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SP Dem Chair Samuel Responds to
Editorial on Lawsuit, Political Battle

Years Ago, Jaywalkers Cried Out
Over Ticketing in Westfield

VFW Thanks Public for
Poppy Drive Support
On behalf of the Bayleaf – Leonard J.

Sanders Memorial Veterans of Foreign
Wars Post 6807 Garwood – Westfield,
and the ladies auxiliary, I want to thank all
of the citizens of Garwood, Westfield and
the surrounding communities for their
kind generosity during our recent “Buddy
Poppy” drive.

Poppies are assembled by disabled
hospitalized veterans as part of their physi-
cal therapy. The money generated through
your kind donations is used by the local
post to help disabled, sick, hospitalized,
needy, and homeless veterans, and their
families, active duty military, and their
families; and is also used to help promote
our patriotic and historical programs.

Once again, thank you all for your most
kind generosity. May God bless all of
you, and may God continue to bless this,
the greatest country in the world, the
United States of America.

Dennis Clark
VFW Post 6807 Commander

Display Your Flag on
Independence Day

It seems that many take the flag for
granted. At times in the media, you see
terrorists using our flag as propaganda
and burning it to show the rest of the
world how much they hate our ideology,
country and us. They burn it because they
know what the American flag symbol-
izes. It is a symbol of freedom and love of
country. The flag represents all political
affiliations. It is both conservative and
liberal.

On Independence Day while we’re
celebrating, our brave volunteers will be
on the battlefield fighting for freedom in
100-degree heat, risking all. I ask you to
show your children, your neighbors and
your friends that you support our troops
by displaying your American flag.

Monica Felsing
Fanwood

I was a 30-year resident of Westfield,
and I found the editorial about jaywalking
interesting, to say the least. I wrote letters
to The Westfield Leader on that subject on
more than one occasion.

Several years ago, a half-hearted effort
was made to warn and ticket jaywalkers.
The ensuing outcry could have been heard
in Elizabeth, “How dare you try and tell

me where I can walk!” Unless the town
and police grow a backbone and attack
this problem now, it will only get worse.

For those of you who are old-timers,
“Officer Bean, where are you when we
need you?”

Marguerite Newson
Williamsburg, VA.

Awful, Calling Fanwood
TDR ‘Taliban’

As an American and a local resident, I
was personally offended that anyone, let
alone a former Fanwood police officer,
would say, “I would sooner trust the
Taliban than this program” referring to
the borough’s Transfer of Development
Rights (TDR) discussions. [Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times report of June 21].

We are a country at war. Military par-
ents from New Jersey and all over the
United States are crying over the deaths
of their sons and daughters at the hands of
terrorists such as the Taliban. For former
chief [Anthony] Parenti to stand up at a
public hearing on TDR, a program which
proposes to voluntarily preserve
Fanwood’s Historic District while spur-
ring economic development along por-
tions of South Avenue, and make such an
awful inflammatory statement is insensi-
tive and outrageous and he should recog-
nize that.

Vikki Cook
Fanwood

Taliban Comment is
Shock and Dismay

Last week, I read your article on
Fanwood’s proposed Transfer of Devel-
opment Rights program. [Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times report of June 21]. It is
my understanding that discussions have
taken place for over the last year and a
half with no final decision being reached
as to its adoption.

So, it was with shock and dismay to see
Mr. [Anthony] Parenti draw a compari-
son between TDR and the Taliban. Since
our country was attacked on September
11, 2001, there are men and women fight-
ing the war on terror across the globe. Our
military is fighting the Taliban right now,
some making the ultimate sacrifice, all in
the name of freedom.

To have Mr. Parenti state he would
sooner trust the Taliban than TDR is to
make light of those who are fighting for
our country.

Russell Huegel
Fanwood

21st District News

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr.- Westfield
Asm. Jon Bramnick - Westfield

Asm. Eric Munoz - Summit

Senator Thomas Kean (LD-21,
Westfield) said the state budget is absent
of a new school funding formula.

“Developing a new school funding for-
mula is the key to providing hundreds of
thousands of New Jersey families with
lasting, sustainable property tax relief. It
is indefensible that nearly a year after the
governor identified the urgent need for a
new formula, delays have pushed the
target date for the adoption of a new
school funding solution out past the No-
vember elections.

“Providing sustainable property tax
relief for New Jersey’s middle class fami-
lies through a new school funding for-
mula should not be yet another cynical
election year ploy. After suffering under
the burden of flat school funding for five
years, which caused record property tax
increases and program cuts, suburban
school districts received only a 3 percent
funding increase in this year’s budget.
This hardly makes up for the hundreds of
millions of dollars lost during the last
administration.

“In order to successfully compete in
the new global economy New Jersey’s
young students need to be assured that
any new school funding formula will
provide impartial and unbiased assistance
to everyone throughout the state. To do
any less is a disservice to the students,
families and teachers across the state.”

Assemblyman Eric Munoz (LD-21,
Summit) said the passage of a new school
construction program, the “New Jersey
School Development Authority,” impacts
the state’s budget.

“What has happened with the State’s
School Construction Corporation pro-
gram is just short of criminal activity.
While the Democrat majority passes an-
other tax and spend budget – they fail
again to address the waste and abuse at
the SCC – a tragedy for the schoolchil-

NJ Budget Borrows,
Provides No Relief

dren and for New Jersey taxpayers.
“To date not a single person has been

held accountable for the mismanagement
of the 8 billion dollar program. Now the
Democrat majority creates a new version
of the SCC under a different name with
little fundamental changes in awarding
lucrative construction contracts.

“Let’s not forget how the SCC allowed
4,500 change orders on construction con-
tracts totaling a half billion dollars with
many of those approved by a single SCC
member. Seventeen SCC employees
drove state owned cars. Salaries were
triple that of comparable private sector
employees with some $150,000 awarded
in bonuses. When the SCC ran out of
funds more that 200 school districts suf-
fered the consequences of gross misman-
agement and negligence.

“This new bill will ultimately send
billions more of taxpayer dollars from
the suburban communities to fund more
inner city construction projects. So as our
property taxes continue to skyrocket, New
Jersey residents will once again pay even
more to an agency that appears to be
destined for failure.”

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (LD-21,
Westfield) said this year’s state budget
fails to provide sustainable property tax
relief.

“I am deeply concerned about the lack
of stable school funding for suburban
schools.

“Furthermore, Trenton has demon-
strated a history of borrowing and spend-
ing and has failed to reduce property
taxes. The present budget relies on last
year’s enacted sales tax and years of
increased fees and taxes. The budget does
not address the serious fiscal problems
that face our state.

“It is my hope that we can be fiscally
conservative in the future and not rely on
bonding and borrowing.”

The Declaration of Independence of the Thirteen Colonies
Continental Congress, Philadelphia, Pa., July 4, 1776

The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of
America,

When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary
for one people to dissolve the political bands which have
connected them with another, and to assume among the powers
of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws of
Nature and of Nature’s God entitle them, a decent respect to the
opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes
which impel them to the separation.

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are
created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with
certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty
and the pursuit of Happiness. —That to secure these rights,
Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just
powers from the consent of the governed, —That whenever any
Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the
Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new
Government, laying its foundation on such principles and orga-
nizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely
to effect their Safety and Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will
dictate that Governments long established should not be changed
for light and transient causes; and accordingly all experience
hath shewn, that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while
evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the
forms to which they are accustomed. But when a long train of
abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same Object
evinces a design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is
their right, it is their duty, to throw off such Government, and to
provide new Guards for their future security. —Such has been
the patient sufferance of these Colonies; and such is now the
necessity which constrains them to alter their former Systems of
Government. The history of the present King of Great Britain
[George III] is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, all
having in direct object the establishment of an absolute Tyranny
over these States. To prove this, let Facts be submitted to a
candid world.

He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and
necessary for the public good.

He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of immediate
and pressing importance, unless suspended in their operation till
his Assent should be obtained; and when so suspended, he has
utterly neglected to attend to them.

He has refused to pass other Laws for the accommodation of
large districts of people, unless those people would relinquish
the right of Representation in the Legislature, a right inestimable
to them and formidable to tyrants only.

He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual,
uncomfortable, and distant from the depository of their public
Records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into compliance
with his measures.

He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for op-
posing with manly firmness his invasions on the rights of the
people.

He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to
cause others to be elected; whereby the Legislative powers,
incapable of Annihilation, have returned to the People at large
for their exercise; the State remaining in the mean time exposed
to all the dangers of invasion from without, and convulsions
within.

He has endeavoured to prevent the population of these States;
for that purpose obstructing the Laws for Naturalization of
Foreigners; refusing to pass others to encourage their migrations
hither, and raising the conditions of new Appropriations of
Lands.

He has obstructed the Administration of Justice, by refusing
his Assent to Laws for establishing Judiciary powers.

He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the
tenure of their offices, and the amount and payment of their
salaries.

He has erected a multitude of New Offices, and sent hither
swarms of Officers to harass our people, and eat out their
substance.

He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing Armies
without the consent of our legislatures.

He has affected to render the Military independent of and
superior to the Civil power.

He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction
foreign to our constitution and unacknowledged by our laws;
giving his Assent to their Acts of pretended Legislation:

For Quartering large bodies of armed troops among us:
For protecting them, by a mock Trial, from punishment for

any Murders which they should commit on the Inhabitants of
these States:

For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world:
For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent:

For depriving us, in many cases, of the benefits of Trial by
Jury:

For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended
offences:

For abolishing the free System of English Laws in a
neighbouring Province, establishing therein an Arbitrary gov-
ernment, and enlarging its Boundaries so as to render it at once
an example and fit instrument for introducing the same absolute
rule into these Colonies:

For taking away our Charters, abolishing our most valuable
Laws, and altering fundamentally the Forms of our Govern-
ments:

For suspending our own Legislatures, and declaring them-
selves invested with power to legislate for us in all cases
whatsoever.

He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of his
Protection and waging War against us.

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our Coasts, burnt our
towns, and destroyed the lives of our people.

He is at this time transporting large Armies of foreign Merce-
naries to compleat the works of death, desolation and tyranny,
already begun with circumstances of Cruelty and perfidy scarcely
paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and totally unworthy the
Head of a civilized nation.

He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the
high Seas to bear Arms against their Country, to become the
executioners of their friends and Brethren, or to fall themselves
by their Hands.

He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has
endeavoured to bring on the inhabitants of our frontiers, the
merciless Indian Savages, whose known rule of warfare, is an
undistinguished destruction of all ages, sexes and conditions.

In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned for
Redress in the most humble terms: Our repeated Petitions have
been answered only by repeated injury. A Prince whose charac-
ter is thus marked by every act which may define a Tyrant, is
unfit to be the ruler of a free people.

Nor have We been wanting in attentions to our British
brethren. We have warned them from time to time of attempts by
their legislature to extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction over us.
We have reminded them of the circumstances of our emigration
and settlement here. We have appealed to their native justice and
magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the ties of our
common kindred to disavow these usurpations, which, would
inevitably interrupt our connections and correspondence. They
too have been deaf to the voice of justice and of consanguinity.
We must, therefore, acquiesce in the necessity, which de-
nounces our Separation, and hold them, as we hold the rest of
mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace Friends.

We, therefore, the Representatives of the united States of
America, in General Congress, Assembled, appealing to the
Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions,
do, in the Name, and by the Authority of the good People of these
Colonies, solemnly publish and declare, That these United
Colonies are, and of Right ought to be Free and Independent
States; that they are Absolved from all Allegiance to the British
Crown, and that all political connection between them and the
State of Great Britain, is and ought to be totally dissolved; and
that as Free and Independent States, they have full Power to levy
War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish Commerce,
and to do all other Acts and Things which Independent States
may of right do. And for the support of this Declaration, with a
firm reliance on the protection of divine Providence, we mutu-
ally pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred
Honor.

The signers of the Declaration represented the new states as
follows: New Hampshire; Josiah Bartlett, William Whipple,
Matthew Thornton: Massachusetts; John Hancock, Samual
Adams, John Adams, Robert Treat Paine, Elbridge Gerry:
Rhode Island; Stephen Hopkins, William Ellery: Connecticut:
Roger Sherman, Samuel Huntington, William Williams, Oliver
Wolcott: New York; William Floyd, Philip Livingston, Francis
Lewis, Lewis Morris: New Jersey; Richard Stockton, John
Witherspoon, Francis Hopkinson, John Hart, Abraham Clark:
Pennsylvania; Robert Morris, Benjamin Rush, Benjamin
Franklin, John Morton, George Clymer, James Smith, George
Taylor, James Wilson, George Ross: Delaware; Caesar Rodney,
George Read, Thomas McKean: Maryland; Samuel Chase,
William Paca, Thomas Stone, Charles Carroll of Carrollton:
Virginia; George Wythe, Richard Henry Lee, Thomas Jefferson,
Benjamin Harrison, Thomas Nelson, Jr., Francis Lightfoot Lee,
Carter Braxton: North Carolina; William Hooper, Joseph Hewes,
John Penn: South Carolina; Edward Rutledge, Thomas Heyward,
Jr., Thomas Lynch, Jr., Arthur Middleton: Georgia; Button
Gwinnett, Lyman Hall, George Walton.

The editorial in last week’s Scotch
Plain-Fanwood Times was well-written
and contained many points using a few
words. The editorial negatively discussed
the fact that the Scotch Plains Democrats
are raising issues about the governance of
Scotch Plains outside of campaign sea-
son, which they refer to as “silly season”
and suggested that Neil LeStrange’s law-
suit against the mayor and others for libel
and slander was part of a Democratic
campaign and was the start of a war. The
editorial also suggested that the Demo-
crats are working to have a Democratic
mayor elected in 2008.

I agree with certain of the points made
in the editorial and disagree with others.
When I read the editorial, a long list of
comments came to mind, so I pick the top
ten to share with you.

1. Don’t kill the messenger. The letters
being written to the editor by Democrats
have been accurate, have not been sub-
stantively challenged by the opposition
and paint a picture of a government that
cares more about certain appointed and
elected officials than the taxpayers they
have been put there to serve. There is
nothing silly about them.

2. Don’t blame the victim. The
LeStrange lawsuit didn’t come out of a
vacuum. It concerns negative statements
made by the mayor and others in an effort
to defeat Neal LeStrange in the recent
election for township council. The state-
ments had their intended effect. LeStrange
lost the election to Nancy Malool by one
quarter of one per cent (200 votes out of
8,000). This maintained the mayor’s party
majority on the township council and
resulted in the unnecessary 5-point mu-
nicipal property tax increase for 2007 in
Scotch Plains.

3. The LeStrange lawsuit did not start
a war. [Mayor] Marty Marks has been at
war with the Democrats since the Demo-
crats won the election of 1998. The
LeStrange lawsuit is independent from
and not coordinated with the discussion
of municipal issues the Democrats have
been having for the last year with no
substantive response from the Republi-
cans. All we get is Gabe Spera lecturing
us on how to be nice to people who try
their best to demean us.

4. Who is not paying Neil LeStrange’s
legal fees? That is the question that should
be asked. The answer is that the Scotch
Plains taxpayers are not paying his fees.
The Scotch Plains taxpayers should also

not pay the mayor’s legal fees.
5. Calling times of campaigning the

“silly season” demeans democracy. The
only thing about Scotch Plains politics in
the last ten years that should be negatively
commented on is the campaign of charac-
ter assassination our local Republicans
have run. They seem to enjoy dishing it
out but complain like cowards when it
comes back at them. It is well known that
all bullies act that way. Debate is what
keeps America free. A government should
be honest, competent and respectful.
When it is not, it is each citizen’s duty to
point this out.

6. It is time to get a new mayor. Not
only do the Democrats want to see the
present mayor defeated, if he chooses to
run for reelection, we also want to take a
majority of the seats on the township
council. That will help stop the wasteful
spending of the present administration
and will return the government to the
people of Scotch Plains.

7. Of course the Democrats are cam-
paigning. The mayor uses our public ac-
cess TV station Channel 34 as his personal
campaign vehicle all year. The Democrats
are using what is available to them.

8. The LeStrange lawsuit is not about
politics. The lawsuit filed by Neil
LeStrange is not about politics. It is about
libel and slander. The courts will decide if
the intemperate statements made by our
mayor are protected by the first amend-
ment or not. The township government
will decide who pays the mayor’s bills.
This is fair game for public discussion —
especially by people who might have to
pay to defend someone who they think
does not deserve to hold public office.

9. LeStrange’s lawyer is a Democratic
Committeeman. Yes he is, and we hope
he makes a lot of money pursuing the
case. None of the Republican Committee
people volunteered to help. I believe that
at least one of them helped the mayor in
his effort to slander Neil LeStrange.

10. If the Attorney General’s office came
to investigate the governmental and politi-
cal activities in Scotch Plains during the
past year, it would not be the Democrats
they would be looking at. The paying of
the legal fees of the mayor in the LeStrange
action could well be illegal (see N.J.S.
59:2-10) and might subject the public offi-
cials involved in that action to serious
consequences. (see N.J.S. 2C:30-2a).

Dick Samuel
Chair Scotch Plains Dem. Committee

Celebrating Independence Day
We believe the best way to celebrate Independence

Day is to dedicate oneself to act with courage and
honor during all your days, just like our forefathers
and our fighting men of today. Stand up to wrong,
defy your enemies from within and from without the
United States.

Don’t shirk from the wrongdoers, the aggressors

or the bullies. Let everyone know you’re an Ameri-
can and proud of it – for “Life, Liberty and the
Pursuit of Happiness.”

As Benjamin Franklin said during dark times
using wise word, “We must hang together,
gentlemen...else, we shall most assuredly hang sepa-
rately.”

Should Citizens be Empowered to
Determine Home Size and Design?

The Land Use Task Force (LUTF) was
charged by the mayor [Westfield] last
year to explore “How to best manage
change, how to allow revitalization, ac-
commodate various interests and protect
private rights without sacrificing com-
munity quality of life and valued commu-
nity resources.” Hundreds of volunteer
hours were invested in meeting with real
estate, builder, architect and citizen stake-
holders. Yet, the LUTF has made no
recommendations to the town council and
has not provided a status report to the
public since January 2007.

Oversized homes redefine the charac-
ter of the neighborhood they inhabit. The
privacy of existing homes’ backyards is
compromised. Views of open space and
sky disappear. Although the noise of build-

ing construction is temporary, a home
built too large has a permanent impact.

The issue: should Westfield taxpayers
be further empowered to assist the Plan-
ning Board to determine the size and
design of homes acceptable to the com-
munity? Or shall we relegate the charac-
ter of our neighborhoods to market forces?

By requiring variances to build a home
larger than the traditionally sized
Westfield home, neighbors and concerned
homeowners get the opportunity to pub-
licly present their concerns before the
Planning Board. As surrounding towns
move ahead, I am concerned about the
progress of the Westfield initiative.

Rob Nehring
Westfield

Abide with the Parking Rules on Summit Avenue
I empathize with Mr. Prosuk (letter

last week in The Westfield Leader) for
being upset that he received a parking
ticket in front of his house on Summit
Avenue. However, I hope that he can
empathize with his neighbors who reside
in the 400 and 500 blocks of Summit
Avenue, where the commuter parking is a
very prevalent problem.

While it is true that the residents of
Summit Avenue in these sections are re-
quired to obey the two hour parking ordi-
nance, it is also true that many of the
homeowners there have requested the
Westfield Police to enforce this parking
ordinance more stringently to alleviate
the congestion in front of their homes.

I am not the only resident who has
made a right turn onto Summit Avenue at
the intersection of South Avenue, only to
have to slam on the brakes because of the
congestion of parked cars along the right
hand side of the road, combined with two
lanes of traffic to the left side exiting
Summit onto South Avenue. The fear is
that when stopped, the car following you
in your right turn will hit you in the rear.

Therefore, I have to say to Mr. Prosuk,
that in every situation there are always
two sides to each story. Quite possibly, he
can understand how the homeowners of
the beginning of the block are burdened
with the commuter parking.

In any event, it might be a fair and

reasonable conclusion for Mr. Prosuk to
make that the residents of Summit Av-
enue deserve to receive a free parking
permit for their vehicles if they wish to
park in front of their homes.

But how would the police department
be able to fairly determine as to who
should receive these permits?

I have witnessed residents of Summit
Avenue who have sold their homes and
moved away and still try and get away
with using their parking permits to park
on the street and hop into the train.

Some of the two-family homes have a
high number of tenants. How can the
police department have enough time to
analyze these situations?

I want to thank the Westfield Police
Department for addressing the many com-
plaints regarding the excessive abuse of
the parking on Summit Avenue.

Maybe Mr. Prosuk should just suck it
up and be thankful that he is really ahead
of the game for not purchasing a permit
every year for the last 15 years, since
instead of spending $150 on permits, he
only received one parking ticket in all that
time.

Robyn Farrington
Westfield

More Letters Pages 5 and 11

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Souter – A shoemaker
2. Iatrology – The science of medicine
3. Oeuvres – Literary works
4. Terpsichorean – A dancer

GRIFFIER
1. A jewler’s gouging tool for working

in a depression, as in engraving metal
2. A recorder or registrar
3. A shelf behind an altar for candle-

sticks
4. Coarse iron ore

UNGULATE
1. Having hoofs
2. To saturate; soak
3. Showing patience; calmness
4. To give a wavy form, margin, or

surface
VENATIC

1. Acting by poisoning
2. Fond of or living by hunting
3. Easily bribed or corrupted
4. Nomadic; roving

DEPASCENT
1. Impoverished; poor
2. Feeding
3. Lacking adequate mental power
4. Apathetic; disinterested


