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POLICE BLOTTER

Ted Ritter for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BLOOD DRIVE...The New Jersey Blood Services Division of the New York Blood
Center held a blood drive at the Fanwood Rescue Squad on June 22. Officials
reported a significant increase in donors this time, compared to the last event six
months ago. “It’s amazing how much better the turnout is,” said Fanwood
Emergency Medical Technician Amy Ondeyka. Officials said they were on pace
to collect about 30 pints of donated blood. Ms. Ondeyka said every blood donation
saves as many as three lives.

nancial Group, LLC, and Weiner-
Lesniak, RVSA’s legal counsel, ben-
efits of privatization would include
stabilizing property taxes and reduc-
ing governmental operating budgets.
Ray Lesniak, a partner in the firm, is
a long-time state senator from Eliza-
beth, which is part of the  20th legis-
lative district along with Kenilworth,
a member of the RVSA. “I see that as
a conflict,” Mr. Gencarelli said.

Mr. Gencarelli said RVSA was
charged $30,000 for preparation of
that report.

Officials have said privatization ne-
gotiations would cost RVSA $500,000.

Mr. Gencarelli estimated that, based
on his research, rate increases to mem-
ber towns would be around 12 percent
a year if a private company ran the
day-to-day operations of the sewer-
age-treatment facility. He fears
privatization would bring “opportuni-
ties for corruption at the expense of the
ratepayer” along with rate increases,
workforce reductions, a decline in ser-
vice and a loss of accountability.

He said commissioners Joan Papen
of Scotch Plains, Clark Landale from
Mountainside and Allen Chin of
Westfield oppose privatization. Tho-
mas McHale of Kenilworth, who just
resigned from the board, also op-
posed the plan.

During a mayors’ forum on
privatization last fall, Mr. Gencarelli
said the board decided “that it made
more sense to let the authority staff
run the plant, get a baseline, see what
it is costing the ratepayers for us to
run the plant. And then you have a
basis for comparison,” he said.

“Negative impacts of privatization
[are] rate increases. Rahway Water is
a prime example. That was privatized
by United Water,” he said.

From 1983 to 1998, there was one
Rahway Water rate increase of 20
percent, Mr. Gencarelli said. When
the system was privatized by United
Water Company in 1999, rates “went
up 56.35 percent in one shot,” he said,
noting that United Water decided to

eliminate its discount to users.
“There is only one customer that

uses that much water in Rahway Water
service area – Merck,” he said. He
said when Merck heard of the dis-
count elimination, it turned off its
valve. “They were buying all their
water from Elizabethtown (Water).
United Water had to come back and
renegotiate with them.”

When United Water proposed a
privatization plan for RVSA in 2006,
it promised $3 million in savings (15
to 20 percent) on a $16.2 million
RVSA operating budget, according
to a report obtained by The Times.

“We have the ability to steer the
authority clear of costly missteps and to
drive the organization to greater effi-
ciency,” according to United Water’s
presentation to the RVSA in 2006.

“(The $3 million in savings is) not
going to happen. They’d have to cut
(the portion including labor, fuel and
chemicals) by 37 percent. We don’t
have that kind of fat in (the RVSA
budget),” Mr. Gencarelli said, factor-
ing in that United Water would also
look to make a profit on top of pro-
ducing a savings for the RVSA.

“We are currently operating equip-
ment that is 30 to 40 years old,” Mr.
Gencarelli said. He said under a five-
to-10-year contract, which he believes
RVSA would likely look at, a private
operator could “drive the equipment
into the ground” by not doing the
“required maintenance.”

In documentation he presented to
The Times during the interview last
week, he said legal fees for the author-
ity have soared from $91,000 in 1996
to more than $600,000 this year with
Weiner-Lesniak. A total of $750,000
of RVSA’s $16.2 million operating
budget covers legal fees. Salaries and
benefits are $5.7 million. He said the
firm bills $175 an hour as its partner
fee. He said dividing the fee into
$500,000 shows 2,857 hours of work.

“Seventy-one weeks of a full-time
attorney working for us. There is no
way we have that much legal work,”

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
THE BIG LIFT...Tuesday morning, riggers from Local 72 in Cranford place
new rooftop airconditioning units on the store being renovated at Quimby
Street and Central Avenue in downtown Westfield. Coldwater Creek will open
for business at the location upon completion of construction, anticipated for the
end of August.

Police Probe Into Boy’s
Drowning in WF Continues

Westfield
Monday, June 18, a computer val-

ued at approximately $1,500 was
reported stolen from a second-floor
classroom at the Hillcrest Academy,
located on the 700 block of Westfield
Avenue. The computer is the prop-
erty of the Union County Educa-
tional Services Commission, police
said.

Tuesday, June 19, Anthony L. Ball,
51, of East Orange was arrested at
East Orange police headquarters pur-
suant to a Westfield contempt of court
warrant. Ball was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, where
he was processed and held in lieu of
$300 bail.

Thursday, June 21, Gary Pettersen,
39, of Mountainside was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxi-
cated (DWI) following a motor ve-
hicle stop at East Broad Street and
Wychview Road. He was released to
a responsible individual.

Friday, June 22, Anthony Narciso,
36, of Westfield was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on a
Union City contempt of court war-
rant. He was released after posting
$96 bail.

Friday, June 22, a recreation facil-
ity on North Chestnut Street reported
that elements of its sprinkler system
were damaged due to criminal mis-
chief. The cost of the damage was
unknown.

Saturday, June 23, a resident of the
1600 block of Boynton Avenue re-
ported someone set off a firecracker
in his mailbox, causing minor dam-
age.

Scotch Plains
Monday, June 18, a resident of

Grand Street reported that someone
called his house several times in the
middle of the night.

Tuesday, June 19, a resident of
Winding Brook Way reported that
she received several harassing phone
calls from her neighbor regarding her
landscaping.

Tuesday, June 19, Shakir Kareem
Snead, 29, of Plainfield was arrested
for an outstanding warrant after a
motor vehicle stop. According to po-
lice, Snead was also arrested for ob-
struction of justice after he supplied
police with several different names
and addresses.

Wednesday, June 20, a patron of a
Route 22 business reported that some-
one stole his cell phone from a table
when he went to the bathroom. Ac-
cording to police, the phone was val-
ued at $300.

Saturday, June 23, Jaepierre Henry,
22, of Plainfield was arrested for an
outstanding warrant after a motor
vehicle stop.

Sunday, June 24, JuanCarlos Rodas,
28, of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged with harassment after police
responded to a report of a suspicious
person banging on the window of a
house. Rodas was picked up on Front
Street and was identified as the indi-
vidual striking the window, police
said.

Sunday, June 24, Sean Young, 39,
of Jersey City was arrested for an
outstanding warrant after being
stopped for soliciting magazines with-
out a permit.

Monday, June 25, Robert Scibeck,
18, of Fanwood was arrested for DWI
after being stopped for a motor ve-
hicle violation at which time police
said they smelled a strong odor of
alcohol.

Mountainside
Sometime between Monday, June

18, and Tuesday, June 19 unidenti-
fied individuals entered the
Mountainside Community Pool af-
ter hours and threw several items in
the baby pool as well as the main
pool. According to police, the indi-
viduals placed approximately 20
chairs, a garbage can, several gar-
bage bags and a lifeguard chair in
the main pool and several chairs in
the baby pool. Several items were
also found in the diving tank as
well.

Thursday, June 21, Jose A.
Norinho, 32, of Rahway was ar-
rested and charged with driving with
a suspended license after being
stopped for a motor vehicle viola-
tion. According to police, he was
also charged with an outstanding
warrant out of Elizabeth in the
amount of $580.

Thursday, June 21, Devon J.
Samaroo, 24, of Maplewood was ar-
rested for an outstanding warrant
out of Union Township after a field
investigation. According to police,
Samaroo was also charged with lewd-
ness after police witnessed him ex-
posing himself in a wooded area
along Mill Lane and Echo Lake Park.
Police said Samaroo also had a pair
of binoculars with him that he said
he was using to view several sun-
bathers.

Friday, June 22 Ryan M. Taylor,
20, of South East Hazel, IL was ar-
rested and charged for soliciting with-
out a permit on Coles Avenue.

Mountainside Police Advise
Soliciting Permit Required

MOUNTAINSIDE – Borough Po-
lice Chief James Debbie advises bor-
ough residents and the public of the
local ordinance pertaining to door-
to-door solicitations.

The soliciting and canvassing or-
dinance requires that any person
wishing to solicit door-to-door in
Mountainside first obtain a permit
from the police department, Chief
Debbie said. After an investigation,
the applicant would be issued a can-
vass button, which has a number and
inscription “Borough of
Mountainside” on it and must be
displayed on the solicitor’s garment.

Police Captain Richard Osieja said
these ordinances have been on the
books for a long time.

 “The average resident has no idea
who they are opening their front door
to. We have found on several of the
canvassers we have picked up that
they have criminal records and that is
the thing we are trying to avoid,” he
said.

Recently, police said they arrested
an individual for soliciting magazine
sales without a permit and, upon pro-
cessing, discovered the individual had
an extensive criminal record for drug
possession, assault, criminal trespass
and battery.

Chief Debbie asks that any resi-
dent who is visited by a canvasser
who does not have a borough permit
displayed to contact the police de-
partment at (908) 232-8100.

By ALLISON GIBBONS
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Po-
lice Department continued its in-
vestigation of the drowning of a 6-
year-old Brooklyn boy last Thurs-
day at the Manor Swim Club in
Westfield.

David Konig, a 6-year-old Brook-
lyn boy, was pronounced dead after
he was found face down in the club’s
pool, located at 2 Laurel Place.

At 2:52 p.m. on June 21, the
Westfield Police Department (WPD)
received a 911 call regarding an unre-
sponsive child at Manor Park.

The child was transported to the
Robert Wood Johnson University

Hospital in Rahway, where he was
pronounced dead at 4:18 p.m., ac-
cording to the press release from the
WPD.

Neither of the parents are
Westfield residents; the mother lives
in Brooklyn and the father resides
in Queens.

“The investigation is being contin-
ued by the Westfield Police Depart-
ment in conjunction with the Union
County Prosecutor’s Office,” Lieu-
tenant James Schneider told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

While The Star Ledger reported
that the drowning occurred during a
lifeguard change, Westfield Police
Captain Cliff Auchter denied that
claim.

“First of all, we don’t have all the
full facts,” Capt. Auchter told The
Times. “Nor would I have
indicated...that (the shift change)
would have been the cause.”

“There are still way too many un-
knowns,” Capt. Auchter said.

Furthermore, shift changes at life-
guard stands are similar to police
shift changes. “It’s a continuum,” he
said, in which people are specifically
relieved one-on-one, not leaving the
chair vacant.

Capt. Auchter said rumors that the
boy had throat surgery have yet to be
confirmed or denied, as he has not
spoken with the boy’s mother.

“We don’t know if this child suf-
fered an illness, a seizure,” he said.
“We don’t have the autopsy report.
We’re just classifying it as still under
investigation.”

Assistant Prosecutor Eileen Walsh
of the Union County Prosecutor’s
Office confirmed that the office is
working with the Westfield Police
Department on the case.

“Any case where someone dies, the
prosecutor’s office steps in, just to
take a look,” she said. “There’s noth-
ing suspicious at this point.”

“It’s a tragedy,” Ms. Walsh said.
The Manor Park Swim Club de-

clined comment.
“We can’t give a statement right

now, on the advice of our insurance
company,” said swim club manager
Karen Infantino.

The wake for David was held Sun-
day and Monday at the Peter Labella
Funeral Home in Brooklyn.

Funeral services were held Tues-
day morning at St. Brendan’s Roman
Catholic Church in Brooklyn.

F Board of Education President Trip
Whitehouse during his comments.

Mr. Heisey offered retrospection
coupled with hopeful advice during
his speech to the graduates.

“Over the past four years, all of you
in the class of 2007 have faced many
personal, as well as academic, chal-
lenges. You will continue to face even
greater challenges as you leave high
school for the next phase in your life,”
he said.

Despite these challenges, Mr.
Heisey said he believes the class has
accomplished much, and he believes
they will continue to do so.

“This class has experienced many
great achievements…I expect great
results from the members of this
class,” Mr. Heisey said.

After detailing the accomplish-
ments and plans of the class of 2007,
94.6 percent of whom will be attend-
ing college or vocational school, Mr.
Heisey closed with a “thank you.”

“It has been a true pleasure to be
your principal, and I wish all of you
success,” he said in his concluding
remarks.

Superintendent of Schools Marga-
ret Hayes presented the SPFHS class
of 2007.

“Graduation is a time of looking
back and looking forward,” said Ms.
Hayes. She made reference to signifi-
cant points in the graduates’ lives,
such as when they were born and
when they entered first grade.

“When you were born, the Berlin
wall came down, ‘The Simpsons’ and
‘Seinfeld’ were aired and The Little
Mermaid was released,” Ms. Hayes
said.

While students anxiously antici-
pated their diplomas, a beach ball
made its way from row to row.

“I certify that these 370 seniors
have met all the requirements as dic-
tated by New Jersey and the Scotch
Plains Board of Education,” Ms.
Hayes said.

After the students received their di-
plomas, classmates cheered senior class
president Diana Chaves onto the stage.
“Let’s go Chaves!” the class shouted.

“The people we have known here
have changed our lives, whether we
know it or not,” Diana said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SPFHS Graduation

Mr. Gencarelli said. “Right now, there
is no dollar limit on their contract.”

“My sense is [that] logic [and] en-
gineering judgment [are] not going to
prevail (on stopping privatization).
And it’s not going to work on our
board coming from our employees.

“We’ve given them what they need
to know, and it’s been ignored,” he
added. “The pressure is political, in
my opinion, from outside…The only
chance we have of doing the right
thing is for the public to get involved.
Get them to the meetings.”

The next RVSA meeting is Thurs-
day, July 19, at 7:30 p.m. at the board’s
meeting room at 1050 East
Hazelwood Avenue in Rahway.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GRADUATION CELEBRATION...Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School gradu-
ates congratulate themselves after their commencement ceremony, tossing their
caps into the air.

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MANY DAYS HAVE PASSED...Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School choir
members sing Sting’s “Fields of Gold” at the high school’s commencement
ceremony last Wednesday evening.

SP Plans ‘Ambitious’
Street-Resurfacing Program

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch
Plains plans what township manager
Thomas Atkins said is a “very ambi-
tious” street-resurfacing program for
the coming months, with at least 17
streets slated for refurbishment. In

addition, storm sewers on four streets
will be repaired and two streets may
be in line for reconstruction and the
installation of granite block curbing.

The resurfacing projects will begin
in the next few weeks, Mr. Atkins said,
with most expected to be completed
before September, especially those
streets located near schools, which
reopen on September 5.

The township will resurface 16
streets, including Belvedere Drive, Chip
Lou Lane, Crest Lane, Cedar Street,
Monica Place, Duncan Drive, Golf
Street from the furthest point north up
to the Wood Road intersection, the old
section of Jacobs Lane, Laurie Court,
Pine Grove Circle, a portion of – if not
all of – Ramapo Way, Redwood Road,
Rose Street, Short Hills Lane, Tack
Circle and a portion of Waverly Place.

The section of Westfield Road
between Westfield Avenue and
Mountain Avenue will also be
resurfaced with $140,000 in state
Department of Transportation funds.
After a bid has been awarded, the
township expects completion
sometime in the fall.

Storm-sewer work on Peach Court
and Rahway Road nears completion,
according to Mr. Atkins, while the
replacement of about 100 feet of storm
sewer on Carol Place and a deteriorating
section in the Crestwood wildlife
sanctuary is set for the next few months.

Most of the work on Woodside Road,
involving reconstruction and new
granite block curbing, will be done
“shortly,” and town officials will look
at possible similar projects for Sterling
Place, if enough residents support it,
and Little Falls Way, where residents
and town officials met last year.

Mrs. McGovern said. “We’re not sure
what’s going to happen yet.”

The council discussed the addition
of new garbage enclosures behind the
strip of downtown businesses on
Martine Avenue. The two enclosures,
which have been an ongoing topic,
will be placed in the parking lot in the
rear of the stores, officials said.

One enclosure will serve as a grease
collector, while the other will contain
recycling receptacles. Officials said
they took prices and styles into ac-
count, as the enclosures will be
“banged around,” they said.

“The goal is to improve the backs
of the stores,” Mayor Mahr said.
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in the state since 2003. It was held at
the Stamler Police Academy mostly
because Union County Prosecutor
Theodore Romankow, in his role as
president of the New Jersey Prosecu-
tors Association, pressed state offi-
cials to resurrect the program, offi-
cials said.

Describing the history of the pro-
gram, Supervising Deputy (N.J.) At-
torney General John Quelch noted
that this was the 32nd Top Gun class
since October 1994. This class is com-
posed of 104 police officers and pros-
ecutors from all 21 New Jersey coun-
ties.

Mr. Quelch said that classroom in-
struction is followed by practical ex-
ercises. The purpose of the demon-
strations was to give the students the
opportunity to see experienced offic-
ers performing entries.

While the prosecutors who attend
the course will never personally use
the tactical knowledge they learn, their
familiarity with these procedures
helps them better advise officers they
will be working with and understand
the challenges faced by officers in
their drug and gang investigations,
officials said.

The six-day course will conclude
with practical exercises at sites in and
around Westfield.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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summer.
The council also passed resolutions

congratulating Christopher Rau and
Michael Bryan Lubinski on having
attained the rank of Eagle Scout in the
Boy Scouts of America.

The council will hold its next
regular meeting on Tuesday, July 24.
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Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FUN AT THE FAIR…Area residents, pictured at right, enjoy sunny weather and an array of vendor booths at the Fanwood
Street Fair last Sunday. At left, a fair-goer enjoys a rock-climbing wall, one of many activities that were featured at the event.

Georgia Mierswa for The Times
The Livingston Wilbor/Fanwood

Mews wall-collapse site.


