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POLICE BLOTTER

the 2006-2007 school year and its
progress in achieving them, the board
developed five district goals for the
2007-2008 school year.

They are as follows: increased stu-
dent achievement, staff development,
curriculum development, improved
financial planning and facility man-
agement. Student achievement and
staff development will include a fo-
cus on special-education services.

To achieve the goals, board mem-
bers agreed they would need to con-
tinue to look for opportunities to im-
prove school facilities, advance dia-
logue between Mountainside and
Berkeley Heights, where borough
teenagers attend Governor Livingston
High School, stress test-score im-
provement and manage monetary ef-
ficiencies.

The board also set two goals for its
own operation. Board members said
they would like to improve their use
of technology to become paperless in
communicating at meetings.

Board members said they hoped to
adjust to and comply with the New
Jersey Quality Single Accountability
Continuum (QSAC), a new system
for examining district performance.

QSAC provides benchmarks for
school-district performance in the

areas of personnel, instruction and
programs, operations, fiscal manage-
ment and board governance. A board-
appointed committee has to mail its
district performance review by No-
vember 15 to seek QSAC approval by
January 30, officials said.

The last item on the agenda was a
discussion of the proposed commu-
nity center on school property. After
receiving an aerial drawing of the
plan, Mr. Perrin wrote a letter to the
borough stating some concerns.

Borough Administrator James
Debbie responded by calling the draw-
ings “exploratory, and preliminary at
best” and asked the BOE for a resolu-
tion to commit to the project. At its
Saturday meeting, the BOE decided
not to sign a resolution at that time.

“We’re a governing body whose
mission is to provide for a wonderful
education and safe facilities for our
kids and our professionals that work
in Mountainside,” Mr. Perrin said.
“And while we have a desire to work
with the other governing body of
Mountainside for a recreation center,
in order for us to get behind a project,
a level of documentation is
required…so that the Mountainside
BOE can understand the true impact
on the property.”
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MS Board of Ed. Sets Goals

MS Planning Board Reviews
Water Runoff in Two Cases

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — During its
meeting last Thursday, water runoff
was the Mountainside planning
board’s main concern for the two
cases proposing subdivisions. Both
cases remain active before the board.

A subdivision that would create
three single-family homes on Dunn
Parkway, planned by property owner
Timothy Shea, remains under review
because of the proposal’s intention to
tap into a 42-inch pipe that traverses
storm water into Nomahegan Brook.

Borough engineer Michael Disko
said the connecting pipe would not
support extra water from a storm and
a secondary line would ease the po-
tential problem.

“There’s an easy solution to this –
put in the bypass,” said Mr. Disko.

Mr. Shea’s attorney Joseph Paparo
said he was opposed to that proposal.

“I cannot agree on behalf of my
client to go above and beyond the
applicable standards. I would be jeop-
ardizing his interests,” he said.

Board Chairman John Tamaine sug-
gested that Mr. Disko and Mr. Shea’s
engineer, Robert Freud, meet privately
to discuss their disagreements to help
move the application along.

Subsequently, Mr. Tamaine said, “I
would also propose that the board
retain an engineer separate from Mr.
Disko (for the application).”

Mr. Disko, and thereafter the board,
did not concur.

Mr. Freud testified that a bypass
would signify an amendment to their
Department of Environmental Pro-
tection (DEP) application. He also
said a bypass would not be necessary
based on his firm’s study.

“I stand by the study that was done
by my firm,” he said.

“With conditions changing, you
need to analyze the 42-inch (pipe)
again,” Mr. Disko said. “We’ve had a
series of problems, and I think to your
credit you’ve changed and tried to
make your design better.”

“I don’t think you’ve adequately
handled disposal of and prevented
runoff problems into communities,”
he continued.

Mr. Disko previously laid out

longstanding concerns from area resi-
dents regarding runoff: a drainage
design that does not protect adjacent
Mountainside and Westfield proper-
ties, an increase of total groundwater
and surface water flow that would
occur if the currently wooded site is
clear cut,and the need for additional
pipes to be installed to prevent these
occurrences.

Westfield resident Allen Solomon
testified that flooding is an existing
concern by presenting six photos of
his backyard and neighborhood. He
voiced his anxiety over the possible
effects of additional floodwater from
the new development.

Two other residents also testified
about the current flooding issues.

The two-and-a-half-hour hearing
concluded with an agreement to ar-
range a private meeting between Mr.
Disko and Mr. Freud. Officials said that
after that, the board would determine
how to proceed with the application.

In other business, the board re-
viewed a subdivision proposed for a
property intersecting Mary Allen Lane
and Mary Allen Way. The applicant,
David Meltzer, addressed flooding
issues with a planned, professionally
designed drainage system proposed
for the property.

Michael Lanzafama, an engineer
representing the applicant, illustrated
his plans to incorporate three catch
basins that would intercept runoff
from the property and direct it to a
trench that would detain the water in
an underground storage system.

“They’re taking major steps to con-
trol the runoff,” board member
Theodore Zawislak said.

Jean Lord, a Mountainside resi-
dent of 25 years, voiced his concerns
regarding what he termed “Niagara
Falls” – the water cascading down the
steep ridge off of Mary Allen Lane
and onto his property.

Mr. Lanzafama also addressed a
planned relocation of the driveway.

The Meltzer application hearing will
continue at the board’s July 12 meeting.

KMD Tuning, a new business
planned for 204 Summit Roard, re-
scheduled its hearing to August 9 due
to the extended length of last
Thursday’s meeting.

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader
RUNNING WATER...Borough engineer Michael Disko, top center, discusses his
concerns with water runoff from a new subdivision on Dunn Parkway onto
neighboring communities at the Mountainside planning board’s meeting last week.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader
PROVIDING HOPE…The Center for Hope Hospice & Palliative Care Auxiliary
in Scotch Plains held its fourth annual wine tasting and silent auction fundraiser
Monday night at the Northside Trattoria in Westfield. Pictured, from left to right,
are: Donna Dooley, co-chairman of the wine tasting committee; Helga Thomas,
president of the Center for Hope Hospice Auxiliary; Tim and Chris Boyle, owners
of Northside Trattoria; Jeannette Dietz, co-chairwoman of the wine committee,
and Monica Bergin, co-chairwoman of the wine tasting committee and treasurer
of the Center for Hope Hospice Auxiliary.

Ward, 40, is already serving one life
sentence for the 2000 murder of a
Montana man. Craig Petrich, 43, of
Montana, was reportedly robbed,
beaten and shot to death in Montana
on October 16, 2000. The life sentence
in Arkansas is intended to keep Ward
behind bars should he be released early
from his Montana jail time.

Ward was officially charged for the
murder last spring, after authorities
announced in June 2005 that he had
been linked to the Laurite murder
through DNA evidence.

DNA also has linked Ward to two
other murders in 2000. Jackie Travis,
49, was beaten to death in her in
Merced, Calif., apartment on Decem-
ber 7; Ward has been charged in the
homicide of Shela Polly, 32, in Ravalli
County, Mont., on December 30.

“My sincere thanks and gratitude
go to all law enforcement agencies
that were responsible for the identifi-
cation and apprehension of this killer,”
Ms. DiBenedetto said.
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could only afford one viewing, held
Sunday afternoon to an overflowing
crowd at Corey-Ragan Funeral Home
in Rahway. There was no official
burial or funeral. Mr. Regenthal’s rela-
tives, unaware of the fundraising un-
til Sunday, said they were moved
when one person after another paid
respects and offered help.

Despite his humble lifestyle, Mr.
Regenthal was generous almost to a
fault. He didn’t hesitate when a local
Girl Scout peddled cookies earlier
this year, buying eight boxes.

“That’s the way he was. Every cus-
tomer loved him,” said Sam
Mahemwal, who worked with Mr.
Regenthal for 10 years. Mr.
Mahemwal and the Kochhars said he
never missed a day’s work. He often
came early and once worked 40 hours
straight during a blizzard.

Mr. Mahemwal recalled his
colleague’s childlike glee around holi-
days. “He liked Christmas,” he said.
“He was always the first to put up
decorations.’’ Mr. Mahemwal said Mr.
Regenthal liked birthdays and made
the rest of the crew laugh when yearly
he prominently marked his own ev-
ery year on March 24 on the office
calendar. He played those numbers
daily in the state lottery. “Two times,
he hit the box,’’ Mr. Mahemwal said,
laughing.

Resident Nicole Harris worked with
him from her teen years until she was
30. “He was a sweetheart,’’ she said.
“After his wife died he lost some
sparkle, but he was still nice to every-
one.”

Born with a heart problem, Mr.
Regenthal had his first open-heart sur-
gery at 16 and a second about 10 years
ago when a pacemaker was inserted.
Mr. Mahemwal said he looked pale on
June 13, the day he died.

Co-workers urged him to rest but he
kept working, insisting he felt fine. He
even drove Mr. Mahemwal to the train
station in Edison that evening at 7:30
before going home, where he suffered
cardiac arrest a few hours later.

Donations can be made by stop-
ping at 7-Eleven, 921 Mountain Av-
enue; Chrone’s Tavern, 896 Moun-
tain Avenue or the Mountainside Deli,
895 Mountain Avenue.
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7-Eleven’s John Regenthal

neering and civil engineering, medi-
ated the discussions.

Mr. Meth said he and the committee
wanted to make sure they addressed
the issues residents care about and that
the decisions they made would not
yield negative consequences. Rather
than interfering with the aesthetics of
the areas in question, the solutions
must be appropriate to each individual
neighborhood, he said.

The committee first addressed the
intersections of Boulevard and Park
Avenue and Boulevard and South
Avenue. These areas see 20 to 30
children in the morning and 50 to 60
in the afternoon crossing the street
on their way to and from school.
People driving on Park Avenue at the
same times frequently ignore stop
signs, creating a danger zone, offi-
cials said.

To control the speed and volume
of this traffic, one suggested solu-
tion was to place a left-hand turn
signal at South and Central Avenue.
Police enforcement, while unpopu-
lar with some residents in atten-
dance, was also cited as effective.
Multiple residents acknowledged
the historic value of the commu-
nity, eliminating the possibility of
rumble strips, which they said cause
noise and disruption.

The committee also discussed Me-
morial Pool Complex, including
Scotch Plains Avenue between West
Broad Street and South Avenue. Con-
cerns included visibility at Scotch
Plains and South Avenues, speeding
on Cumberland and Downer Streets,
the crosswalk at Florence Avenue and
the lack of a sidewalk for children
walking to school.

Marian Avenue was cited as the
most problematic area because of the

traffic volume, speeding and overflow
parking in the vicinity of the pool and
soccer field. Residents agreed that a
traffic light at West Broad Street and
Marian Avenue is necessary.

Residents spoke about the intersec-
tion of Lenox and Stanley Avenue.
Some of the problems in this area are
caused by obstructions, speeding and
distractions such as cell phones and
car radios, residents said. Putting
rumble strips on both streets was sug-
gested but discouraged because of the
noise it would create, especially if the
rumble strips are ignored and traffic
does not slow down.

One resident proposed a four-way
stop, but officials said that would
create confusion because of New Jer-
sey state laws and the complicated
procedure to get approval. Addition-
ally, multiple people mentioned prob-
lems caused by parking on Lenox and
Euclid Avenue, as well as heavy traf-
fic at Tremont and Stanley Avenue.

A ccording to the committee, about
1,600 cars come through Rahway Av-
enue between Summit Court and Lam-
berts Mill Road during peak hours.
Some problems mentioned were the
lack of a place to cross the street at St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church,
speeding on Summit Court and turn-
ing left onto Rahway Avenue. Resi-
dents suggested putting up a “Chil-
dren Crossing” sign and a second stop
sign at Summit Avenue and Summit
Court to make drivers more aware.
Speed humps were also cited as a
possibility, as was narrowing Summit
Court near Arthur Place.

“It’s very easy to do something, but
it’s very difficult to do the right thing,”
Mr. Meth said. He added, “We’re
here to listen to you about what your
specific concerns and questions are.”
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Westfield Traffic Hot Spots

Westfield
Tuesday, June 12, Julio Moran, 46, of

Westfield was arrested at East Broad and
Elm Streets and charged with driving while
intoxicated (DWI). He was held pending
release to a responsible individual.

Thursday, June 14, Yoram Friedman,
34, of Westfield was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on an outstanding
Hillside traffic warrant. He was released
after posting $50 bail.

Friday, June 15, Max Sussman, 22, of
Hoboken was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop at Central and Lenox Avenues
and charged with possession of opium,
possession of Adderall (amphetamine),
possession of less than 50 grams of mari-
juana and possession of drug paraphernalia.
He was released on his own recognizance
with summonses with a June 22 court date.

Friday, June 15, Justin Palentckar, 18,
of Westfield was arrested and charged
with possession of less than 50 grams of
marijuana and possession of drug para-
phernalia following an investigation in the
1400 block of Boynton Avenue. He was
released on his own recognizance with
summonses pending a court date to be set.

Sunday, June 17, Joseph C. Santos, 23,
of Westfield was arrested at the intersec-
tion of Central Avenue and Grove Street
after he allegedly burglarized a motor
vehicle in the 200 block of Myrtle Av-
enue and attempted to enter two others.

According to police, the owner of the
vehicle witnessed the break-in and alerted
authorities, providing them with a de-
scription of the individual involved.

Police said they found Santos, who
they said matched the description they
were given, standing behind a building at
Central and Grove. Authorities said the
victim positively identified Santos as the
man he had seen.

Santos was charged with one count of
burglary to a motor vehicle, two counts of
criminal attempt to burglarize motor ve-
hicles, theft and hindering apprehension.

He is alleged to have removed $3.50 in
change and a lighter from the victim’s car
and to have provided police with a false
name. Santos was detained at the Westfield
Police Department’s holding facility pend-
ing the setting of bail.

Fanwood
Tuesday, June 12, a 16-year-old juvenile

from Newark was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop and charged with numerous
motor vehicle violations and obstruction
for providing police with false information.

Bridget M. Parsons, 18, of Lawnside, a
passenger in the vehicle was also arrested
and charged with for hindering arrest and
various other motor vehicle summons
after she and the juvenile attempted to
switch seats after the stop, police said.

Tuesday, June 12, William J. Torres,
22, of Highland Park was arrested and
charged with criminal mischief, defiant
trespassing and resisting arrest after be-
ing observed by police spray-painting
graffiti under a railroad bridge. Accord-
ing to police, Torres led police on a foot
pursuit before being apprehended.

Tuesday, June 12, a 14-year old juve-
nile from Scotch Plains was arrested fol-
lowing a field investigation and charged
with possession of drug paraphernalia.

Thursday, June 14, Thomas J. Kubacz,
32, of Parlin was arrested and charged
with DWI after a motor vehicle stop on
Terrill Road at 2:21 a.m. for speeding.

Friday, June 15, Prescilla I. Aguirre,
22, of Fords was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop on South Avenue at 2:55 a.m.
and charged with DWI.

Sunday, June 17. Lorrie A. Mortarulo,
40, of Westfield was arrested and charged
with possession of a controlled danger-
ous substance (CDS) and possession of
drug paraphernalia after a motor vehicle
stop on North Avenue at 1:54 a.m.

Monday, June 18, Marcus J. Dockery,
22, of Fayeteville, NC was arrested follow-

ing a motor vehicle stop on North Avenue
for an outstanding Scotch Plains warrant.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, June 12 a student at the Union

County Vocational-Technical Schools
reported that someone stole his computer
out of his unlocked locker. According to
police, the computer was valued at $1,500.

Tuesday, June 12, a resident of Sleepy
Hollow Lane reported that someone
smashed her mailbox.

Wednesday, June 13, Raymell Stanley,
23, of Plainfield was arrested for an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle stop.

Wednesday, June 13, a resident of Sy-
camore Avenue reported that someone
opened a credit card in his name and made
several thousand dollars worth of unau-
thorized purchases.

Thursday, June 14, Rondell Palmer, 27,
of Hillside was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop for an outstanding warrant.

Friday, June 15, Gary Brown, 52, of
Scotch Plains was arrested and charged
with possession of CDS following a mo-
tor vehicle stop for a violation. Brown
was transported to the Union County jail,
where he is being held on $25,000 bail.

Saturday, June 16, a resident of Terrill
Road reported that someone entered his
vehicle and removed several CDs valued
at approximately $75.

Mountainside
Tuesday, June 12, Rhashon S. Leeks,

29, of East Orange was arrested and
charged with with criminal mischief, ag-
gravated assault and resisting arrest after
leading several agencies on a high-speed
pursuit, police said. Lavar A. Griffin, 29,
of Newark, a passenger in the vehicle was
also arrested and charged with eluding
police and aggravated assault.

According to police, officers were po-
sitioned on Route 22 awaiting the vehicle
after being alerted by Scotch Plains Po-
lice Department. Leeks was observed trav-
eling at a high rate of speed with his lights
off at 10:30 p.m., police said. Leeks struck
the rear of a patrol car before spinning
around and hitting the car again.

Police said the vehicle lost two rear
wheels, but the suspect continued to drive,
eventually crashing into a utility pole, po-
lice said. According to police, the suspects
fled on foot before eventually being appre-
hended with the assistance of Scotch Plains
and North Plainfield police officers. Both
suspects were transported to the Union
County jail pending bail, police said.

Tuesday, June 12, Wilson Fernando
Barrer, 22, of Plainfield was arrested and
charged with driving without a license
and failure to provide identification.

Friday, June 15, Andre S. Smith, 48, of
Orange was arrested at the Essex County
jail and charged with an outstanding war-
rant in the amount of $1,164. According to
police, Smith also had an outstanding war-
rant out of Elizabeth in the amount of $741.

Friday, June 15, Frankie Noel, 37, of
Plainfield was arrested for an outstanding
warrant in the amount of $1,260.

Friday, June 15, Tehran M. Brown, 27,
of Clarksville, VA was arrested and
charged with soliciting without a permit
on Tanglewood Lane.

Sunday, June 17, Cindy Oduro, 37, of
Newark was arrested and charged with
displaying fictitious plates and driving
without a license.

looking at numbers that were not that
different.”

The board decided to investigate
options such as hiring part-time fac-
ulty to help diminish class sizes in
Roosevelt. The board will address the
topic again at its June 26 meeting.

At the start of the meeting, the
board paid tribute to Lynn Muir and
Susan Kolesar as WHS Teachers of
the Year.

Ms. Muir, who is currently an ad-
ministrative intern at WHS, will be-
gin her position as assistant principal
effective July 1.

The school’s Parent-Teacher-Stu-
dent Organization nominated Ms.
Kolesar, a health educator at WHS
since 1996, for the award.
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Mountainside Moves Ahead
on Underage Drinking Policies

By JENNA NIERSTEDT
and JOHN SKOWRONSKI

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — At its June
19 regular session, the borough coun-
cil approved an ordinance to prohibit
any person under legal age from know-
ingly possessing or consuming an al-
coholic beverage on private property.

At last week’s work session, acting
Mayor Keith Turner said that even if
a parent gives permission for a child
to drink, he or she must be present.

Following a November 2006 party
bust in which a town resident was ar-
rested and charged with making his
home available to people under the age
of 21 to consume alcoholic beverages
and providing alcohol to minors,
Mountainside discussed strengthening
its present law. At the time of the inci-
dent, Mountainside law only applied to
underage drinking on public property.

There was no public comment upon
the reading.

In other business, the council
adopted an ordinance authorizing Rec-
reation Department Director Frank
Masella to submit applications for a
Kids Recreational Trust Fund Grant.

The grant would be used to retrofit
the toddler playground between the
senior softball field and the Church
of Our Lady of Lourdes School.

During last week’s work session
Mr. Masella called the current struc-
ture “slide intensive” and said the sur-
face area is “not usable anymore” be-
cause it has turned to dirt. He said the
department would like to add climb-
ing areas and a circuit playground,
which is similar to an obstacle course.

Although the department plans to
submit the applications, the installation
of any new equipment cannot occur
until spring 2008 when the funding first
becomes available. Beginning on Oc-
tober 18, however, all the existing equip-
ment will have to be removed, as it will

no longer be code compliant. 
The council passed an ordinance

supporting Mountainside Youth Base-
ball in its desire to install a scoreboard
for soccer and baseball at the Pony
League Field at Deerfield School.

During the work session, council
members noted that the exact loca-
tion of the board has not been deter-
mined and that the impact of the field
lights on neighboring residents will
need to be reviewed.

Installation of the scoreboard,
which was donated by Al Faella of
the Ryan Faella Memorial Founda-
tion, still needs to be reviewed by
Borough Engineer Mike Disko and
the board of adjustment.

In a related issue, the council adopted
an ordinance that regulates the use of
all lighted fields in the borough, with
the exception of the youth baseball
field. The original ordinance only cov-
ered the field at Borough Hall.

Unanticipated 2007 revenue was rec-
ognized in the amount of $848.39, fol-
lowing the town’s receipt of funding
from the Clean Community Program.

During the public portion of the
meeting, Karrie Kelly of Ridge Drive
asked about the town ordinance gov-
erning ice cream trucks because she
would like to have a vendor at her
son’s birthday party.

Mr. Turner said that the council agreed
at its executive session on June 13 not to
change the original ordinance, which
prohibits ice cream vendors from sell-
ing their products in the borough.

The council said she could contact
the police department to get a waiver,
allowing the vendor to attend the event.

“If they are coming to your house
for a party, it’s no different than hir-
ing a clown,” said Mr. Turner.

Prior to leaving the podium, Ms.
Kelly commented that she believed
no ice cream truck vendors would
come to Mountainside.

Eagle Scout candidate Andy
Davidson gave a presentation to the
council on cleaning up Mindowaskin
Park. A Boy Scout in Troop 73, Andy
plans for his Eagle Scout project to
establish more “convenient” and “no-
ticeable” receptacles for dog waste.
The cans would have either a metal or
wooden box attached to them con-
taining bags.

Mayor Andy Skibitsky advised the
prospective Eagle Scout to confer
with Administrator Jim Gildea and
return to the council with a final plan.
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David Samsky for The Westfield Leader; courtesy of Jim Foerst
GRAND OLD (KICKOFF) PARTY…Two Republican Westfield council incum-
bents kicked off their reelection campaigns last weekend. Above, Second Ward
Councilwoman Jo Ann Neylan held a kickoff party at her house last weekend.
From left to right, are Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-21), former Second Ward
Councilman Matt Albano, campaign manager Deirdre Malacrea, Mrs. Neylan,
Mayor Andy Skibitsky and First Ward Councilman Pete Echausse, who is not
seeking re-election. Below, Westfield Mayor Skibitsky jokes with supporters
during Saturday’s re-election fundraiser for Fourth Ward Councilman Jim
Foerst, right. Also pictured is Keith Loughlin, center.


