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Long Trip Has Local
Trash Haulers Hurting
By STEVEN REILLY

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY — Traffic jams and ris-
ing fuel costs have independent gar-
bage haulers voicing concerns about
the county’s decision to send bulky
and construction waste to a landfill in
Bergen County.

The Union County Utilities Au-
thority (UCUA) has entered an 18-
month no-bid contract with New Jer-
sey Meadowlands Commission to
truck all construction waste to the
landfill in North Arlington.

At last week’s Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders meeting, UCUA
executive director Sunil Garg said the
decision was made after a judge over-
turned the UCUA’s contract with Dela-
ware and Hudson’s (D&H) Canadian
Pacific Railway transfer station at the
Oak Island Rail Yard in Newark.

Mr. Garg said, in testimony to the
freeholders, that the law allowed the
no-bid contract after the Appellate
Division stayed a portion of the judge’s
order requiring a re-bid through pub-
lic advertising of the contract.

The court order resulted from Waste
Management of New Jersey’s lawsuit
challenging the $50-million, five-year
contract to D&H on the basis that as
a rail company, D&H is not subject to
New Jersey Department of Environ-
mental Protection (DEP) regulations.
Rail companies fall under the federal
government’s Surface Transportation
Board.

Under the D&H contracts, Mr. Garg
said 30 rail cars of waste would be
shipped three times a week from New-
ark west to Allentown, Pa., where it
would be sent to Ohio and other loca-
tions.

The UCUA has appealed the court’s
decision disallowing the D&H con-
tract. Other firms that bid on the con-
tract have challenged the D&H bid,
saying that because the company does
not need DEP permits, it can offer
significantly lower per-tonnage fees.

Jeff Hummel, director of solid-
waste enforcement with the UCUA,
said the 18-month contract with the
New Jersey Meadowlands Commis-
sion is temporary and could change
before the contract is up.

“This move to send the trucks to the
NJMC facility is only a temporary
solution and is subject to changes,”
Mr. Hummel said. “The UCUA is
waiting on the judge’s decision.”

The change in the county-funded
waste-disposal site is directly related
to the legal battle currently being

waged in State Superior Court.
Waste Management challenged the

UCUA’s bid process for the hauling
contract and forced the county to take
“emergency action” to provide a dump
site for Union County waste as of
July 1, the last day of the Waste Man-
agement contract, while the legal
battle is played out.

The switch could raise the price for
dumpsters used to collect construc-
tion waste at commercial and resi-
dential job sites, haulers said.

Local haulers said the $89 per-ton
price tag on dumpsters at the new facil-
ity could actually cost more than the
$110 per-ton fee at Waste Manage-
ment, the former county dump site,
after time and expenses are factored in.
D&H’s bid was $65 per ton, while other
bids fell between $83 and $90 per ton.

Local haulers who rely on a quick
turnaround at the dumpsite said the
switch to the new facility would drive
them out of business.

“The site they picked is not effi-
cient. It will cost us money in the long
run,” said Jim Bray, one of a handful
of private truckers who attended a
June 13 UCUA meeting detailing the
new plan.

The truckers said the new dumpsite
is too far for them to travel and does not
have sufficiently trained inspectors.

“We can haul about eight truck-
loads a day to Waste Management in
Linden,” one trucker said. “But we
will only get two or three traveling to
the new yard.”

Ed Barkala, manager of solid
waste at the New Jersey Meadow-
lands Commission, said the Bergen
County facility operates as a final
destination landfill, where any trash
dumped at the site remains at the
site.

“We have accepted truck loads
from [Union County] in the past.
Our facility is capable of handling as
much as [Union County] sends,” Mr.
Barkala said.

Local haulers have options as to
where they take dumpsters. New
sites are being considered, as well
as changes to enforcement meth-
ods. Independent truckers can still
dump at the Waste Management
facility, as well as any other facil-
ity that is licensed as a waste site,
officials said. However these fa-
cilities charge higher rates than
the county site.

“This can all change tomorrow if
the judge issues a decision,” Mr.
Hummel noted.

Cranford, Westfield and Fanwood
May Find Garbage Trains on Tracks
Arlo Guthrie romanticized the freight

train in his song “The City of New Or-
leans” painting the idyllic picture of two
conductors and 25 sacks of mail rumbling
past farms, fields and the grave yard of the
rusted automobile. Well, North Avenue
and Route 28 don’t have any farms, fields
or junkyards.

What they have are homes, apartments
and a proliferation of retail businesses as
well as office buildings. This goes for
South Avenue as well, at least through
Union County. But it also has the Raritan
Valley Rail Line, currently a commuter
line, transporting thousands daily to their
workplaces in New York City and other
business hubs along the way.

Commuters are dropped off or park
their cars at train station lots in Westfield
and Cranford among other towns in the
early morning hours. In the evening, car
loads of spouses with young children can
be seen waiting in the family vehicle for
their loved one to disembark for the return
to their homes in the suburbs. This may be
an expensive life style but worth it none-
theless.

The truth be told, most central Union
County residents paid little attention to
the brouhaha going on to the east of them
when the county freeholder board started
the process of reactivating freight lines
adjacent to the back yards of the residents

in nearby Roselle, Kenilworth, Roselle
Park, Springfield and Summit.

One of the intents of the train was to help
reduce the number of trucks traversing the
major arteries of Union County, which
would include Route 28, North Avenue
and South Avenue as well. Certainly wel-
come relief for those living and doing
business on those thoroughfares. But the
newest twist according to The Star Ledger
edition of June 12 appears to be the devel-
opment of “train to truck” depots in the
county’s suburban areas. Perhaps nearby
Cranford and Roselle would handle the
expected increase of containers coming
into Port Elizabeth/Port Newark. These
containers would be hauled around the
area to their destinations obviously by
trucks, which it would appear would in-
crease the truck traffic and not lessen it on
North and South Avenues.

And what of the opening of the Chemi-
cal Coast Line by the NJDOT to marine
cargo from Staten Island including gar-
bage from Fresh Kills Landfill? It would
seem that freight is being pushed west
along with chemical products from the
Bayway Refinery. Is it inconceivable for
the long-discussed use of the Raritan
Valley Line for this type of freight to
become a reality sooner rather than later.
Shouldn’t the residents along the line be
informed of this activity before tanker
cars go rolling through downtown
Cranford, Westfield or Plainfield on their
way to Pa.? The impact of even a minor
freight accident on this major commuter
line near, for instance the Westfield or
Fanwood station is bone chilling.

Union County residents pay dearly for
this life of little league, backyard
barbeques, and excellent educational op-
portunities for their children. Shouldn’t
they also be able to enjoy a relatively safe
existence complete with peace and tran-
quility?

One would certainly think that that
would be the case since we hold the
dubious distinction of being in the top ten,
nationally, of counties with the highest
county taxes. But alas, this picture of the
American dream could end up being just
that, a picture. It seems that we will have
to pay the price for not paying attention to
what was going on in neighboring com-
munities because, though they are getting
an unwelcome train, we here on the Route
28 corridor will be getting the whole
shebang if we are not careful. Then, the
family car waiting at the station can count
the freight and tanker cars as they go
whizzing by.

Patricia Quattrocchi, Garwood
GOP Candidate for Freeholder

Karen Clarkson for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CLASS OF ’07...Above, Westfield High School seniors Kevin Maus and Luke
Baran get ready to graduate  at the high school’s commencement ceremony last
Wednesday evening. Below left, Westfield High School senior Jeffrey Mysel
processes with his class to take his seat at the WHS Class of 2007’s commencement
ceremony last Wednesday night. Below right, graduate Amanda Carolan smiles
after the end of the ceremony.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COMMENCING...Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School graduates process up to
the podium to receive their diplomas at the school’s 2007 commencement cer-
emony, held last Wednesday on the school’s football field.

Scutari Intro’s Bill to Ban
Imitation Guns for Minors

TRENTON – Senator Nicholas
Scutari (D-Linden) recently intro-
duced legislation to ban the sale of
imitation firearms to minors.

“By allowing the sale of realistic-
looking replica and imitation firearms
to minors, we are risking our children’s
safety and the safety of others,” said
Senator Scutari. “In an era where scenes
of horrific school shootings and other
acts of violence are becoming all too
commonplace, police and school offi-
cials should not be confronted with the
dilemma of trying to determine whether
a firearm is fake or real. The margin
between a child’s stupid mistake and a
tragic ending is far too thin.”

Under the bill, S-2810, violators
would face a disorderly persons
charge, carrying with it a fine of up to
$1,000, a six month prison term, or
both. An imitation firearm, according
to New Jersey statute, is an object or

device that is “reasonably capable of
being mistaken for a firearm.”

Senator Scutari stated that the leg-
islation was introduced in response
to an incident at Kawameeh Middle
School in Union Township where four
students were suspended for possess-
ing an imitation firearm.

According to Senator Scutari, “The
students had threatened another pupil
who happened upon them with what
they later admitted to school admin-
istrators and police was a cap gun. No
one was injured in the incident,” added
Mr. Scutari.

“We need to stress to our children
that guns are not toys, but deadly
weapons which should always be re-
garded with extreme caution and
handled with respect,” said Senator
Scutari. “Restricting access to imita-
tion firearms will help to drive that
point home, and keep our kids safe.”

CORNELL GRAD… Kristen Pastir of Scotch Plains was awarded the degree of
Doctor of Veterinary Medicine from Cornell University College of Veterinary
Medicine at the May 27 commencement. She was recognized by the American
College of Veterinary Surgeons for excellence in large animal surgery. While at
Cornell, Kristen participated in a research project in Kenya studying tick borne
disease in cattle and volunteered at spay/neuter clinics serving rural areas of Ohio
and West Virginia. Kristen will be doing an internship at the New England Equine
Medical and Surgical Center in Dover, NH. She is a 2000 graduate of Westfield High
School (WHS) and is the daughter of Mark and Linda Pastir of Scotch Plains.
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Red Cross Reminds Families
of Need for Water Safety

PLAINFIELD — As we enter the
peak of summer vacation and the
swimming season, the Tri-County
Chapter (TCC) of the American Red
Cross is emphasizing the need to ex-
hibit extreme caution when enjoying
New Jersey’s many recreational pools,
lakes and water parks.

“Pools and lakes are great fun for
families in the summer, but they come
with a lot of risk and responsibility as
well,” says Nathan Rudy, Tri-County
Chapter Executive Director. “Adults
must keep their eyes on small chil-
dren any time there is water nearby
and need to be on the lookout for
slippery areas, blocked pathways and
other hazards that can lead to serious
accidents.”

When pools are not in use, the
American Red Cross recommends
that they be enclosed and inacces-
sible unless an adult or trained life-
guard is present. Pools that are left
unattended and available can attract
children who do not have the ability
to swim or protect themselves from
risks associated with even shallow
water.

The Tri-County Chapter provides
lifeguarding, first aid, infant and adult
CPR training, and other health and
safety classes that prepare families
and others to respond to emergencies
that can arise around water. Parents
and professionals can call the chapter
to sign up for classes at 908-756-
6414 or visit its web site at
www.tricountyredcross.org.

The Red Cross has specific guide-
lines for pool safety. Never leave a
child alone or unattended near the
water. Even though a trained lifeguard
may be present, all parents should
practice “reach supervision,” which
means to be within arm’s length of a
child in case an emergency occurs.

Children who are not strong enough
to swim on their own should use U.S.

Coast Guard-approved personal flo-
tation devices (PFDs). However, re-
member that PFDs cannot replace
parental supervision.

All people, especially children,
should always swim with a buddy
and be knowledgeable of the water
environment, taking notice of deep
and shallow areas, currents, exit ar-
eas and obstructions.

Watch your children for signs of
the dangerous “toos”—too tired, too
cold, too far from safety, too much
sun and too much strenuous activity.

Water safety starts with your head,
not your arms and legs. You can pre-
vent many accidents from occurring
by observing common-sense precau-
tions and making sure you’re pre-
pared before you reach the water:

Read and obey all posted signs and
rules.

Do not mix alcohol with swim-
ming, diving or boating. Alcohol im-
pairs your judgment, balance, and
coordination, affects your swimming
and diving skills, and reduces your
body’s ability to stay warm.

Pay attention to local weather con-
ditions and forecasts. Stop swimming
at the first indication of bad weather.

Pack a safety bag for a day at the
beach or pool. Be sure to include
waterproof sunscreen, a hat, sun-
glasses, water shoes to keep feet safe
from the heat and sharp objects on
land and plenty of water for everyone
to keep hydrated. All containers
should be plastic to prevent injuries
from breaking glass.

Learn CPR and first aid from your
local Red Cross chapter.

People wishing to make financial
contributions or material donations
to support the mission and programs
of the Tri-County Chapter of the
American Red Cross can call 908-
756-6414 or visit its web site at
www.tricountyredcross.org.
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Direct Line: (908) 301-2006
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Bright and sunny condo located at “THE CHELMSFORD” features 2 bedrooms and 2 full baths, CAC,
laundry in unit, Masterbedroom with walk-in closet, livingroom with fireplace, EIK, formal diningroom, 2
garages with addtional storage, freshly painted interior, and the convenience of a nearby elevator.  (WSF0066)

WESTFIELD $599,999

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, July 1 • 1-4pm
The Chelmsford - 260 Prospect Street

Westfield Board of Education has
Offered no Help on Parking

The [Westfield Board of Education]
BOE should stop neglecting the WHS
parking situation. Addressing the WHS
parking situation should have a greater
priority.

Yes, it would be great if more students
walked or rode a bike to school, but when
that doesn’t happen, are the neighbor-
hoods that have become the parking lots
for WHS expected to ignore the issue?

The BOE has offered no help at all, and
does not seem to understand their neigh-
bors’ concerns. Before the WHS addi-
tion, students were allowed to park in the
lot behind the school. Now they are not.
Currently students are restricted from
parking anywhere on WHS grounds. This
was done to make room for the additional
teachers and staff that have been hired.

Doesn’t it make sense that additional
parking spaces should have been added
during construction of the addition to
provide for the anticipated additional
staff? Instead, students were simply kicked
out of the lot behind the school, forcing
them to circle around in a mad morning
parking rush onto once quite residential
streets.

This is a quality of life issue that de-
serves greater attention and cooperation.
A recently proposed plan would add two
additional rows of parking in the back of
WHS and 40 additional spaces along
Rahway Avenue where a climbing wall
now stands. The two rows of parking
behind the school would not diminish the
use of the softball fields.

These spaces would be financed by
user fees paid by students. This could
generate about 100 new parking spaces
for student use. Doesn’t this make a lot of
sense? I hope the BOE moves forward
with this plan. I ask BOE members to
make their plans public at BOE meetings
or in letters to the editor. I urge the BOE
and town council parking committee to
make this a priority issue.

The “Open Lunch” policy at WHS for
juniors and seniors should also be recon-

sidered. Open lunch tends to promote
driving to school. It creates a perceived
need by students to have a car nearby so
one can drive out for some fast food
during lunch. It also promotes littering.
Yes, more students should walk to school.

Yes, more students should bike to
school. Yes, enrollment is increasing. Yes,
student parking should be built on WHS
grounds to reduce the number of cars on
the street.

Mike Nemeth
Westfield

SPF Soccer Assoc.
Promises Involvement
As Scotch Plains Fanwood Soccer

Associations Vice President of Opera-
tions, I offer my sincere regrets to
Fanwood’s Mayor Mahr, Councilman
Higgins, Recreation Director Budiansky,
and especially Councilman Dave Valian
for my absence at the Inaugural “Forest
Road Vision Meeting” on June 20.

This proactive opportunity to be in-
vited to cooperate on such a project, does
not present itself very often to youth sports
organizations. I would encourage all other
potential user groups of Forest Road not
to repeat the same mistake, and make
your presence known at the next meeting.

Councilman Valian, please be assured
we accept your gracious invitation, and
Scotch Plains Fanwood Soccer will have
representation at the next meeting!

Sean Murphy
SPFSA Operations VP

Air Sample Statements
Indicate Cover-up

In the days following 9-11, I made phone
calls to the EPA and/or NJ DEP (I can’t
remember whether one or both), asking
each time to speak with knowledgeable
individuals. I inquired what the nature was
of air samples collected after 9-11.

Each time I was assured there was no
difference, either quantitatively or quali-
tatively, in the particulates being col-
lected from what obtained before the mess
at “ground zero” occurred. I knew from
this, a cover-up was under way: what with
a Republican administration in place in
Washington, the needs of business would
be placed above those of individual citi-
zens.

Unfortunately, most people are not well
educated and most believe anything the
government says. So when Ms. Whitman
made her infamous utterances, she caused
intentional harm. Whitman’s qualms
about what the Bush administration was
requiring of her led to her leaving her post
at the EPA, I believe.

Ferdinand Gajewski
Westfield

Resident Awarded
Medical Degree

WESTFIELD — Deirdre Lynn of
Westfield was among 236 students
awarded the Doctor of Osteopathic
Medicine Degree from Philadelphia
College of Osteopathic Medicine
(PCOM) at the college’s 116th com-
mencement on June 3.

Dr. Lynn is the daughter of John
and Virginia Lynn. She earned a Bach-
elor of Science degree in biology/
Spanish from the University of
Scranton in 2003. Dr. Lynn is cur-
rently completing an internship at
PCOM.
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