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CANDYLAND...Third graders Ciara Varley of Woodbridge and Cecily D’Amore
of Westfield kept the assembly line of candy cars running efficiently during
Wardlaw-Hartridge Lower School science teacher Kathy Meier’s “Simple Ma-
chines” exercise on  May 17. “We are trying to prove that an assembly line is good
for some products (cars) and one-to-one production is good for others,” Ms. Meier
said. The cars consisted of gumdrops, gum, caramels, Lifesavers and other sweets.
The next day, the students watched the Disney film Newsies, which focuses on the
Industrial Revolution in the early 1900s. The students hypothesized about which
method would produce the most cars. The assembly line process won.

The Only Attorney Involved In Your Case
Over 25 Years Of Experience Settling Cases

Slips & Falls
Motor Vehicle Accidents

Defective Products & Machines
Head & Brain Injuries

Construction Accidents
Wrongful Death

Job Related Injuries
Serious Burns & Scars
Nursing Home Abuse

www.franksmithlaw.com
908-233-5800

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ
No Fee If No Recovery • Call For A Free Consultation

stihlusa.com

FS 45 Trimmer

Easy to use, well-balanced 
homeowner trimmer

Lightweight, reliable  
and fast cutting

Dual line AUTOCUT®  
TapAction™ cutting head

$13995
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UPGRADE TO: NOW JUST

$16995

STIHL - 8,000 Servicing Dealers Nationwide!

This Father’s Day –

Only the Best for Dad!
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Always wear protective apparel as recommended in your instruction manual………………………………

$14995
Primer bulb and throttle 

lock ensure fast starts

Adjustable tube length

BG 55 Handheld Blower
MS 170 Chain Saw

$17995
14” bar

Designed for occasional wood-
cutting tasks around the home

Includes many of the excellent 
design features of our 

professional models

The Eardly T. Petersen Co.
224 Elmer St. • Westfield

908-232-5723 • www.etpetersen.com

LAURIE WOOG, ESQ.
IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION LAW

ELIGIBLE FOR CITIZENSHIP?  INS FILING FEES MAY

INCREASE SOON.  CONSULTATION TIMES ARE FLEXIBLE.

506 North Ave. East, Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 233-0076 • www.wooglaw.com • wooglaw@hotmail.com

CITIZENSHIP

LABOR CERTIFICATION / GREEN CARDS

FAMILY IMMIGRATION

OUTSTANDING PROFESSORS, RESEARCHERS, ATHLETES

RELIGIOUS WORKERS

LEADER OF THE PACK...On May 11, Gregory Schwartz of Westfield, a fifth
grader at The Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison, served as Lower School
Head for the Day. Pictured with Lower School Head Regina Bassoul-Restivo
holding the door for students coming to school that morning, Gregory spoke at the
podium at lunch and read to kindergarteners. He also helped write the Lower
School “Daily News” electronic newsletter with Lower School administrative
assistant, Ann Tetar. Gregory is the son of Douglas and Barbara Schwartz of
Westfield. His brother, Justin, is a ninth grader at Wardlaw-Hartridge.

BOE Names Gardella
Wilson Asst. Principal

WESTFIELD– On May 22 the
Westfield Board of Education (BOE)
unanimously ap-
proved Robert
Gardella as the new
assistant principal
of Wilson School,
effective July 1. He
will assist Principal
Joseph Malanga at
Wilson, a K to 5
school with an en-
rollment of 560 stu-
dents.

Mr. Gardella is
currently the vice
principal of Franklin
Borough School, a
K to 8 school in
Franklin, where his
responsibilities in-
clude serving as the
dean of discipline, state testing co-
coordinator, athletic director and dis-
trict technology coordinator.

Prior to his administrative experi-

ence, Mr. Gardella taught fourth and
fifth grades in Westfield’s Franklin

Elementary School
for six years.

Commenting on
his return to
Westfield, he said,
“Even before I left
the classroom to
become an admin-
istrator, it was a
goal of mine to be-
come an adminis-
trator in Westfield.
I am extremely
proud, as I hold
Westfield in the
highest regard. I am
excited to get
started, and happy
to be home.”

Mr. Gardella
holds a master’s degree in Education
Administration from Kean University
and a Bachelor of Arts degree in El-
ementary and Special Education from
Providence College. He is certified as
both a principal and supervisor.

Robert Gardella

WF Cadet Callahan
Makes Dean’s List

WESTFIELD – Cadet Sean
Callahan of Westfield was recently
honored for outstanding academic
achievement at The Citadel, the Mili-
tary College of South Carolina, for
the spring semester.

Sean achieved dean’s list recogni-
tion, which is given to those cadets
and active duty military students who
are registered for 12 or more semes-
ter hours and whose grade point ratio
is 3.2 or higher, with no grade below
a C for the previous semester’s work.

In addition, Sean earned a Gold
Star for achieving a 3.7 grade point
average or higher.

He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Rich-
ard Callahan.

WHS Grad Receives
Medical Degree

WESTFIELD – Colleen Donovan,
a 1998 Westfield High School gradu-
ate, graduated from the University of
Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey
Medical School on May 22 and was
awarded a Doctor of Medicine degree.

Dr. Donovan was elected to Alpha
Omega Alpha National Honor Medi-
cal Society and the Gold Humanism
Honor Society.

She attended Harvard University and
was awarded a Bachelor of Arts de-
gree in addition to magna cum laude in
Biology.

At the New Jersey Medical School’s
Convocation, the day prior to gradua-
tion, Dr. Donovan and two of her class-
mates sang the “National Anthem.” Her
fellow medical students selected her
to deliver the Student Address.

She will begin an internship and resi-
dency program at The University of
Pennsylvania Hospital in Philadelphia
and plans to focus on emergency medi-
cine.

Dr. Donovan is an active member of
the Westfield Rescue Squad. She re-
cently participated in a wilderness res-
cue program in the rainforests of Belize.

Planting Day Held
In Brunner Garden

SCOTCH PLAINS –On May 18,
162 children from the Jump Start,
Pre-K, Pervasive Developmental Dis-
orders (PDD) and kindergarten
classes at Brunner School worked
alongside parent volunteers in the
Children’s Garden.

Funds for this year’s planting
project were received from an AT&T
Cares Grant. Donations of annuals,
perennials and garden decorations
were also received from Brunner fami-
lies and Sanguiliano Garden Center
in Scotch Plains.

The planting day was organized
and coordinated by Bernadette Hoyer,
Jump Start Pre-K teacher, and Jane
Mebes, chairperson of the PTA Gar-
den Committee.

Mrs. Hoyer and her Pre-K classes
began the Children’s Garden in 1996.
It has been growing ever since with
financial support from AT&T and the
assistance of hardworking volunteers.

Colleen Donovan

Photo courtesy of Lisa Rubin
MAKING PEOPLE AWARE…Westfield High School student Hannah Rubin
recently created The Breast Cancer Awareness Club at WHS. Above, the club
donates a check for close to $9,400 to Deb Belfatto, founder of the North Jersey
Affiliate of the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation.

Rubin’s Club Promotes
Breast Cancer Awareness

By CASSIE LO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD –Westfield resident
Hannah Rubin isn’t your typical high
school student. Instead of spending
her summer vacation relaxing,
Hannah and her friends were busy
creating a new club at Westfield High
School (WHS) – the Breast Cancer
Awareness Club.

Hannah, a rising junior at WHS,
was inspired to start the club after
her mother, Lisa Rubin, was diag-
nosed with breast cancer last June.
She designed the club to promote
prevention and awareness of breast
cancer. “Since I was personally af-
fected, this is my way to help,”
Hannah told The Westfield Leader
and The Times.

Along with the other club officers,
Co-President Alexa Vendetti, Vice
President Jemma Urban, Secretary
Danielle Zamarelli and Treasurer
Kelsey Greenfield, Hannah spent last
summer brainstorming ways to raise
money for the Susan G. Komen Breast
Cancer Foundation. They chose cook-
ing teacher Beatrice Diller to be their
advisor, since she is a five-year breast
cancer survivor.

Since the club launched in the
fall, it has hosted several fundraising
events including a garage sale, a
semi-formal dance and T-shirt sales.
The Breast Cancer Awareness Club
also contributed to the annual Back
to School Night and organized a
jeans day for the WHS teaching
staff.

According to Hannah, her favorite
event was the semi-formal held at

The Westwood in Garwood. Approxi-
mately 200 people attended and the
club managed to raise a large amount
of money. Club members handed out
informational brochures and flyers
about how to do a self-breast exami-
nation at the events in an effort to
continuously educate the commu-
nity.

On May 31, the Breast Cancer
Awareness Club donated a check
for almost $10,000 to Deb Belfatto,
founder of the North Jersey Affili-
ate of the Susan G. Komen Breast
Cancer Foundation. The money will
go towards serving the uninsured
and underserved in nine New Jersey
counties by providing them with
everything from mammographies
and counseling to wigs and teen
programs.

In addition to the club, an anony-
mous counseling group for students
at the high school who are affected
by various cancers was recently es-
tablished and has since been very
successful.

“Hannah helped a lot of kids with-
out even knowing it,” said her mother,
Lisa, who just recently became a one-
year cancer survivor. “I couldn’t be
prouder.”

Hannah and the other club mem-
bers plan to focus more on commu-
nity outreach this upcoming year.
Some ideas so far include cooking
dinner for affected families and start-
ing tutoring and carpool programs
for children whose parents have
breast cancer.

When Hannah graduates in 2009,
she plans to pass the club down to her
younger sister, Ali, who will be an
incoming freshman.Westfield High School

Holds Graduation
WESTFIELD – Westfield High

School (WHS) will hold graduation
ceremonies at 6 p.m. on Wednesday,
June 20, on the field behind the school
bordering Rahway Avenue and next
to the school parking lot. In the event
of inclement weather, graduation will
be held across the street at the Ar-
mory, and a notice will be posted on
westfieldnjk12.org that afternoon.

The keynote speaker for the com-
mencement ceremony will be retired
WHS Assistant Principal Robert Eyre.

More than 400 seniors are expected
to receive diplomas. Later that
evening, the BASH, an all-night sub-
stance-free graduation party spon-
sored by the Optimist Club of
Westfield, will be held at the Rico-
chet Health and Racquet Club.

The ceremony will be taped by
WHS-TV and copies of the video
will be available for purchase from
Blue Devils Television at (908) 789-
4622. Proceeds from the video sales
are used to supplement instructional
supplies for the department.

For more
information, see

goleader.com


