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MS BOE Prioritizes Goals
For 2007-2008 School Year

By JENNA NIERSTEDT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — At its an-
nual goal-setting retreat Saturday
morning, Mountainside’s Board of
Education prioritized its plans for
expending the remainder of the Union
County Regional School District’s
dissolution money. Board members
agreed to put half of the revenue
toward special projects and the other
half in an emergency account to re-
place the boilers at Deerfield Elemen-
tary School in the near future.

Joann Borin, a New Jersey School
Boards Association (NJSBA) field
service representative, helped con-
duct the meeting and assisted board
members in developing goals for the
district.

Due to restrictions on the dissolu-
tion funds, Chief School Administra-
tor Richard O’Malley said the board
needed to discuss how it receives the
money and later, how it is used.

After meeting with the county su-
perintendent of schools and business
administrator last month, Mr.
O’Malley told the board it made sense
to invest the money and accrue inter-
est because the legislation that goes
into effect at the end of the 2007-
2008 school year would benefit the
existing fund. Then, the board could
transfer the money into different types
of accounts such as a maintenance
account or an emergency fund.

Once this plan is put in writing, Mr.
O’Malley said, two independent au-
thorities – the county superintendent
and an auditor – could tell the board
whether it is legally correct and fis-

cally sound to prevent any penaliza-
tion.

“What the board has as priorities
for the money affects where we can
place it,” he said. “This is what’s
important about having these kinds
of dialogues, that everyone needs to
feel what’s important and come to-
gether.”

Board members agreed their top
three priorities for the dissolution
money were establishing a library/
media center at Deerfield School,
improving the doors in the school’s
entrance and updating the bathrooms
that no longer comply with code re-
quirements.

Although board member Ray
Haggar made a strong case for win-
dow replacement, BOE President
John Perrin and Vice President
Marybeth Schaumberg suggested a
post-dissolution, future referendum
for a district-wide window replace-
ment.

“You need to be careful that what-
ever you are going to do in year one,
that you’re going to be able to get the
same windows when you’re out there
in year six,” Mr. Perrin said.

Ms. Schaumberg said other sug-
gestions should be put into a long-
term facility plan.

“I think as a training session, we
have seen a board that really works
well together and makes good deci-
sions in a very friendly atmosphere,
and I think that that’s a nice thing to
see,” Ms. Borin said following the
discussion.

After reviewing its six goals from
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Montana Man Gets Life for
2000 Murder of SP Woman
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By ALLISON GIBBONS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS – Ronald James
Ward was sentenced Thursday in Ar-
kansas to a life sentence for the sexual
assault and murder of former Scotch
Plains resident Kristin Laurite.

The murder occurred almost seven
years ago, on August 26, 2000, when
Ms. Laurite was driving through Ar-

kansas to California to join her boy-
friend. Authorities discovered her
nude body near a rest stop along In-
terstate 40 in Conway County. She
had been raped and stabbed 11 times,
authorities said.

“I have been waiting for this day
for almost seven years. Finally, jus-
tice will be served for the brutal mur-
der of my daughter, Kristin. Although
the pain never goes away, I will fi-
nally get some peace of mind know-
ing that this predator will never again
be a part of society,” Lynn
DiBenedetto said in a letter to The
Westfield Leader.

Ward entered a “no-contest” plea
to the murder, Prosecutor Tom Tatum
said when The Leader reached him
for comment last Wednesday.

He said Laurite’s family was “sur-
prised and pleased (by the no-contest
plea). It’s coming to the end for them.”

At the sentencing, Mr. Tatum said
Mr. Ward could be seen as emotional
at times. Ms. DiBenedetto “made a
very appropriate speech about her
loss, and hopefully Mr. Ward under-
stands their loss,” Mr. Tatum said.

Community Mourns Passing
Of 7-Eleven’s John Regenthal

By DEBRA DOWLING
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – His niece re-
calls the oddball way he dressed last
month as he sipped a Piña Colada in
the Florida sunshine: tank top, blue
shorts, black knee socks and black,
polished dress shoes. “That was Uncle
John,” said Gina Ottenstein, laugh-
ing.

Customers of 7-Eleven on Moun-
tain Avenue in Mountainside remem-
ber a cheerful man who gave people a
ride, scolded some for smoking too
much and, in one case, amiably
warned a woman who had stopped
drinking to stay out of bars.

His siblings remember a little boy
who followed them everywhere when
they were growing up in Elizabeth.
“We used to call him ‘little puppy.’
You couldn’t help but love him,” said
his sister, Sara Ottenstein. “Everyone
said that.”

John Regenthal, 56, of Kenilworth,
a fixture at the convenience store since
1985, died suddenly of heart failure
last week.

“I was very upset when I heard. I
sat in my car and said a few prayers,”
said local resident John Brown. “We
had a five-minute friendship every-
day for 22 years. Sometimes I’d go
back a second time and get another
five minutes out of him.” Mr. Brown,
a longtime member of the
Mountainside Fire Department, re-
members coming in after battling a
blaze or another emergency. “John
would say, ‘What happened over
there?’ He already knew all about it.’’

The unofficial town crier, many
joked how Mr. Regenthal was always
the first to know. He worked the reg-
ister but knew the store inside out,
said owners Rajiv and Sarita Kochhar,

who bought the business in 1994.
“He was like a rock, like part of the
store,” said Mr. Kochhar. “It’s a very,
very personal loss to both of us. All
the customers tell me they’re going to
miss him so much. He was an excep-
tionally good person.”

About 15 years ago, Mr. Regenthal
and his wife Felicia lived in their car
for a year after losing their apart-
ment. Mr. Regenthal did not broad-
cast it, but a Volkswagen packed with
two adults, belongings and three or
four cats was hard to miss.

Mrs. Regenthal, who also worked
at 7-Eleven, died in 1999.

More recently, Mr. Regenthal lived
in Kenilworth with his sister, Sara
Ottenstein, and barely scraped by. He
had no life insurance and his family is
struggling to pay funeral costs. In
response, the Kochhars set up a dona-
tion box in 7-Eleven that has been
bulging ever since.

“We had a rapport from the get-go.
He was one of those guys that liked to
bust on people and play games,” said
David Murray, who works in the area.

To date, about $2,000 has been
raised, but $5,000 more is needed to
pay the funeral expenses. The family

Residents Give Input on Alleviating
Traffic ‘Hot Spots’ in Westfield

By LIZA KATZ
Specially Written for the Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Town residents
gave their input Monday night on im-
proving traffic and pedestrian safety at
four so-called traffic “hot spots.”

The two-hour meeting in the com-
munity room of the Westfield Munici-
pal Building, conducted by the town
council’s Public Safety, Transporta-
tion and Parking Committee, was
chaired by Councilman Mark
Ciarrocca and included council and
committee members Tom Bigosinski,
Jim Foerst and JoAnn Neylan. Volun-
teers Dave Cappiello, Mary Cannacho,
Gary Strano and Rich Elbert of the
Citizens Traffic Safety Advisory Com-
mittee also attended the meeting.

Mr. Ciarrocca cited the importance
of residents’ opinions on how to solve
traffic problems in their neighbor-
hoods. He suggested a gradual, incre-

mental approach. For example, the
temporary curbing at Lawrence and
Dudley Avenues was an inexpensive
solution that is helping to reduce ac-
cidents until permanent curbing is
put in place, he said.

“Unlike a lot of things in govern-
ment, this has a start and a finish, and
at the end we are able to get things
accomplished,” he said, adding that
the committee would distribute fly-

ers and send e-mail updates to those
who are interested.

Two years ago, the town council
formed the committee with the ob-
jective of improving traffic safety.
Citizens expressed concern about
eight traffic “hotspots,” four of which
were addressed at Monday’s meet-
ing. Gordon Meth, a traffic consult-
ant with a background in traffic engi-
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courtesy of Debbie Burslem; Victoria McCabe for The Westfield Leader
CRANIUM CREW...A film crew from Transistor Studios, a New York-based production company, filmed scenes for a
commercial for Cranium Wow at multiple Westfield locations on Tuesday morning. The commercial, for the October
relaunch of the flagship of the Cranium board-game line, is slated to begin airing this fall. Left, two goats wait for the cameras
to start rolling outside of the Kimball Avenue residence of Debbie and Bob Burslem. Right, commercial “cast members” Billy
and Teena, two Cranium characters, pose outside of Bovella’s Pastry Shoppe on the East Broad-Prospect Street corner. The
film crew shot a scene inside Bovella’s involving the characters and some human extras; they will use computer-generated
imagery (CGI) to complete the scene for the commercial. See cranium.com for more details.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
FOR A WORTHY CAUSE…Community members mingle Monday night at the Northside Trattoria in Westfield during
the fourth annual wine tasting and silent auction to raise funds in support of the Center for Hope Hospice & Palliative Care
Auxiliary in Scotch Plains. Pictured, left to right, are: Rodney Rose, a liquor distributor who provided the wine, bartender
and college student Melissa Sette of Scotch Plains, state patrolman Will Humphries, attorney John Blake and his wife Joan
of Westfield and Westfield Leader marketing director Fred Lecomte.

ALL ROADS LEAD TO WHERE WE STAND…In memory of Westfield resi-
dent Jonathan Walsweer, 38, who died scuba diving while exploring a Navy ship
in Florida, The Crossroads in Garwood hosted a benefit concert last Saturday.
The event raised roughly $2,500 to benefit the children of Mr. Walsweer and wife,
Regina. Above, from left to right, Pat Glynn, James Garde, Tim Gylnn – Mrs.
Walsweer’s brother-in-law – Nate Brown and Billy Garbarini perform together.
For full story, see page 26.
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Jenna Nierstedt for The Westfield Leader
MEMORIAL...The Montainside 7-Eleven set up a makeshift memorial to long-
time employee John Regenthal, who passed away last week. Patrons have shared
memories of Mr. Regenthal and have donated about $2,500 (as of press time) to
help pay for his funeral expenses. Inset: Mr. Regenthal.

WF Board of Ed. Readdresses Policy
For School-Sponsored Publications

By CARALINE KOELLHOFFER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Board of
Education approved first reading
changes to the district’s policy re-
garding the review procedures of
school-sponsored publications Tues-

day night. The board expects to vote
on the second reading and adoption
of the changes at its meeting this
Tuesday.

This policy examination follows
Westfield High School interim prin-
cipal Dennis Fyfe’s decision in April

to invoke the right of prior review of
all material used in Blue Devil News,
a WHS show on TV-36, after a
student’s controversial commentary
regarding the town council.

“The new policy allows for review
in two ways. One, the faculty adviser
may have a concern about certain
content. Two, the principal may raise
concern about an issue on his own,”
said Superintendent of Schools Will-
iam Foley.

The new policy changes language
in the original policy, which states
that the principal must review all
media content prior to publication, to
give the principal the ability to review
publications without requiring that
he do so.

“I just want a clear view from the
adviser, what is the editorial review
process,” said Mr. Foley.

In other business, Mr. Foley ad-
dressed the enrollment status for next
year, focusing on Wilson Elementary
and Roosevelt Intermediate Schools.
Mr. Foley reported that Wilson would
be the new site for the autistic class
that was located at Franklin School
this year.

Some members of the public voiced
concern about the switch because
Wilson has been experiencing redis-
tricting that has removed students
from the school.

“I can’t say conclusively that this
[autistic] class will stay at Wilson.
Until the early childhood center is
open, there will be some fluctuation,”
Mr. Foley said.

The new early childhood center is
slated to open in the former Lincoln
School in the fall of 2008.

The board also discussed the dis-
crepancy in class size between the
district’s intermediate schools. Offi-
cials said an average social studies
class size at Edison Intermediate
School is 23; Roosevelt houses about
28 students per class.

Mr. Foley said that this should come
as no surprise, as the topic has been
brought to the public’s attention in
the past.

Board member Anne Riegel said,
“You led us to believe that we were
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Prospect St. to House First
Totally ‘Green’ Structure
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Town Council on Tuesday approved
the demolition of a single-family
dwelling and detached garage at 1221
Prospect Street, paving the way for
the first “totally green and sustain-

able structure” in the municipality
when the resulting construction is
completed.

Town Engineer Ken Marsh said
last week, “When a developer steps
forward willing to do this…it’s a ben-
efit to us. It gives us a case study and
gives us data on how well it’s going to
work.”

Third Ward Councilman Mark
Ciarrocca, in his role as Public Safety,
Transportation and Parking Commit-
tee chairman, said downtown park-
ing signage would be improved in
terms of aesthetics and customer
friendliness, and he showed replicas
to those in attendance and watching
on TV-36.

Mr. Ciarrocca also thanked those
who attended Monday night’s Citi-
zens Traffic Safety Advisory Com-
mittee meeting on the four new traffic
hotspots. (See related story above.)

Mr. Ciarrocca invited anyone who
wished to add further comments to e-
mail him at
mciarrocca@westfieldnj.gov.

The council conducted the first
reading on an ordinance establishing
a $750 fee for calling a special meet-
ing of the planning board or board of
adjustment.

Fourth Ward Councilman Jim
Foerst said, “In years past, the town
(incurred) the additional expense of
legal counsel, of stenography services,
etc. What this ordinance does is put
that burden on the applicant. If they
are going to receive the benefit of that
special meeting, they should pay for
it.”
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