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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Corzine Ordered to Appear
In Court on GOP Lawsuit

Governor Jon Corzine has been or-
dered to appear in court by a Mercer
County state superior court judge on
August 4 in response to a lawsuit brought
by State Republican Chairman Tom
Wilson. Mr. Wilson seeks e-mails be-
tween the Governor and Carla Katz, the
head of the largest branch of the Com-
munication Workers of America and
the Governor’s  ex-girlfriend. “The pub-
lic has a right to know if Jon Corzine
was inappropriately influenced during
contract negotiations,” Mr. Wilson said.

Romankow Expected to Be
Reappointed Prosecutor

Union County Prosecutor Ted
Romankow is expected to be reap-
pointed, according to a Star-Ledger
report. He was appointed by former
Gov. Jim McGreevey in 2002. State
Sen. Ray Lesniak (LD-20, Elizabeth)
said he has recommended Mr.
Romankow’s reappointment. Mr.
Romankow also has the support of Sena-
tors Nicholas Scutari (LD-22, Linden),
a Democrat, and Tom Kean Jr. (LD-21,
Westfield), a Republican, according to
the article.

Former Statehouse Reporter
Names Stainton Press Secretary
Former Gannett Statehouse re-

porter Lilo Stainton has been named
the new press secretary for Gov. Jon
Corzine. She replaces Anthony Coley,
who was named the governor’s com-
munications director.

Rice, Cunningham, O’Toole
Win; Guy Gregg Loses Bid

Last week’s primary elections in-
cluded contested races in Essex,
Hudson and Morris Counties.

District 24: (Morris, Sussex and
Hunterdon Counties) Sussex County
Freeholder Steven Oroho defeated Re-
publican Assemblyman Guy Gregg of
Morris County in the race to succeed
retiring Sen. Robert Littell. Mr. Oroho
ran on a line with Mr. Littell’s daughter,
Assemblywoman Allison Littell
McHose, and Sussex County Free-
holder Gary Chiusano. Mr. Chiusano is
running for Mr. Gregg’s Assembly seat.

District 28: (Essex County) Demo-
cratic Senator Ron Rice defeated Bilal
Beasely, who ran with a slate backed
by Newark Mayor Cory Booker. Ralph
Caputo and Cleopatra Tucker, both
supported by Mr. Booker, defeated
Mr. Rice’s running mates, Assembly-
men Craig Stanley and Oadline Truitt.

District 31: Sandra Cunningham,
widow of Jersey City Mayor Glenn
Cunningham, defeated Assemblyman
Louis Manzo and will replace retiring
Sen. Joe Doria, the mayor of Bayonne
and former long-time assemblyman.

District 33: (Hudson County) As-
semblyman Brian Stack easily defeated

Assemblyman Silverio Vega in the
race to replace retiring Senator Ber-
nard Kenney (Senate Majority Leader).

District 40: (Essex, Bergen, Passaic
Counties) Assemblyman Kevin
O’Toole defeated former Gubernato-
rial candidate Todd Caliguire of Bergen
County and will run in November for
the seat held by retiring Sen. Henry
McNamara. Assemblyman David
Russo and Wayne Mayor Scott Rumana
will join him on the GOP ticket.

Legislators to Be Attached
To Christmas Tree Grants

New rules in place in Trenton re-
quire legislators to openly disclose the
destinations for “Christmas Tree”
grants during this year’s state budget
process, according to the Star Ledger.
Legislators and the Governor are cur-
rently reviewing the $33-million pro-
posed spending plan. U.S. Attorney
Chris Christie’s office is investigating
to see if legislators have personally
benefited from these special grants.

Plainfield Superintendent
Submits Resignation

Plainfield Superintendent of Schools
Paula Howard submitted her resigna-
tion to the school board last week. Her
resignation follows that of the district’s
business administrator, which pre-
ceded Ms. Howard’s by a few days.
Union County School Superintendent
Carmen Centuolo called Ms. Howard’s
resignation “troubling.”
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Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

Courtesy of Kim Choma
NATURE THRIVES (October 26,
2006)...A Mountainside resident spots
two coyotes in the backyard of her Coles
Avenue property. Mountainside Mayor
Robert Viglianti warned of coyote
sightings in the borough.

Search Continues for Wild
Coyotes in Middletown Area

County to Complete Bicycle Master Plan by
End of Month, Discusses Healthcare Plans

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH — A countywide
“comprehensive bicycle master plan”
is expected to be completed by the end
of the month, a consultant told the
Union County freeholder board last
Thursday. The report includes a bi-
cycle network consisting of 85 on- and
off-road links totaling 113 miles of
bike facilities throughout the county.

Al Faella, the county’s director of
economic development, said bicycling
offers an “environmentally friendly
alternative” to other modes of trans-
portation. He said a number of stake-
holders were contacted for input dur-
ing the development of the document
including law enforcement agencies,
residents and commuters. He said the
bicycle master plan would replace the
previous map, prepared in 1982.

“Since then, bicycling has been ac-
knowledged as a legitimate transpor-
tation option. In addition to its uses for
recreation, bicycling is recognized as
a key part of and support to other
programs that are designed to improve
transportation choice and quality of
life such as Transit Villages…and safe
routes to school,” according to sum-
mary statement in a draft of the report
obtained by The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

Bettina Zimny of The RBA Group
of Morristown, which prepared the
report, said the group held work ses-
sions to obtain input from the public.
“We really relied on people to feed us
information,” she said.

William Feldman of The RBA
Group said consultants went to the
sites of potential routes to see if they

should be included. In some cases, he
said, they recommended alternate
routes based on on-site reviews.

The bicycle-routes map includes the
East Coast Greenway, an urban alterna-
tive to the Appalachian Trail from Maine
to Florida. The master plan includes
both on- and off-road bike routes. The
report states that lane widths, traffic
volumes, speed limits, on-street park-
ing and location in residential areas
were all factors in developing the plan.

“There was just as much of a de-
mand for on-road bike paths (as com-
pared to off-road routes),” Ms. Zimny
told the board.

She said the recent surge in gasoline
prices “has changed people’s think-
ing” as it applies to bicycling as a
means of transportation. The summary
in the draft bike master plan states that
the map of designated bike routes could
be used by municipalities “as key links
in local bike facility networks.”

“Each one of the municipalities
provided us with data for this map,”
she said.

The county received a grant to pay
for the plan from the North Jersey
Transportation Planning Authority.

Authority chairman, Union County
Freeholder Dan Sullivan, said he was
“anxious” to see the final report.

In a related matter, a resolution will
be on the June 21 agenda for the
county to apply for and enter into an
agreement with the New Jersey De-
partment of Transportation for fund-
ing for a trail and bicycle path in
Lenape Park. The $550,000 project
includes construction of the trail and
paving of bicycle/foot bridge.

“This project is in concert with the
Union County Comprehensive Bi-
cycle Master Plan Project and the
NJDOT (Department of Transporta-
tion East Coast Greenway Plan),” a
description of the resolution states.

The board reviewed insurance poli-
cies that include hikes in premiums

By ALLISON GIBBONS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA – While residents in suburbs
across New Jersey are used to wildlife
ranging from chipmunks to foxes, a
new neighbor has made itself known.

Coyotes have lived in New Jersey
since 1939, according to Department
of Environmental Protection spokes-
person Darlene Yuhas. Two attacks in
Middletown, however, have made many
residents aware of their presence.

This April, a coyote bit a 22-month-
old boy on the head and neck in
Middletown. Last
month, a coyote bit
a 5-year-old boy on
the head, close to
the location of the
first attack.

“The behavior
of the coyotes in
Middletown and
Middlesex County
is very unusual,”
Ms. Yuhas said.

In a recent press
release by the
DEP, Commis-
sioner Lisa Jack-
son announced
that state officials
would join the hunt for the pack of
“nuisance coyotes” in Middletown.

As of yet, DEP officials and
Middletown Police Department offi-
cials have had no luck catching the
coyotes responsible.

Meanwhile, police in Middletown
have been authorized to shoot coy-
otes on sight. Authorities are also
setting up snare traps.

Ms. Yuhas said the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture is providing per-
sonnel equipped with night-vision
scopes to intensify the hunt for the
coyotes in Middletown.

Coyotes reside in the nearby
Watchung Reservation in Union
County and have been seen in the
area. No attacks have occurred out-
side of Middlesex County.

Liz Trifiro, a Scotch Plains resi-
dent, said she and her neighbors have
seen a coyote in their backyards dur-
ing broad daylight.

“He just walked across and kept
going like he was going somewhere,”
she said.

Ms. Trifiro who has 5-year-old
twins and a cat, said the encounter
has made her more wary of letting
them play outside.

“We have foxes and everything out
there, but they were farther away,”
she said. “Not that I think it was going
after my kids. I just never thought that
we were going to see a coyote.”

Since seeing the coyote, she said,
she has heard foxes screaming during
the night and wonders whether the
coyote was the cause.

Ms. Trifiro said she has not seen the
coyote recently.

She said she called the DEP hotline
to report the coyote sightings but the
person she talked to did not take any

information from
her.

Ms. Yuhas said
there are an esti-
mated 3,000 coy-
otes in New Jersey.

“They do live
here. They have
been living here for
quite some time,”
Ms. Yuhas said.

No records are
kept of how many
reside on the
Watchung Reser-
vation, but she said
coyotes have been
spotted in all 21

New Jersey counties.
Coyotes are a species of wild dog

and look very similar to German Shep-
herds. The main differences between
the two are the coyote’s long snout
and bushy, black-tipped tail.

They can also be differentiated by
their habit to hold their tail low and
straight. “I have seen them and to me,
that seems to be a striking differ-
ence,” Ms. Yuhas said.

Coyotes are adaptive. They prey
naturally on small animals, but in
suburban areas they have been known
to attack small pets.

“Sighting a coyote in and of itself is
not a problem,” Ms. Yuhas said. “What
becomes a problem is when we begin
to habituate these animals.”

Coyotes are scavengers; in the wild,
they consume dead tissue, but in sub-
urbia they have found a new food
source in garbage and pet food.

“Residents can take steps to mini-
mize their interaction with coyotes,”
Ms. Yuhas said, including keeping pet
food inside and sealing garbage cans,
both of which can attract coyotes or the
smaller animals on which they feed.

“Don’t feed them. Don’t encourage
them to hang around homes,” she said.

ranging from 5 to 32 percent over last
year.

Matthew Presutti, of Brown & Brown
Insurance of Florham Park, the county’s
insurance broker, said Horizon and
HealthNet plans represent the highest
number of county employees. He said
the HealthNet open access POS plan, at
$6,20,423, is up 18 percent. He said the
company had sought a 29-percent in-
crease at $6.5 million but dropped its
price more than a half-million dollars.

“We project HealthNet will be run-
ning at a very slim margin,” he said.

Horizon’s health benefits package,
including traditional, PPO, direct ac-
cess, POS and HMO plans, cost
$26,640,172 and is up 5 percent. The
county’s Aetna New Jersey’s HMO
plan, at $175,000, is up 32 percent; its
Systemed/Medco prescription drug
program, at $7,939,618, is up 10 per-
cent.

The malpractice liability insurance
policy for Runnells Specialized Hos-
pital staff, handled by Princeton In-
surance Company, at $61,362, is not
increasing.

“It’s certainly speaks to this board’s
efforts to control costs,” Mr. Sullivan
said.

A resolution on the June 21 agenda
would enter the county into an agree-
ment with Summit and New Provi-
dence to share the cost for the replace-
ment of the Division Avenue Bridge on
the towns’ border. Summit will cover
$12,000 of the costs; New Providence
will cover $36,500. The towns will
reimburse the county for relocating two
existing sewer lines as part of the project.

Another resolution would hire Netta
Architects of Springfield for design
services for the main stairway and
“existing means of egress” in the
Tower Building, Union County Court-
house, Rotunda Building, old annex
and old jail at Union County Court-
house Complex in Elizabeth. The to-
tal contract will be $1.3 million.

Advocates Explore Humane
Geese-Reduction Methods

By EBONY S. MCQUEEN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Wildlife advo-
cate Monica Shimkus held a forum
on Canada Geese management in
Union County on June 5 at the First
United Methodist Church in
Westfield. She discussed humane
methods to reduce the presence of
geese in county parks, rather than
gassing and killing them.

“The big issue is, why is it a prob-
lem?” said Ms. Shimkus. “Are there

other solutions besides killing them?”
She said many tactics have been de-

veloped to humanely reduce the num-
ber of geese that reside in county parks.

A “no-feed” ordinance has been
established to prevent geese from stay-
ing in these areas; the goal is that geese
will fly to areas where they will find
warmer grounds to reside.

Residents can also apply for a permit
to addle (oil) the eggs. Ms. Shimkus
said that this process would stop the
development of the egg before the gos-
ling is born, as opposed to destroying
the egg altogether, which would result
in the goose laying more.

“Egg addling is more humane than
putting them into trucks,” she said.

Ms. Shimkus, along with the Union
County Peace Council, is trying to
urge officials to adopt humane strat-
egies of resolving the geese issue.

“When you talk to anyone in the
county about the geese, they sud-
denly turn deaf,” said Ms. Shimkus.

According to local officials, geese
droppings are causing health problems.

While some Union County resi-
dents have a problem with the geese,
others like Kenilworth resident Carol
Pappas do not.

“I enjoy seeing the geese and their
goslings,” Ms. Pappas said. “The qual-
ity of my life has been diminished by
[the gassing of geese].”

For more information, visit
ucpeace.org.

Ebony S. McQueen for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GEESE PEACE…Monica Shimkus, a wildlife advocate, held a forum last Tues-
day at the First United Methodist Church in Westfield.  Ms. Shimkus gave tips on
how to reduce the presence of geese without putting them into trucks where they
are euthanized.

Scotch Plains Democrats
Elect Samuel Chairman

SCOTCH PLAINS — At its bian-
nual reorganization meeting held at
Scotch Hills, the recently elected mem-
bers of the Scotch Plains Democratic
Committee elected Dick Samuel as their
new chairman after Ken
Lipstein declined to serve for
a seventh year. Mr. Lipstein
was honored for his service
and said that he would con-
tinue his support of the
committee’s work.

Mr. Samuel said he would
continue Mr. Lipstein’s
work and would work with
the committee to elect
Democrats to public office
from township council to President.

Mr. Samuel said the committee would
work closely with the Scotch Plains
Democratic Club to give all interested
an opportunity to participate in the ac-
tivities of the Democratic Party in Scotch
Plains. Club meetings, open to all, are
held the first Thursday of each month,
summer excluded, at the Scotch Plains
rescue squad. Those interested can con-
tact Joanne Glover to learn more.

Mr. Samuel had been the campaign
manager of recently elected Scotch
Plains Councilmen Kevin Glover and
Jeffrey Strauss, as well as for Neal
LeStrange’s unsuccessful bid.

Mr. Samuel has been active in Demo-
cratic politics on the local, state and
national levels. He served as one of the
two Democratic National Committee-
men from New Jersey with former Gov-

ernor Richard Hughes. Mr.
Samuel has been a member
of the New Jersey Delega-
tion to Democratic National
Conventions six times,
where he served on the rules
and credentials committees
several times and once co-
chaired the rules commit-
tee. He was chairman of the
judicial committee of the
Democratic State Commit-

tee, co-chairman of the Democratic
National Committee’s By-laws Com-
mittee and a member of the Union
County Democratic Committee for
more than 20 years.

Mr. Samuel works as a patent attor-
ney and has been active in Scotch
Plains organizations. He is on the board
of Scotch Plains-Fanwood UNICO
and has been president of both the
Jewish Federation of Central New Jer-
sey and the JCC in Scotch Plains.

Mr. Samuel lives with his wife,
Geri, and their son, Ryan. Mrs. Samuel
served as mayor of Scotch Plains and
as a township council member.

Democrats Elect Members
To County Committee

By JENNA NIERSTEDT
Specially Written for the Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA – In last week’s Primary
Election, Democrats elected commit-
tee members to the Regular Demo-
cratic Organization of Union County
(RDUC) to represent their respective
municipalities and select future can-
didates. There are 876 RDUC seats
for 438 voting districts in Union
County’s 21 municipalities.

Committee seats in either the
RDUC or the Regular Organization
Republican of Union County (ROR)
open up every year and are voted
upon by party affiliated voters in the
primary. Each committee has vacan-
cies on the ballot every other year.

Elizabeth has the most committee
seats with 150, while Winfield has
the least with four.

Westfield has 50 committee seats,
and voters filled every one in this past
primary. Those elected in the first
ward included James Baker, Donna
Rothstein, Ross Katz, Carolyn
Campen, Reid and Lisa Edles, Charles
Gulotta, Mary Ruotolo, Frederick

Polak, Janice Siegel, Anthony
LaPorta, Patricia Antonelli, Thomas
Jardim and Ellen Schwartz.

For the second ward, Michael
Feldman, Carolyn Kueter, Gregory
Romer, Margaret Maloney, Joseph
and Mary Aronds, Stephen Barcan,
Deborah Matro, Bruce Johnson, Su-
san Pepper, William Ziff and Heidi
Remak-Ziff were elected.

In the third ward, residents elected
Martin Rothfelder, Janice Karlen,
Kenneth Rotter, Bethany Nadel, Ed-
ward Israelow, Stacy Chapel, David
Rotter, Terri Tainow Matt Sontz,
Lillian Sontz, Michael Wolski, Denise
Jenner, Steve Lee and Cindy Miller.

Fourth ward representatives are
Steve Tripp, Leonore Scurry, Tho-
mas and Viera Bigosinski, Lawrence
Goldman, Rosemary Millet, Schuyler
and Lisa Quackenbush, Fredric Paul
Gallin and Kenney Steinbrecher.

Garwood also filled all of its eight
committee seats. Representatives are
Dennis and Deborah McCarthy,
Damian Mitchell, Denise Banghart,
Charles and Carol Ann Lombardo,
Edward Mironski and Betty Gallagher.

Fanwood filled all 14 of the vacan-
cies on the county committee. Newly
elected representatives are Linda
Muller, William Lee Jr., Katherine
Mitchell, Steve Falco, William and
Marilyn Populus, Matthew Glennon,
Donna Dolce, Peter Sayles, Linda
Stender, Allan Mirabella, Sherman
Feller and Thomas and Patricia Plante.

Scotch Plains has 44 committee
representatives, two more than it had
after the last election, because a new
voting district was added in this past
election. Voters filled 32 of the vacan-
cies. Newly elected representatives
include Harold Brody, Henrietta An-
thony, J. Desmond Melville 3rd,
Maureen Doherty, Charles Lamb,
Marianne Spinella, Phillip Wiener,
Ellen Baron, John Thompson, Ellen
Radin, John and Josephine Curry,
Daniel and Sandra Grossman, Samuel
Manigault, Barbara Lockley, Neal
LeStrange, Theresa Mullen, Walter
and Elaine Chinoy, David Littman,
Barbara Baldasarre, Elazar Nudell,
Marie Festa, Louis Beckerman, Geri
Samuel, Steven Weinberg, Suzanne
Tepper, Paul Furbacher, Julia Hoff,
John Morgan and Reni Erdos.

Of the 14 committee seats in
Mountainside, voters filled 11. The
newly elected representatives are John
Clark, Steven and Phyllis Brociner,
Richard and Lori Schkolnick, Louis
Thomas, Richard Schmedel, Michael
Krasner, Rita Riordan, Carole Cahill
and Natalie Zuzovsky.

Dick Samuel


