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A Classical Idea for
Downtown Westfield
We recently taped an opera from tele-

vision. While watching the tape where
our grandchildren were playing, we no-
ticed that our two-year-old grandson, Max,
was mesmerized by it — and the others
were watching too.

The next morning, little Max came into
the kitchen and said, “More opera?” We
thought of this when we read the recent
Westfield Leader article about DWC’s
discussion of teens congregating at the
Westfield Starbucks. One suggestion was
to play “highly classical music” which
would “drive away the young crowd.”

We could say that this idea must have
come from a two-year-old, but we know
at least one two-year-old who likes clas-
sical music. So, let’s play classical music
for young people — not to drive them
away, but because they might actually
like it. Wouldn’t that be a great thing?

Bettye and Steve Barcan
Westfield

Editor’s Note: Our Arts &
Entertainment writers have
agreed to review the music
should Starbucks and the DWC

decide to proceed with the idea.

Regarding Photo, Are We Simply a
Culture of Armed Barbarians?

Why Aren’t Stickers Provided for
Residents on Restricted Streets?

Walking Should be
Promoted for all Kids
Given the response last week in letters

to the editor regarding my letter of June 6
on high school parking, I think it is useful
to resubmit my letter to the editor pub-
lished in The Westfield Leader on Octo-
ber 21, 2004.

Published in 2004: On this past Octo-
ber 6 [2004], the elementary schools had
a Walk to School Day. Flyers were handed
out the week before titled “We Want You
To Walk.” Kids were asked to participate
by completing the attached form so they
could get awards, prizes, balloons and
recognition. The whole school was be-
hind it and McKinley did a great job. Did
the high school also participate in this?
When is WHS [Westfield] going to have
Walk to School Day?

It is great that walking is promoted for
kids between the ages of 5-10, but what
about the kids between the ages of 15-18.
May I suggest that the same “Walk to
School” approach be applied to WHS
students? Give WHS students flyers titled
“We Want You To Walk.” Offer them
incentives to walk. How about recogni-
tion for the 10 kids that walk the farthest?
Perhaps prizes for a “Mile Plus Club” for
the kids that walk a mile or more.

I would respectfully suggest that pro-
moting a culture of walking to school
should be a focus of WHS, as well as the
grade schools.

Mike Nemeth
Westfield

WF Baseball League
Thanks Recr. Dept.

With the spring baseball season finish-
ing up, at this point I would like to thank
some people that have been instrumental
in making our fields something we should
be proud of in Westfield. Bruce Kaufman
and his crew, namely Tony Cuccarro,
Ken Wichowski, Carl Calvello, John
Russitano and Lorenzo Scipioni, have
done an outstanding job on our fields this
spring with their daily maintenance and
dedication to our program.

The WBL has played all of its sched-
uled games this season with very few
exceptions, and we have already com-
pleted the playoffs in some leagues be-
cause the fields were always ready to be
played on with very little interruption due
to field conditions. With 1,500 players on
baseball fields during the spring season,
this was not an easy task. Speaking for the
entire WBL program, I want to person-
ally thank these guys for all their hard
work and dedication. The children of
Westfield benefited from your profes-
sionalism. Thank you.

Leo White
WBL President

This letter is in regards to the photo
captioned “Draw Your Weapon In The
Fight Against Drugs,” which appeared on
page two of the June 14, 2007 edition of
The Westfield Leader. Even before the
provocative and ill-considered caption,
the photo itself, showing two youngsters
with weapons, is in extremely poor taste.

Two months ago, the Virginia Tech
shootings shocked the nation, and for the
first time in some years, opened up the
debate about gun control and the role of
firearms in American society. Even be-
fore the tangential discussions on mental
health checks for gun buyers and the role
of firearms on campus went on in the
aftermath of the violence, I thought that
we had reached a consensus that guns
certainly don’t belong in the hands of
kids.

But, for two Garwood children at least,
they didn’t get that message from law
enforcement last Saturday. On that day,
the Union County Response Team and
the parents of Garwood held the “Parents
Draw The Line” event, basically saying
to the children of that town that, while
they must stay away from drugs and alco-
hol, they should feel free to pick up an
assault rifle or what I believe is a grenade
launcher for tear gas canisters, and point

them at things.
And don’t forget to call Mom over for

a photo. All [this was] under the cheerful
auspices of a member of the Response
Team, whose best decision of the day was
to ensure the weapons were not loaded.
Having such weapons on hand is com-
pletely inconsequential to the purpose of
the event.

How on earth does a gun display by
local law enforcement attempt to keep
children away from illegal drugs? Has the
“War on Drugs” failed so miserably that
the only way for kids to stay off drugs is
to arm themselves?

In addition, this photo glorifies the
same firearms that are in fact illegal for
civilians to possess. For the police to put
them in the hands of children is the ex-
treme height of irresponsibility and a per-
fect example of how, again and again, we
as a society fail to learn from past misfor-
tune. The alternative theory is that we are
simply a culture of armed barbarians.

I call on the Union County Response
Team to hold another event in Garwood,
this time with the emphasis on gun safety
and nonviolent conflict resolution.

Matt Brosseau
Westfield

The High School Parking Situation is
Truly a Westfield Safety Issue

Editor’s Note: The following letter was
sent to Westfield Councilmen Third Ward
Councilmen David Haas and Mark
Ciarrocca and copied to The Westfield
Leader.

We all know there is an ongoing park-
ing problem in town; apparently residents
can now enjoy an extension of this prob-
lem on our residential streets as well.

I am writing to both of you to express
my displeasure and annoyance over some-
thing I witnessed yesterday. I live on the
600 block of Summit Avenue that has
two-hour parking restrictions in order to
reduce the amount of commuter parking.
I happened to be on vacation and was
looking out my window when I saw a
police car pulling away from the front of
my house. I proceeded to look at my
vehicle, which was parked on the road in
front of my house and noticed on my
windshield what appeared to be a ticket.
I went outside and sure enough it was. At
the same time, four of my other neighbors
also who had vehicles parked on the street,
were outside discussing the tickets they
just received.

I have been a resident on this street for
15 years and it amazes me that the police
in our town have nothing better to do with
their time then to cruise down these streets,
taking the time to mark the tires and come
back two hours later to ticket the violators
who, in this case, ended up being resi-
dents. After some discussion with my
neighbors on how to proceed with this
situation, I put a call into the town clerk
and found out I need to obtain a residen-
tial sticker for my car at the cost of $10

(annually) to avoid any future tickets.
It seems to me, for the amount of time

it took to stop by each car, mark the tires
and come back, a simple run of the license
plate (which they had to record on the
ticket anyway) would have revealed we
are all residents living on this street. Or
how about issuing a simple warning on
the ticket that indicated I need to obtain
the sticker in order to park on the street,
instead of slapping me with a $20 fine. In
addition, my mother–in-law, who is 81,
also parked on the street, and she received
a ticket as well. So as of today, my house-
hold owes the town $40 bucks in parking
fees plus an extra $20 bucks to purchase
two stickers!

This whole situation is just so typical of
how the residents continually get nickel
and dimmed to death by this town. Why
doesn’t the town simply provide this
sticker to residents like myself who live
on these types of streets, instead of tack-
ing on another fee? Residents living on
non time-restricted streets do not need to
purchase a sticker to park on the street,
why should we? And of course the bottom
line in all this circles back to the ongoing
issue of commuter parking and the lack of
available space needed to eliminate the
overflow of cars onto residential streets,
such as the one I reside on.

Why can’t police time be put to better
use by addressing the constant speeding
issues that plague this street, as well as
other moderately traveled thru streets like
it, instead of marking tires?

Rick Prosuk
Westfield

As a resident of Dorian Road, I feel
compelled to respond to the recent letters
published regarding the high school park-
ing situation. I was honestly surprised at
the tone of Michelle McIntyre’s letter this
week, which openly scoffed at the sug-
gestions offered by Mike Nemeth in last
week’s Westfield Leader. Then I realized
that Ms. McIntyre must not be aware that
Mr. Nemeth is a resident of Dorian Road
and, like myself, is desperate to find any
solution that will improve the current
situation.

Ms. McIntyre’s assertion that this is-
sue is not of sufficient importance to
demand the council’s attention is com-
pletely wrong. Far beyond being a quality
of life issue for families that live in the
streets surrounding the high school – it is
a huge safety issue. I live so far from the
high school that we cannot even see the
school from our house. Yet, there are so
many cars parked bumper to bumper, on
both sides of our street, that I literally
cannot see oncoming traffic as I’m pull-
ing out of my driveway.

I do not have sufficient visibility from
my driver’s window until my car is stick-
ing halfway into the street. When one
considers the fact that I have two children
in the back seat of my car that would be
the first ones injured in a collision, I’m
confident that this issue does demand the
council’s attention.

Further compounding this reduced vis-
ibility is the fact that Dorian Road is a
heavily traveled road, especially during
morning rush hour and after school. The
majority of cars travel well in excess of
the speed limit, including student drivers,
parents and commuters using Dorian Road
as a cut-through to Central Avenue. The
sheer volume and speed of the traffic flow
only serve to increase the chance of a
potential accident with a resident. Quite
simply, neither driver can see the other
one until the cars are right on top of each
other. And if an accident was imminent,
there would be nowhere for either car to
swerve because there are wall-to-wall
cars on both sides of the street.

A completely separate but equally dan-
gerous issue is the situation with the Dorian
Road “S” curve. The wall-to-wall traffic,
on both sides, makes it literally impos-
sible to see on-coming traffic until the
other car is practically right in front of
you. The fact is, many cars pass through
the curve speeding and in the middle of
the road. This holds the potential for a

serious accident.
I have taken photographs of the visibil-

ity of the “S” curve, as well as the visibil-
ity pulling out of my driveway. I’ve pro-
vided these pictures to my councilmen,
Jim Foerst and Tom Bigosinski. They
presented the pictures at the May meeting
of the Public Safety, Transportation and
Parking Committee, which included Po-
lice Chief Parizeau.

The next day, a police officer was
dispatched to my house to observe the
situation. He walked the street with me, in
both directions, and agreed the visibility
was poor. We also jointly observed driv-
ers speeding down the road and driving in
the middle of the curve, while we were in
the street. The officer also tested pulling
out of my driveway and acknowledged
that he could not see until his car was
sticking out in the middle of the road. I
tapped the back door of his car and re-
minded him that this is where my kids
would be sitting.

The officer then placed a radar car on
the street over the next 2 days, recording
the level of speeding and ticketing the
multiple cars which traveled in excess of
40 mph. As a result of this visit, the town
will be doing a line-of-sight survey on the
road in the near future, and I guess we’ll
take it from there.

Hopefully, I have made the point that it
is not just a quality of life issue, or an issue
of inconvenience (which should be enough
reason for tax-paying families to voice
concern). It is a true safety issue for the
families who live on Dorian Road.

In my opinion, there are two solutions
that are necessary to alleviate this prob-
lem for September. Provide additional
parking space at the high school and limit
on-street parking to resident permits to
such a distance from the high-school that
it makes it inconvenient for more students
to drive.

It is not a right to drive to school, it is
a privilege. My family’s right to a safe
environment must outweigh a teenager’s
ability to drive to school, especially when
these kids got to school just fine for the
prior three years. If any Westfield resi-
dent is worried about the town spending
time and money to address this issue, then
I suggest they also consider the money
Westfield might potentially have to spend
in the event someone gets hurt. It could be
one heck of a lawsuit.

Lynn Toner
Westfield

No Reason for Name-
Calling on HS Parking

Regarding Michele McIntyre’s letter
to the editor of June 14, I believe it was
uncalled for to mock another neighbor as
she did in referring to remarks made by
Mr. Nemeth in his letter to the editor of
June 7. I do not know Mr. Nemeth, but to
name-call or insult his intelligence is
wrong. He may have to live with cars in
front of his house all the time.

It might have been a good idea for the
editor to have called Ms. McIntyre and
ask her to tone down her letter.

The high school parking has been a
joke for years now. Many of the ideas Mr.
O’Brien writes in his letter of June 14
were expressed to the town council years
ago. As of today, nothing substantial has
been done. I would like to add an idea to
his — that only seniors be allowed to
drive to school. OK, if a student has
special needs, each case could be taken up
with the school on an individual basis.
Now that superintendent William Foley
is retiring, the town council and the new
superintendent should work something
out.

I’m not fully aware of all of the facts,
but it seems like the town council and
school superintendent Foley have never
really done anything to solve the prob-
lem.

John Mancini
Westfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Zingaro – A gipsy
2. Hystricine – Resembling a porcu-

pine
3. Notonectal – Having the back below

in swimming, as certain insects
4. Remex – A large quill feather of a

bird’s wing

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

SOUTER
1. Selection or appointment by lot
2. A shoemaker
3. A lady’s maid or maidservant, espe-

cially one involved in intrigue
4. The striking part of a flail

IATROLOGY
1. The study of prehistoric birds
2. The science of medicine
3. The study of the anatomy of fishes
4. The study of eye diseases and care

OEUVRES
1. Literary works
2. Eggs
3. A genus of dipterous insects whose

larvae infest the nasal passages of sheep;
a gadfly

4. A drink resembling mead, composed
of wine and honey, drunk by the ancient
Greeks

TERPSICHOREAN
1. A non web-spinning spider that

catches it prey by use of its swiftness
2. A traitor; turncoat
3. A dancer
4. Animals having strong, thick entire

shells, as oysters and clams

Lack of Enforcement Will Only
Create More Problems on Streets

About two months ago at the town
council meeting, a resident from the same
block of Summit Avenue got up and com-
plained about a lack of enforcement on
Summit Avenue for two-hour violations.
The mayor advised her that the police
department would assist her in this prob-
lem and to get back to him if she wasn’t
satisfied.

We also receive numerous calls from
people living in two-hour zones of con-
stant violations. Since I became chief, I
have made it a point that enforcement of
all violations be done in a fair and uni-
form manner. Our two-hour zone en-
forcement is done on a rotation basis as
we do not have the manpower to do each
street each day. On some days in fact, we
are unable to do any two-hour enforce-
ment.

People living in the two-hour zones are
quite aware of the residential permit pro-
cess. They’re also adamant that people

not living in the area not park on their
street. You cannot have a motor vehicle
law or ordinance restricting parking to a
certain group of people without the per-
mit process. Also, the traffic enforcement
officers do not have access to any device
that can look up plates of motor vehicles.

At one of the conference meetings, we
discussed the nominal fee that is charged
for the residential permit, and we all de-
cided to keep it in place to cover the
administrative costs. Also, keep in mind
that some of our residents live on streets
that are much more restrictive and seem
to do fine.

I am extremely confident in our park-
ing staff and their enforcement of parking
violations in town. Some of you may not
be aware of the verbal abuse that they
receive from the pubic on a daily basis,
and quite frankly, I think you’d be shocked
at what is said to some of them. We all
know that parking is a problem in town.
Lack of enforcement will only create more
problems and complaints. I look forward
to working with our public safety com-
mittee in finding any solutions that will
alleviate this problem.

Chief John M. Parizeau
Westfield Police Department

Who Covers Marks
Legal Fees in Lawsuit?

This past week I read that Mayor Marks
is being sued by retired Police Officer,
Neal LeStrange, regarding comments and
innuendos made during a campaign in 06.
According to the paper, Mayor Marks
said that having the township of Scotch
Plains pay his legal fees is being dis-
cussed. Discussed with whom may I ask?
His comments were made during a politi-
cal campaign.

Why is there any discussion regarding
this payment? He was not representing
me or the honorable people of Scotch
Plains when he made his derogatory, in-
flammatory comments. Why should the
tax payers carry his financial burden and
pay for his legal defense either directly or
through taxpayer funded insurance?

Prior to authorizing any taxpayer
funded legal coverage, I ask all elected
and appointed officials who are or will be
involved in making this decision to search
your heart and the law as to whether
Mayor Marks represented you when he
chose to make defamatory remarks dur-
ing a political campaign. Then do the
right thing and let Martin Marks cover his
own expenses. Perhaps he will be more
cautious the next time.

Constant Baldasarre
Scotch Plains

Marks’ Legal Fees
Should be Paid by GOP

In the last Scotch Plains municipal
election, Martin Marks made statements
about Democratic Council candidate Neal
LeStrange that cost Mr. LeStrange his
reputation and likely the election. Mr.
LeStrange now seeks redress by suing
Mr. Marks for slander. Mr. Marks now
expects to have Scotch Plains Township
pay his legal costs because he is our
Mayor, turning our tax dollars into his
personal defense fund.

Since the acts that got Mr. Marks into
trouble were carried out in an effort to win
an election for his Republican candidates,
he should look to the Scotch Plains Re-
publican Party to pay his legal bills, and
not the public funds raised by our pay-
ment of property taxes.

Kenneth Lipstein
Former Chairman Scotch Plains

Democratic Committee

Taxpayers Should Not
Have to Defend Marks
When the President travels on Air Force

One for a trip that is a mixture of official
business and campaigning for office for
himself or others, the government pays
for the government’s part of the trip and
some branch of the Republican Party pays
for its part. Thus, it should be clear that
the mere fact that a person holds public
office doesn’t make everything he does
an official act.

In the same token, the taxpayers of
Scotch Plains should not pay to defend
Mayor Marks in the lawsuit filed by Neil
LeStrange because the allegations in that
suit are based on purely political acts of
the mayor and not ones done on behalf of
the taxpayers.

Dick Samuel
Chairman Scotch Plains Demo-

cratic Committee

Where is the Leadership of the
Westfield Art Association?

I have been a member of the Westfield
Art Association (WAA) for many years,
and I served on the Board of Directors for
six years.

The WAA was for over 75 years a
vibrant part of the Westfield community.
We had member shows, outdoor shows,
monthly meetings with programs and
social events. In May, the association is
required to have an annual meeting. None
of these things are happening. Why have
we had no shows for three years? Why are
we having no meetings? Why has there
been no annual meeting for two years for
election of officers? Why have no dues

been collected? Why have we had no
financial reports? Why do we have no
communication from the president?

Where has the organization gone?
Many of us old-timers would like to see it
functioning again, but nothing is happen-
ing. Are we still registered with the State
of New Jersey as a non-profit organiza-
tion? The bylaws are not being followed.
The community misses having the activi-
ties of the organization very much and
would like to see it restored.

Jane Annis
Mountainside

Letters to the Editor

The Battle of Scotch Plains is
Unfolding, Ignited by Lawsuit

Electioneering normally starts in earnest on Labor
Day, which is the unofficial start of what we coined as
the “silly season.” From now until then, most candidates
spend their time organizing, fundraising and fine-tuning
their platforms. In Westfield, some are already knocking
on your door.

Campaigns and political parties with their messages
are integral to the function of democracy and can be
fun. Somehow, in the flurry, citizens and candidates
wrestle with the issues, review public policy and put on
display those who offer to lead us – all with the
crescendo and finality at the voting booth. It’s a good
and necessary thing.

In Scotch Plains, there isn’t a municipal election in the
township this year. Nevertheless, politics are raging and
now a lawsuit has been added to the skirmish. Neal
LeStrange, Democratic candidate for township council
last year, is suing Mayor Martin Marks and former Police
Chief Thomas O’Brien, claiming remarks made by them
during the campaign defamed his character and caused
him to lose the election.

The question now being raised by the Scotch Plains
Democratic Party is who will pay the mayor’s legal fees
for his defense. It should not be the taxpayers, they say.
We might agree. Another question we ask, “Who’s paying
the legal fees of Mr. LeStrange in pursuing this lawsuit?”

His attorney is Daniel Grossman, an elected member of
the Scotch Plains Democratic Committee.

Why do we need so many lawyers? Why do we need so
many legal fees? Is this more about winning the mayoral
election in 2008, whatever the cost and forgetting the
common good?

One would think that we’re all citizens and neighbors
first, and that these interests should prevail above all else.
For those who choose to be affiliated with a political party,
and only about half do, one would think that party inter-
ests become secondary.

Readers can expect many interesting letters as this
Battle of Scotch Plains unfolds. We want to publish them
and hope they don’t test the boundaries of good taste.

The newspaper policy is, “The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains- Fanwood Times provide space each
week for candidates seeking elected office [including
party officials] to express their views to our readers. Also,
this is a standing offer extended to all elected officials of
the region currently serving. Our intent is to get to the
heart of the issues important to you locally, while avoid-
ing personal attacks on opponents, spin and ‘fluff.’ Our
editors apply their judgment and may reject submissions
deemed inappropriate.”

We look forward to what our readers, leaders and
contenders have to say.


