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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Sharpe James Subject of
Grand Jury Investigation

The Star Ledger has reported that
State Senator and former Newark
Mayor Sharpe James is the subject of
a grand jury investigation by federal
investigators. The probe is focusing
on whether Mr. James used his office
to pay for vacations and whether he
pushed the sale of city-owned land to
associates significantly below mar-
ket value.

State Judge Nominated
As Ocean Prosecutor

Gov. Jon Corzine has nominated
State Superior Court Judge Marlene
Lynch Ford to serve as Ocean County
Prosecutor. She will replace current
prosecutor Thomas Kelaher, who has
served since 2002 after his appoint-
ment by acting Gov. Don
DiFrancesco, a Republican. Mr.
Corzine reappointed John Molinelli,
a Democrat, as Bergen County pros-
ecutor for a second five-year term
and Sean Dalton, a former assembly-
man, as Gloucester County prosecu-
tor. Former Gov. Jim McGreevey
originally appointed both prosecu-
tors in 2002.

Linden Attorney Picked
As City’s Dem Leader

Edward Kologi, city attorney for
Linden and Berkeley Heights, has
been named chairman of the Linden
Democratic Committee. He replaces
former longtime mayor John
Gregorio, who lost to independent
Richard Gerbounka last November.
Mr. Gregorio was head of the city’s
Democratic Party since January.

State Considers Eliminating
Power of Elec. College

The New Jersey Senate State Gov-
ernment Committee last Thursday ad-
vanced legislation, S-2695, that would
award the state’s 15 electoral votes
for president to the winner of the
popular vote nationwide regardless
of which candidate garners the most
votes in New Jersey. Currently, the
electoral votes are awarded to the
candidate who receives the most votes
in the Garden State, according to a
CBS/Associated Press report.

State Sen. Nicholas Scutari (LD-
22, Linden) said when Democrat Al
Gore won the popular vote in 2000,
but President Bush won the electoral
college, “This is the United States of
America. We’re supposed to be a bea-
con of democracy.”

State Sen. President Richard
Codey (D-Essex County) and Sen.
Ray Lesniak (D-Union County)
sponsored the legislation, known as
the “Agreement Among the States to
Elect the President by National Popu-
lar Vote.” Maryland is the only state
to pass the measure into law. Gover-
nors in California and Hawaii ve-
toed similar bills.
U.S. Attorney’s Office Subpoenas
Legislative Committee Records
The Associated Press reported on

June 11 that the U.S. Attorney’s Of-
fice for New Jersey has subpoenaed
records from the Legislative Com-
mittee on Ethical Records relating to

a complaint against Sen. Joseph
Coniglio (D-Bergen). He was paid
$60,000 as a consultant by
Hackensack University Medical Cen-
ter from May 2004 to February 2006.

Republican Bogota Mayor Steve
Lonegan, who has alleged that law-
makers used budget grants to benefit
themselves, families or employers,
filed the complaint. The AP reported
that Hackensack Medical Center re-
ceived more than $1 million in the
2005 state budget.

Tom Wilson Reelected
As State GOP Chair

Tom Wilson was reelected June 14
as Republican state chairman, de-
feating Morris Township Mayor Pe-
ter Mancuso by a 28-10 tally of GOP
committee members, according to
politicsnj.com. Former Assemblyman
Paul DiGaetano, who had sought the
position, dropped out of the running
and did not attend.

GOP to Give Delegates
To Primary Winner

The state GOP committee voted
24-14 last Thursday to award all of
the state’s delegates for 2008 Re-
publican National Convention to the
winner of the February 5 New Jer-
sey Presidential Primary, according
to politicsnj.com. In the past, del-
egates were awarded per the win-
ners in each of the state’s 13 Con-
gressional districts. The decision is
viewed as a boost to Rudy Giuliani’s
campaign. The John McCain and
Mitt Romney campaigns fought
against the change.

Bramnick Elected to
GOP Whip Post

TRENTON –Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick of Westfield (LD-21), who
represents parts of four counties in New
Jersey, has been elected to the whip
position in the Republican Caucus.
Whip is the third ranking position in the
Republican Caucus. Mr. Bramnick, a
member of Law and Public Safety and
Consumer Affairs Committees, has
served in the Legislature since 2003.

He stated that discussions in Tren-
ton should be based on public policy
and reflect common sense.

“I hope to use my new role in the
leadership of the Republican caucus
to promote ethics reform, property-
tax reform and fiscal discipline for
the citizens of the entire State of New
Jersey,” Mr. Bramnick said.

Watchung Reservation Gets
‘Bio-Blitzed’ by Scientists
By JILLIAN HERNANDEZ

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA — The 2,065-acre
Watchung Reservation played host to
Union County’s third annual Bio-
Blitz, beginning at 5 p.m. on June 15
and ending at 5 p.m. the following
evening. Roughly 125 volunteer sci-
entists scoured the area in order to
find as many species as possible
within the 24-hour time frame, while
other members of the public partici-
pated in various games and activities.

At the end of the period, scientists
found at least 550 different species on
the premises, with hundreds more left
to be catalogued. Dennis Miranda,
executive director of the Rahway River
Association, expects more than 1,000
species when all tallies are completed.

“There will be much more than at

the last two [Bio-Blitzes],” said Mr.
Miranda. “[The reservation] is a lot
bigger than the last two sites, so there
has to be more.” Last year’s Bio-Blitz
at the Ashbrook Reservation in Scotch
Plains identified approximately 441
species; the 2005 Bio-Blitz at Lenape
Park in Cranford and Kenilworth
found 660 species of organisms.

According to officials, the size of the
reservation meant that scientists and
the nine team leaders had to prepare
months in advance to effectively locate
dense habitat areas that needed to be
covered. By using county mapping and
area photos, they were able to decide
which spots would house the most spe-
cies. To assist them further, they set up
attractants in designated areas to draw
in more organisms, officials said.

The Rahway River Association, the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders and the Union County De-
partment of Parks and Recreation
sponsored the event.

According to Dave Schwartzberg,
a director of the Rahway River Asso-
ciation, commissioner of the Fanwood
Environmental Commission and a
public program coordinator and out-
reach on the Bio-Blitz Committee,
the purpose of the event is twofold: to
raise public appreciation for the parks
systems and to collect accurate data
and counts on wildlife in the area in
order to track changes in the future.

“We have a terrific park system [in
New Jersey],” said Mr. Schwartzberg.
“The environment is always chang-
ing, so having counts and data is help-
ful. We can compare progress later.”

Mr. Miranda agreed with Mr.
Schwartzberg, explaining how the
data can be used to better the environ-
ment. “Years from now, when we
look back on this information, we can
see what direction the reservation is
going in,” said Mr. Miranda. “From
there we can figure out if it is getting
better or worse, and then we can take
the appropriate actions.”

The event also successfully included
the public, particularly young chil-
dren, in the action. On Friday night,
activities such as “Frog Sloggin,’”
“Going Batty” and “Evening Birds
and Owl Prowl” kept families and
nature lovers engaged in the species
search. Saturday featured workshops
and guided walks designed to educate
and incite interest in participants.

Bette Jane Kowalski, freeholder
chairman, said Bio-Blitz provides a
“rounded experience for children.
They are surrounded by nature and
guided by experts.”

Every child who registered for the
activities received Bio-Blitz Bingo
Cards designed for his or her age group.
The Bingo Cards were made up of
various organisms that the children
might see while out in the reservation.
Children who successfully completed
the cards earned prizes including bin-
oculars, books, posters and bird sound
machines, all of which were donated
by Wild Birds Unlimited.

“We really couldn’t do this event
without the support of the organiza-
tions involved,” said Mr.
Schwartzberg. “Thanks to the county
and sponsors, we can avoid charging
because they supply us with so many
people and resources. [Bio-Blitz]
continues getting bigger every year.”

Detective Frank Brunelle
Steps Down After 35 Years

By JENNA NIERSTEDT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — In November 1971,
Westfield made national headlines when
one of its residents, John List, mur-
dered his wife, mother and three chil-
dren. Just a year later, in September
1972, when the List murder was still a
mystery to town officials, rookie cop
Frank Brunelle was called
to help the detective bu-
reau investigate the fire
that destroyed the List
mansion.

“It was pretty interest-
ing, especially for a
rookie, because at that
point, what did I know?”
Detective Brunelle said.

Thirty-five years later,
Det. Brunelle has an-
nounced that he is going
to step down from his
position as detective lieu-
tenant and leave the
Westfield Police Department. He
plans to vacation this summer and
head into the private sector.

“It’s time,” he said. “Thirty-five
years is a long time in this business.”

Throughout his career, Det. Brunelle
has garnered a significant amount of
awards for his service, including the
medal of honor and medal of merit. He
is a two-time recipient of the Union
County 200 Club Valor Award and a
three-time recipient of a valor award
from Westfield.

He was a firearms instructor for the
county beginning in 1976 and took
over as county range master in 1991.
He held this position until 2006.

“Being the top dog on the range
and training a lot of people over the
years, I probably was involved with
training just about every cop that’s on
the job in Union County right now,
with the exception of the last year or

so that I haven’t done it,” he said.
“That was a very rewarding part of
my career. I tried [to leave my mark
with everybody].”

When Det. Brunelle first started,
however, the job was an unantici-
pated career move. Shortly after serv-
ing four years in the United States
Navy, Det. Brunelle was convinced

by a friend to take the
police exam. He was
hired within a week.

“To be perfectly hon-
est, the idea of being a
cop never entered my
mind until that night,”
he said.

Det. Brunelle, who
lives in Scotch Plains, said
he will miss the people he
worked with the most.

“I work with some
great people,” he said. “I
remember the good, the
funny stuff. You try and

repress the nasty things that you have
to do on this job.”

He also said that the people he
worked with made an impact on how
he approached his job.

“Bob Bell was a great influence be-
cause the guy was a great cop; he taught
you things. In the real world that’s more
or less how you pick up things and
move on in your career. But he’s not
alone; there are a lot of people I’ve
worked with, and you try to take a little
bit from each one,” Det. Brunelle said.

He summed up the Westfield Po-
lice Department as “service oriented.”

“All the years doing this job, com-
municating with the people in town,
you develop a very close relationship
to the general public, and I think
that’s what we’re all about. For me
it’s been most enjoyable,” he said.

Det. Brunelle has a son, a daughter
and four grandchildren.

Jillian Hernandez for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BIO BLITZ HEADQUARTERS…Next to the Trailside Nature and Science
Center in the Watchung Reservation, the Bio-Blitz Central served as an event
headquarters where volunteers could register and refresh themselves.

ELIZABETH – Assemblyman Jo-
seph Cryan (D, LD-20), Director of
the Division of Women in the Depart-
ment of Community Affairs (DCA)
Janice Kovach, Freeholder Bette Jane
Kowalski, Freeholder Angel Estrada,
and Freeholder Chester Holmes, pre-
sented Ellen McGovern and Jennifer
Vriens of the YWCA of Eastern Union
County with the Women’s Shelter
Capital Expenditure Grant on June 8.

Mr. Cryan of Union, who also
serves as the Chairman of the Assem-
bly Human Services Committee and
as undersheriff for the County of
Union, stated, “The YWCA has made
a great commitment to the women of
our district. This grant expresses our
commitment to the YWCA and their
mission to protect women from vio-
lence, addiction and abuse,” Mr. Cryan
said.

“The funding will be used to build
an outreach center which will em-
power women, establish a safe envi-
ronment for victims of violence and
abuse and promote healthy life styles
for those who suffer from addiction.

“The YWCA of Eastern Union
County was an exceptional candidate
for the Women’s Shelter Capital Ex-
penditure Grant and is uniquely quali-
fied to steward the outreach program.
From offering counseling to those in
need to offering shelter to victims of

abuse, from Project Protect to educat-
ing the community about domestic
violence, the YWCA has long been a
positive force in our district,” he said.

“Protecting women from abusive
situations and preventing the cycle of
violence is a mission that we all share.
It is with great honor that we present the
YWCA of Eastern Union County with
the Women’s Shelter Capital Expendi-
ture Grant in the amount of $70,000,”
said Mr. Cryan.

Women’s Shelter Grant
Awarded to YWCA

Detective Frank Brunelle

Jillian Hernandez for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FUNGUS AMONGUS…The New Jersey Mycological Association (NJMA) set up
an entire table displaying pictures, samples and information on its specialties –
trees, lichens and fungi – at this past weekend’s Bio Blitz in the Watchung
Reservation. More information is available at nymyco.org.

WF BOE to Discuss
Technology Plan

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Board of Education will meet on
Tuesday, June 26, at 302 Elm Street
at 8 p.m. The agenda will include a
report on the district’s technology
plan to be submitted to the state.

The new student database man-
agement system instituted by the
district this year will also be dis-
cussed.

A complete agenda will be avail-
able on westfieldnjk12.org and in
the board secretary’s office on Fri-
day, June 22. All board meetings are
taped and televised on Blue Devils
TV36 on Tuesdays and Thursdays at
8 a.m. and 7 p.m. and Saturdays and
Sundays at 10 a.m.

DWC Shoots Commercial,
Faces Ferraro Challenge

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Last Friday, a
commercial was shot for the Down-
town Westfield Corp. (DWC) to
promote the downtown at several
sites including Kiehl’s, Northside
Trattoria, Rockn’ Joe’s,
Brummer’s,  Flower Zone,
Michaelangelo Barber Shop and
Bovella’s. Many apparel retailers,
including Lord & Taylor, Perla,
Soleil, and Menina provided mer-
chandise to be used for in the com-
mercial, DWC officials said at their
meeting Monday night.

Anthony Michael Salon provided
hair and makeup. Art used in the
production was provided by Evalyn
Dunn’s, Juxtapose, and Fast Frame.
Photographer Nadine Raphael pro-
duced the commercial, which used a
pair of professional models. The
commercial will be cablecast on
Bravo, Food Network, Style, HGTV
in Comcast’s Union South service
area 100,000-plus viewers, skewing
mostly south and east of us.

In other business, Ferraro’s
Restaurant’s takeover of the corner
space formerly occupied by Roy
Lighting poses several challenges to
both the restaurant and the Down-

town Westfield Corporation. DWC
officials feel the greatest challenge
will be to develop a plan to make the
three differing facades cohere, while
maintaining the individuality of the
buildings. Additionally, conveying
the change in entry point to the new
corner doorway involves breaking
customers’ habits of decades.

A bid is being readied by the town
for work on parking lots 1 and 8,
between Prospect and Elm Streets in
front of Trader Joe’s. The work will
combine the lots, improve traffic flow
and slightly increase the parking space
count, officials said.

Final preparations are under way
for this summer’s Sweet Sounds
Downtown promotion, which is
scheduled to begin on Tuesday, July
3, and will continue for the next eight
Tuesday evenings. A glossy color flyer
for the program is being printed.

A Harry Potter themed scavenger
hunt is another promotion this sum-
mer. The event will culminate with a
midnight party on Saturday, July 21
at the Town Bookstore celebrating
the release of the newest Rowling
tome.

The concept of classical music
outside Starbucks was mentioned
but not discussed, as results of the
increased police presence was not
yet known.


