education incumbents Ginny Leiz,
the board’s vice president, Richard
Soloman and Julia Walker, an attor-
ney, have all filed for re-election and
will run unopposed. Board members
since 2001, Mrs. Leiz and Mr. Soloman
seek their third terms. Mrs. Walker
joined the board when she was elected
to an unexpired term in 2003.

Before joining the board, Mrs. Leiz

was active with the Westfield High
School Parent-Teacher-Student Or-
ganization.

Four Scotch Plains residents will
battle for two seats on the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood BOE. Fanwood resi-
dent Rob O’Connor will run unop-
posed for re-election to his seat.

Two incumbents – current BOE
President Tom Russo, a local attor-
ney who has served nine years on the
board, and Craig Nowlin – will not
seek re-election.

The candidates for election are:

Jane Costello of Elizabeth Avenue,
vice president of the McGinn Elemen-
tary School Parent-Teacher Associa-
tion (PTA); Nancy Bauer of Canter-
bury Drive, president of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School ice
hockey association; John Kubie of
Shirwood Drive and David Gorbunoff
of Algonquin Drive.

Mr. Kubie and Mr. Gorbunoff ran
unsuccessfully last year for BOE
seats, receiving 630 and 690 votes,
respectively, in a race that involved

Superintendent Foley Announces
Retirement Effective August 31

By CARALINE KOELLHOFFER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Superintendent
William Foley announced his retire-
ment, effective August 31, Tuesday
night to the board of education after
11 years of leading the district.

Mr. Foley, 60, began his role as
superintendent in October 1996 and
had previously served as assistant
superintendent from 1984 to 1992.
He was superintendent in Marlboro
from 1992 to 1996 before coming
back to Westfield where he replaced
Mark Smith who left the district. His
career in education spans 35 years.

“It has been a privilege to work as
the superintendent in one of the finest
communities in the state,” said Mr.
Foley, a Westfield resident since 1984.

“I want to thank the parents and the
community at large for the privilege

of serving their children. And I want
to thank the members of this board of
education, who work so hard for
Westfield students,” he said.

Board president Anne
Riegel said, “After 11
years in the district as su-
perintendent, plus his ear-
lier time as business ad-
ministrator, Dr. Foley’s
leadership has had a tre-
mendous impact on the
district. It is hard to think
of an area that has not
benefited from his ef-
forts.”

Mrs. Riegel said the
process of appointing a
new superintendent
would begin immediately, noting that
there would be an open community
meeting on Wednesday, March 14, at

Edison Intermediate School so that
the public may provide input in com-
piling a list of characteristics of a
prospective candidate.

The board hopes to se-
cure a new superinten-
dent by the end of June.

“Once we have a su-
perintendent in place, we
will start the search for a
new high-school princi-
pal,” Mrs. Riegel said.
Dennis Fyffe currently
serves as interim princi-
pal following the retire-
ment of Robert Petix last
year.

“We are of course con-
cerned about having to

conduct two important searches in
the near future. We are going to work
hard to get this accomplished. Hiring
a superintendent is one of the most
important jobs for a board of educa-
tion. It is one this board is certainly
taking very seriously,” Mrs. Riegel
said.

Business administrator Bob
Berman announced that the district
received a 3-percent increase in state
aid for the 2007-2008 school year,
raising the amount of aid to
$4,700,587, a $136,910 increase from
the present aid allotment. Mr. Berman
said the increased state aid is to be
appropriated for tax relief. This, along
with the expected fund balance, would
lower the taxpayer impact from 14
cents to 13 cents for next year per
$100 of assessed valuation, he said.

Mrs. Riegel said, “This state-aid
increase is great news. Two or three
weeks ago, we would have been out
of our seats jumping for joy, but Mr.
Foley’s news has us a little shell
shocked.”

In other business, supervisor of ath-
letics Edward Tranchina, who pre-
sented the budget for the athletic de-
partment along with Mr. Berman,

William Foley

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Council Approves Demolition
Definition, Notification

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The town council
on Tuesday night conducted an ad-
vertised hearing and subsequently
passed an ordinance creating a new
definition for demolitions and outlin-
ing a subsequent notification proce-
dure.

Code Review and Town Property
Chairman Jim Foerst said the ordi-
nance “codifies changes my commit-
tee recommended with regards to the
demolition-permit process – in par-
ticular, the notice requirement. As we
all know, it’s very traumatic for neigh-
borhoods to change.”

He said, “Hopefully, by notifying
neighbors of particular changes,
they’ll not only be able to protect
their family, but they’ll be a little less
shocked when people do some work
in the neighborhood.”

At earlier meetings in February,
the fourth ward councilman said the
ordinance would change the town
code’s definition of a demolition to
the “removal of more than 75 percent
of a structure.”

If a project falls under these param-
eters, the planned demolition-notifi-
cation process would be “triggered.”

According to the ordinance, “ad-
joining properties,” or those that touch
or abut, will be notified; however,
homes across the street from a demo-
lition site will not be notified.

Public Works Committee Chair-
woman Jo Ann Neylan said the “White
Paper Team” will give an update to
the council on March 27 concerning

phases one and two of its plan to
improve efficiency at the Department
of Public Works (DPW).

The second ward councilwoman
reiterated that the town would con-
tinue with its field-maintenance pilot
project, whereby DPW members
would assist the recreation commis-
sion “since the results are so positive.”

Last week, she said the project en-
abled the two groups to “(communi-
cate) when fields were open and
closed, and they could clearly main-
tain them. It made sense and both
departments were cooperative. This
year, we’re doing it again.”

The mayor and council made pre-
sentations to both the rescue squad
and girl scouts before general busi-
ness began.

The mayor first honored the local
girl scouts, part of the Westfield’s
Washington Rock Council, as they
celebrated their 50th anniversary. The
honor coincides with the upcoming
Girl Scout Week, to be held from
March 11 to 17.

The mayor also paid tribute to the
rescue squad, in its 56th year, “pro-
viding service to the Town of
Westfield…entirely by volunteers,
who work 24 hours a day, 365 days a
year.”

The mayor “personally thanked”
the squad, who “work basically 100
percent on donations.”

The mayor recounted, “This past
year, our family has witnessed the
professionalism and compassion of
our rescue squad. We had an elderly

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
WE ARE THE CHAMPIONS...The Westfield High School girls swim team poses outside of the high school on Sunday
afternoon after winning the Public A NJSIAA State Championship, beating West Winsor-Plainsboro South, 96-74.

GW Council OK’s Sex-
Offender Ordinance Revision

By KATHY MARQUES
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The borough coun-
cil on Tuesday night approved an
ordinance amending the borough or-
dinance on registered-sex-offender
prohibition zones that was approved
last year.

The registered-sex-offender prohi-
bition zones, which were adopted in
January 2006, prohibit “registered sex
offenders from residing or loitering
within the Borough of Garwood
within 2,500 feet of any school, park,
playground, recreation area, day-care
facility or school bus stop located
within the borough of adjacent mu-
nicipalities.”

At its December 5, 2006, meeting,
the council considered adding “ex-
ceptions” in the ordinance to “any
person who established a residence in
a prohibited area prior to the adoption
of this chapter,” which would have
allowed the person to live within the
“prohibited zones.” The amendment
was introduced and defeated because
of a 2-2 council tie, the first time in
council history that an ordinance was
met with a tie, officials said.

At that time, Councilwoman
Kathleen Villaggio and Councilman
Victor DeFilippo voted against the
ordinance, and Councilmen Charles
Lombardo and Damien Mitchell, who

is no longer on council, voted in fa-
vor. Councilmen William Schadewald
and Walter Tucker were absent at that
meeting. Borough Attorney Robert
Renaud suggested the ordinance be
reintroduced.

At Tuesday’s council meeting, the
ordinance was reintroduced and
passed 4-1 by the council, with Ms.
Villaggio providing the lone dissent-
ing vote. Mr. Schadewald, Mr. Tucker,
Mr. Lombardo and Councilman Keith
Sluka supported the ordinance. Mr.
DeFillippo was absent. The mayor,
Dennis McCarthy, does not vote on
ordinances.

When resident Bruce Paterson
asked Ms. Villaggio why she voted
against the ordinance in the first read-
ing and her reasoning behind it, she
replied, “This is my opinion. Those
persons that may have been affected
by the ordinance don’t have any rights.
Our children do have rights.”

Mr. Paterson said he “appreciat[ed]
her candor.”

The council introduced an ordi-
nance to allow the police department
to charge a $35-per-calendar-day fee
to anyone requesting the assistance
of a police officer and police vehicle,
with such fees being paid in advance.
Use of the vehicles would be at the
discretion of the police chief.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Michael J. Pollack for The Westfield Leader
RESCUE ME…Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky extends a hand to Rescue Squad
President Reid Edles as the town council the squad on Tuesday night before
March’s Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad Month. Pictured, from left to right,
are: Mayor Skibitsky, Rescue Squad Vice President Scott Messey, Mr. Edles,
Rescue Squad Treasurer Carol Carson, Captain Kristin Wanca and Deputy
Captain Bob Billson. The squad responds to roughly 2,500 emergency calls a year.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Maria Woehr for The Westfield Leader
SPECIAL-ED SHORTFALL…During its review of the school budget, the
Mountainside Board of Education discussed its dissolution funds. Based on
records of two years ago, the district faced $750,000 special-education shortfall,
according to BOE President John Perrin, left. At right is Roderic McLaughlin,
business administrator and board secretary. See story on page 10.
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POLICE BLOTTER

Safe Driving Bonus®. For every 6

months you don’t have an accident,

you’ll earn cash off your renewal

bill.  That’s on top of other discounts

you already receive. Part of Your

Choice Auto®, only from Allstate.

Call me today to find out more.

RON BANSKY
(800) 554-6964
715 CENTRAL AVE.  - SUITE 10
WESTFIELD
RonBansky@allstate.com

Come and compare your current
policy with one from Allstate

Feature is optional and subject to terms, conditions and availability. Safe Driving Bonus
won’t apply after an accident. Patent pending.Allstate New Jersey Property and Casualty
Insurance Company, Home Office, Bridgewater, NJ  © 2007 Allstate Insurance Company.

Your boss may not give you a bonus.

BUT I CAN.

SPECIAL DELIVERY…Billy Buteau, front, Sam Bakaletz and Courtney Maier
enjoy their jobs as postmaster, assistant postmaster and letter carrier at
Mountainside’s Beechwood School’s Wee Deliver post office. Under the direction
of first-grade instructors Jodi Groth and Janine Cardone, the junior postal
workers collect, sort and sometimes stamp “return to sender” mail from friends,
teachers and family members. Official street signs bearing the names Beechwood
Boulevard, Main Street, Learning Lane, Corduroy Court and Hidden Highway
mark the postal routes in the hallways of the pre-K-2 school. The program was
made possible through a grant from the Mountainside Education Foundation.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
POOL PARTY…The Garwood Police D.A.R.E. (Drug Abuse Resistance Educa-
tion) program sponsored a swim party at the Cranford indoor pool on Saturday.
D.A.R.E. students were treated to an open pool funded by the Garwood Police
Policemen’s Benevolent Association, as well as soda and snacks provided by the
Garwood Shop Rite and doughnuts provided by Dunkin Donuts of Garwood.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

DWC
town from the South Avenue Train
Station but that the situation remains
in flux.

Because the meeting lacked a quo-
rum, the DWC called board member
Lee Hale in Florida in order to cast his
vote by telephone on multiple issues,
including the approval of the
corporation’s roughly $391,000 op-
erating budget for 2007. The budget
was reduced to bring it even with last
year’s level, shaving the previously
announced 2.5-percent increase. The
budget now goes before the town
council’s finance committee for final
approval.

Mrs. Cronin said the DWC hosted
the Main Street New Jersey quarterly
executive director’s meeting last
Thursday. The meeting is a roundtable
discussion of ideas and strategies
being used by the communities in-
volved. She said Westfield is consid-
ered “the most successful Main Street
community” in the state and said she
was disappointed that rain impacted
the tour given to the visiting officials.

Westfield
Saturday, February 17, Robert Hume,

24, of New Vernon was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop at East Broad
Street and Harrison Avenue for allegedly
driving while intoxicated. He was re-
leased to a responsible individual.

Saturday, February 17, Jeremy Ettinger,
20, and Mark Boyle, 19, both of Westfield,
were arrested following a motor vehicle
stop at West Broad Street and Scotch
Plains Avenue for alleged underage pos-
session of alcohol. Both were released on
their own recognizance with summonses.

Two 17-year-old males from Westfield
also were in the vehicle and were arrested
for alleged underage possession of alco-
hol. One of the juveniles was the driver
and was cited for DWI. They were both
released to their parents.

Saturday, February 17, Linda S.
O’Neill, 58, of Westfield was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on a traffic
warrant issued by the Westfield Munici-
pal Court. She was released after posting
$500 bail.

Sunday, February 18, David Saez, 28,
of Queens, N.Y. was arrested on the 200
block of Orchard Street and charged with
four counts of aggravated assault and one
count of resisting arrest.

Saez allegedly shouted profanities,
swung closed fists at and wrestled on the
ground with police officers who were
executing a domestic violence assault
warrant for him, police said. The suspect,
who was pepper-sprayed, was committed
to the Union County jail in lieu of a total
$47,500 bail.

Sunday, February 18, Jonathan Mena,
19, of Plainfield was arrested at Shadowlawn
Drive and Scotch Plains Avenue on open
traffic warrants, one from Piscataway for
$300 and the other from North Plainfield for
$600. He was committed on default of bail
to the Union County jail.

Sunday, February 18, following a mo-
tor vehicle stop, Jason Rothbart, 32, of
Union was arrested on an outstanding
Union Township criminal warrant. He
was released after posting $250 bail.

Monday, February 19, Andrew Schott,
20, of Westfield was arrested at Mohican
Drive and Springfield Avenue for alleged
DWI. He was released to a responsible
individual.

Tuesday, February 20, Jeffrey Davies,
18, of Plainfield was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop at North and Central
Avenues for alleged possession of less
than 50 grams of marijuana. He was re-
leased with a summons.

Wednesday, February 21, James Ball,
35, of Westfield was placed under arrest
on the 300 block of Mountain Avenue
pursuant to a contempt of court traffic
warrant issued by the Township of Sparta
Municipal Court. Ball was released after
posting $114 bail.

Wednesday, February 21, Margaret
Daniel, 44, of Westfield was arrested for
alleged DWI following an accident on the
600 block of South Avenue West. Daniel
was released to a responsible individual
after submitting to a breath test. There
were no injuries reported as a result of the
accident.

Wednesday, February 21, after being
stopped for a motor vehicle violation,
Andrew Stewart, 28, of Clark was arrested
on an outstanding Denville traffic warrant
at North Avenue and Crossway Place. He
was released after posting $215 bail.

Thursday, February 22, after being
stopped for motor vehicle violations at
Mountain Avenue and Mountain View
Terrace, Christine O’Brien, 41, of Westfield
was arrested for alleged DWI. She was
released to a responsible individual.

Thursday, February 22, Jenny
Rodriguez, 35, of Elizabeth was arrested
at Kean University in Union on an out-
standing Westfield traffic warrant. She
was released after posting $100 bail.

Thursday, February 22, Michael
Mackay, 53, of Westfield was arrested at
Rahway Avenue and West Broad Street
for alleged DWI. He was released to a
responsible adult.

Friday, February 23, Kareem Farrar,
27, of Elizabeth was arrested at East Broad
Street and Park Drive on an outstanding
Elizabeth criminal warrant for $1,000.
He was committed on default of bail to
the Union County jail.

Wayne Baker for The Westfield Leader
BEST OF ISRAELI WINES…Congregation Beth Israel sponsored an Israeli
Wine Festival last Sunday. Pictured, Marty Siegmeister, brand manager with
Allied Importers, describes a wine as Robin Sabony of Scotch Plains tastes it. Mel
Zakarin of Watchung, right, reviews a description of another wine.

proposed that the board consider hir-
ing an assistant athletic trainer to
work with Sandy Mamary, the
district’s existing certified trainer.

MS School District Tells of
$750,000 Over-Calculation

By MARIA WOEHR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – Borough
school officials announced Tuesday
night that the district has rectified 37
percent of  an over-calculation of some
$750,000 in the dissolution of funds
account dating back to the previous
administration in 2005 . Business Ad-
ministrator Roderic McLaughlin said
the district had been using $1.8 mil-
lion. This year, he said, the district
will use $1.1 million in dissolution
funds because of a special-education
shortfall, he said. The dissolution ac-
count follows the breakup of the re-
gional high-school district several
years ago.

“So because of a miscalculation,
we will not have that money,” BOE
President John Perrin said.

Officials announced the mistake
during discussions of the proposed
$13,972,114 school budget. The
2006-2007 budget was $13,338,309.
A public hearing on this year’s bud-
get will be held Tuesday, March 27.

Changes to the budget this year
include the addition of a kindergarten
class, the addition of two new staff
members, a 3-percent increase in sala-
ries, a rise in the price of transporta-
tion due to gas prices and a $793,592
rise in tuition due to state laws, offi-
cials said.

“The state does a calculation to
project your enrollment and your in-
crease in tuition, and the fact it is not
a budget cap of 4 percent (referring to
state legislation to cap property taxes
at 4 percent), and the major adjust-
ment is the debt service cost, which is
a major change this year but not for
next year,”

The budget provides $6.2 million
for the salaries of 118 employees,
which includes the addition of a spe-
cial education teacher for $52,332
and one teacher assistant for $22,668.
Even with the addition of the new

staff, because only 107 employees
are eligible for New Jersey State
Health Benefits, the total cost of ben-
efits this year will remain the same as
last year ($1.3 million), Mr.
McLaughlin said.

There will be 13 out-of-district stu-
dents this year; the budget has allot-
ted for 16 students. Out-of-district
costs this year come to $1.1 million,
officials said. That includes tuition,
transportation, related services such
as physical therapy and speech therapy
and extraordinary services such as
nurses and aides.

The cost of utilities this year will
remain the same at $483,862. Be-
cause of the gap in gas prices, trans-
portation costs have risen $30,961, or
5.5 percent. “The transportation bud-
get is $594,487 because of the overall
rise in gas prices,” Mr. McLaughlin
said.

Tuition to Berkley Heights, where
Mountainside teenagers attend Gov-
ernor Livingston High School, is for
260 students at $12,500 per pupil, he
said. This is an increase of $907 per
pupil over the current budget’s tuition
rate of $11,593 per student. The tu-
ition rate includes the mandatory state
$319-per-student debt-service cost.

“The NJAC and NJSA required us
to make adjustments for tuition pay-
ments from budgeted estimates, which
we actually paid to audited actual
rates in the third fiscal year after the
estimated rate was paid. Based upon
the expenditures from the 2005-2006
school year, Mountainside owes
Berkley Heights an additional
$116,066,” Mr. McLaughlin said.

“Without the mandatory state tu-
ition cost, our budget would decrease
by 1 percent, meaning that our budget
this year would be less than the budget
in 2006-2007,” Mr. McLaughlin said.

Residents will vote on the budget at
the Tuesday, April 17, school elec-
tion.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield Board of Education

Wayne Baker for The Westfield Leader
SWAN SONG… Last Friday’s Spirit Night at Mountainside’s Deerfield Elemen-
tary School was the final on-court appearance for graduating players. Both the
boys’ and girls’ teams ended their seasons on a high note, with the girls defeating
St. John the Apostle of Clark, 38-15, and the boys delivering a 62-35 trouncing to
Holy Trinity of Westfield.

“I don’t think we’ll be able to find
someone as good as Sandy, but at
least we can get somebody to help her
out,” Mr. Tranchina said.

He said the new trainer could be
paid on a stipend basis and, if hired
for the fall and spring seasons, would
cost the district about $10,000 to
$14,000 per year.

Ms. Mamary said, “In past years, I
was able to use college students who
were being trained in the field to help
me. Now, with recent regulations, I
cannot leave them to go off with stu-
dents on their own. I have to be there
with them.”

Jon Bennett of the Westfield School
Boosters Association spoke in sup-
port of hiring an assistant athletic
trainer. “Since Sandy was hired in
1987, there has been an 83-percent
increase in student athlete participa-
tion.”

“If you go to a ‘Back to School’
night, and you see two teachers at the
front of the room, they tell you, ‘Oh,
this class has 30 students.’ Well, Sandy
has 1,548 students,” he said.

Mr. Bennett said that, should an
assistant athletic trainer be hired, the
Boosters Association would be will-
ing to match the budgeted amount for
the 2007-2008 school year. He said
that the Boosters Association offered
this donation to show the board its
support of the proposal.

Susan Cook for The Westfield Leader
CELEBRATING A LEADER AND NAMESAKE…Washington Elementary School
in Westfield celebrated the 275th birthday of its namesake with a special
“Washington’s Birthday Spirit Day.” Events included a coin-throwing contest and
an opportunity to exchange a $1 bill for a new Washington golden dollar coin, the
first in a series of Presidential coins just issued by the U.S. Mint. “General” Andrew
Perry, Washington School principal, stands above with some young Patriots.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

GW Council
neighbor who recently died. Before
calling the rescue squad, she would
call my wife, Debbie, and myself and
we’d go over there and convince her
to call the rescue squad. We saw them
in action...and I sleep well at night
knowing that we have such a great
professional rescue squad.”

The mayor said that last year, the
squad volunteered more than 31,000
hours of service and answered 2,500
calls.

March will be the Westfield Volun-
teer Rescue Squad Month.

Following public session, the coun-
cil retired to discuss the collective-
bargaining agreement with the Team-
sters Union, the last outstanding en-
tity still in negotiation. The Commu-
nications Workers of America (CWA)
contract expires at year’s end.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF Council

seven candidates for three seats. Mr.
Gornunoff is a 15-year resident of
the township and has coached the
Y’s girls’ basketball team, served on
the Wesley Hall Board of Directors
and volunteered at the township li-
brary.

Mr. Kubie has been a Scotch Plains
resident since 1992 and last year ran
on the issue of technology, saying
each child in the district should have
a laptop.

In Mountainside, incumbents
Raymond Haggar, Gene Nagel and
Carmine Venes will run unopposed.
Mr. Haggar, a 15-year borough resi-

In other business, Mayor McCarthy
thanked Superintendent of Public
Works Frederick Corbitt and his staff
for “a job well done during the ice
storm last week.”

Ms. Villaggio, finance committee
chairwoman, said the governing body
would introduce the municipal bud-
get at the next council meeting.

She also said the board of educa-
tion would hold a workshop meeting
on Thursday, March 8, at Washington
School to discuss its 2007-2008 bud-
get, with a public hearing to be held
Thursday, March 29.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

BOE Candidates File
dent, has served on the board since
2001. He holds a bachelor’s degree in
engineering and a master’s in busi-
ness administration. Mr. Venes, a
former elementary-school teacher in
Kenilworth and guidance counselor
in Rahway, retired in 2003. Mr. Nagel
was elected to the board in 2004.

Garwood residents will face choice
of five candidates for three seats, as
well as two candidates for an unex-
pired term. Incumbents Debbie
Courtney, Linda Koenig face chal-
lenges from Chris LaSpina, John
Sullivan and Sandro Villaraut.

Former board member James
Matheson opposes board member
Lisa Marano in the race for the unex-
pired term.

The Westfield Leader was unable to
reach candidates in competitive races
by press time.

a picture’s worth a thousand words.
goleader.com/photos

WANTED

WANTED…For questioning concerning the offense of attempt to lure child into
car. Sex-male: Height-unknown: Hair-black: Race-white: Weight-unknown:
Eyes-brown: Age-17to21: Build-unknown: Complexion-light. On February 21,
2007 at approximately 4 p.m., a 12-year-old female reported the above suspect
verbally attempted to lure her into an older grey pickup truck with scratches on
the passenger side of the vehicle. If you have any information regarding the above
person, please contact the Fanwood Police Department at (908) 322-5000; Lt.
Richard Trigo at Ext. 11 7 or Det. Eugene Chin at Ext. 119.

Mountainside
Tuesday, February 20, Howard

Robinson, 51, of Linden was arrested in
Newark and transported to headquarters
for outstanding warrants totaling $716.

Thursday, February 22, Christian P.
Lagos, 35, of Plainfield was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop for failure to
wear a seatbelt and subsequently arrested
for an outstanding Woodbridge warrant.

Thursday, February 22, Darrell T. Rollins,
46, was arrested for disorderly conduct after
being disruptive in the courtroom.

Wednesday, February 21, a employee
at a Springfield Avenue law office re-
ported that two females came into the
office to make an appointment and when
the victim went into the back to get the
appointment book, one or both of the
individuals stole the wallet out of her
purse, which was left on her chair.

According to police, one suspect was
identified as a Hispanic woman, of me-
dium build, 5 foot 4 inches tall with dyed
blonde and orange hair. The other was
identified as black, of heavy build, 5 foot
8 inches tall, police said. Both women are
in their mid 20s, police said.

Fanwood
Tuesday, February 20, Elene Hunter,

37, of Plainfield was arrested after a field
investigation revealed an outstanding
warrant out Plainfield. She posted bail
and was released.

Tuesday, February 20, Tarik H. Madi-
son, 25, of Plainfield was arrested after a
field investigation for an outstanding
Dunellen warrant. He posted bail and was
released.

Tuesday, February 20, an abandoned
stolen vehicle out of Edison was recov-
ered in the 100 block of Cray Terrace.

Wednesday, February 21, a Fanwood
resident and a Scotch Plains resident both
reported that their cars were keyed while
parked in the train station parking lot.

Wednesday, February 21, Kashari D.
Slaughter, 21, of Fanwood was arrested
on warrants out of South Orange, Scotch
Plains and Garwood after a field investi-
gation. Slaughter was turned over to the
South Orange Police Department.

Wednesday, February 21, several blocks
from the school, a middle school student
walking home at 4 p.m. reported that two
male individuals verbally attempted to
persuade her into their vehicle. According
to police, both males are described as
white, in their late teens to early 20s, one
with blonde hair, and the other with black
hair. One suspect was wearing a blue
sweatshirt; the other was wearing a gray
sweatshirt, police said.

Wednesday, February 21, Frank M.
James, 34, of Piscataway was arrested on
West Hampton and Jersey City warrants
after a field investigation. According to
police, he was also arrested for possession
of a controlled dangerous substance. He
was transported to the Union County jail.

Saturday, February 24, Justin D.
Johnson, 27, of Roselle was arrested on an
outstanding Edison warrant after a motor
vehicle stop on South Avenue. He posted
bail and was released.

Sunday, February 25, Richard J.
Kucmyda, 51, of Elizabeth was arrested
following a South Avenue motor vehicle
stop for an outstanding Plainfield warrant.

Scotch Plains
Friday, February 16, a resident of

Farmingdale Road reported that someone
caused damage to her shed.

Saturday, February 17, a construction
site manager reported that someone re-
moved approximately $800 in copper tub-
ing from a job site on Raritan Road.

Wednesday, February 21, Edward
Cerlado, 74, of Scotch Plains and Michael
Cornacchia, 47, of Scotch Plains were
both arrested and charged with simple
assault after both men were engaged in a
fight in Cerlado’s front lawn. According
to police, they had fought previously with
each other over Cerlado’s daughter.

Thursday, February 22, a resident of
Westfield Road reported a neighbor made
an obscene gesture to her after an argument.

Friday, February 23, a resident of
Rivervale Court reported that someone
broke the window to her apartment.

Sunday, February 25, Bobby Kabir,
23, of Morristown was arrested and
charged with DWI. He was processed and
released with a summons, police said.
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MEET YOUR CONGRESSMAN…Scotch Plains’ Evergreen Elementary School’s
staff and students recently welcomed Rep. Michael Ferguson (R-7) to their school.
In an informal question-and-answer setting, they discussed New Jersey state
government and politics, as well as national political issues.

Maria Woehr for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TO TURF OR NOT TO TURF...Approximately 100 residents express their opinons, including support and dissent, to the
Scotch Plains Recreation Commission regarding the proposal for artifical turf and lighting addition to the Southside Field
during a meeting at the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Monday night.

Wayne Baker for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BEST OF ISRAELI WINES…Congregation Beth Israel sponsored an Israeli
Wine Festival last Sunday. Pictured, Marty Siegmeister, brand manager with
Allied Importers, describes a wine as Robin Sabony of Scotch Plains tastes it. Mel
Zakarin of Watchung, right, reviews a description of another wine.

SP-F BOE Approves Next
Year’s School Calendar

By NORDETTE N. ADAMS
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS —Last Thurs-
day night, at its regular meeting, the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education approved next year’s
school calendar. The board also au-
thorized M. Disko Associates, an en-
gineering firm, to perform initial ser-
vices for improving the athletic fields
and the track at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School.

The approved 2007-2008 school
calendar – known as draft B – marks

Thursday, June 19, 2008, as the last
day of school, March 21 to 28 as
spring break and school as open on
Election Day, November 6, this fall.
The rejected calendar, draft A, marked
Tuesday, June 24, as the last day of
school, placed spring break in April
and slated Election Day as closed for
students but open for staff as a profes-
sional-training day.

Rearranging staff professional-
training days and keeping school open
for both students and staff on Elec-
tion Day contributed to making June
19 the last day rather than June 24.
Superintendent of Schools Margaret
Hayes said that in planning the year,
the administration tried to balance
such factors as sensitivity to religious
holidays, the desire of having staff
training on days earlier in the school
year when they would be “more use-
ful” and the dates the state scheduled
standardized testing. While consid-
ering the calendar at BOE meetings
in the last month, board members
agreed, “No calendar will please ev-
erybody.”

In previous meetings, both parents
and school board members objected
to school closing later in the year.
They cited reasons such as the latter
part of June being too hot and that
many local summer camps opened
before June 24.

The administration had both calen-
dar drafts posted to its website during
the month of February and received
e-mails from parents expressing con-
cerns about everything from the tim-

Scotch Plains Residents Express
Cheers, Fears Over Field Plans

By MARIA WOEHR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Close to 100
Scotch Plains residents voiced their
opinions Monday night over the pro-
posed renovations of the Southside
Field at a public hearing held by the
Scotch Plains Recreation Commis-
sion at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School.

“I would help roll out the red carpet
on this project,” said Cory Krutis, a
Scotch Plains resident. “This is a
much-deserved program for our town
and our children.”

“Our concerns are that our houses
are very close to the field. In the past,
we have had an overflow of parking

on Chapel Hill Road, and we would
like our property to be respected and
our yards not to be used as paths with
the increased traffic. We are also con-
cerned about noise pollution and how
the renovations will impact the prop-
erty surrounding it,” said James Lee,
who lives next to the south side field.

The recreation commission pro-
posed enhancements for the field,
including building a soccer complex
with a turf field to prevent injury and
allow more games and practices, light-
ing for additional games and prac-
tices, extending parking to 65 park-
ing spots and building restrooms, a
storage area and a playground for
children, according to Robert Lynes
of Hatch Mott MacDonald, the engi-
neering firm for the project.

The entire project is estimated to
cost between $1.3 to $1.5 million,
Recreation Director Ray Poerio said.
The project would be paid for through
the $200,000 the township collects
annually through its Open Space Trust
Fund.

Residents who live close to the
field during the hearing expressed
concerns about additional lighting.
Officials expect the lighting to add
extra practice time and game time for

teams and address safety concerns.
The lights would remain on until 10
p.m. every night.

According to Bob Zoeller of Musco
Lighting, the lighting consultant on
the project, the lights are 40 percent
more energy efficient and would ad-
dress spill and glare concern. “Our
system is the most advanced lighting
for spill light. Trees will also add
buffering during the season,” he said.

Scotch Plains has 1,879 players of
all ages who play a total of 90 games
a week and have 150 practices a week,
according to Jim Fawcett, president
of the Scotch Plains Soccer Associa-
tion.

“In 30 years we have not added
new fields. We have rehabilitated
fields but all of our fields are in dual
use and shared with baseball and soft-
ball. Our fields are not meant to be
used seven days a week,” he said.

He said house games are reduced
by 50 percent due to “rain outs,”
which include weekend days when
games cannot be played because the
field is flooded from weekday rains.

“We would really appreciate it if
the soccer fields were redone. Some-
times it is really difficult to play on,”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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4 Seek 2 Seats for Scotch Plains
Representation on School Board

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Four town-
ship residents will battle for two seats
on the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education in the Tuesday, April 17,
school election. Fanwood resident
Rob O’Connor is running unopposed
for re-election to his seat.

Two incumbents – BOE President
Tom Russo, a local attorney who has
served nine years on the board, and
Craig Nowlin – will not seek re-election.

The candidates for election are: Jane

Costello of Elizabeth Avenue, vice presi-
dent of the McGinn Elementary School
Parent-Teacher Association (PTA);
Nancy Bauer of Canterbury Drive, presi-
dent of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School ice hockey association; John
Kubie of Shirwood Drive and David
Gorbunoff of Algonquin Drive.

Mr. Kubie and Mr. Gorbunoff ran
unsuccessfully last year for BOE
seats, receiving 630 and 690 votes,
respectively, in a race that involved
seven candidates for three seats. Mr.
Gornunoff is a 15-year resident of the

township and has coached the Y’s
girls’ basketball team, served on the
Wesley Hall Board of Directors and
volunteered at the township library.

Mr. Kubie has been a Scotch Plains
resident since 1992 and last year ran on
the issue of technology, saying each
child in the district should have a laptop.

In Westfield, incumbents Ginny
Leiz, the board’s vice president, Rich-
ard Soloman and Julia Walker, all filed
for re-election and will run unopposed.
Board members since 2001, Mrs. Leiz
and Mr. Soloman seek their third terms.
Mrs. Walker joined the board when
she was elected to an unexpired term
in 2003.

Before joining the board, Mrs. Leiz
was active with the Westfield High
School Parent-Teacher-Student Or-
ganization.

In Mountainside, incumbents
Raymond Haggar, Gene Nagel and
Carmine Venes will run unopposed.
Mr. Haggar, a 15-year borough resi-
dent, has served on the board since
2001. He holds a bachelor’s degree in
engineering and a master’s degree in
business administration. Mr. Venes, a
former elementary-school teacher in
Kenilworth and guidance counselor
in Rahway, retired in 2003. Mr. Nagel
was elected to the board in 2004.

Garwood residents will face a
choice of five candidates for three
seats, as well as two candidates for an
unexpired term. Incumbents Debbie
Courtney, Linda Koenig face chal-
lenges from Chris LaSpina, John
Sullivan and Sandro Villaraut.

Former board member James
Matheson opposes board member
Lisa Marano in the race for the unex-
pired term.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
was unable to reach candidates in
competitive races by press time.

SP Council Passes Parking
Restrictions Near SPFHS

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council, by a 4-1 vote, passed an
ordinance Tuesday night following a
nearly four-hour public meeting that
will restrict parking on multiple streets
surrounding Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School. The council said it was
taking the action in an effort to spur
“serious discussions” about the park-
ing situation with officials from the
high school, the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education and
Fanwood officials.

Officials have said the ordinance,
which will affect Church Street, Port-
land Avenue, Watchung View Place,
West Court, Sunrise Court, Old Farm
Road, Cedar Street and Concord
Road, is an attempt to address com-

plaints from residents about “exces-
sive” student parking in those areas.
Restrictions will be similar to what
has been in effect since 2003 on Carol
Place and Monica Place, except that
parking will be prohibited between 9
a.m. to 2 p.m. on school days except
for residents living on those streets.
Enforcement of the ordinance will
include the issuance of parking per-
mits to residents for use by them-
selves and their guests.

The ordinance was amended at the
council’s meeting on Tuesday so that
its effective date is September 1, in-
stead of later this month. What Mayor
Martin Marks called a “six-month
window of opportunity” between now
and September will, he hopes, give
the parties time to come up with pos-
sible parking solutions that could
make the provisions of the ordinance
unnecessary.

At the start of the three-and-a-half
hour public hearing, the mayor re-
counted the unsuccessful efforts in
past years to resolve the parking is-
sue. “Not a lot happened,” he said.

“Without a clock ticking,” he said,
referring to the September 1 date in
the ordinance, “there is less incentive
to get to the table” for discussions.

For two hours, the council heard 20
residents — parents, students and
homeowners living on some of the
affected streets — speak mostly in
opposition to the ordinance. BOE
President Thomas Russo led off by
pointing out that a number of steps
have been taken or are underway to
increase student parking, both at the
high school and in other areas, such
as at Green Forest Park. He estimated
that when all these new options are
available, the high school would still
be short about 40 or 50 parking spaces.

Mayor Marks said the council would
be willing to provide a limited number
of parking permits for the affected
streets to students but that distribution
of the permits would have to be priori-
tized in some way for those students
who “need” to drive to school.

Others who spoke about the ordi-
nance raised concerns about the safety
of students who might be forced to
walk to school instead of driving,
both in the early morning hours and
late in the afternoons, due to extra-
curricular activities. Multiple parents
living a greater distance from the
high school said they did not know
how their children would get to school
if they were unable to drive them-
selves.

Arrowhead Drive resident John
Sammon, calling the parking ban “un-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

LaGrande Contractor Could
Face Legal Action from FW

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The borough recre-
ation commission on Tuesday night
discussed ongoing delays with
LaGrande Park ballfield improvements.

The commission’s borough council
liaison, Joseph Higgins, said the gen-
eral contractor, Dumor Conracting,
who was supposed to complete the
project in October, still has not com-
pleted the irrigation system, infield
work, sod leveling, installation of foul
poles and site cleanup.

Mr. Higgins said borough officials
have sent the contractor a formal let-
ter advising the company that it is late
and at risk of facing legal action and
being “terminated” on the project.

Pointing to the ongoing project
delays, Mayor Colleen Mahr said,
“They ended up sub-contracting ev-
erything out; that’s their problem.”

While she said she and the borough
council are “extremely agitated” with
the contractor, she estimated that “no
more than a week’s work” remains to

be done at this point and the contrac-
tor is “not even 50 percent paid yet.”

Therefore, the mayor said the bor-
ough would like to have the current
contractor complete the job before the
start of the spring sports season in April,
rather than risk delays in pursuing a
new contract with another company.

“Our attorney is like a rabid dog
[on the contractor] right now,” she
said, adding, “We’re going to give
them another week or two.”

The mayor said the borough plans to
“open [the renovated LaGrande facility]
with great fanfare, which it deserves.”

On a related note, Mr. Higgins said
the borough has had to address an-
other problem with geese feeding on
the new sod field at LaGrande Park.
“They were loving that [fresh grass].”

Mr. Higgins said borough officials
have gone out to the park to “shoo the
geese away” several times. “It looks
like it might have worked,” he said,
noting that birds have not returned.

Mayor Mahr said she would “like

New Enrollment Provision
Cost $1 Mil., DelSordi Says

By NORDETTE N. ADAMS
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Schools Business Adminis-
trator Anthony DelSordi told the public
and board of education Tuesday night
that the district’s “ability to spend has
been pared” despite receiving $123,000
in increased state aid. A new formula
from the state for adjusted enrollment
alone strips the district of about $1
million in funding, he said.

The total tentative maximum budget
for next year is $70,898,166. However,
the optimum proposed budget total that
Mr. DelSordi presented at the BOE’s
first budget meeting is $72,278,554, a
4.73-percent increase over last year’s
budget. The adjusted enrollment for-
mula changes, combined with the 4-
percent tax levy cap, results in a budget
deficit of about $1.4 million to the latest
tentative budget, he said.

He said the state’s new adjusted-
enrollment formula affects how much
money districts receive from the state
for increased enrollment. The new
formula uses a weighted average that
no longer increases school funding
directly in proportion to school
growth. Funding for districts with
increased enrollment is no longer
based on an even student-to-dollars
ratio, Mr. DelSordi said.

The district anticipates “145 more
students” in 2007-2008, but it will only
receive funds for 49 more students, he
said. At approximately $11,000 per
additional student on an even ratio, the
school system would receive about $1.6
million. Under the weighted-average
system, the district receives $561,883,
about $1 million less.

Speaking of the $1.4-million defi-
cit, Mr. DelSordi said the district might
be able to eliminate about half without
much difficulty, but trimming the other
half from the budget would mean cut-
ting programs and staff. According to
Randall Kanter, director of human re-
sources, and Mr. DelSordi, 78 percent
of the district’s budget is for salaries

and fringe benefits. Increased enroll-
ment drives increasing staff, they said.

“Our 4-percent increase is basi-
cally eaten up by increases to our
staff,” Mr. DelSordi said.

Board member Rob O’Connor
asked, “So, if we don’t make some
hard choices this year, each year it’s
going to get progressively worse?”

Mr. DelSordi said, “Yes.”
Board member Linda Nelson said

Governor Jon Corzine and the state
legislature say the tax-levy cap is
designed to make school districts
operate more effectively, but said she
doesn’t think ineffectiveness is an
issue for SP-F. “We will not look at
how we can operate more effectively
because we feel we’ve been operat-
ing effectively. We will have to look
at how we can operate differently.

“We get so little outside funding.
We rely on taxes,” she said, adding that
unlike middle-income districts, SP-F
does not receive “hefty” state funding.

Board members pondered how the
district would deal with asking for
more funds in the future using “sec-
ond questions” on budget election
ballots. Beginning in the 2008-2009
school year, a new state law will re-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

David Samsky for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TALKING HISTORY…The Scotch Plains Historical Society met at the Scotch
Hills Golf Club House to hear Joseph Qutub of Fanwood speak about his life from
Palestine to America. Pictured, left to right, are: Connie Klock, Historical Society
vice president, Mr. Qutub and Richard Bousquet, Historical Society president.
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POLICE BLOTTERSP Planning Bd. to Resume
Subdivision Hearing April 9

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The plan-
ning board will continue a subdivision
application hearing in April after con-
cerns were raised at its meeting Mon-
day night about flaws in a township
ordinance intended to prevent so-called
flag lots from being easily developed.

Needlepoint Homes seeks approval
for a major subdivision at 1670 and
1680 Cooper Road in which the two
lots would be split to create four lots.
One of the homes would be razed, with
new homes built at that location, as well
as on the two newly created lots to the
rear of the two properties. Access to the
two rear properties would be via a
newly created road running between
the two Cooper Road properties.

At the board’s meeting, the applicant
showed two site plans, with one pro-
posing an actual street to provide ac-
cess to the rear properties and the other
proposing a common driveway. Needle-
point attorney Robert Kraus said that
driveways to all four homes would feed
into the new roadway, while the
applicant’s engineer, Edward Dec, said
a small area of wetlands would be filled
in pending approval from the state De-
partment of Environmental Protection.

Professional planner Jason Kastler
described the two proposed rear prop-
erties as flag lots – oversized pieces of
property, often situated behind another
lot, that are accessible only via a narrow
strip of driveway running alongside the
other property. Four years ago, in an
attempt to limit over-development

through the use of flag lots, the town-
ship council passed an ordinance that
eliminated them from the local zoning
ordinances, meaning that developers
would need a variance for such a lot.

But Mary Moody, the board’s plan-
ner, said on Monday that the 2003
ordinance was “not worded tightly
enough” to easily allow land use offi-
cials to disallow flag lots.

Mayor Martin Marks, calling him-
self “disappointed” at the apparent am-
biguous language of the ordinance, said
he had always envisioned the law as
requiring an applicant to ask the plan-
ning board for a variance for a flag lot
and having to justify why a flag lot
would be better than an alternative plan.

One resident living near the pro-
posed development said the applica-
tion should be heard as a flag-lot
application, requiring a new hearing.

Board Attorney Dan Bernstein said
Needlepoint’s presentation of two
options — including flag lots — “im-
plies that he’s applying for a vari-
ance” as the 2003 ordinance intended.

Due to the late hour, the board
agreed to resume the hearing at its
Monday, April 9 meeting.

In other business, the board gave
approval for a café to open at 375 Park
Avenue. Carmen Cabell of World En-
tertainment Group said he would oper-
ate a “1960s-style café and coffee shop”
with “18th- and 19th-century influ-
ences” on both the ground and base-
ment levels. There will be seating for
53, and pending approval from the town-
ship council, liquor would be available.

Scotch Plains
Friday, February 16, a resident of

Farmingdale Road reported that someone
caused damage to her shed.

Saturday, February 17, a construction
site manager reported that someone re-
moved approximately $800 in copper tub-
ing from a job site on Raritan Road.

Wednesday, February 21, Edward
Cerlado, 74, of Scotch Plains and Michael
Cornacchia, 47, of Scotch Plains were
both arrested and charged with simple
assault after both men were engaged in a
fight in Cerlado’s front lawn. According
to police, they had fought previously with
each other over Cerlado’s daughter.

Thursday, February 22, a Westfield Road
resident reported that a neighbor made an
obscene gesture to her after an argument.

Friday, February 23, a resident of
Rivervale Court reported that someone
broke the window to her apartment.

Sunday, February 25, Bobby Kabir, 23,
of Morristown was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated. He was
processed and released on a summons.

Fanwood
Tuesday, February 20, Elene Hunter, 37,

of Plainfield was arrested after a field inves-
tigation revealed an outstanding Plainfield
warrant. She posted bail and was released.

Tuesday, February 20, Tarik H. Madison,
25, of Plainfield was arrested after a field
investigation for an outstanding Dunellen
warrant. He posted bail and was released.

Tuesday, February 20, an abandoned
stolen vehicle out of Edison was recov-
ered in the 100 block of Cray Terrace.

Wednesday, February 21, a Fanwood
resident and a Scotch Plains resident both
reported that their cars were keyed while
parked in the train station parking lot.

Wednesday, February 21, Kashari D.
Slaughter, 21, of Fanwood was arrested
on warrants out of South Orange, Scotch
Plains and Garwood after a field investi-
gation. Slaughter was turned over to the
South Orange Police Department.

Wednesday, February 21, several
blocks from the school, a middle school
student walking home at 4 p.m. reported
that two male individuals verbally at-
tempted to persuade her into their ve-
hicle. According to police, both males are
described as white, in their late teens to
early 20s, one with blonde hair, and the
other with black hair. One suspect was
wearing a blue sweatshirt; the other was
wearing a gray sweatshirt, police said.

Wednesday, February 21, Frank M.
James, 34, of Piscataway was arrested on
West Hampton and Jersey City warrants
after a field investigation. According to
police, he was also arrested for possession
of a controlled dangerous substance. He
was transported to the Union County jail.

Saturday, February 24, Justin D.
Johnson, 27, of Roselle was arrested on an
outstanding Edison warrant after a motor
vehicle stop on South Avenue. He posted
bail and was released.

Sunday, February 25, Richard J.
Kucmyda, 51, of Elizabeth was arrested
following a South Avenue motor vehicle
stop for an outstanding Plainfield warrant.

Westfield
Saturday, February 17, Robert Hume,

24, of New Vernon was arrested following
a motor vehicle stop at East Broad Street
and Harrison Avenue for alleged DWI. He
was released to a responsible individual.

Saturday, February 17, Jeremy Ettinger,
20, and Mark Boyle, 19, both of Westfield,
were arrested following a motor vehicle
stop at West Broad Street and Scotch
Plains Avenue for alleged underage pos-
session of alcohol. Both were released on
their own recognizance with summonses.

Two 17-year-old males from Westfield
also were in the vehicle and were arrested
for alleged underage possession of alco-
hol. One of the juveniles was the driver
and was cited for DWI. They were both
released to their parents.

Saturday, February 17, Linda S. O’Neill,
58, of Westfield was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on a traffic warrant
issued by the Westfield Municipal Court.
She was released after posting $500 bail.

Sunday, February 18, David Saez, 28,
of Queens, N.Y. was arrested on the 200
block of Orchard Street and charged with
four counts of aggravated assault and one
count of resisting arrest.

Saez allegedly shouted profanities, swung
closed fists at and wrestled on the ground
with police officers who were executing a
domestic violence assault warrant for him,
police said. The suspect, who was pepper-
sprayed, was committed to the Union County
jail in lieu of a total $47,500 bail.

Sunday, February 18, Jonathan Mena,
19, of Plainfield was arrested at Shadowlawn
Drive and Scotch Plains Avenue on open
traffic warrants, one from Piscataway for
$300 and the other from North Plainfield for
$600. He was committed on default of bail
to the Union County jail.

Sunday, February 18, following a mo-
tor vehicle stop, Jason Rothbart, 32, of
Union was arrested on an outstanding
Union Township criminal warrant. He
was released after posting $250 bail.

Monday, February 19, Andrew Schott,
20, of Westfield was arrested at Mohican
Drive and Springfield Avenue for alleged
DWI. He was released to a responsible
individual.

Tuesday, February 20, Jeffrey Davies,
18, of Plainfield was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop at North and Central
Avenues for alleged possession of less
than 50 grams of marijuana. He was re-
leased with a summons.

Wednesday, February 21, James Ball,
35, of Westfield was placed under arrest
on the 300 block of Mountain Avenue
pursuant to a contempt-of-court traffic
warrant issued by the Township of Sparta
Municipal Court. Ball was released after
posting $114 bail.

Wednesday, February 21, Margaret
Daniel, 44, of Westfield was arrested for
alleged DWI following an accident on the
600 block of South Avenue West. She was
released to a responsible individual after
submitting to a breath test. There were no
injuries reported as a result of the accident.

Wednesday, February 21, after being
stopped for a motor vehicle violation,
Andrew Stewart, 28, of Clark was arrested
on an outstanding Denville traffic warrant
at North Avenue and Crossway Place. He
was released after posting $215 bail.

Thursday, February 22, after being
stopped for motor vehicle violations at
Mountain Avenue and Mountain View
Terrace, Christine O’Brien, 41, of Westfield
was arrested for alleged DWI. She was
released to a responsible individual.

Thursday, February 22, Jenny
Rodriguez, 35, of Elizabeth was arrested
at Kean University in Union on an out-
standing Westfield traffic warrant. She
was released after posting $100 bail.

Thursday, February 22, Michael
Mackay, 53, of Westfield was arrested at
Rahway Avenue and West Broad Street
for alleged DWI. He was released to a
responsible adult.

Friday, February 23, Kareem Farrar,
27, of Elizabeth was arrested at East Broad
Street and Park Drive on an outstanding
Elizabeth criminal warrant for $1,000.
He was committed on default of bail to
the Union County jail.

Mountainside
Tuesday, February 20, Howard

Robinson, 51, of Linden was arrested in
Newark and transported to headquarters
for outstanding warrants totalling $716.

Thursday, February 22, Christian P.
Lagos, 35, of Plainfield was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop for failure to
wear a seatbelt and subsequently arrested
for an outstanding Woodbridge warrant.

Thursday, February 22, Darrell T. Rollins,
46, was arrested for disorderly conduct after
being disruptive in the courtroom.

Wednesday, February 21, a employee at
a Springfield Avenue law office reported
two females came into the office to make an
appointment and when the victim went into
the back to get the appointment book, one or
both individuals stole the wallet out of her
purse, which was left on her chair.

According to police, one suspect was
identified as a Hispanic woman, of me-
dium build, 5 foot 4 inches tall with dyed
blonde and orange hair. The other was
identified as black, of heavy build, 5 foot
8 inches tall, police said. Both women are
in their mid 20s, police said.

reasonable,” said that “heavy traffic
and parked cars are part of the bar-
gain” for those who live near the high
school.

Multiple residents said banning stu-
dents from parking would simply
force students to park on outlying
streets further away from the high
school. A group of senior class offic-
ers made a plea for talks with the
township government, something the
mayor said he was open to.

During the council’s discussion,
Councilwoman Nancy Malool said
she was “afraid that if we don’t pass
this, we’ll be sitting here a year from
now having the same discussion”
because, she worried, serious talks
with Fanwood and the board of edu-
cation will not come about otherwise.
By passing the ordinance, “we’re
throwing down the gauntlet,” she said.

She said her vote in favor of the
ordinance was solidified after hear-
ing Scotch Plains Police Chief Brian
Mahoney, who attended the hearing,
say it was a public-safety issue.

Councilman Kevin Glover, while
saying that “clearly there is an issue
and clearly it needs to be resolved,”
said he preferred to allow discussions
to take place first without enacting
the ordinance. “I don’t know what the
rush is,” he said. He commended the
mayor for “making this an issue” that
resulted in the standing room-only
turnout at the public hearing.

Councilwoman Paulette Coronato
said the parking issue “has been the
topic of much heated discussion” on
the shared services committee for the
past several years. Now, she said, “we
have to do something to get the ball
rolling.”

Councilman Jeffrey Strauss, after
questioning Chief Mahoney about some
of the specific problems that have arisen
on the streets around the high school,
expressed some hesitation about the
September 1 effective date. He won-
dered whether the ordinance could be
rescinded if serious discussions failed
to materialize or amended to push back
the effective date even further.

He expressed concerns about Scotch
Plains having to “go it alone” on the
parking issue and said he was uneasy
about possible contingencies that could
arise with students suddenly needing
to drive to school but being unable to
do so for various reasons.

Mr. Glover suggested putting off a
vote for six weeks so the council could
see whether serious discussions had
gotten underway with the other enti-
ties. The mayor said he was skeptical
of such a delay, noting that he had told
Mr. Russo last September and last
December that an ordinance was in the
works, yet no discussions were held in
the intervening six months.

Mayor Marks said he did not want
to commit to rescinding the ordinance
if no progress was made, as Mr.
Strauss appeared to suggest. He asked
Mr. Strauss to support passage and
give the parties until May 1 to begin
discussions in earnest. Then, the
mayor said, he would be “more than
happy” to support Mr. Strauss if he
wanted to revisit the ordinance.

In seconding the motion to pass the
ordinance, Mr. Strauss, like Mrs.
Malool, said Chief Mahoney had
“convinced me of the safety issues,”
but added that he wanted Fanwood
and the BOE “on board” in any final
solutions to the matter.

ing of spring break to the “choppiness”
of election week. During its
roundtable meeting with parents in
early February and at other BOE
meetings in both January and Febru-

ary, parents offered opinions about
the calendar, especially the status of
Election Day.

Parents who thought school should
be closed that day said student safety
was an issue. Parent Margaret Ames
of Scotch Plains suggested at last
week’s agenda meeting that the board
hire police officers to handle safety if
schools would be open while serving
as polling places in November.

Ms. Hayes told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times the administration
might investigate hiring police offic-
ers on a case-by-case basis because
school floor plans vary. She said some
schools’ polling stations isolate vot-
ers from students and present no safety
problems, while other floor plans
force voters to enter the school’s main
areas.

“We will assess each building indi-
vidually,” Ms. Hayes said.

The board approved M. Disko As-
sociates “to perform services for the
design, preparation of plans and speci-
fications, bidding and construction
observation for improvements” to the
high school’s football and soccer
fields and track. A referendum re-
questing voters to approve a $2 mil-
lion bond for the entire project, which
includes covering the football and
soccer fields with artificial turf, goes
on the ballot for the Tuesday, April
17, election.

According to information submit-
ted to the board by Business Admin-
istrator Anthony DelSordi, “prelimi-
nary and final design, preparation of
plans and specifications, soil erosion
and bidding services” will cost 5.7
percent of the final contract price
using M. Disko Associates. The
company’s charge for “construction
observation, payments and project
finalization” services is 2.3 percent
of the final contract price.

Board member Donald Parisi asked
whether M. Disko’s pricing was
“competitive.” Mr. DelSordi an-
swered that it was a “good bid.” He
said other companies averaged 10
percent of the final contract price for
preliminary services.

SPFHS reported that The Muse, the
high school’s literary magazine, re-
ceived two awards for its 2006 issue,
the 2006 National Council of Teach-
ers English Achievement Award in
Writing and the 2006 Silver Medal
Certificate from the Columbia Scho-
lastic Press Association. While the
magazine uses faculty advisors, stu-
dents select the poetry, prose and art
for publication and also design and
lay out The Muse.

FW Planning Bd. Approves
K-9 Resorts Expansion

By MICHELLE BUCCOLA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The borough’s
planning board last Wednesday ap-
proved the second-floor expansion of
K-9 Resorts, located at 43 South Av-
enue. The building addition will in-
clude a larger bathing room, an ex-
panded kitchen and an office.

The addition will add another 34
rooms to the facility, all of which
would be used for overnight boarding.

Steven Parker, who owns K-9 with
his brother, Jason, presented the op-
eration details of their establishment.

“Basically, we are the Ritz for
dogs,” Mr. Parker said. K-9 offers
both daycare and overnight boarding.
It is a cage-free facility in which dogs
have rooms complete with windows,
televisions and beds.

Presently, K-9 can accommodate
21 dogs for overnight boarding and
approximately 15 to 20 dogs, de-
pending on their size, for daycare.

“Our business has really taken off,”
said Mr. Parker, who began his career
as a dog walker. “Our clients have
been begging us to expand.”

Stanley Fink, attorney for K-9 Re-
sorts, asked Mr. Parker to describe the
business’ drop-off and pick-up proce-
dures. Mr. Parker explained that cli-
ents come in on an appointment-basis
only and that much of the check-in
process is done over the phone, allow-
ing for an “expeditious” turnaround.

With only five parking spaces in
front of the building, Mr. Parker said
it was his goal to establish a quick and
efficient drop off.

He said additional parking is lo-
cated behind the building, but it is
only used for employees since there
is no public access to the building
from the rear.

Site engineer Alan Klein gave tes-
timony describing the property, in-
cluding its multiple easements. He
said “many” of these easements over-
lap, providing access to the appli-
cants’ property, as well as the adja-
cent buildings.

Mr. Klein said K-9 plans to relo-
cate the existing employee parking
spaces in the rear to allow better ac-
cess through the easements.

Board member Peter Sayles sug-
gested that the owners sign the new
parking spaces to avoid confusion,
since the parking area is gravel and,
therefore, not striped.

Mr. Klein said there are existing
nonconformities with respect to the
side-yard setbacks.

Board Chairman Gregory
Cummings asked whether the prop-
erty owner plans to replace an exist-
ing retaining wall, located at the rear
of the property, that is in disrepair.
Mr. Klein said that the Parkers “have
every intention” of repairing the wall.
He said they have to work out the
logistics with The Mattress Factory,
located next door, because the wall
runs on its property as well.

David Bailey, architect of the addi-
tion, detailed the project’s specifics,
including the adding of a rear outdoor
staircase providing access to both
floors of the renovated building and
the employee parking area.

Mr. Bailey said the addition would
be built directly on top of the existing
roof so K-9 could remain open during
the construction. Once the new roof
is built, the old roof will be destroyed

and the new floor will be poured.
Mr. Cummings expressed concern

about the exposed staircase, saying
that proximity to the train tracks might
attract wandering teenagers. He sug-
gested the staircase be enclosed as
part of the building.

Mr. Klein said while this is possible,
it would be expensive because the
foundation of the building would have
to be deeper in order to support it.

Board member Jack Molenaar sug-
gested the Parkers pursue other means,
like surveillance equipment, of ward-
ing off unwanted visitors to avoid the
extra expense.

Mr. Bailey suggested the staircase
be enclosed with fencing rather than
stucco or cinder block. Board mem-
bers agreed with the suggestion.

Multiple board members expressed
their approval of Mr. Bailey’s design.

“Our TDR [Transfer of Develop-
ment Rights] program is designed to
improve the aesthetic of the South
Avenue corridor,” said board mem-
ber John Celardo. “The Mediterra-
nean style of the Parkers’ addition
will certainly do so.”

Mr. Cummings suggested that the
mansard roof on Mr. Bailey’s drawing
be extended to give the building a more
uniform look from all angles.  Mr. Bailey
and Mr. Parker agreed to this change.

Traffic engineer Elizabeth Dolan
testified that she believes the addition
to K-9 Resorts would not impose any
negative impact on either the parking
situation at the property or to the flow
of traffic on South Avenue.

Ms. Dolan and her associates ob-
served the Parkers’ business on five
dates during the holiday season. At any
given time, there were no more than
three cars parked in the front lot, and the
average time spent in the lot was be-
tween two to five minutes, she said.

Even though K-9 anticipates the
hiring of an additional two to three
employees once the addition is com-
plete, Ms. Dolan said she sees no
reason why the rear parking area could
not accommodate the extra vehicles.

Several residents spoke in support
of the expansion.

“This is an outstanding facility,”
said Robin Musso of 75 Paterson Road.

“I am so grateful they’re here in
town,” added Christine Jenkinson of
154 Farley Avenue. “I don’t want to
leave my dog anywhere else.”

After hearing testimony, board
members expressed their opinions.

“The Parkers and their business are
a great asset to our community,” said
Mr. Celardo.

“It’s great to see such a success
story,” Mr. Cummings added. “The
Parkers should be commended for
their commitment to Fanwood.”

The board voted to approve K-9’s
application, with amendments.

The board approved the bulk vari-
ance applications of Nicholas Nitti,
Jr. of 39 St. John’s Place and Patricia
Plante of 22 Oakwood Court, both of
whom plan additions for their homes.

Board member Joseph Higgins re-
ported that a letter from Walter
Reinhard of 215 Midway Avenue re-
garding the North Midway Avenue
rezoning would be addressed at the
next borough council meeting.

The board will next meet on Mon-
day, March 19, to hear a development
and market analysis on the TDR pro-
gram.

to use the recreation commission as
‘point people’” to determine possible
improvements at Forest Road Park,
where the borough is considering in-
stalling an irrigation system.

The mayor asked the commission
to “bring users [of the park] together
over the next several meetings” to
help determine how the facility is
used and what the “needs” are, with
an eye toward possibly grouping po-
tential improvements together with
the irrigation project.

Recreation Director Bob Budiansky
reported that enrollment continues to
increase for classes and other activities
held at Forest Road Park for seniors.

Looking at the schedule for the
next two months, Mr. Budiansky said,
“I don’t think we’re going to have a
problem filling up those classes – the
problem is going to be wait-listing.”
Senior program offerings include Tai
Chi, chair yoga and line dancing.

The commission also discussed

plans for the upcoming Easter cel-
ebration at Forest Road Park on Sat-
urday, April 7; spring and summer
program schedules; improvements to
its website and ongoing efforts to
develop and distribute a recreation
program survey to residents.

At the start of the meeting, Mayor
Mahr swore in four new members of
the recreation commission – Robert
Degnan, Joan Kirner, Trish Nering
and Bruce Zakarin.

“Your interest is at a good time,”
Mayor Mahr said. She said the four
vacancies were created by recent res-
ignations and the death of longtime
commission member Dorris Terry (the
commission later voted to name a
LaGrande Park baseball diamond in
Ms. Terry’s honor).

The mayor said the commission has
had “problems with [members] not
making meetings.” As a result, the panel
wasn’t always able to get the required
quorum to hold official meetings.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

BOE Unveils Calendar

quire that the board win “second ques-
tions” requesting more funds by a
voter “super majority” of 60 percent.

Current operational expenses, such
as the football program, cannot be
included in second questions under
the new law, Mr. DelSordi said. Only
funds for new expenditures, such as
capital outlay and new staff posi-
tions, may be requested. And should
voters vote against the expenditure,
the board would not have recourse of
appeal to the municipalities for more
funds. Neither can it add the expendi-
ture later in the year, he said.

Mr. DelSordi said the board would
have to be very careful about its re-
quest. Second questions should be
“the last resort,” he said.

Cindy Clancy Warren of Scotch
Plains was one of three members of
the public who attended the meeting
with questions. She asked for more
information about how the property-
tax levy cap would affect programs
and whether the board had any idea
what could be cut.

Board member Donald Parisi said
that all budgets when first proposed
are later pared. The “actual impact
(of the cap) on programs is yet to be
determined,” he said.

John Kubie, who is running for a
Scotch Plains seat on the BOE, also
spoke. He asked what percentage the
new tax levy would increase over last
year. Mr. DelSordi said he didn’t have
an answer yet because he needed
Fanwood’s information.

Six of nine Scotch Plains-Fanwood
BOE members, Superintendent Mar-
garet Hayes and other administrative
staff joined Mr. DelSordi at the BOE’s
second budget workshop at Evergreen
Elementary School. Board President
Thomas Russo, Vice President Trip
Whitehouse and board member Craig
Nowlin were absent.

Tuesday’s meeting was to be the last
budget workshop prior to a board vote
on the tentative budget on Thursday,
March 8. However, the board decided
to add an extra budget workshop – on
Tuesday, March 6, at 7:30 p.m. at
Evergreen – to better understand the
budget in light of changes from Tren-
ton. The budget’s public hearing meet-
ing is Tuesday, March 27.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

BOE Budget

said Zach Lipshitz and Christopher
Sheil, 10-year-olds who play on the
south side Knights soccer team.

Mr. Poerio said the commission
would discuss public comments and
consider recommendations at its meet-
ing in two weeks. “The commission
will get back together and discuss the
public meeting and make a recom-
mendation of the process that stands.
Hopefully, with the help of the (town-
ship) council, we can have something
that can be done by 2008,” he said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Scotch Plains Council

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP Recreation
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FW Recreation Commission

WANTED

WANTED…For questioning concerning the offense of attempt to lure child into
car. Sex-male: Height-unknown: Hair-black: Race-white: Weight-unknown:
Eyes-brown: Age-17to21: Build-unknown: Complexion-light. On February 21,
2007 at approximately 4 p.m., a 12-year-old female reported the above suspect
verbally attempted to lure her into an older grey pickup truck with scratches on
the passenger side of the vehicle. If you have any information regarding the above
person, please contact the Fanwood Police Department at (908) 322-5000; Lt.
Richard Trigo at Ext. 11 7 or Det. Eugene Chin at Ext. 119.
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Runnells Deficit, Closing
Wheeler Top Budget Issues

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH – The potential clos-
ing of a county pool and a $3.5-
million deficit at Runnells Special-
ized Hospital were of most concern
to the county freeholders’ fiscal af-
fairs committee as the panel began
deliberations on a proposed $415-
million budget.

County Manager George Devanney
told the panel last Wednesday that the
county’s 3,000-person workforce
would drop by 50.

“This will be accomplished through
elimination of vacancies, early re-
tirement and attrition,” he said. He
said early retirements would save the
county $973,000.

Parks, Recreation and Facilities
Director Charles Sigmund said John
Russell Wheeler Pool, located in Lin-
den, is running a $50,000 deficit and
needs $600,000 in repairs, including
a new $250,000 pool liner.

Mr. Sigmund proposed
reconfiguring Wheeler into a water
park geared towards a younger popu-
lation. He said Wheeler users could
use the Walter Ulrich Memorial Pool
in Rahway.

Freeholder Angel Estrada said he
was concerned about the county start-
ing to “take away opportunities for
children.” He said the county should
promote the pool to area schools.

Freeholder Al Mirabella, commit-
tee chairman, said, “I want to see the
trend over the last five years.” He
asked Mr. Sigmund to submit specif-
ics on improvements needed, along
with usage numbers.

Mr. Sigmund said his department
requests a 3-percent budget increase
over last year to $23.9 million. He
requested an additional naturalist at
Trailside Nature and Science Center
in Mountainside and two maintenance
staff for the soon-to-open new juve-
nile detention center in Linden.

The director said 70 percent of the
$4.5-million revenue generated by
parks and recreation comes from the
county’s four public golf courses.

“We have agreed not to raise fees
for golf,” he said. “The trend (for
golfing) was a down one for the last
year and a half.”

County Manage George Devanney
asked Mr. Sigmund to consider in-
creasing the number of out-of-county
residents playing at Union County
courses. Those golfers are charged
twice as much as county residents.

Freeholder Dan Sullivan asked
what impact new parks – the Sevell
property in Scotch Plains, Esposito
and Hazelwood Park in Clark – would
have on the county budget.

“All the parks we are developing
are really neighborhood parks,” Mr.
Sigmund said, adding that nearby
municipalities could maintain the
parks.

He said Scotch Plains would main-
tain the Sevell property, while Spring-
field and Berkeley Heights have
agreed to do the same at county parks
in their towns.

In terms of capital requests, Fi-
nance Department Director Larry
Caroselli said department heads ini-
tially submitted a capital budget debt
of $46 million, which he said was
“totally unacceptable.” The debt was
reduced to $28 million.

Joseph Sharp, director of Runnells
Specialized Hospital, said a change
in how the county is reimbursed
through Medicare would generate an
additional $750,000 to $1 million.
Runnells currently receives $2 mil-
lion in Medicare funding.

Mr. Sharp said the hospital’s long-
care unit had a 91-percent occupancy
rate in 2006, a number he wants in-
creased to 95 percent.

Three hundred of Runnells’ 369 beds
are located in long-term care. The 44-
bed psychiatric unit had a 98-percent
occupancy, while the 25-bed rehabili-
tation wing was 80 percent full.

Mr. Sharp recommended the hos-
pital utilize electronic media to pro-
mote the hospital, as well as work
with surrounding hospitals and as-
sisted-living facilities, to increase the
long-term care occupancy rate.

“This is a really quality institution.
We just need to do a better job at
letting people know about it,” Mr.
Sullivan said.

Freeholder Chairwoman Bette Jane
Kowalski called Runnells “one of our
hidden jewels.”

Dennis Kobitz of the county’s elec-
tion board said the county’s 500 vot-
ing machines would be retrofitted to
produce a “paper trail” at cost of
$2,000 per machine. The state will
pay the $1-million cost.

The election board’s budget request
for 2007 is $2.72 million, compared
to $2.62 million in 2006.

Al Faella, director of economic
development, said the county would
save $20,000 on cell-phone usage
through an agreement with Verizon.
His department seeks a $284,848
budget increase to $4,769,569.

He said information technology and
website coordination are among
shared services that would be “the
easiest” shared services the county
could offer municipalities.

Mr. Devanney announced the
county has received a three-year,
$300,000 state grant to generate
shared-services programs. He said
the county would offer Berkeley
Heights e-mail and webpage hosting
services as part of a pilot program
that would save the township $50,000
annually while the county would re-
ceive a service fee.

County Counsel Robert Barry’s
proposed budget is down $622,2898
to $1,752,881. Last year, the office
handled more than 175 tort claims
and 55 lawsuits and helped settle eight
suits against the county.

Joseph Graziano, director of engi-
neering and public works, trimmed
his initial capital request from $16 to
$8.1 million. Fourteen million dol-
lars is planned for road improvements,
with another $6.5 million for bridge
enhancements. Mr. Graziano said the
dredging project at Echo Lake, cur-
rently drained, should be completed
by the end of the year.

The department’s operating bud-
get has increased almost $500,000 to
$2.8 million.

County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi re-
quested $80,000 in her budget for a
sheriff’s officer at the Westfield clerk’s
office annex during the three week-
nights it is open. Her operating bud-
get is up $207,000 to $2.1 million.

Scotch Plains Residents
Graduate PD Academy

AREA – Two Scotch Plains resi-
dents have completed their 22-week
intensive training at the Essex County
College (ECC) Police Academy in
Cedar Grove.

Cameron Cox has joined the
Rutgers University Police Depart-
ment, while Sean Pfeifer is now a
member of the NJ Transit Police De-
partment.

Fifty-one new officers, represent-
ing a number of local police depart-
ments and regional law enforcement
agencies, graduated from the acad-
emy on February 15.

ECC has operated the academy
since 1999. In addition to training
new officers, the academy offers con-
tinuing-education courses for law-
enforcement personnel.

Thomas Snyder Receives
State Bar Service Award

Scutari), which adds new causes of
action for divorce based on irrecon-
cilable differences and S-1087 (Sen.

Vitale), which permits
adopted persons and cer-
tain others access to the
adopted person’s birth cer-
tificate and other related
information.

On both bills, Mr. Snyder
met with numerous legisla-
tors, attended meetings in
Trenton and throughout the

state on behalf of the NJSBA, and
was involved in numerous and lengthy
conference calls with various groups,
including the Governor’s counsel.

S-1467 was signed into law on
January 20. The NJSBA is actively
working to defeat S-1087. Mr. Snyder
was the spokesperson for the NJSBA
on WWRL-NY1600 A.M. debating
Pam Hasagawa, an adult adoptee.
He participated in the taping of NJN’s
“Due Process” on S-1087.

The annual Distinguished Legisla-
tive Service Award is given to those
NJSBA members who have made sig-
nificant and outstanding contributions
to promoting the association’s legis-
lative interests, historic mission and
the public good.

An NJSBA member since 1993,
Mr. Snyder is on the Executive Com-
mittee of the Family Law Section. He
is a member of the Morris County Bar
Association and volunteers as an at-
torney for the Jersey Battered
Women’s Service.

Mr. Snyder graduated with honors
from Seton Hall University School of
Law, and is also admitted to practice
before the U.S. District Court, Dis-
trict of New Jersey.

The New Jersey State Bar Asso-
ciation, incorporated in 1899, is
dedicated to the continuing educa-
tion of lawyers and the public, to
reforming and improving the legal
system and to aiding in the admin-
istration of justice. For more infor-
mation, visit the association’s
website at njsba.com.

Tom Snyder

NEW BRUNSWICK — Thomas
Snyder, a Westfield resident and part-
ner with the law firm of Einhorn,
Harris, Ascher, Barbarito,
Frost and Ironson in
Denville, was honored with
the New Jersey State Bar
Association’s (NJSBA) Dis-
tinguished Legislative Ser-
vice Award at a ceremony at
the NJ Law Center on Febru-
ary 23.

He received this award
for his work on two bills of impor-
tance to the NJSBA, S-1467 (Sen.

UC Division on Aging
Offers Outreach Events

COUNTY – The Union County
Department of Human Services, Di-
vision on Aging, will bring its Out-
reach Services Program for senior
adults to area residents in March.

Division on Aging staff will as-
sist seniors with information and
help in applying for government
assistance programs including gas
and electric support (LIFE LINE),
pharmaceutical assistance (PAAD)
and home-energy assistance
(HEAP). They will screen for
Supplemental Security Income
(SSI) eligibility and will provide
information about the Senior Health
Insurance Program (SHIP).

The Outreach Services Program
will visit the following locations:

Tuesday, March 6, 1 to 2:30 p.m.,
Plainfield Towers, 601 West 7th Street,
Plainfield.

Thursday, March 8, 1 to 2 p.m.,
Elizabeth Center Apartments, 815
Pearl Street, Elizabeth. Bi-lingual
staff will be present.

Sunday, March 25, noon to 1 p.m.,
Grace Lutheran Church, 2222
Vauxhall Road, Union.

Wednesday, March 28, 11 a.m. to
noon, Murawski Towers, 1551 Dill
Avenue, Linden.

For more information, call the di-
vision at 1-888-280-8226.

Managing Multiple Demands ~
Advice for the Sandwich Generation

Monday, March 12th at 6:30 PM

If this describes you then we invite you to join us for some
invaluable information. Keynote speaker, Carlton Annis,
CPA, Register Guardian and Partner of The Stirling Care
Group will provide tips which will help you to:

• talk to your aging parents without meeting resistance,

• work through family dynamics, and

• reduce caregiver strain.

Take the night off and join us for an evening out!

Seating is limited and registration is strongly
recommended. Please call (908) 580-3800 to guarantee
your seat today.

This seminar will be held in the Community Center of
Fellowship Village, 8000 Fellowship Road, Basking Ridge.
Light refreshments will be served.

Fellowship Village is a Continuing Care Retirement
Community located in the rolling hills of Bernards
Township. If you are interested in more information
on this and/or other upcoming special events, please
visit us on the web at www.fellowshipvillage.org or
call 908-580-3800.

Paid Bulletin Board

Police Academy Offers
Alternate Route Program

SCOTCH PLAINS – Union County
Prosecutor Theodore Romankow has
announced that the John H. Stamler
Police Academy will offer the “alter-
nate-route” basic police program in
the next police recruit class begin-
ning around July 20. Applicants must
be between the ages of 18 to 35.

He said a goal is “to create a pool of
trained officers who could then be
hired by local police departments,
sparing municipalities the costs asso-
ciated with training a police officer.”

Union County Police Chief William
Dowd, president of the Union County
Police Chiefs Association, said gradu-
ates are “in excellent position to ob-
tain jobs in law enforcement.”

Candidates completing a written
examination and review process be-
come part of the academy’s regular
police training class.

Academy Director Anthony Parenti
said alternate-route recruits receive
the same instruction as regular police
cadets during the 20-week session.

Training courses include firearms,

weapons of mass destruction, terror-
ism, use of force, court procedures,
crime prevention, community relations,
juvenile crime, domestic violence, the
state criminal code, drug enforcement,
crash injury management, crime-scene
management and constitutional law.

Alternate-route candidates must
have a minimum of 60 college cred-
its. They are not guaranteed a posi-
tion but will have met all state re-
quirements necessary to become po-
lice officers. They can receive 12
credits if they enroll at Union County
College. Tuition is $1,270 and hard-
ship cases may be given a year to pay.

Mr. Romankow said, “195 people
have participated in the program since
its inception, and so far we have an
excellent placement rate.”

Applications may pick up starting
March 1 at the academy, located at
1776 Raritan Road in Scotch Plains.
Applications must be returned by 1
p.m. on Friday, March 30.

For further information, contact Mr.
Parenti at (908) 889-6112.

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HAPPY BIRTHDAY, MR. ASSEMBLYMAN...Attendees at a breakfast meeting
to informally discuss government issues included more than 60 citizens, mayors,
councilpersons, Sen. Tom Kean, Jr. and Congressman Mike Ferguson on Febru-
ary 24 at the Westfield Municipal Building. Above, Assemblyman Jon Bramnick
(LD-21), who sponsored the affair, is surprised with a birthday cake. For more
information, see goleader.com/photos.
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You’re just a few days away 
from getting Così

Hospital Agrees to Reduce
Bill for 2 Inmates to $254,726

By STEVEN REILLY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY — The Union County
freeholders discussed a range of issues
at their February 22 public meeting,
among which was the ongoing inquiry
of a deed service fee a private company
has charged county residents who use
the company to obtain a deed copy.

Union County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi
called fees charged by National Deed
Service Inc. of Washington D.C. “price
gouging” and said that residents can
easily get a copy of their home deeds
over the county’s website.

“I think the residents should be
aware of the services that are already
offered to them by the clerk’s office,”
Ms. Rajoppi told the freeholder board.

National Deed Service, Inc. sent a
letter to area property owners last
month offering to get a certified copy
of property deeds from the county for
a fee of $79.50. Ms. Rajoppi stated in
the past that the clerk’s office charges
$8 for the first page and $2 for each
additional page. The first page of a
deed can be accessed on the clerk’s
website at clerk.ucnj.org for free.

Ms. Rajoppi noted that most prop-
erty owners have copies of their deeds
along with bank records and said most
real estate transactions include the
cost of the deed service.

She said the service and fees charged
by NDS do not break any laws but that
the Union County Prosecutor’s office is
looking into the company’s services.

Union County Finance Director
Lawrence Caroselli asked the board
to approve a $254,726 payment to St.
Michael’s Medical Center in Newark
for the emergency medical treatments
of two inmates at the county jail.

According to Mr. Caroselli, the in-
mates were taken to the medical cen-
ter on unrelated heart problems. Both
inmates underwent treatment at the
Newark hospital and incurred a cost
of more than $400,000.

Mr. Caroselli told the freeholders
that St. Michael’s has agreed to ac-
cept a reduced payment of $254,726
on the condition that the payment be
made within the next week.

During the public comment session
of the meeting, Cranford resident Tina

Renna, president of the Union County
Watchdog Association, raised two is-
sues to the freeholders. Ms. Renna
criticized the cost of automobile insur-
ance paid by the county, which totaled
$984,654 for 2007-2008.

She said residents “cannot afford”
to continue to pay for “freeholder
perks” such as the insurance, residen-
tial Internet service and Blackberries.

She expressed interest in a pro-
posed county study that would cat-
egorize the amount of services a mu-
nicipality receives from the county as
compared to the total amount of prop-
erty taxes paid by homeowners.

Travelers Should Apply
Early for Passports

WESTFIELD – Union County Clerk
Joanne Rajoppi reminded residents to
apply for passports at least 11 weeks
before travel to avoid complications.

She said that “because of the new
federal passport regulations, the de-
mand for new documents has created a
slower response time from the federal
passport agency...Even the more ex-
pensive expedited delivery option can
take four weeks for delivery.”

Passport forms are available at the
clerk’s main office in the Union
County Courthouse at 2 Broad Street
in Elizabeth or at the annex at 300
North Avenue East in Westfield. Ap-
plications can be found online at
ucnj.org/ctyclerk/passport.html.

New regulations stipulate that a pass-
port is required for all air and sea travel
to or from the United States. By Janu-
ary 1, 2008, a passport will be required
for all air, sea and land border cross-
ings in the Western Hemisphere.

For domestic travel, teenagers over
13 and adults without a driver’s license
can obtain a photo-identification card
at the clerk’s office with an original
birth certificate and proof of residency.

The Westfield annex is open from 8
a.m. to 7:30 p.m. Tuesday through
Thursday and from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. on
Mondays and Fridays. The phone num-
ber is (908) 654-9859. The Elizabeth
office is open from 7:30 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. Monday through Friday and can
be reached at (908) 527-4966.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Legislators Differ
On $33.3 Billion Budget

Governor Jon Corzine last Thurs-
day unveiled his proposed $33.29-
billion state budget, which represents
a 7.2-percent increase in spending
over last year. The following are com-
ments from legislators on both sides
of the political aisle:

Senate President Richard Codey
(D): “For the State of New Jersey, this
year’s budget proposal is definitely
good news. No new tax increases;
substantial property-tax relief and in-
creased aid for schools and towns
will go a long way towards easing the
burden that has accumulated on the
backs of our hardworking families.
The governor’s proposal is both re-
sponsible and sensible.”

Senator Tom Kean, Jr., (R,
Westfield): (on school-aid figures)
“Governor Jon Corzine’s budget pro-
posal continues the erroneous poli-
cies of the past five years. His pro-
posal calls for a 7-percent spending
increase in state spending, but many
districts will be getting increases of
less than 4 percent. The five-year
school-aid freeze has helped fuel es-
calating property tax bills.”

Assembly Majority Leader Bonnie
Watson Coleman (D): “This budget
contains record levels of property-
tax relief for New Jersey homeowners.
It’s a budget that contains no new tax
increases for the first time in five
years. It’s a budget that provides the
largest school-aid increase since
2001…What’s not to like about a
budget that avoids tax increases and
provides record levels of property tax
relief?”

Assembly Republican Leader Alex
DeCroce: “The governor claims this
is a ‘property-tax relief budget.’ I
have always believed that if some-
thing sounds too good to be true, then
it usually is. This budget is no excep-
tion. It fails to address the concerns of
New Jersey families and senior citi-
zens. It does nothing to make New
Jersey an affordable place to live for
middle class families.”

Union County GOP
Holds Lincoln Reception

The Union County Republican
Committee held its annual Lincoln
Reception last Thursday at the

Kenilworth Inn. GOP Chairman and
former Cranford Mayor Phil Morin
said he expects a low vote turnout this
year – around 80,000 in the county.
“We have some great opportunities
around the county (in 2007),” Mr.
Morin said. He compared this year to
2003, when he said no freeholder
captured more than 50 percent of the
total votes cast. “When you look at
the numbers, we really can do it in
2007,” he said.

Egg Harbor Mayor
Replaces Gormley

Egg Harbor Township Mayor James
“Sonny” McCullough has been sworn
into to replace William Gormley in the
State Senate, representing the second
district in Atlantic County. He de-
feated Assemblyman Frank Blee, who
was supported by Mr. Gormley, in a
special convention. Mr. Blee has an-
nounced he will not seek an eighth
term in the Assembly. Rep. Frank
LoBiondo supported Mr. McCullough.

Ewing Township Settles
Lawsuit of Sale of Lien

The Ewing Township Council has
approved a $40,000 payment to settle
a lawsuit after the township mistak-
enly sold a tax lien on Trenton Mercer
Airport property that it did not have
the authority to sell because it was
owned by Mercer County, according
to The Times of Trenton.

Board Suspends
Ex- Mayor’s Benefits

The New Jersey Public Employees
Retirement System board suspended
the pension and health benefits of
former Brick Township Mayor Jo-
seph Scarpelli following his recent
resignation and guilty plea to accept-
ing $5,000 in bribes for building pro-
posals. Mr. Scarpelli faces a maxi-
mum penalty of 20 years in jail and a
$250,000 fine when he is sentenced
on Tuesday, May 29.

Convicted Jersey City
Mayor to Run for BOE

Former Jersey City Mayor Gerald
McCann, who was jailed for bank
fraud and tax evasion, has filed as a
candidate for the city’s board of edu-
cation, according to The Jersey City
Journal. The paper reported that Mr.
McCann has vowed to be an “inde-
pendent watchdog for the children of
Jersey City.”

Organization and club leaders:
Check and update your organization’s information at
goleader.com/organizations. A directory of all current
information will appear in 2007’s This Is Westfield edition
this spring. Spread the word!

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FIGHTING FAMINE...Ten area churches sponsored their 16th annual 30-Hour
Famine last weekend. Teenagers who participated sacrificed food in solidarity
with the conditions the world’s poorest people experience every day. Above, a
group performs a demonstration in front of participants.

Chief Dowd Addresses
Westfield Old Guard

WESTFIELD – Kenilworth Police
Chief William Dowd was the guest
speaker February 22 at the weekly
meeting of the Old Guard of the
Westfield Area. Chief Dowd also is
president of the Union County Police
Chiefs Association.

The chief discussed how police
departments today are electronically

interconnected with each other as well
as with the Union County Prosecutor’s
Office, the New Jersey State Police
and the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion.

Instantaneous information can now
be sent to an officer in a police car at
the scene of an accident or crime
scene investigation.

The Old Guard is comprised of
retired men who meet at 9 a.m. each
Thursday at the Westfield Area “Y,”
located at 220 Clark Street in
Westfield, with a presenter at each
meeting.

Retirees from the Westfield area
and surrounding towns are invited to
join the organization. Anyone inter-
ested in becoming a member is asked
to call Jack McHugh at (908) 233-
1539 or Walter Halpin at (908) 889-
2074.

GUEST SPEAKER…Kenilworth Po-
lice Chief William Dowd tells the Old
Guard of the Westfield Area about
modern police work during the group’s
weekly meeting on February 22 at the
Westfield Area “Y.” Chief Dowd also is
president of the Union County Police
Chiefs Association.

Mascolo of Westfield
Forms Law Firm

WESTFIELD — Jay Mascolo, a
resident of Westfield, recently formed
the law firm of Rebenack, Aronow
and Mascolo. The firm, located in
New Brunswick, provides services
for personal injury litigation, small
business consulting, construction liti-
gation, wills and estates, real estate
transactions, family law and munici-
pal court.

Mr. Mascolo had previously been
with the law firm of Hoagland,
Longo in New Brunswick and is
certified by the Supreme Court of
New Jersey as a Civil Trial Attor-
ney.

Mr. Mascolo can be contacted at (732)
247-3600 or jmascolo@ramlawnj.com.

Reading is good for you!

goleader.com/subscribe
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Scotch Hills’ Financial Numbers
Important as Part of Budget Process

Concerning Dogs Downtown, Should
We Likewise Ban all Children?

Watchdog Association is Not
Affiliated With Any Political Party

If Team Never Wins, WF Wrestling
Still Has Value Because It’s Open to All

Letters to the Editor

In response to Karen Perialis’s letter
last week concerning dog in the down-
town area, I would like to start by saying
that there are no bad dogs – only bad dog
owners. As such, I would hate to see those
of us who are conscientious dog owners
to pay a price for those who are not.

Should we likewise ban all children
from restaurants, churches and other es-
tablishments where a child’s behavior
might possibly disrupt others’ peaceful
enjoyment of their time? Of course not.

I fear that Ms. Perialis would readily
throw the baby out with the bathwater,
(pardon the pun) and punish everyone for
the poor behavior of a few misguided dog
owners. Rather than promote any legal
remedy, why not solicit proprietors to put
up “no dogs allowed” signs and let them
decide the issue for themselves. To van-
quish all dogs from downtown would be

too severe a reaction to something that
should not be a problem in the first place.

As far as ways to prevent unwanted
advances from dogs, the best defense is
always a good offense. Speaking up and
letting the dog owners know in advance
that they should keep the dog at a distance
should work with most dog owners. Pas-
sive, then aggressive behavior only leads
to confusion.

Since letting people come close to a
child poses as much, if not more, of a
health risk to a child, perhaps the same
tactic should be used with overzealous
cheek pinchers as well.

Just as there are parents who show no
regards for others when it comes to their
children’s behavior, there will be dog own-
ers that are similarly callous. That’s life.

Kerry Mooney
Westfield

The February 15, 2007, edition of [The
Westfield Leader] contained an article by
Bruce Johnson on the Westfield wres-
tling program. While Mr. Johnson did an
admirable job recounting the history of
the program, he did a tremendous disser-
vice to the children of this community
when he contended “Westfield kids of the
21st century aren’t quite as willing to
make the needed sacrifices like the kids
did back when WHS was a high school
powerhouse.”

As an initial matter, Mr. Johnson’s
obsession with matches won, win- loss
records and standings is exactly the sort
of “all that matters is winning” attitude,
which has caused so much damage to
children’s sports. In addition, he over-
looks the tremendous handwork and dedi-
cation of the coaches, students and par-
ents who support the program at all levels
from kindergarten through high school.

What is more troubling, however, is by
focusing on medals won, he ignores the
essential spirit of the program. If the team

never wins a match, the wrestling pro-
gram has value because it’s open to all.
You can’t be a defensive tackle if you
weigh 100 lbs, you cant be a star forward
if your five foot four, you cant be on the
golf team if you cant afford the clubs or
the green fees but all you need to wrestle
is the desire to do your best. A young man
who wrestles may never pin his opponent
but he will learn to shake his hand, thank
the referee and do his best to get up when
he is down. He can’t blame his teammates
for his mistakes, call a time-out to plan his
next move, or throw a spitball or a temper
tantrum. Rather than criticize the team, I
suggest Mr. Johnson urge them to take a
bow, there are no losers in wrestling-the
worst you can do is come in second and
like the number two rent a car company,
which “tried harder,” the sport teaches
the importance of effort, a lesson Mr.
Johnson has chosen to overlook.

Kate Pindilli
Westfield

A recent news article caught my eye
and should be brought to the attention of
all county residents. It described how
Union County freeholders are refusing to
allow a blogger to video record budget
hearings. This so-called “blogger” is a
member of the Union County Watchdog
Association, and is requesting legitimate
access to budget information for citizens,
especially those who pay county taxes.

Remarks by freeholders and their sup-
porters infer that the Union County Watch-
dog Association is an arm of the Repub-
lican Party. Nothing could be further from
the truth. My husband and I are registered
Democrats (ashamed of the waste and
abuse within the local Democratic party).
Because of our Peace and Justice work,
we have very strong feelings against any
party that is pro-war or not committed to
a just system for all. There you have it,
both major parties have their demons that
citizens must monitor.

The Union County Watchdog Asso-
ciation is a large bipartisan group of com-
mitted citizens. It is supported by mem-
bers’ free-will donations and not any party.
In Union County, if the local Democratic
operatives thought they could buy out the
Watchdog Association and manipulate
information, they would.

Sebastian D’Elia, county spokesman,
is the freeholder board’s version of keep-
ing voters informed. His taxpayer-funded
salary is more than a 1,000 percent higher
than the donations collected from citizen
members of UCWA who want to be in-
formed.

My husband and I are proud supporters
of the website for this citizens’ Watchdog
group at: unioncountywatchdog.org. I
encourage your readers to check the
website and find out what’s going on with
our tax money.

Arlene Murphy
Roselle

Watchdog Assoc. President Says
Freeholder Misquoted Her

Who Are these Paraprofessionals
Serving in the Westfield Schools?

In her closing comments during the last
freeholder meeting, Freeholder Chair-
woman Bette Jane Kowalski remarked
that she took notes of a comment I made
during a meeting in the past and accused
me of having stated “I’m going to bring
you down.” She then went on to accuse
me of practicing partisan politics.

Freeholder Kowalski misquoted me.
Given the county’s recent public rela-
tions push to discredit the work of the
Union County Watchdog Association by
labeling our work as being political and
carried out by just myself, and since the
public isn’t allowed to defend themselves
from closing comments made by a free-
holder, I am compelled to write the local
newspapers to clarify what I said.

Here were my comments as were re-
ported in The Westfield Leader on No-
vember 15, 2006.

“During the public part of the meeting,
Cranford resident Tina Renna, president
of the Union County Watchdog Associa-
tion, commented on the recent Union
County freeholder campaign, which was
won by incumbents Mr. Mirabella,
Deborah Scanlon and Chester Holmes.

“For the past four years I have been
paying attention, you [have been] elected

by the same margins. This isn’t because
the majority of Union County residents are
voting for you, it is because the majority of
Union County residents aren’t voting,’
Mrs. Renna said in a prepared statement.

“She referenced the Democratic free-
holders ‘longstanding practice of spend-
ing upwards of $250,000 [from taxes] on
supporting incumbent freeholders right
before the election. This comes in the
form of mailers and commercials.’

“She said that money could have been
better spent helping an organization like
the Elizabeth Coalition to House the
Homeless.

“‘I have made it my mission to make
sure that your regime goes down in his-
tory with the likes of (former 30-year
Jersey City mayor) Frank Hague,’ Mrs.
Renna said, drawing laughter from a num-
ber of freeholders…..’”

I hope Freeholder Kowalski took better
notes of my comments that evening. Par-
ticularly the part about the freeholders using
tax dollars to promote their campaigns.

Freeholder Kowalski is up for re-elec-
tion this year . She can stop this abuse of
the public trust. She can “Bring it down.”

Tina Renna, Cranford
Union County Watchdog Assoc.

Regarding the February 15 edition of
The Westfield Leader and The Times on
special ed costs and paraprofessionals,
we thank Mr. Kozlik and Mr. Foley for
acknowledging the vital role played by
paraprofessionals.

Although our numbers are growing,
we remain for many people an unknown
quantity. There are those who might ask
what duties, exactly, do paraprofession-
als perform? What real impact does such
a person have upon the educational future
of our special students? Is a paraprofes-
sional of real value to our children, or
merely a luxury we can do without?

May we introduce ourselves?
Whether assisting in the classroom or

monitoring the WHS campus, we care
and are meticulously careful with your
sons and daughters. We are the eyes and
the ears for both teachers, and you, the
parents. We are experienced, educated
individuals who love working with chil-
dren of all shapes, sizes and learning
abilities. We have compassion, and we
have a wellspring of patience.

These qualities are prerequisites for
the work we do. We marvel at your child’s

breakthroughs, big and small. We wit-
ness the improbable, and yes, the miracles,
everyday, and we are overjoyed. Our ex-
perience guides us through un-chartered
waters. We confront disabilities and be-
haviors such as autism, PDD, depression,
ADD, ADHD, anxiety, and anger man-
agement. We work with teachers to imple-
ment goals and instructional strategies,
conduct behavioral interventions, and
assist with the development of material
for these strategies. We record data and
facilitate transitions. We are very dedi-
cated and we are very, very, busy.

There is a place for each of us in this
complicated world of ours, but some of us
need help reading the map that can lead us
to where we belong. That’s what we para-
professionals do — provide that extra
push, that unique zone of comfort and
impetus, that a special child may need to
be catapulted to the stars.

We are not faceless numbers in a bud-
get. We are a valuable asset to the commu-
nity, your community, my community.

Gretchen Dziedic, Pat Doyle,
Nina Savignano

Westfield Paraprofessionals

If I knew that asking for such basic
accounting information, (a monthly analy-
sis on revenues and expenses) relating to
Scotch Hills Country Club and the mini-
golf course would have caused such an
uproar from Mayor Marks, Deputy Mayor
Coronato and Councilwoman Malool, I
still would have asked for it. I did it for the
following reasons, first, as citizens you
should know how your tax dollars are
being spent, and secondly, the reports
Councilman Jeff Strauss and I are re-
questing would be a valuable manage-
ment tool to those overseeing these op-
erations on our behalf.

As a councilman, the mayor and I along
with my fellow council members have the
duty to review and enact the proposed
2007 township budget that was prepared
by Township Manager Tom Atkins. In
order to fulfill my duties, I asked Mr.
Atkins for financial information relating
to these two significant township activi-
ties, the new mini-golf course and Scotch
Hills Country Club. Specifically, I wanted
to review their operating budgets, rev-
enues and expenses, which should in-
clude as it relates to the mini-golf course,
the amortized construction cost of the
facility, interest on the bond, personnel
related costs, utility costs, insurance pre-
miums, security, ongoing maintenance,
etc. Similarly, I was asking to see the
revenue side vs. the operating expenses
for the golf course. Recognizing that we
have a professional CFO in our employ
and that all expenses for these operations
passes through our accounting systems, I
expected that this management report
would not be burdensome to produce; in
fact, I would have expected one to exist.

Instead of providing the information,
Mr. Atkins asked the mayor and council
to decide if he should. I was amazed that
Mayor Marks, Deputy Mayor Coronato
and Councilwoman Malool all raised
objections.

We have repeatedly heard from them
that the mini-golf course would generate
and contribute $100,000 annually and
was a “creative” way to ease the tax
burden on our citizens. I am skeptical of
this amount because when I asked if this
amount included operating cost I was
told, to my astonishment, that it did not.
By anyone’s accounting rules this would
qualify as “fuzzy math.” Wouldn’t we all
like to run a business that only showed
revenues? Furthermore, Mr. Atkins has
now informed me that the revenue to be
included in the budget for the mini-golf
course would be substantially below the
original projection.

Many of you shared with me during the
last campaign that we needed to bring the
kind of financial disciplines that are ex-
pected of you at work, and of course, disci-
plines that you put to use at home as well. As
councilman, I plan to make that happen.

I ask you, my fellow citizens, how can
we expect to do our jobs well, manage our
township’s resources efficiently in an ef-
fort to stabilize taxes, if we are prevented
from seeing basic financial information.
The bottom line is monthly financial op-
erating reports for these areas should be
made available. Or to put it another way,
in the words of Jerry Maguire, “Show me
the money!”

Kevin Glover
Councilman Scotch Plains

Letters to the Editor

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Triddler – A species of sandpiper
2. Pistareen – Concerned with petty

affairs
3. Lallation – Imperfect pronunciation

of the letter “R” making it sound like “L”
4. Miniate – To paint with red lead

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

SAGENE
1. Wise; intelligent
2. A fish net
3. Refined; reserved
4. Of or like an arrow or arrowhead

ASTRAGALUS
1. Faulty secretion by the sebaceous

glands
2. The anklebone
3. The act of binding fast, or confining
4. Relating to the genesis or evolution

of the stars
DEXIOTROPIC

1. Having whorls that rise to the apex in
counterclockwise spirals

2. Readiness of mind in managing op-
erations; mental adroitness

3. Turning or turned to the right
4. Pertaining to the east coast of a

country, continent or large island
PERKIN

1. A kind of weak cider
2. A closely woven cotton cloth, used

for sheets
3. The common European partridge
4. An expert; specifically, a skilled

theologian used as a consultant

Thank You for Helping
For ‘Caring’ Program

On behalf of the local assistance board
and myself, a sincere “thank you” is ex-
pressed to all who participated in our
holiday “Caring and Sharing” program.
Because of your generosity, approxi-
mately 1,140 Westfield men, women and
children were assisted. Thanks to you,
their holidays were made brighter and
filled their hearts with hope for the new
year ahead.

Also, the generous donations received
by the Caring Neighbor Fund will enable
us to continue this caring and sharing
initiative throughout this year. Again,
thank you all.

Lillian Corsi
Westfield

WF Schools Closed on Account
Of Snow? What Snow?

When does a snow day barely qualify as a snow
day? When Westfield students get a gift of a day off,
as happened on Monday when schools were closed
due to a snowstorm that failed to live up to its
advance billing.

The decision to shut down was made on Sunday
night, a few hours after the first flakes had begun
falling. The snow piled quickly to an inch or so by
about 9 p.m., but that seemed to be the peak of the
storm’s intensity. By 11 p.m., the storm seemed
pretty much over; even that night’s Academy Awards
ceremony lasted longer.

By daybreak on Monday, most streets were pass-
able, with the major roadways merely wet. The crusty
inch or so of snow was easily removed from cars,
sidewalks and driveways – unlike the case two weeks
ago, when similar precipitation was accompanied by
sub-freezing temperatures and howling winds.

Did Westfield school officials jump the gun this

week? Most other area schools delayed their open-
ings on Monday morning. Perhaps Westfield was
being over cautious. By being so, many people were
confused and a little critical.

For most of the day on Sunday, the weather fore-
casts we heard varied greatly – from one or two
inches of snow to a wintry mix similar to the
Valentine’s Day storm to as much as five or six
inches of the white stuff.

When even the weather professionals can’t agree
on what to expect, perhaps it’s best for school
officials to wait and see what actually transpires
before making a call on whether to close the schools.
The Sunday-night school-closing decision meant
that parents who work had to scramble to find
childcare for the younger students or decide whether
they should skip work to stay home with their kids.

All kids dream of snow days, and we wouldn’t
want education to exceed 180 days.

Man’s Best Friends
Pawing Downtown

I felt it was appropriate to respond to
Karen Perialis’s letter to the editor last
week after reading how distraught she
was with dogs in town. I would first like
to let her know that I currently do not own
a dog myself, had two dogs while grow-
ing up, and had eight stitches in my face
from a childhood dog bite. I also have
three young children with my twins still
utilizing a stroller as well.

Dogs are man’s best friends. Why,
because they provide companionship,
security, specialized capabilities and so
much more to humanity. I wonder if you,
Ms. Perialis, have ever spent any time
living in any city, especially New York
City, as a local example. The concentra-
tion of dogs on the street occurs much
more frequently than in downtown
Westfield. Do you feel you have the right
to levy societal change now to the
downtown’s public sidewalks and streets
just out of personal need and distaste
because you now have a young child
yourself?

Your so-called “doggy etiquette” re-
ally only need of kindly reminding people
to keep their dog on a tight leash and
properly cleaning up and disposing of
their dog’s fecal matter. Whether you
walk your 18-month-old daughter here or
in New York City, one of the world’s
greatest cities, it won’t make a difference.
And if this is your attitude, do not bother
teaching your daughter about how dogs
have been one of the greatest weapons
against sniffing out terrorist bombs, drugs
and finding people in avalanches and all
sorts of wreckage.

Don’t worry though, Westfielders usu-
ally forgive overly cautious, possibly first-
time parents and hope they learn our
Westfield etiquette for trying to share our
town in harmony while simultaneously
treading through the sanity of protective
parenthood.

However, don’t fret. I will agree with
you, Ms. Perialis, that shop owners do
need to step up to the plate and be proac-
tive in their shop’s proprietorship. Le-
gally, the only dogs that are allowed ac-
cess to all shops and restaurants are certi-
fied service dogs. For Ms. Perialis’s edi-
fication, certified service dogs go way
beyond seeing eye dogs to include service
and alerting dogs for people who are deaf,
handicapped, have seizures, or diabetes
to name a few. Restaurants are violating
their health codes if a dog is inside and
may be if on the outside. Shops, espe-
cially clothing stores, should have the
common decency to reject dogs from
entering given that any clothing or dis-
plays the dog rubs up against may cause
an allergic reaction for some unassuming
patron afterwards. Some chain stores may
even have corporate policies against dogs
in their stores and are just not being en-
forced locally.

This is each person’s bone to pick
should they decide to act out of medical
concern, frustration, or fear; not future
local town ordinances in the making.
Muzzle It.

Aaron Turnof
Westfield

New Orleans Rebuilds
History from Remains
About a week ago, my little girl was

enjoying Miss Annie’s homemade grits
at the Creole Gardens Bed and Breakfast
while making plans for her first day in
New Orleans during Mardi Gras. Later
that night, I would help her catch her first
set of beads and see dozens of floats with
hundreds of elaborately costumed riders
and countless marching bands.

Less than six miles away in the 9th
Ward, there is an extremely different view.
There are no beautiful courtyards like the
one at our hotel. Indeed, even the street
signs had been blown away, making it a
bit tricky to find my way to the Musi-
cians’ Village — a Habitat for Humanity
project to build over 70 homes for dis-
placed New Orleans musicians.

After seeing nothing but the rotting
remains of destroyed homes, it became
clear that the few hundred nails I planned
on hammering were not going to change
the world or even make a noticeable dif-
ference. I decided to stay and got a crash
course in shingling and hammering.

Nearly 800,000 people visited New
Orleans during Mardi Gras. If every visi-
tor spent one day helping to rebuild the
city, more than 2,000 new homes could be
built — enough to house every family
with a child in Westfield High School.

By day’s end, the roof was complete.
My few hundred nails were gone. While
they did not change the world, they joined
with nails from five other people to add
another dry roof to the city. At some
point, a musician and his family will
return to New Orleans to live in the home.
He will repay Habitat the construction
costs through a no-interest mortgage and
350 hours of service.

Unlike many of the volunteers, I did
not return for a second day. I turned my
attention to leaving a few hundred tour-
ism dollars in the hands of restaurant
owners, cab drivers and perhaps a bar-
tender or two.

I spent Mardi Gras catching beads with
my family. I saw large crowds enjoying
themselves on the same streets that were
the scenes of misery and suffering not that
long ago. I never saw a single incident of
crime or felt unsafe in any way.

New Orleans is rebuilding. It is an
historic effort in one of America’s most
historic cities. It is all taking place right
now. Be a part of it. Visit New Orleans
and have a great time. Bring home lots of
beads and leave lots of nails.

Michael Connolly
Westfield

Westfield Optimists Seek BASH Help
Now that the holidays have passed and

college applications have been launched,
thoughts turn to the balance of the school
year and its culmination – graduation.
Plans are well underway for an exciting,
all-night graduation party for the senior
class on graduation day, June 20.

This year will be the 19th anniversary
of the Westfield Optimist Club “Project
Graduation” BASH, a high school tradi-
tion for Westfield seniors. The purpose of
the event is to provide a fun, drug and
alcohol-free atmosphere for the Class of
2007 to celebrate graduation. To help us
better plan for the event, high school
seniors will be asked to complete a Project
Graduation interest survey in February
during regular school hours.

The all-night substance-free celebra-
tion is sponsored and financed by the
Westfield Optimist Club and parent con-
tributions are an important part of the
funding. Approximately 85 percent of the
graduating class has attended the BASH

in the past; and over the years, student
enrollment and operating expenses have
significantly increased. The overall bud-
get for BASH 2007 is $25,000, and we
count on parents to help by supporting a
portion of the party expense with a sug-
gested donation of $50 per senior.

All parents and businesses who con-
tribute $100 or more will be listed as
sponsors of the event in the BASH 2007
program book distributed at graduation.
Many senior parents have inquired about
how they could volunteer to help with
BASH 2007, when parent donations will
be requested and whether their business
could contribute funds or door prizes.

Thank you in advance for your sup-
port. The Westfield High School Class of
2007 is counting on you. Please see
westfieldnjk12.org for details or e-mail
Cindy Gallagher at
cindygallagher@comcast.net.

The Optimist Club of Westfield

See More Letters on Pages 5, 20

Creative Writing Contest
See the Bernard Heeney Creative Writ-

ing Contest details at:
www.goleader.com/tiw/contest

The deadline is this week.
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Governor Jon Corzine and state worker
unions closed in on a contract agreement
that would provide 13 percent in wage
increases over four years, but require
workers to make major concessions on
health insurance and pensions.

This deal represents a significant step
in the right direction for New Jersey. It
implements, to varying degrees, three of
the core reforms proposed by the Joint
Committee on Public Employee Benefits
Reform – It would require public employ-
ees to contribute to the cost of their health
care premiums, raise the retirement age
for future state workers from 55 to 60, and
cap the total amount of salary credited for
pension purposes at $97,200 annually.
Furthermore, the agreement would re-
quire public workers to contribute more
of their salary towards their pension ben-
efits.

While I have previously differed with
Governor Corzine regarding the best ap-
proach to dealing with our state’s bur-
geoning benefits crisis, I never doubted
his sincerity in tackling the problem. He
has managed to extract significant con-
cessions on pensions and health care ben-
efits at the bargaining table, saving New
Jersey taxpayers hundreds of millions of
dollars and creating a positive precedent
for cooperation with the unions. For this,
the Governor should be commended.

 Of course, there is still much work to
be done. One of the most significant rec-
ommendations made by the Joint Com-
mittee was to allow municipalities, school
districts, and other employers participat-
ing in the State Health Benefits Program
to negotiate health care premiums and

By Sal Caruana
Westfield Town Councilman

Editor’s Note: The following is the
first of a three-part series on Westfield
property taxes.

In 2006, the average residence in
Westfield paid approximately $10,935 in
total property taxes. Some other towns
like Westfield, which also do not have
industry to help share the tax burden,
compared as follows: Livingston,
$10,073; Montclair, $13,547; Short Hills,
$16,511, and Chatham, $9,850. Even with
a modest amount of industry, the average
property tax bill in Summit was $12,566.

The Town of Westfield has the respon-
sibility to collect the property tax on be-
half of the board of education, Union
County and our own municipality. In
2006 the average tax of $10,935 would
have been divided this way: board of
education, $6,819 (62.36 percent); Union
County, $2,270 (20.76 percent), and Town
of Westfield, $1,846 (16.88 percent). As
the joint “tax collector,” the Town of
Westfield bears financial risk in that it
must guarantee and still make timely pay-
ment to the county and board of education
on the portion of the tax owed to each by
Westfield property owners whose pay-
ments are late, delinquent or in arrears.

To be clear, the only portion of your
property tax bill that was controlled by
the Westfield Town Council in 2006 was
the municipal component — $1,846 —
for the average household. The 2006
municipal tax was calculated based upon
the estimated amount that was needed
($19,019,139) to balance the town’s op-
erating budget ($33,962,945) after first
taking into account all other anticipated
sources of revenue ($14,943,806).

The municipal portion of the tax bill —
$19,019,139 — was allocated to each
property based upon it’s assessed value as
a percentage of the net assessed value of
all the taxable properties in town, which
was $1.85 billion. Typically the assessed
value of your property in 2006 repre-
sented about 26 percent of its market
value. Using this calculation, the approxi-
mate 2006 market value of the 9,785
business and residential properties in the
town was $7.13 billion.

What are the services the town is deliv-
ering to you and your family (or business)
at an average annual (and tax-deductible)
cost of $1,846 per property? Is each house-
hold getting reasonable value from our
municipality for an average cost of $154
per month?

Here are the services provided by the
Town of Westfield for your tax dollars: a
police department of 59 professionals,
five traffic officers and 14 volunteer spe-
cial officers and a full-time fire depart-
ment of 40 professionals and 15 volun-
teers. These are highly-trained individu-
als who protect our community, our citi-
zens and our homes 24/7; a public works
department of 41 professionals who main-
tain our 227 acres of parks and fields and
110 miles of roads, as well as plow our
streets, collect our leaves and oversee
sewage and wastewater management; a
recreation department of eight profes-
sionals and over 100 seasonal staff mem-
bers who provided over 75 recreational
programs to our community in 2006 and
manage our recreational facilities; a full-
service public library with 190,000 vol-
umes, 30 employees and over 650 com-
munity programs last year.

Other services our municipality pro-
vides include 44 school crossing guards,
senior transportation, street lighting,
TV36, bi-weekly recycling, public health
services, maintenance of traffic lights and
signage, a conservation center and pres-
sure testing and maintenance of our fire

hydrant system. The town also supports
the efforts of an outstanding volunteer
rescue squad of over 140 volunteers by
providing retirement benefits through a
program called Length of Service Award
Program (LOSAP). In addition, the town
is responsible for the operation of it’s
municipal court which last year held over
90 sessions, and also for many adminis-
trative functions, including tax collec-
tion, tax assessment, engineering, sur-
veying, building inspection and zoning.
In 2006, our building departments ac-
cepted and supervised over 2,600 new
permits for home additions, renovations
and new construction.

Like many other communities, to gov-
ern cost-effectively, Westfield relies on
the efforts of volunteers who are commit-
ted to public service. Our mayor and
council are elected to four-year terms
with a salary of one dollar per year. More
than 120 additional Westfield citizens
also serve as volunteers on various mu-
nicipal review boards, committees and
commissions to help make public policy.

It is also important for you to know that
some significant quasi-municipal services
are not paid for by your tax dollars. For
example, our outstanding Memorial Pool
is a separate utility that receives no tax
support, but rather is paid for solely by
users through membership fees. All of the
costs and activities of the Downtown
Westfield Corporation, an organization
that brings enormous vitality to our down-
town and value to our community, are
funded by a special assessment ($390,970)
paid by the 202 properties that lie in our
central business district.

A recent strategy to lessen the tax bur-
den on the general population and more
equitably distribute costs is to rely more
on user fees in select situations. For ex-
ample, each participant in youth athletics
pays a small $10 user fee, and these funds
are dedicated for field improvements. By
sharing a small portion of some costs with
its heaviest users, government can try to
bring a measure of relief to all taxpayers,

particularly to our seniors, many of whom
need it most.

Think about what monthly expenses
average $154 in your own household (a
monthly NJ Transit pass to New York
City costs $180) and compare those ex-
penses to all the municipal services that
are being supplied at an average monthly
price of $154 to help provide you and
your family with an outstanding quality
of life in Westfield. Would you give up
this package of municipal services (in-
cluding full-time police, fire and EMT
protection) to save $154 a month?

At an average cost of $154 per month,
our residents are getting exceptional value
from the town, it’s 250 employees and
more than 260 municipal volunteers. But
there is always room for improvement.
Mayor Andrew Skibitsky and the Westfield
Town Council continue to seek cost sav-
ings in all services and departments, and to
focus on increasing efficiency, quality and
customer service values in all aspects of
municipal government.

While Westfield municipal government
is cost-efficient for your tax dollar, it is
ironic that most municipalities are the
flash point for taxpayer dissatisfaction
and property tax reform in Trenton, even
though the municipalities are usually the
smallest piece of the tax bill.

For example, Union County receives 23
percent more of your tax dollars ($2,270)
than Westfield does. What services does
Union County directly provide to you and
your family in Westfield, beyond main-
taining county roads and parks? Of course
there are disproportionate needs in Union
County, and our county tax dollars right-
fully should help to support compelling
needs in other communities. But are we
getting a fair share of the remainder? What
exactly is the cost effectiveness of Union
County government and it’s value equa-
tion for the Westfield taxpayer?

In forthcoming articles, we will dis-
cuss the overall condition of the town’s
municipal finances, the 2007 Operating
and Capital Budgets and a six-year plan
for projects to improve roads, fields,
parks, the Memorial Pool, the down-
town business district, the South Av-
enue business corridor, our waste treat-
ment system and other elements of our
aging infrastructure.

Property Taxes, There’s a
Lot to be Said in Westfield

22nd District News

Senator Nicholas Scutari, Linden

Deal With State Workers
Is Step in Right Direction

plan features with their employees.
This proposal, which has not yet been

enacted, would provide local governments
with the same flexibility and leverage that
Governor Corzine deftly employed to
work out a better deal for taxpayers at the
state level. We should stop forcing local
governments to bargain with one hand
tied behind their back.

We must also address New Jersey’s
looming benefits liabilities, which even
the most conservative estimates place
north of $50 billion. Governor Corzine’s
deal will help stem the tide of red ink, but
we have a long way to go before the
situation is stabilized.

ALL STORES OPEN SUN.

MOST STORES ACCEPT:

For the address of the store nearest to you please call... 1-800-SHOPRITE
Prices established by ShopRite Wines & Spirits of Lincoln Park, 60 Beaverbrook Rd., Lincoln Park, N.J., (973) 694-4420

ShopRite WINES & SPIRITS STORES ARE INDIVIDUALLY OWNED AND OPERATED AND NOT A CHAIN. PRICES AND
PRODUCTS FEATURED MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE AT ALL AFFILIATED STORES. Prices effective Wed., Feb. 14 thru

Tues., March 6 , 2007. We reserve the right to limit quantities. Not responsible for typographical errors. In the event of
errors, the lowest price allowed by N.J. State Law will apply. All cases sold containing single type only.

®

Discounts
Available On:
(EXCLUDING SALE ITEMS)

Mixed
Cases

of Wine

Mixed
Cases

of Spirits

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT

14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 1    2   3
4    5    6

Prices effective: 2/14 thru3/6/07

FEBRUARY/MARCH 2007

Debit
Card

ShopRite

•DeKuyper Pucker
SOUR APPLE (1.75 L)

•Jagermeister
(750 ML)

•Kamora
(1.75 L) 1699

VODKA

Iceberg 2399

Crystal 999

TEQUILA

Stolichnaya 
Vodka

Grey Goose
REG. OR FLAVORS 2699

750 ML
750 ML

750 ML

750 MLCANADIAN

SCOTCH

Louis JadotLouis JadotLouis Jadot

MondaviMondaviMondavi

Santa Margherita
PINOT GRIGIO 1899

3000
1.75 L

Cutty
Sark

2700
1.75 L

Jack
Daniels  

Kendall Jackson

3609
1.75 L

Franzia House
Wine Favorites

800
5 L

BOX

Moet & Chandon
White Star

2900
750
ML

Hennessy
VS

2400
750 ML

•Cabernet  . . . . .1799

•Merlot  . . . . . . .1599

•Chardonnay  .1499

•Fume
Blanc  . . . . . . . . . .1299

Black
Velvet 1399

Crown
Royal 2099

Seagram’s
VO 1999

CHAMPAGNE & SPARKLING

Piper Sonoma
•BRUT
•BLANC DE NOIR 1099

Freixenet
CORDON NEGRO 799

750
ML

Zardetto
PROSECCO 999

750
ML

ALL
750
ML

Domaine
Chandon
•BRUT
•BLANC DE NOIR  1399

750
ML

Di Lupo
•ALTO ADIGE
PINOT GRIGIO  . . . . . . .1299

Fish Eye
•PINOT GRIGIO
•SHIRAZ 1599

Cavit
PINOT GRIGIO
AND ALL OTHER TYPES 1199

Opici
HOMEMADE
BARBERONE 1299

ALL 750 MLS

VINTNER’S RESERVES

Sutter Home
•CABERNET •MERLOT
•CHARDONNAY
•PINOT GRIGIO 899

BRANDY

Folonari
ALL TYPES 999

Fox Horn
ALL TYPES 499

750
ML

•ROSSO
TOSCANA . . . . . . . . . . . . . 999

Ruffino
Chianti 1199

4 L

Carlo Rossi
•GENERICS
•VARIETALS 999

4 L

1.5 L

CORDIALS

•Licor 43
•Starbucks

COFFEE LIQUEUR 1899
750 ML

3 L

Woodbridge
•CABERNET •MERLOT
•CHARDONNAY
•PINOT GRIGIO
•SYRAH 1099

1.5 L

Olifant 1999
1.75 L

1.75 L

Wolfschmidt 1399
1.75 L

1.75 L

1.75 L

1.75 L

750
ML

Debriac
XO 2999

Southern
Comfort 2499

Tanqueray 3199

E&J VSOP 899

750 ML

J. Vidal Fleury
COTES DU RH0NE 799

Black Swan
ALL TYPES 999

1.5 L

Brancott
•SAUVIGNON BLANC
•PINOT NOIR 999

CK Mondavi
•CABERNET  •MERLOT
•CHARDONNAY
•SAUVIGNON

BLANC 1099

Rosemount
•CABERNET  •MERLOT
•SHIRAZ 999

Turning Leaf
ALL TYPES
(EXC. SONOMA
RESERVES) 699

Mirassou
ALL TYPES 799

ALL 750 MLS 750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

•BEAUJOLAIS VILLAGES  . . . .

•MACON VILLAGES . . . . . . . .

•POUILLY FUISSE . . . . . . . . . .

899

999

1799

1.5L

•SAUVIGNON BLANC
•ZINFANDEL
•WT. ZINFANDEL 899

1.5 L

1.5 L

PRICE 
BREAK

PRICE 
BREAK

PRICE 
BREAK

PRICE 
BREAK

PRICE 
BREAK

PRICE 
BREAK

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

•CABERNET
•MERLOT
•PINOT NOIR     1499 

•CHARDONNAY
•ZINFANDEL
•SYRAH 1199 

•RIESLING
•SAUVIGNON

BLANC 899 

750
ML

1.5 L

•CHARDONNAY 799

NAPA

750 ML

Capt. Morgan
SPICED RUM 2499

1.75 L

Woodford
Reserve 2699

Seagram’s
7 Crown 1599

Fleischmann’s
Preferred 1299

1.75 L

1.75 L

1.75 L
Johnnie Walker
BLACK 12 YR. OLD 5699

Macallan
12-YR. OLD SINGLE MALT 3699

Clan
MacGregor 1599

Johnnie Walker
RED 2999

Speyburn
10-YR. OLD SINGLE MALT 1999

750 ML

1.75 L

1.75 L

•SILVER

2399
•REPOSADO

2699
•AÑEJO

2999

Milagro ALL 750 MLS

Sauza
EX. GOLD OR WHITE 2999

1.75 L 1.75 L

Cancun
GOLD OR WHITE 1999

1.75 L

1.75 L

•VS

1499
•VSOP

1999
•XO

3999

DeLaroche ALL 750 MLS

Hiram Walker
BLACKBERRY BRANDY 1799

1.75 L

750 ML

TRUE COGNAC

GIN

Plymouth 1999

Gordon’s 1499

Your Choice!

Cointreau 2999
1 L

Your Choice!

1.75 L

12-PACK, 12-OZ. BOTTLES

Yuengling
All Types

12-PACK, 12-OZ. BOTTLES

Sam Adams
All Types

12-PACK, 12-OZ. BOTTLES

Michelob Light,
Ultra Light
or Regular 899

1.5L

Concannon
LIMITED RELEASE
ALL TYPES 1099

750
ML

1199899

NOW in WESTFIELD! ShopRite Wines & Spirits Marketplace 333 South Ave. East (Formerly Town & Country Liquors)

20% OFF
Argentinean, Chilean, Spanish or Portuguese Wines!

Buy 1 Bottle or 100 – NO LIMIT!
Excluding advertised or in-store specials. Limited to store inventory. No Other discounts apply.

MarketplaceMarketplaceMarketplaceMarketplace
ALL

750 ML

Notes: BH=Berkeley Heights; MS=Mountainside; NP=New Providence; SPF= Scotch Plains-Fanwood. The
Westfield 2006 budget is about $80,000,000 of which 5.7% is funded by the state and most of the remainder is funded
by local property taxes. There are about 6000 students in Westfield where public education costs about $13,400/student;
$9,800/family; $2,700/person. The Scotch Plains-Fanwood 2006 budget is about $71,000,000 of which 5.8% is funded
by the state and most of the remainder is funded by local property taxes. There are about 5300 students in SP-F where
public education costs about $13,400/student; $8,500/family; $2,400/person. Demographics  is per 2000 census.

Released Feb. 26 by the NJDOE

State of New Jersey 2007 Public Education Funds for Union County Towns
Town State Funds 07 $/Resident Change % Population Households Families
BH $1,847,951 $138 $53,824 3% 13,407 4,479 3,717
Clark $1,596,863 $109 $46,511 3% 14,597 5,637 4,126
Cranford $2,823,947 $125 $82,251 3% 22,578 8,397 6,222
Elizabeth $267,048,685 $2,215 ($1,486,604) -1% 120,568 40,482 28,175
Garwood $549,082 $132 $15,993 3% 4,153 1,731 1,125
Hillside $16,123,784 $741 $1,472,982 10% 21,747 7,161 5,578
Kenilworth $2,023,612 $264 $58,940 3% 7,675 2,854 2,117
Linden $18,977,744 $482 $2,080,687 12% 39,394 15,052 10,084
MS $659,224 $100 $19,201 3% 6,602 2,434 1,925
NP $1,427,302 $120 $41,572 3% 11,907 4,404 3,307
Plainfield $99,967,767 $2,090 $0 0% 47,829 15,137 10,898
Rahway $16,910,024 $638 $1,629,431 11% 26,500 10,028 6,728
Roselle $18,942,594 $890 $1,542,714 9% 21,274 7,520 5,226
Roselle Pk $8,448,977 $636 $498,757 6% 13,281 5,137 3,416
SP-F $4,240,298 $142 $123,504 3% 29906 10923 8349
Springfield $1,543,753 $107 $44,964 3% 14,429 6,001 4,014
Summit $2,541,642 $120 $74,028 3% 21,131 7,897 5,606
Vo-Tech $3,417,154 $141,762 4%
Union $25,210,716 $463 $2,110,090 9% 54,405 19,534 14,162
Westfield $4,700,587 $159 $136,910 3% 29,644 10,622 8,178
Winfield $1,589,905 $1,050 $85,322 6% 1,514 694 394

Global Warming:
Typical Liberal Tactic
In regards to Assemblywoman Linda

Stender’s (D, Legislative District 22) re-
cent propaganda – “New Jersey must act
now to reduce global warming” – as an
educated gentlemen, I must tell you, and
naïve individuals, especially the Sierra
Club, that global warming is a theory that
is being pushed by the liberals to scare
you.

It is a typical tactic. If you have read
recently in your newspaper, the weather
around the globe — not only this country,
but also abroad — has been below 30
degrees and even minus zero. Question:
how come meteorologists can predict
weather for the next 25 to 50 years but
can’t accurately give us a 14-day fore-
cast? I also believe grant monies can be
spent in other valuable areas for study.

In closing, who was to blame for the ice
age? They can’t blame industry or motor
vehicles or even aerosol sprays.

Kevin Retcho
Linden

Letters to
the Editor

Cranford Pub Crawl
Charity Set for Friday
CRANFORD – The annual

“Cranford Pub Crawl” will be held
tomorrow, March 2. The route winds
its way through several establishments
in Cranford, including the VFW Hall.

This is a charity event for the Jay-
cees programs. In the past, about 100
people participated. Please join in.

For more information, contact Bob
Rial by phone at (908) 272-2964 or
by e-mail at rialtekinc@comcast.net.

Governor Corzine Signs
Obesity School Bill

SCOTCH PLAINS –Assemblywoman
Linda Stender (D-LD22) announced last
week that Governor Jon Corzine signed
her legislation restricting the sale and
distribution of junk foods in schools into
law. Designed to encourage healthier eat-
ing habits, A-883 requires improvements
in the nutritional content of foods avail-
able on school property.

Ms. Stender  said, “Habits that have
been permitted at school, such as snack-
ing and drinking sugar-added beverages,
are all thought to contribute to weight
gain among children and teens. Child-
hood obesity is a public-health crisis, but
it is a preventable one.”

Schools are prohibted from selling
candy and all other sugar foods and sugar
beverages. Schools must also reduce trans-
fats and total fats.
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Stephen G. Paltrineri and Ms. Colleen M. Quirk

Ms. Colleen Quirk
To Wed Stephen Paltrineri

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph M. Quirk of
Westfield have announced the en-
gagement of their daughter, Ms. Col-
leen Meghan Quirk of San Francisco,
Calif., to Stephen Gene Paltrineri of
Burlingame, Calif. He is the son of
Mrs. Ingrid Paltrineri of Napa, Calif.
and the late Bruce Paltrineri.

The bride-to-be was raised in
Westfield, where she attended Holy
Trinity School and Westfield High
School. She earned her Bachelor of
Arts degree in Elementary Education
from the University of Scranton in
Scranton, Pa. Ms. Quirk is pursuing
her master’s degree in Language and
Literacy at San Francisco State Uni-

versity while teaching first grade in
Union City, Calif.

Raised in Napa, Calif., the future
bridegroom graduated from Justin-
Siena High School in Napa and from
Humboldt State University in Arcata,
Calif. He received his master’s de-
gree in Counseling Psychology from
the California Institute of Integral
Studies in San Francisco. Mr.
Paltrineri currently is in the teaching
credential program at California
State University, East Bay, in Hay-
ward.

The couple will be married in July
in Westfield and will reside in
Burlingame, Calif.

MR. AND MRS. STEVEN DARDANELLO
(She is the former Miss Marnie Cambria)

Miss Marnie Cambria
Marries Steven Dardanello
Marnie Cambria, M.D., the daugh-

ter of Mr. and Mrs. William Cambria
of Westfield, was married on Friday,
September 22, to Steven Dardanello.
He is the son of Ms. Charlotte
Dardanello of Lauderdale by the Sea,
Fla. and Steven Dardanello of
Manasquan.

The couple was married in a late
afternoon ceremony at the Holy Trin-
ity Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield, with the Reverend Tho-
mas Lipnicki officiating. A reception
was held at Brooklake Country Club
in Florham Park.

Given in marriage by her father,
the bride wore a one-of-a-kind Paula
Varsalona satin gown with a French
lace bodice and a chapel-length train.
Completing her attire was a match-
ing fingertip veil edged with lace.
The bride carried a hand tied bou-
quet of ivory roses and green
hypericum berries accented by love
knots in white ribbon.

Ms. Allison Cambria of Jersey City
was her sister’s maid of honor. The
bridal attendants included Ms. Kelly
Cavallio of Hyde Park, Md. and Ms.
Marianne Connor of Boston, Mass.,
both longtime friends of the bride. All
wore floor-length, black Lazaro gowns
and carried hand tied bouquets of roses
in peach, yellow and apricot tones
accented by hypericum berries.

Vincent Dardanello of Hackensack
was the best man for his brother. The
ushers included Joseph Collura and
Marc Hapward, both of West
Caldwell, and Adam Geher of Cedar
Grove. All are longtime friends of the
bridegroom.

A 1993 graduate of Westfield High
School, the bride is a magna cum
laude 1997 graduate of the College of
the Holy Cross. She received her medi-
cal degree in 2001 from Johns Hopkins
University School of Medicine. Dr.
Cambria completed her pediatrics resi-
dency at the Children’s Hospital of
Pittsburgh and was employed for two
years as a pediatric hospitalist there.
She currently is a pediatrician with the
Summit Medical Group.

The bridegroom is a 1992 graduate
of James Caldwell High School in
Caldwell and earned a Bachelor of
Science degree in Business Adminis-
tration in 1996 from Marist College.
He has been employed at Lehman
Brothers in New York City for nine
years and currently is an assistant
vice president in the company’s Fixed
Income Division.

A bridal shower, hosted by the
mother of the bride, was held in late
July at the Shackamaxon Country
Club in Scotch Plains.

Following a wedding trip to Italy,
the couple resides in Westfield.

Bickfords Welcome
Son, Brandt Watson
Carolyn and Ted Bickford of

Needham, Mass. have announced the
birth of their son, Brandt Watson
Bickford, on Thursday, January 4, at
4:40 a.m. in Boston, Mass.

Brandt weighed 9 pounds and 6
ounces at birth. He joins his brother,
Henry, age 2.

The baby’s maternal grandparents
are Jane C. Brandt of Stewartsville
and the late Charles H. Brandt of
Westfield.

His paternal grandparents are Koko
and Ed Bickford of Sherborn, Mass.

Brandt’s great-grandparents are
Kathleen and William May of Green-
wich, Conn. and Ann W. Bickford of
Bethlehem, Pa.

Burketts Welcome
Daughter, Arden Jesse

Joyce and Austin Burkett of Brook-
lyn, N.Y. have announced the birth of
their daughter, Arden Jesse Burkett, on
Wednesday, February 7, at Beth Israel
Medical Center in New York City.

Arden weighed 6 pounds and 15
ounces and measured 19½ inches in
length at birth.

She joins her brother, Justin, 2½.
The baby’s maternal grandparents

are Diana and Ani Evangelista of
Merrick, N.Y. and Austin B. Johnson,
4th of Artesia, Calif.

Her paternal grandparents are
Ronald and Sonja Burkett of
Westfield.

Arden’s great-grandmothers are Au-
rora Diaz of East Meadow, N.Y. and
Lucille Burkett of Sioux City, Iowa.

Optimists Seek Nominations
For ‘Friend of Youth’ Award
WESTFIELD – The Optimist Club

of Westfield is seeking nominations
from the public for its annual Friend of
Youth Award, which  honors a mem-
ber of the community who has shown
particular devotion to nurturing the
healthy growth of young people.

Members of the club review nomina-
tions and present special recognition
and a cash award to a person who has
given selflessly in an effort to guide and
develop Westfield youth into mature
and responsible young adults.

Last year, the club gave the award to
Kevin Dresely, who is an active leader
of teams of youth at the First United
Methodist Church of Westfield. His
long-term commitment to active lead-
ership of youth groups “ideally exem-
plifies the kind of community spirit
and devotion to youth the award is

intended to recognize,” according to a
statement by the Optimist Club.

A letter soliciting nominations has
been circulated to various social, edu-
cational and religious organizations
in the community. Members of the
public wishing to submit nomina-
tions should send a letter including a
capsule biography of their nominee,
listing the various accomplishments
qualifying that person for the award.

Nominations are due by Tuesday,
March 6, and should be sent to: Rob
Nehring, Award Chairman, 850
Carleton Road, Westfield, N.J. 07090
or by e-mail to robnehring@msn.com.
The winning nominee will be honored
at the Optimist Club’s meeting in April.

Other programs and service
projects the club organizes or partici-
pates in include holiday food bas-
kets; the annual Halloween Haunted
House; a ninth-grade orientation ser-
vice project and the annual Project
Graduation (BASH).

The club’s Friend of Youth Award is
one of three annual recognition awards
made for special achievements in the
community; the Youth Volunteer Award
and Middle School Teacher of the Year
Award are the other two.

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

Lawrence Meyers, MD is proud to announce the addition of multiple cosmetic services to his 

dermatology practice including the latest in non-invasive aesthetic techniques such as:

Blu light for acne Laser hair removal

Botox Glycolic acid peels

Restylane Salicylic acid peels

Microderm Abrasion

We offer top of the line skin care products including Neostrata and La Roche-Posay.

Our mission is to provide your complete dermatologic health care needs and with our new 

aesthetic focus, we can customize a treatment plan that will rejuvenate your skin and restore a 

more youthful, natural appearance.  

Call and schedule an appointment to address all of your dermatologic needs.
(908)232-2727.

Lawrence Nijaki Meyers, MD PA
324 South Avenue E

Westfield, NJ 07090

(908)232-2727

Board Certified Dermatologist

If you are aged 18 or older and have moderate to severe psoriasis, you may be 

eligible to participate in a new research study using Enbrel , a drug that has been 

approved by the FDA that can be administered at home to treat the symptoms of 

psoriasis.  

LAWRENCE NIJAKI MEYERS MD PA in WESTFIELD, NJ is participating in the 

OBSERVE    -5 trial.

For more information, call Valerie Meyers or Amy Dunman at: 1-908-232-2727.

R

TM 

Do You Have Psoriasis?

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FFFFFAAAAAMILMILMILMILMILY LY LY LY LY LAAAAAWWWWW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support

· · · · · DWDWDWDWDWI · Criminal DefenseI · Criminal DefenseI · Criminal DefenseI · Criminal DefenseI · Criminal Defense
· · · · · BusineBusineBusineBusineBusinessssss Disputes Disputes Disputes Disputes Disputes s s s s · · · · · CommerCommerCommerCommerCommercial Litigcial Litigcial Litigcial Litigcial Litigaaaaationtiontiontiontion

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

Mr. Mahmoud to Give
Talk on Arabian Nights

WESTFIELD – Hassan “Sam”
Mahmoud will discuss Tales of the
Arabian Nights (“The Thousand
Nights and One Night”) at the First
Wednesday Luncheon of the Westfield
Historical Society. It will take place
at noon on March 7 at B.G. Fields
Restaurant, located at 560 Spring-
field Avenue in Westfield.

Mr. Mahmoud will spotlight a col-
lection of fanciful tales twice as long as
“The Iliad” and “The Odyssey” com-
bined that deal with human behavior
and interaction. These stories from the
past, set in a Middle Eastern and Asian
atmosphere, illuminate the virtues of
goodness versus the vices of evil.

A native of Egypt, Mr. Mahmoud
came to the United States 37 years
ago. He has lived in Westfield for 15
years and serves on the Westfield
Historical Society’s board of trust-
ees. Mr. Mahmoud has been a world
traveler, author, lecturer and a stu-
dent of the history and culture of
many countries around the world. He
also writes a monthly column for The
Home News Tribune.

All those wishing to attend the First
Wednesday Luncheon are asked to
make reservations in advance by call-
ing (908) 233-2930 by noon on Mon-
day, March 5.

Fanwood Recreation Posts
Spring Classes For Seniors

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Rec-
reation Department has announced
that it will introduce a full slate of
new classes especially tailored for
Fanwood senior citizens.

The following classes will begin
the week of Monday, March 5, and
will run for eight weeks: Chair Yoga
(Wednesdays, 2 to 3 p.m.); Line Danc-
ing (Thursdays, 1 to 2 p.m.); Tai Chi
(Fridays, 10 to 11 a.m.) and Water
Exercise (Fridays, 11 to 11:45 a.m.).
Additionally, an eight-week Senior
Aerobics class will begin on Tuesday,
April 17, and will be held from 10 to
10:50 a.m.

The Fanwood Recreation Depart-
ment also will offer a two-hour floral
design class on Friday, March 30, at
1:30 p.m. Participants will have the
opportunity to create their own flower
arrangements. The fee for this class is
$25, which includes the cost of the
flowers and other materials.

All classes will be held in the rec-
reation building at Forest Road Park
on Forest Road in Fanwood, except
for Water Exercise, which will be
offered at the Jewish Community Cen-
ter of Central New Jersey’s Wilf Jew-
ish Community Campus indoor pool,
located at 1391 Martine Avenue  in
Scotch Plains.

For more information about fees
and how to register for the classes,
interested individuals are invited to
call the Fanwood Recreation Depart-
ment at (908) 889-2080. Space is
limited and some classes may already
be filled.

Westfield Day Care
To Hold Open House
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Day

Care Center has invited parents of
children ages two-and-a-half to five
to attend an open house on Saturday,
March 10, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Located at The Presbyterian Church
in Westfield at 140 Mountain Avenue,
the center offers year-round activities
for children. The NAEYC-accredited
center has provided care and learning
experiences for nearly 40 years.

Applications are currently being
accepted for the summer and fall pro-
grams, which are available on both a
part-time and full-time basis.

Interested individuals who cannot
attend the open house are asked to
call Interim Director Thera Rocco at
(908) 232-6717 for more information
about the summer program, fall place-
ment or to schedule a tour.

‘Y’ Reveals New Date
For Blood Drive

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Area “Y” has announced that its
blood drive has been rescheduled to
Monday, March 19, from 4 to 8:30
p.m. at the main “Y” facility, located
at 220 Clark Street in Westfield.

The blood drive will be facili-
tated by New Jersey Blood Services
and a bus will be set up on Ferris
Place for interested blood donors.

Individuals may sign up in ad-
vance at the front desk of the main
“Y” facility. Walk-ins also will be
welcome. For questions about medi-
cal eligibility, please call (800) 933-
2566. For other questions, please
call Jimmy Pries at (908) 233-2700,
extension no. 420.

Register Your Club
goleader.com/organizations

Find Information
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LASTING LEGACY…LEARN – League for Educational Advancement for
Registered Nurses – has donated a nursing scholarship to the Muhlenberg
Regional Medical Center’s Harold B. and Dorothy A. Snyder School of Nursing
in Plainfield. The award was in honor of LEARN’s founder, Caroline Perkins,
R.N. of Scotch Plains. Pictured at the scholarship presentation, from left to right,
are: Ms. Perkins; Dr. Judith Mathews, dean of the School of Nursing, and Helen
Streiff-Dobbins, president of LEARN. Incorporated in 1974, LEARN recently
was dissolved in accordance with the by-laws.

Why We Have a Duty to Be
Good Stewards of the Earth

By RABBI LEAH DOBERNE-SCHOR

For many years, a picture of Lake
Morraine, in Banff National Park,
hung in my parents’ kitchen. The
photo was beautiful – taken at the
edge of a glacial lake at sunset, one
could see the image of mountain peaks
and their glaciers reflected in the still,
deep blue waters. Last summer, I re-
turned to Lake Morraine. I stood at
the spot where my parents and I had
taken the photograph years before.
But this time, the glaciers had almost
entirely melted away.

Recently, the United States Inte-
rior Department began a process to
determine whether the polar bear
should be listed as an endangered
species. Polar bears live upon the sea
ice in the Arctic; however, this sea ice
is melting at an alarming rate, threat-
ening their habitat. In some cases,
polar bears are drowning because they
are unable to swim the increasingly
longer distances to find sea ice on
which to land.

The loss of the polar bears’ habitat
and the melting of the glaciers in the
Canadian Rockies are just two snap-
shots of the many consequences of
global warming. If left unchecked,
global warming threatens the very
nature of our planet and our way of
life – causing storms to become more
violent and unpredictable, drought in
sub-Saharan Africa, torrential rains

and floods, and the spread of malaria
and other tropical diseases into now
temperate areas.

Our world is full of natural won-
ders – from dramatic scenes such as
glacier capped mountains and polar
bears tending their cubs to everyday
wonders such as the buds on trees in
the springtime or the first tomato on a
carefully tended vine. This world is
so very precious. It is a gift to us from
God, and it is our task to till and tend
our planet, to practice wise steward-
ship, not only for ourselves, but for
future generations.

A story is told in the Talmud of an
elderly man who was planting a carob
tree. A passerby asked him why he
would bother to plant this tree, since
it would take 70 years to bear fruit,
long after the old man would be dead.
The elderly man replied that when he
was a child, he found a world in
which there were carob trees. As those
who came before him had planted
trees that he might enjoy them, so too
was he planting trees for future gen-
erations.

The future is in our hands. Will we,
too, have the courage and conviction
to preserve our planet – not only for
ourselves, but for future generations?

* * * * * * *

Rabbi Doberne-Schor is assistant
rabbi at Temple Emanu-El, located at
756 East Broad Street in Westfield.

Mothers’ Center Announces
Spring Consignment Sale

CRANFORD – The Mothers’ Cen-
ter of Central New Jersey will hold its
semi-annual consignment sale on Fri-
day, March 23, from 7 to 9 p.m. and
Saturday, March 24, from 9 a.m. to 2
p.m. at the Trinity Episcopal Church.
The church is located at the corner of
North and Forest Avenues in Cranford.

The sale will feature gently used
quality children’s spring and summer
clothing in sizes from newborn to
children’s 12. Other merchandise will
include children’s toys for all ages,
videos and books, plus sports equip-
ment and bicycles, strollers and other
children’s and baby equipment.

The Mothers’ Center sale offers
items at a fraction of retail prices. The
sale is cash only and no strollers will
be admitted. Anyone interested in
consigning at this event is asked to
leave a detailed message at the Moth-
ers’ Center at (908) 561-1751 before
Monday, March 12.

Sale proceeds will benefit the Moth-
ers’ Center of Central New Jersey, a
non-profit, non-sectarian organization
founded in 1978 that provides friend-
ship and support for all parents across
Central New Jersey.

The group offers daytime and
evening discussion groups, book clubs,
morning and afternoon playgroups,
library and referral resources and spe-
cial events. On-site baby-sitting is
available for most daytime activities.

New members are always welcome.
For more information, please call (908)

561-1751 or visit the Mothers’ Center
website at westfieldnj.com/mccnj.

Cannonball House
To Reopen Sunday

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Osborn
Cannonball House will reopen for
the 2007 season this Sunday, March
4. Costumed docents will give tours
from 2 to 4 p.m. There will be no
admission charge.

Built circa 1760, the saltbox farm-
house is located at 1840 Front Street in
Scotch Plains. It has been restored and
furnished by the Historical Society of
Scotch Plains and Fanwood and has
served as a museum since 1972.

Programs held at the Osborn Can-
nonball House introduce 200 years of
local history to residents of the com-
munity and surrounding towns in New
Jersey.

Miller-Cory to Spotlight
Maple Sugaring Sunday

WESTFIELD – The Reverend
John Mills of Fanwood will demon-
strate the technique of maple sugar-
ing on Sunday, March 4, between 2
and 4 p.m. at the Miller-Cory House
Museum.

Maple sap will be collected in
wooden buckets from the old sugar
maple on the museum grounds. Rev-
erend Mills will show how hand-
made spiles are inserted into the
maple trees to allow sap to run. He
also will explain how the sap rises
and flows and how sugar and syrup
are made from the sap.

Eighteenth-century cooking dem-
onstrations also will resume on Sun-
day in the museum’s Frazee Build-
ing. Members of the Cooking Com-
mittee will prepare seasonal recipes
over the open-hearth fire using meth-
ods practiced in the Colonial period.
Taste treats will be available for visi-
tors to sample.

Built in 1740, the Miller-Cory House
Museum is a restored, fully furnished
farmhouse located at 614 Mountain
Avenue in Westfield. Visitors are in-
vited to stop by the museum’s gift
shop, which carries a variety of Colo-
nial reproductions, toys, crafts, cook-
books and educational materials.

Admission to the museum is $2.50
for adults and $1 for students; chil-
dren under age four are admitted for
free. Upcoming Sunday events at the
museum include “Silhouettes” on
March 11, “Hat Boxes and Band
Boxes” on March 18 and “18th-Cen-
tury Fear Factor Foods” on March
25. For more information, please
call the museum office weekday
mornings at (908) 232-1776.

AARP Chapter to Meet
On Monday In Westfield

WESTFIELD – The next meeting
of Westfield Area Chapter No. 4137
of the American Association of Re-
tired Persons (AARP) will be held on
Monday, March 5, in the Assembly
Hall of The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield. The church is located at
140 Mountain Avenue.

The social period with refreshments
will begin at 1 p.m. and will be fol-
lowed by a brief business meeting at
1:30 p.m. Guest speaker Fontaine
Gatti, a travel agent for 37 years who
has journeyed to various parts of the
world, will present the program for
the meeting. For a period of time she
lived in Surrey, a suburb of London.

Ms. Gatti will present a slide pro-
gram featuring lifestyles of British
country as well as city life. She cur-
rently is affiliated with the American
Express Agency in Summit.

Community Service Chairman
Skeets Kuzmuk has requested dona-
tions by chapter members of canned
and boxed grocery items to benefit
poor and homeless people. Used cos-
tume jewelry also is requested for use

as prizes for bingo games with pa-
tients at Runnells Specialized Hospi-
tal of Union County in Berkeley
Heights.

Additionally, the Knitting and Cro-
cheting Group needs yarns of any color
and thickness to make lap robes, shrugs,
hats and other items for patients at
Runnells Specialized Hospital.

Due to inclement weather, the
chapter’s day trip to the Hunterdon
Hills Playhouse that was scheduled
for February 15 had to be cancelled.
Chairwoman Katherine Manzer is
securing a new date and will advise
participants in the near future.

A Westfield Tradition

40th Annual Pancake Day
To benefit Rotary’s Scholarship Fund

and Grants Program

Delicious Breakfast • Entertainment

Health Screenings & Safety Information

Games and Prizes for Children

Tickets $6 available from any Rotarian or at the door

Saturday, March 3,  8 – Noon

at Westfield High School

Westfield Rotary Club
Foundation

‘Mad Science’ on Tap
At School Tomorrow
WESTFIELD – The “Mad Science

Show” will come back to Westfield
tomorrow, Friday, March 2, at 7 p.m.
as part of the Redeemer Lutheran
School’s Open House.

The event also will feature “not-so-
magical” science demonstrations and
hands-on displays. Additionally, there
will be an electric fencing display
spotlighting one of Redeemer’s after-
school clubs.

Visitors will be able to “travel with
the masters” as students’ artwork will
be on display throughout the three
floors of the school building.

Science demonstrations and hands-
on displays will include: ultimate
static cling with the Van de Graafe
electrostatic machine; “dancing rai-
sins;” a volcano station; rocket sci-
ence (in the preschool); a study on
landfill leakage and a chance to make
one’s own silly putty.

There will be no admission charge
for this event. Redeemer Lutheran
School is located at 229
Cowperthwaite Place at the corner of
Clark Street, one block up from the
Westfield Area “Y.” For more infor-
mation on the open house, please call
(908) 232-1592.

Thrift Shop to Kick Off
Bag Sale on Saturday
SCOTCH PLAINS – Beginning

this Saturday, March 3, at 10 a.m., the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service
League Thrift Shop will hold its An-
nual Winter Bag Sale that will in-
clude everything in the shop. The
shop is located at 1730 East Second
Street in Scotch Plains.

The sale will include all clothing
items, the Designer Corner rack, shoes,
boots, purses, belts, books, toys, jew-
elry, pictures, bric-a-brac and any other
items one can fit into a brown grocery
bag. Bags, at $5 each, will be provided
at the door as shoppers enter. Items too
large to fit in the bag will be available
at half price. The sale will continue
until Saturday, March 10.

On Tuesday, March 13, the shop
will be open for business fully re-
stocked with spring merchandise and
a collection of specialty dolls. The
shop is open Tuesday, Wednesday
and Thursday from 10 a.m. to 2:30
p.m. and Friday and Saturday from
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. For more details or
directions, please call (908) 322-5420
during business hours.

Caregivers to Gather
Monday In Westfield
WESTFIELD – A support group for

those caring for elderly or chronically
ill loved ones will meet on Monday,
March 5, at 8 p.m. in the parish center
of St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church
on Lamberts Mill Road in Westfield.

Meetings take place on the first
non-holiday Monday of each month.
These are information and sharing
sessions. For more information, please
call Marilyn Ryan at (908) 233-8757.

Temple Sholom Plans
Purim Celebration

FANWOOD – All are welcome to
come to Temple Sholom for its
T’fillah, Megilla (The book of Esther)
reading and Purim Spiel on Saturday,
March 3, at 7:30 p.m. in the chapel,
located at the corner of Martine and
LaGrande Avenues in Fanwood.

Attendees are invited to wear a
costume. Prior to the festivities, there
will be a potluck dinner at 6:30 p.m.
Participants are asked to bring a
salad, side or main dish to share.
Dessert and beverages will be pro-
vided by Temple Sholom.

Activities will continue on Sunday,
March 4, at Union Catholic High School
at 1600 Martine Avenue in Scotch
Plains, the temple’s religious school
site. Participants are encouraged to re-
turn in costume for a Purim program
and carnival from 9:30 a.m. to noon.

The Temple Sholom Youth Group
will run games, lunch and a costume
contest. For more details,  please
contact Temple Sholom at (908) 889-
4900 or office@sholomnj.org.

Check out
our Fine

Cigar
Selection!

Now at
Peterson’s

Wines

From Everywhere at Every Price
Pannotia Vineyard

Malbec  $11.99

Telmo Rodriguez

Gaba do Xil

Godello  $11.99

Parcel 41 Napa

Valley Merlot

$18.99

Teroldego is the grape and it grows almost
exclusively on the Campo Rotaliano Plain in the

Trentino region of Northern Italy.  Highly aromatic
with floral, spice and small hints of earth on the

nose.  Medium bodied, very bright, with lots of lively
cherry fruit.  This will go with all kinds of different

food (exclude white fish and heavy red meat).

Fedrizzi Cipriano Teroldego
Rotaliano  $19.99

Your Favorite Value Wines
Mondavi Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Beringer Founders Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Woodbridge Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Vendange Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Fetzer Cabernet/Chardonnay
Cavit Pinot Grigio
Walnut Crest Cabernet
Cesari Pinot Grigio
Bolla Soave
Beringer White Zinfandel
Franzia Burgundy/Chablis/Chianti
Carlos Rossi Burgundy/Chablis/Paisano/Sangria
Opici Homemade Barbarone

Your Favorite Wines
Blackstone Merlot
J Lohr Chardonnay
Simi Chardonnay
BV Coastal Cabernet/Merlot
Hess Select Chardonnay
Toasted Head Chardonnay

$8.99
$10.99
$12.99
$7.99
$9.99
$10.99

750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml

$16.99
$15.99
$10.99
$6.99
$12.99
$11.99
$8.99
$10.99
$10.99
$8.99
$10.99
$9.99
$11.99

1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L

5L
4L
4L

We reserve the right to limit quantities while quantities last.  Not responsible for typographical errors.  All prices do not include state sales tax.

WINTER SPECIAL!

Any 2 bottles of wine
with this coupon

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.
 750ml only.  Expires 03/07/07

10
%

OFF Any 12 bottles
or more of wine

Any 6 bottles
or more of wine

20%

OFF 10
%
OFF

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.  750ml only.

Your Favorite Rum
Captain Morgan     $24.99   1.75L

Bacardi Silver     $19.99   1.75L
Bacardi Gold     $19.99   1.75L

Malibu     $23.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Gin
Bombay Sapphire     $35.99   1.75L

Tanqueray     $31.99   1.75L
Hendricks     $27.99   750ml
Beefeater     $28.99   1.75L
Gordons     $14.99   1.75L
Seagrams     $16.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Whiskey
Jack Daniels     $36.99   1.75L

Jim Beam     $24.99   1.75L
Seagrams 7     $15.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Scotch
Dewars White Label     $29.99   1.75L

Chivas Regal     $52.99   1.75L
Johnnie Walker Black     $56.99   1.75L
Johnnie Walker Red     $29.99   1.75L

Clan MacGregor     $16.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Vodka
Absolut 80     $32.99   1.75L
Ketel One     $35.99   1.75L

Grey Goose     $26.99   750ml
Smirnoff     $19.99   1.75L

Stolichnaya     $31.99   1.75L
Skyy     $24.99   1.75L

Wolfschmidt     $13.99   1.75L
Gordons     $14.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Cordials
Baileys     $17.99   750ml

Romana Sambuca     $18.99   750ml
Kahlua     $16.99   750ml

Southern Comfort     $14.99   750ml
Amaretto Di Saronno     $18.99   750ml

Don’t Forget!  Pick up your monthly
edition of Wine News at . . .

Argentinean Malbec
continues to impress, not

just because of the brilliant
and frequently heavy high-
end wines but also because
of the diversity that it offers
at the lower end of the price

range.  This is softer and
rounder than most.

Defined largely by its soft
lush cherry tones, this is

rounded, and compared to
many at the price, gentle.

But make no mistake, it will
still handle a steak.

Godello is a Northern
Spanish grape with great

lively acidity that makes it
perfect with seafood and

creamy cheese.  Enormously
complex for a wine at this
price.  Pineapple, apricot,
peach, melon and a little

tone of green apple.
Another little gem you

aren’t likely to find in your
average store.

Most merlot at this price
point is at best passable and

drinkable, but without
character or length…more
beverage than wine.  This is

the real deal.  Great
concentration and depth.
All kinds of dark cherry,

blackberry and currant with
hints of mocha and some
vanilla from 16 months in
oak.  This ain’t the merlot

you had at the office party –
it will hold up to a steak.

HOURS: Mon. -  Sat. 9am to 9:30pm • Sun. 12pm to 8pm
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– Obituaries –

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the

Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

Cranford
218 North Avenue

276-0255
Charles V. Dooley

Manager
NJ License # 3703

Hillside Cemetery 
Regarded as one of the most beautiful cemeteries in the East  

  Scotch Plains 
908.756.1729 

www.hillsidecemetery.com     
It is far easier for your family if you plan ahead     

MASTER
MEMORIALS

524 Central Avenue
Westfield, NJ

(908) 233-2350

Designer • Builders of fine
MONUMENTS

MARKERS
MAUSOLEUMS

Lettered • Cleaned
Tim Doerr

Sally Bauer Doerr
(established  1939)

Also:  300 Rt. 37 East
Toms River, NJ
(732) 349-2350

       ow Offering the New

Willow View Mausoleum,

 A Unique Concept in

Memorial Properties.

   eauty, Dignity & Peace

Overlooking Bunnell Pond.

Fairview Cemetery
1100 East Broad Street • Westfield, NJ 908-232-0781

Nonprofit • Nonsectarian

Family Lots, Single Graves, Niches & Community Mausoleums

Faithfully Serving the Public Since 1868, on 105 Picturesque Acres.

N

B

Heather Munz, 34, Devoted to Family;
Had Excelled at Soccer and Tennis

Estelle Cohen, 95
Estelle Cohen, 95, of Westfield died

on Tuesday, February 20, at Over-
look Hospital in Summit.

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., she had
lived there prior to moving to
Westfield two years ago.

She was a homemaker.
Mrs. Cohen was a member of

Hadassah and the Organization of
Rehabilitation through Training in
Brooklyn as well as the Friendship
Group of Temple Emanu-El in
Westfield.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, Joseph Cohen; a sister, Mildred
Kabakow, and a granddaughter,
Wendy Crown.

Surviving are two daughters, Marsha
Sklar of Elizabeth and Barbara Crown
of Westfield, and two grandchildren,
Jeffrey Sklar and Jodi Crown.

Services were conducted on Thurs-
day, February 22, at Temple Emanu-
El in Westfield.

Arrangements were by the Menorah
Chapels at Millburn, 2950 Vaux Hall
Road in Union.

March 1, 2007

Ronald C. Cooley, 73, Former Singer;
Manager of Bandstand In Westfield

Molly Reed, 83
Molly Reed, 83, of Scotch Plains

died on Friday, February 16, at Over-
look Hospital in Summit.

Born in Kearny, she had lived there
before moving to Scotch Plains 35
years ago.

Mrs. Reed had been employed in
the admitting office at JFK Medical
Center in Edison prior to retiring. An
amateur ham radio operator, she was
a longtime member of the New Provi-
dence Radio Club.

Her husband, Russell Reed, prede-
ceased her in 1995.

A memorial Mass was offered on
Saturday, February 24, at St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church in Scotch Plains.

Arrangements were by the Memo-
rial Funeral Home, 155 South Av-
enue in Fanwood.

March 1, 2007

Nancy J. Stiefken, Was Dedicated
To Family, Animals and Church

Nancy Jane Stiefken was called
home to our Lord on Friday, February
23, at her home in Brodheadsville,
Pa. At the time of her death, she was
surrounded by her family and her
pastor, the Reverend Ann Melot. She
was the wife of the late Charles Ernest
Stiefken.

Born in Douglas, Ariz. on Septem-
ber 19, 1921, she was the daughter of
Mabelle (Jackson) and Raymond
Calvin Milyard and a descendent of
Andrew Jackson. Nancy’s father was
a pioneer army aviator who flew with
Jimmy Doolittle when both were
young second lieutenants.

Nancy grew up in Denver, Colo.,
where she graduated from East High
School in 1940. It was there she met
her husband, Charles, who was a stu-
dent and later a graduate of the Colo-
rado School of Mines. In 1944, they
relocated to New Jersey, settling in
Westfield in 1954. They lived there
before retiring to Brodheadsville in
1990.

Nancy was a devoted wife and
mother who spent her time raising
and supporting her three sons in their
many athletic endeavors. Later in life,
she and Chuck spent many hours fish-
ing in Cape Hatteras and doting on
their beloved dogs.

She was an active member of the
Mid-Jersey Dog Obedience Club and
Make Peace With Animals. Addition-
ally, she was an accomplished artist
and seamstress who made greyhound
coats and collars and donated the pro-
ceeds to animal rescue organizations.

Along with her love of animals and
family, Nancy was an active member
of the Zion United Lutheran Church
in Brodheadsville.

She is survived by her three sons,
Charles Raymond and his wife, Lisa,
of Highland, Calif., Richard Carl and
his wife, Diana, of Eagle River, Alaska
and Kurt Jon and his wife, Gabrielle,
of Milford, N.J. Nancy and Chuck
additionally are survived by nine
grandchildren and seven great-grand-
children. Nancy’s brother, Raymond
Milyard of Gilroy, Calif., also sur-
vives her.

Funeral services were held on Tues-
day, February 27, at the Zion United
Lutheran Church, with the Reverend
Ann Melot officiating.

Arrangements were by the Kresge
Funeral Home in Brodheadsville.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to Zion United Lutheran
Church, HCR 1, Box 4,
Brodheadsville, Pa. 18322.

March 1, 2007

Heather Munz (Braun), 34, of
Gillette, formerly of Westfield, died
suddenly on Tuesday, February 20.

Born and raised in Westfield, she
lived in Gillette for the past seven
years.

Mrs. Munz was a 1990 graduate of
Westfield High School and was a
member of the Westfield High School
soccer team that won the state cham-
pionship. The entire team was in-
ducted into the Soccer Hall of Fame.

A 1995 graduate of the University
of Rhode Island, she earned a degree
in business.

Mrs. Munz worked at Morgan
Stanley at its home office in Manhat-
tan until she became a mother and
devoted her life to raising her family.

She was an avid tennis player and
won the Bay Head Tennis Club tour-
nament.

Mrs. Munz was the beloved wife
for seven years, and sweetheart for
15 years, of Paul Munz. She also will

be deeply missed by her two sons,
Owen and Colin, the lights of her
life.

She was the loving daughter of
Martha O’Neil Braun, Peter Braun
and his wife, Lucille, and the de-
voted sister of Christina Braun and
Lindsey Braun. Mrs. Munz also was
the loving daughter-in-law of Bar-
bara Munz and sister-in-law of
Patrick and Eric Munz.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered on Tuesday, February 27, at
St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church
in Westfield. Burial took place at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, please make
donations in her memory to The Pe-
diatric/Adult Asthma Coalition of
New Jersey, 1600 Route 22 East,
Union, N.J. 07083.

March 1, 2007

Ronald C. “Ron” Cooley, 73, of
Hackettstown passed away on Thurs-
day, February 15, at the Andover Criti-
cal Care Facility in Andover.

Born in 1933 in Jersey City, he
moved with his family to Westfield in
1937. Ron attended McKinley El-
ementary School, Roosevelt Junior
High School and Westfield Senior
High School, graduating in 1951.

While in school, he was a member
of the Choir, the Triple Trio, the Glee
Club, the Thirteen, the All-State Choir
and the Westfield Senior High School
Marching Band.

Ron served in the United States
Navy during the Korean War, after
which he attained an Associate’s de-
gree in Music from Alameda College
in California. He managed the former
Bandstand on East Broad Street in
Westfield and Rondo Music on Route
22 in Union.

Ron developed a singing career
and performed with various jazz en-
sembles in the New York and Los
Angeles metropolitan areas, the last
of which was the Morris Nanton Trio.
He also performed on cruise ship
lines traveling throughout the world.

In 1985, he wed his wife, Nell, and
became a member of the Westfield
Historical Society. The couple relo-
cated to Hackettstown in 1995. A
photographer, he was the owner of
Stanor Arts-Computer Graphics in
Hackettstown, retiring in 2003.

Ron was predeceased by his par-
ents, Charles Sr. and Olive Cooley,
and by his brothers, Charles, Jr.,
Maurice and Robert.

In addition to his wife, Ron is sur-
vived by four stepchildren; his sisters,
L. Yvonne Whaley and Joan Carter; a
brother, William “Bill” Cooley of
Westfield; his nephews, Marvin and
Alvin Whaley, Earl and Eric Carter
and Bryan Cooley; his nieces, Pamela
Carter, Samantha and Gardner Cooley,
as well as numerous cousins, step-
grandchildren and friends.

Military gravesite services were
held on Tuesday, February 20, in
Hackettstown. Memorial services will
be held at a later date.

In lieu of flowers, the family has
requested that donations be made to
either the American Heart Associa-
tion or the Alzheimer’s Association.

March 1, 2007

John ‘Jack’ Meyers, 84, Economist;
Enjoyed Family, Travel and Sailing

Howard ‘Tom’ Tomlinson, 86, Was
Assistant Supt. of Westfield Schools

John “Jack” A. Meyers of Missoula,
Mont. went home to the Lord on
Friday, February 16, 2007, at Com-
munity Medical Center in Missoula
at the age of 84.

Born August 11, 1922 in Cranford,
N.J. to Clarence and Grace Meyers,
Jack was raised and educated in
Westfield, N.J.

He was a United States Army Air
Force veteran of World War II and
continued his education, receiving a
bachelor’s degree from Cornell Uni-
versity.

Jack was married to Nancy Jo
Clawson in September of 1953. They
lived and raised their children in
Pennington, N.J. before moving to
Montana.

He had a lifelong interest and worked
as an economist and retired as a build-
ing inspector for Princeton Township.

He enjoyed traveling, sailing and
spending time with his family and
friends. Jack will be missed but never
forgotten.

Survivors include his wife, Nancy,
of Alberton, Mont.; a son, John A.
Meyers, Jr. of Eads, Tenn.; a daugh-
ter, Pamela Roberts of Alberton,
Mont.; a brother, C. William Meyers
of Westfield, as well as two grand-

children, Jenn and Dan, and a great-
granddaughter, Emilee.

A memorial for his family and
friends has already taken place. The
family suggests that memorials be
made in John’s name to the American
Diabetes Association.

March 1, 2007

Howard “Tom” Tomlinson, 86, of
Monroe Township, formerly of
Westfield, died on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 21, in Monroe Township fol-
lowing a lengthy illness.

Born July 23, 1920 to William
Sands and Mabel (nee Houk)
Tomlinson in Newtown, Pa., he was
educated there and at Bloomsburg
State Teachers College, graduating in
1941. He then taught high school
business subjects at Sharon Hill, Pa.

Shortly after World War II began,
Mr. Tomlinson joined the United
States Army and served as a crypto-
graphic officer and later as B-24 lead
squadron navigator in the Army Air
Corps. He married Sarah Beatrice
Masteller of Pottsville, Pa. on July 2,
1942 in Washington, D.C.

Following the war, Mr. Tomlinson
completed a master’s degree at the
University of Pennsylvania, then taught
business subjects and coached foot-
ball in Jenkintown, Pa. and Westfield,
N.J. before becoming principal of vari-
ous Westfield schools. Mr. Tomlinson
served as assistant superintendent in
Westfield from 1961 to 1979, when he
retired. He was a member of The Pres-
byterian Church in Westfield.

After retiring, Mr. Tomlinson was
a community volunteer and traveled
worldwide. He loved history, birds,
gardening, golfing and his children
and grandchildren. He and his wife

lived for 16 years in a retirement
community near Medford before
moving to Monroe Township in 2000.

He was predeceased by his parents,
four brothers, Robert, Allan, William
Watson and Richard, and a sister,
Emma Elizabeth Rowe.

Surviving are his wife; four daugh-
ters and sons-in-law, Mary Elizabeth
and Clarence Hickey of Rockville,
Md., Martha and Edgar Underwood of
Killeen, Tex., Virginia and Barry
Mitchell of Scotch Plains and Sara and
Steven Thode of Westfield; eight
grandchildren, Leigh Ann Hickey of
Ashburn, Va., Elizabeth Hickey of
Flagstaff, Ariz., Mark Mitchell of At-
lanta, Ga., Amy Mitchell of Philadel-
phia, Pa., John and William Pritchett,
both of Westfield; five step-grandchil-
dren, Annie, Ted and Betsy Thode of
Westfield, Ed and Debbie Underwood
of Middletown, N.J. and Terri and
John Tirrell of Long Branch, N.J., and
nine step-great-grandchildren.

Memorial services took place Tues-
day, February 27, at Monroe Village
in Monroe Township. Private burial
will be held in the spring at the Revo-
lutionary War Cemetery in Westfield.

Funeral arrangements were by the
Crabiel Funeral Home in Hightstown.

In lieu of flowers, the family asks
that individuals make a donation to a
charity of their choice.

March 1, 2007

Louise M. Remeta, 92
Louise M. Remeta, 92, of Westfield

died on Friday, February 23, at the
Ashbrook Nursing and Rehabilita-
tion Center in Scotch Plains.

Born in Easton, Pa., she lived in
Westfield for more than 40 years.

Mrs. Remeta was a Class of 1935
graduate of the French Hospital
School of Nursing in New York.

Her husband, John Remeta, prede-
ceased her in 1986.

Surviving are a daughter, Kathryn
Urciuoli, and three grandchildren.

Funeral services were held under
the direction of the Gray Funeral
Home, 318 East Broad Street in
Westfield. Interment took place at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Autism Society of North Caro-
lina, 505 Oberlin Road, Suite 230,
Raleigh, N.C. 27605.

March 1, 2007

Avis Grant Skinner, Enjoyed the Arts;
Active With Charitable Organizations

Avis Grant Skinner died peacefully
surrounded by her family at Overlook
Hospital in Summit on Monday, Feb-
ruary 26, 2007, after a short illness.

Born in Tientsin, China, she grew
up in Shanghai where her father, P.S.
Grant, was a director of The British
American Tobacco Co. Her mother,
Elizabetha Familiant Grant, escaped
from Russia to Harbin, China during
the Russian Revolution.

In 1940, Avis was evacuated with
her mother and brother from China to
her father’s home in Richmond, Va.

She attended the British American
School in Shanghai, the Collegiate
School in Richmond and Randolph
Macon Women’s College in Virginia.

Avis resided in Westfield for 60
years and was associated with vari-
ous charitable organizations includ-
ing the Junior League of Elizabeth-
Plainfield, the Auxiliary for Children’s
Specialized Hospital and the

Westfield Garden Club.
She and her husband, Jim, were

active members of Echo Lake Coun-
try Club since 1948, where she played
golf through 2006. Avis was an ac-
complished artist and enjoyed travel-
ing with friends, reading, playing pi-
ano, the theater and movies.

She will be greatly missed by her
husband of 61 years, Jim; her daugh-
ter, Avis Skinner-Medawar, son-in-
law, Alex, and granddaughter Flora
Avis Medawar of Nantucket; her son,
Robert, and daughter-in-law, Barbara
Skinner, of Stewartsville, N.J. and
granddaughter Daphne Skinner of
Lake Tahoe, Calif.

A memorial service will be held
on Wednesday, March 7, 2007, at
11:30 a.m. at St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be
made either to Children’s Specialized
Hospital in Mountainside or to St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church in Westfield.

Private arrangements are by the
Gray Funeral Home, 318 East Broad
Street in Westfield.

March 1, 2007

Gregory Speir Receives
Dean’s List Recognition

WESTFIELD – Gregory Speir, son
of Randy and Kathy Speir of
Westfield, has been named to the
dean’s list for the 2006 fall semester
at Elon University.

Students on the dean’s list at Elon
University have attained a grade
point average of at least a 3.4 on a 4.0
scale.

Gregory is a sophomore with a
major in corporate communications
and a minor in Asian studies.

WELCOME TO THE GROUP…The Woman’s Club of Westfield congratulates
newly installed members during a general meeting held recently at the Atlas
Pythagoras Masonic Lodge in Westfield. Pictured, from left to right, are: First
Vice President Marion Mogensen, new members Barbara McCarthy and Eileen
Spitler, and President Delores Geisow. For more information about the club,
write to: Woman’s Club of Westfield, P.O. Box 2428, Westfield, N.J. 07091.

New Gift Shop Set to Open
At Overlook Hospital

SUMMIT – The Overlook Hospital
and Auxiliary are putting the final
decorator touches on the hospital’s
gift and flower shop, which will be
located in the new central lobby. This
new shop replaces the current, smaller
facility. The anticipated opening date
is Wednesday, March 7.

Auxiliary trustee Liza Tulloch, shop
manager, Carolyn Penwell and assis-
tant manager Mary Damiano are
working to make the facility stylized
and chic. Rich fabrics, dark woods
and granite have been employed to
create a luxurious feel to the shop.

The gift shop will offer new prod-
ucts and services, including classic
home décor and layette items. Shop-
pers will be offered everything from
loungewear and garden accessories
to jewelry and dry-cleaning services.
Children may select cuddly stuffed
animals, Mylar balloons, books and
CDs. Seasonal items, toiletries,
magazines, newspapers, snacks and
gift cards also will be available.

Complimentary gift-wrapping and
enclosures will be available to put the
finishing touches on any purchase.

The shop will have florists on hand
most days for custom creations. Pre-
made arrangements also will be avail-
able. The shop will offer free in-
hospital delivery, and the floral bou-
tique will provide curbside delivery
for pick-up orders.

All proceeds from the shop ben-
efit patient services and will be do-
nated to Overlook Hospital through
the Auxiliary. The shop is open seven
days a week and can be reached by
calling (908) 522-2133.

More Community/Area News
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STORYTELLERS…Author Margie Palatini, writer of children’s books such as
“Piggie Pie!” and “Earthquack!,” recently spent a day visiting students at Scotch
Plains’ Evergreen Elementary School. She shared stories of her many books and
how she became a writer, and she had lunch with students who would like to
pursue careers in writing when they grow up.

Franklin Students
‘Pioneer’ Experience
WESTFIELD — Second graders

at Franklin Elementary School in
Westfield recently experienced what
it would be like to live during pioneer
days through the Journey Back in
Time Traveling Museum program.

Students participated in six differ-
ent learning centers with activities
that ran the gamut from panning for
gold to pumping water from a barrel
to scrubbing clothes on an authentic
washboard.

They crafted necklaces from “trade
beads,” and fashioned toys from but-
tons and thread. At lunchtime, parent
volunteers showed individual classes
how to make homemade butter from
heavy cream, which they got to sample
on cornbread or bagels.

AFTER THE GOLD RUSH…Second graders pan for (Fool’s) gold during the
Pioneer Living event at Franklin Elementary School in Westfield.

GETTING ALONG SWIMMINGLY…The first grade classes at Jefferson El-
ementary School created this fish wall based on the book “Swimmy” by Leo Lionni.
This activity helped to prepare the first graders for their field trip to see three Mr.
Lionni stories presented by puppeteers at the State Theater of New Jersey.

WF’s Ruhl Makes
Coastal Dean’s List

WESTFIELD – Kelly Ann Ruhl of
Westfield was named to the dean’s
list for the fall 2006 semester at
Coastal Carolina University in South
Carolina.

Kelly is the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Rory Ruhl and a recent 2006
graduate of Westfield High School.
Kelly majors in special education.

Honor Roll
2nd Marking Period

Roosevelt Intermediate School

WESTFIELD – Westfield
Roosevelt Intermediate School Prin-
cipal Stewart Carey announced that
the following seventh and eighth grade
students were named to the second
marking period honor roll for the
2006-2007 school year at Roosevelt.

7th Grade Distinguished
Honor Roll

Loren Ball; Tara Bange; Alana Basil;
Daniel Berke; Morgan Bowen;
Madeline Chandler; Sarah Chandler;
Gabrielle Cruz; Nicholas Ertman;
Allison Faktor; Rory Fitzpatrick;
Victoria Gagliano; Caroline Gelinne;
William Geoghegan; Alex
Goldschmidt; Zoe Greenburg; Caitlin
Hering; Alexandra Hoffman; Taylor
Ingber; Katharine Jaruzelski;
Alexandra Jason; Kaitlyn Johnson;
Kelly Kalis; Elizabeth Kuehn; Tho-
mas Lutz; Carolyn Maguire; Cali
Mazzara; Marc Mazzucco; Peter
Mebane; Kavita Mehta; Emily Miller;
Amanda Mongiove; Katie Morris;
Julianne Mucci; Olivia Pecora; Keith
Peterson; Gabriella Pirrone; Emma
Polini; Brian Pollock; Ilana Rood;
Madeline Rosenberg; Megan Roth;
Rebecca Sarkos; Charles Scott;
Kendra Simcox; Emily Smith;
Mercedes Smith; Samantha Sterba;
Stephanie Tepper; Brian Vnder
Schaaf; Hannah Weeks; Michael
Woods; Ross Workman; Katherine
Yamano; Caroline Zee; Jacob Ziff.

7th Grade Honor Roll
Edward Allen; Grace Antonelli; Arjun
Asija; Meghan Bachmann; Emily
Bailey; Sam Baldwin; Mia Ballan;
Zachary Bebel; Caroline Bertoni; Joy
Binder; Markian Borkowsky;
Alexandra Caggiano; Eleanor
Callinan; Katherine Chan; Robert
Ciardullo; Emily Clauss; Sarah
Collins; Maura Colwell; Rebecca
Daaleman; Jonathan David;
Alexandra Davidson; Rives De Rosa;
Brian Doles; Sydney Doskow; Patrick
Dyer; Max Edelsack; Caroline
Ehrhardt; Samantha Ellner; Katie
Faxio; Andrew Felix; Abraham
Fertig-Cohen; Katherine Fox; Sarah
Friedman; Christopher Froelich;
Samantha Furst; Brittny Gallagher;
Rebecca Ganz; Alec Garrity; Chris-
topher Gerckens; Sabrina Greene;
Emily Gretsky; Kendall Hagan;
Brennan Haley; Kelsey Hall; Hannah
Hays; Nick Hering; Kelly Higgins;
Matthew Huff; Erica Jakub; Patrick
Johnson; Michael Kalimtzis;
Nicoletta Kalos; Jenna Karnofsky;
Ashley Kattak; Spencer Kerkhof;
Nicholas Knepper; Kurt Kowalski;
Marilyn Kowalski; Kayla Krasnoo;
Eunbi Vivian Lee; Dara Levy; Analisa
Lopez; Richard Malacrea; Max
Mancini; Anna Margolis; Katie
Marino; Nicole Marques; Finbar
Martinson; Erika May; Joseph Mc
Donald; Hannah Millen; Jillian
Mongiove; Jessica Morse; Sarah
Murphy; Caroline O’Connor; Mary
Jane O’Connor; Stephanie Olson;
Brendan Oster; Kevin Oster; Sarah
Panayiotou; Audrey Peterson; Julia
Queller; Sarah Ramire; Patrick Reilly;
Jack Rickles; Henry Ritter; Sam
Rosenburgh; Alexa Rothenberg;
Alexandra Rubin; Jack Santangelo;
Abigail Sawers; Kate Schell-
Sheehan; Casey Schuster; Brendan
Seery; Kayla Seigelstein; Sara
Shields; Ashley Simmons; Jessica
Sipe; Rebecca Skowron; Malcolm
Spurlock; Max Tabak; Rebecca
Tunis; Alex Turitz; Tyler Varian;
Christopher Walsh; Brandon
Vassallo; Victoria Wang; Aimee
Wenta; Kieran Windorf; Daniel Wolf;
Jordan Yarusi; Madison Yarusi.

8th Grade Distinguished
Honor Roll

Jenelle Abbattista; Mark Androconis;
Alissa Anzevino; Kerry Austin; Jane
Banta; Zina Bazarsky; Adrian
Bizzaro; Kathryn Bullek; Peter Cozzi;
Rebecca Delafuente; Meghan Dunn;
Daniel Eliades; Danielle Fields; Colin

Fitzhenry; Alexandra Frankel; Sarah
Frantz; Katherine Frega; Georgia
Gleason; Joseph Greenspan; Rachel
Gross; Matthew Hartzell; Alyssa
Hatch; Alexandra Hawkins; Megan
Hoerrner; Ibrahim Khedr; Nikki Koll;
Madeline Komar; Emily Mack; Anne
Maguire; Jessica Manna; Melissa
Morawski; Ryan Murray; Priyanka
Nayer; Christopher Neylan; Emma
Partridge; Eric Rackear; William
Reynolds; Robyn Rosenzweig; Eric
Schoenbach; Jenna Sharkey; Joshua
Simmons; Meghan Sullivan; Margot
Tishberg; Sirena Van Epp; Madison
Weist; Jeffrey Yang; Zachary
Zagorski.

8th Grade Honor Roll
Astrid Adriaens; Nia Ali; John Allen;
Victoria Aloupis; MacKenzie Ander-
son; Zachary Archambault; Ethan
Barnes; Chloe Birkenthal; Alison
Birnbaum; Michael Blutfield; Taylor
Brand; Robert Bunting; Devin Cash;
Jakob Cerra; Emily Chan; Sean Clark;
Sarah Crawford; Oreste D Agosto;
Lauren Darchi; Mc Manus Dolan;
Bruce Dunnan; Nicole Eniclerico;
Parker Enix-Ross; Casey Federbusch;
Daniel Fitzpatrick; Margaux
Fleschler; Emma Foley; Emma
Franks; Josh Friedman; Andrew
Garfinkel; John Gentile; Gabrielle
Gold; Emily Goldstein; Brittany
Goncalves; Erik Gozdieski; Edward
Han; Julia Harbaugh; Ryan Heine;
Charli Ann Herrington; Madeline
Horowitz; Gregory Howard; Lucas
Hudelson; Melanie Johnson;
Catherine Johnston; Michael Jones;
Tracy Kaplan; Megan Kaveney;
Kevin Kessler; Hannah Kronick;
Roman Krywulych; Ian Kuhn; Jef-
frey LaForge; Martina Landeka;
Michael Levidy; Jeremy Lin; James
Lisooey; John Lorentzen; Kyle
MacKechnie; Christopher Mannino;
Mikhail Maslyuk; Nicholas
Matthews; Matthew Mc Evoy;
Katherine McKinley; Christopher
Mench; Charles Milrod; Amanda
Minken; Brian Monteiro; Kevin Mor-
ris; Christopher Morrissey; Charlotte
Murtishaw; Dylan Olson; Christine
Pyo; Rachel Rickles; William Riggs;
Adel Roff; Nicholas Roth; Jessica
Russo; Matthew Santry; Megan
Sharkey; Dylan Shepcaro; Jordan
Siegel; Caitlin Storcks; Kevin Sum-
mers; Nathaniel Suri; Adrian
Szycowski; Rachel Tabak; Gabrielle
Tanji; Matthew Tice; Joseph Toresco;
Nathaniel Ward; Isabelle Weisman;
John Yingling; Timothy Younger;
Adam Ziering.

Pres. Weekend has Become
College-Visitation Season

By Neil FitzPatrick
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

President’s weekend is a beautiful
thing. That is, unless you’re a junior
at Westfield High School (WHS) or
pretty much any other public school
in the continental U.S.

For 11th graders, what should nor-
mally be five days of work-free bliss
spent avoiding the frigid outdoors at all
costs has become, for most, the begin-
ning of the college-visitation season.

Personally, I have seen seven col-
leges so far; six over the holiday and
one over the summer. I am no closer
to picking a school now then I was as
a happily ignorant fifth grader, but I
have learned a few things.

The first thing I have learned is that
I hate the cold; the second is that I do
want to go to college. Other then that,
I am completely and utterly clueless.
Now to some, these little bits of ac-
quired knowledge might seem trivial
and unimportant. The first is. The sec-
ond, however, is more complicated.

I hate the cold. My sentiments, I
believe, are shared by a majority of
those who took tours in the northeast
last weekend. Temperatures in the
low teens (and lower with the wind
chill) had many concerned parents
from the south asking if it was always
this cold in this strange region.

The guides assured them that New
England had a fall and spring as well,
but it was a hard fact to swallow in the
face of icy quads and shivering coeds.

The normal college tour lasted an
hour, consisted of stops at a class-
room, an eating hall, the campus li-
brary, some form of student housing
and any small eccentricities that might
have made the campus “unique.”

It was usually led by an undergrad
who was deft at walking backwards
while talking and did his or her best to
spend as much time inside and away
from the freezing temperatures as
possible. Nonetheless, the weather
was hard to ignore, and seemed to add
an edge to the demeanor of even the
sweetest Midwestern soccer mom.

It is hard to avoid pessimism when
the sheer act of venturing outdoors is
associated with bleak and persistent
discomfort. As a result, one’s opinion
of a given campus was probably lower
than it would have been were you to
visit that school in the warmer months.

The negative outlook, however,
might be more of a blessing than a
curse. It occurred to me as I fell in
love with college after college (liter-
ally all of them – I’ll get to that later)
that if I liked a school as a frozen,
hopeless wasteland, I would truly
appreciate it in the warmer months.
This thought carried me across more
than a few windblown commons.

The second thing I learned was that
I do indeed wish to attend college.
Regardless of the actual institution,
visiting colleges makes you become
enamored with the idea of going any-
where.

The classes offered, the freedom,
the surrounding towns, parties and

faculty all speak volumes for the
value of higher education. As one
tour guide said, “I’m convinced I
would have been happy anywhere I
went.”

That’s not all, though. Yes, I want
to go to college, but more specifi-
cally, I want to go to college tomor-
row. I’ve had enough of high school.

I’m tired of getting up at 6 a.m.
every day; I’m tired of doing busy
work for classes that I have no inter-
est in; I’m tired of averaging five
hours of sleep a night and having no
say in the matter; I’m tired of parking
half a mile from the school because a
few neighbors forgot what it was to
be a teenager and a few teenagers
forgot what it meant to be a neighbor.

Most of all, I’m tired of living in a
constant state of anxiety for a process
that should be an extremely positive
one.

Obviously, life is not all happiness,
and I understand that there are certain
things that high-school students will
always have to just put up with. I also
understand that I can’t go to college
until I have my diploma, but this does
not mean everything has to remain
the same.

The process can change. It does not
have to be so stressful. The point is
college is a good thing. Furthermore,
the vast majority students will have
positive experiences regardless of
where they end up going to school.
Therefore, we all need to relax, and
let the search be as pleasant as it can
and should be.

Neil FitzPatrick is a junior at
Westfield High School.

St. Bart’s Announces Second
Marking Period Honor Roll
SCOTCH PLAINS – St.

Bartholomew School in Scotch Plains
congratulated the following students
for their academic achievements dur-
ing the second marking period.

Students earning the Principal’s
Award are:

Eighth Graders:
Joseph Carroll, Colleen Cassidy,

Kara Gaynor, Diana Ngo, Laura
Sammon, William Shore and Ellen
Tomljanovic.

Seventh Graders:
Sabine Cardio, Mary Soorial, An-

thony Krajcsik, Antony Livingstone,
Amanda Searls, and Ananya Sen
Gupta.

Sixth Graders:
Caitlin Carroll, Caitlin Conroy, and

Nicole Viviano.

Fifth Graders:
Douglas Cassidy, Jane Lestarchick,

Apriele Minnott, and Gabriella
Guardascione.

Earning First Honors are:

Eighth Graders:
Oliver Howarth, Caroline Nucatola

and Bridget Ryan.

Seventh Graders:
Daniel Quintin, Megan Trollo,

Keith Montiero and Mary Leahy.

Sixth Graders:
Colleen Dow, Molly Gaynor, Kayla

Giordanella, Gabrielle Gubernat,
Rose Victoria Irace, Kate Long,
Patricia Magnus, Sydni McCauley,
Annabelle Ponterdolph, Lyndsay
Reed, Kathleen Ryan, Sophie
Sabatell, Ryan Sawchuk, Tara
Sweeney, Earl Verlarde and Thomas
Wang.

Fifth Graders:
Nicole Conti, John Ferry, Gregory

Mayers, Bridget Pepe, Michelle
Rinaldo, Danver Quintin, Yohance
Huggins and Claude-Valerie Viard.

Earning Second Honors are:

Seventh Graders:
Edward Lopez, Blair Bamrick,

Corrine Luongo, Francis Degnan and
Kurtis Walcott.

Sixth Graders:
Danielle Galasso and Jessica

Howard.

Fifth Graders:
Daniel Leahy and Olivia Buttigheri.
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Open House Mar. 3 10am-2pm

• Arts, Crafts & Puppetry
• Music, Dance & Dramatics
• Science and Computer Fun
• Open Daily 7:30am-5:45pm

• Ages 2 thru 3rd Grade
• Full & Part-Time Programs
• Low Student-Teacher Ratio
• Individual Instruction

908-561-5055401 Greenbrook Rd., No. Plainfield
1/4 Mile from West End Ave., Exit off Rt. 22

www.sundanceschool.net Celebrate Our 30th Year

JUNE 18 - JULY 24
• Creative Arts
• Academic Enrichment

• Theater Mini Camp
• Music Mini Camp

• Science Camp

• Flexible Full and
  Part Time Hours
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Ages 2-12 (Grouped by Age)

Public Invited to Coffee
With Superintendent
SCOTCH PLAINS – Area resi-

dents are invited to attend an evening
coffee with the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood (SP-F) Superintendent of
Schools Margaret Hayes.

The coffee will take place on Tues-
day, March 6, at 7:30 p.m., in the
media center at Terrill Middle School
in Scotch Plains.

This forum, sponsored by the SP-F
Parent-Teacher Council, provides an
opportunity to meet with Ms. Hayes
in an informal setting and learn about
topics of interest in the SP-F school
district.

All interested community members
are invited to share their questions,
concerns and compliments.

For more information, contact
Michele Blanck, Parent-Teacher As-
sociation Council vice president at
JBlanckM@comcast.net.

Kevin Smith Makes
Colby Dean’s List

WESTFIELD – Kevin Smith, a
first-year student at Colby College,
was named to the dean’s list for the
fall semester of the 2006-2007 year.

Kevin, the son of Edward and Mary
Smith of Westfield, attended Seton
Hall Preparatory School.

Students whose grade-point aver-
ages are in the top 30 percent are
named to the dean’s list.

THE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEW
The weekly column written by local high school students

Wicks Participates
In Semester Abroad

WESTFIELD – Christine Wicks of
Westfield is participating in the Bates
College Junior Semester Abroad Pro-
gram.

Christine, a junior psychology
major, is studying in Rome through
Trinity College.

A 2004 graduate of Westfield High
School, Christine is the daughter of
Bruce and Victoria Wicks of
Westfield.

St. Bartholomew Holds
Annual Pot of Gold

SCOTCH PLAINS – St.
Bartholomew Interparochial School
will once again host its annual Pot of
Gold Raffle and reception on Satur-
day, March 10.

Tickets can be purchased for $100
(50 percent of which is tax deduct-
ible) by contacting the school office
at (908) 322-4265 or after all Masses
this weekend at St. Bartholomew the
Apostle Roman Catholic Church as
well as Immaculate Heart of Mary
Roman Catholic Church, both in
Scotch Plains.

Six hundred and fifty tickets will
be sold. Last year’s winner received
more than $22,000.

WF’s Hild Earns
George Mason Honor
WESTFIELD – R. Christopher

Hild, a 2005 graduate of Westfield
High School, has been named to the
dean’s list at George Mason Univer-
sity in Fairfax, Va. for the fall 2006
semester.

A member of the university’s hon-
ors program, the Student Ambassa-
dors and the university trap and skeet
team, he is an administration of jus-
tice major.

Christopher is the son of Robert
Hild and Karen Stark.

PT REPORTERS NEEDED
Strong, community-minded,
detail-oriented writers with
professional demeanor needed
to cover local government
evening meetings. Must be able
to meet deadlines, know how to
write a lead, and take an active
interest in a regular beat in order
to develop news stories. This
opportunity is perfect for stay-
at-home moms, as a second
income or just for those who
love to write. Please e-mail
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com
The Westfield Leader &

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
TIMES
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OLSSON DEFEATS NEMESIS MRAZ, QUALIFIES FOR AC

Raiders Mineo, Gano Capture
Region 3 Wrestling Crowns

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School seniors Sal Gano and Pat
Mineo earned a trip to the NJSIAA
championships in Atlantic City (AC)
on March 2-3-4 by winning their re-
spective weight classes at the Region
3 Tournament in Union on February
24. Senior teammate Ricky Olsson
also qualified for AC by placing third
at 135-lbs. The top three place-win-
ners in each weight class advance.

David Brearley (Br) of Kenilworth
claimed the most champions – Kenny
Knapp (103-lbs), Anthony Evans
(152-lbs) and Jesse Boyden (215-lbs)
– and qualified seven for AC.
Delbarton (Del) was the only other
school to claim multiple champions
with Frank Perrelli (119-lbs) and
Trevor Melde (135-lbs).

Seeded first at 125-lbs, Gano re-
corded a 1:29 fall using a chin pull-
back in the quarterfinals then rattled
Rob Piper (Br) with a Mallory (step
over takedown) to a Jimmy-John (far
arm corkscrew) for five points and
added another takedown and a cradle
to claim an 11-1, majority decision in
the semifinals.

“He was on my leg so I hit the
Mallory and I love that Jimmy-John,”
said Gano of his bout with Piper.

Gano wasted little time in the title
bout with New Providence’s (NPr)
Matt Nobbs, performing a low duck
under slip through to a fall in 1:42.

“I was working a ball-and-chain. I
bar armed him,” said Gano. “It feels
so good! This is what I wanted.”

Being seeded second at 145-lbs
seemed to suit Mineo well on his
march to the title. He scored three
takedowns and two escapes to defeat
Millburn’s (Mill) Eric Rice, 8-2. In
the semis, he came up against a wily
leg wrestler, Chris Jessen from
Watchung Hills (WH), but tallied two

takedowns and an explosive escape
to grab a 5-0 victory.

“Jessen is a very tough defensive
wrestler. He’s tough on top. I just had
to work on not getting turned. I got a
nice takedown with a drag at the
beginning of the match and took him
down with a high crotch to a double in
the third period,” explained Mineo. “I
didn’t get a chance to wrestle states
last year because of my injury and
(Mike) Jakubik (South Plainfield –
So Pl) did, so he got the top seed and
that’s fine with me.”

In the finals, Mineo fell behind
Jakubik, 8-6, but got renewed confi-
dence when his Petersen roll tied the
score at the end of the rough-and-
tumble second period that cost him
part of his front tooth. He added an-
other Petersen and rolled Jakubik to
his back in the third period to claim
the title with a 13-8 decision.

“It gave me some momentum,”
Mineo said of his first Petersen. “I
was a little frustrated, knocking out
my tooth. I chose down in the third

and I knew I could hit it again. Then
I almost stuck him. Once I had that, I
wasn’t letting him go and I knew I had
the match.”

Using a double under-hook slip
through takedown and a Granby re-
versal, Olsson got revenge on Hanover
Park’s (HP) Rich Szymczak with a 4-
3 victory in the quarterfinals.

“It was a sweet duck-under from an
under-hook,” explained Olsson. “I
really needed it! It made the differ-
ence in the match.”

After falling to top-seeded Billy
Ashnault (So Pl), Olsson defeated
Irvington’s Andrew Burke, 7-2, to
advance to the third place consola-
tion bout. He faced nemesis Joe Mraz
(Br) who, over the past two seasons,
had burned him with overtime victo-
ries and an 8-6 victory in the 2007
county finals. But Olsson saved the
best to last, scoring a takedown in
overtime to record a 5-3 triumph and
a trip to AC.

“It was the toughest match of my

LAW GRABS 16 BOARDS, ZAZZALI SCORES 16 POINTS

Lady Raiders’ OT Surge Tops
Blue Devils for UCT Crown

Lady Blue Devils Swim Past
WW-PS for Public A Crown

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Seeded third, the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School girls’ basket-
ball team executed when needed to
overcome top-seeded Westfield, 44-
36, in overtime to capture the Union
County Tournament championship
for the third time before a packed
house at Roselle Catholic High School
on February 23. The Raiders won the
title in 2004 and 2005.

Senior guard Allie Zazzali sparked
a game-high 16-point performance,

including a 3-pointer, and hit five free
throws in overtime. Sophomore for-
ward Jackie Law grabbed 16 re-
bounds, made two blocks and three
steals and finished with six points.
Senior guard Lauren Mains bucketed
six points, including two crucial free
throws in overtime. Sophomore for-
ward Laura Degman hit three buckets
and blocked a shot, Molly Meehan
had four points and two blocks, while
sophomore center Kaylin Jaichon and
junior forward Emily Meehan added
the rest.

“We made plays when we had to,
played great defense, knew where
everybody was and took their best
scorer out of the game. We clogged
the middle, pounded the boards, got
after everything and we didn’t panic.
That was the key,” said an emotional
Raider Head Coach Bruce Davis.
“Offensively, we looked to get the
ball into the high post and got some
dump downs and kick-outs for points.
It was especially gratifying to have
my two seniors, Allie and Lauren, be

By J. B. RAYMOND
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A wild and often wearying three-
and-one-half month journey had a
wonderful ending for the Westfield
High School girls swim team. Swim-
ming in front of a big crowd at the
College of New Jersey, coach Jaime
Ruszala’s crew captured the state
Public A championship with a 96-74
victory over previously unbeaten West
Windsor-Plainsboro South.

It was the 10th state title for the
WHS girls, tied with Cherry Hill East
for the most by a public school (and
just two behind leader Immaculate
Heart Academy). And it was just the
second since 1989, the other coming
in 1999.

On the biggest stage of the year,
Ruszala’s crew put on what could
only be called a performance for the
ages. Getting two school records
(Suzanne Lemberg breaking the 100
free for the third time, and Kylie
Fraser in the 100 back), double wins
by Alexi Kuska (200, 500 free) and
Lemberg (also won 50 free), and one

personal best after another from just
about every girl who was entered,
WHS put up an all-time best 4,646
power points.

There can be no argument that this
is the best WHS girls team ever. And
there aren’t too many arguments that
could be made against them being the
best public school girls team in state
history.

“Their depth is just unbelievable in
every event,” said WW-P South coach
Paul Hamnett after the meet. “They
just came at us in waves. They did not
have a bad swimmer anywhere.”

In reality, the January dual meet
between WHS and Mount St. Mary
(won by the Mount) might have been
a match between the two best girls
swim teams in New Jersey history.
The old WHS and Cherry Hill East
teams in the 1980s were solid, as
were the IHA teams of the ’90s and
early 21st century. And Vineland’s
five-year run (2001-05) featured some
amazing “up top” girls. But for all
three events, superstars and depth,
WHS and the Mount would seem to

stand above the competition.
“It wasn’t just our top kids,” senior

Co-Captain Brittany Reyes said. “It
was all our girls. The girls in the
outside lanes were amazing. Meredith
(Smith) in the 200 free, Chrissy
(Isabella) in the fly, Lauren (Sullivan)
in the 50 … so many great swims. It
was just great!”

The win capped a hectic winter for
fourth-year coach Ruszala, who is
leaving her Westfield teaching posi-
tion next month to prepare for a June
wedding and get ready for her new
life in California. Early in the season
she lost senior standout Lauren
McCurdy to injury, and then Co-Cap-
tain Julia Cederroth missed a lot of
time due to sickness.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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Region 3 Wrestling
West/SPF Girls Basketball

West/W. Hills Boys Basketball

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LOOKING FOR THE NEARFALL POINTS…Raider Pat Mineo looks at the ref to see if he got three points for a nearfall
in his 145-lb title bout with Mike Jakubik of South Plainfield. Mineo won the crown with a 13-8 decision and celebrates after
the bout.

RAIDER SOCCER

CAMP

at SP-F High School Fields,
Scotch Plains

Director
Tom Breznitsky

SP-FHS
Boys Varsity Coach

Home of the
7 time

NJ State Champion
Boys’ Soccer Team

April 3-5 • 9am - 12pm

908-322-6102
raidercamp@comcast.net

Call for Information and Applications

PRESENTS

Spring 2007
 Mini Camp

Westfield Baseball League 

Spring tryouts 2007 
Major & Pony Leagues Only 

 

Majors: (5th & 6th grades) 
 
Date  Time   Names Event  Location  

3/3  9-11   A-L  Fielding Sid Fey field 
3/3  12-2   M-Z  Fielding Sid Fey field 
3/4   9-11   A-L  Hitting The Ballpark 
3/4   12-2   M-Z  Hitting The Ballpark 
3/10  9-11   A-L  Fielding Sid Fey field  
3/10  12-2   M-Z  Fielding Sid Fey field 
3/11  9-11   A-L  Hitting The Ballpark 
3/11  12-2   M-Z  Hitting The Ballpark 
Players (5th & 6th graders)who were on a Majors team last year do not 

need to tryout again, you will automatically be placed on a team 

 
Ponys: (7th thru 10th grades) 
 
Date  Time   Names Event  Location  

3/3  9-10:30  A-L  Fielding Houlihan field 
3/3  10:30-12:00  M-Z  Fielding Houlihan field 
3/4   9-10:30   A-L  Hitting The Ballpark 
3/4   10:30-12:00  M-Z  Hitting The Ballpark 
3/10  9-10   A-L  Fielding Houlihan field  
3/10  10-11   M-Z  Fielding Houlihan field 
3/11  9-10   A-L  Hitting The Ballpark 
3/11  10-11   M-Z  Hitting The Ballpark 
Players who were on a Pony league team last year and all 10th graders 

do not need to tryout again, you will automatically be placed on a team 

 

If you do not wish to try out for a Major or Pony team you will 

be automatically placed on either an International or Mustang 

team 

 
The Ballpark is located at 1 Silver Ct, Springfield, NJ     973-376-9295 

BETTY LYNCH
Broker / Sales Associate

CELL: 908-419-5141
bettlync@att.net

©2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.

WESTFIELD OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday March 4th, 1:00-4:00pm
 624 East Broad Street, Westfield

Pristine 4 bedroom, 2.1 bath Colonial within walking distance to town and commuter transportation.  Elegant entry
with leaded glass windows, classic living room with wood-burning fireplace, formal dining room, new state-of-the-
art kitchen with top of the line appliances.  First floor family room plus a fully finished recreation room on the lower
level.  Amenities include central air conditioning, hardwood flooring, security system, tiered deck, paver stone patio,
two-car garage and more.  A must see!  $1,100,000.  WSF1077

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THREE-PEAT UNION COUNTY CHAMPIONS…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Raiders overcame the
Westfield High School girls’ basketball team, 44-36, in overtime to capture the crown for the third time. Pictured, left to right,
are: bottom row; Nicole Mineo, Lauren Mains, Allie Zazzali and Kathryn DeCataldo; top row, Head Coach Bruce Davis,
Jackie Law, Emily Meehan, Molly Meehan, Laura Degman, Saxony Nielsen, Kaylan Jaichon and Assistant Coach Rob
Rafferty.
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Lady Raiders’ OT Surge Tops
Blue Devils for UCT Crown

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

the ones to seal the deal. Every time I
looked up at the clock while they
were on the line, I could feel it more
and more. I just knew we were going
to pull it out.”

“This is my last county game I’ll
ever play in. The county champion-
ship in soccer was important, but when
you lay it all out, I have been in five
championships and haven’t lost one
yet and wasn’t starting tonight. I was
absolutely on fire,” said Zazzali.

Junior guard Erin Miller led the
Blue Devils with 10 points, including
6-of-10 from the stripe, and made
five swipes. Freshman Diana Venezia
(10 rebounds, 3 blocks) finished with
seven points, including a 3-pointer,
while sophomore Kerri Pringle (10
rebounds, 2 steals) netted nine points,
including two from downtown. Se-
nior Katie Cronen rolled in seven
points and Gab O’Leary hit a 3-
pointer.

The teams had matching scores in
each quarter of regulation, with the
lead changing eight times.

“We were up with a minute and a
half to go. They wanted it, we wanted
it and this game could have gone
either way. The difference at the end
was that they came down the court,
played a little tougher and boxed out
when they had to, while we were not
hitting the boards in overtime,” said
Blue Devil Head Coach Joe Marino.
“When Venezia fouled out, that
changed the complexion of our de-
fense. Erin was held to ten points and
that makes a big difference.”

The 18-8 Blue Devils jumped out
to a 10-4 advantage in the opening
quarter. Pringle rattled the hoop from
downtown and added a 2-point
jumper. The 17-8 Raiders countered
with an 8-2 attack to end the quarter,
12-12. Molly Meehan and Zazzali
each hit four points.

With Zazzali’s 3-pointer, the Raid-
ers took a 19-14 lead the second quar-
ter. Venezia, however, came up with

two blocks, three rebounds and four
points to help knot the score, 20-20, at
the half. Degman’s four points helped
the Raiders take a 27-23 in the third
quarter until Miller answered with four
of her own to tie the score, 27-27.

Cronen opened the fourth quarter
with a 3-pointer that gave   Westfield
a brief, 30-27 advantage. The Raid-
ers, however, played solid in-your-
face defense with Law and Jaichon
controlling the inside. Zazzali scored
four key points as the Raiders went
on a 6-0 run to take a three-point lead.
Westfield pulled even, 35-35, to force
overtime when Pringle hit a 3-pointer
from the left side.

Zazzali opened the overtime, sink-
ing two free throws, then Mains made
her free throws and Law followed
with an inside basket after grabbing
an offensive rebound. With less than
a minute left, Zazzali dropped in the
game’s final three points on free
throws. Westfield scored on a free
throw by Pringle.

“Any team effort you see, that’s
going to be the winner. This was a
total team effort game. I never seen
more passion and I’m not surprised
with the outcome,” said Law. “It was
tough defense down there, crowding
around down low because of our pres-
ence. The guards really stepped up,
took some good outside shots, as well
as some inside ones, while there were
a lot of foul calls. It was basically fair
on each end and could not ask for
anything better.”

“It was a whole team effort and
everyone played amazing. Everyone
was feeding off each other. It felt so
good and everyone worked so hard,”
added Mains. “We knew that they
knew a lot of our offenses so we
installed some new things to kind of
catch them off guard. We kept con-
stant motion to get open shots and it
worked.”
Sc. Pl.-Fnwd 12   8   7   8   9 44
Westfield 12   8   7   8   1 36

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

She’s Looked At Life
From Both Sides Now

It was all so different, way back in
the winter of 2003-04. Casey El Koury
was a wide-eyed freshman, thrust into
a starting role on the WHS varsity girls
basketball team. As a freshman, she
finished the season as the team’s sec-
ond-leading scorer.

But that was also a WHS team that
played 21 games that winter and lost
all 21, most of them by wide margins.
“We had a lot of really good athletes on
that team, but they weren’t basketball
players first,” El Koury said.

You look at the names on that roster
and you see:

Lauren Sinnenberg, the team’s top
scorer, but more known as an outstand-
ing soccer goalie and lacrosse player.

Kristen Fietkiewicz, a standout vol-
leyball player and one of the best short-
stops in school softball history

Mary Kate Flannery, a four-year gem
of a centerfielder in softball.

And on and on …
Things changed dramatically the

next year when coach Joe Marino
greeted a freshman class that included
year-round hoopsters like Erin Miller,
Stephanie Slodyzcka, Gabby O’Leary
and Danielle Infantino. The team im-
proved to 9-14. The following year it
went 14-10 when Tara Handza came
aboard. This year’s team, with the ad-
dition of standout freshman Diana
Venezia and the improved play of se-
nior Katie Cronen, junior Gabby Jakub
and sophomore Keri Pringle is cur-
rently 19-8 (after Monday’s state tour-
nament first-round win over North
Hunterdon), tying the school record
for wins in a season, set back in 1990.

Basketball rules have changed over
the years, but the games are still just 32
minutes long and it’s still just five
players on the court at a time. Despite
being the team’s No. 2 scorer again last
year as a junior (in three games she
was the team’s leading scorer), El
Koury’s playing time has grown smaller
as the team’s talent level and win totals
grew larger.

She comes from an athletic family.
Her father, Joe, played basketball at
Cranford High School under Bill Mar-
tin from 1967-69, and older sisters
Lindsay (basketball) and Jessie (soc-
cer) were both athletically inclined.

“Ever since I saw my sisters pick up
a ball, I did the same. I always wanted
to be just like them,” said El Koury,
who wears the same No. 12 her sister
Lindsay wore. “Although my mom
(Pat) never played sports, her support
has been incredible. She always kept
reminding me that I could do or be
anything I wanted, as long as I worked
hard enough for it.

“But I definitely grew up a ‘daddy’s
girl,’ in the sense that whatever hob-
bies my dad had, I needed to have the
same, mostly basketball and golf. When
I was in third grade, my father was

coaching Jessie’s fifth-sixth grade team
and they needed more players, so I
signed up. I was barely able to reach
the basket from the foul line, but I was
still an asset in my father’s eyes. I was
able to play with the older girls and,
most importantly, my sister, which in
my eyes was a dream come true.”

By the time she was in ninth grade,
El Koury again found herself playing
with the older girls, starting on the
WHS varsity. That can be an intimidat-
ing situation but it wasn’t for El Koury,
who blended right in and became one
of the team’s leaders. “The losing got
old,” she said. “But that still might
have been my favorite year. We all got
along like we’d been friends forever.”

Over the next three seasons, the win
totals — and the expectations — grew.

“We all know that when we step on
the court now, teams fear us. They
have people scouting us weeks in ad-
vance of our game,” she said. “Other
people could see our talent and we
eventually started to believe in our-
selves as well. This year everyone gets
along. We realized that we have to
stick together. Without that, we are
nothing. Together we fought through
all the politics of high school basket-
ball, together we dragged ourselves
out of bed during the off-season to get
into the weight room, and together we
plan to take it all.”

And El Koury is now getting a chance
to show that the little girl who once
trailed along behind her older sisters to
the gym has grown into a young woman
who sees the big picture. As a senior
captain (along with Cronen and Miller)
and the team’s lone four-year player, El
Koury is part-player, part-liason be-
tween the coach and the other players.

“The coaches come to me about
problems on the team, because I’m the
oldest and I’ve been around so long, so
I know how the ‘system’ works,” she

said. “But I don’t insist on any ‘higher
role’ on the team, I just try to be the one
to level it out. When there’s a conflict
between different girls, or players and
coaches, I try to be the mediator; not
because I’m older or the captain, I do
it because without a high amount of
respect going both ways, we will end
up back in my freshman year, frus-
trated and with the loss of a possible
successful season.”

Having the role of peacemaker
doesn’t make it any easier to deal per-
sonally with her last season of orga-
nized basketball. A starter for 3½ years,
El Koury has become a role player. If
you’ve ever been an athlete, you know
how difficult that can be for a highly
competitive, and very talented, athlete.

“As a starter, that always made me
feel so accomplished and on top of the
world. Basketball season would roll
around and every grueling condition-
ing practice in the off-season would all
of a sudden be worth it,” she said. “I
was always the athletic daughter, the
one whose name always appeared in
the newspapers. Now I’m the girl re-
trieving water for the rest of my team-
mates and making sure everyone is
paying attention in practice so when
they get in the game, they know what
to do.

“It’s frustrating, but I show up for
practice every day ready to work. It’s
my obligation to my teammates to put
in the effort every day.”

El Koury’s basketball career will
likely end when WHS’s season ends.
She hopes to go to Providence College
but doesn’t expect to play basketball
beyond the intramural level.

“I love the sport, and always will,
but college will be time for me to fully
concentrate on my studies. I want to
study abroad and experience new
things,” she said. “I will never stop
playing completely. But you can’t let

something like a sport define you as a
person.”

PLANTIN’ A PREPPIE
Colin Mackay would have rather

have been wrestling in the state finals
in Atlantic City this weekend. But the
senior did end his WHS career in stun-
ning fashion, scoring an 11-second pin
over a Delbarton opponent in the Re-
gion 3 wrestlebacks.

Only Chris Jordan has ever had a
faster WHS pin, an eight-second ce-
ment job in 1989 against North Bergen.
Other 11-second pins were by: Bill
Tomlinson (1962 vs. Rahway), Paul
Wampler (1987 vs. Plainfield) and Ken
Marsh (1990 vs. Cranford). Other
quickies: Mark Giacone (12 seconds,
1986 vs. Hunterdon Central), Jeff
Checchio (12 seconds, 1995 vs.
Kearny) and Steve Jones (14 seconds,
1967 vs. A.L. Johnson).

IN PASSING
It was beyond extremely sad to hear

that Heather Braun (WHS ’90), daugh-
ter of WHS Hall of Famer Pete Braun
(’61) and Martha O’Neil (’63), died
last Wednesday of a heart attack at the
way-too-young age of 34. Heather was
a member of two of the greatest ath-
letic teams in WHS history — the 1988
soccer team that won the state Group 4
title and the ’89 team that shared the
crown with East Brunswick. The teams,
coached by George Kapner, went a
combined 40-2-2.

Heather is survived by her husband
and two sons, one of whom had his
fifth birthday party last Friday.

ON THIS DATE
1947: Bob Clotworthy wins the first

of his three straight state diving titles,
and becomes the first of WHS’s 83
state champions in swimming and div-
ing. Clotworthy went on to win a bronze
medal at the 1952 Olympics in
Helsinki, Finland, and a gold medal at
the 1956 Olympics in Melbourne,
Australia.

DEVILS OF THE WEEK
This week’s free subs from Al the

Owner at Westfield Subs (261 South
Avenue East) go to seniors Colin
Sullivan and Chrissy Isabella. Sullivan
had four lifetime best swims in
Sunday’s Public A final against Cherry
Hill West. “C-Sull” went 28.15 in his
50 breaststroke on the medley relay,
57.11 in the 100 butterfly, 23.62 lead-
ing off the 200 freestyle relay and
1:03.68 in the 100 breaststroke.
Isabella, like Sullivan a high school-
only swimmer, ended her career in the
Public A final against West Windsor-
Plainsboro South with a two-second-
plus drop to a 1:02.73 and a key fourth
place in the 100 butterfly.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with comments,
suggestions and complaints at
bj1019@aol.com. GO DEVILS!

Devil of the Week
Colin Sullivan

Chrissy Isabella
Swimming

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SHOWING HIS TRUE COLORS…Bruce Johnson, adorned in blue, shaved his
beard in the form of a “W” and dyed it blue for the boys and girls swim teams’ state
championship meets.

CRANFORD $469,000 WESTFIELD $799,000

SCOTCH PLAINS $699,000 WESTFIELD $1,300,000

WESTFIELD $489,000

MOUNTAINSIDE $989,000

Custom 9 room home on nearly 10K square foot lot includes 4
Bedrooms, 2 baths, first floor Family Room, finished basement, deck
and close to transportation.

Captivating Colonial situated on magnificent property offers hard-
wood floors, beautiful moldings, Living Room with stone fireplace,
Formal Dining Room with corner cabinet, sun-filled Family Room,
Eat-In Kitchen, powder room, den, butterfly stairway, 4 Bedrooms,
updated bath, walk-up attic and deep backyard.  Conveniently located.

Spacious center hall Colonial offers an updated Eat-In Kitchen with
Corian counters, Living Room and Family Room with fireplaces,
fabulous sun room with view of yard, Master Bedroom with dressing
area and bath, all large Bedrooms, beautiful property.

Situated off a private lane, this one-of-a-kind, 4 Bedroom, 3.5 bath
home is inviting and full of classic charm.  Features a Living Room
and Recreation Room with wood-burning fireplace and offers views
of Gregory’s Pond.

Totally renovated 5 Bedroom, 3.1 bath home with outstanding fea-
tures and winter views.  Located on a lovely, dead-end street it is just
waiting for you to move in.  Come see for yourself!

Lovely Split Level offers 7 rooms and includes 3 Bedrooms, 2 baths,
Living Room with fireplace and built-ins, Dining Room with corner
cupboards and French doors to porch, Kitchen with separate eating
area, oak floors, CAC and updated electric.
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ZAZZALI HITS 2 FREE THROWS WITH :08 LEFT IN OT

Lady Raider B’ballers Sting
Tigers in UCT Seesaw Battle

VENEZIA SCORES 22, BONARD NAILS KEY 3-POINTER

Blue Devil Hoop Boys Reject
Basketball Warriors, 55-51

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The emotional seesaw of joy-to-
heartbreak-to-joy tipped in favor of
the third-seeded Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School girls basket-
ball team when senior guard Allie
Zazzali went to the line and hit both
of her free throws with eight seconds
remaining in overtime to earn her
team a 54-52 victory over 10th-seeded
Linden in the semifinals of the Frank
J. Cicarell Union County Tournament
at the Dunn Center in Elizabeth on
February 21.

Zazzali hit a game-high 28 points
(23 in regulation, including four 3-
pointers) and sank 12 of her 14 free
throws, including five of six in over-
time. On several occasions, her 3-
pointers and free throws caused the
seesaw to shift in the 15-8 Raiders’
direction.

“It was like free throw for free
throw, free throw for free throw,” said
Zazzali. “I respect Linden but it was
like we had to win and with them it
was the same way. It was so hard
fought. Everyone’s heart was like lay-
ing there.”

The very first shift came early in
the first quarter when Zazzali hit her
first 3-pointer just after teammate
Kaylin Jaichon (6 points, 7 rebounds,
5 tipped shots) slid in a lay-up. Molly
Meehan (4 points, 4 assists, 2 steals)
followed with a 2-pointer, Zazzali
added two free throws and another 3-

pointer and Jaichon grabbed an of-
fensive rebound and answered with a
lay-up to give the Raiders a 14-2 lead.
The Raiders won the quarter, 16-8.

The Raiders were having much suc-
cess containing Tiger outside shooter
Maesoon Deeb, who sank only three
of her nine points in the first half, but
it was Deonna Overton (8 rebounds,
17 points) who was giving the Raiders
headaches under both boards, espe-
cially in the second quarter where the
13-11 Tigers went on a 16-4 run to take
a 24-20, halftime lead.

“We missed 10-12 chippies. We
had some good shots. They just
weren’t going down. We got the ball
inside. We got called for a walk. We
stole the ball. We got called for a
walk. We turned the ball right back
over to them,” said Raider Head Coach
Bruce Davis.

With their feet dangling at the top

of the seesaw, Lauren Mains (5 re-
bounds, 3 assists, 2 steals) gave the
Raiders some solid footing with a 3-
pointer early in the third quarter.
Zazzali followed with a lay-up and
two 3-pointers and Jackie Law (7
rebounds, 8 points, 3 assists, 2 steals)
hit for two as the Raiders won the
quarter, 13-4, to take a 33-28 lead.

“Our strategy was to get it inside
and they knew that but our three-
pointers were falling,” explained
Zazzali.

“We were trying to go inside out,”
said Davis. “They were double team-

ing Zazzali, rolling up on her every
chance they got. We were trying to
get the ball to the high post and Jackie
was kicking it back out to them. If
you go inside out, you get those better
shots. We weren’t doing that in the
second quarter.”

Each team was banging its end of
the seesaw on the ground in the fourth
quarter but the Tigers weighed in a bit
heavier and cut the Raiders’ lead to
43-42 with 1:26 remaining in regula-
tion when Deeb sank a 2-pointer.
Zazzali answered with two free throws
but Arsola Hooper (8 points) hit a lay-
up and Deeb sank two from the line to
give the Tigers a 46-45 lead. Law
then took matters into her hands when
she went to the line and hit both of her
free throws, making the score 47-46.

Then after the Tigers missed a lay-
up, it looked as if victory was at hand

when Emily Meehan (4 re-
bounds, 5 points) grabbed the
rebound and was fouled with
two seconds left. Heartbreak
followed. Meehan missed
both free throws and at-
tempted a rebound, but was
called for fouling, sending
Hooper to the line for two
shots with just one second on
the clock.

“Her teammates picked her
up. We made a lot of mistakes
in the game but we hung in
there,” said coach Davis.

“Right then, it was, ‘Are
you serious?’ We were so
happy because we had just
taken the lead. It was the hard-
est game I have ever played,”
said Zazzali.

Hooper hit her first shot and
missed the second to force
overtime.

Overton scored first in over-
time but Jaichon hit for two
and Zazzali sank three of four
from the line to put the Raid-

ers in front, 52-49.
“My hands were shaking. My legs

were starting to give out. I was so
nervous but I am very comfortable on
the free throw line,” commented
Zazzali.

Overton answered with a lay-up
and Hooper hit a free throw with 20
seconds left to tie the score. The ball
went into the hands of Zazzali who
drew the foul and sank both shots to
send the Raiders into a showdown
with Westfield for the championship.
Linden   8 16   4 19 5 52
Sc. Pl.-Fnwd 16   4 13 14 7 54

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior point guard Tom Bonard
answered a 3-pointer with a key 3-
pointer of his own in the final 30
seconds to put the Westfield High
School boys basketball team in the
driver’s seat en route to a 55-51 vic-
tory over Watchung Hills in Westfield
on February 22. The 16-8 Blue Dev-
ils’ effectiveness with their inside-
out game in the second quarter also
proved to be a key factor in their
victory.

“In the second quarter, the coach
said to work it around and take our
best shots, work inside out and it paid
off,” said senior Mike Venezia, who
scored 22 points to up his career var-
sity total to 1,032.

The Blue Devils and the 15-9 War-
riors traded punches in the first quar-
ter and came up with a 14-14 stand-
off. Bonard, who finished with 12
points and five rebounds, made a lay-
up and fed Dan Pritsker and Tony
DiIorio, who each nailed a 3-pointer.
Warrior Jesse Ross (20 points) and
Justin Matisak (14 points) each rolled
in two lay-ups, while Eric Kane and
Kyle Rawson each sank a 3-pointer.

The second quarter began with

Venezia drawing a foul underneath
the basket and converting both free
throws. Next, Bonard went outside
with a 3-pointer, drew a foul and sank
the free throw. Venezia, who buck-
eted nine points in the quarter, came
inside and pushed in a lay-up, then
went outside and pumped in a 3-

pointer, then followed with another
lay-up. Chris Jenkins added a lay-up
as the Blue Devils won the quarter,
15-8, to take a 29-22 lead at the half.
Bonard and Mike Lessner (1 point)
added assists in the successful action.

“We were working well as a team.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

Topping 1,000 Career Points

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
REACHING FOR THE REBOUND…Blue Devil Mike Lessner, No. 32, reaches for the rebound in the game with Watchung
Hills. The Blue Devils defeated the visiting Warriors, 55-51,

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WINNING A REAL THRILLER…The Raider girls rejoice just after defeating Linden, 54-
52, in overtime to advance to the Union County championship game with Westfield.

A SCORING SENSATION…Blue Devil senior Mike Venezia scored 22 points
against the Warriors to up his career total to 1,032.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

WESTFIELD OFFICE 185 ELM STREET /  WESTF IELD,  NJ  07090 /  908-654-7777

weichert.com

SCOTCH PLAINS NEW CONSTRUCTION $899,900 WESTFIELD ENGLISH COLONIAL $1,199,000
Charming 3 bedroom, 2 bath English Colonial located on a tree-lined street.  Living room features a gas
fireplace with built-in bookcases, formal dining room, eat-in kitchen, hardwood floors and chestnut
trim.  Finished basement, garage with loft space, deck and fenced-in backyard complete this lovely
home.  (052000911)

SCOTCH PLAINS CENTER HALL COLONIAL $550,000
Gorgeous new 3,500+ SF Custom Colonial built by NCN Properties.  This home has a wonderful, open
floor plan & offers outstanding features & fine craftsmanship throughout.  Spacious 2-story foyer, tray
ceilings in LR & DR, FR with coffered ceilings & gas fireplace, gourmet kitchen & butler’s pantry w/
granite counters, library, mud room & ½ bath all on the 1st fl.  The 2nd fl. boasts a master suite w/his & her
walk-in closets & spa-like bath.  A Jack & Jill bathroom sits between two other bedrooms, and the 4th

bedroom has a private bath & walk-in closet.  The 2nd fl. laundry & 2-car built-in garage complete the
amenities of this fantastic home.  (052001722)

This immaculate 4 bedroom, 2 ½ bath Center Hall Colonial is bright, airy and ready for your family.  Enjoy
the spacious eat-in kitchen and let the 2nd floor laundry bring a smile to your face.  Of course it has central
air, hardwood floors, formal living room etc . . . and the golf course is only steps away! (052001184)

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. The monthly mortgage payments quoted in this ad are to qualified buyers buying a single family owner-occupied residence, based upon a 20% downpayment.  The payments are calculated using a 3-1 interest only adjustable rate mortgage loan (ARM) with an initial interest rate of 6.625%, and an initial A.P.R. of 6.840%.  Payments are interest only for the first 10 years, and from
year 11 through maturity, amortization is based on 20 years.  The interest rate is based on an index plus a margin, with a loan amount of $500,000.  The payment is fixed for the first 3 years, and because the interest rate may change after 3 years, the payment shown may change at the 4th year and annually thereafter subject to applicable margins and/or caps.  At each adjustment, the interest rate is set at 2.5% above the index (margin) and it may not decrease or increase more than 2 percent-
age points (cap), and over the life of the loan, it may not increase or decrease more than 6 percentage points (lifetime cap). Figures used herein are approximate and do not include property taxes, condo/association fees, or hazard insurance.  Interest rates quoted are as of 1/20/07 and subject to change.  As an example, on a $500,000 30-year loan with an initial interest rate of 6.625%, the maximum amount that the interest rate can rise under this loan program is 6 percentage points to
12.625%, and the estimated monthly payment for the first 3 years is $2760.42 with a maximum interest payment of $3474.83 thru year 10 (Based on a Truth in Lending Disclosure Estimate) and a maximum principal and interest payment of $5384.83 after year 10.  We are not responsible for typographical errors.  You should ask about interest rate, margin, and other terms and conditions before you apply.  Mortgage Access Corp. d/b/a Weichert Financial Services, Executive Offices, 225 Littleton
Road, Morris Plains, NJ, 07950.  1-800-829-CASH.  Licensed by the NJ Dept. of Banking and Insurance.  Licensed Mortgage Banker with the State Dept. of Banking in NY, CT, and PA.  Licensed Lender in DE, MD, VA, D.C.  Weichert Financial Services arranges loans with third-party providers.  Equal Housing Lender.  Weichert Financial Services is an affiliate of Weichert, Realtors®.  For your benefit, consider a career in real estate.  Call 1-800-301-3000 today!

WESTFIELD MUST SEE! $999,000
Unique 1982 Contemporary corner home featuring 3-4 bedrooms, 2 ½ baths, private 1st floor master
bedroom suite, inviting courtyard, beamed ceilings, hardwood floors throughout, custom built-ins galore.
Conveniently located to downtown and so much more.  (052001656)

BUY FOR $3,203/MO.

SCOTCH PLAINS OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 3/4  12-4PM $725,000
A pristine, beautifully constructed Colonial, boasting quality details & amenities.  Four bedrooms, 2 ½
baths, central air, central vacuum, tastefully decorated.  Full basement, tranquil yard with deck – great for
outdoor enjoyment, sprinkler system, oversized 2-car garage.  All this in move-in condition.  DIR: Terrill
rt on Raritan #1010 (052001616)

BUY FOR $3,512/MO.
ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO

BUY FOR $2,430/MO.

WESTFIELD
NEW CONSTRUCTION

$795,000

Custom Center Hall Colonial.  Four
bedrooms, formal living and dining rooms,
family room with fireplace, designer kitchen
with granite countertops, hardwood floors
throughout, master bath with whirlpool tub,
full basement, walk-up attic, 2 ½-3 baths
and Hardi-Plank ™ exterior with masonry
accents.  Call Ralph for more information
at 908-591-6283  (052000589)
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Raiders Mineo, Gano Capture Region 3 Wrestling Crowns; Olsson Places Third, MacKay Fourth
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

life! At the end, I hit a dump (barrel
roll). I cannot believe it worked! At
the beginning, I hit a nice high crotch
(takedown),” Olsson explained.

Westfield Blue Devil Colin
MacKay (130-lbs) used punishing top
control in the second period to ride
out Union’s Bryan Gomes, who had
defeated him in the regions last year,
then scored an escape and a double
leg takedown in the third period to
gain a 3-0 decision in the quarterfinals.

“I beat him earlier in the year. I
wasn’t ready to let him repeat. I have
been working too hard. I need to open
up a little more, take more shots,”
said MacKay.

After losing, 11-3, to eventual
champion Anthony Priore of Johnson
(ALJ), MacKay opened up and
slammed Colin Hayes (Del) to the
mats in 12 seconds to advance to the
third place consolations.

“I was looking for a duck (under).

I ended up getting the arm because he
was in a bad position and I threw it,”
explained MacKay. “Leave it all on
the mats! That’s what I’m doing!”

MacKay lost his bid for AC when
Bryan Hunt (So Pl) scored a takedown
in overtime to win, 7-5.

Raider heavyweight Joe Blaes added
more credibility when he scored a low
single takedown and a nearfall to de-
feat second-seeded Eric Kaminsky, 5-
2, to advance to the semis.

“He was a big guy and wanted
to go upper body so I decided to
go low. I had to roll him anyway
I could. Last week, it worked
with the arm bar so I used the arm
bar,” said Blaes.

After falling to Shelomi Hohn
of Morristown (Mo), Blaes was
defeated 6-4 by Brad Martin (So
Pl) in the wrestlebacks.

Governor Livingston’s (GL)
Matt Fullowan recorded an 8-1
decision over Ron Landy (HP)
then reached deeply to record an
escape and a takedown late in the
third period to advance to the 171-
lb finals with a 6-3 victory over
Dan Pompilio (So Pl).

“Everyone from South Plainfield
is pretty good. It’s a really good
program. I beat him in the district
finals a week ago but you can’t
look away from this match. He’s a
decent wrestler,” commented
Fullowan. “I made it to Atlantic
City. That’s what I wanted!”

Fullowan became the victim of a
55-second fall to Kyle Kaufman in
the finals but earned his trip to AC.

Although losing, 16-7, in the
quarterfinals, Blue Devil John Barnes
(119-lbs) nearly pinned Ben McNeil
(Par Hills) who eventually placed
second. In the wrestlebacks, Barnes
had a 7-3 lead over Dan Conroy (Br)
but got caught in a spladle. Conroy
finished third.

Raider Tristan Bundy (112-lbs) had
a pair of victories but lost his bid for
AC by dropping a 6-1 decision to
Greg Pollock (Mill). Raider Keith
Baker (215-lbs) won a 3-1, overtime
decision over Trevor Martin (NPr),
lost, 6-4, to Sandile Manzini
(Rahway) in the quarterfinals then
dropped a 9-5 decision to Roselle
Park’s (RP) Mike Lefano in the
wrestlebacks.

Blue Devil Andy Castrorao, who
recorded a 7-5 win in the first round,
and Raider Trevor Cannon both lost
by decision in the first round of the
152-lb wrestlebacks. Blue Devil Mark
Boyd (160-lbs), who was defeated in
the quarterfinals by top-seeded
Brendan Ard (WH), lost, 7-2, in the
first round wrestlebacks. GL’s Rob
Coughlin lost, 3-2, to Jorge Branco
(RP) for third place at 145-lbs.

Raiders Mike Ridge (140-lbs),
Mike Ferrara (130-lbs), Dave
DeNichilo (160-lbs), Joe Bachi (171-
lbs) and Billy Jacobs (189-lbs) lost in
the first round on February 20.

CHAMPIONSHIP BOUTS:
103: – Knapp (Br) d Heilman (So Pl), 5-3
112: – Hunter (So Pl) p Terrezza (NPr)
119: – Perrelli (Del) tf McNeil (Par Hills),
17-2, 4:22
125: – Gano (SPF) p Nobbs (NPr), 1:47
130: – Priore (ALJ) d Joe Lospinoso
(Br), 4-0
135: – Melde (Del) p Ashnault (So Pl), 4:37
140: – Nick Bach (Par) d Nick Dorey (So
Pl), 9-3
145: – Mineo (SPF) d Jakubik (So Pl),
13-8
152: – Evans (Br) d Dessino (Mx), 9-7
160: – Ard (WH) d Mark Wagner (So Pl),
3-1, OT
171: – Kaufman (Mad) p Fullowan (GL), :55
189: – Joe Bozzomo (Mx) d Hany
Elshiekh (Br), 8-4
215: – Boyden (Br) d Preston Johnson
(So Pl), 8-3
Hwt: – Brad Mclaren (Columbia) p Hohn
(Mo), 4:42

THIRD PLACE BOUTS:
103: – Dave Standridge (Par) p Steve
Godine (WP), 1:27
112: – Ryan Colwell (Mad) d Pollock
(Mill), 7-0
119: – Conroy (Br) d Chris Mazzocchi
(Mad), 8-3
125: – Kyle Hussey (Par) p Keith Switzer
(Del), 1:41
130: – Hunt (So Pl) d MacKay (W), 7-5, OT
135: – Olsson (SPF) d Mraz (Br), 5-3, OT
140: – Mike Montgomery (RP) d Dan
Coppola (SH), 11-10
145: – Branco (RP) d Coughlin (GL), 3-2
152: – Sam Martin (So Pl) p Larry Peotter
(NPr)
160: – Dustin Brooks (Boonton) d Eric
Bergman (SH), 8-5
171: – Umar Tamarov (Br), 12-7
189: – Lloyd (Mo) d Jon Conroy (So Pl), 8-3
215: – Rich Tabor (Elizabeth) d Mike
Hall (Mad), 3-2
Hwt: – Spencer Williams (Par Hills) d
Martin (So Pl), 8-1

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SAVING THE BEST TO LAST…Raider Ricky Olsson (135-lbs) defeated
Brearley’s Joe Mraz, 5-3, in overtime to qualify for AC.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PUTTING ON PRESSURE…Blue Devil John Barnes, left, nearly defeated
Brearley’s Dan Conroy who placed third at 119-lbs.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COMING SO CLOSE…Blue Devil Colin MacKay, right, lost, 7-5, in overtime to
South Plainfield’s Bryan Hunt in the 130-lb third-place bout.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PULLING OFF AN UPSET…Raider heavyweight Joe Blaes, right, upset second-
seeded Eric Kaminsky of Johnson, 5-2, to advance to the semifinals.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
125-LB REGION 3 CHAMP…Raider Sal Gano, top, pinned Matt Nobbs of New
Providence in 1:42 to win the 125-lb Region 3 title.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Direct Line: 908-301-2015

Hye-Young Choi
#1 Realtor in the Westfield Office - 2005

Top Associate, Total Production - 11 Years!

email: hye-young@att.net
WESTFIELD OFFICE • 209 CENTRAL AVENUE • 908-233-5555, EXT. 169

© 2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Westfield…Magnificent custom 5 BR, 4 full, 3 half BTH Tudor built by Stone
Creek on prestigious Highland Ave. The finest architectural detail and
craftsmanship. Coffered ceilings, archways, 5 fireplaces, exquisite millwork,
old world wainscoting, hardwood floors throughout. Spectacular gourmet
kitchen with superior appliances w/adjacent family room w/stone frplc.
Fabulous walk-out basement offers, guest suite, English pub, temperature
controlled wine cellar and great room w/fireplace. 3 stop elevator, 10ft ceil, 4
Zn HT & CAC.  WSF0136     $2,750,000

Mountainside . . . Private country setting, 1.77 acres on Hillside Ave with guest
cottage.  Unique Victorian w/ 4/5 BR, 3 1/2  BTH   . Spacious rooms w/antique
charm and ambiance. Elegant foyer opens to LR with floor to ceiling wndw &
frplc, Family RM w/frplc, new sunroom, holiday size Dining Rm and new gourmet
kitchen & powder RM and new master suite w/large MBTH. Noteworthy features
inc: high ceilings, wood floors, deep accent moldings, tall windows, central air,
newer master BTH, 2 tiered DK w/hot tub, gingerbread trim, porte cochere, circular
drive.      $1,799,000   WSF0041

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday March 4th • 1-4pm
910 Highland Avenue

weichert.com

Weichert

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777
weichert.com

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Invite Holly in,
and she’ll bring results!

Call For
More Information!

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO:
PRE-CONSTRUCTION OPPORTUNITY

Holly Cohen

WESTFIELD . . . Nestled on a tranquil cul-de-sac, this distinctive custom CH
Colonial residence boasts 4000 SF of luxury plus an additional 1700 SF of
finished basement w/full bath.  A regal stone façade with Hardi-Plank ™ siding,
3-car garage and substantial property are just the beginning.  Amenities include
a 2-story foyer with solid oak staircase, 5 bedrooms, 4 ½ baths, 2 fireplaces,
hardwood floors level 1 & 2, formal living and dining rooms featuring mahogany
inlays and tray & boxed beam ceilings, designer kitchen plus breakfast room,
master retreat with fireplace, sitting room, dual walk-in closets and ensuite spa
like bath, full walk-up attic and more!  (0520001589)

weichert.com

Weichert

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777
weichert.com

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Invite Ralph in,
and he’ll bring results!

Call For
More Information!

ELEGANT HOMES PRESENTS :
THE PINNACLE IN NEW CONSTRUCTION

Ralph Rapuano

WESTFIELD . . . A rare opportunity to own a distinctive custom Colonial.  A
beautifully landscaped ½ acre property will host this 6,000 SF gem.  Exquisite
unparalleled design, luxurious amenities & an enchanting setting combine to
deliver an unsurpassed level of excellence.  This prestigious 19 room Classic
includes a Grande master suite with fireplace, sitting room, his & her walk-in
closets, spa like bath & steam shower with seat & body sprays.  5 additional
large bedrooms, 6 full & 2 half baths and 2 solid oak staircases add convenience
to luxury.  Formal living room with wetbar, dining room, library w/fireplace,
family room w/fireplace will all be appointed with custom inlays in the hardwood
floors & complemented with custom designed ceilings.  An oversized designer
kitchen with French doors to a magnificent terrace will also include granite
tops, pantry, and a butler’s pantry, adjoining itself to an elegant dining room.  A
finished basement will complete this classic with over 2,750 SF.  (052001359)

weichert.com

Weichert

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777
weichert.com

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Invite Ralph in,
and he’ll bring results!

Call For
More Information!

CENTER HALL COLONIAL

Ralph Rapuano

MOUNTAINSIDE . . . Located in one of Mountainside’s most elegant
neighborhoods this classic Center Hall Colonial hosts 3-4 bedrooms, 3
full & 2 half baths.  Formal living & dining rooms, library, eat-in kitchen,
conservatory, den, powder room & full bath complete the perfect layout.
Hardwood floors, crown molding & 3 wood-burning fireplaces are a few
of the many appointments this gem contains.  Full finished basement w/
fireplace & half bath.  Master suite includes sitting area w/fireplace, dress-
ing room, walk-in closets & spa-like retreat.  (052111045)

weichert.com

Weichert

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777
weichert.com

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Invite Ralph in,
and he’ll bring results!

Call For
More Information!

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO

Ralph Rapuano

WESTFIELD . . . Rare opportunity to have the house of your dreams
built the way you want in a spectacular Westfield neighborhood.  This
Franklin School district property will boast at least 4 bedrooms and 4
full and 2 half baths.  Unsurpassed generations of quality building will
help guide you to your dream home.  Call today for more information
about this tremendous opportunity: 908-591-6283.  (052111044)

BUILT
TO SUIT
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The February 20 meet in Bayonne
more than lived up to expectations,
with WHS advancing after a 93-77
nail-biter. (Westfield then beat
Ridgewood 99-71 in the state semifi-
nals last Thursday.) Harley (200, 500
free) and DeLaFuente (200 IM, 100
fly) were double winners, and
Meserole captured the 100 back-
stroke, but again it was the team’s
depth of talent that pulled it through

against Bridgewater.
Coming into the B-R meet with a

3,756 power point average, WHS
improved to 4,154 against
Bridgewater. That total would im-
prove to 4,310 in the state final, a total
surpassed only one time — by the
powerhouse 2003 state championship
team led by Zach Coppa and Vinny
Shen — in the last 14 boys swim
seasons.

“It’s been a great four years; four
county titles, two sectional titles and
a state title,” Baran said. “Until you’ve
experienced Westfield boys swim-
ming, you can’t know the feelings we
have for each other. It’s hard to real-
ize that it’s over.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

LadyDevils Win
Public A Crown

CHW Boys Stop Blue Devils
For Public ‘A’ Swim Crown

CHE Edges Blue Devils
For Group 4 Kegling Title

Cherry Hill East (CHE) High
School, the South Jersey Sectional
Champions, won the Group 4 State
bowling championship by virtue of a
23 total pin count (3,095-3,072) over
the Westfield Blue Devils, who fin-
ished second, at Brunswick Zone
Carolier Lanes in East Brunswick on
February 19. CHE went on to win the
Tournament of Champions in the best-
of-five Baker format over No. 1 ranked
Woodbridge.

The Blue Devils were matched up
against Central Jersey Sectional
Champion South Brunswick in the
Group 4 finals and came away with a
convincing, 7-0 victory by a 3,072-
2,771 score. Senior Co-Captain
Harrison Mercado rolled a team-high
series of 695 (221, 214) and a high
game of 260 – the third highest of the
day, which earned him a trophy. Alex
Wronski had a high game of 247 and
a 643 series. Junior Eric Curialle had
a triplicate as he had three, 209 games
for a 627 series. Senior Co-Captain
Bryan Elsasser had a two-game total
of 397 (high game of 204). Junior
Arley Rojas rolled a 173 and junior
Brett Ettinger had a three game total
of 537.

CHE was matched up against Cen-
tral Jersey runner-up Howell and won
3,095-2,721.

“It was difficult for us to watch as
Cherry Hill won the championship,
knowing that we had the same fire-
power necessary to win the champion-
ship,” said Blue Devil Head Coach
Mike Tirone. “Becoming the state
champion is difficult due to the many
times there is a chance that may you
lose anywhere along the way. You just
need to keep on winning by a large

scores, usually 3,050 or above if you
are going to beat all the teams in the
tournament on that one particular day.”

The rest of the Group 4 field had
Brick Memorial third at 3,059. Bergen
Catholic was fourth with a 2,962.
Bayonne took fifth at 2,943. Linden
was sixth at 2,923. South Brunswick
was seventh at 2,771. Howell fin-
ished eighth at 2,721. Clifton took
ninth at 2,663 and Paramus Catholic
finished 10th at 2,628. All of the
Group 4 teams were rated by The
Star-Ledger in the top 20 before the
playoffs. Westfield was ranked No. 3.

By J.B. RAYMOND
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Maybe one of the joys of swim-
ming is that there are actually ways to
determine how well you performed.
Unlike other sports, which have more
undefinable ways of knowing whether
or not somebody had “a good game,”
swimming has stopwatches and com-
puter touchpads at the finish. And the
clock never lies.

So, while the Westfield High School
boys swim team had to settle for a
runnerup finish in Sunday’s state
Public A championship meet (losing
89-81 to Cherry Hill West), there was
no doubting how well they had per-
formed in a meet before a complete
overflow, turn-away crowd at the
College of New Jersey. The crowd
was even larger than Saturday’s
matchup between No. 1 St. August-
ine Prep and No. 2 St. Joseph.

“The guys did an awesome job,
every one of them,” senior Co-Cap-
tain P.J. Harley said. “We did every-
thing we could do.”

Cherry Hill West’s strength is its
sprint freestyles, which is also
Westfield’s semi-weak spot.

“We needed 81 points going into
that (last) relay, considering the
strength of their freestylers,” first-
year coach Jeff Knight said. “We sort
of knew they would take 1-3 (10
points), so with four for second we’d
have 85 and that’d be co-champs. But
we didn’t have 81. Still, we swam
some of our best times today and
there’s no shame in that. I’m proud of
every single one of our guys.”

Harley won the 200 and 500
freestyles, senior Co-Captain Luke
Baran captured the 100 backstroke in
a lifetime best 55.52 and juniors Chris
DeLaFuente (2:02 IM, 49.7 100 free)
and Matt Green (22.4 50, 50.02 100)
had lifetime bests in their two indi-
viduals.

But the two guys whose times re-
ally stood out were senior Co-Cap-
tain Colin Sullivan and junior Matt

Blutfield. Sullivan dropped four sec-
onds his 100 butterfly for a 57.11 and
then cut six seconds in his 100 breast-
stroke for a 1:03.68. Blutfield did a
lifetime best 56.24 in the 100 fly, and
a high school-best 1:03.50 in the 100
breaststroke (tying him with two-time
state champion Joe Wilson on The
Top 15 list).

Other standout efforts were by Mike
Oster (1:51 in the 200 free), Matt
Morgan (1:54 200 free, 5:13 500 free),
Matt Meserole (56 back), Jack
Trimble (24.0 50), Baran (56.5 fly),
Andrew Cordiero (54 100 free), Evan
Paulan (1 100 back) and Matt Gelmetti
(53.9 100 free). And just about every-
body who swam on a relay did a
lifetime best split.

“I’m so proud of every guy on this
team, they’re like my brothers and I
love them,” a teary Sullivan said.
“Being on the swim team has been
the best thing I’ve ever done … OK,
maybe except having Casey El Koury
as my girlfriend.”

To get to the state final, WHS had
to get past defending state champion
Bridgewater-Raritan, which had
eliminated the Blue Devils in the last
two North 2 Public A sectional finals.

It’s almost frightening to think of
adding anything that would make the
WHS lineup more powerful.

The Pirates of WW-P South won
the opening medley relay, but WHS
cruised in with a 2-3. Kuska just
missed her school record in the 200
with a 1:55.41, and freshmen Jill
Kandigan and Meredith Smith went
3-5. Then Fraser finished second in
the 200-individual medley, just miss-
ing the school record with a 2:11+.
Lemberg won the 50 free in a sizzling
24.54 (No. 2 all-time at WHS) and
Liz Hawkins (25.14) and Sullivan
(26.05) finished 2-5 for a 33-29 lead.
WHS would never trail.

“I couldn’t believe my time,”
Hawkins said. “It’s a drop of six-tenths
of a second from my best, and it’s not
easy to drop that much in the 50.”

Kate Winters won the 100 butterfly
for WW-P South (15-1), but again
Kandigan, Reyes and Isabella came
in 2-3-4 for a 9-7 advantage in points.

“I’m so, so happy for Chrissy
Isabella,” Ruszala said. “She’s a high
school-only swimmer and she works
so hard. It’s great to see her get a time
like that in her last high school swim.”

“It’s something I’ll never forget,
ever,” a smiling Isabella said.

The score kept mounting after that.
Lemberg won the 100 in 53.42, Kuska
came within a whisker of the school
record in the 500 free with a super-
fast 5:05.88.

Then it was Fraser’s turn in the
backstroke. “I’ve been chasing that
record (Brandeis Wright’s 1:01.53 in
1989) for four years, and to get it in
this meet is unbelievable, it’s beyond
ecstatic,” she said.

WW-P South got a win in the breast-
stroke from freshman Rebecca
Lewinson, but Katie Morgan (1:09+),
Catherine Maguire (1:10+) and Katie
Heffernan (1:12+) all posted season-
best times to go 2-3-4 and put the
meet away.

While WHS graduates 13 seniors
— who range from super talented
(Morgan, Reyes, Darrell Ann Smith,
Fraser, Cederroth, McCurdy), to solid
(Isabella), to good, and also super
talented cheerers/teammates (Caitlyn
Oster, Ilene Goodman, Beth Budnick,
Emily Bregman, Nicole DeBenedetto,
Erica Kettelson) — and loses its
coach, there is plenty of talent return-
ing. Kuska, Lemberg and Hawkins
figure to continue rewriting the record
board, and Kandigan, Maguire,
Heffernan, Meredith Smith, Sullivan,
Stephanie Albright, Emily Budnick,
Kelsey Wilson, Kyle Higgins and
Elaine Anderson are all battle-tested
veterans now.

“It’s time to move on,” a teary
Ruszala said. “But today is some-
thing I’m never going to ever forget.”

Cager Klimowicz Earns
All-NJAC First Team
EWING, NJ. – Sophomore Hillary

Klimowicz of Scotch Plains was one
of two players from The College of
New Jersey women’s basketball team
to be honored as they landed spots on
the All-New Jersey Athletic Confer-
ence basketball teams. Klimowicz
was named to the First Team.

Klimowicz led the Lions in scoring
this season at a clip of 12.4 points per
game. She led the conference in field-
goal percentage connecting on 58.6
percent of her shots from the floor
(130-for-222). She also ranked sec-
ond in the NJAC in free throws at 81.8
percent.

Defensively, Klimowicz led the
Lions with 75 blocked shots (second
in conference) and grabbed 7.4 re-
bounds (ninth in NJAC). Klimowicz
recorded nine double-doubles and was
also named to the Salem State Col-
lege All-Tournament Team. She led
the team in scoring on 13 occasions
and in rebounding 12 times.

Lady Devil Cagers Rap
N. Hunterdon, 63-48

Freshman Diana Venezia pulled
down 13 rebounds to set a Westfield
High School girls basketball season
record of 192 in a 63-48 Blue Devil
victory over visiting North Hunterdon
in the first round of the North Jersey,
Group 4, Section 2 tournament on
February 26. The previous record of
179 was set by teammate Stephanie
Slodyczka in the 2004-05 season.

Venezia finished with 18 points,
including 10 of 11 from the line. Erin
Miller (7 assists) hit 11 of 12 from the
line and finished with 16 points. Gab
O’Leary (3 steals, 3 rebounds) netted
nine points and Tara Handza (2 as-
sists) finished with 13 points.
Slodyczka and Keri Pringle (3 re-
bounds) had three points each and
Katie Cronen had four rebounds.
N. Hunterdon   8   9 17 14 48
Westfield (19-8) 27 10 13 13 63

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

BLUE DEVIL CLEAN SWEEP…Pictured, left to right, Blue Devils Luke Baran,
Chris DeLaFuente and Matt Blutfield) swept the butterfly event from Bridgewater-
Raritan in the state sectional swimming championship in Bayonne. Chris took
first, Luke took second and Matt touched third in what proved to be a pivotal event
that helped Westfield gain its first sectional title in three years.

2007 Public A State Swim Champions

TOP OF THE HEAP…The Blue Devil girls swim team defeated West Windsor-
Plainsboro South for the Public A State championship.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Coldwell Banker®, Since 1906, America's Premier Real Estate Company

Denotes Open House

Coldwell Banker Home Loans
888-317-5416
Concierge Services 800-353-9949
Global Relocation Services  877-384-0033
Previews International Estates Division  800-575-0952

Mobility Broker Network

www.ColdwellBankerMoves.com

Westfield 908-233-5555
209 Central Avenue

Some people think just any real estate company will do.
Others expect more.

Westfield Westfield

Westfield Cranford

Traditionally styled 9 yr old CHC, EIK opens to fam. rm.,
wood flrs.  Gracious home for today’s lifestyle.  WSF0099

Charming 4 bedroom, 2.1 bath colonial in Wychwood.
Freshly painted exterior.  CAC, updated baths.  Beautifully
appointed.  WSF0059

Gracious classic 5 bedroom, 3 full, 2 half bath Tudor on
almost half an acre in historic Stoneleigh Park.  Huge
kitchen.  WSF0084

Exquisite 11 room home.  5 bedrooms, 3.1 baths, gourmet
kitchen opens to family room, conservatory/media room
and more.  WSF9863

College Estates ranch.  3 bedrooms, 2 baths, sunny fam-
ily room, updated eat-in kitchen and baths.  Approxi-
mate 1/3 acres.  WSF0866

Westfield

© 2006 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

$2,150,000 $899,000 $1,250,000

$1345,000 $635,000Cranford
Circa 1890 classic beauty.  An architectural jewel with 6
bedroms, intricate woodwork & more enhanced by pic-
turesque grounds. WSF0077

$869,900
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WF PAL Wrestlers Compete
At NJGSWL Tournament

VOORHEES – Twelve wrestlers
from the Westfield PAL grade school
wrestling team topped off their wres-
tling season by attending the New
Jersey Grade School Wrestling
League (NJGSWL) Tournament on
February 18.

Matt Albano, Christian Barber,
Helen Delpopolo, Erik Gozdieski,
Tony Pafumi, Troy Skibitsky, Tom
Sweeney and Kyle Saggio all repre-
sented Westfield at the varsity level.
Kieran Cline, Nick Knepper, Brendan
Oster and Anthony Venckus partici-
pated at the Junior Varsity level.

All wrestlers were matched with
20 of the most competitive teams
from New Jersey, including High
Point, Kenilworth, South Plainfield,
Phillipsburg and others. At the Var-
sity level, Matt Albano (90-lbs) com-
pleted his impressive 14-3 season
record with additional match wins,
one loss, and a major decision against
his Randolph opponent to clutch sev-
enth place. Troy Skibitsky (95-lbs)
advanced with stout momentum in
his 15-man stacked weight class to

place sixth. Christian Barber (107-
lbs) made a strong advancement
through a 16-man bracket to take
fourth in a close one-point match
against Randolph to finish 19-5. Tony
Pafumi (140-lbs) hammered through
his studded bracket, recording three
pins on his way to his final match
where he reversed his season loss
beating North Hunterdon, 6-4, to place
third. Helen Delpopolo (150-lb) re-
corded two pins and advanced to her
final match to take sixth in her 13-
person bracket. Erik Gozdieski (175-
lbs) duplicated strong wins against
his formidable opponents, advancing
to meet Phillipsburg where he took
seventh place.

At the Junior Varsity level, Nick
Knepper (100-lbs) placed sixth, An-
thony Venckus (124-lbs) took fourth
and Kieran Cline (150-lbs) clinched
first place, pinning his Watchung Hills
opponent in the finals.

Led by committed coaches, the
Westfield PAL Grade School team
improved its NJGSWL record from
last season to 9-11.

Blue Devil Hoop Boys Reject
Basketball Warriors, 55-51

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

We didn’t take any bad shots and we
were making easy lay-ups,” com-
mented Venezia.

“They couldn’t have anybody who
could handle Mike inside out. Our
guards are good enough that we can
shoot outside. If they were sagging,
we would knock the threes down.
They had to respect our threes so we
would just dump it off to Mike or
Santo (Nardi) down low,” explained
Bonard.

The third quarter was virtually a
tradeoff of inside shooting with the
Warriors whittling one point off the
Blue Devils’ lead to carve a 13-12
edge. Venezia and Ross each put in
six points and Matisak netted five.

The Blue Devils stretched their
five-point lead to nine when Venezia
and Bonard banged back-to-back
3-pointers, which caused the War-
riors to call timeout with 4:28 re-
maining in the game. Kane hit a 3-
pointer and Jim Morrow hit a 2-
pointer to cut Westfield’s lead to
48-44 with 3:19 left. Timeout was
called. Morrow hit a 3-pointer, cut-
ting the lead to one. Timeout was

called with 2:24 left. Pritsker rolled
in a lay-up but Ross tied the game at
50 with a 3-banger then Bonard
added the comfort with his 3-
pointer, causing the Warriors to
creep into a foul mode. Venezia
went to the line and sank both free
throws to seal the deal.

“Sometimes, we will let a team
back in. We hit two big threes and
you think you want to put the peddle
to the metal and kind of just close the
door but, unfortunately, we left them
hang around,” said Bonard. “At the
end of the game, Mike and I want the
ball. If our team lets us have it, we
want to make sure that we will get
the win. I knew I was shooting it the
whole way. I had my feet set under
me. I felt good. I had to shoot it.”

“The whole year, we just shot
ourselves in the foot in the fourth
quarter,” said Venezia. “We will ei-
ther have the lead or we will make a
nice run then we will let the other
team back into it. Luckily, we came
out of it. Tommy hit a big three!”
Watchung Hills 14   8 13 16 51
Westfield 14 15 12 14 55

Sitting high atop a majestic knoll in Westfield’s Brightwood neighborhood, with a marvel-

ous view of “Gregory’s Pond”, this one of a kind home glows with an inviting ambiance 

and classic charm. Hardwood floors, arched door ways, custom built-ins and thoughtfully 

placed windows please the eye at every turn. This tranquil setting is even more enjoyable 

from the floating deck that is accessed from the grand living room. Adding to the comfort 

of this home is an eat-in kitchen, rec room  & two screened porches. The gracious second 

floor landing greets you with access to four bedrooms including a spacious master with a 

dressing room.  A spectacular view, abundant privacy and a magnificent property en-

hance this this enchanting home. Price Upon Request 

 

 
 

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

 

     CATHY SPLINTER, SALES ASSOCIATE 
       908-233-5508, Direct Dial 
       NJAR Circle of Excellence  1997—2006 

Blue Knights Oust
Blue Devils in Hoops
The No. 14 Irvington High School

boys basketball team ousted Westfield
from the North Jersey, Group 4, Sec-
tion 2 tournament with a 49-39 victory
in Irvington on February 26. Tom
Bonard and Mike Venezia each netted
16 points for the 16-10 Blue Devils.
Mike Galarce and Mike Johnson
scored 12 and 11 points, respectively,
for the 18-7 Blue Knights.
Westfield 12 10   6 11 39
Irvington   9 18   9 13 49

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

HOCKEY ALL-STARS…Westfield High School Ice Hockey juniors Jimmy Bender
(forward), left, and goaltender Eric Zagorski have been selected to the Central
White Second Team All-Stars. The Blue Devils finished with a 12-8-3 record.

RE/MAX Properties Unlimited, Realtors

200 North Avenue East

Westfield, NJ 07090

Office: 908-233-9292

RE/MAX Properties Unlimited of
Westfield is very pleased to announce
Victoria Gal has joined their office.

Victoria knows what makes this area unique and shares
this insight with her customers, guiding them through
the often overwhelming process of buying or selling
a home. She is member of the Garden State Multiple
Listing Service and the Greater Union County
Association of Realtors. A resident of Union County,
Victoria is an active volunteer in her community. She
is a member of the Scotch Plains/Fanwood PTA at
Brunner Middle School, the Scotch Plains/Fanwood
Newcomers Club, and the National Association of
Female Executives. Victoria lives in Scotch Plains with
her husband, Jeff, and two children, Madison and

Max  Victoria’s enthusiasm, dedication and ability to distinguish her client’s
needs have made her career a rewarding one. With a competitive spirit
and an eagerness to work with people, Victoria welcomes the challenges
that come her way in the Westfield area’s dynamic real estate market. She
truly enjoys her career, and it shows in her enthusiasm and positive attitude.

Camie Delaney, Broker of Record and Westfield Office
Manager, says of Victoria “She is a very welcome
addition to our office. Her easy going manner and
diligence to her job, makes her a great success”.

“Unique Victorian”

Brimming with exquisite details, you enter a world of elegance and charm. Updated
with all modern conveniences but still maintaining character and charm. Sit on the
open porch or barbecue in large backyard.  $519,000.
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RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  908-233-5555

© 2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker / Sales Associate

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1993-2006
Platinum Level: 2003-2006
Direct Dial: 908-301-2038

#1 Listing Agent - Westfield Office 2004-2006

920 Summit Avenue, Westfield                                                              $699,900
Picture perfect Colonial in terrific location!  Living Room with hardwood floors, bay window and fireplace;
Formal Dining Room; updated sunny Kitchen w/beautiful tile work.  Flexible floorplan offers two additional first
floor rooms to use as Family Room, Office or Playroom.  Three generous sized bedrooms; gorgeous re-done main
Bath.  Nicely finished basement with Recreation Room and full bath.  New herringbone patio in private backyard
overlooking town owned woods.  Many updates thru-out.  Move right in!

515 Trinity Place, Westfield                                                                   $429,900
Sunny 2 Bedroom 2 full bath 3rd floor unit with hard wood floors and soaring ceilings featuring a great floorplan
including a Living Room w/wood burning fireplace; true Formal Dining Room; Kitchen w/skylight and great counter
and cabinet space; Master Bedroom w/full bath; laundry; and 1 car heated garage space.  Many updates including
new hotwater heater, electronic thermostats and A/C units.  Convenient to town and NYC transportation.

17 N. Wickom Drive, Westfield                                                              $569,900
Immaculate 3 Bedroom 2 full bath home on nicely landscaped property featuring a sunny Living Room; extended
Formal Dining Room; nice size Eat In Kitchen; large first floor Family Room w/fireplace; Butlers Pantry; first
floor Laundry; Recreation Room and 1 car Garage.  Great location close to schools and Tamaques Park.

402 Donato Circle, Scotch Plains                                                           $499,900
Sunny 2 year young 3 Bedroom End Unit in the Reserve with over $30,000 in upgrades featuring an nicely
updated Kitchen w/stainless steal appliances; eating area; large Great Room; Master Suite w/full bath and
walk in closets.  Upgrades include custom lighting package and many hardwood floors!  Conveniently
located to Rt’s 22 and 78.

521 Summit Avenue, Westfield                                                              $569,900
Excellent opportunity! Two family home on great residential street just a block from the train station. Each floor
offers a one bedroom apartment with high ceilings and vintage charm: Kitchen; Living Room; Dining area and
full bath.   Also, could easily be returned to a one family house with 3 Bedrooms, first floor Family Room.
Nestled on a deep lot with 2 car Garage.

688 Dorian Road, Westfield                                                                   $869,900
Spacious 4 Bedroom 3 full and 2 half baths English Colonial featuring a gracious entry Foyer leading to a
Living Room w/fireplace; Formal Dining Room w/sliders to new patio; updated Eat In Kitchen w/granite
counters and eating nook; sunny Family Room; Master Bedroom with private bath; 3rd floor Bedroom suite
with full bath; Recreation Room w/full bath; and 2 car Garage.  Convenient to town, park, pool, NYC
transportation and all schools!  WSF0151

 

Kimberley Aslanian Haley 
 

Redefining Real Estate 
 

NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE PLATINUM LEVEL 2002, 2004 & 2005   

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated. 

908.301.2004 - Direct Line 
Kim.Haley@CBmoves.com 
www.KimHaley.com 

Business 908.233.5555 
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090   

RESIDENTIAL  BROKERAGE 

Coldwell Banker 

PRISTINE COLONIAL ON THE BOULEVARD 

Spacious Colonial home on a tree lined Westfield street.  Perfect for entertaining are the sun-filled Dining Room & 
Living Room w/gas fireplace.  This fine home boasts hardwood floors, new central air & furnace, new windows, master 

Bedroom w/new full bath & a spacious deck overlooking fenced and manicured grounds.         Offered for $799,000 

NEW CUSTOM COLONIAL 

New Colonial nestled on park like property on a quiet Westfield cul-de-sac.  This fine home offers endless upgrades 
including a gourmet eat-in Kitchen with center island, Wet bar/Butler pantry, extensive moldings, hardwood floors, 4 

Bedrooms, 3.5 bathrooms, first floor Family Room and laundry, 2-car garage and more!         Offered for $1,350,000 

Spacious and pristine four bedroom Colonial home nestled in the heart of Wychwood.  This fine home boasts a formal 
Dining Room and Living Room with fireplace, Eat-in Kitchen with adjacent Family Room with built-ins, hardwood floors, 
extensive moldings, central air, new windows, master bedroom suite with full bath, attached garage, finished Recreation 

Room, office & more!                  Offered for $925,000 

WYCHWOOD COLONIAL WITH FAMILY ROOM ADDITION 

OPEN HOUSE EVENT SUNDAY 1~4PM 

728 CRESCENT PARKWAY, WESTFIELD 

Extensively renovated 11 room Center Hall Colonial in quiet neighborhood boasts a formal Dining Room & Living 
Room w/fireplace, 1st floor Office, updated eat-in Kitchen w/adjacent Family Room with vaulted ceiling and gas 
fireplace with built-ins, patio overlooking park-like property, hardwood floors, new windows, 3 zone hear and central 

air, master bedroom suite, updated baths & more!                                                                 Offered for $1.5 million 

Extensively renovated Ranch home on peaceful ½ acre of property nestled on a quiet tree-lined street on the south side of 
Scotch Plains.  This immaculate home offers a new Kitchen w/Corian counters, 3.1 Baths, formal Living Room with 

fireplace, first floor Family Room with fireplace, 2 Master Suites, screened porch, hardwood floors & central air.    
              Offered for $799,000 

BRIGHT AND SUNNY EXPANDED RANCH HOME 
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Michael C. Buccola
Broker / Owner

Service
301 Lenox Avenue, Westfield

908-232-9500

*****SCOTCH PLAINS***** 
IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY 

 
NEW CONSTRUCTION Fabulous 4 bedroom, 3 bath home at end of cul-de-sac.
Featuring, 9’ ceilings on first floor, custom kitchen w/wood cabinetry & granite
counters, hardwood floors, master suite w/gas fireplace & sitting room $999,999. 

 
NEW CONSTRUCTION  Magnificent 5 bedroom, 3 bath home featuring designer
kitchen w/granite counters & tile backsplash, family room w/gas fireplace, multi
zone heating & cooling, 9’ceilings on the first floor, hardwood floors. $1,299,900.

 

514 Mountain Avenue, Westfield 
Open House Sunday, March 4th, 1:00 – 4:00PM 

 

Classic charm abounds in this traditionally styled 
Westfield Colonial with chestnut trim, high ceil-
ings & hardwood floors. A vestibule with French 
door opens to the fire lit living room  & enchanting 
formal dining room. The comfy den & the warm-
hearted eat-in kitchen with powder room welcomes 
you.  Four nice sized bedrooms, and a vintage out-
fitted bath  are enhanced by a lovely yard & a con-
venient location. Presented  for $569,000. 
 
 
 
 

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

 

JOYCE TAYLOR, SALES ASSOCIATE 
908-233-6417, Direct Dial 

NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2006 

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

Public Notice is hereby given that an ordinance of which the following is a copy was
introduced, read and passed on first reading by the Council of the Town of Westfield at
a meeting held February 27, 2007, and that the said Council will further consider the same
for final passage on the 13th day of March, 2007 at 8:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as
said matter can be reached, in the Council Chambers, Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at which time and place any person who may be
interested therein will be given an opportunity to be heard concerning said ordinance.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1896

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE INSTALLATION AND OPERA-
TION OF TRAFFIC CONTROL SIGNAL AT VARIOUS LOCATIONS

BE IT ORDAINED by the Town Council of the Town of Westfield in the County of Union:
SECTION I. That a traffic control signal shall be installed and operated at the

intersection of the following locations:

East Broad Street and Elm Street Springfield Avenue and Cardinal Drive
Elm Street and Dudley Avenue South Avenue and Summit Avenue
Central Avenue and Clifton Street South Avenue and Westfield Avenue
Central Avenue and Grove Street Central Avenue and Park Street
North Avenue and Central Avenue North Avenue and Elm Street
Central Avenue and South Avenue South Avenue and West Broad Street
Central Avenue and East Broad Street South Avenue and Crossway Place
East Broad Street and Mountain Avenue North Avenue and East Broad Street (The Plaza)
East Broad Street and Euclid Avenue
East Broad Street and Springfield Avenue
Springfield Avenue and Mill Lane

SECTION II.  That the traffic signal installation shall be in accordance with the
provisions of an act concerning motor vehicles and traffic regulations, Sub-title 1 of Title
39 of the Revised Statutes; shall conform to the design and shall be maintained in
operation, as authorized by the Department of Transportation.

SECTION III.  This ordinance shall take effect upon approval by the Commissioner of
Transportation as provided by law.
1 T - 3/1/07, The Leader Fee: $61.20

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

Public Notice is hereby given that the
ordinance as follows was passed and
adopted by the Town Council of the Town
of Westfield at a meeting thereof held on
February 27, 2007.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1894
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD CHAPTER 8,
“BUILDINGS,” ARTICLE IA,
“DEMOLITIONS”

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1895
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD CHAPTER 11,
“FIRE PROTECTION,” AR-
TICLE III, “FIRE PREVENTION
CODE”

1 T - 3/1/07, The Leader Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 2/22/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-240
amending (Resolution No. 2006-1098)

AWARDED TO: Edward Kologi, Esq.
Linden, New Jersey

SERVICES: special counsel in the mat-
ter entitled Estate of Edward Sinclair v.
UC, et als,

COSTS: in an additional amount of
$10,000 for a new total contract amount
not to exceed $55,000

Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders

1 T - 3/1/07, The Leader Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 2/22/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary,
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a)(ii). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it are available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-239
AWARDED TO: Funeral Services of

New Jersey, Inc., Hillside, New Jersey
SERVICES: upon the recommendations

of the review committee on the request for
Proposal for funeral home livery services

PERIOD: February 1, 2007-January 31,
2008

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$70,000

Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders

1 T - 3/1/07, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 2/22/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-234
AWARDED TO: Confidential Vendor
SERVICES: to purchase confidential

intelligence equipment
COSTS: in the amount of $13,580.

Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders

1 T - 3/1/07, The Leader Fee: $17.85

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

TAKE NOTICE that on the 19th day of
March, 2007 at 7:30 p.m., a hearing will be
held before the Planning Board of the
Borough of Fanwood at Borough Hall, 75
North Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New
Jersey, for the purpose of considering the
addition of the Development Transfer
Rights Element to the 1998 Master Plan.

A copy of the Draft Development Trans-
fer Rights Element is available for inspec-
tion in the office of the Planning Board
Secretary at Borough Hall during normal
business hours.

Any interested party may appear in per-
son or through an agent or attorney to be
heard at such hearing and may participate
therein in accordance with the rules of the
Planning Board.

Pat Hoynes
Planning Board Secretary

1 T - 3/1/07, The Times Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that the Plan-
ning Board of the Township of Scotch
Plains memorialized the Resolution adopt-
ing the Master Plan Reexamination Re-
port on February 26, 2007, prepared by
Mary M. Moody, PP.

The Master Plan Reexamination Report
is available for review in the Office of the
Planning Board, Municipal Building, 430
Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey
during regular office hours.

Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Planning Board

1 T - 3/1/07, The Times Fee: $14.79

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-4399-07
FILE NO: 41.0187

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANTS

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
SAMUEL R. JORDAN, HIS
HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PER-
SONAL REPRESENTATIVES,
AND HIS, THEIRS, OR ANY
OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTEREST

You are hereby summoned and required
to serve upon FRANK J. MARTONE, P.C.,
Plaintiff’s Attorney, whose address is 1455
Broad Street, Bloomfield, New Jersey,
07003, an answer to the complaint (and
amendment to complaint, if any) filed in a
civil action in which THE PROVIDENT
BANK is plaintiff and SAMUEL R. JOR-
DAN, HIS HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PER-
SONAL REPRESENTATIVES, AND HIS,
THEIRS, OR ANY OF THEIR SUCCES-
SORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND INTEREST;
CARDINE L. JORDAN AND MR. JOR-
DAN, HUSBAND OF CARDINE L. JOR-
DAN; UNITED STATES OF AMERICA;
STATE OF NEW JERSEY; UNKNOWN
OCCUPANTS ONE THROUGH TEN, et
als. are defendants, pending in the Supe-
rior Court of New Jersey, Chancery Divi-
sion, UNION County and bearing Docket
Number F-4399-07 within thirty-five (35)
days after March 1, 2007 exclusive of
such date. If you fail to do so, judgment by
default may be rendered against you for
the relief demanded in the complaint (and
amendment to complaint, if any). You shall
file your answer and proof of service in
duplicate with the Clerk of the Superior
Court of New Jersey, Hughes Justice Com-
plex, 25 Market Street, P.O. Box 971,
Trenton, New Jersey, 08625, in accor-
dance with the Rules of Civil Practice and
Procedure.

This action has been instituted for the
purpose of (1) foreclosing a mortgage
dated  June 30, 1994, made by SAMUEL
R. JORDAN AND CARDINE L. JORDAN,
as Mortgagor(s) to PROVIDENT SAVINGS
BANK, recorded on July 15, 1994, in Book
5388 of Mortgages for UNION County,
Page 0316, and subsequently assigned to
the plaintiff; and (2) to recover possession
of, and concerns the premises commonly
known as: 1238 LENOX AVENUE,
PLAINFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07060.

If you are unable to obtain an attorney,
you may communicate with the New Jer-
sey State Bar Association by calling (908)
249-5000. You may also contact the law-
yer referral service of UNION the County
of Venue by calling 908-353-4715. If you
cannot afford an attorney, you may com-
municate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue by calling 908-354-
4340.

You, SAMUEL R. JORDAN, HIS HEIRS,
DEVISEES AND PERSONAL REPRE-
SENTATIVES, AND HIS, THEIRS, OR
ANY OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTEREST, are made
a party defendant to this foreclosure ac-
tion because you  are the record owner(s)
of the mortgaged premises, because you
executed the Bond/Note and Mortgage
being foreclosed herein and may be liable
for any deficiency thereon, and for any
right, title, claim or interest you may have
in, to or against the said mortgaged pre-
mises. You hold a mortgage/lien/judgment
that may affect the mortgage premises
and the mortgage being foreclosed herein.
You are entitled to Notice of this action for
any right, title, claim or interest you may
have in, to or against said mortgage pre-
mises.
Dated: FEBRUARY 20, 2007

Theodore Fetter, Clerk
Superior Court of New Jersey

Frank J. Martone, P.C.
A Professional Corporation
1455 Broad Street
Bloomfield, New Jersey 07003
1 T - 3/1/07, The Leader Fee: $79.05

Legal Advertising Legal Advertising

NJAR Circle of Excellence Award
Gold Level: 1997-2006, Platinum: 2005
Direct Line: (908) 301-2052
Email: Mary.McEnerney@CBMoves.com

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

WESTFIELD, NJ 07090
(908) 233-5555 EXT. 189

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

© 2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Mary McEnerney, CRS, GRI, SRES

A rare opportunity to own a home backing up to Echo Lake Country Club! This gracious Colonial, overlooking the 15th green, features
an elegant columned entrance which opens to a lovely Foyer, leading to the formal Living and banquet-sized Dining Rooms. Designed
for both entertaining and everyday living, the huge Kitchen is state-of-the-art, and the adjacent comfortable Family Room offers an
atrium ceiling and a handsome fireplace. With four Bedrooms/four Baths, hardwood floors, three fireplaces, first floor office/guest
room, three-car attached garage and a two-tiered slate patio, this home is extraordinary. The crème de la crème is the exceptional setting
with spectacular views of the golf course from almost every room! Offered for $2,795,000 WSF0860

GOLFER’S DREAM
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Edwin James
RENOVATION SVCS.
•Bathroom Renovations

•Wood & Laminate Flooring

•Trim & Tiling

•Interior Painting

•Repairs

•Light Construction & More

732-887-4369

Call for a FREE Estimate
on Additions or Renovations

to your home!

Call Debbie Jacobs: 732-309-0919

Ideal
Contracting, Inc.

TILE
Repair
•Bathroom Tile

•Grouting & Caulking
•Re-Glue Loose Tiles
•Reset Soap Dishes

•Small Jobs

732-381-6635

Fully Insured NJ Pest Lic# 99066A

Landscape Construction LLC 

• Interlocking Brick Walks,

   Patios & Driveways

• Shrub & Tree Installation

• Grading / Drainage

• New Sod & Seed Lawns

• Complete Grounds Care

908-232-1630
Westfield, NJ

Residential & Commercial

Ince

CLASSIFIED ADS BEDROOM

HB, dresser, mirror,
chest & nite stand

Value $1500 sell $695
Call (732) 259-6690

NEIDE HOUSE CLEANING

I will clean your house,
apartment or condo.

Reliable, reasonable rates.
I do laundry. Good references.

5 years exp.
For each client you give me,

1 extra job free.
Call me! (973) 583-5570 or

(973) 878-2181 Neide

BUNK BED SET

Bunk bed set - 2 beds, dresser,
desk & chair. Dark “barn style”
wood. Very good condition. $200.
(908) 403-7610 - leave message.

WANTED TO BUY

OLD FISHING/HUNTING ITEMS
Rods, Reels, Lures, Art,

Decoys, Books
and Related Items.

(908) 233-1654
THANKS

St. Joseph of Cupertino,
Thank you for watching over me

while taking my promotional
exam. You answered my

prayers and I scored #1. -A.S.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

SPECIFICATION
REQUEST FOR BIDS

Invitations are extended to qualified Bid-
ders to bid for the following Project:

USER – FEE BASED SPRING
RESIDENTIAL CLEANUP
PROGRAM

Bids will be accepted only by mail or in
person to the Office of the Township Clerk,
Scotch Plains Municipal Building, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains 07076 (attn: Bar-
bara Riepe, Township Clerk) until April 24,
2007 at 10:00 a.m.

The Township of Scotch Plains (herein-
after “Township”) shall not be responsible
for any bid mailed which is lost in transit or
delivered late by the Postal Service. At the
above time, the bids will be publicly opened
and read aloud. All bids must be pre-
sented in sealed envelopes, which are
clearly marked, “USER FEE BASED RESI-
DENTIAL CLEANUP PROGRAM” 430
Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey
07076. No bid will be received after the
time and date specified.

After receipt of bids, no bid may be
withdrawn within (60) days after the date
of the bid opening except if provided for
herein. The bid of any bidder who con-
sents to an extension may be held for
consideration for a longer period of time as
may be agreed upon between bidder and
the Township.

All bids must be on the bid forms pro-
vided by the Township of Scotch Plains in
the bid package. Specification and bid
forms may be obtained at the Office of
Public Property, 2445 Plainfield Avenue,
Scotch Plains, between the hours of 9:00
am and 3:00 pm, Monday through Friday
and purchased for a $50.00 non-refund-
able fee.

Bid proposals and all required docu-
ments must be completed and submitted
by the date as set forth above. All docu-
ments in the enclosed bid package must
accompany the bid proposal.

In addition to the above documents, a
certified check, cashier’s check or bid bond
issued by a responsible bank, trust com-
pany or insurance company, payable to
the Township of Scotch Plains shall be
submitted with each bid as a guaranty that
if a contract is awarded the bidder shall
execute said contract. The bid security
shall be in the amount of ($500.00) Five
Hundred Dollars.

All bid security, except the bid security of
the three apparent lowest responsible bid-
ders shall, if requested in writing, be re-
turned after ten days (10) from the open-
ing of the bids (Sundays and Holidays
excepted) and the bids of such bidders
shall be considered withdrawn.

The successful Bidder shall be required
to submit a Performance Bond in an
amount equal to one hundred percent
(100%) of the amount of the accepted bid
at the time of contract execution. A Con-
sent of Surety regarding bonds required

PUBLIC NOTICE

CLEANING SERVICE

Clean Houses, Apartments &
Offices, Reasonable Rates!

Vanete (908) 358-4578BEAUTIFUL 2FAM FOR RENT

UNION-NEW, BIG APTS,
3BR, 2BTH FROM $1600 +UTIL.
AVAIL APR/MAY. NY TRANS.
BIG YARD, MUCH MORE

CALL (888) 447-7171
(NO RE COMM)

MATTRESS SETS

New pillow top,
still in plastic w/warranty.
Queen $135 Kng $195

(732) 259-6690

HELP WANTED

Prudential NJ Properties’
Westfield Office is hiring full-time
agents, both new and exp-
erienced. Corporate training
program/in-house training. Call
Margie for confidential interview
at (908) 232-5664, ext. 103.

OFFICE FOR RENT

Prime office space
Prof Building - 400 sq ft

Downtown Westfield
Parking available
(201) 891-1130

TUTOR AVAILABLE

Experienced SAT Instructor
and Subject Area Tutor.
Call for reasonable rates

Dr. Bolton: (973) 785-8278

EYE FOR FASHION

Immediate FT/PT sales openings
Responsible and outgoing

team player needed.
Hip clothing store in Westfield
Pick up app or email res to:

Katie@ShopAnthology.com

OFFICE FOR RENT

FANWOOD Professional Office
for Rent; 2 rooms - 400 sq feet,
fully furnished, private path,
wireless internet, off street
parking, private entrance.
$850.00 includes utilities.
Call (908) 322-8440 or
info@fanwoodchemical.com

LIVING ROOM FURNITURE

Excellent condition. Walnut
hutch, glass doors. $250.
Oval coffee table, carved walnut.
$100. Oil painting, several
framed prints - $10 - $25 each.
(908) 403-7610 - leave message.

HELP WANTED

Established Northern NJ Limo
Service needs experienced
owner/operators in Union County.
Black Lincoln Town Car, 2004 or
newer. Call Mon-Fri, 8am-6pm

(973) 812-2981

OPEN HOUSES 1-4PM

Sunday March 4th, 1-4pm
New custom homes by

Buontempo Bros Builders.
833 Lamberts Mill Road
12 North Wickom Drive

696 Rahway Avenue
Prices start at $1,095,000.

Ready for Spring Occupancy!
Contact Rich Buontempo for bro-
chure and details. (908) 416-6739
ERA VILLAGE GREEN REALTORS

(732) 381-7477

P/T BABYSITTING NEEDED

Needed for 1-2 days/evenings
weekly for 3 1/2 yr and 8 mo. old.
$12 hour. Please be loving,
patient, willing to play (and change
diapers)! Must have experience/
references. Please contact Jen at

(908) 889-2060

MEDICAL ASSISTANT

Medical Assistant needed in busy
Family Practice Office. Competi-
tive salary. Must be trained in
phlebotomy, vital signs, Injections,
medications, computers, meds.
Call Laurie (908) 561-4882

CONDO FOR RENT

WESTFIELD CONDO
”Chelmsford”

260 Prospect Street, 2BR, 2BA,
LR, DR, lg. kit, new paint/

cabinets, garage & storage.
$2500 mo., call (908) 232-5775

SUMMER CAMP PRE-K STAFF

Pre-K teachers & assts. wanted
for Scotch Plains summer day
camp. Hours: M-F, 8:30 am -
2:00 pm. Previous preschool

experience necessary.
Fax resume to
(908) 889-4070
or e-mail it to

campyachad@jccnj.org

MOVING SALE

Saturday, March 3rd, 9am - 3pm
Huge house sale - a decorator’s
dream! Gorgeous antiques,
almost new dining room set, sofa,
loveseat, Ethan Allen dresser,
IKEA wardrobe, tons of beautifully
framed wall art, decorative pieces,
parson’s table, desks, too much
to mention - do not miss this one!!!
644 Arlington Ave., Westfield

WESTFIELD OPEN HOUSE 3/11

Arts & Crafts 4 bedroom colonial.
Kitchen has granite and ceramic
tile. See forsalebyowner.com
#20675668. $739,900

Open House, March 11, 1-4
767 BOULEVARD, WESTFIELD

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

The Board of Adjustment of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on March
12, 2007 in the Community Room at the
Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey at 7:30 p.m. to hear
and consider the following appeals for
variance(s) from the requirements of the
Westfield Land Use Ordinance.

Anthony Migliaro, 121 Virginia Street,
Applicant seeks permission to retain the
existing front yard setback contrary to
Section 12.03D of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Ordinance requires a front yard
setback of 29.81 feet (EFYD). Present and
proposed is + 40 feet.

Glen Berry, 24 Barchester Way, Appli-
cant seeks permission to retain existing
driveway contrary to Section 17.05A of the
Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance allows a
maximum driveway width of 24 feet.
Present and proposed is 34 feet.

Kenny & Felice Band, 301 Vernon
Place, Applicant is seeking permission to
construct a porch on the front of the house
and a mud room at the rear entrance,
contrary to sections 11.09E5, 12.04F1,
and 12.03D of the Land Use Ordinance.
Ordinance requires a minimum street side
yard setback for corner lots of 20 feet.
Present is 15.5 feet. Proposed is 15.5 feet.
Ordinance allows a maximum coverage
by buildings and above ground structures
of 20%. Present is 18.9%. Proposed is
20.4%. Ordinance requires a front yard
setback of 31 feet (EFYD). Present is 31
feet. Proposed is 26 feet.

Mark & Kimberly Rhodes, 10 Webster
Place, Applicant is seeking permission to
construct a first floor addition contrary to
Section 12.03D of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Ordinance requires an average
established front yard (100 feet) of 46.95
feet. Present is 40.85 feet. Proposed is
40.85 feet.

Mr. & Mrs. Alfred West, 809 East Broad
Street, Applicant is seeking permission to
construct an addition to the existing 1-1/2
story single family residence making it a 2-
1/2 story single family residence contrary
to sections 11.07E6, 11.07E7, and 12.04F
of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance
requires a side yard setback of 10 feet.
Present and proposed is 8.17 feet. Ordi-
nance requires a rear yard setback of 35
feet. Present is + 33 feet. Proposed is + 28
feet. Ordinance allows a maximum cover-
age by buildings and above ground struc-
tures of 20%. Present is 15%. Proposed is
20.8%.

Salvatore Esposito, 526 Highland Av-
enue, Applicant is seeking permission to
construct a deck on the rear of the house
contrary to sections 11.06E6 and 12.04F1
of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance
requires a side yard setback of 15 feet.
Present and proposed is 7.5 feet. Ordi-
nance allows a maximum coverage by
buildings and above ground structures of
20%. Present is 17.2%. Proposed is 21%.

Edwin Schulhafer, 422 & 424 Central
Avenue, Applicant seeks to place a sign on
the outside of the building contrary to Sec-
tion 16.04H of the Land Use Ordinance.
Ordinance permits only regulated window
signage for non-residential uses on upper
floors. Proposed is a sign on the outside
wall of the upper floor of the building.

Terrance O’Connor & Joan Leahy,
815 Highland Avenue, Applicant seeks
permission to construct a first floor addi-
tion in the back and on the front right side
of the house contrary to section 12.03D of
the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance re-
quires a front yard setback of + 60 feet
(EFYD). Present is 48 feet 3 inches. Pro-
posed is + 47 feet.

Andy & Suzanne Plump, 605 Garfield
Avenue, Applicant seeks permission to
construct one and two story additions to
the rear of the house, extend the second
floor cantilevered area over the existing
garage, and add a small front portico
over the existing front stoop contrary to
sections 11.07E6, 12.03D, and 12.04F1
of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance
requires a minimum side yard setback of
10 feet. Present and proposed is 9.9
feet. Ordinance requires a front yard
setback of 40 feet (EFYD). Present is
35.5 feet. Proposed is 34.3 feet. Ordi-
nance allows a maximum coverage by
buildings of 20%. Present is 18.2%. Pro-
posed is 22.6%.

Don & Cheryl Fusco, 223 Hazel Av-
enue, Applicant seeks permission to con-
struct an open and screened front porch
contrary to sections 11.09E6, 12.03D, and
12.04F1 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordi-
nance requires a minimum side yard set-
back of 10 feet. Present and proposed is
6.74 feet. Ordinance requires a front yard
setback of + 31 to the property line (EFYD).
Present is 20.74 feet. Proposed is 20.33
feet. Ordinance allows a maximum build-
ing coverage of 20%. Present and pro-
posed is 21% (does not include 96 square
feet open porch).

Brian & Lillian Duggan, 922 Cleve-
land Avenue, Applicant seeks permis-
sion to construct a two story addition on
the front of the house contrary to sections

12.03D, 11.09E7, and 11.09E6 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires a front
yard setback of 23 feet (EFYD). Present is
24.2 feet. Proposed is + 21 feet. Ordi-
nance requires a minimum rear yard set-
back of 35 feet. Present and proposed is +
26 feet. Ordinance requires a minimum
side yard setback of 10 feet. Present and
proposed is 8.5 feet. Ordinance requires a
minimum side yard setback of 10 feet.
Present and proposed is 9.5 feet.

The Presbyterian Church of Westfield,
315 East Broad Street /aka/ 140 Moun-
tain Avenue, Applicant seeks to amend
the approval of the expansion of the non-
conforming use status of the site to re-
place the previously proposed and ap-
proved terrace with a new proposed ter-
race containing a porch and lower porch
contrary to section 18.08D of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance allows a maxi-
mum improvements coverage of 50% /
98,626 square feet. Present is 48.4% /
95,386 square feet. Proposed is 54.6% /
107,721 square feet.

John Anastario, 131 Harrow Road,
Applicant seeks permission to temporarily
place an oil tank on the back patio contrary
to section 13.05 of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Ordinance requires storage of No.
2 heating fuel to be in the basement or
underground. Proposed is above ground
storage.

Richard & Patricia Raphael, 748
Scotch Plains Avenue, Applicant seeks
to modify the design of a deck that was
previously granted by the Board of Adjust-
ment on September 10, 2001 by adding a
solid roof over an area that had a pergola
type roof and by adding an additional
section of lattice to the side wall of the
roofed portion of the deck (porch) contrary
to section 13.02C1 of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Ordinance requires decks to be
located in rear yards only. Proposed is a
portion of the deck to be located in the side
yard. The variance received on Septem-
ber 10, 2001 was from Section 13.02C1 of
the Land Use Ordinance.

Christopher & Elyse Gordner, 721
Harding Street, Applicant seeks permis-
sion to construct a two story addition on
the rear of the house contrary to Sections
11.09E6 and 12.04F1 of the Land Use
Ordinance. Ordinance requires a mini-
mum side yard setback of 10 feet. Present
is 9.37 feet. Proposed is 9.46 feet. Also
present is 9.46 feet. Proposed is 9.50 feet.
Ordinance allows a maximum coverage
by buildings and above-ground structures
of 20%. Present is 14.8%. Proposed is
20.7% (includes playhouse).

Joseph Buda, 1916 Boynton Avenue,
Applicant seeks permission to install an
inground swimming pool contrary to Sec-
tion 13.02D3 of the Land Use Ordinance.
Ordinance requires a minimum setback
from swimming pool water line to property
line of 15 feet. Proposed is 10 feet from the
rear property line.

Robert Kaplus, 217 Prospect Street,
Applicant seeks permission to construct a
two story enclosed porch, a third floor
dormer and replace front open stoop and
steps on the two family dwelling contrary to
Section 11.12E6 of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Ordinance requires a minimum side
yard setback of 10 feet. Present and pro-
posed is 1.2 feet.

Eileen Friel, 542 Sherwood Parkway,
Applicant seeks permission to construct a
front porch contrary to Sections 11.09E6
and 12.03D of the Land Use Ordinance.
Ordinance requires a minimum side yard
setback of 10 feet. Present and proposed
is 7.5 feet. Ordinance requires a front yard
setback of 33.12 feet (EFYD). Proposed is
31.8 feet

Richard & Christine Bertoni, 175 Lin-
coln Road, Applicant seeks permission to
retain 870 square feet of the rear patio
contrary to section 12.04G of the Land Use
Ordinance. Ordinance allows a maximum
coverage by improvements of 7,200 square
feet. Present and proposed is 8,070 square
feet.

Joseph & Sandra Alfano, 112 Linden
Avenue, Applicant seeks permission to
construct a first floor addition contrary to
Section 12.04F1 of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Ordinance allows a maximum cov-
erage by buildings and above-ground struc-
tures of 20% or 1,873.9 square feet. Present
is 19% or 1,784 square feet. Proposed is
22.2% or 2,077 square feet.

Joseph Verga, 860 Kimball, Applicant
seeks permission to construct a single
story addition on the side of the house and
a front porch addition contrary to Section
11.06E7 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordi-
nance requires a minimum rear yard set-
back of 35 feet. Present is 35 feet. Pro-
posed is 30.5 feet.

Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropriate.

Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Kathleen A. Nemeth
Secretary, Board of Adjustment

1 T - 3/1/07, The Leader Fee: $208.59

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

by the Contract Documents shall also be
submitted with the bid. Sureties shall be
licensed and/or authorized to transact
business in the state of New Jersey and be
acceptable to the Authority. The term of
the contract shall be for a period com-
mencing June 4, 2007 to July 1, 2007 with
an option to renew for one addition period
at the sole discretion of the Township.

The Township reserves the right to re-
ject any or all bids, and to waive immaterial
informalities or to accept any bid which, in
the opinion of the Township of Scotch
Plains, will be in the best interest of the
Township all in accordance with the New
Jersey Local Public Contracts Law N.J.S.A.
40A:11-1 et seq.  The Township shall
award the bid to the bidders which, in the
Township’s sole discretion, best serves,
the interest of the Township.

The Township also reserves the right to
reject any and all bids if sufficient funds are
not available and/or appropriated. The
Township also reserves the right to not
utilize these services if they are not neces-
sary.

The selected Bidders, will, within seven
days (7) of award of the bid, enter into an
appropriate contract with the Township.

All bidders must comply with P.L. 1975,
Chapter 127 entitled “An Act Relating to
Affirmative Action in Relation to discrimi-
nation in connections with Certain Public
Contracts and supplementing the Law
Against Discrimination approved April 16,
1945 (P.L. 1945, Chapter 169)” N.J.A.C.
17:27, as amended from time to time, and
the Americans With Disability Act.

All bidders are required to comply with
the requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et
seq. and N.J.A.C. 17:27.

All bidders must be registered with the
New Jersey Department of Labor to en-
gage in public work as defined in the
requirements listed under N.J.S.A. 34:11-
5661 through  56.55, as well as N.J.A.C.
12:62-1.1 and must submit a Business
Registration Certificate with the Bid Docu-
ments.

Where applicable, prevailing wage rate
shall be paid to all workers on the job as
per N.J.A.C. 34:11-56, 25 et seq.

All Bidders must submit, with their
bid, a copy of their and their contrac-
tors and sub-contractors BUSINESS
REGISTRATION CERTIFICATE, regard-
less of whether a Business Registra-
tion Certificate may have previously
been filed with the Township or Depart-
ment of Public Works in the past with a
prior bid.  This requirement is MANDA-
TORY and a bid without a Business
Registration Certificate enclosed MUST
be rejected.

BY ORDER OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS OF THE COUNTY OF
UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY

EARL JACKSON,
ACTING DIRECTOR OF

PUBLIC PROPERTY
BARBARA RIEPE
TOWNSHIP CLERK

1 T - 3/1/07, The Times Fee: $117.81
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PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD OF CHOSEN

FREEHOLDERS
ORDINANCE NO: 644 -2007

Intro Date: 2/22/2007

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
following proposed Ordinance was intro-
duced and passed on the first reading at a
Regular  Meeting of the Board of Chosen
Freeholders of the County of Union, New
Jersey held on the 22nd day of  February,
2007 and said Ordinance will be taken up
for further consideration for final passage
at a meeting of said Board to be held at its
meeting room in the Administration Build-
ing, Elizabeth, New Jersey, on the 8th day
of March, 2007, at 7:00 p.m., or as soon
thereafter as said matter can be reached,
at which time and place all persons who
may be interested therein will be given an
opportunity to be heard concerning same.

A copy of this Ordinance has been posted
on the Bulletin Board upon which public
notices are customarily posted in the Union
County Administration Building of the
County of Union and a copy is available up
to and including the time of such meeting
to the members of the general public of the
County who shall request such copies, at
the Office of the Clerk of the Board of
Chosen Freeholders in said Administra-
tion Building, Elizabeth, New Jersey.

Nicole L. DiRado Clerk of the Board
of Chosen Freeholders

PREAMBLE

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
AN ORDINANCE ENTITLED
“AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING
A CODIFICATION OF THE
LAW, ORDINANCES, POLI-
CIES AND RESOLUTIONS OF
UNION COUNTY, STATE OF
NEW JERSEY; PROVIDING
FOR THE MAINTENANCE OF
SAID CODE; AND SAVING
FROM REPEAL CERTAIN
LEGISLATION NOT IN-
CLUDED THEREIN”,
ADOPTED BY THE BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
OF THE COUNTY OF UNION
ON AUGUST 19, 1993

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE
“LAWS OF UNION COUNTY”

BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders of the County of Union
that the “Laws of Union County” are hereby
amended as outlined in the attached
Schedule A:

(See Attached)

Note:All text that is underlined is in-
serted/new language.

All text that is struck through is
deleted language.

Schedule A
CHAPTER 102, PURCHASING AND

CONTRACTS
[HISTORY: Adopted by the Board of

Chosen Freeholders of the County of Union
as indicated in article histories. Amend-
ments noted where applicable.]

(ARTICLE I through ARTICLE IV –
remains unchanged)

ARTICLE V, Insurance
[Adopted 7-12-1979 by Res. No. 538-

79; amended in its entirety 5-25-2000 by
Ord. No. 514; amended 3-08-2007 by Ord.
No. 644]

§ 102-12. Liability insurance require-
ments.

The Board of Chosen Freeholders of the
County of Union hereby establishes the
following requirements for general liability
insurance to be obtained and filed by ven-
dors from which this County obtains goods
or services:

A. For Ccontracts where there is di-

rect contact with the public, the insurance
requirements are as follows: in an uncon-
trolled environment limit of $1,000,000
required for both bodily injury and property
damage.

1. Automobile Liability Insurance in
an amount of not less than $2,000,000.00
combined single limit for bodily injury and
property damage liability.

2. Workers Compensation Insurance
insuring the obligation of the Contractors
and all subcontractors under the New Jer-
sey Workers Compensation and Occupa-
tional Disease Laws as respects work
performed under this Contract.  Insurance
shall be extended to include any obliga-
tions under the United States
Longshoremen’s and Harbor Workers Act
or any maritime Act, when applicable.

3. General Liability Insurance shall
be provided on a Comprehensive General
Liability Form with a Combined Single
Limit of $3,000,000.00 per Occurrence for
Bodily Injury Liability and Property Dam-
age Liability and shall include the interest
of the County with Respect to work ema-
nating from the Contract with the County.
This instance shall include the following:

(a) Personal Injury Liability,
(b) Blanket Contractual Liability ap-

plying to assumption of liability under any
written Contract,

(c) Products and/or Completed Op-
erations Liability

(1) The following is a list of contracts
that fall under high-risk policy ($1,000,000
CGL with products and/or completed op-
erations: $500,000 auto CSL workers com-
pensation):

(a) Ammunition.
(b) Auto, truck, jeeps and vans.
(c) Chemicals.
(d) Cigarettes.
(e) Clay targets.
(f) Concessions (boats).
(g) Electrical maintenance.
(h) Exterminator..
(i) Fertilizer.
(j) Fuel oil.
(k) Garbage.
(l) Gasoline.
(m) Hospital supplies.
(n) Insecticides.
(o) Kerosene.
(p) Meals (kosher).
(q) Medical services (laboratory).
(r) Oxygen.
(s) Reagents.
(t) Shotgun shells.
B. Contracts where there is direct

contact with the public in a controlled en-
vironment: a $500,000 limit requirement
for bodily injury and a $250,000 limit re-
quirement for property damage.

(1) The following is a list of contracts
that fall under medium-risk policy
($500,000 CGL, including product/or com-
pleted operations; $500,000 auto workers
compensations):

(a) Antifreeze.
(b) Candy.
(c) Computer.
(d) Food products such as:
[1] Bread.
[2] Groceries.
[3] Milk.
(e) Milling of roads.
(f) Oil and greases.
(g) Pool parts.
(h) Preventative maintenance.
(i) Rock salt.
(j) Snowplow service.
(k) Telecomputer guard (wristlets).
(l) Tools.
B.  C. For Ccontracts having no direct

effect on the public, the insurance require-
ments are as follows:  require a $300,000
limit for bodily injury and a $100,000 limit
for property damage.

1. Automobile Liability Insurance in
an amount of not less than $1,000,000.00

combined single limit for bodily injury and
property damage liability.

2. Workers Compensation Insurance
insuring the obligation of the Contractors
and all subcontractors under the New Jer-
sey Workers Compensation and Occupa-
tional Disease Laws as respects work
performed under this Contract.  Insurance
shall be extended to include any obliga-
tions under the United States
Longshoremen’s and Harbor Workers Act
or any maritime Act, when applicable.

3. General Liability Insurance shall
be provided on a Comprehensive General
Liability Form with a Combined Single
Limit of $1,000,000.00 per Occurrence for
Bodily Injury Liability and Property Dam-
age Liability and shall include the interest
of the County with Respect to work ema-
nating from the Contract with the County.
This instance shall include the following:

(a) Personal Injury Liability,
(b) Blanket Contractual Liability ap-

plying to assumption of liability under any
written Contract,

(c) Products and/or Completed Op-
erations Liability

(1) The following is a list of contracts
that fall under low-risk policy ($300,000
combined single-limit CGL; $500,000 auto
C/SI) (Note: must include statement signed
by one to indicate self-employed and not
an employee of the County.):

(a) Air-conditioning maintenance.
(b) Binders.
(c) Cables and brooms (for machin-

ery).
(d) Clay (baseball).
(e) Concrete and asphalt.
(f) Copier paper.
(g) Fairer.
(h) Film.
(i) Flags.
(j) Golf course supplies (no chemicals).
(k) Grass seed.
(l) Hay.
(m) Horse feed.
(n) Janitorial service (no chemicals).
(o) Kitchen utensils.
(p) Laundry services.
(q) Linens.
(r) Lumber.
(s) Masonry supplies.
(t) Microfilm service.
(u) Paint (various paints).
(v) Paper and plastic.
(w) Paper bond, etc.
(x) Plant material (if it is dirt).
(y) Plumbing maintenance.
(z) Plumbing supplies (other than red

label).
(aa) Portable toilets.
(bb) Printing supplies.
(cc) Radio service parts.
(dd) Raingear.
(ee) Road stone.
(ff) Shelves and dividers.
(gg) Stable tack and supplies.
(hh) Straw.
(ii) Toiletry items.
(jj) Top dressing material.
(kk) Uniform/rental.
(ll) Uniforms.
(mm)White trap sand.
(nn) Window cleaning (no chemicals).
C.  D.  The County Counsel and the

County Qualified Purchasing Agent in con-
sultation with the County Counsel shall, at
all times, have the discretion to modify the
insurance coverage requirements of this
section on an individual basis in accor-
dance with the requirements of the con-
tract.  The County Purchasing Division
and/or the County Counsel will, at all times,
have the ability to include the additional
coverage requirements in accordance with
the content of the contract.

E.  With respect to automobile insur-
ance, where such coverage is required,
the limits shall be not less than $500,000.
1 T - 3/1/07, The Leader Fee: $220.32

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-4253-07
FILE NO. 13424-0158

STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
MICHELLE E. DUNN AND MR.
DUNN, HUSBAND OF
MICHELLE E. DUNN

You are hereby summoned and required
to serve upon Parker McCay P.A., plaintiff’s
attorneys, whose address is Three
Greentree Centre, 7001 Lincoln Drive
West, P.O. Box 974, Marlton, New Jersey
08053-3292, an answer to the Complaint
and any Amendments thereof filed in a
civil action, in which Residential Mortgage
Solutions, LLC, by Specialized Loan Ser-
vicing, LLC, Attorney in Fact, is plaintiff,
and defendants are Michelle E. Dunn, et
al., pending in the Superior Court of New
Jersey, Chancery Division, Union County
and bearing the Docket No. F-4253-07
within 35 days after Thursday, March 1,
2007,  exclusive of such date. If you fail to
do so, judgment by default may be ren-
dered against you for the relief demanded
in the Complaint. You shall file an answer
and proof of service in duplicate with the
Clerk of the Superior Court, Hughes Jus-
tice Complex, 25 W. Market Street, P.O.
Box 971, Trenton, New Jersey 08625, in
accordance with the rules of civil practice
and procedure.

If you are unable to obtain an attorney,
you may communicate with the New Jer-
sey State Bar Association by calling (732)
249-5000. You may also contact the Law-
yer Referral Service of the county in which
you reside by calling (908) 353-4715. If
you cannot afford an attorney, you may
communicate with the Legal Services of-
fice of the county in which you reside by
calling (908) 354-4340.

The action has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing a mortgage dated
February 9, 2006 made by Michelle E.
Dunn as mortgagor and Mortgage Elec-
tronic Registration Systems, Inc., as nomi-
nee for FGC Commercial Mortgage Fi-
nance d/b/a Fremont Mortgage, its suc-
cessors and assigns, as mortgagee, re-
corded on March 1, 2006 in the office of
the Union County Clerk in Mortgage Book
11588, page 0001, as Instrument No.
393815, which was subsequently assigned
to plaintiff.

The property being foreclosed is com-
monly known as 814 Garden Street, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey.

YOU, MICHELLE E. DUNN, have been
made a defendant for any interest you
may have in the subject premises be-
cause you executed plaintiff’s mortgage
and are the record owner, and for any lien,
claim or interest you may have in, to or
against the mortgaged premises.

YOU, MR. DUNN, HUSBAND OF
MICHELLE E. DUNN, have been made a
defendant for any curtesy/dower interest
you may have in the subject premises by
reason of the fact that you are married to
Michelle E. Dunn, if such marriage has
transpired or does in fact exist and for any
lien, claim or interest you may have in, to
or against the mortgaged premises.
Dated: March 1, 2007

THEODORE J. FETTER, Clerk
of the Superior Court of New Jersey

PARKER McCAY P.A.
Three Greentree Centre
7001 Lincoln Drive West, P.O. Box 974
Marlton, New Jersey 08053-0974
1 T - 3/1/07, The Leader Fee: $69.36

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 2/22/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(M) and in accordance with the
requirements for extraordinary,
unspecificable services.  This contract and
the resolution authorizing it are available
for public inspection in the Office of the
Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION No: 2007-221
AWARED TO: PMA Insurance Group,

Mt. Laurel, New Jersey
SERVICES: Renewing the Auto Insur-

ance policy on Fleet of Vehicles including
Mobile Equipment

PERIOD: March 1, 2007-February 28,
2008

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$1,070,611.80.

AWARED TO: Hartford Insurance
Company, Rockaway, New Jersey

SERVICES: Renewing the Contractor’s
Policy/Inland Marine Including Computer
Equipment

PERIOD: March 1, 2007-February 28,
2008

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$62,484.

AWARED TO: Chubb Insurance,
Florham Park, New Jersey

SERVICES: Renewing the Runnell’s
Specialized Hospital Property Insurance
with boiler and flood coverage

PERIOD: March 1, 2007-February 28,
2008

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$64,723. (No increase)

AWARED TO: Hartford Insurance
Rockaway, New Jersey

SERVICES: Renewing the Blanket Prop-
erty Policy

PERIOD: March 1, 2007-February 28,
2008

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$384,343.65.(No increase)

AWARED TO: PMA Group, Mt, Laurel,
New Jersey

SERVICES: Renewing the Claims Man-
agement Services for Worker’s Compen-
sation and First Party Auto Property Dam-
age Subrogation (Third Party Administra-
tion)

PERIOD: March 1, 2007-February 28,
2008

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$265, 500. (2% increase)

AWARED TO: Insurance Company of
State of PA (AIG) c/o Continental
Marmorstein & Malone, Paramus, New
Jersey

SERVICES: Renewing the Special Ex-
cess Liability Insurance Policy

PERIOD: March 1, 2007- February 28,
2008

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$706,054.

AWARED TO: PMA Insurance Group,
Mt. Laurel, New Jersey

SERVICES: Renewing the Excess
Worker’s Compensation Policy

PERIOD: March 1, 2007-February 28,
2008

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$570, 997. (4% increase)

AWARED TO: Hale Loss Control En-
gineer William Triech, Cranford, New
Jersey

SERVICES: to provide a safe work envi-
ronmental and to promote safety on our
roadways.

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$11,600 (4 classes @ $2,900 per class)

Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders
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PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 2/22/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-233
amending (Resolution No. 2006-1032)

AWARDED TO: Trinitas Hospital,
Elizabeth, New Jersey

SERVICES: Due to increasing complex-
ity and volume of children experiencing
and disclosing acute sexual abuse, the
Union County Prosecutor’s Office has ex-
pressed a need and Trinitas Hospital Child
Advocacy Outpatient Unit has agreed to
provide a licensed clinician at the Child
Advocacy Center to screen and provide
services to the children

PERIOD: March 1, 2007-June 30, 2007
COSTS: in an additional amount of

$12,000 ($3,000 per month) for a new
total contract amount of $21,000. All fund-
ing for this contract will be from Vic-
tims of Crime Act Assistance Grant.

Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders

1 T - 3/1/07, The Leader Fee: $29.07

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-3360-07
FILE NO: 1342.0031

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANTS

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
FIRST REALTY VENTURES, LLC

You are hereby summoned and required
to serve upon FRANK J. MARTONE, P.C.,
Plaintiff’s Attorney, whose address is 1455
Broad Street, Bloomfield, New Jersey,
07003, an answer to the complaint (and
amendment to complaint, if any) filed in a
civil action in which CHAMPION MORT-
GAGE, A DIVISION OF KEY BANK, NA-
TIONAL ASSOCIATION is plaintiff and
CRAIG CURRIE AND FANNIE CURRIE,
HIS WIFE; UNKNOWN OCCUPANTS
ONE THROUGH TEN; MARISOL
CURRIE; THUNDER HOLDINGS, INC.;
FIRST REALTY VENTURES, LLC;
JEFFERSON INVESTMENT GROUP,
LLC; JOHN H. HURWITH; JAMES A.
JOHNSTON; UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA, et als. are defendants, pend-
ing in the Superior Court of New Jersey,
Chancery Division, UNION County and
bearing Docket Number F-3360-07 within
thirty-five (35) days after March 1, 2007
exclusive of such date. If you fail to do so,
judgment by default may be rendered
against you for the relief demanded in the
complaint (and amendment to complaint,
if any). You shall file your answer and
proof of service in duplicate with the Clerk
of the Superior Court of New Jersey,
Hughes Justice Complex, 25 Market Street,
P.O. Box 971, Trenton, New Jersey, 08625,
in accordance with the Rules of Civil Prac-
tice and Procedure.

This action has been instituted for the
purpose of (1) foreclosing a mortgage
dated  March 1, 2001, made by CRAIG
CURRIE, UNMARRIED, as Mortgagor(s)
to CHAMPION MORTGAGE COMPANY,
INC., recorded on April 2, 2001, in Book
8118 of Mortgages for UNION County,
Page 0249, and subsequently assigned to
the plaintiff; and (2) to recover possession
of, and concerns the premises commonly
known as: 14 WEDGEWOOD WAY,
SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY 07076.

If you are unable to obtain an attorney,
you may communicate with the New Jer-
sey State Bar Association by calling (908)
249-5000. You may also contact the law-
yer referral service of UNION the County
of Venue by calling 908-353-4715. If you
cannot afford an attorney, you may com-
municate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue by calling 908-354-
4340.

You, FIRST REALTY VENTURES, LLC,
are made a party defendant to this foreclo-
sure action because you hold a mortgage
that may affect the mortgage premises
and the mortgage being foreclosed herein.
You are entitled to Notice of this action for
any right, title, claim or interest you may
have in, to or against said mortgage pre-
mises.
Dated: FEBRUARY 23, 2007

Theodore Fetter, Clerk
Superior Court of New Jersey

Frank J. Martone, P.C.
A Professional Corporation
1455 Broad Street
Bloomfield, New Jersey 07003
1 T - 3/1/07, The Leader Fee: $65.79

It Is All-Dem County Government That
Has An Agenda, Not Watchdog Assoc.

HUNG UP!!

By Milt Faith, Executive Director
Youth and Family Counseling Service

Parents Encouraged to Listen,
As Well as Talk, to Their Kids

A Teen Reader Writes: Please tell
your readers to stop talking at their
children. Every time my mom wants
to talk about a serious issue, like what
teens do today, drinking or smoking
pot, or possible sexual behavior, or if
I want to discuss some of these sub-
jects, she starts lecturing, judging,
warning.

All it does is to stop me from talk-
ing to her. I don’t want a sermon on
what I should or shouldn’t do. A con-
versation goes both ways…listen, lis-
ten, listen. So please tell her what you
think (and I hope you are listening to
me).

Answer: I am, and I do agree. So
parents, please stop lecturing, judg-
ing and warning and remember that a
conversation goes both ways…listen,
listen, listen! (So how did I do?).

A Mother Writes: I will never hire
a nanny again. I have two small chil-
dren, ages six and two. My friend’s
nanny recommended her cousin. I
interviewed her, quickly, felt very
comfortable and hired her to take
care of the children, cook dinner and
do some laundry.

Before I knew what was going on,
Sonya (disguised name) let the dirty
laundry build up, purchased prepared
dinners and was unreachable during
the day because the phone was al-
ways busy when I called home.

I let this ride too long because it
took me a long time to find a good (I
thought) nanny. Also, my husband, as
usual, was disinterested and showed
little sympathy. Now I have no help,
and I am hiring part-time individuals
to assist me. How do I avoid getting
into this kind of a dilemma?

Answer: I can think of five ways:
(1) Attempt to find a nanny through
an agency or someone you trust. In-
terview the individual and get refer-

ences. (2) Try to involve your hus-
band in this process since you feel he
tends to be “disinterested.” (3) Re-
view the role and responsibilities of
the nanny and clarify your expecta-
tions. (4) Set a time limit to evaluate
how things are moving along. (5) Do
not let things “ride too long;” deal
with them as soon as you identify the
problem, no matter what the issue!
Good luck!

A Frustrated Mother Writes: I am
the mother of a 14-year-old son. I am
divorced after 17 years of an unhappy
marriage. I work all day, and come
home to frequent battles with my son,
Sam (disguised name). We argue over
everything, but it usually focuses on
decision-making.

Sam resists every limit I set. In
particular, I feel he should be in bed
by 9:30 p.m. with lights out. He feels
he can stay up until 11:30 p.m. and
send and receive “txt” messages. “All
my friends do it,” he says. He feels he
should do his homework before bed-
time or early in the a.m. because he
needs to rest after a difficult day at
school.

Sam feels that it is “woman’s work
to do laundry” and so I do his laundry
late at night. I know I am not alone in
this kind of a situation. What is the
most effective way to resolve this
peacefully?

Answer: It may take a while to
resolve this appropriately, but since
you are asking my advice, here ’tis.
The teen years are difficult for every-
one, as the teen attempts to establish
his identity by setting up rules and
trying to be in control of his/her life.
Often it is further aggravated if the
family unit is broken up.

The parent has to make the best
judgment re setting limits and bound-
aries and communicating this to the
child. This is one way of trying to
avoid power struggles. The specific
issues you raise are universal ones.
The time structure you have set seems
appropriate. Be careful when the child
says, “my friends do it.” This does not
make it right, and be careful of ma-
nipulation.

A 14-year-old, male or female,
should participate in doing laundry.
This “woman’s work” is nonsense.
Try to stay firm and consistent. It can
be helpful to have a few counseling
sessions to develop communication
skills and develop tools which will
reinforce healthy patterns of resolu-
tion. Ah, the manipulations of the
young…and the middle-aged…and
the old!!

Fanwoodian Praises Government
Watchdog Efforts, Tina Renna

Whenever the press questions the
county about an issue raised by the Union
County Watchdog Association, the re-
sponse from the county is always to claim
that the organization is a “tool of the
Republican Party.”

I am a lifelong Democrat and a found-
ing board member of the Union County
Watchdog Association. Our organization
is focused on open government issues.
We try to eliminate waste and corruption
through information, regardless of the
political party. It just happens that the
county freeholder board is entirely made
up of Democrats. If it were all Republi-
can, it would make no difference to our
watchdog group.

We are made up of people of all ages
and from different races, religions, politi-
cal parties and economic means and we
share ideas with respect for one another.
Every governmental body in the world

could learn a lesson from the way we
work together.

We volunteer our time and donate our
money getting public records and posting
them on our website, something our taxes
have paid for already and the county
government’s public information depart-
ment should be doing.

I would rather the county spokesman,
Sebastian D’Elia, who is paid $107,135,
answer the residents’ questions instead of
making political accusations during work-
ing hours and putting down residents.

It is the all-Democratic Union County
government that has a political agenda,
not the Union County Watchdog Asso-
ciation.

Franklin Prather
Vice President

Union County Watchdog Assoc.
Union

When you Google “Union County NJ
Government Spending,” you will readily
access a link to the County Watchers
blog spot containing my analysis of
Union County 2005-2006 spending. Four
months ago, I submitted this spend analy-
sis and cost savings recommendations
to our Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders, thinking they would wel-
come the opportunity to save the tax-
payers millions of dollars annually.

I have yet to receive from Dan
Sullivan, chair of the Union County
Shared Services Committee, or any of
the other Freeholders, an acknowledg-
ment that the spending analysis and cost
savings recommendations are being con-
sidered for implementation. One is com-
pelled to ask, “why not?”

Apparently, cost savings suggestions
from Union County taxpayers are sim-
ply dismissed as a distraction and never

get on the Freeholders’ agenda. Instead,
our all-Democratic Board of Chosen
Freeholders seem to be focused on main-
taining the “tax and spend” status quo in
lock step with our clueless New Jersey
state government. With our county and
state governments awash in debt and
doing little to rein in spending, ethics
abuses and corruption, is it any wonder
that citizens are crying out for reforms?

The non-partisan Union County
Watchdog Association is doing the pub-
lic a great service at no cost to taxpayers
by obtaining public records and video
recordings of Freeholder meetings and
posting them on the UCWA website
(www.unioncountywatchdog.org). I
urge Union County citizens to visit this
website and become better informed
about county spending practices and
other issues that are driving our taxes up
every year, and write or call your elected
representatives to communicate your
position on important issues.

Kudos to Tina Renna, president of the
Union County Watchdog Association,
for her efforts and diligence in making
Union County public records and meet-
ing video recordings more accessible to
residents who are unable to visit the
Union County offices or Freeholder
meetings in person.

Unfortunately, New Jersey and Union
County voters have also become com-
placent by continually returning incum-
bents to elected office in the face of
mounting evidence that nepotism, pa-
tronage and ethics abuse are accepted
practices in New Jersey government. It
is no surprise that federal investigators
like Christopher Christie have found it
necessary to step in and take action
since our elected and appointed govern-
ment officials have been unwilling or
unable to effectively police themselves,
and thereby restore accountability, mo-
rality, good character and sound judg-
ment in our government.

John Marquardt
Fanwood

More Letters to the Editor
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

WHS Will Combine
Play, Clothing Drive

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
High School (WHS) drama depart-
ment will present How To Succeed
In Business Without Really Trying
tonight, Thursday, March 1, at 7 p.m.
and Friday and Saturday, March 2
and 3, at 8 p.m.

Reserved tickets are $8 for the
Thursday show and $10 for Friday
and Saturday and can be ordered by
calling (908) 789-4549, extension no.
1, or (908) 654-0825.

Tickets will also be available at the
door on a first-come, first-served ba-
sis for all shows. In conjunction with
this year’s show, the drama depart-
ment is organizing a clothing drive to
benefit Dress For Success, a non-
profit organization that provides busi-
ness attire to needy women and men,
so that they can look professional
while seeking employment.

Volunteers will collect new or gen-
tly used men’s and women’s profes-
sional clothing (suits and separates),
accessories and unopened make-up
in the lobby of the WHS auditorium
prior to each performance. Contribu-
tions are tax-deductible.

Mr. McPartlan to Be Feted
As Irishman of the Year

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Friendly
Sons of Saint Patrick Union County
will honor John McPartlan of Scotch
Plains as Irishman of the Year at its
annual dinner on Thursday, March
15, at 6:30 p.m. It will take place at
The Grand Summit Hotel, located at
570 Springfield Avenue in Summit.

“John McPartlan provides a tre-
mendous amount of support to the
Irish-American community and gives
his time to many worthy charities,”
said Brian McGovern, the non-profit
group’s president. “It is our honor to
present John with our Irishman of the
Year Award for 2007.”

Mr. McPartlan, owner of Molly
Maguire’s Irish Pub and Restaurant in
Clark, doesn’t have far to go in tracing
his Irish heritage. His father, John
McPartlan, came to America from
Drumkeerin, County Leitrim in 1947
and his maternal grandparents hailed
from Ballinrobe in County Mayo.

The Irish-American organization
also will honor Mortimer O’Shea of
Summit, David Thornton of Rahway
and Terrence Hanratty of Roselle
Park as its Distinguished Service
Award winners.

“We are also very excited in pre-
senting our Distinguished Service
Awards to Mort, Terry and Dave –
some of Union County’s finest
Irishmen,” added Mr. McGovern.

The cocktail hour will be held from
6:30 to 7:30 p.m., followed by dinner.
Tickets are $100. All proceeds will
benefit the Friendly Sons’ Scholar-

ship Fund and the Center For Hope
Hospice and Palliative Care. For more
information, please contact Brian
McGovern at (908) 963-4826 or at
brian.mcgovern@mcssllc.com.

Church Invites Public
To Labyrinth Walk

CRANFORD – The First Presby-
terian Church of Cranford will spon-
sor a series of open labyrinth walks,
with the next one scheduled for this
Sunday, March 4. All walks will be
held in Bates Hall at the church, lo-
cated at 11 Springfield Avenue.

Individuals may walk the laby-
rinth anytime between 1 and 4 p.m.
but are asked to begin their walk by
3:30 p.m. Subsequent walks will be
held the first Sunday of every month,
unless otherwise specified. All are
welcome.

Walking the labyrinth is an ancient
spiritual practice of prayer and medi-
tation that has experienced a
reawakening. The 11-ringed pattern,
painted on canvas, is modeled after
the 13th-century labyrinth at Chartres
Cathedral in France. In Medieval
times, walking the labyrinth symbol-
ized the Christian pilgrimage to
Jerusalem for those who could not
personally make the journey.

For more information about the laby-
rinth program or future walks, please
call the church at (908) 276-8440.

Registration to Be Held
For Learning for Life
COUNTY – Registration for the

72nd term of Learning for Life, an
adult level educational program held
in facilities offered by the United Pres-
byterian Church of Plainfield, will take
place on Monday, March 5, from 9:30
to 11 a.m. at the church. The church is
located at 525 East Front Street.

For 35 years, this program – cover-
ing a wide range of topics – has been
presented in two, 10-week continu-
ing sessions, in the spring and fall, for
Plainfield area citizens.

The upcoming spring session, span-
ning Monday, March 12, to Monday,
May 14, includes two one-hour morn-
ing courses starting at 10 a.m. Thir-
teen topics will be offered, among
them current events; trips without
tickets; philosophy for “smart aleck
dummies;” legal tips for managing
one’s affairs, Tai Chi and art.

Following a bag lunch, with coffee
and tea available, 10 individual hour
lectures or cultural offerings will be
featured beginning at 12:45 p.m. Reg-
istration also can be done via early
arrival for the initial program on
March 12. The fee for the full 10-
week program is $15.

More Community/Area News

La Leche League Sets
Meeting For March 15
WESTFIELD – The La Leche

League of Westfield, a non-profit
breastfeeding information and sup-
port group, will hold its monthly
meeting on Thursday, March 15, at
10 a.m. The topic will be “The Art of
Breastfeeding...Avoiding Common
Breastfeeding Difficulties.”

New, experienced and expectant
mothers and their children are invited
to attend to learn more about
breastfeeding, have their questions
answered and meet other
breastfeeding mothers. For more in-
formation and the meeting location,
please call Mari at (908) 233-6513 or
Arlene at (908) 789-4772.
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All That Glitters is Not Gold,
Says WHS Graduate Rob Palmer

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA – Former Westfield resi-
dent Rob Palmer has recently released
his second book, a novel entitled
“Queen of Diamonds.”

Like Mr. Palmer’s
first book, “Patriot
James,” his second
novel concerns a
woman protagonist,
and is told from a
woman’s point of view.

Set in Philadelphia
and the fictional col-
lege town of
Brandenburg, Pa.,
“Queen of Diamonds”
is the story of Ngoc
Soàn, a Vietnamese
businesswoman and
gambler who owns a
prosperous diamond
business.

Ngoc wants to lower
the price of diamonds
so that all can afford
them. To do this, she must confront De
Beers, the South African conglomerate
of companies that controls the world’s
diamond business.

Part thriller, part romance, in
“Queen of Diamonds,” Mr. Palmer
takes his reader into the diamond
‘underworld,” and brings together a
cast of unlikely characters to help
Ngoc achieve her goal.

Mr. Palmer spent three years writing
“Queen of Diamonds,” part of which
was spent researching the diamond in-
dustry, especially diamond mining.

“…I was helped by a cousin in
Colorado, David Emslie, who has

mining experience,”
the author said.

Mr. Palmer likens
his writing process to
that of Stephen King,
whose books show
characters who take
on lives of their own.

“I tend to create a
character, put (him or
her) in a premise, then
see where the people I
have created take
things,” he explained.

“I have a general
idea where things are
going, but sometimes
the characters fool me,
and I find I’m writing
their story, not mine,”
he continued.

Mr. Palmer was doubly inspired to
write “Queen of Diamonds.” First, he
wanted to write about the diamond
industry because he is curious about
the hold diamonds have over people.

His second inspiration came in the
form of a Vietnamese-American friend
who impressed him by overcoming
cultural, language and gender barriers.

“Ngoc Soàn [is] much more flam-

boyant, but the concept of an Asian-
American making good in the U.S.
came from my hard-working friend,”
he said.

Mr. Palmer dedicated “Queen of
Diamonds” to his father, E. Marshall
Palmer, a longtime Westfield resi-
dent who recently passed away.

Mr. Palmer graduated Westfield High
School (WHS), after which he attended
Dickinson College in Carlisle, Pa.

Currently at work on a sequel to
“Patriot James,” the author has two
additional novels and two outlines in
various drafting stages.

He enjoys meeting his readers, and
welcomes invitations to speak at book
club and library group meetings.

On April 16, Mr. Palmer will con-
duct a class for the Westfield Adult
School entitled “How to Publish Your
Book Using Print on Demand Tech-
nology.” The class will be held at WHS.

Both “Queen of Diamonds” and
“Patriot James” can be purchased at
Town Book Store in Westfield.

For more information about Mr.
Palmer, visit ropalmer.com.

“Queen of Diamonds”

     Michael J. Pollack for The Westfield
Leader and The Times

IT’S FUN TO PLAY AT THE
Y-M-C-A...Local bands Pick an
Exit, 9:18, North of Spain, The
Pull Out Method and Reinforce-
ment joined forces on Saturday,
February 24, at the Westfield Y
Annex on East Broad Street.
Money collected from Pick an
Exit’s performance went to the
“I have a dream” Charity
Program in Westfield.
For more pictures, check out the
photo gallery at goleader.com/
services/photos or, if viewing
online, click anywhere on the
pictures at left.

Former WF Resident Benny Reid
Is ‘Finding’ Peace With CD Debut

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The saxophone may
seem synonymous with the blues, but
the recent release of “Findings,” Benny
Reid’s first contemporary jazz CD,
seems rather uplifting. The 26-year-
old former Westfield resident has
worked toward this goal for more than
a decade, determined to have his de-
parted sister live on through his music.

“She has been the guiding and driv-
ing force in my life,” Reid says of his
sister, Alina Siegel, who died suddenly
after brief illness at age 14. “I didn’t
know how much talent I’d have or how
good I’d be, but I always knew I’d do
something for her, make it happen…and
this is the dream coming true.”

Reid began playing saxophone in
second grade and believes he ex-
presses himself best through music.

He had been a 13-year-old student
at Edison Intermediate School when
he lost his sister and says picking up
his saxophone helped him deal with
the tragedy.

Edison’s music director at the time,
Robert Rietzke, invited him to per-
form a saxophone solo in Alina’s
memory and reportedly told Reid it
was the first time he’d ever seen a
student receive a standing ovation.

“Kids very rarely just know what
they want to do, but I committed to
it,” Reid says. “I distinctly remember
being in eighth grade at rehearsal and
saying ‘this is what I want to do
forever.’”

Reid cites Rietzke as one of his
early mentors and “the founder of the
only ‘Jazz Band Boy Scout Troop’ in
the world,” which provided him count-
less opportunities to play with “phe-
nomenal musicians” at a young age.

At Westfield High School (WHS),
Reid says he further honed his talents
thanks to teacher and band director
Raymond Wojcik.

“He is a genius musician and com-
poser and taught a lot of theory,” Reid
says. “And that was really great be-
cause you have to know that kind of
thing, especially to compose.”

While Reid plays saxophone, he
does most of his composing on the
piano, reporting this is common prac-
tice among musicians.

“The thing with the piano is you can
see every note in front of you,” Reid
says. “But you have to have knowl-

edge of every instrument you’re com-
posing for. So you score it on the piano
and then expand it to the individual
strings, percussion and what have you.”

He explains it is also common for
professional saxophonists to “double
up” by additionally playing instru-
ments like the flute and clarinet dur-
ing performances.

“Pretty much at 99 percent of Broad-
way shows, they’ll be playing three to

five horns,” he says. “That’s basically
because those are instruments played
with a reed so they group them to-
gether. But it’s difficult because they’re
really not that similar.”

Reid spent a couple of semesters
studying these instruments while at-
tending Indiana University, where he
majored in Jazz Studies.

He also learned to play the three
other types of saxophones: soprano,
tenor and baritone.

“I just did a show with Frankie
Valli where I had to play tenor for
most of the show and then got to do
two alto features with my horn,” he
says. “That’s kind of how it works.”

In addition to Frankie Valli and the
Four Seasons, Reid has also performed
with pop bands such as The Tempta-
tions and numerous jazz musicians.

His biggest dream is to one day
play alongside jazz guitarist Pat
Metheny, whose band members per-
formed on “Findings.”

“When we were little, my dad used
to pick us up and dance us around to
Metheny,” Reid recalls, citing that
was the inspiration for the track
“Dancing with My Father.”

Reid says he’s grateful for his par-

ents’ dedication to pursuing the arts
and their support in his endeavors.

“I live in New York now, but I teach
here to be close to home once a week,”
he added.

In addition to private lessons and clin-
ics at colleges, Reid recently spent three
years co-leading the jazz band at WHS.

His next teaching endeavor will be
a clinic at Indiana University. He will
also perform around the country.

“The concept for ‘Findings’ is a
quest for peace,” Reid says, alluding
to the track by the same name.

He says his sister primarily inspired
“Findings,” and the track “Waves of
Red” was named for her “flowing red
hair.”

However, he indicated the album
was also written when he was gradu-
ating from college, a time period when
he was trying to “figure out life.”

“In music, there’s no guarantees,
no chartered path for you,” he added.

Reid already has three more al-
bums composed and hopes to pro-
duce more and branch out to a wider
audience.

For now, he’s currently looking
forward to his CD release party on
Saturday, March 3, at The Crossroads
in Garwood.

Reid reflects that dealing with los-
ing Alina has been a lifelong struggle
for family and friends.

“I want this to be for her and for
everyone who cares for her,” he says.
“Finally, there’s some light, some-
thing good happening here.”

With the talent this young man
exudes on “Findings,” it seems that
light is only going to get brighter.
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SP-F Art Assoc Hosts
‘Still Life in Pastel’

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains and Fanwood Arts Association
Meeting will be held on Thursday,
March 8, at 7 p.m. in the Scotch Plains
Library, located at 1927 Bartle Avenue.

A program on “Still Life in Pastel”
by Dolores Brink will follow a brief
business meeting.

A graduate of the duCret School of
Art in Plainfield, Ms. Brink has taught
classes in stained glass and pastel for
more than 10 years, and is frequently
asked to judge local art shows.

She has studied with renowned art-
ists such as impressionist Joseph
Dawley, portrait artist Furman Finck
and master pastelist Daniel Greene.
This award-winning artist exhibits fre-
quently in the tri-state area, and her
works are in many private collections.

The demonstration is free and open
to the public. For more information,
contact Tom Yeager at (908) 322-5438.

Spring Session of Musical
Theater Workshop Begins

SCOTCH PLAINS –Veteran
Broadway actor Juan Pineda will
guide aspiring young actors who wish
to participate in a professional the-
ater training experience, involving
acting, singing and performance tech-
niques in the Musical Theater Work-
shop (MTW), a division of the New
Jersey Workshop for the Arts (NJWA).

The spring semester of the MTW
will offer three separate classes for a
series of 11 weeks each. A Beginner
Class will be held on Thursdays, from
3:30 to 4:30 p.m., at All Saints’
Church, located at 559 Park Avenue
in Scotch Plains, and on Saturdays,
from 1:30 until 2:30 p.m. at the NJWA
studios at 150-152 East Broad Street
in Westfield.

This Beginner Class is designed
for students 10- to 15-years-old, who
will be given solos and will partici-
pate in acting and musical theater
improvisational exercises. As the stu-
dents gain experience, they will be
given additional solos, duets and trios.

The Intermediate Class will be held
on Thursdays, from 4:35 to 5:35 p.m.,
at All Saints’ Church. Participation in
the 11-session Intermediate Class, for
students ages 14 to 18, requires an
audition. This class will focus on
more advanced acting, singing and
audition techniques. Students will
work on solos, duets and trios, and
will stage their own scenes and work
on improvisational exercises.

The MTW Thursday classes begin
on February 22 and continue to May
24. The Saturday session runs from
February 24 to May 19. Tuition for

each session is $360.
Mr. Pineda, who spent seven years

in the role of Thuy in Broadway’s
Miss Saigon, has appeared off-Broad-
way in The Karaoke Show and Babes
in Toyland. Artistic Director of The
Little Opera Company of New Jer-
sey, he is also a private vocal coach
and acting teacher. He has been on
the faculty of the NJWA for the past
seven years and has been the artistic
director of the musicals presented at
the Westfield Summer Workshop
(WSW).

This July, he will co-direct both
2007 WSW productions of The Pi-
rates of Penzance and Thoroughly
Modern Millie.

For more information, call (908) 789-
9696 or visit the offices in Westfield.
Additional information about all NJWA
programs is available on the web at
njworkshopforthearts.com.

Union County Observes
Youth Art Month

COUNTY – Artwork from various
schools in Union County is being show-
cased for the Art Educators of New
Jersey’s (AENJ) Youth Art Month, an
annual observance each March in the
state to emphasize the value of art edu-
cation for children and to encourage
support for quality school art programs.

Union County’s Youth Art Month
exhibit will be held at IKEA Eliza-
beth on Ikea Drive in Elizabeth
through April 1.

Artwork from students in kinder-
garten through grade 12 will be on
display and each student artist will
receive awards. Youth Art Month pro-
vides a forum for acknowledging
skills that are fostered through expe-
rience in the visual arts that are not
possible in other subjects offered in
the curriculum.

Visitors to the IKEA Youth Art
Month Exhibit will see a variety of
media used by the artists, such as
pastels, acrylic paints and pencil.
Three-dimensional projects, drawings,
paintings, prints and photographs will
be exhibited to showcase the art pro-
grams throughout the county.

All artwork can also be seen at
artsonia.com/unioncounty1

Younger Crowd Gathers
At Y Annex for Music, Fun

By MEREDITH MANNINO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Vans sneakers, cell
phones, loud music and waves of vi-
brant, youthful energy filled the
Westfield Y Annex on East Broad Street
this weekend.

The facility hosted a special sort of
teen night, where 20-something and
younger musicians performed for exu-
berant fans in a safe drug-free environ-
ment.

For those teens didn’t feel like rock-
ing out, a cardiovascular fun house in
the Y’s upstairs entertained them.
Comprised of a Dance Dance Revo-
lution machine and game bikes, a
good time was had by all.

“We’re giving teens a viable place
to go and do stuff they like in a safe,
constructive environment,” Marty
Collett, Westfield Y Camp/ Teen Di-
rector, said.

A youthful Mr. Collett still skate-
boards and likes punk music, making
teens trust and relate to him.

One such teen, Michelle DeLuca,
17, of Cranford, said the milieu at the
Westfield YMCA was much more low-
key and fun than some other teen pro-
grams she had frequented.

“This is a great idea,” she enthused.
“It seems more relaxed than other rec

centers.”
Fifteen-year old Collin Stickles,

also of Cranford, concurred.
“You can mosh here and start a pit

without getting thrown out,” the teen
explained.

Along with local bands 9:18, North
of Spain, The Pull Out Method and
Reinforcement, Pick an Exit, whose
members are recent Westfield High
School grads, headlined.

The band donated any proceeds
from the event to the “I Have a Dream
Foundation,” a non-profit group that
helps lower-income kids reach their
educational and career goals.

Donating money from all of their
shows to “I Have a Dream” is Pick An
Exit’s modus operandi. A few years
ago, when they needed to raise funds
to tour the country, a Westfield resi-
dent and CEO, who prefers to remain
nameless, gave the boys $10,000.

The idea was for the group to go on
tour and promote “I Have Dream.”
Pick an Exit did exactly that; they
plugged the foundation on the radio
and even at the NASDAQ opening.
So far, the band has raised $2,000,
and is working to raise the rest of the
funds to pay back their generous do-
nor.

Rock on.

nies were haunting and alive.
Seasoned cellist Steven Isserlis

delivered an intoxicating performance
of Elgar’s Concerto in E minor for
Cello and Orchestra, Opus 85. In the
concerto, Elgar uses the cello’s entire
range, from foreboding low notes up
through the instrument’s soaring high
register. The composer takes advan-
tage of the cello’s unique tone color-
ings, well suited to his romantic com-
positional style, and Isserlis knew
how to bring that passion to life.

Sunday’s performance was full of
brilliant moments – Isserlis dialogued
with violins, with oboes, with cellos
(there was a particularly striking
ritardando interplay between cello
soloist and cello section). Mournful
orchestral harmonies created an un-
derpinning for languid solo melodies.

Isserlis floated on top of the or-
chestra, though the full NJSO at times
masked his low notes.

The romantic aesthetic Elgar cre-
ates is the stuff of which classic movie
scores are made – emotional and stir-
ring, the NJSO’s performance gave
its cello soloist a lovely foundation
for his interpretation of the work.

The audience so appreciated
Isserlis’s talent that its applause did
not stop until the cellist returned for a
thrill of an all-pizzicato encore.

The NJSO devoted the second half
of the concert program to Beethoven’s
magnificent Seventh in a performance
that victoriously overcame a rather
tepid beginning.

The tempo Maestro Oundjian chose
to begin the Seventh was a bit too slow
to stay crisp. The orchestra seemed to
linger a bit too long in anticipating the
grand downbeat chords that open the
symphony. But both orchestra and con-
ductor really came alive for the full
outburst of the movement’s major
theme, and from there, momentum
only grew. Interplay between the wind
instrumentalists was stellar, especially
during a wonderful passage in which a
subdued orchestra frames a flute-oboe
dialogue developing through several
different keys.

Beethoven’s Seventh Symphony is

more heroic than many give it credit
for. The opening of the second
movement’s dirge is all about dark
string tones; the lower strings lay
down minor melodies with a melan-
choly that betrays the movement’s
“allegretto” tempo marking and has
in it the heart of the Beethoven works
that have inspired the “heroic” com-
positional label. Oundjian led the
NJSO through the full gamut of emo-
tions that the Seventh’s most poi-
gnant movement covers. Explosive
fortes and soft laments, all of the
myriad emotional expressions
Beethoven wrote found voices here.

For the third movement, Oundjian
confidently chose an exceptionally
brisk tempo that really worked; the
NJSO musicians stepped up to create
a delightful, robust scherzo, with re-
flective moments punctuated by jubi-
lant sfortzandos. The violinists effort-
lessly threw out trills, the winds
smoothly transitioned between themes.

Beethoven writes a whirlwind of a
fourth movement; brass punctuate seas
of strings, awesome timpani pounding
propelled the musical action. The
NJSO delivered a performance both
aurally and visually stimulating; at
one point, every string bow moved
together in accented rhythm.

The triumphant performance drove
home again to this music critic the
inherent heroic undertones of this
symphony. Though throughout its
lifetime scholars and audiences have
felt its dance-like qualities, the pow-
erful sadness of its second movement
and the formal drama that stirs be-
neath its euphoric rhythms give the
work another important dimension.

Interestingly, the NJSO this week-
end performs Beethoven’s Third Sym-
phony, dubbed Eroica – “Heroic” –
by its composer. Those lucky enough
to have experienced last weekend’s
performance of the Seventh may find
more parallels between the two sym-
phonies than many others see.

The NJSO’s “Beethoven the Hero”
runs this weekend; the orchestra pre-
sents the concert tomorrow night at
NJPAC. For details, see njso.org.

Courtesy of Concord Records, Raj Naik
Benny Reid- “Findings”

http://www.goleader.com/services/photos/
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By JAYNE SALOMON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

I don’t know who coined the term
“comfort food” but it couldn’t have
been that long ago.

If I had to guess, I’d say it came
into popular usage around the same
time or shortly before the word
“dysfunctional” and much later
than my personal favorite,
“chillax.”

In any case, it doesn’t matter who
thought of the term or when because
the concept needed to be put into
words. What an absolutely descrip-

tive way to label those foods that are
like a big hug or a favorite warm robe
or a kiss on the cheek. Many types of
foods can be considered comfort
foods.

When I think of comfort foods,
what comes to mind are those warm-
ing foods and drinks that are enjoyed
on cold winter days: the cup of hot
cocoa you wrap your hands around
while waiting for it to be just hot
enough to sip or the flavorfully robust
taste of a great dish of beef stew on a
cold winter’s night.

Whether it is the smell of the food
or their reminders of home, comfort
foods are generally unpretentious,
hearty and simply make us feel good.
Even those who have dined in the best
restaurants and sampled the finest
cuisines return to basic comfort foods
when they crave down- home good-
ness.

Beef stew is high on the list of
foods most would consider to be in
this category because most of us
grew up with this dish as part of the
regular repertoire of home-cooked
dinners.

This stew, like most, gets more
flavorful the longer it is simmered.
The wine used is Trader Joe’s
merlot, which cannot be topped for
the full-bodied flavor it adds to
this dish and at a price that can’t be
beat.

Even though one doesn’t generally
consider stew to be a gourmet dish,
this one deserves to be classified as
such, while maintaining its integrity
as a comfort food. Serve it with long-
grain white rice, and for dessert enjoy
banana nut loaf, another favorite com-
fort food.

Banana Nut Loaf
INGREDIENTS

2 tablespoons butter, melted
3 very ripe bananas
2 eggs
2 cups flour
1 package vanilla pudding and pie filling
1 teaspoon salt
1 teaspoon baking soda
½ teaspoon baking powder
¼ teaspoon ground cinnamon
½ cup chopped walnuts

PROCEDURE
Preheat the oven to 350 degrees. Melt the

butter in a small saucepan. In a large bowl,
mash the bananas well. Add the butter and eggs
and mix well. Add the flour, pudding, salt,
baking soda, baking powder and cinnamon
and beat until smooth. Add the nuts. Pour into
a greased loaf pan and bake for 1 hour. Cool for
5 minutes. Delicious served warm.

Beef Stew
(*Use a high-grade quality of beef

to ensure a tender result.)
INGREDIENTS

2 pounds cubed beef
3 tablespoons olive oil
7 cloves fresh garlic, sliced
2 envelopes onion soup mix
1 cup water
1-1/2 cups merlot wine
3 bay leaves
1 pint fresh snap peas or 1 package frozen snap
peas
1 bag (8 ounces) mini carrots
1 jar (5 ounces) whole onions

PROCEDURE
In a 2-quart cooking pot, sauté the beef with

the garlic in olive oil. When beef is browned,
turn heat to simmer and add soup mix, water,
wine and bay leaves.  Cover and simmer for at
least 2 hours. The longer the stew is simmered,
the more tender the beef. Add the carrots, onions
and snap peas during the last 30 minutes. This
will keep the vegetables firm and tasty.

Butterscotch/Caramel
Hot Cocoa
INGREDIENTS

3 tablespoons cocoa
6 tablespoons sugar
¼ cup water
1 tablespoon caramel flavored topping
2 teaspoons butterscotch flavored topping
2 teaspoons vanilla extract
2 ½ cups milk
Whipped cream

PROCEDURE
Dissolve the cocoa and sugar in water in a

small saucepan. Bring to a boil, stirring con-
stantly to remove lumps. Add the caramel,
butterscotch and vanilla and continue to stir.
Add the milk and cook on low heat being
careful to not boil. Pour into mugs. Top with
whipped cream and serve hot.

Beef Stew with Red Wine

Hot Cocoa
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Born and raised in
Westfield, Benny
Reid, a talented

saxophone player,
just released his
debut album on

February 27 called
“Findings.”

Aspiring ArtistAspiring ArtistAspiring ArtistAspiring ArtistAspiring Artist

DRESSED FOR SUCCESS…Pictured is the cast of Westfield High School’s
production of How To Succeed In Business Without Really Trying. Performances
are scheduled for today, Thursday, March 1, at 7 p.m. and Friday and Saturday,
March 2 and 3, at 8 p.m. For tickets, call (908) 789-4549, ext.1 or (908) 654-0825.
Clothing donations for Dress For Success will be collected at the door.

Comm. Players Continue
With The Lion in Winter

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Community Players (WCP) produc-
tion of James Goldman’s drama The
Lion in Winter opens Saturday, March
3, at 8 p.m. in the theater at 1000
North Avenue West.

The show continues March 10, 16,
17, 23 and 24 with all reserved seat
tickets at $15. There is a benefit per-
formance open to the general public
on Friday, March 9, for the New Jer-
sey Table Tennis Association, with
tickets priced at $25.

Call the box office at (908) 232-
1221 for further details. All non-mem-
ber tickets must be pre-paid to secure
a reservation and WCP member tick-

ets will not be honored for benefit
performances.

Director Linda Correll has the cast
in final rehearsals for the March 3
opening, assisted by producer Letty
Hudak and stage manager Lynn
Lamporiella. The setting is a dys-
functional British royal family Christ-
mas gathering at a castle in Chinon,
France where King Henry II of En-
gland, Eleanor of Aquitaine and their
three sons, Richard, Geoffrey and
John attempt to secure the line of
succession for the British throne.

All opening night patrons are invited
to stay after the show for coffee and
light dessert with the cast and crew.

Dobson to Direct SPFHS’s
Once Upon a Mattress

SCOTCH PLAINS – Director, ac-
tor and playwright Mary Lynn Dob-
son will direct this year’s Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) Rep theatre production of
Once Upon a Mattress.

While this is Ms. Dobson’s first year
with Rep theatre, her past directorial
credits, including A Funny thing Hap-
pened on the Way to the Forum, My Fair
Lady, Rounding Third and Urinetown,
have prepared her for the role.

In addition to directing, she has
worked in many other areas in the-
atre. As a playwright, Ms. Dobson
was honored at the University of
Northern Kentucky as a winner of the

Y.E.S. New Play Festival for her play,
Two on the Aisle, Three in a Van.

The play premiered at the Henlopen
Theatre Project and starred Tony nomi-
nated actor Gordon Joseph Weiss. Ms.
Dobson also wrote the comedy, The
Somewhat True Tale of Robin Hood,
which is currently being performed
throughout the United States, England,
Canada, Mexico and Australia.

As Ms. Dobson was used to work-
ing with professional actors, she was
surprised with how enjoyable it is to
work with the high-school perform-
ers.

“I knew a lot of the kids were
talented,” she said. “But they’re sur-
passing what I thought the could do.
When you ask professional actor(s)
to do something, they take much time
to analyze and process what is asked.
Working with kids is much easier.
They simply do what is asked and
they do it well.”

To complement her directorial tal-
ents, Ms. Dobson has invited Mr. Weiss
to visit the high-school company.

Mr. Weiss, who has received Drama
Desk and Tony Award nominations
for his best supporting role in the
play, Ghetto, will tell the young ac-
tors of his experiences on Broadway
and elsewhere.

Tickets are currently available for
purchase. They can be ordered via the
music boosters website: spfk12.org/
musicboosters (preferred method) or
at the high school.

Ticket pickup is on Mondays and
Wednesdays from 7 to 8 p.m. Perfor-
mances are March 16, 17, 18 and 22,
23 and 24. All performances will be
at 8 p.m., except for Sunday, March
18, which will be held at 3 p.m.

Potters Guild Shares Funds
With Artistic Community

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE- – Most people
who have heard of the Potters Guild of
New Jersey (PGNJ) equate the organi-
zation with the beautiful handcrafted
ceramic pieces created by its talented
member potters.

What many people may not be aware
of is that in addition to creating and
selling pottery, the group also has a
deep commitment to enhancing its art
and science, and improving the lives of
those whose livelihood depends on it.

According to Mountainside resident
Judy Musicant, president of PGNJ, it is
this commitment that has led the orga-
nization to fund several worthwhile

causes related to the art of pottery.
“One of PGNJ’s stated purposes is to

educate the public about crafts,” Mrs.
Musicant said. “As we build our trea-
sury, we are able to provide money for
different programs to do this.”

One of the recipients of PGNJ’s
generosity is the Peters Valley Craft
Center, located in Western New Jer-
sey, near the Delaware Water Gap.

PGNJ recently provided Peters Valley
Craft Center (PVCC) with the funds to
offer a full scholarship, including room
and board, to a New Jersey high school
student who wishes to study ceramics.

The student will be selected by
PVCC, Mrs. Musicant said.

Another project PGNJ helped to
bring to fruition is the ceramics-out-
reach program sponsored by the Art
School at Old Church, formerly
known as the Old Church Cultural
Center, located in Demarest.

This outreach program is offered to
children of all ages, who are part of an
underserved population, namely those
receiving social services from the state.

“This was the first introduction to
clay that most of these children have
experienced,” said Mrs. Musicant,
who added that they were especially
enthralled with the wheel-throwing
demonstrations.

PGNJ has also made a donation to
the Craft Emergency Relief Fund
(CREF), an agency located in Mont-
pelier, Vt., that provides emergency
relief and recovery for those who
derive their livelihood from crafts,
and who have been devastated by a
personal or natural disaster.

“CREF helps craftspeople located
anywhere in the country,” Mrs.
Musicant added.

“They could be the victims of a
home fire or a large, natural disaster
like Hurricane Katrina.”

CREF helps artisans by providing
grants and no-interest loans, waiving
booth fees at participating craft shows
and providing discounts on craft sup-
plies and equipment.

PGNJ members suggested the agen-
cies to receive funds at regular
monthly meetings, and the recipients
were voted on and approved by PGNJ
members, Mrs. Musicant said.

PGNJ will hold its spring show and
sale at the Community Presbyterian
Church in Mountainside on April 21
and 22.

For a flier detailing this upcoming
event or for more information on
PGNJ, visit at pottersguildnj.org
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The Magnificant Symphony:
NJSO Plays Beethoven’s Seventh

By VICTORIA McCABE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA – Beethoven’s Seventh
Symphony, aptly billed by the New
Jersey Symphony Orchestra (NJSO)
as “the Magnificent Seventh,” has
throughout its history been heard
through its rhythms. Hector Berlioz
heard in it a peasant round dance,
Robert Schumann imagined a rustic
wedding and Richard Wagner’s per-
ception of the work as “the apotheo-
sis of dance” proved prophetic, as it

has been choreographed on multiple
occasions (most notably a 2002 per-
formance by the New York City Bal-
let as choreographed by Twyla Tharp).

But there is another angle of the
Seventh that has not been so widely
explored. Beethoven wrote into this
often-jubilant sym-
phony the kinds of
formal structural
problems and
deeply sad dirge-
like passages that
have prescribed the
label “heroic” onto
other Beethoven
works. The rhythms
that pervade the
Seventh understandably take the main
stage when examining the work, but
sensing the heroic elements that course
through it make the symphony much
more three-dimensional and rich.

Last weekend, a reverent audience
heard both aspects of the Seventh on
a compelling NJSO program that in-
cluded three distinct musical works.

The NJSO opened the concert with
the U.S. premiere of Gavin Bryars’s
The Porazzi Fragment, a single-move-
ment piece for 21 solo strings. Guest
conductor Peter Oundjian gave the
audience insight into the composer’s
inspiration for the work.

Bryars conceived the piece as an
exploration of a 13-bar musical frag-
ment that Wagner penned at the same

time he was composing his opera
Tristan und Isolde and revisited after
he composed Parsifal. Wagner’s wife
later wrote that her husband had
played that unpublished theme the
night before he died.

In The Porazzi Fragment, Bryars
breaks traditional
notions of unified
string sections, writ-
ing a unique part for
each individual mu-
sician instead. Strip-
ping the sectional
idea away, he cre-
ates his own group-
ings, at times pair-
ing individuals play-

ing different instruments together on
the same melody.

The work was fascinating to watch
– the first-chair cellist would play in
unison with a second violinist, stand
partners moved independent of each
other. The effect was visually excit-
ing; pizzicatos could move through
the orchestra undetected, melodies
seemed to rise from nowhere or ev-
erywhere at once.

And the piece was exquisite. The
NJSO often touts its “Golden Age
Collection” of historic string instru-
ments; the rich tones its string players
culled from those instruments on this
piece were enough to convince any-
one of their value to the orchestra.
Lush Wagnerian and modern harmo-
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First Congregational
Presents Musicales

WESTFIELD – The First Congre-
gational Church of Westfield, located
at 125 Elmer Street, will present the
third of its Mid-Day Musicales con-
certs for the 2007 season with a pro-
gram by marimba artist Greg
Giannascoli on Wednesday, March 7,
at noon.

These free, half-hour concerts are
presented in the church sanctuary on
Wednesdays during the church sea-
sons of Advent and Lent, and are
followed by a soup and sandwich
luncheon available in the church so-
cial hall for $5.

The Classical New Jersey Society
Journal said of Giannascoli, “Here is
music played so well it would capture
and hold anybody’s attention indefi-
nitely.”

For further information, or to re-
serve luncheon tickets, contact the
church office at (908) 233-2494.

Beethoven’s Seventh Symphony


