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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Knobloch Has Role
In Another Dynasty

Back in the 1960s and ’70s, when
you talked about high school football
in New Jersey, you never heard the
words Don Bosco Prep, Middletown
South, Bergen Catholic, Manasquan
or St. Peter’s Prep. The word you
heard was Westfield. And a big part of
the WHS mystique was a long line of
brother combinations: Adelaar,
Baldwin, Bourque, Brewster, Byrne,
Ciliotta, Crosby, Davies, Davis, Della
Badia, Elliott, Grey, Harbaugh,
Harvey, Hely, Hoblitzell, Hood, Jack-
son, James, Kahn, Kessler,
Kiningham, Lasher, Mansell, Morash,
Rippe, Schundler, Thiel, Rippe,
Yatcilla and probably some others
I’m forgetting (hope not).

K.C. Knobloch was a big part of
that football dynasty. His older brother
Don was a starting fullback/
cornerback/kicker on the 1969 and
’70 teams. K.C. was a co-captain of
the unbeaten 1977 team and a split
end/cornerback/kicker. Don’s junior
teams went 17-0-1, while K.C.’s were
21-0-1. And K.C. also was the win-
ning pitcher for the WHS baseball
team in the 1978 Union County Tour-
nament title game against Cranford.

It’s 30 years later, but K.C.
Knobloch and sports dynasties seem
to go hand-in-hand. These days he’s
an assistant coach — his wife Deanne
is the head coach — of the
Moorestown girls lacrosse team. In
case you weren’t aware, the Quakers
are to girls lacrosse what WHS is to
boys swimming … a seemingly never-
ending powerhouse.

This spring, the Knoblochs pro-
duced a 23-3 juggernaut (all three
losses were to out-of-state teams in
tournaments), and extended their in-
state winning streak to 169 matches.
A 16-6 victory over Mendham (a

team that had a freshman named
Meade Brewster, daughter of Daryl,
WHS of ’75) was the Quakers’ eighth
straight state title. In fact, their last in-
state loss was to Summit in the 1999
state final.

Hmmm, eight years is how long
K.C. has been assisting his wife, the
former Deanna Beuerle, a two-time
All-American at Trenton State Col-
lege after a stellar career at
Moorestown. So Moorestown is 169-
0 vs. N.J. teams with K.C. helping.

“I used to sit around at night and
make suggestions,” K.C. said. “One
day Deanna said, ‘Why don’t you
come to practice and help me out?’
I’d never seen or played lacrosse until
I went to college, at the University of
Delaware, which had very good teams.
I had several friends who played so
I’d go to the games and I fell in love
with the sport, even though I knew
nothing about it.

“So I became certified, starting
going to clinics and now we take my
knowledge of sports and infuse it
with Deanna’s lacrosse expertise.”

Deanna’s 16-year record at
Moorestown is 320-16, with most of
the losses being to out-of-state
schools.

“I treat it just like it was Westfield
football,” K.C. said. “It’s all about
commitment and focus, and that’s
what I tried to bring to the team. I told
them, ‘We’re going to be the best
team that ever was … that we are
never going to lose to our big rival,
Shawnee, who we’ve beaten 13 times
in a row now … and we’re going to
help get them all into college.’ Last
year we had 10 girls go on to Division
1 schools; this year it’s six. We want
it to be something special.”

(Our sources report that
Moorestown lacrosse practices bear
an uncanny resemblance to WHS foot-
ball practices in the 1970s: every-
thing timed down to the minute,
heavily drills-oriented, no wasted time
and always with a defense-first phi-
losophy.)

The obvious question had to be
asked: What if WHS had a lacrosse
team when you were in school? (The
sport was started the year after
Knobloch graduated.)

“I love baseball, and always have.
But no doubt about it, if I was grow-
ing up today, I’d be playing lacrosse,”
K.C. said. “It combines the best of a
bunch of sports and melds it all to-
gether.”

3 OUTTA 4 AIN’T BAD
A very, very good spring sports

season put the cap on what was an
outstanding 2006-07 year for the Blue
Devils of WHS. For the entire year,

WHS won 74 percent of its competi-
tions, with 10 Union County, six sec-
tional and two state championships.
Here’s the season-by-season break-
down:

Fall: 109-31-4, 77.7 win percent-
age.

Winter: 109-47-4, 69.8 win per-
centage.

Spring: 103-37-0, 73.6 win per-
centage.

Total: 321-115-8, 73.7 win per-
centage.

THE DEN DOZEN
Graduation ceremonies for the

Class of 2007 were last night and in a
month or two another exceptional
group of WHS senior scholar-ath-
letes-grads will be heading off to col-
lege and the next chapter in their
lives. Here are 13 — the Den Dozen
— who, for various reasons, will be
the toughest to replace: Luke Baran,
Tom Bonard, Casey El Koury, Sean
Ferro, Will Harbaugh, P.J. Harley,
Chrissy Isabella, Anna Koehler, Chris
Mattes, Santo Nardi, Joe Simone,
Mike Venezia and Ryan Yarusi.

But, as always, life will go on and
there are a number of upcoming se-
nior athletes who could be the “Den
Dozen” in 2007-08: Malcolm Allen,
Claire Bennett, Adam Bergo, Harry
Bernstein, Matt Blutfield, Ryan
Brand, John Dugan, Even Eisenberg,
Jesse Embry, Matt Green, Liz
Hawkins, Brandon Heroux, Alexi
Kuska, Erin Miller, Ravi Netravali,
Scott Newman, Greg O’Brien, Gabby
O’Leary, Justin Olsen, Ryan Scanlon,
Erin Scialabba, Kevin Shallcross,
Evan Shapiro, Pat Stanley, Alex
Tarlow, Joe Vall-Llobera and Tom
Wansaw.

WHS vs. SP-F
The final count for the spring sports

was six victories for WHS (two each
in softball and tennis, one in baseball
and boys track) and three for SP-F
(one each in baseball, golf and girls
track). For the 2006-07 school year,
the final totals were WHS 26, SP-F 9,
with one tie.

FOOTBALL UPDATE
There are just 79 days until the

2007 WHS football team opens up
under the lights at Linden on Sept. 7.
(And just 64 days until the Den’s
annual trip to see his adopted team,
the Massillon, Ohio, Tigers, open up
against the Middletown Middies.)
The feeling here is that, despite the
graduation of some really good guys,
the second year for coach Jim
DeSarno and his staff — which this
year will add former WHS standout
Brian Ciemniecki — will be even
better than the first. And the first, at
6-4, was pretty good. Maybe this is

the year the Den will get his dream
playoff matchup: WHS at
Phillipsburg!

The WHS 2007 football schedule:
Sept. 7, at Linden (7 p.m.); Sept. 15,
Cranford (1 p.m.); Sept. 21, Kearny
(3 p.m.); Sept. 28 at Union (7 p.m.);
Oct. 6, bye; Oct. 13. Irvington, (2:30
p.m.); Oct. 19, at Elizabeth (7 p.m.);
Oct. 27, Shabazz (1 p.m.); Nov. 3, at
SP-F (2 p.m.); Nov. 10, first round of
playoffs; Nov. 17, semifinal round of
playoffs; Nov. 22, Plainfield, 11 a.m.;
Dec. 1, final round of playoffs (TBA).

BIG SHOES TO FILL
Jaime Ruszala, who coached the

WHS girls swim team to its 10th state
championship last winter, was mar-
ried last Saturday to former Peddie
swimmer John MacDonald and will
be doing her teaching (and coaching)
in the San Francisco area. Her re-
placement will be Brooke Smith. One
of four family members to swim at
WHS — Tim (’93), Jill (’95) and
Mike (’03) are the others — Brooke
(’99) was a member of the 1998 Blue
Devils and swam at the University of
Michigan. She ranks No. 2 on WHS’s
Top 15 List in the 100 butterfly (59.33)
and 100 breaststroke (1:08.03) and
No. 3 in the 200 individual medley
(2:12.33).

SUMMER PROJECT
This summer, the Den is undertak-

ing a monumental task: researching
all the state, sectional, county and
district championships won by every
high school in New Jersey, in every
sport. The goal is to come up with the
winningest New Jersey schools (pub-
lic only, of course) of all-time. The
pre-research guess is that the winner
will come from among the following
schools (listed alphabetically): At-
lantic City, Elizabeth, Montclair,
Moorestown, Mountain Lakes,
Paulsboro, Phillipsburg, Ridgewood,
Trenton, Union and Westfield.
They’ve all been around a long time,
and they’ve all been successful on
both the local and state level in a
variety of sports.

QUOTE OF THE YEAR
At the WHS-Holmdel boys tennis

match, a Holmdel player asked Lind-
say Goldberg and Lane Maloney if
they were on the WHS girls tennis
team. When told they were, he asked
if they were seniors. “Yep ... no, wait
… we’re HOT seniors,” the efferves-
cent Goldberg said.

The Devil’s Den will return in late
August for the start of the 2006-07
scholastic sports season. Contact us
at bj1019@aol.com with comments,
complaints or suggestions. Good luck
in college to our graduating seniors.
GO DEVILS!

St. Anne Softballers Rap
St. Stephen Men, 23-12

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The St. Anne softballers offered no
mercy in a 23-12 roughing up of
visiting St. Stephens at Brookside
Park in Scotch Plains on June 15. The
St. Anne men amassed a 33-hit at-
tack, took a 16-3 second inning lead,
then topped it off with seven runs in
the third, fourth and fifth innings to
make the forecast bleak for St.
Stephens.

Batting first, St. Stephen humbly
scored three runs. Keith Middleton
(3-for-3, 3 RBI) singled and scored
on Tom McGall’s double. McGall
finished 2-for-3 with two RBI. Walt
Patrylo (2 RBI) and Harry Semple (2-
for-3, 2 RBI) both lashed RBI singles.

St. Anne took a 4-3 lead in the
bottom of the inning. Lead off hitter
Joseph DeRosa (3-for-5, 4 RBI)
singled and scored on Lou
Balestriere’s (3-for-5, 2 RBI) single.
Scott Curtis (2 doubles, 2 singles,
RBI) singled and Dave Hill (4-for-5,
4 RBI) pushed two runs across with
his double. The Steve’s doused the
fire with a 6-4-3 (Patrylo, Semple,
Roberts) double play then Chris
Giordano (5-for-5, 2 RBI) ripped a
single and scored on Mark Ragan’s
(4-for-5, 2 RBI) single.

With St. Steve’s bats remaining dor-
mant in the second, St. Anne showed
no mercy and pushed 12 runs across in
the bottom of the second to take a 16-
3 lead. Harold Hoplar (4-for-4, 2 RBI)
led off with a triple and scored on Joe
McEvoy’s (3-for-4) single. Curtis and
Hill each thumped doubles and added
three RBI, while pitcher Anthony
Radice (2 singles, 2 RBI) and Giordano
each poked RBI singles. Hopler, in his
second trip to the dish, delivered a
two-run triple and DeRosa finished
the inning with a grand slam.

“Looking back at this game, one

team got beaten badly; however, we
all have our turns in the barrel, so to
speak. It rotates. Last week we were
being whipped, this week we did the
whipping,” said St. Anne skipper Joe
McEvoy. “We played a good team
and everybody walked away healthy.
It’s just fortunate that we got the
better of the hits and that’s the way it
is with every team in the league.”

Ammo arrived for the Steve men in
the third. Corey Woodring triggered a
triple and scored on Joe Scarfuto’s
double. Middleton banged an RBI triple
and McGall followed with a triple.

Despite Bialos’ call of, “Keep them
out of the end zone”, Ann booted
three runs in the bottom of the third
on Reade’s RBI single and Giordano’s
two-run blast then added a run in the
fifth on Balestriere’s RBI single.
Three more Annes crossed the plate
in the sixth when Radice singled,
Giordano tripled to the fence and
Ragan singled and scored.

St. Steve nudged back with four
runs in the sixth and two in the sev-
enth. Middleton stung a two-run single
and Semple spanked an RBI double
and scored on Robert’s single in the
sixth. In the seventh, Weber yanked a
two-run single.

“Bialas was the defending division
champion in the Saints Division last
year and this is his year to be in the
barrel. I should not say it exactly like
that, however,” concluded McEvoy.
“The nice thing about coming down
here especially on a Friday night,
you’re prone to have a beer and talk
about your short-lived successes. You
come here with intentions of having
fun and you enjoy yourself. There’s
good sportsmanship between players
and you walk away winners regard-
less what the score is.”
St. Stephen 3   0  3 004 2 12
St. Anne 4(12)0 313 x 23

See photos of Sports:
on www.goleader.com

St. Joseph/St. Luke Softball
FOMSA Softball League

St. Stephen/St. Anne Softball

High School Golf
All Group Selections:

The Westfield High School golf
team finished 15th in The Star-
Ledger rankings. Blue Devils Dan
Liebowitz and Nick Livolsi were
named to the All-Group 4 First
Team and Second Team, respec-
tively. Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School Raider Brian Pak
was named to the All-Group 3
Second Team.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STRETCHING IT A LITTLE SHORT…St. Stephen’s Bob Gittleman gets tagged
out at second by St. Ann shortstop Dave Hill in the first inning. Gittleman repeated
the feat and slid in safely in the sixth.

SCOTCH PLAINS $619,000 WESTFIELD $899,000

WESTFIELD $3,695,000 WESTFIELD $4,395,000

FANWOOD $500,000

WESTFIELD $1,349,000

Country charm and modern amenities are combined in this 7 room,
4 Bedroom Winding Brook area Cape on half an acre.  Two new
Bedrooms and bath are on 2nd floor.  This home offers a  new kitchen,
1st floor bath, windows and furnace, 3-seasons room.

Pristine Colonial located in Wychwood on exclusive lot with private
lane to garage and fenced backyard!  Home includes 7 rooms and in-
cludes 3 Bedrooms, 2.1 baths, fireplaces in both the Living Room and
Master Bedroom.  Bright and impeccably decorated!  Move right in.

Graceful symmetry & elegant lines define this new 8400+ sq. ft. home
in top Westfield location.  Home is reminiscent of a European coun-
try manor.  Includes 14 rooms, 5 Bedrooms, 6.5 baths, master suite,
gourmet Kitchen, large Family Room, Library, 6 fireplaces, soaring
ceilings, custom woodwork and solid oak plank flooring.

Magnificent stucco and stone European Colonial offers 15 rooms
and includes 6 Bedrooms, 6.2 baths and has over 9000 sq. ft. of
living space and every possible amenity: tray ceilings, Tiffany chan-
deliers, granite counter tops, marble fireplace and elevator.

Mint condition, 9 room center hall Colonial is classic, elegant and
comfortable with spectacular gourmet Kitchen, Living Room with
wood-burning fireplace, Formal Dining Room, hardwood floors,
bookcases, 5 Bedrooms, newer 2.1 baths, 2-zone CAC, updated elec-
tric, fenced yard and is close to town, trains and schools.

Wonderfully spacious 5+ Bedroom home on oversized lot.  Includes
Living Room with fireplace and built-ins, Eat-In Country Kitchen
with pantry, Formal Dining Room, great third floor suite, screened
porch/patio/in-ground pool.  Close to all!  Best buy in the area.


