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POLICE BLOTTER

Foundation Seeks Funds For
SP Teen’s Cancer Treatment

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Erika
Blauberg is a friendly and articulate
18-year-old Scotch Plains resident

who says she enjoys swimming. Un-
til a few months ago, she was a stu-
dent at the Bronx High School of
Science after attending Evergreen
Elementary School and Park Middle
School. Now she is battling Ewing’s
Sarcoma, a rare form of bone cancer,
and she and her family — with the
assistance of The Ashley Lauren
Foundation — are appealing for fi-
nancial assistance so she can con-
tinue to receive much-needed treat-
ments.

Scotch Plains native Monica
Vermeulen, whose own daughter
successfully fought childhood can-
cer, founded The Ashley Lauren
Foundation two years ago as a way
to provide hope and help to children
in New Jersey who have been diag-
nosed with cancer. She told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times she
is “appealing to the community to
get donations” to help Erika
Blauberg’s family pay for their
daughter’s further treatments after
she finishes months of chemo-
therapy and radiation, following
several operations, at New York’s
Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer
Center.

Erika now needs to travel to the
University of Texas M. D. Anderson
Cancer Center, which for four of the
past six years has been ranked num-
ber one in cancer care in the
“America’s Best Hospitals” survey
published in U.S. News and World
Report.

Erika’s mother’s health insurance
will not pay for the Texas medical
care, Mrs. Vermeulen said, calling
the family’s plight “a really bad
situation” that has “impacted their
family finances.” She said money is
needed “to get her to Texas and to get
her hope.”

Mrs. Vermeulen said multiple
times, “Every single dollar donated
[to Erika’s cause] is going to the
family.”

Erika, who was born in Princeton
and moved to Scotch Plains when
she was in elementary school, told
The Times that her radiation-therapy
regimen in New York ends this week
and that she is planning to go to
Texas in mid-July. She said her
cancer, which originated in her
pelvis before spreading to her lungs,
has shrunk as a result of the seven
rounds of chemotherapy and 41
doses of radiation received at Sloan-
Kettering, but “the mass is still
there.”

With her doctors at Sloan-Kettering
unable to confirm that the remaining
tumor is not a threat, Erika needs to
travel the Houston-based M.D.
Anderson Center for further
evaluation. “I’d rather catch it now
when I can,” she said.

“It’s been hard, but I’ve had a lot
of strength,” Erika said of the past
months since her diagnosis. She said
she has relied on her mother’s
strength and support and also
singled out Mrs. Vermeulen’s
foundation for praise. “I’d like to
help people, especially after what’s
happened to me,” she said, adding
that she hopes to one day work for
the foundation.

Donations for Erika can be made
payable and sent to The Ashley
Lauren Foundation, 221 Sunrise
Street, Brick, N.J. 08724. Mrs.
Vermeulen said donors should
indicate on their checks that the
donation is for Erika Blauberg. The
foundation’s website can be viewed
at ashleylaurenfoundation.com.

RED, WHITE AND BLUE...Children in the Jump Start Pre-K classes at Brunner
School in Scotch Plains invited family members to school for a red-white-and-blue
celebration in honor of Flag Day. The children performed a flag ceremony called
“The Flag Recipe,” along with poems and songs about the flag. After a parade
around the school building, guests enjoyed cupcakes that had been decorated by
the children and fashioned into a flag. Above, left to right, Jimmie McNichol,
Valeria Macchini, Justin Verceles, Christopher Downey and Mason Glad partici-
pate in “The Flag Recipe.”

Fred Lecomte for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PROVIDING HOPE…The Center for Hope Hospice & Palliative Care Auxiliary
in Scotch Plains held its fourth annual wine tasting and silent auction fundraiser
Monday night at the Northside Trattoria in Westfield. Pictured, from left to right,
are: Donna Dooley, co-chairman of the wine tasting committee; Helga Thomas,
president of the Center for Hope Hospice Auxiliary; Tim and Chris Boyle, owners
of Northside Trattoria; Jeannette Dietz, co-chairwoman of the wine committee,
and Monica Bergin, co-chairwoman of the wine tasting committee and treasurer
of the Center for Hope Hospice Auxiliary.

Community Mourns Passing
Of 7-Eleven’s John Regenthal

By DEBRA DOWLING
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – His niece re-
calls the oddball way he dressed last
month as he sipped a Piña Colada in
the Florida sunshine: tank top, blue
shorts, black knee socks and black,
polished dress shoes. “That was Uncle
John,” said Gina Ottenstein, laughing.

Customers of 7-Eleven on Moun-
tain Avenue in Mountainside remem-
ber a cheerful man who gave people a
ride, scolded some for smoking too
much and, in one case, amiably
warned a woman who stopped drink-
ing to stay out of bars.

His siblings remember a little boy
who followed everywhere when they
were growing up in Elizabeth. “We
used to call him ‘little puppy.’ You
couldn’t help but love him,” said his
sister, Sara Ottenstein. “Everyone said
that.”

John Regenthal, 56, of Kenilworth,
a fixture at the convenience store since
1985, died suddenly of heart failure
last week.

“I was very upset when I heard. I
sat in my car and said a few prayers,”
said local resident John Brown. “We
had a five-minute friendship every
day for 22 years. Sometimes I’d go
back a second time and get another
five minutes out of him.” Mr. Brown,
a longtime member of the
Mountainside Fire Department, re-
members coming in after battling a
blaze or another emergency. “John
would say, ‘What happened over
there?’ He already knew all about it.’’

The unofficial town crier, many
joked how Mr. Regenthal was always
the first to know. He worked the reg-
ister but knew the store inside out,
said owners Rajiv and Sarita Kochhar,
who bought the business in 1994.
“He was like a rock, like part of the
store,” said Mr. Kochhar. “It’s a very,
very personal loss to both of us. All
the customers tell me they’re going to
miss him so much. He was an excep-
tionally good person.”

About 15 years ago, Mr. Regenthal

and his wife, Felicia, lived in their car
for a year after losing their apart-
ment. Mr. Regenthal did not broad-
cast it, but a Volkswagen packed with
two adults, belongings and three or
four cats was hard to miss.

Mrs. Regenthal, who also worked
at 7-Eleven, died in 1999.

More recently, Mr. Regenthal lived
in Kenilworth with his sister, Sara
Ottenstein, and barely scraped by. He
had no life insurance and his family is
struggling to pay funeral costs. In
response, the Kochhars set up a dona-
tion box in 7-Eleven that has been
bulging ever since.

“We had a rapport from the get-go.
He was one of those guys that liked to
bust on people and play games,” said
David Murray, who works in the area.

To date, about $2,500 has been
raised, but $5,000 more is needed to
pay the funeral expenses. The family
could only afford one viewing, held
Sunday afternoon to an overflow
crowd at Corey-Regan Funeral Home
in Rahway. There was no official
burial or funeral. Mr. Regenthal’s rela-
tives, unaware until Sunday of the
fundraising, were moved when one
person after another paid their re-
spects and offered help.

Despite his humble lifestyle, Mr.
Regenthal was generous almost to a
fault. He didn’t hesitate when a local
Girl Scout peddled cookies earlier
this year, buying eight boxes.

“That’s the way he was. Every cus-
tomer loved him,” said Sam
Mahemwal, who worked with Mr.
Regenthal for 10 years. Mr.
Mahemwal and the Kochhars said he
never missed a day’s work. He often
came early and once worked 40 hours
straight during a blizzard.

Mr. Mahemwal recalled his
colleague’s childlike glee around holi-
days. “He liked Christmas,” he said.
“He was always the first to put up
decorations.’’ Mr. Mahemwal said Mr.
Regenthal liked birthdays and made
the rest of the crew laugh when yearly
he prominently marked his own on
the office calendar: March 24. He
played those numbers daily in the
state lottery. “Two times, he hit the
box,’’ Mr. Mahemwal said, laughing.

Resident Nicole Harris worked with
him from her teen years until she was
30. “He was a sweetheart,’’ she said.
“After his wife died he lost some sparkle,
but he was still nice to everyone.”

Born with a heart problem, Mr.
Regenthal had his first open-heart sur-
gery at 16 and a second about 10 years
ago, when a pacemaker was inserted.
Mr. Mahemwal said he looked pale on
June 13, the day he died.

Co-workers urged him to rest but he
kept working, insisting he felt fine. He
even drove Mr. Mahemwal to the train
station in Edison that evening at 7:30
before going home, where he suffered
cardiac arrest a few hours later.

Donations can be made by stop-
ping at 7-Eleven, 921 Mountain Av-
enue; Chrone’s Tavern, 896 Moun-
tain Avenue or the Mountainside Deli,
895 Mountain Avenue.

from sports organizations and
neighborhood residents about the
fields in particular and the park in
general.

“I wanted to bring all the entities in
to get their input and advice as to how
to improve the fields,” Mr. Valian
said. Beyond that, he said, the park’s
tennis courts are cracked and may
need resurfacing, and the hockey rink
is “underused.”

Mr. Budiansky said he plans to
send residents a recreation survey in
the fall and would include questions
about Forest Road Park.

Mr. Valian said he would contact
representatives from local sports
leagues in the next few weeks in an
effort to set up another, more
substantive meeting.
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Forest Rd.

FW’s New Summer Park
Program Already Full
By TED RITTER

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Any doubts that
the borough’s recreation commission
may have had about community in-
terest in its completely revamped
“Summer Park” program have been
erased. At Tuesday night’s monthly
commission meeting, Recreation Di-
rector Bob Budiansky announced that
the new program is “pretty much sold
out.”

In light of decreasing enrollment
in recent years, the commission ear-
lier this year reorganized the old
drop-in-style summer playground
program at LaGrande Park to pro-
vide more structure and certified
teacher supervision for separate age
groups. The new program runs from
June 23 until August 3 at a cost of
$20 per week.

Parents and children apparently
liked the idea, Mr. Budiansky said;
all 50 spots for kids are full for each
of the program’s six weeks.

“People are begging to get in,” he
said. “This is why we’re looking for a
new assistant recreation director; it’s
overwhelming to handle this.”

The borough’s current assistant
director, Mary Pembridge, announced
her resignation last month, citing in-
creased demands of the part-time
position. However, she is staying on
board to manage the Summer Park
Program’s inaugural year.

Mr. Budiansky said the assistant
director job needs to be “restructured,”
and that the commission “hopes to
have someone in place by next sum-
mer.”

Commission member Phyllis
Mirabella said the position would be
a “great opportunity for a teacher
over the summer.” Mrs. Mirabella
also suggested having the assistant
director position restructured to only
run the summer program, and then
hiring a coordinator to run senior
citizen programs.

Currently, the assistant director is
responsible for both the summer and
senior programs.

Mr. Budiansky said the commis-
sion is “trying to get a grant” to
finance the senior coordinator posi-
tion, and he plans to meet with
Mayor Colleen Mahr about the re-
structuring of the assistant director
position.

In other business, borough council
liaison Joseph Higgins said he would
contact Borough Engineer Joe Pryor
regarding new state safety compli-
ance regulations that take effect on
October 18.

Mr. Budiansky said he would like
Mr. Pryor to inspect the borough’s
recreation equipment and facilities in
light of the regulations to determine
whether there are any “compliance
issues” that need to be addressed be-
fore the deadline.

Also, Mr. Budiansky showed off
parts of the commission’s new pub-
lic-address speaker system, which
will be used during special events,
including summer movie nights. He
tipped his hat to the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Recycling Associa-
tion for providing a $650 grant,
which covered about half of the
system’s cost.

The commission also heard a pre-
sentation from Tim Gordon of the
recently formed Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Lacrosse Club. He came to
the commission asking for potential
playing field space for practices and
games.

Noting that he likes the idea of a
local children’s lacrosse program, Mr.
Budiansky said, “We’ll give you any
of our free [playing field] time slots,

but you’re going to have to get in line
behind [sports] that are already es-
tablished.”

Mr. Budiansky and commission
members emphasized that playing
field time has become increasingly
hard with more youth sports teams
forming in recent years.

“Get your requests in for [field
space] in January or February,” Mr.
Budiansky said.

Mr. Gordon said the lacrosse club,
which is already affiliated with the
U.S. Lacrosse Association, plans to
offer practice clinics in the fall to
gauge interest; he said it would then
hopefully form teams and begin play-
ing games next spring.

Mr. Gordon said approximately
30 local kids now play lacrosse in
neighboring Westfield’s popular
program, and said “it’s about time”
that Scotch Plains and Fanwood
offer their own program. He said it
would be set up to “emulate”
Westfield’s program, with age-
grouped teams for boys and girls
from grades 3 to 8.

“We’re not trying to recruit or
convert [kids from playing other
sports],” said Mr. Gordon. “We want
to tap into the rich lacrosse tradi-
tion here.”

“I’m sure it’ll be successful,” said
commission Chairman Pam Sayles,
noting the increased popularity of
youth lacrosse in the area.

with regard to the schools, the bor-
ough could only control one part of
the problem.

“Scotch Plains, with whom we
share our district, is like a ball and
chain,” Mr. Zucker said. “They have
been developing much more rapidly
over there and flooding the system
with new students.”

Ms. Cleary also was worried about
whether the borough’s small police
and volunteer fire departments, and
the volunteer rescue squad, would be
able to handle such a large change in
density.

Elizabeth Weich-Kolts of Fourth
Street asked why incentives were be-
ing offered to people who probably
don’t need them. In her opinion, prop-
erty owners in the sending district are
wealthier and could afford the main-
tenance.

“If the goal is to revitalize the South
Avenue area, why aren’t any incen-
tives being given to the people that
live there?” she asked the board. “Now
we’re going to have to pay money to
be able to improve our homes?”

Mr. Slachetka said the purchase of
credits is strictly voluntary. Property
owners are still free to make im-
provements that conform to current
ordinance regulations without pur-
chasing any credits.

Borough Historic Preservation
Commission member David
Blechinger of North Avenue said most
homeowners in that area struggle to
maintain their properties because
“we’re not millionaires like [Ms.
Weich-Kolts] said.”

“I don’t know that I’d really par-
ticipate in the TDR program,” Mr.
Blechinger added, “but I like the idea
of voluntarily opting to do it rather
than mandated changes.”

Former Fanwood mayor Theodore
Trumpp of Arlene Court called for
further study before the board makes
any decision. He said too many resi-
dents are unaware of the proposal and
its implications. Additionally, Mr.
Trumpp questioned Mr. Donohoe’s
authority to make such recommenda-
tions, since he is not from this area.

“You’re from New Hampshire,” Mr.
Trumpp said. “What do you care?”

Kimberly Jackson of LaGrande Av-
enue agreed that there has not been a
sufficient level of communication be-
tween the borough and residents on
this issue. She echoed other residents’
requests for a fiscal analysis to deter-
mine the impact on the schools and
traffic.

“Plus, I don’t like the idea that
people on the other side of the train
tracks are deciding about the density
on our side,” Ms. Jackson said.

Joseph Nagy, a member of the His-
toric Preservation Commission, said
the public’s first real exposure to the
TDR program should not have been
“how we should do it, but if we should
do it.”

Sean Quinn of Pleasant Avenue
said he is looking forward to the revi-
talization of the downtown area and
thinks the borough should move for-
ward with the program.

“As a resident, I rarely enjoy our
downtown,” Mr. Quinn said. “I’d love
to get a cup of coffee downtown and
sit and read a newspaper.”

Mayor Colleen Mahr said this de-
sire was really “the whole thrust be-
hind this idea,” as she detailed prior
meetings held with residents. “At our
visioning sessions, we listened to what
the community wanted to see happen
and tried to gauge how much addi-
tional density people would be will-
ing to tolerate.”

Board member Jack Molenaar
agreed with the mayor, saying that,
from what he could ascertain, resi-
dents seemed to want nice stores
downtown, but no extra traffic or ad-
ditional children in the school sys-
tem.

“An increase in development will
increase traffic,” he said. “We just
have to find the right balance.”

Mr. Molenaar also asked the board
and residents to consider the big pic-
ture.

“Think not only about what we
want Fanwood to look like now, but
what we want it to look like 50 years
from now as well,” he said. “Do we
really want to leave historic preserva-
tion up to chance?”

After additional discussion, the
board agreed to further examine the
current proposal. Mr. Slachetka will
remove the non-contributing proper-
ties from the proposal, as well as the
13 properties that lie outside the his-
toric district. In doing so, the board
said, it hopes to achieve a more ac-
ceptable balance of credits between
the sending and receiving districts.
The board also may reevaluate the
districts themselves, perhaps reduc-
ing their size.

The public hearing will continue
on Monday, July 16, at 7:30 p.m.

The board also approved the agenda
for its regular meeting on Wednes-
day, June 27, at 7:30 p.m.
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Jenna Nierstedt for The Westfield Leader
MEMORIAL...The Montainside 7-Eleven set up a makeshift memorial to long-
time employee John Regenthal, who passed away last week. Patrons have shared
memories of Mr. Regenthal and have donated about $2,500 (as of press time) to
help pay for his funeral expenses. Inset: Mr. Regenthal.

FW Dem. Club Invites
Public to Meeting

FANWOOD – The Fanwood
Democratic Club invites the public to
an open meeting of the club this
Monday, June 25, at 7 p.m. at Forest
Road Park.

Residents are invited to talk one
on one with Mayor Colleen Mahr
and their other elected officials on a
wide range of topics: hear the latest
news on the downtown development,
learn about Fanwood’s new “Go
Green” initiatives, discuss upcom-
ing storm sewer upgrades, road im-
provements and the expansion of
recreational activities for seniors and
young people.

For more information, call Bill
Populus at (908) 789-7577.

Westfield
Tuesday, June 12, Julio Moran, 46, of

Westfield was arrested at East Broad and
Elm Streets and charged with driving while
intoxicated (DWI). He was held pending
release to a responsible individual.

Thursday, June 14, Yoram Friedman,
34, of Westfield was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on an outstanding
Hillside traffic warrant. He was released
after posting $50 bail.

Friday, June 15, Max Sussman, 22, of
Hoboken was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop at Central and Lenox Avenues
and charged with possession of opium,
possession of Adderall (amphetamine),
possession of less than 50 grams of mari-
juana and possession of drug paraphernalia.
He was released on his own recognizance
with summonses with a June 22 court date.

Friday, June 15, Justin Palentckar, 18,
of Westfield was arrested and charged
with possession of less than 50 grams of
marijuana and possession of drug para-
phernalia following an investigation in the
1400 block of Boynton Avenue. He was
released on his own recognizance with
summonses pending a court date to be set.

Sunday, June 17, Joseph C. Santos, 23,
of Westfield was arrested at the intersec-
tion of Central Avenue and Grove Street
after he allegedly burglarized a motor
vehicle in the 200 block of Myrtle Av-
enue and attempted to enter two others.

According to police, the owner of the
vehicle witnessed the break-in and alerted
authorities, providing them with a de-
scription of the individual involved.

Police said they found Santos, who
they said matched the description they
were given, standing behind a building at
Central and Grove. Authorities said the
victim positively identified Santos as the
man he had seen.

Santos was charged with one count of
burglary to a motor vehicle, two counts of
criminal attempt to burglarize motor ve-
hicles, theft and hindering apprehension.

He is alleged to have removed $3.50 in
change and a lighter from the victim’s car
and to have provided police with a false
name. Santos was detained at the Westfield
Police Department’s holding facility pend-
ing the setting of bail.

Fanwood
Tuesday, June 12, a 16-year-old juvenile

from Newark was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop and charged with numerous
motor vehicle violations and obstruction
for providing police with false information.

Bridget M. Parsons, 18, of Lawnside, a
passenger in the vehicle was also arrested
and charged with for hindering arrest and
various other motor vehicle summons
after she and the juvenile attempted to
switch seats after the stop, police said.

Tuesday, June 12, William J. Torres,
22, of Highland Park was arrested and
charged with criminal mischief, defiant
trespassing and resisting arrest after be-
ing observed by police spray-painting
graffiti under a railroad bridge. Accord-
ing to police, Torres led police on a foot
pursuit before being apprehended.

Tuesday, June 12, a 14-year old juve-
nile from Scotch Plains was arrested fol-
lowing a field investigation and charged
with possession of drug paraphernalia.

Thursday, June 14, Thomas J. Kubacz,
32, of Parlin was arrested and charged
with DWI after a motor vehicle stop on
Terrill Road at 2:21 a.m. for speeding.

Friday, June 15, Prescilla I. Aguirre,
22, of Fords was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop on South Avenue at 2:55 a.m.
and charged with DWI.

Sunday, June 17. Lorrie A. Mortarulo,

40, of Westfield was arrested and charged
with possession of a controlled danger-
ous substance (CDS) and possession of
drug paraphernalia after a motor vehicle
stop on North Avenue at 1:54 a.m.

Monday, June 18, Marcus J. Dockery,
22, of Fayeteville, NC was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on North Avenue
for an outstanding Scotch Plains warrant.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, June 12 a student at the Union

County Vocational-Technical Schools
reported that someone stole his computer
out of his unlocked locker. According to
police, the computer was valued at $1,500.

Tuesday, June 12, a resident of Sleepy
Hollow Lane reported that someone
smashed her mailbox.

Wednesday, June 13, Raymell Stanley,
23, of Plainfield was arrested for an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle stop.

Wednesday, June 13, a resident of Sy-
camore Avenue reported that someone
opened a credit card in his name and made
several thousand dollars worth of unau-
thorized purchases.

Thursday, June 14, Rondell Palmer, 27,
of Hillside was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop for an outstanding warrant.

Friday, June 15, Gary Brown, 52, of
Scotch Plains was arrested and charged
with possession of CDS following a mo-
tor vehicle stop for a violation. Brown
was transported to the Union County jail,
where he is being held on $25,000 bail.

Saturday, June 16, a resident of Terrill
Road reported that someone entered his
vehicle and removed several CDs valued
at approximately $75.

Mountainside
Tuesday, June 12, Rhashon S. Leeks,

29, of East Orange was arrested and
charged with with criminal mischief, ag-
gravated assault and resisting arrest after
leading several agencies on a high-speed
pursuit, police said. Lavar A. Griffin, 29,
of Newark, a passenger in the vehicle was
also arrested and charged with eluding
police and aggravated assault.

According to police, officers were po-
sitioned on Route 22 awaiting the vehicle
after being alerted by Scotch Plains Po-
lice Department. Leeks was observed trav-
eling at a high rate of speed with his lights
off at 10:30 p.m., police said. Leeks struck
the rear of a patrol car before spinning
around and hitting the car again.

Police said the vehicle lost two rear
wheels, but the suspect continued to drive,
eventually crashing into a utility pole, po-
lice said. According to police, the suspects
fled on foot before eventually being appre-
hended with the assistance of Scotch Plains
and North Plainfield police officers. Both
suspects were transported to the Union
County jail pending bail, police said.

Tuesday, June 12, Wilson Fernando
Barrer, 22, of Plainfield was arrested and
charged with driving without a license
and failure to provide identification.

Friday, June 15, Andre S. Smith, 48, of
Orange was arrested at the Essex County
jail and charged with an outstanding war-
rant in the amount of $1,164. According to
police, Smith also had an outstanding war-
rant out of Elizabeth in the amount of $741.

Friday, June 15, Frankie Noel, 37, of
Plainfield was arrested for an outstanding
warrant in the amount of $1,260.

Friday, June 15, Tehran M. Brown, 27,
of Clarksville, VA was arrested and
charged with soliciting without a permit
on Tanglewood Lane.

Sunday, June 17, Cindy Oduro, 37, of
Newark was arrested and charged with
displaying fictitious plates and driving
without a license.


